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 A   R I  F  G U I D   O N  T H    I T U A T I O N  I N  U K R A I N 

Within large sectors of the U.S. le , including many elements of the Black le , there is widespread 
confusion related to the Ukraine “crisis.” Years of anti-Russia propaganda from the U.S. and its NATO allies, 
and the tendency to abstract the current Ukrainian situation from its historical and geo-strategic context, 
have created a climate of confusion. This climate has played into the hands of state propagandists and 
Democratic Party activists eager to use the Ukraine situation to de ect attention from Biden’s disastrous 
domestic agenda. 

The situation with Ukraine did not just fall out of the sky in 2021. It has a long history.

Here are some points to frame how we should engage this issue:

  1. Ukraine is a manufactured crisis. That is, the stand-o  between the U.S./ NATO forces and the Russian 
Federation with the Ukrainians, including the Ukrainians in the Eastern portion of Ukraine (that the 
media refers to as “pro-Russia separatists”), did not evolve organically but was the result of conscious 
decisions on the part of the Biden Administration. Less than two months a er taking o ce there were 
indications that the Biden Administration was signaling to the Ukrainian government that it would 
support e orts to reincorporate the eastern region (Donbas) by force. This is why we reject any 
obscurantist references to the “both sides are to blame” position that we see in various statements from 
peace and anti-war groups. To be clear: this is not a “pro-Russia” position, but an objective assessment 
of the dynamics of the situation. 

  2. The U.S./EU/NATO Axis of Domination. We see NATO as a criminal military structure whose only 
purpose is providing the military/material basis for the maintenance and extension of the 
U.S./EU/NATO Axis of Domination (white power). As a structure of white colonial power, NATO was 
essential in supporting colonial powers in Africa, including the Portuguese in their military struggles to 
maintain their colonial holdings in Africa during the initial wave of anti-colonial struggles on the 
continent. The Obama/Biden administration also used NATO for their attack on Libya in 2011, resulting 
in the destruction of the most prosperous and revolutionary state on the continent. All peace loving 
people should call for the dismantling of NATO. 

  3. Ukraine and U.S. Doctrine of “Full Spectrum Dominance.” While the focus on Ukraine is of utmost 
importance, we must also recognize the bipartisan commitment to the U.S. national security strategy 
of “Full Spectrum Dominance” and its utilization of a “military- rst” strategy to achieve continued 
U.S. global dominance. For example, troops trained by the U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) have 
been involved in nine coups d’etat in the thirteen years that AFRICOM has operated on the continent. 
Therefore, unlike a number of peace and anti-war groups that abstract Ukraine from that context, we 
argue that the coup in Ukraine and the attempt to create the conditions for the expansion of NATO into 
Ukraine must be seen as just one aspect of U.S. imperialist strategy. It is the concrete, material interests 
of imperialism that drives U.S. policies and is, therefore,  why it must be de ned as such and vigorously 
opposed by all anti-imperialists. 

For African peoples, the U.S./EU/NATO Axis of Domination represents the greatest threat to peace, human 
rights, and social justice on the planet today. It is absurd for any African to embrace the agenda of empire 
by giving credence or legitimacy to the crude mobilization of public opinion for con ict on behalf of NATO 
and the white supremacist, colonial/capitalist project. 

  1. Ukraine re ects the continuous right-wing nature of European and European American politics. In a 
2018 article in The Nation, Stephen Cohen detailed the social and political impacts of the 2014 right-
wing coup in Ukraine: 

…storm troop-like assaults on gays, Jews, elderly ethnic Russians, and other “impure” citizens are 
widespread throughout Kiev-ruled Ukraine, along with torchlight marches reminiscent of those that 
eventually in amed Germany in the late 1920s and 1930s. And that the police and o cial legal 
authorities do virtually nothing to prevent these neofascist acts or to prosecute them. On the contrary, 
Kiev has o cially encouraged them by systematically rehabilitating and even memorializing Ukrainian 
collaborators with Nazi German extermination pogroms and their leaders during World War II, 
renaming streets in their honor, building monuments to them, rewriting history to glorify them, and 
more. 

This is the nature of the government in Ukraine that the Biden Administration along with the corporate 
press, deranged Black people, and a confused le  are supporting.  

Below is an alternative set of facts and analyses related to the Ukraine crisis, a “crisis” deliberately generated 
to divert attention away from the Biden’s administration inability to provide capitalist stability. 

The unfolding of events in Ukraine that are relevant for Africans
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  1. The full responsibility for the dangerous crisis unfolding in Ukraine has its genesis in the illegal 
policies of the U.S./EU/NATO “Axis of Domination” beginning in 2014. As the Black Alliance for Peace 
reported, it was clear even from statements attributed to Obama o cials that, “During the latter part of 
2013 until February 2014, the Obama/Biden administration gave material support and encouragement 
to anti-democratic right-wing elements in Ukraine to execute ‘regime change.’” Therefore, the U.S. was 
deeply implicated in the coup of February 2014 that overthrew the democratically elected president of 
Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych. 

  2. The coup government was infected with Ukrainian ultra-nationalists and with political ties to literal 
fascists such as the “Right Sector” and the Azov battalions. The coup plunged Ukraine into crisis 
because substantial sectors of Ukrainian society did not support it, especially sections of predominantly 
Russian speaking Ukrainian citizens in the Eastern portions of the nation. Those Ukrainian citizens 
rejected the legitimacy of the coup government and began to voice support for independence from the 
neo-Nazi government that took power.  The response from the illegal coup regime was to label its own 
citizens “terrorists” and attack the Eastern portions of the country militarily. In other words, they 
attacked their own citizens – a crime that the Obama administration pretended was the excuse for U.S. 
subversion in Syria. 

  3. The Azov Battalion played a major combat role in the attacks by the coup government against 
Ukrainian citizens who opposed the coup. The Azov Battalion is avowedly “partially” pro-Nazi, as 
evidenced by its regalia, slogans, and programmatic statements, and as well-documented as such by 
several international monitoring organizations. The Azov Battalion was incorporated into the National 
Guards of Ukraine, the armed forces of the Ukrainian state, and today is reported to be being trained by 
U.S. Special Forces.

  4. A er su ering military defeats at the hands of the peoples in Eastern Ukraine that had subsequently 
declared themselves independent of the coup government, an agreement between Donbas and the coup 
government was arrived at that became known as the Minsk II agreement. Terms of the agreement 
included a commitment to a cease re along with relative autonomy for Donbas (Eastern Ukraine). The 
agreement avoided all-out war and provided a degree of “stability” until the Biden administration came 
back to power. 

Back in power, Biden and the Democrats who have now reclaimed the mantle of the party of war, began to 
encourage Ukraine authorities to ignore the Minsk II agreement and to forcefully retake control of Donbas. 
Even more dangerously, the U.S. and some European powers began to indicate that Ukraine might be 
invited to become a member of NATO. If Ukraine becomes a member of NATO, this could allow a nuclear 
armed NATO to be positioned right on the borders of Russia. Russia is rightly concerned about this security 
risk at its border. 

The Black Radical Position on the Situation in Ukraine 

NATO is an illegitimate aggressive structure in the service of Western imperialism and does not deserve 
any support from African/Black and colonized people. Moreover, all social forces committed to peace 
should demand that NATO be dismantled. The Ukrainian crisis is yet another example of the delusional 
policies being pursued by U.S. rulers unable to accept the changed circumstances in the world today that 
limit their ability to impose their interests on peoples and nations without consequences. 

As an African people involved in an existential battle in the U.S. against rightist forces, from the 
Trump/Republican supporters to the warmongering neoliberal Democrats, with both committed to global 
“Full Spectrum Dominance” (white power), it would be an a ront to our history and people to enter this 
struggle on the side of empire and NATO.  

 

BAP Demands:

1.  All parties to the con ict adhere to the provisions re ected in the Minsk agreement

2.  Instead of the arbitrary and illegal activities of the United States and NATO, the Ukrainian situation 
should be moved to the United Nations Security Council, the only body by international law tasked with 
the responsibility to address international threats to peace.

3.  That NATO, a structure for advancing the interests of white supremacy and the U.S. empire be 
dismantled.

4.  The U.S. government renounce its commitment to the doctrine of global “Full Spectrum 
Dominance.”

Select Resources from BAP and BAP members:

BAP Press Release:  Black Alliance For Peace took a strong stance on the escalating situation in Ukraine. 
“Black Alliance for Peace Condemns the Policies of the U.S./EU/NATO Axis of Domination in Ukraine”

Ajamu Baraka, Ukraine: What Does it Have to Do with Black Folks? 

BAP Press Release: Ukraine: Biden Administration’s “Wag the Dog” Diversionary War?: 

Interview Ajamu Baraka on Ukraine: Unmasking Imperialism Hosted by Ramiro Sebastián Fúnez.  

Margaret Kimberley: Ukraine and War Propaganda

Ajamu Baraka, National Organizer of the Black Alliance for Peace joined “By Any Means Necessary” to 
discuss the ongoing issues in Ukraine and its meaning for Black people in the US.

Salifu Mack, Erica Caines, Biden-Harris and the Never-Ending Commitment to War and Terror: 

Charisse Burden-Stelly, “Against the Triple Evils: The Biden’s Administrations A ront to Dr. King’s Legacy

 

Pre-2021:

Margaret Kimberley:  Russia Wins 

Glen Ford:  Hillary and Other Assorted Barbarians at Russia’s Gate

Ajamu Baraka:  The Story of Charlottesville Was Written in Blood in The Ukraine

Interview: Ajamu and Phil Wilatyo - A Voice From The Margins - US Foreign Policy in Ukraine and Eastern 
Europe 

Additional Information:  

Estonia and Latvia are NATO member states; they are both on Russia’s border. Estonia would be the closest 
to Saint Petersburg. See the map here and look at number 24, that is Estonia and the little inlet just north > 
that is where Saint Petersburg is.
 

US propaganda is in ating the supposed 100,000 troops that Russia has on Ukraine’s border but doesn’t talk 
about the 3.5 million personnel that NATO has in Europe. 

NATO and Africa: 

In his 1966 book Challenge of the Congo, Kwame Nkrumah writes: “Foreign powers already have military 
bases in various, strategically important parts of our continent. There are in Africa at present, seventeen air 
bases owned and operated by individual members of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). There 
are nine naval bases encircling the continent from the north coast of Africa right round the south coast to 
the east. There are foreign military missions, for example in Kenya, Morocco, Liberia, Libya, South Africa, 
Senegal and Ivory Coast. Furthermore, they possess three rocket sites, and an atomic testing range in North 
Africa. There are mines being exploited for the production of raw materials for the manufacture of nuclear 
weapons. Some of these mines are situated in the Congo, Angola, South Africa, Mozambique and Rhodesia. 
In the context of of the imperialist plan to prevent Africa from achieving complete political and economic 
independence and an All-African Union Government, these foreign military bases present a serious threat to 
the African revolutionary struggle.” (p. xi)

Walter Rodney was even more explicit on how NATO moved into Africa as part of the e orts to shi  colonial 
power from the traditional European powers to the new colonial hegemon - the United States of America. 
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Join thousands of people building the anti-war movement. Sign up for the BAP newsletter.

Rodney accurately describes the early foundation of colonial Africa’s relationship with NATO which 
continues today when he said in How Europe Underdeveloped Africa: “Adding to the regular bases in long 
established colonies, the imperialist powers were able to set up military installations in African territories 
which fell into their hands during the war. In this context, the USA was particularly important, because it 
was already the principal buttress of the capitalist defense system in the form of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization (NATO). Thus, a er helping to recapture North Africa from the fascist, the United States was 
able to build major air-force bases in Morocco, and Libya. In Italian Eritrea, the Americans stepped in with 
modern radar stations; and Ethiopia conceded military bases.” (p. 198)

NATO & AFRICOM

AFRICOM is actually a direct product of NATO via EUCOM (US European command) because EUCOM is a 
component part of NATO and EUCOM originally included responsibility for 42 African states. In 2003 
NATO started expanding; four years later the EUCOM commander proposed the creation of AFRICOM in 
2007. James L. Jones Jr. explains how he came to make the proposal for AFRICOM from his position as 
commander of EUCOM as well as commander of operational forces of NATO here.

As previously mentioned regarding NATO’s relationship with OAU states, the policy of NATO “partnering” 
with African states to achieve its goals has continued with the establishment of the AU. The AU has 
partnered with NATO/AFRICOM missions regarding “anti-piracy,” military training, operational support, 
etc. in Somalia, and spearheaded missions in Sudan & Gulf of Guinea.

The US/NATO role in the destruction of Libya in 2011 is important to highlight because it o ers some 
important lessons. First, US imperialism and its western lackies do not accept any country that decides to be 
an independent force outside of its sphere of in uence. Secondly, it also demonstrates how NATO can work 
hand in hand with other US/western dominated world structures like the UN. In 2011 the UN (resolution 
1973) gave political authorization for a “no Fly zone” and blockade of Libya to reportedly “protect” the 
citizens which ultimately resulted the destruction of the country. It shows that although US-led NATO o en 
uses the UN for political cover, it has no problem illegally  overstepping its UN mandate to commit its crimes 
against humanity and achieve its regime change goals. Even a few countries that abstained from the UN vote 
like China said they did so not to o end the reactionary Arab league AND the African Union which 
approved of the resolution. This shows cooperation between NATO, UN the AU, and the Arab League.

The book The Illegal War on Libya edited by Cynthia McKinney, includes the chapter titled “NATO’s Libya 
War, A Nuremberg Level Crime” in which Stephen Ledman writes: “The US-led NATO war on Libya will be 
remembered as one of history’s greatest crimes, violating the letter and spirit of international law and 
America’s Constitution. The Nuremberg Tribunal’s Chief Justice Robert Jackson (a supreme court justice) 
called Nazi war crimes ‘the supreme international crime against peace.’ Here are his November 21, 1945 
opening remarks:

The wrongs which we seek to condemn and punish have been so calculated, so malignant, and so 
devastating, that civilization cannot tolerate their being ignored, because it cannot survive their being 
repeated.”  Jackson called aggressive war “the greatest menace of our times.” International law de nes crimes 
against peace as “planning, preparation, initiation, or waging of wars of aggression, or a war in violation of 
international treaties, agreements or assurances, or participation in a common plan or conspiracy for the 
accomplishment of any of the foregoing.

All US post-WWII wars fall under this de nition. Since then, America has waged direct and proxy 
premeditated, aggressive wars worldwide. It has killed millions in East and Central Asia, North and other 
parts of Africa, the Middle East, and Europe, as well as in Central and South America.” (p. 79)

Some quotations from Horace Campbell’s book Global NATO and the Catastrophic Failure in Libya: Lessons 
for Africa in the Forging of African Unity are instructive for understanding the expansion of NATO, its 
aggression toward Russia, and its role in Africa generally, and Libya particularly:

“The NATO operation [in Libya] exposed the reality that in the current depression there will be massive use 
of force by Western corporations to remain competitive. These corporate entities have decided to go 
beyond structural adjustment ‘reforms’ and have taken a military stand in Africa. There were also 
commentators who perceived the Libyan intervention as a proxy war with China. War and revolution in 
North Africa have opened a new period in the history of Africa.” (p. 30)

“Russia opposed the expansion of NATO, claiming that this was a military alliance to encircle Russia by 
extending its membership to include former members of the Warsaw Pact… NATO expanded under 
President Clinton to protect ‘globalized’ capital, and it was in this period of expansion that NATO jumped 
from twelve members to sixteen, then to nineteen, then to twenty-six by 2004 and to twenty-eight members 
by 2009. Despite vocal opposition from Russia, the discussion of expanding NATO now proceeded to the 
idea of Global NATO…” (p. 40)

“Africa remained outside the orbit of this globalized NATO because memories of the anti-apartheid 
struggles were too fresh in Africa, especially southern Africa. Soon a er the end of apartheid, the 
government of the United States proposed an African Crisis Response initiative. Nelson Mandela was among 
the  rst to vigorously oppose this planned military force in Africa. For the next eight years, U.S. diplomatic 
e orts were geared toward ensnaring individual states into a military network dominated by the United 
States. Hiding behind the guise of humanitarian relief, in 2004 the United States announced the formation 
of the African Contingency Operations Training and Assistance program. The ostensive purpose of ACOTA 
was to train military trainers and equip African national militaries to conduct peace support operations. 
Less than four years later, the United States launched a new initiative, the U.S. Africa Command 
(AFRICOM). This new military force for Africa was rejected by even the most servile allies of the United 
States. There was only one country that, in public, promised basing privileges for AFRICOM. This was 
Liberia.” (pp. 40-41)

“Africans could see through the duplicity of the humanitarian imperialism of NATO in the genocide in 
Rwanda and the NATO operations in the Balkans. In 1994, the United States took the lead in opposing the 
United Nations intervention to stop the genocide in Rwanda. In 1999, NATO bombed Kosovo for over 
seventy-nine days as it gave itself a new mission to expand U.S. military power right up to Moscow’s 
doorstep.” (p. 43)

NATO continues its training of African forces

The July 2018 NATO Summit has solidi ed the geopolitical climate for a NATO-led training mission to the 
DRC, aimed at the ‘protection of civilians’ through the development of the DRC security forces. See article 
“Crisis In The Congo: A New Role For NATO’s Southern Hub 

This is related to the current role of AFRICOM in the DRC today. See article, ”Backed by AFRICOM, 
corporations plunder DR Congo for “climate-friendly” materials and blame China”

Further reading:

• The African Union’s Response to the Libyan Crisis: A Plea for Objectivity

• UN Nato War Crimes Libya Sparks Anger and Continuing Resistance

• The Illegality of Nato

• U.N. Resolution - Libyan Crisis 

• Hartung, William D., Prophets of War Lockheed Martin and the making of the Military-Industrial 
Complex

       H O M  + A  O U T  U  C A M P A I G N + G  T  I N V O L V  D + N  W  + R   O U R C   C O N T A C T  U  D O N A T 

 

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-the-us-can-build-on-its-success-with-africom/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/new-atlanticist/how-the-us-can-build-on-its-success-with-africom/
https://www.files.ethz.ch/isn/159844/fp_22.pdf
https://www.africom.mil/pressrelease/33002/africom-commander-talks-security-partnerships
https://www.un.org/press/en/2011/sc10200.doc.htm#Resolution
https://www.un.org/press/en/2011/sc10200.doc.htm#Resolution
https://www.jstor.org/stable/43302692
https://globalsecurityreview.com/crisis-drc-congo-new-role-nato-southern-hub/
https://thegrayzone.com/2021/11/30/africom-corporations-dr-congo-climate-china/
https://brill.com/view/journals/ajls/7/1/article-p123_6.xml?language=en
https://blackagendareport.com/content/un-nato-war-crimes-libya-sparks-anger-and-continuing-resistance
https://www.transcend.org/tms/2022/01/the-illegality-of-nato-2/
https://www.nato.int/nato_static/assets/pdf/pdf_2011_03/20110927_110311-UNSCR-1973.pdf
https://blackallianceforpeace.com/
https://blackallianceforpeace.com/campaign
https://blackallianceforpeace.com/contact-us
https://blackallianceforpeace.com/donate


If you use your real email address here, Facebook may be able to track you. Click to learn more.

Faceook Container
Allow Facebook to track you here?

This site can share your email address with Facebook, which allows Facebook to track you. Use a service like Firefox Relay to hide your real email address.

Don’t show me this again

Dismiss Try Firefox Relay

First

First Name *

Last

Last Name *

Email

Email Address *

SUBMIT

Latin American and Caribbean Community Center Inc. is the fiscal sponsor of The Black Alliance for Peace.

 



For African
and
Colonized
People, to
Undertand
Ukraine:
De-center
urope and
Focu on
Imperialim
March 1, 2022

3 Like


hare View Pot →

Black Alliance for Peace Statement on the Situation in the Ukraine

The Black Alliance for Peace emphatically declares that the con ict in the 
Ukraine emerges from the ceaseless and single-minded drive of the U.S., 
NATO, and the European Union for global economic and political 
dominance. The genesis of the current crisis, as BAP has previously 
asserted, is in the 2014 US-backed coup of Ukraine’s democratically elected 
government – and in the determination of the U.S./EU/NATO “axis of 
domination” to convert Ukraine into a heavily-militarized NATO member 
nation, lurking on the border of the Russian Federation. NATO’s expansion 
has been a well-known security concern for Russia since 1999, when Bill 
Clinton inaugurated the o cial process of growing NATO’s membership to 
include former nations of the Warsaw Pact. Today, as the con ict escalates, 
NATO’s expansion has become an existential threat to African people and 
all oppressed and colonized people around the world. For peace to arrive in 
the region and in the world, the expansion of this “axis of domination” must 
be halted and NATO must be dismantled. 

But what is peace? For BAP, peace is not merely the absence of con ict. 
Peace means the achievement, through popular struggle and self-defense, 
of a world liberated from militarism and nuclear proliferation, imperialism 
and unjust war, patriarchy, and white supremacy. Indeed, the resurgence 
and celebration of Nazism in the Ukraine, as well as in the United States, 
Canada, and elsewhere, represents a global consolidation of white 
supremacy as part of the project of imperialism. This consolidation also appears 
through invocations of and appeals to white, “civilized” nations and peoples 
and the entrenchment of an unabashedly racist pan-European world. Peace 
also means dismantling a military-industrial complex that is clearly 
pro ting from endless war and intervention and reinvesting bloated 
“defense” budgets into education, health and child care, housing, and the 
battle against global warming. We need to dismantle NATO for the same 
reasons we need to abolish the police: both serve the interests of capital and 
empire at the expense of the global working classes. 

The Black Alliance for Peace is mindful of the loss of life in Ukraine, but 
also in Somalia, Yemen, and every nation su ering under NATO wars of 
domination. We o er our unwavering solidarity with the people of these 
places. As BAP Coordinating Committee member Ra ki Morris  argues:

 “Our concern for the people of Ukraine must be added to our overarching 
concern for those in Iraq, Afghanistan, Syria, Yemen, Libya; coups in 
Egypt, Honduras, Ukraine, Bolivia, Brazil;  subversion in Venezuela, 
Nicaragua, Cuba; coups across the African continent with soldiers trained 
by AFRICOM.” 

We note, for example, that as the U.S. condemned the military actions of 
the Russian Federation in Ukraine, its armed drones bombed Somalia. 
Moreover, as Black immigrants from Africa and the Caribbean were 
abandoned and mistreated in the Ukraine, the 200th deportation  ight of 
the Biden administration sent 129 Haitians to Port-au-Prince, adding to the 
21,000 already deported in one year. 

To secure the interests of the Russian and Ukrainian people, there must be 
good faith negotiations between the Russian Federation, representatives of 
the peoples of Donbas, the Ukrainian state, and the U.S. The EU and the 
U.S. must end their continuous shipments of arms and other “lethal aid” to 
Ukraine. Ukraine and Russia must enter into serious discussions with the 
peoples of the Donbas in order to determine if the Minsk agreement, which 
was  unanimously approved by the United Nations Security Council in 2015, 
is still applicable.  And NATO must be disbanded.

A cloud of confusion has settled on many people, as the lusty calls for war 
with Russia grow louder and the propagandistic appeals to patriotism, 
racial nationalism, and the defense of “white civilization” intensify. For 
BAP, there is no confusion. The con ict in the Ukraine has only exposed the 
hypocrisy and contradictions of imperialism, war, and militarism – and the 
demand for peace means to  ght against U.S. imperialism and the 
U.S./EU/NATO axis of domination.

On this strategic focus, BAP says once again that there will be No 
Compromise and No Retreat! 

EN FRANÇAIS

Déclaration de l'Alliance Noire pour la Paix sur la situation en Ukraine

L'Alliance Noire pour la Paix (ANP) déclare avec vehemence que le con it 
en Ukraine découle de la volonté incessante et résolue des États-Unis, de 
l'OTAN et de l'Union Européenne d’implémenter une domination 
économique et politique mondiale. L’origine de la crise actuelle, comme 
l’ANP l'a déjà a rmé, réside dans le coup d'État, soutenu par les États-Unis 
en 2014, contre le gouvernement ukrainien démocratiquement élu – ainsi 
que dans la détermination de l’"axe de domination" US/UE/OTAN, pour 
convertir l'Ukraine en état membre de l'OTAN, en un état fortement 
militarisé rôdant aux frontières de la Fédération de Russie. L'expansion de 
l'OTAN est une préoccupation sécuritaire reconnue pour la Russie depuis 
1999, date à laquelle Bill Clinton a inauguré le processus o ciel de 
promotion du nombre d'adhésions à l'OTAN a n d’y inclure les pays de 
l’ancien Pacte de Varsovie. Aujourd'hui, alors que le con it s'intensi e, 
l'expansion de l'OTAN est devenue une menace existentielle pour le peuple 
africain et pour tous les peuples opprimés et colonisés à travers le monde. 
Pour que la paix soit réalisée dans la région et dans le monde, l'expansion de 
cet « axe de domination » doit cesser et l'OTAN doit être démantelée.

Mais qu'est-ce que la paix ? Pour l’ANP, la paix n'est pas simplement 
l'absence de con it. La paix signi e la réalisation, par la lutte populaire et 
l'autodéfense, d'un monde libéré du militarisme et de la prolifération 
nucléaire, de l'impérialisme et de la guerre injuste, du patriarcat et de la 
suprématie blanche. En e et, la résurgence et la célébration du nazisme en 
Ukraine, ainsi qu'aux États-Unis, au Canada et ailleurs, représentent une 
consolidation mondiale de la suprématie blanche dans le cadre du projet 
impérialiste. Cette consolidation se manifeste également à travers ces 
invocations et ces appels aux nations et peuples blancs et « civilisés » ainsi 
qu’à travers l'établissement d'un monde paneuropéen résolument raciste. 
La paix signi e également le démantèlement du complexe militaro-
industriel qui pro te en toute évidence d'une guerre et d'une intervention 
sans  n. La paix implique le réinvestissement de ces budgets de « défense » 
militaire gon és dans l'éducation, la santé et la garde d'enfants, le logement 
et la lutte contre le réchau ement climatique. Nous devons démanteler 
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l'OTAN pour les mêmes raisons que nous devons abolir la police : les deux 
servent les intérêts du Capital et de l'Empire aux dépens des classes 
ouvrières mondiales.

L'ANP reste sensible aux pertes de vies humaines en Ukraine, mais aussi en 
Somalie, au Yémen et dans toutes les nations qui sou rent des guerres de 
domination de l'OTAN. Nous o rons notre solidarité indéfectible aux 
peuples de ces régions. Comme le soutient Ra ki Morris, membre du 
Comité de Coordination de l’ANP :

« Notre préoccupation pour le peuple ukrainien doit s'ajouter à notre 
préoccupation globale pour ceux qui se trouvent en Irak, en Afghanistan, en 
Syrie, au Yémen, en Libye ; pour ceux qui endurent des coups d'État en 
Égypte, au Honduras, en Ukraine, en Bolivie, au Brésil ou qui subissent la 
subversion au Venezuela, au Nicaragua, à Cuba ou encore des coups d'État 
dirigés par ces soldats formés par l'AFRICOM à travers le continent 
Africain. » 

Nous remarquons par exemple que des drones armés des États Unis 
bombardaient la Somalie alors que les États-Unis condamnaient les actions 
militaires de la Fédération de Russie en Ukraine. De plus, alors que les 
immigrants noirs d'Afrique et des Caraïbes étaient abandonnés et maltraités 
en Ukraine, le 200e vol de déportation de l'administration Biden 
transportait 129 Haïtiens vers Port-au-Prince, s'ajoutant ainsi aux 21 000 
personnes déjà déportées en un an.

Pour garantir les intérêts des peuples russe et ukrainien, des négociations 
de bonne foi entre la Fédération de Russie, les représentants des peuples du 
Donbass et les États-Unis sont nécessaires . L'UE et les États-Unis doivent 
mettre  n à leurs envois continus d'armes et autres « aides létales » vers 
l'Ukraine. L'Ukraine et la Russie doivent entamer des discussions sérieuses 
avec les peuples du Donbass a n de déterminer si l'accord de Minsk, qui a 
été déjà approuvé à l'unanimité par le Conseil de sécurité des Nations unies 
en 2015, est toujours applicable. De surcroit, l'OTAN doit être dissoute.

Un vent de confusion s'est installé dans les esprits de nombreuses personnes 
aujourd’hui. Alors que les appels vils à la guerre contre la Russie 
s'intensi ent et que les appels propagandistes au patriotisme, au 
nationalisme racial et à la défense de la "civilisation blanche" se 
multiplient ; pour L’ANP, il n'y a aucune confusion. Le con it en Ukraine 
n'a fait que mettre en évidence l'hypocrisie et les contradictions de 
l'impérialisme, de la guerre et du militarisme. Par conséquent, demander 
de paix signi e lutter contre l'impérialisme américain et l’axe de 
domination US/UE/OTAN.

Sur cette orientation stratégique, L’ANP l’énonce une fois de plus : Ni 
Compromis, Ni Retraite !

Banner photo:  African students trying to get out of Ukraine have faced racism at 
the border. They’ve been prevented from getting on buses being told that Ukrainians 
come  rst. (WOJTEK RADWANSKI/AFP/GETTY)



Immediate Release        

Media Contact:

press@blackallianceforpeace.com

(202) 643-1136

February 7, 2022. On Friday evening, February 4th, the U.S. House of 
Representatives passed the America COMPETES Act of 2022 (H.R. 4521). 
The stated intent of the legislation is to strengthen “America’s national and 
economic security and the  nancial security of families, and advance our 
leadership in the world.” While this claim, found in Nancy Pelosi’s press 
statement on January 20th, seems to be addressing some of the most 
important political and economic issues currently plaguing the United 
States, from the supply chain to the shortage of semiconductors, the Black 
Alliance for Peace sees this piece of legislation as sinophobic and 
militaristic, and that only strengthens the imperialist designs of U.S. foreign 
policy.  

The premise of the America COMPETES Act is that China is a dangerous 
economic rival that represents a national security threat, and a “malign 
in uence,” BAP rejects that position and sees this legislation as an 
unnecessary and unjusti ed expenditure of the public’s resources that 
should be targeted instead toward addressing the human rights needs of 
the working class and poor in the U.S. 

We believe that the Act continues the United States' policy of militarism 
 rst and poor and working-class people last, manifested in the recent 
passage of the $780 billion “defense” bill while the Build Back Better bill–
which would have provided some relief for the most oppressed and 
exploited sections of U.S. society–is moribund. The $1.7 trillion cost of 
Build Back Better was said to be the impediment to its passage. 

However, the issue of cost was never raised in sending $200 million in 
deadly weapons to Ukraine in December on top of the $400 million the U.S. 
has already provided in 2021. The combined cost of the “defense” bill, aid to 
Ukraine, and the money allocated for the America COMPETES Act totals 
over a trillion dollars for war and aggression. The House, in passing the Act, 
has doubled down on the United States’ endless funding of aggression while 
putting an end to funding the public’s basic needs. 

“As U.S. infrastructure and public services continue to collapse at an 
alarming rate, the Act cynically proposes to harness the Infrastructure 
Transaction and Assistance Network to impede the development of 
relationships between China and “partner countries” to shore up the United 
States’ geopolitical interests. In other words, the United States is not aiming 
to compete, but rather to continue its predation in areas of strategic 
import,” according to BAP Coordinating Committee Member, Erica Caines.

Included in the Act is Division D - Foreign A airs Sec 30113 Supporting 
economic independence from the People’s Republic of China that explicitly states 
the United States’ intention to “counteract Chinese assistance and  nancing 
to foreign governments.” Jemima Pierre, coordinator of the BAP 
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Haiti/Americas Committee, points out that “As the Global South 
increasingly moves toward multipolar alliances to combat Western 
domination, the America COMPETES Act represents a desperate attempt to 
regain control over Latin America via USAID initiatives that use the War on 
Drugs to position China’s “education and cultural diplomacy” as a 
dangerous imposition and to punish China for not cooperating with U.S. 
foreign policy objectives in Latin America and the Caribbean” (secs.30251, 
30252). 

The Black Alliance for Peace particularly opposes the latter as grounds for 
“economic and  nancial sanctions” on China and other countries that 
refuse to align with the United States in this area. Regarding Africa, the Act 
intends to monitor the impact of the Chinese “political, economic, 
sociocultural, and security sector” activity on the continent and its impact 
on U.S. strategic interests, with Director of National Intelligence (DNI) 
reports made directly to Congress (sec. 30271).

Given our demand to demilitarize what is referred to as the “Indo-Paci c,” 
the Black Alliance for Peace further denounces any and all belligerent 
legislation that might escalate tensions between the U.S. and China on the 
issue of Taiwan. The e ort of the America COMPETES Act to “entrench 
U.S. economic diplomacy in the Indo-Paci c” and “bolster American 
leadership” threatens such escalation. This thinly veiled military pivot to 
Asia can only serve to heighten tensions and increase global instability.

With its aggressive posture and punitive aim, the America COMPETES Act 
directly contravenes the Black Alliance for Peace’s e orts to support the 
call for Latin America and the Caribbean to be recognized as a “Zone of 
Peace.” We categorically reject this combative approach and support 
regional and global cooperation between states and peoples to solve 
common global challenges. We condemn the continuation of hostility 
toward China in the America COMPETES Act in the paternalistic guise of 
protecting the interests of “developing” countries. 

Banner photo: House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, along with Rep. Richard Neal (D-MA) 
and Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX), speaking about the America COMPETES 
Act in the U.S. Capitol on Feb. 4. The Act continues the United States' policy of 
militarism  rst and poor and working-class people last. (DREW 
ANGERER/GETTY)
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January 27, 2022. The Black Alliance for Peace (BAP) along with the 
ANSWER Coalition, CODEPINK, Maryland Peace Action, Popular 
Resistance, and many other organizations will gather in Washington today 
at noon in front of the White House as part of an emergency mobilization 
of anti-war activists to express opposition to the unnecessary and extremely 
dangerous possibility of war in Ukraine.

With a 39% job approval rating, more deaths from covid than during the 
Trump administration, and a failure to deliver on most of promises made 
during the 2020 presidential campaign, the intentional escalation of 
tensions by the United States with Russia appears as a clumsy attempt by 
the Biden administration and the Democratic Party to divert attention from 
the historic failures of the administration’s domestic policies.

There could be no other rational explanation for why the Biden 
administration would encourage the Ukrainian coup government to reject 
the Minsk II agreement that provided a diplomatic framework for 
peacefully resolving the internal struggle between the Ukrainian 
government and regions that declared themselves independent of that 
government, unless, according to BAP National Organizer, Ajamu Baraka:

“The manufactured crisis with Russia over Ukraine, demonstrates once 
again the incredible recklessness and outrageous opportunism that the 
U.S./NATO/EU Axis of domination is prepared to pursue in order to 
achieve its geo-strategic objective of full-spectrum economic and political 
global domination.”

Whatever the explanation, it is clear that for African peoples, the 
U.S./NATO/EU Axis of Domination continues to represent the greatest 
threat to peace, human rights, and social justice on the planet today. That is 
why it is so absurd to see the Black Misleadership class lining up to 
demonstrate their support for war with Russia while Black people still face 
the structural violence of capitalism and the terror of state violence from 
the domestic army occupying our communities that are referred to as the 
police.

BAP says that it is irrational for any African to embrace the agenda of 
empire by giving credence or legitimacy to the crude mobilization of public 
opinion for con ict on behalf of NATO, a structure created to perpetuate 
white power and the colonial/capitalist project.

We are clear: we say once again, not one drop of the blood from Black 
workers, the colonized and nationally oppressed in defense of the U.S. 
capitalist oligarchy. 

Banner photo:  The Pentagon has put 8,500 troops on high alert as the U.S. 
escalates tensions with Russia over Ukraine. (Stefani Reynolds/The New York Times) 
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Black Alliance for Peace Condemns the Policies of the U.S./EU/NATO Axis 
of Domination in Ukraine

The Manufactured Crisis in Ukraine Con rms Why NATO Must be Dismantled

January 12, 2022 — The Black Alliance for Peace (BAP) concludes that the 
full responsibility for the dangerous crisis unfolding in Ukraine has its 
genesis in the illegal policies of the U.S./EU/NATO “Axis of Domination” 
beginning in 2014. As the corporate press presents a one-sided presentation 
of event in Ukraine as part of a massive propaganda e ort to mobilize 
public opinion to support the reckless positions of the Biden 
administration, BAP believes that the public must be presented with a 
counternarrative of the chronology of events in Ukraine. BAP National 
Organizer; Ajamu Baraka summarizes some of those events: 

“During the latter part of 2013 until February 2014, the Obama/Biden 
administration gave material support and encouragement to anti-
democratic right-wing elements in Ukraine to execute “regime change” 
against the democratically elected government of Victor Yanukovych. This 
plunged Ukraine into crisis because substantial sectors of Ukrainian society 
did not support the coup, especially sections of predominantly Russian 
speaking Ukrainian citizens in the Eastern portions of the nation. Those 
Ukrainian citizens rejected the legitimacy of the coup government and 
began to voice support for independence from the neo-Nazi government 
that took power. And what was the response from the illegal coup regime? It 
attacked their citizens in the East. In other words, they attacked their own 
citizens – a crime that the Obama administration pretended was the excuse 
for U.S. subversion in Syria. “ 

The con ict that ensued as a result of the invasion of Eastern Ukraine by 
the Ukrainian government with the full support of right-wing paramilitary 
forces like the neo-Nazi Azov battalions, did not succeed in forcing the 
republics that subsequently referred to themselves as the Donbas Peoples’ 
Republic to submit to the coup government.  An agreement between 
Donbas and the coup government was arrived at that became known as the 
Minsk II agreement. Terms of the agreement included a commitment to a 
cease re along with relative autonomy for Donbas. The agreement avoided 
all-out war and provided some degree of “stability” until the Biden 
administration came back to power. 

Back in power, Biden and the democrats who have now become the party of 
war, begin to encourage Ukraine authorities to ignore Minsk and to 
forcefully take back control of Donbas. Even more dangerously, the U.S. 
and some European powers began to indicate that Ukraine might be invited 
to become a member of NATO. That could allow NATO with its nuclear 
weapons to be positioned right on the borders of Russia and with its nuclear 
arsenal. 

BAP regards NATO as an illegitimate o ensive force in the service of 
Western imperialism. Therefore, we call on all social forces committed to 
peace to join us in demanding that NATO be dismantled. In the meantime, 
and speci cally on Ukraine, BAP is calling on the international Anti-war 
movement to demand that the U.S. and NATO deescalate the situation. 
Concretely this means demanding that: 

  1. All parties to the con ict adhere to the provisions re ected in the 
Minsk II agreement

  2. And that the Ukrainian situation is taken up by the United Nations 
Security Council, the only body by international law tasked with the 
responsibility to address international threats to peace – not the 
arbitrary and illegal activities of the United States and its allies. 

The undermining of international law by the U.S./EU/NATO Axis of 
Domination committed to maintaining Western imperialist hegemony by 
operating outside the framework of international law, is now seen by much 
of the non-European world as the primary threat to international peace, 
security, and human rights. 

BAP shares that assessment and pledges to continue to oppose U.S. policies, 
understanding that today as it was more than   y years ago when Dr. King 
 rst uttered these words – “the U.S. is the greatest purveyor of violence in 
the world.” 

###

(Banner Photo:  US president Joe Biden and Ukrainian president Volodymyr 
Zelensky in the Oval O ce in September 2021 — Image by The White 
House)
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Black Alliance for Peace Condemns the U.S. National Guard deployment 
to Horn of Africa

On International Human Rights Day, BAP calls for the U.S. to end its military 
occupation of the African continent

December 10, 2021 -- The US Africa Command, AFRICOM, has launched 
“Task Force Red Dragon,” which includes more than 2,000 Virginia 
National Guard (VNG) personnel (by January), the largest VNG deployment 
since WWII. Added to that will be National Guard Soldiers from Maryland 
and Kentucky which totals the most soldiers the division has mobilized 
since 1942. While Maj. Gen. Timothy P. Williams, the Adjutant General of 
Virginia said, “The soldiers of Task Force Red Dragon are great examples of 
citizen-soldier service.” The Black Alliance for Peace (BAP) rejects the idea 
that there is any useful service to be had in the continuing U.S. interference 
in the a airs of sovereign nations on the African continent or elsewhere. 
BAP demands not only the withdrawal of all U.S. troops in Africa, but the 
closure of all U.S. bases throughout the world.

According to BAP National Organizer Ajamu Baraka, “U.S. president Joe 
Biden is exploiting International Human Rights Day with his farcical and 
exclusionary “Summit for Democracy” in an attempt to advance the 
obscene notion that the U.S. and by extension the colonial states of Western 
Europe are somehow the defenders of democracy and human rights. This 
is despite the increasing lawlessness of the U.S. state in the form of 
murderous sanctions, support for coups, illegal wars, military agreements 
and anti-democratic destabilization campaigns in nations across the planet. 
These actions represent a massive assault on democracy and the dignity 
and human rights of colonized and racialized peoples and nations across 
the planet.” 

AFRICOM is responsible for all US Department of Defense operations, 
exercises, and security operations on the African continent, its island 
nations and surrounding waters. AFRICOM initially began in 2007 and 
became fully operational on October 1, 2008. AFRICOM maintains relations 
with 53 African countries. AFRICOM’s role is to support and work in 
tandem with US foreign policy in Africa to support its national interests. 

 As Netfa Freeman, co-cordinator of BAP’s Africa Team, reminds us, “the 
real purpose of AFRICOM is to enable terrorism while at the same time 
prosecuting the “war on terror” in Africa. This contradictory action ensures 
that Africa is in a constant state of war and instability. In doing so 
AFRICOM nurtures and justi es its own reason for being while developing 
a dependence of African states on AFRICOM for their defense.`` 

BAP believes that this is done to comply with  US and its European allies 
‘strategic interests and objectives to have unfettered access to Africa’s 
natural resources via their comprador neocolonial “partners”. The 
dependency on AFRICOM by partner African states also facilitates the 
training of most of Africa’s military by US or NATO forces thereby 
increasing  their allegiance to US imperialist interests. Research also shows 
that since the founding of AFRICOM there has been a marked increase in 
militant extremist groups operating in Africa.

While the Black Alliance for Peace is committed to peace, we understand 
there can be no peace without justice, and we will stand in solidarity with 
all peoples (and nations) who strive to liberate themselves from all forms of 
neocolonial oppression. BAP takes a resolute anti-colonial, anti-imperialist 
position that links the international role of the U.S. empire to the domestic 
war against poor people and working-class Black people within the United 
States. We unequivocally support and upli  mutual cooperation, solidarity, 
and peace among all parties and people in Ethiopia, Eritrea, and the 
broader Horn of Africa region. 

The U.S.-EU-NATO axis of domination will ultimately  nd its deathbed in 
Africa at the hands of the Pan-African masses. We support African-led, 
localized con ict resolution that is not tied to advancing imperialism, neo-
colonialism or any other nefarious Western agendas. 

International human rights day is a perfect opportunity to rea rm our 
commitment to authentic democracy and People(s)-Centered Human 
Rights. 

The deployment of U.S. troops to Africa and the phony democracy summit 
are a reminder that we must remain vigilant against all e orts to confuse 
the real intent of the U.S./EU/NATO Axis of domination. All of our 
organizing and mobilizations must have one objective- to  forge 
transcontinental public cooperation that will save ourselves from the 
greatest threat to peace and stability on the planet, the U.S. government. 

(Banner Photo: American special forces training with West African soldiers in 2018 
in Agadez, Niger. Credit: Tara Todras-Whitehill for The New York Times)
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Black Alliance for Peace Condemns Trial of Black Activist Dedan Waciuri 
as a Violation of Human Rights

December 6, 2021 -- A er a number of delays and questionable 
prosecutorial behavior in their attempts to force a plea-deal because of the 
weakness of their case, Dedan Waciuri, a resident of Greenville, North 
Carolina is scheduled to be tried December 7th in the city of Greenville on 
two charges: “damage to government property” and “inciting a riot.” These 
charges stem from a protest organized in Greenville on May 31, 2020, in 
relation to the police killings of George Floyd and Breonna Taylor and 
police violence directed at members of the Black community in general.

The Black Alliance for Peace (BAP), a national anti-war and human rights 
organization believes that the charges against Dedan, a member of BAP’s 
Coordinating Committee, are a blatant attempt to send a message to the 
Black communities in Eastern North Carolina that resistance to oppression 
and the  ght for human rights will result in confronting the full weight of 
the power of the state.

According to Ajamu Baraka, internationally recognized human rights 
activist and spokesperson for BAP, “It is no accident that Dedan is one of 
over thirteen thousand activists arrested across the country during the anti-
police violence demonstrations sparked by the killings of George Floyd and 
Breonna Taylor. The response to those protests across the country resulted 
in massive human rights violations by U.S. authorities. Therefore, it is not 
ironic but consistent, that Dedan is facing imprisonment for defending the 
collective human rights of his community and people three days before 
International Human Rights Day.”    

Activists and human rights organizations from around the country have 
been contacting the Pitt County prosecutors demanding that they stop the 
charade and drop the charges against Dedan.

Background to Governmental repression targeting Black activists:

Domestic political repression is considered by many to be a relic of the past 
with examples like the FBI’s COINTELPRO, but it continues to this day as a 
valuable tool of the state to attack liberatory movements.  

There are also numerous changes and attempted changes in state laws 
across the country with the intent to criminalize protest and silence 
dissent.  In May of this year, the NC House of Representatives attempted to 
pass HB 805, a measure that would impose harsh penalties for protesters 
who are charged with “rioting.”

In Greenville and other communities in Eastern North Carolina, police and 
other state agencies have continuously made targets out of activists who 
speak up for Black lives. Dedan’s case is the city’s response to a community 
organizer and the people’s democratic rights to speech, resistance, and 
justice.

###

(Banner Photo: Dedan Waciuri of CAR leads a canvassing group educating about the 
Sterling Point neighborhood that black people have been forced to move to because of 
the gentri cation and policy violence causing displacement and dispossession.)



Black Alliance for Peace Statement on Venezuelan Elections

The news out of Venezuela related to the elections is that there is no news. 
All attempts to attack and delegitimize the process failed and the people of 
that beleaguered nation once again chose independence and dignity over 
surrendering to the imperialist gangsterism of the United States and their 
white supremacist, European colonial allies.

For the  rst time in four years elements of the political opposition 
participated in elections that saw nearly 70,000 candidates representing 37 
national political parties and 43 regional organizations for 23 governors, 
335 mayors, 253 lawmakers, and 2,471 councilors.

Demonstrating once again that it is committed to open, fair, and clean 
elections, the Consejo National Electoral (CNE), the governmental body 
responsible for organizing elections in the country, issued credentials to 
over 300 international observers from 55 countries and institutions such as 
the European Union (EU), the United Nations (UN), and the Carter Center.

The result?

The “Great Patriotic Pole” (GPP), a coalition of parties and social 
movements organized by the United Socialist Party of Venezuela (PSUV), 
won overwhelmingly including 20 out of 23 key governorships in the sub-
national election.

According to BAP National Organizer Ajamu Baraka, “The support of the 
Venezuelan people for their process demonstrates once again, like what we 
just saw in the Nicaraguan elections and the failed revolt in Cuba on the 
15th, that the white supremacists do not understand that when a people 
have tasted freedom, reconnected with their pre-colonial cultural 
traditions of knowledge production and independence, they become 
immune to the political, ideological and material attempts to drive them 
back into subordination.”

The elections in Venezuela and Nicaragua, the abandonment of reactionary 
forces in Cuba by the Cuban people, and the solidarity from progressive 
forces globally in support of the struggles for national liberation and self-
determination in the Americas, represent the upsurge of popular 
opposition and the growing weakness and fragility of U.S. and European 
imperialism.
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They all forcefully a rm that the colonial realities are being reversed. It is 
a victory for all oppressed, colonized, and working-class peoples when a 
people, working to build a new society for themselves freed from the 
dehumanizing e ects of the colonial/capitalist system, are able to withstand 
the systematic assaults on their democratic process and national 
sovereignty. BAP stands  rmly with all of these attempts and proudly 
salutes the people of Venezuela.

No compromise, no retreat! 



We in the Black Alliance for Peace stand in uncompromising opposition to 
the U.S.-led imperialist aggression against Ethiopia and by extension 
against her neighboring countries Eritrea, Somalia, and beyond. U.S. policy 
against Ethiopia cannot be understood without putting it within the 
broader context of U.S. imperialism’s geostrategic interest in the Horn of 
Africa in particular, and the whole of Africa in general. 

It is not lost on the Black radicals and revolutionary Pan-Africanists that the 
U.S. settler colonialist state is an extension of Western Europe and as such it 
is motivated by a white supremacist, imperialist worldview. 

In spite of its benevolent rhetoric, the U.S.’ unwavering commitment to full 
spectrum dominance reveals the only true intentions it has for Ethiopia and 
for our homeland, Africa. Since the 1950s African movements against 
colonialism and for continental unity, have been sabotaged by U.S. 
administrations of both parties. Leaders such as Patrice Lumumba of 
Congo were assassinated by the CIA, and Kwame Nkrumah of Ghana was 
overthrown in a CIA orchestrated coup. Ten years  ago, the U.S. led the 
NATO bombing of Libya  which decimated the country, killing not only the 
leader Muammar Gadda  but also an untold number of Libyans. This was 
the  rst operation of its U.S. Africa Command, AFRICOM, that has since 
been responsible for thoroughly militarizing the continent of Africa, 
including waging an unmitigated drone war in Somalia.

The relative instability in Ethiopia can only be sustained through U.S. 
support. The empty rhetoric from o cials like U.S. Secretary of State 
Anthony Blinken represents the propaganda aspect of the hybrid war 
waged against Ethiopia.

It is important that we see the sanctions, media misinformation, and 
arrogant ultimatums by U.S. imperialism for what they are; the desperate 
machinations of a global power in crisis. 

Western imperialism is being confronted by people-centered expressions of 
resistance in Africa and globally.

This week a French military convoy from Ivory Coast transiting across 
Burkina Faso towards Niger (a source of uranium for France) was stopped 
by 10,000 demonstrators demanding that the French forces evacuate from 
the region. The convoy had already been stopped on November 17th in the 
Burkina Faso city of Bobo Dioulasso and on the 18th in the capital of 
Ouagadougou. The imperialist press won’t cover this resistance.

Now expressions of solidarity from around the world are standing up for 
the Horn of Africa. 

While the Black Alliance for Peace is committed to peace, we understand 
there can be no peace without justice, and we will stand in solidarity with 
all peoples (and nations) who strive to liberate themselves from all forms of 
neocolonial oppression. 

BAP takes a resolute anti-colonial, anti-imperialist position that links the 
international role of the U.S. empire to the domestic war against poor 
people and working-class Black people within the United States.

We unequivocally support and upli  mutual cooperation, solidarity, and 
peace among all parties and people in Ethiopia, Eritrea, and the broader 
Horn of Africa region. We support African-led, localized con ict resolution 
that is not tied to advancing imperialism, neo-colonialism or any other 
nefarious Western agendas.

We must all transform our mobilizations into organized protracted struggle 
that forges a transcontinental cooperation that will save ourselves from the 
greatest threat to peace and stability on the planet, the U.S. government. 

The U.S.-EU-NATO axis of domination will ultimately  nd its deathbed in 
Africa at the hands of the Pan-African masses.

U.S. out of Africa! 

Shut down AFRICOM!

No compromise!

No retreat!

Banner photo:  Refugees, who arrived recently from Ethiopia, setting up their 
shelter in Sudan. (UNFPA/Su an Abdul-Mouty)
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For Immediate Release

Media Contact:
(202) 643-1136
communications@blackallianceforpeace.com

Black Alliance for Peace Condemns U.S. Sponsorship of Reactionary Anti-
government Protests Against Cuba

The US government continues to amplify its war on the Cuban people 
through political, economic, and media e orts. In their own words, the US 
State Department has announced its role in organizing reactionary protests 
in Cuba, scheduled for November 15 as a continuation of the #SOSCuba 
campaign that began in July. The US has also preemptively threatened to 
place even more sanctions on Cuba if it deems that the Cuban government 
has interfered with the protests. As we know, sanctions kill, and while these 
will be framed as supporting human rights, the 60+-year long blockade and 
recent Trump and Biden administration crackdowns are war tactics that 
represent violence against the Cuban people, particularly Afro-Cubans. 

The Black Alliance for Peace’s Haiti/Americas Committee recognizes these 
signals as part of a long-term concerted attempt to destabilize and 
delegitimize the Cuban government, whose socialist principles and 
decades-long de ance of US imperialism are unacceptable to the US white 
supremacist empire. As Mint Press News has reported, the US appears to be 
exerting a ‘so  power’ strategy to orchestrate a color revolution in Cuba, 
co-opting language around human rights and racial justice while 
simultaneously ignoring such concerns at home.

We condemn this interventionism by the US government, and call on all 
supporters to stand in solidarity with the Cuban people and against the 
broad US war on Cuba. We also recognize these acts as a continuation of 
US-sponsored regime change, capitalist exploitation, and military 
intervention in the region – from Haiti to Bolivia to Nicaragua and beyond. 
We must stay vigilant of US propaganda, such as false claims of “Havana 
Syndrome,” US State Department statements preemptively dismissing the 
democratic elections in Nicaragua, and the dubious deployment of charges 
of antiBlackness against Cuba. We must also condemn attempts by US 
liberals to co-opt and weaponize radical language to garner support from 
the US le . Included below are a few opportunities to show solidarity:

Rally in solidarity with the Cuban people: Monday, November 15th at 12p 
in front of the Cuban Embassy, 2630 16th St NW, Washington, DC. 
(Organized by Black Workers Center Chorus, DC metro Coalition, Code 
Pink, and BAP-a liate, Friends of the Congo)

War on Cuba series: Belly of the Beast Cuba has recently launched the 
second season. Black Alliance for Peace’s Haiti/Americas Committee will 
co-sponsor a webinar with Belly of the Beast on Saturday November 20th at 
5pm EST to discuss the US war on Cuba’s impact on Afro-Cubans and the 
connections to broader US militarism and imperialism in the Americas.

Political Education: As a starting point, we recommend BAP member 
organization Hood Communist’s Guide to understanding the US blockade 
on Cuba - Don’t Get Caught Slippin’. Belly of the Beast’s recent Instagram 
series of #FromUnderTheEmpire o ers a brief overview of the history of 
Cuban struggle against imperialism, from 1800 to present.

The people of Cuba have endured decades of insults, attacks, and 
systematic subversion but their revolutionary moral has not been broken. 
The Black Alliance for Peace will never abandon the Cuban people. We 
remember how revolutionary Cuba responded to the call made by African 
comrades to help them confront the colonial occupations. BAP pledges to 
stand with Cuba today, ready to sacri ce and struggle until victory. 

Banner photo:  Cuban supporters of the government of President Miguel Diaz-Canel 
at a demonstration in Havana on July 17, 2021. (Yamil Lage / AFP)



Managua, Nicaragua

Netfa Remarks at Press Conference, Nicaragua, 9 November 2021:

US policy toward Nicaragua is connected to their policy against Cuba, and 
in Haiti, and against Venezuela and in Columbia. They Talk about political 
prisoners or people being prevented from participating as candidates in the 
process when this is completely untrue and the US has the longest-held 
political prisoners on the planet, some of them are now dying in prison. We 
saw  rsthand the vibrance, freedom, and fairness of the process on the 
Caribbean Coast. Indigenous and Black people went to the polls in a 
humble and orderly fashion. 

Their gains… They spoke of their gains since 2007 when the Sandinistas 
came to power, and what they are trying to ensure through their process of 
voting is the continuation of the process of roads, water, education, health 
care. What they experience is nothing comparable to what we have in the 
United States, where politicians haggle over the price tag of providing these 
things, human rights for all its citizens.

Most of the people on the Caribbean coast in Blue elds and other places 
expressed their faith in their government because of the fact that it 
provides agency for them. Not things being given to them, but that they 
actually enjoy an autonomy that is statutory, that is enshrined in the law. 
And is also behind how they carry out their election process in those 
regions. The black power that we  ght for in the United States, they are 
realizing through autonomy. Autonomy is Black Power. And they say it is 
ensured through the Sandinista revolution.
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The US policies are based on racism. The outrageous assumption that the 
US has the right to determine the leadership of other nations, when it 
cannot even provide basic human rights to its own citizens and residents is 
obscene. We are here because we are anti-imperialist internationalists, 
opposing the common global system of oppression. Thank you.

QUESTION from Camilla Escalante from Kawsachun News based in 
Bolivia:

WE have a selection of people here from Canada and the United States. 
Today Luis Almagro tweeted that the OAS has their own report, despite that 
the Organization of American States was not on the ground. We did not see 
them here. They don’t know what is going on. They actually said that this is 
a, they’re asking for a response to this clear violation of the democracy, 
despite their lack of presence. They actually called for and demanded an 
annulment of the election and the holding of a new electoral process; we’ve 
heard this before, because they say “guarantees electoral observation and 
true electoral competition.”

So, everyone here, unless you’re from Cuba or Venezuela, is from a country 
that are part of the Organization of American States. So what can we do, 
what can you guys do, going forward, given that we are represented within 
that body that continues to be interventionist, and that, where I live, carried 
out a coup exactly two years ...? 

NETFA: I think that’s a very good question, an important question. I think 
that we  rst have to realize… the short answer to your question is that I 
think we have to build an anti-imperialist, united front that is global. The 
OAS has lost its legitimacy a long time ago, if it ever even had any. So, like 
you pointed out, it blatantly supported a coup in Bolivia and now it is 
attempting to discredit a process that is free and fair, when itself, is 
discredited. I think what has to happen is that we have to build an anti-
imperialist front that only recognizes legitimate popular human rights or 
people-centered human rights processes. I think that also goes for looking 
internally to the United States, where the US pulls the strings of the OAS, 
like those for Almagro, and all of them, they carry the water for US 
imperialism. When we look to also expose the blatant contradictions and 
hypocrisy that US domestic policy has, its connection with the foreign 
policy it has, then I think that is the beginning of us building an anti-
imperialist united front. And that’s essential, and it also means that we have 
to look for processes of power. We have to build power on the local level. 
There are places where the people don’t have state power. It’s still in the 
hands of an elite, like for example in Haiti, where they supported a dictator 
Jovenel Moïse in spite of these massive demonstrations against Moise. They 
fund the police there. They fund repression and then a er his assassination 
they legitimized people assuming themselves in power, and actually hand 
picking the next leader. There is a lot of hypocrisy that the US has and the 
Organization of American States re ects that same hypocrisy. 

CONT’…

I agree with everything that everybody says. It is important for us to realize 
what the US does in terms of its propaganda is not to target the Nicaraguan 
people. They are known. They read the polls just like us. Their attempts in 
the media to discredit it before it even happens is to target outside, 
particularly the US public. It’s to get support for their programs of “regime 
change” or the change of governments.

So, it is incumbent upon those of us who are anti-imperialist outside of 
Nicaragua, to recognize the reality; to see through the lies and to do our 
work in exposing the United States government. And not just the U.S. but 
we’re also the OAS, NATO; all of these institutions are really nothing but the 
Pan-European, capitalist, patriarchy. They represent the US-EU-NATO axis 
of domination. That’s what the OAS is… it’s part of that. So we have to 
realize that we already know that the Sandinista people… and the FSLN, like 
one of the young people told me, “it’s not just a party. We’re a social 
movement.” So they know they can’t do anything against that. But what they 
are trying to do is to intoxicate our thinking and to get people on the 
ground in the US to have pre-judgments about the kinds of things that we 
are expressing here.

QUESTION: Do any of you think there is any chance for a US or OAS coup 
attempt in Nicaragua.

They’ve already done that. In 2018 they already attempted a coup. This is 
part of the US playbook; to  nd the delinquent forces, the susceptible 
citizens of a country and co-opt them. They either pay them or whatever to 
create destabilizing attempts. And these are viscously violent attempts that 
are passed o  in the media as if they are some legitimate uprising against a 
supposed dictatorial government. They’ve done that already. We should 
always expect that they will do that. If they will drop bombs on innocent 
babies anywhere in the world, that means they’re committed to full 
spectrum dominance by any means necessary. So we have to be committed 
to decolonization, anti-capitalism, and anti-imperialism. And I’ll say this to 
indigenous and Black people one of the things they’re trying to make us 
believe is… 

You know it’s hard for us to say, (many of us in the Black Alliance for Peace) 
that this is ours… this is not our government. We are colonized victims of 
their violence inside the United States. We’re not trying to “convince” them 
of anything. We’re  ghting for decolonization and liberation against these 
global imperialist pigs. And that is what we’re struggling for. So, one: we 
don’t put anything past them. They’re gonna do whatever they can. They’re 
going to continue to do it until their last breath. So we have to be just as 
determined to get our liberation and our freedom.

 Margaret Remarks at Press Conference, Nicaragua, 9 November 2021

“My name is Margaret Kimberley and I am a member of a seven-person 
delegation from Black Alliance for Peace. We have been here in Managua 
and in Blue Fields on the Caribbean coast on election day. That region is the 
home of a variety of ethnic groups, Afro-descended Garifuna and Creole 
communities, Miskito, Olwas, Mayagna, and Rama indigenous people, and 
Mestizos.

We saw four di erent polling places in the town of Blue Fields and on Pearl 
Lagoon. We saw a well managed process, a ballot which is clearer than any I 
have seen in my home in New York, and people from all of the communities 
I mentioned participating as voters.

What we saw is not what the corporate media and US politicians tell the 
public about Nicaragua. Newspapers and television networks in the US 
claimed that only the governing party was allowed to campaign and that 
other candidates are in prison. This is not true. None of the six presidential 
candidates were incarcerated. Large campaign signs representing all 
parties were clearly displayed. All Nicaraguans were aware of who is 
running and which parties they represent. There was no confusion about 
the process or about the electoral choices available. In short, what we saw is 
in direct contradiction to what people in the US are being told about the 
Nicaraguan election.

The presence of our group and other companions has been vital in telling 
the people of the world about events here. I don’t mean to be boastful in 
making that statement. My goal is to point out the degree of manipulation 
being orchestrated around the world by the US government and others who 
would deny the Nicaraguan people their rights to self determination. The 
US congress passed the RENACER act, imposing sanctions on the 
government, sanctions that will harm the people who freely exercised the 
franchise, all under the guise of helping them. The Black Alliance for Peace 
delegation is grateful to have participated in this process of witnessing the 
will of the people in this country and having the opportunity of sharing 
what we have seen. Thank you very much.”

 



lack
Alliance
for Peace
Condemn
RNACR
ACT on
Nicaragua
a
ipartian
Criminalit
November 5, 2021

 Share

2 Like


hare View Pot →

For Immediate Release

Media Contact:
(202) 643-1136
communications@blackallianceforpeace.com

Black Alliance for Peace Condemns RENACER ACT on Nicaragua as 
Bipartisan Criminality

Black Alliance for Peace To Send Delegation To Nicaragua Ahead of General 
Election 

NOVEMBER 5th, 2021 -- The Black Alliance for Peace condemns the e orts 
of Congress to manipulate the electoral process in Nicaragua through 
illegal sanctions, subversion and the coordination of a deliberate 
misinformation campaign meant to delegitimize the country’s elections 
even before they take place. 

As part of that e ort the U.S. House of Representatives passed the 
“RENACER ACT” 387-35 that is meant to impose more sanctions on the 
country’s President Daniel Ortega but is really a punitive act against the 
Nicaraguan people for continuing to support their own political project. 

“It is white supremacist, colonial hubris that on the same day that the so-
called progressives in the House of Representatives indicated they might 
abandon their insistence on passing the  minimum human rights provisions 
in the Build Back Better legislation, those same progressives voted to 
impose more economic sanctions on the second poorest country in the 
region that, despite its poverty, guarantees universal healthcare and free 
education, two human rights guarantees that workers in the U.S. are still 
denied,” states Ajamu Baraka, BAP’s National Organizer

On November 7th, the people of Nicaragua will go to the polls to rea rm 
the commitment to their revolutionary democratic project, a project that 
began in 1979 when the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) 
defeated a vicious, neocolonial, gangster regime of Anastasio Somoza that 
was put in power by the United States only to have those e orts reversed by 
a U.S. imposed counterrevolutionary war that resulted in the electoral 
defeat of the FSLN in 1990.  

With the return of the FSLN to power in 2007, it once again became a 
target for U.S. aggression and electoral subversion. The U.S. and its 
European allies questioned the legitimacy of the FSLN despite its 
overwhelming electoral victories that the U.S. characterized as fraudulent. 

Therefore, since it is impossible to get fair and accurate information on 
Nicaragua from the propaganda organs pretending to be news outlets in the 
U.S. The Alliance is sending a delegation to observe the process for itself 
and report back to its membership and the Black communities across the 
U.S. 

Netfa Freeman, member of BAP’s Coordinating Committee who will be on 
the delegation provided the explanation for why BAP is involved with the 
process in Nicaragua in the article, “Why Black Revolutionaries Must Stand 
with the People of Nicaragua,” that “for Black revolutionaries, committed to 
People(s)-Centered Human Rights (PCHRs), that center decolonial self-
determination, social justice and socialism, support for these struggles was 
not an issue of “solidarity” but of a common struggle.” 

The U.S. should concentrate on reversing the genocidal policies in the U.S. 
that has resulted in hundred of thousands of unnecessary deaths from 
conditions and consequences of Covid in Black and Brown communities 
and the anti-democratic practices of economic elites that have been 
systematically looting the public co ers since the economic collapse of 
2008-09. 

But instead, the U.S. meddles in the internal a airs of countries around the 
world con rming its international reputation as the number one threat to 
international peace and number one violator of human rights on the 
planet. 

The “democratic” fascism that the U.S. oligarchy imposes on global South 
nations  is both  agrant and insidious, knowing no geographic boundaries. 
Instead of repression, BAP demands that the U.S. state adhere to 
international law and respect the sovereignty of Nicaragua and its right to 
self-determination. By cooperating with the people of Nicaragua, U.S. 
authorities just might learn something about human rights and civilization.

Banner Photo:  Sandinista followers gather at the Juan Pablo II plaza, to celebrate 
the 39th anniversary of the Sandinista revolution in Managua, Nicaragua, 
Thursday, July 19th, 2018. (AP Photos/Cristobal Venegas)
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For Immediate Release

Media Contact: Tunde Osazua
(404) 771-2844
outreach@blackallianceforpeace.com

Black Alliance for Peace & the U.S. Out of Africa Network Stand with the 
People of Sudan

October 25, 2021  — We are clear that the training of African police and 
military by the US and its NATO allies, in counter insurgency measures to 
confront the mass uprisings against repression, as taking place  right now in 
Sudan using violent suppression, is right out of the imperialist playbook. 
For decades the U.S. Africa Command, or AFRICOM, the E.U., and Israel 
have assisted in the training,  nancing, and arming of the militias and 
forces within Sudan. We must call for an end to the training of African 
defense and security forces by imperialists and neo-colonial entities and for 
the demilitarization of the African continent.

The Black Alliance for Peace and the U.S. Out of Africa Network express 
solidarity with over a million Sudanese people who have taken to the streets 
in cities and towns across Sudan to resist the military coup that took place 
the morning of October 25, 2021. Trade unions and people’s movements 
have called for international solidarity, strikes, and mass protests in 
response to the coup by the Sudanese military. The coup takes place as 
Sudan was nearing a transition to civilian rule from the joint military and 
civilian government that was installed following the deposition of Omar al-
Bashir.

The U.S. did not directly come out in support of the military government. 
We believe that this is so they can more easily manipulate the situation like 
they did with Tigray. In a recent tweet, U.S. Special Envoy for the Horn of 
Africa Je rey Feltman lays the blame for the coup squarely on the 
shoulders of Sudan. His statement fails to mention the role of the U.S. in 
fueling con ict in Sudan to control its energy resources, cement access to 
the Red Sea which links the Mediterranean to Asia and is one of the world’s 
busiest waterways, and take advantage in the struggle against China and 
Russia’s geopolitical ascendancy. 

The Black Alliance for Peace and the U.S. Out of Africa Network, calls for 
return to Sudan’s popular process of transition.

No compromise! No retreat!

The U.S. Out of Africa Network (USOAN) is a network of volunteers committed to 
strategizing around creative and radical tactics for the complete withdrawal of U.S. 
forces from Africa, the demilitarization of the African continent, the closure of U.S. 
military bases throughout the world, pressuring the Congressional Black Caucus 
(CBC) to unequivocally oppose AFRICOM and conduct hearings on its impact on the 
African continent. The USOAN is the driving force for the U.S. Out of Africa! 
Shutdown AFRICOM! campaign of the Black Alliance for Peace.

Sign up to join the U.S. Out of Africa Network.

Banner Photo: Sudan has been gripped by discontent and political rivalries since the 
fall of autocrat Bashir in 2019 [source: Getty]
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Black Alliance for Peace Launches International Month of Action Against 
the U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) and Imperialism on the African 

Continent

SEPTEMBER 30, 2021—The Black Alliance for Peace's Africa Team and 
the U.S. Out of Africa Network are organizing an international month of 
action to raise the public's awareness as a contribution to the e ort to build 
a popular movement for demilitarization and anti-imperialism on the 
African continent. This month’s events will focus on raising the public's 
awareness about the use of western military power to impose western 
control of African land, resources, and labor on behalf of the world’s 
corporations.

AFRICOM continues to militarily occupy Africa, with thousands of U.S. 
troops now stationed in some 30 African countries with dozens of U.S. bases 
across the continent, while it carries out bombings in places like 
Somalia. U.S. Special Forces roam the Sahel, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, Uganda, South Sudan, and the Central African Republic. The 
command’s operations in Africa over the last decade, including hundreds 
of drone strikes, billions of dollars in “aid” and “development” projects, 
and countless massive military exercises including African 
Lion Exercise, Cutlass Express Exercise, Phoenix Express, Obangame 
Express, Justi ed Accord, and Flintlock, which have included participation 
from Europe, and from almost every African country. 

The ramping up of US militarism on the African continent - and the 
ensuing destabilization of communities and countries, correlate with 
a 500% spike in incidents of violence attributed to Islamist terrorist 
organizations. Part of AFRICOM’s stated mission is to “promote regional 
security, stability, and prosperity.” But its very nature precludes the 
development of any of these conditions and really brings about 
destabilization and the furthering of U.S. interests on the continent.

A mass movement must be forged to expose AFRICOM and its real purpose 
and make it inseparable with the concerns we have over the militarization 
of police in our communities in the United States. The recently 
passed National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) included billions for 
AFRICOM and the continuation of the Department of Defense 1033 
program that transfers millions of dollars worth of military equipment to 
police forces across the country. Resources that are being squandered to 
support imperialist adventures must be seized by the people and used 
to address the human rights needs of African/Black people and other 
oppressed and exploited peoples for housing, healthcare, education, food 
and clean water, instead of on war on behalf of the corporations and the 
rich.

Join us for the launch of the international month of action by attending a 
webinar on October 1st, titled “AFRICOM at 13: Building the Popular 
Movement for Demilitarization and Anti-Imperialism in Africa.” Organizers 
and activists from the African continent and the diaspora will discuss 
AFRICOM and what we can do to expel imperialist forces from the 
continent. Following the webinar, events will take place throughout October 
organized by various organizations on the African continent, in the U.S., 
and around the world to demand an end to the militarization of Africa.

BAP makes the following demands:

  1. the complete withdrawal of U.S. forces from Africa,

  2. the demilitarization of the African continent,

  3. the closure of U.S. bases throughout the world, and

  4. the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) must oppose AFRICOM and 
conduct hearings on AFRICOM’s impact on the African continent.

We ask the public to join us in taking action to put an end to the U.S. and 
western invasion and occupation of the African continent by organizing an 
event and participating in the month of action on AFRICOM.

Visit blackallianceforpeace.com/usoutofafrica for resources.

Banner Photo: United States and Nigerian Army o cers wait for the military 
demonstration, “Operation Silent Kill” to begin at the African Land Force Summit 
in Abuja, Nigeria, April 17, 2018 (Angelica Gardner, DVIDS)
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The Resignation of Biden’s Special Envoy to Haiti Once Again Exposes the 
White Supremacist Foundations of U.S. Foreign Policy, No Matter Which 

Party Is In Charge

SEPTEMBER 23, 2021—Dan Foote’s career as a member of the U.S. foreign 
service and foreign policy community has been problematic. Yet, the 
blatant racism of Biden’s Haiti policies—in both controlling Haiti’s 
governance and the illegal and inhuman abuses of Haitian asylum seekers—
was too much even for his special envoy to Haiti. In his resignation letter, 
Foote wrote the U.S. approach to Haiti was "deeply  awed" and that his 
advice had been "ignored." 

Foote’s resignation letter is welcome, as are the statements from the 
Congressional Black Caucus and other Black formations that have been 
silent on Biden’s—and other Democratic Party—foreign policies on Haiti 
and the world, are welcome. But they are too late and too narrow. 

As Black Alliance for Peace Haiti/Americas Committee Coordinator 
Jemima Pierre has commented regarding the spectacle of border patrol 
violence against Haitians at the U.S.-Mexico border:

“This latest racist treatment of Haitian people by the U.S. deserves our 
absolute condemnation and it is important to acknowledge how of U..
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absolute condemnation and it is important to acknowledge how 
immigration impacts Black populations in ways that are distinct from other 
migrants. But we also have to place this wave of migration to the US-Mexico 
border within the broader context of U.S. and western imperialism in the 
region. To not do so is to continue to exceptionalize Haiti and Haitian 
people in ways that hide their connections to the rest of the western 
occupied world —and draw attention to the mere representation of 
Haitians, rather than the structural and historical causes of Haitian 
migration.”

The Black Alliance for Peace has consistently pointed out the uninterrupted 
racist and imperial policies of the Biden administration in Haiti and 
throughout the Americas. The support for Jovenel Moïse in Haiti; the illegal 
sanctions on Venezuela and recognition of the unelected Juan Guaidó as 
president; subversion of democracy in Peru, Ecuador and Bolivia; 
continuation of the ban on remittances from the United States to Cuba; 
support for the crackdown on demonstrators in Colombia; and the 
targeting of Nicaragua have re ected the bipartisan nature of imperial 
policy in the Caribbean and Latin America. 

Coming on the heels of the boycott of the United Nations Meeting on Race 
yesterday by most of the white colonial nations, led by the U.S. and the 
U.S./U.K./Australia racial pact against China, the underlying white 
supremacy of Western imperial policy is quite transparent to anyone who 
chooses to see. 

Banner photo: Border Patrol agents on horseback push Haitians back from the U.S. 
border in September 2021. (Reuters)
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Black Alliance for Peace Condemns Biden Administration’s Order to 
Deport Haitians as Illegal and Racist 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2021—When a white Fox News reporter used a drone to 
 lm the thousands of Haitian and other Black asylum seekers camped 
beneath a bridge spanning the Rio Grande and linking Del Rio, Texas to 
Ciudad Acuña, in the Coahuila state of Mexico, he immediately (and 
deliberately) brought a stereotypical image of Black migration: That of the 
teeming, African hordes, ready to burst the borders and invade the United 
States. Such images are as cheap as they are racist. And, typically, they erase 
the larger question: Why are so many Haitians at the U.S. border? 

But before that question could be addressed, the Biden administration 
struck with a decisiveness not seen throughout its 9-month tenure in o ce 
in ordering Haitian refugees—many of them with legitimate asylum claims
—to be summarily deported to Haiti. As of September 20, more than 300 
Haitian asylum seekers have been forced to board deportation  ights to 
Haiti. The Associated Press and other U.S. media outlets have reported the 
Haitians were  own back to their “homeland.” But few knew where the 
 ights were going, and many would have preferred to return to Brazil and 
other places they had sojourned. Cold, cynical and cruel, the Biden 
administration promises more deportations in the coming days.

This rogue state action is both morally indefensible and illegal under 
international law. The United Nations 1951 Refugee Convention “recognizes 
the right of persons to seek asylum from persecution in other countries” 
and stipulates that states have an obligation to provide reasonable measures 
to allow for individuals to seek asylum. 

“Seeking asylum by individuals who may be facing prosecution, 
imprisonment and even death because of political a liation or membership 
in racial, national, sexual or religious groups is a recognized requirement 
under international law,” says Ajamu Baraka, national organizer for the 
Black Alliance for Peace (BAP). “That the Biden administration has ordered 
federal authorities to mass deport thousands of Haitians, which will 
probably have the e ect of driving many of them who will resist 
deportation back into Mexico and Central and South America, is both 
unprecedented in its scope and fundamentally racist.”

What makes the Biden policy even more outrageous is U.S. policies have 
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created the economic and political conditions in Haiti that have compelled 
tens of thousands to  ee.

Janvieve Williams of BAP member organization AfroResistance points out, 
“Racist U.S. policies in Haiti, supported by the Core Group, the UN, and 
other international organizations, have created the situation in Haiti—and 
at the border.” 

If successive U.S. administrations had not undermined Haitian democracy 
and national self-determination, there would be no humanitarian crisis in 
Haiti or on the U.S. border. George W. Bush greenlit the 2004 coup against 
elected president Jean Bertrand Aristide. The UN sanctioned the coup with 
a full-scale military occupation. The Obama administration installed 
Michel Martelly and the Duvalierist PHTK party. And the Biden 
administration upended democracy in Haiti by supporting Jovenel Moïse 
despite the end of his term. All of these imperialist interventions have 
ensured that thousands would have to seek safety and refuge outside of 
Haiti. The U.S. policy response? Imprisonment and deportation. The United 
States has created an endless loop of dispossession, depravity and despair. 

The Black Alliance for Peace calls on the Congressional Black Caucus and 
all human-rights and humanitarian groups to demand the Biden 
administration live up to its responsibility under international law and give 
Haitians a fair chance to seek asylum. We also call on the Biden 
administration and the Core Group to stop their interventions into Haitian 
politics and allow Haitian people to form a government of national 
reconciliation to restore Haiti’s sovereignty.

Banner photo:  Haitian migrants seeking asylum in September 2021 under the Del 
Rio International Bridge in Texas as a U.S. Border Patrol agent walks by. U.S. 
policies have created the conditions in Haiti that have compelled tens of thousands to 
 ee. (Veronica G. Cardenas / The New York Times)
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SEPTEMBER 7, 2021—The Black Alliance for Peace (BAP) Solidarity 
Network’s Afghanistan Committee has produced a detailed timeline 
demonstrating the United States is responsible for the crisis in Afghanistan, 
and that the mainstream media helped fuel the situation.

This resource for the media, activists and the public traces the events from 
July 2019 to August 2021 that led to the poorly executed U.S. withdrawal 
from Afghanistan, which further wreaked havoc for the Afghan people and 
violated their right to self-determination. 

“U.S. leaders and media act as if the social crisis and reactionary violence in 
Afghanistan is something new,” says Afghanistan Committee member Zach 
Kerner. “But the reality is this turmoil is a direct result of U.S. aggression 
and policies over the past 40 years.”

Less than a month before U.S. military forces were set to “withdraw” from 
Afghanistan, the U.S.-backed government collapsed and the Taliban 
assumed control, establishing the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. Then 
U.S./NATO military forces all but  ed the country and a major refugee 
crisis ensued. Unfortunately, the U.S. mainstream media only began 
focusing its attention on Afghanistan in August.

“Members of the Afghanistan Committee have been collectively committed 
to understanding and keeping up-to-date with U.S. warmaking and 
meddling in Afghanistan, well before the recent withdrawal,” says 
Afghanistan Committee member Frances Hasso. “This is why we do not 
believe U.S. ‘forever wars’ will end here. This recent timeline of U.S. 
statements regarding its role in Afghanistan provides much needed 
historical context.”     

The BAP Solidarity Network encourages activists and organizations to study 
this timeline to help them further understand why the United States and its 
allies bear responsibility for the situation. The network hopes the 
developments in Afghanistan will inspire more resistance to the U.S. 
occupation in Iraq, Syria and elsewhere around the world.

Since February, the Solidarity Network’s Afghanistan Committee has 
produced monthly newsletters, as well as press releases, fact sheets and a 
well-received webinar, all of which can be found on BAP’s Afghanistan 
resources page.

Banner photo:  U.K. armed forces work with the U.S. military to evacuate eligible 
civilians and their families out of the Afghanistan. (MoD Crown Copyright via Getty 
Images)
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Atlanta Organizations Demand End to Cop City Project
Atlanta o cials to further militarize city with new police training facility

SEPTEMBER 3, 2021—Black Alliance for Peace-Atlanta condemns Cop City, 
a proposed police training facility on the city-owned Old Atlanta Prison 
Farm. That is why BAP-Atlanta joins several organizations today to protest 
at the site of the proposed construction, using the slogan #StopCopCity. 
The march and rally will take place from 6-8 p.m. starting at 25 Peachtree 
St SE, Atlanta, GA 30303.

Participating organizations include Community Movement Builders, 
Community Movement Builders A liate Group, Showing Up for Racial 
Justice, A World Without Police, The S.O.U.L, Endstate ATL, In Defense of 
Black Lives ATL Coalition, ATL Radical Art, Friends of the Congo, The 
Atlanta Homeless Union, Sol Underground, and the Sunrise Movement. 

Artist’s rendering of the aerial view of Cop City, a proposed 

police training facility in Atlanta, Georgia.

To put Cop City in context, Atlanta uses the 1033 program, through which 
the U.S. Department of Defense transfers military equipment to local state 
and federal law enforcement agencies. Georgia International Law 
Enforcement Exchange (GILEE) is the local manifestation of the “Deadly 
Exchange” program, in which  U.S. and Israeli police and Israeli military 
share hyper-militarized policing techniques and technology and physically 
travel to zionist Israel to engage in this exchange.

“Police are called to colonize communities of ALL oppressed folks to carry 
out the standard imperialist orders, with every intent to do more harm on 
behalf of the state than actually serving any positive purpose,” says BAP-
Atlanta member Khamansha Raphael. 

Black people in the United States have a colonial relationship with the 
larger society. It is a relationship characterized by institutional racism. This 
colonial status operates in three areas: Politically, economically and socially. 
We are politically stunted, with our political decisions made for us due to a 
lack of power. We are economically disenfranchised, depending on larger 
society. This is maintained by a social order that designates police in our 
communities as occupying forces.

In this regard, we can see how domestic and global imperialism are 
counterparts.

“Police are used to enforce the status quo of white power and colonial 
control over the lives of Black, Brown, and other oppressed groups of 
people,” says BAP-Atlanta member Salome Ayuak.

We can’t trust elites’ promises to abolish or defund police—policing and 
incarceration are big business and managed by Democrats and Republicans. 
Therefore, state violence has no opposition party. Communities that want 
to dismantle police departments will need to build the collective power to 
do that work themselves. This is how we can  ght e orts like Cop City and 
defeat the war on African/Black people.

Banner photo:   Police o cers brutalize protesters near the CNN Center in Atlanta 
on May 29, 2020. (Mike Stewart/AP)
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Who Rules Haiti?
Black Alliance for Peace Condemns Undermining of Haitian National 

Sovereignty

JULY 23, 2021—Who rules Haiti? Certainly, neither the Haitian people nor 
Haitian civil society. Instead, in the two weeks since President Jovenel Moïse 
was assassinated, the absence of Haitian sovereignty and the hollow nature 
of Haitian independence has been cynically exposed. 

“A rogue’s gallery of international actors—supposed “friends” of Haiti—
have intervened in the republic’s internal political a airs, handpicking the 
face of Haiti’s government, while determining who best can serve Haiti’s 
imperial masters,” says Jemima Pierre, Haiti/Americas Coordinator for the 
Black Alliance for Peace.

First, the day following the July 7 assassination, Helen La Lime, head of the 
United Nations Integrated O ce in Haiti (or BINUH) declared interim 
Prime Minister Claude Joseph would lead the Haitian government until 
elections were scheduled.

Then, a few days later, the Biden administration sent a delegation to Haiti 
to meet with both Joseph and Ariel Henry, a  gure who Moïse had 
designated as prime minister. The U.S. delegation convinced Joseph and 
Henry to come to an agreement over Haiti’s governance. The delegation 
also met with Joseph Lambert, the man chosen to succeed Moïse by the 
majority of those 10 o cials in Haiti who had actually been elected (yes, 
there are only ten), and convinced him to stand down.

A week later, on July 17, the Core Group, a self-appointed council of foreign 
ambassadors and special representatives from the UN and the Organization 
of American States (OAS), issued a statement calling for the formation of a 
“consensual and inclusive government,” directing “Prime Minister designate 
Ariel Henry to continue the mission entrusted to him.” 

Two days later, on July 19, Joseph announced he would step aside, allowing 
Henry to assume the mantle of prime minister. The O ce of the Prime 
Minister then published a list of cabinet appointees and announced Haiti’s 
new government would be sworn in on July 20. This “new” government and 
cabinet is composed mostly of Haitian Tèt Kale Party (PHTK) members, the 
political party of Michel Martelly, and of Moïse. 

The U.S. State Department, the U.S. embassy in Haiti, the Core Group and 
the OAS then released similar statements applauding the formation of a 
new  “consensus” Haitian government. “We welcome e orts by Haiti’s 
political leadership to come together in choosing an interim prime minister 
and a unity cabinet,” stated U.S. Secretary of State Anthony J. Blinken.

Haiti’s civil society organizations, which had been meeting to  nd a way to 
resolve Haiti’s political crisis, were entirely le  out of the international 
community’s decision making process. They have rejected the new 
government formed by foreigners and imposed on Haiti. And they have 
roundly criticized the actions of the international community as a blatantly 
colonial move.

It is. And it demonstrates that Haiti, like other colonies in history, is ruled 
from afar. 

So, who rules Haiti? The US, the UN, the OAS and the Core Group—with 
the eager support of the supplicant members of some of the Haitian 
political elite. 

The Black Alliance for Peace stands with the Haitian people against 
colonial rule. We condemn the Core Group, the UN, the OAS and especially 
the United States, for continuing to undercut Haitian independence and 
undermine Haitian sovereignty as part of the ongoing project of foreign 
intervention in Haiti.

Banner photo:  People waiting for days to apply for U.S. visas react a er learning 
that the U.S. Embassy will continue to be closed in Port-au-Prince, Haiti, on 
Monday. (Matias Delacroix / AP)
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The Biden Commitment to U.S. White Power Is the Real Race Issue in 
Cuba!

Black Alliance for Peace condemns new sanctions imposed on Cuban 
o cials

JULY 22, 2021—The Biden administration that greenlighted dictatorship, 
violence and repression in Haiti as one of its  rst acts in o ce and has yet to 
call for accountability from its ally, Colombia, for the dozens of deaths and 
disappearances during the ongoing national strike, imposed additional 
sanctions today on Cuban government o cials. And how are the 
justi cations for sanctions being framed? In language calling for the 
protection of human rights, democracy and freedom!

In imposing these sanctions and in its Cuba policy since taking o ce, the 
Biden administration has demonstrated it is more clear on its motivations 
and interests than U.S.-based progressive forces, including so-called 
“radicals,” according to Black Alliance for Peace National Organizer Ajamu 
Baraka.

“Biden understands upholding the power of the pan-European, colonial-
capitalist white-supremacist patriarchy requires the judicious use of state 
violence, subversion, and the denial of democracy and national sovereignty 
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for the millions who reside in the Americas region,” Baraka said. “The only 
challenge for Biden—and any other U.S. president—is how to frame the 
message to obscure from the U.S. public the imperatives of U.S. imperialist 
policies.”

The protests that erupted on July 11 helped to re-introduce race as a 
centerpiece of the propaganda o ensive, the real intent of which is to 
su ocate the Cuban socialist project. 

We understand contradictions of race exist in every national context that 
has grown out of the colonial construction of nations. In those national 
projects, white-supremacist ideology is at the core of national identity and 
economic productive relations. Cuba does not escape that knotty reality, 
even within the context of a revolution. But the race issues in Cuba are 
qualitatively di erent from the systemic brutality and structural racism in 
the United States that kills hundreds of African/Black people every year in 
police encounters. The U.S. system also has killed tens of thousands of 
people, who died due to the COVID-19 pandemic that was exacerbated 
because of the social conditions created by capitalism. 

That is why U.S. policy makers actually caring about racism in Cuba de es 
history and common sense. But what is truly bizarre is academicians, the 
Black liberal intelligentsia and elements of the broad le  have given 
political cover and legitimacy to a well-oiled propaganda campaign that has 
highlighted the “racial” problem in Cuba.

The Black Alliance for Peace will not allow itself to be used as cannon 
fodder in the immoral war on Cuba and its revolutionary process. We 
condemn the sanctions, the embargo, the attempts at subversion, and the 
denial of Cuba’s national liberation and sovereignty.

We say to all those who pretend to be concerned about Cuba to demand an 
end to the embargo and to respect the right of the Cuban people to work 
through their own problems. As the  rst republic established on the basis of 
race and subsequently invented apartheid, the United States should be the 
last on the planet to lecture anyone on race relations.

Banner photo:   Cuban supporters of the government of President Miguel Diaz-
Canel at a demonstration in Havana on July 17, 2021. (Yamil Lage / AFP)



For Immediate Release

Media Contact:
(202) 643-1136
communications@blackallianceforpeace.com

JULY 16, 2021—The Black Alliance for Peace stands in solidarity with the 
sentiments and positions the Black Lives Matter coalition recently 
expressed on U.S. policies on Cuba. The moral hypocrisy and historic 
myopia of U.S. liberals and conservatives, who have unfairly attacked 
BLM’s statement on Cuba, is breathtaking. 

Their reaction comes on the heels of another in a series of annual votes in 
the United Nations, when most of the world’s countries—except for the 
United States and Israel—overwhelmingly supported ending the 
murderous six-decade-long economic embargo against Cuba.

Not only do Democrats and Republicans join hands to defy the world by 
refusing to li  the embargo. U.S. congresspeople as well as the anti-
communist and anti-Black corporate press display their duplicity by 
continuing the subversion against Cuba. This only demonstrates for 
oppressed working-class and colonized people—once again—that the U.S. 
ruling class remains united in its hostility to any socialist project and sees 
all such attempts by global South nations as existential threats to the rule of 
capital.

BAP welcomes the principled stance taken by BLM and hopes BLM will 
continue to be a visible force in the ongoing struggle against war, 
subversion, militarism, intervention and the economic exploitation that is 
at the center of U.S. imperial policies. Too o en, BAP has been a lone voice 
in opposition, a position fundamental to the Black Radical Tradition.

Progressive Black forces are making the connections between the U.S. 
reaction to Cuba, Haiti, Colombia and the United States deploying its 
military on the African continent in the form of the U.S. Africa Command 
(AFRICOM). That connection links back to the United States when we 
understand these policies are directly related to the militarization and 
violence of police forces in the United States and to the economic and 
social crisis of the capitalist system.

It is only by making those connections and building an e ective uni ed 
Black working class-based opposition that real leadership can be given to 
the movement for substantial social change in the United States. BAP sees 
this as the historic task of the current Black revolutionary movement. 
Going forward, BAP hopes we will be able to  nd a way toward the unity of 
all Black, colonized, working-class and poor people in the United States.

Banner photo:  Doctors and nurses of Cuba's Henry Reeve International Medical 
Brigade pose on March 21, 2020, with a portrait of late leader Fidel Castro before 
travelling to Italy from the Central Unit of Medical Cooperation in Havana. (Yamil 
Lage/AFP via Getty Images)
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11 Ukrainian parties were suspended. What’s
going on?

Dmitry Mrachnik

22 March 2022

11 Ukrainian political parties suspected of collaborating with Russian invaders have been
suspended until martial law ends. On social media we can see a lot of false interpretations of this
event as if President Zelensky made a fascist move and banned main left-wing parties.

• Opposition Platform — For Life: An ultra-conservative party that spreaded conspiracy the-
ories and hatred towards LGBT people. In addition, its cooperation with the occupiers is
so undisguised that we don’t need to mention it once again. In its essence, the OpFL was
the main agent of Russia’s influence.

• Sharij’s Party: The leader of the party is an outspoken Nazi who hates Roma, Muslims,
blacks, homosexuals, and everyone whom the Nazis are supposed to hate. At the same
time, he is fighting ‘Ukrainian Nazism’ led by president Zelensky who is ethnic Jew.

• Progressive Socialist Party of Ukraine: Nazbol vortex, religious fundamentalists, racists and
Russian ultranationalists. Aesthetically it was a cheap cosplay of North Korea. At the end
of the party’s life, they simply supported pro-Russian presidential candidates.

• Socialist Party of Ukraine: Party was taken over by OpFL member Ilya Kiva. In addition,
the former leader Alexander Moroz moved to Belarus to glorify the wisdom of dictator
Alexander Lukashenko, and the former ideologist moved to the occupied Crimea and ac-
cepted Russian citizenship.

• Opposition bloc: Former zealots of fugitive pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych, who
begged Vladimir Putin to bring troops to Ukraine to suppress the 2014 revolution. A party
of corrupt officials and obvious collaborators.

The other parties — Nashi, Left Opposition, Union of Left Forces, State, Socialists, Vladimir
Saldo Bloc — have never been real political actors and occasionally emerged during the election
as spoilers (except for Saldo who ended as an undisguised collaborator). The Ukrainian left had
no contact with them, and I assume that the parties were controlled by the head of this ultra-
conservative collaborationism.



Martial law is a time of tough decisions. In addition, I personally would not call temporary
suspension of collaborating parties as something brutal.This is not imprisonment or extrajudicial
executions. At the same time, the Ukrainian leftists — the real leftists, not the red-brown, bloody
shit — are currently fighting against Russian fascism or helping the frontlines.
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About the war with Ukraine

Vladimir Platonenko

13 March 2022
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I am writing this after my I have lost my old Internet contacts and new ones have just been
created, and I don’t know how many people will read it. Nevertheless, I want to express my
opinion on the new phase of the Russian-Ukrainianwar that began in February andwhat I believe
people in the warring countries should do under these conditions.

1

I do not believe that “the worst republic is better than any monarchy”. Everything is deter-
mined by grassroots activism of the masses, not by voting in elections. But in this case, the
Ukrainian people are much more independent of the government and much more influenced by
it than the Russian people. Putin considers this to be Ukraine’s weakness, but in fact it is its
strength. This is the main reason why the army of the “full-fledged state” cannot cope with the
army and self-defense units of Ukraine: slaves fight badly, while free people who do not want to
be slaves fight well. This is one of the main reasons why Zelensky is perceived as a lesser evil
even by his opponents in Ukraine.

A lesser evil tends to transform into a bigger one, which makes it unreasonable to support a
lesser evil. However, in addition to the Ukrainian Armed Forces, there are territorial defense units
in Ukraine, and the Ukrainian government is forced to support them. Willingly or unwillingly,
it has distributed weapons to the people. And now there is a third force in Ukraine – the armed
people. In addition, as once in republican Spain, units of foreign volunteers are coming to Ukraine.
Finally, partisan militias may emerge in the occupied territories. One should not idealize all this,
the Ku Klux Klan was also a product of self-organization of a part of the people; but an armed
self-organized population is the only force from which something good can emerge. Everything
will depend on self-consciousness–the people’s self-defense units as a whole are just as “good”
or “bad” as the people as a whole. That said, they are heterogeneous, as are the people as a whole.
Anyway, as of today they are the only force worthy to be supported. And if I were asked where
an ordinary Ukrainian, who doesn’t want to sit idly by, should go, I would answer: “If he or she
can, create one’ own unit, if not – join the self-defense brigades. Or join a partisan unit.”

The Ukrainian government is now forced to support this force. However, when the situation
changes, it will try to get rid of the Territorial Defense units, the volunteers, and any other self-
organized brigades. Recall the fate of the Donbass battalion, which was deliberately left without
support and in a knowingly doomed position. Fighters of self-organized units should keep this
in mind.

2

It is more difficult for the inhabitants of the Russian Federation: all grass-roots initiatives are
crushed here, and apart from street protests, which are also brutally crushed, the Russians can
only offer passive resistance to the war: avoiding recruitment, desertion, voluntary surrender.
In the future, even rebellions by soldiers may become possible, but for now, their prospects are
doubtful. Although I have received information about mass refusals of contract soldiers to go to
war with Ukraine, but I do not know how accurate this information is.
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If I am asked whether I should switch sides if I have the chance, I will answer: “Only to
independent units. I can perfectly understand those who would like to join AFU (Ukranian army,
translator) , but I consider this to be a mistake.

Mass strikes and refusal to pay taxes would be great resistance against the war, but I do not
think that with the current level of self-organization that is possible in the Russian Federation.
However, in the future I do not rule out social uprisings caused by the problems that the war will
bring and has already begun to bring to Russians. In the latter case, along with the usual social
demands, protesters should demand an immediate end to the war.

This demand will naturally be supported by liberals, but ordinary Russians should by no
means trust liberals. The liberals and oligarchs are the ones who brought Putin into power to
protect what was looted under Yeltsin, and just because Putin eventually escaped their control
does not mean that they are any better. Even now they are trying to blame the war and all the
troubles it caused on the common people by repeating the official lie about mass support for
Putin by the “heartland people”. I repeat, Putin was brought to power by oligarchs and liberals,
they are responsible for this war, not the people, deprived by their efforts of any influence on the
government, it is them, not the people who should pay for the war. Therefore, the anti-war al-
liance of the people with them, the alliance with the thieves against the bloodsuckers can only be
temporary. This is not even an alliance, but a temporary truce during the fight against a common
enemy, nothing more, and people should understand this (the liberals and businessmen them-
selves understand this very well). Let the reparations and contributions be paid by those who
started this war.

Under conditions of low self-consciousness and the long-term propaganda of bourgeois val-
ues, a decline in living standards can lead to both social uprisings and attempts to save oneself
at the expense of others (by robbery, fraud, and looting). One has to be prepared for this and
to fight against it. The only alternative to a war of all against all is a grassroots war against the
upper classes and a social revolution.

3

Belarus is in an intersectional position between Russia and Ukraine. Some of its citizens go
to Ukraine to fight against Russian troops. Having gained combat and organizational experience,
they can then begin an armed struggle on the territory of Belarus. However, such a struggle
is doomed to failure without the support of the working population, without the support of
the very factory workers and rural women and men digging potatoes, who were treated with
such contempt and disdain by the “modern” protesters 2020 (which was one of the main reasons
for their defeat). On the other hand, a change of power in Belarus without taking into account
the interests of urban and rural workers would simply be replacing bloodsuckers with thieves,
replacing one exploiter with another.

4

Finally, let me remind you that war is one of the products of capitalism. This does not mean
that there are no wars without capitalism, but that there is no capitalism without war. And if for
some businessmen this war means the loss of their wealth (or a significant part of it), the loss
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of their accounts and real estate, for others it means new profits, new accounts, new real estate,
new contracts, in short – an increase of their wealth. Workers on either side of the war will only
lose, some more, some less; none of them will benefit. The workers of different countries have
nothing to sell, but they are sent into battle and reparations and contributions are collected from
them in favor of the businessmen and bureaucrats behind the front lines.

The only outcome of a war that would be different is a social revolution. And the more the
majority of workers on all sides understand this, the higher the chance that such a revolution
will take place.
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Russia Out of Ukraine — Solidarity with Ukraine’s people! No to
NATO, now or ever!
The National Committee of Solidarity
March 2, 2022

On the War in Ukraine and Global Crisis

WHILE THE PRESENT unfolding catastrophe is proceeding at breakneck
speed, the Ukrainian resistance to Russia’s criminal invasion has already
defeated Vladimir Putin’s expectations of a quick victory.

The power of Ukrainian resistance has surprised the world, especially the
governments of the United States and Europe. Most important, it also
helped create the space and time for the emergence of fantastically
brave antiwar demonstrations in Russia, in the face of police‐state
suppression.

The importance of these facts can’t be overstated at this moment that

may be a turning point in 21st century history. Whatever may happen
next, this invasion and Putin’s intent to crush Ukraine must be absolutely
condemned by all supporters of democratic rights, including of course
anyone claiming to be part of the socialist left.

Ukraine’s resistance to subjugation is already enough to disprove Putin’s
vicious claim that it “is not a real country,” and that its government is
“controlled by neo‐Nazis” — as if such a government would distribute
weapons to the population to defend their cities against the invaders! 

But this crisis is about more than Ukraine – it’s a struggle about the future
of Europe and possibly much more. That’s one reason why it’s equally
important, especially for people in the United States, to realize that the
roots of disaster were also laid in the triumphalist and provocative
expansion of NATO following the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991
and the demise of the Warsaw Pact.

That was precisely the moment when NATO itself could have been
dismantled, and peaceful possibilities for Europe might have opened.
Instead NATO – which from its inception in 1949 has been a U.S.‐organized
Western imperialist bloc, never a “defensive alliance” as it claims – has
been reinvigorated and may be poised to expand even further, a
dangerous and reactionary development that must be resisted. 

NATO’s aggrandizement in the post‐Cold War era greatly assisted the rise
of the malignant, rightwing authoritarian and aggressive Russian
chauvinism manifested in the rise of Putin – both feeding on each other.
NATO is now the beneficiary of a crisis for which its own behavior bears
considerable responsibility.

NATO’s expansion into post‐Soviet Eastern Europe, up to Russia’s borders,
was all the more dangerous because it was not only a power grab, but also
ideologically driven by the U.S. establishment’s assumption, after the
Soviet Union’s collapse and the crushing U.S. victory over Iraq in the
1990‐91 Kuwait war, that its rule was uncontested. It violated assurances
that U.S. diplomats at the highest level had made to Soviet leader Gorbachev, and was already called by George Kennan in the 1990s
a “tragic mistake” that Russia ultimately would never accept.

Especially since 2008, the situation was made worse by provocative rhetoric from NATO’s leadership that its “open door” would
extend to membership for Ukraine (or to Georgia). There was never a practical possibility that Ukraine would join NATO, and the
pretense that it might could only give Putin a pretext for his aggression.

None of this in any way excuses this annexationist invasion. Beginning under the pretext of Putin recognizing the “independence” of
the fake Donetsk and Luhansk “people’s republics,” it is an all‐out assault with the intent either to subjugate, occupy or dismember
Ukraine as an independent country. Putin’s claims about “denazifying” Ukraine could signal a program to carry out political
assassinations and purges of Ukraine’s population.

To be sure, a viable democratic future for Ukraine must ensure the rights of its roughly 30% Russian‐speaking people, including rights
of language equality and of regional autonomy depending on the wishes of the people of those regions when they are able to freely
express them. None of this, however, is possible or even conceivable under the threat of Russian tanks and bombs.

This invasion and Russia’s pretext for it is an outrage on the same level as the worst violations of international law, like the U.S.
invasion of Iraq, with equally horrific lasting consequences. Indeed George W. Bush’s infamous claims of “weapons of mass
destruction“ in Iraq, and Putin’s lies of “stopping genocide” of Russian‐speaking Ukrainians, are quite comparable.

Who Wins?

As we said at the outset, it can be assumed that Putin intended to achieve a quick victory. That has already failed — a reality which
poses the danger, as this statement is being written, that Russia’s invasion tactics could turn to massive bombing of urban targets (as
it has previously carried out in Chechnya and Syria), producing enormous carnage and an even more horrific refugee crisis than
what’s already occurring.

The immediate disaster, of course, faces Ukraine and its people. The people of Russia are also suffering from the effect of retaliatory
U.S. and European economic sanctions, the full consequences of which remain to be seen.

The entire world economy may take a huge hit. And as war comes to dominate politics, the opportunities for the massive economic
transitions needed to avert global climate catastrophe fade further away.

There looks to be only one immediate “winner” in this war: NATO. Long after losing its Cold War mission, it now has renewed
purpose, energy and – no doubt – member states’ enhanced military budgets. As always the military‐industrial complex will reap a
bonanza, not only now but going forward.

Where Putin had been demanding that NATO step back from eastern Europe, NATO will now place more weapons, more troops, more
advanced strategic military assets right on Russia’s borders. In this sense too, whatever tragedy this invasion brings to Ukraine, Putin
has already lost. 

It also appears that Russia’s president‐for‐life Putin has done what U.S. presidents George W. Bush, Barack Obama and Donald Trump
couldn’t accomplish: he’s restored American imperialism’s leadership of the Western alliance. Biden lined up a pretty unified anti‐
Russian bloc by sharing U.S. intelligence, which unlike in Afghanistan turned out to be accurate, with key allies.

Putin may have assumed that divisions among Western powers – over issues like trade with Russia, Europe’s purchases of Russian oil
and natural gas, etc. – along with the shambles of U.S. politics and the chaos of Biden’s Afghanistan withdrawal, meant that the
response to his moves against Ukraine would be feeble. This was a massive overestimation of divisions within the West, and
underestimation of U.S. strength.

Putin’s February 21 speech gave a falsified and flattened rendering of centuries of Ukraine’s history, and the emergence of Ukrainian
national identity in often tragic circumstances. It’s no wonder that he has bitterly denounced Vladimir Lenin for allowing, at the
Soviet Union’s founding, the right of its constituent nations to self‐determination including secession. Lenin would have recognized in
Putin exactly the kind of “Great‐Russian chauvinism” that he despised.  

It bears repeating that no Russian government – not just Putin’s gangster‐capitalist regime, but the most democratic and liberal
conceivable one – could tolerate Ukraine’s incorporation into NATO. Every Western government should have recognized that reality.
They should never have offered promises they couldn’t or wouldn’t keep.

But Putin’s speech and previous writing explicitly denies Ukraine’s right to exist as an independent country. Ideologically driven
actions, as we’ve seen here from both NATO and Russian leadership, are particularly dangerous in that they may not be restrained by
sober risk‐and‐reward calculations. We have no way of knowing how far the Russian military and oligarch elites will follow Putin if
his adventure becomes a debacle.

The United States of course has leaped forward to proclaim defense of “the rule‐based international order,” by which Washington has
meant since the end of World War II, “we make the rules and we give the orders.”  This is the world superpower that imposes
sadistic sanctions on Cuba for sordid domestic political reasons, while attempting to criminalize boycott, divestment and sanctions
(BDS) movements opposing Israel’s violations of Palestinian rights. (U.S. sanctions on Venezuela and Iran right now ironically help
drive up world oil prices, to Putin’s benefit.)

This behavior fully discredits Washington’s claim to moral righteousness. But while denouncing that imperialist hypocrisy and much
more, it’s also essential to understand Ukraine’s right to exist as a matter of principle, as well as the hard‐core practical reality that
Western powers will not allow Russian aggression to turn it into a subjugated vassal state.

In that context, how do today’s antiwar movements face up to the challenge?

Crisis of the Peace Movement                

The moment cries out for a global peace movement and antiwar resistance, at a time when those forces are terribly weak. Here it is
necessary to be brutally honest with ourselves: The left does not have the weight to make an appreciable impact, least of all here in
the USA.

We know that there is no “war fever” in the Russian population, and there are incredibly brave antiwar and democratic activists in
the Russian state. Although thousands have been brutally arrested, and deprived of all meaningful access to Russian media, they must
certainly reflect widespread dismay in the Russian public opinion, bound to deepen especially as the truth begins to emerge.

Both for that reason and because the United States remains the number one (though not only) imperialist power, the peace
movement here has an especially important responsibility. Unfortunately it is hobbled both by objective political difficulties and
some tragic blind spots.

Politically, the Democratic Party establishment and most of the liberal wing is in lockstep with denunciations of Putin’s moves – but
with little recognition of the high‐stakes dangers of bringing Ukraine toward NATO membership. As far as we know, among U.S.
politicians only Bernie Sanders correctly pointed out that danger, while denouncing Putin’s annexationism – and Sanders’ important
message has predictably gone almost completely unheard on the leading liberal media outlets CNN and MSNBC.

The Republican Party is somewhat divided by its own opportunism and fixation on discrediting Biden — with some politicians and
commentators calling his policies weak and “appeasement” while others on the far right express sympathy with Putin’s “strong
leadership.” Emerging periodically from his Florida resort bunker, Donald Trump is saying both things at once.

In this difficult climate, much of the U.S. peace movement (frankly, in its present weak state) makes broadly correct criticisms of
NATO but has been disoriented regarding Ukraine and the struggles of its people. At a time when 190,000 Russian troops gathered on
Ukraine’s borders, we saw “antiwar” statements proclaiming that the imminent threat of war came from the U.S. and from Ukrainian
“fascists.”

This kind of rubbish has (fortunately) no appeal to the U.S. public, except perhaps to fringe elements on the far right.

It is painful to see how much of the U.S. peace movement swallowed the simplistic story that the events of 2014 in Ukraine, when a
spectacularly corrupt pro‐Russian government was deposed under pressure of a mass movement (over whether to join a European
trade bloc or a Russian‐led Eurasian one), were a “fascist coup” and a “genocide” of Russian‐speaking regions.
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In these claims, some kernels of reality are wrapped inside layers of twisted falsehoods that could (and do) come straight from the
Kremlin – as if, for example, violent ultra‐nationalist forces, which do exist in Ukraine, are more powerful there than they are in
Russia!

Too many antiwar voices at the outset seemed confused on the most basic question of Ukraine’s right to existence and national
independence. Some of those who do such excellent work in other arenas (e.g. CodePink’s great campaign against arms sales to Saudi
Arabia for the horrific war in Yemen), were at least disoriented.

The sheer brutality of the invasion, and the obviously popular‐rooted strength of Ukrainian resistance, have helped bring these folks
back to the reality of the situation. Even now, however, there are undoubtedly well‐meaning calls from the peace movement for
“cease‐fire,” which means nothing if Putin were to succeed in crushing Ukraine.

On the other hand, the worst elements in the left either openly or implicitly endorsed the Russian invasion. This includes in particular
groups organized around the “United National Antiwar Coalition” (UNAC), whose statements make it look as if Ukraine were attacking
Russia! These reactionary and toxic politics are a big obstacle to rebuilding a meaningful antiwar movement.

We realize that if the circumstances were such that U.S. troops were heading into potential combat with Russia in Ukraine, it would
be necessary to join with all these forces in an antiwar united front, while maintaining our own critical voice. That is not what’s
happening – nor do we think that the very real “danger of nuclear war” is particularly greater over this crisis than it is all the time,
so long as nuclear weapons exist.

Whatever possibilities might open up for building a healthier peace movement as the crisis persists – and quite possibly escalates –
need to be explored. That includes reaching out to discuss with Ukrainian community folks, demanding “No War in Ukraine.” They
represent the potential today for a meaningful new antiwar movement.

In any case we need to raise our own voice, work with those who share our general approach, and wherever possible amplify
progressive voices that emerge from Russia, Ukraine or other countries and communities here in the USA. Solidarity with Ukraine and
antiwar Russian forces, while resisting the rise of militarism at home, is a complex and urgent task.

In short:

With regard to Ukraine, Russia is the aggressor power and Ukraine has the right to national sovereignty and self‐defense.
With regard to the larger confrontation, NATO and particularly U.S. imperialism are at least equally aggressive and as
dangerous as Russian annexationism. NATO should not exist at all, and the U.S. should not be in it. There is no “progressive” or
“anti‐imperialist” side in this broader conflict.
Ukraine’s legitimate right of self‐determination and national independence can’t extend to joining NATO (which was never
really on the table). That would inevitably make Ukraine a permanent battleground in a never‐ending confrontation with no
progressive outcome — effectively negating its sovereignty in practice — as well as endangering other countries in the region.
NATO’s continuation, let alone expansion, poses a permanent threat to world peace, as does the gangster regime of Putin.
Indeed they feed on each other in what the brilliant English historian and activist E.P. Thompson, campaigning for nuclear
disarmament during the 1980s, labeled an “exterminist complex.”
Because history cannot be wound backward, the facts on the ground that Eastern European states have joined NATO, and that
Russia has annexed Crimea, will not be reversed in the absence of a comprehensive peaceful settlement that is nowhere on
today’s horizon. The immediate task today is to halt this catastrophic war, which means first and foremost defeating Putin’s
invasion of Ukraine.
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Comments
One of the best US Left Statements on Ukraine: “Against “Campism” and All Imperialism”. Against the Current. | Tendance

Coatesy says:
November 6, 2022 at 11:10 am

[…] The argument is seductive because it sounds principled, because it points the finger at NATO’s aggressive post‐1991 expansion to
Russia’s borders, and because it reflects an aspect of reality – but in a highly distorted way. (For some discussion of these issues see
our earlier editorial in ATC 218, “Out of the Imperial Order: Chaos” and a statement by Solidarity.) […]
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 M. Ronis says:
August 19, 2022 at 12:49 pm

I live in Latvia next door to the terrorist state of Russia which is led by a madman terrorist named Vladimir Putin. You’ve got it
wrong. NATO didn’t push itself eastwards. The previous slave states of The Soviet Union ASKED to join NATO because of the illegal
occupations and controls over their nations by the KGB and other repressive units of the genocidal Soviet state. The U.S.S.R.
exterminated more than 20 million people during its existence. All the central/eastern European states that had been occupied by
The Soviet Union joined NATO because they wanted protection from any future occupation by Russia – which has now happened with
the illegal invasion of Ukraine. Is my homeland next? Not likely because we ARE in NATO! Russia is now in its final decline and
Latvians, Estonians, Lithuanians, Ukrainians, Poles, Romanians, Bulgarians, Czechs, Slovakians, Slovenians, Croatians, Moldovans,
Albanians and (most) Hungarians, etc. know that the Russian Federation or The Soviet Union or the U.S.S.R. or whatever it calls
itself, is and always has been a terrorist state. Latvia’s Saeima (parliament) recently decreed Russia as a Terrorist State after its
aggressive crimes against humanity continue being committed in Ukraine this very moment. Putin is a Terrorist and is dictator of the
Terrorist State of the Russian Federation. He will fall like all madmen have throughout history. God Bless the Free World!
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 Willy says:
April 11, 2022 at 4:55 pm

Dear solidarity

There is a mistake in the beginning of the national committee statement: the nazi regime distributed weapons to the whole (male ?)
german population at least during the siege of berlin (and may be earlier). Old men were forced into territorial units. Kids down to 14
(?) were forced into the hitler jugend to front lines.

This is from memory to be verified.

Nevertheless the ukrainian population is waging some form of people’s war under the aegis of a bourgeois state apparatus. The
matter is the organisation of autonomous workers units outside or within the territorial defense similar to the poum or anarchist
batallions and columns during the spanish civil war. Ie military proletarian politics according to trotsky at the beginning of ww 2
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 Elizabeth Fattah says:
April 9, 2022 at 2:58 pm

From what I understand, the US was one of the instigators behind the overthrow of the last Ukrainian government.
Although Russia is the aggressor in invading Ukraine, this war would never have happened without NATO moving eastward,
surrounding Russia. The Ukrainian People have become cannon fodder. The only answer is a negotiated settlement giving Russia a face
saving way to leave Ukraine.
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InterSoZ.Org » Russland raus aus der Ukraine ‒ Solidarität mit dem Volk der Ukraine! Nein zur NATO ‒ jetzt und in Zukunft!

says:
March 19, 2022 at 5:56 am

[…] Quelle: https://solidarity‐us.org/russia‐out‐of‐ukraine‐solidarity‐with‐ukraines‐people‐no‐to‐nato‐now‐or‐ev&#8230; […]
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Ukraine’s Horror and Beyond: The New Imperialist Struggle –  CommunistNews.net says:

March 14, 2022 at 12:01 pm

[…] repeating many points in Solidarity’s position on the war, we on the socialist and anti‐imperialist left have to begin by grasping
two central points […]
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 Joel Finkel says:
March 7, 2022 at 10:34 am

Follow the money: Raytheon, Lockheed Martin, Northrop, etc. The expansion of NATO, and US imperialism in general, is a money‐
maker.
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 Charles Keener says:
March 2, 2022 at 10:59 pm

Peace!
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