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Chapter 1

Ashkenazi Jews

For other uses, see Ashkenaz (disambiguation).

The Jews in Central Europe (1881)

Ashkenazi Jews, also known as Ashkenazic Jews or
simply Ashkenazim (Hebrew: , ַאְׁשְּכַנִּזים Ashkenazi He-
brew pronunciation: [ˌaʃkəˈnazim], singular: [ˌaʃkəˈnazi],
Modern Hebrew: [aʃkenaˈzim, aʃkenaˈzi]; also ַאְׁשְּכַנז  ְיהּוֵדי
Y'hudey Ashkenaz),[16] are a Jewish diaspora population
who coalesced as a distinct community in the Holy Ro-
man Empire around the end of the first millennium.[17]

The traditional diaspora language of Ashkenazi Jews
is Yiddish (which incorporates several dialects), with
Hebrew used only as a sacred language until rela-
tively recently. Throughout their time in Europe,
Ashkenazim have made many important contributions
to philosophy, scholarship, literature, art, music, and
science.[18][19][20][21]

Ashkenazim originate from the Jews who settled along
the Rhine River, in Western Germany and Northern
France.[22] There they became a distinct diaspora com-
munity with a unique way of life that adapted tradi-
tions from Babylon, The Land of Israel, and the Western
Mediterranean to their new environment.[23] The Ashke-
nazi religious rite developed in cities such as Mainz,
Worms, and Troyes. The eminent French Rishon Rabbi
Shlomo Itzhaki (Rashi) would have a significant impact
on the Jewish religion.

In the late Middle Ages, the majority of the Ashkenazi
population shifted steadily eastward,[24] moving out of the
Holy Roman Empire into the Pale of Settlement (com-
prising parts of present-day Belarus, Latvia, Lithuania,
Moldova, Poland, Russia, and Ukraine).[25][26] In the
course of the late 18th and 19th centuries, those Jews
who remained in or returned to the German lands ex-
perienced a cultural reorientation; under the influence of
the Haskalah and the struggle for emancipation, as well
as the intellectual and cultural ferment in urban centers,
they gradually abandoned the use of Yiddish, while de-
veloping new forms of Jewish religious life and cultural
identity.[27]

The genocidal impact of the Holocaust (the mass murder
of approximately six million Jews during World War II)
devastated the Ashkenazim and their culture, affecting al-
most every Jewish family.[28][29] It is estimated that in the
11th century Ashkenazi Jews composed only three per-
cent of the world’s total Jewish population, while at their
peak in 1931 they accounted for 92 percent of the world’s
Jews. Immediately prior to the Holocaust, the number of
Jews in the world stood at approximately 16.7 million.[30]

Statistical figures vary for the contemporary demography
of Ashkenazi Jews, oscillating between 10 million[1] and
11.2 million.[2] Sergio DellaPergola in a rough calculation
of Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews, implies that Ashkenazi
Jews make up less than 74% of Jews worldwide.[31] Other
estimates place Ashkenazi Jews as making up about 75%
of Jews worldwide.[32]

Genetic studies on Ashkenazim—researching both their
paternal and maternal lineages—suggest a significant
proportion of Middle Eastern ancestry. Those studies
have arrived at diverging conclusions regarding both the
degree and the sources of their European ancestry, and
have generally focused on the extent of the European ge-
netic origin observed in Ashkenazi maternal lineages.[33]

Ashkenazi Jews are popularly contrasted with Sephardi
Jews (also called Sephardim), who descend from Jews
who settled in the Iberian Peninsula, and Mizrahi Jews,
who descend from Jews who remained in the Middle East.
There are some differences in how the groups pronounce
certain Hebrew letters, and in points of ritual.
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2 CHAPTER 1. ASHKENAZI JEWS

1.1 Etymology

The name Ashkenazi derives from the biblical figure of
Ashkenaz, the first son of Gomer, son of Japhet, son
of Noah, and a Japhetic patriarch in the Table of Na-
tions (Genesis 10). The name of Gomer has often been
linked to the ethnonym Cimmerians. Biblical Ashke-
naz is usually derived from Assyrian Aškūza (cuneiform
Aškuzai/Iškuzai), a people who expelled the Cimmeri-
ans from the Armenian area of the Upper Euphrates,[34]

whose name is usually associated with the name of the
Scythians.[35][36] The intrusive n in the Biblical name is
likely due to a scribal error confusing a waw ו with a nun
[38[]37[]36נ.]

In Jeremiah 51:27, Ashkenaz figures as one of three king-
doms in the far north, the others being Minni and Ararat,
perhaps corresponding to Urartu, called on by God to re-
sist Babylon.[38][39]

In the Yoma tractate of the Babylonian Talmud the name
Gomer is rendered as Germania, which elsewhere in rab-
binical literature was identified with Germanikia in north-
western Syria, but later became associated with Ger-
mania. Ashkenaz is linked to Scandza/Scanzia, viewed
as the cradle of Germanic tribes, as early as a 6th-
century gloss to the Historia Ecclesiastica of Eusebius.[40]

In the 10th-century History of Armenia of Yovhannes
Drasxanakertc'i (1.15) Ashkenaz was associated with
Armenia,[41] as it was occasionally in Jewish usage, where
its denotation extended at times to Adiabene, Khazaria,
Crimea and areas to the east.[42] His contemporary Saadia
Gaon identified Ashkenaz with the Saquliba or Slavic
territories,[43] and such usage covered also the lands of
tribes neighboring the Slavs, and Eastern and Central
Europe.[42] In modern times, Samuel Krauss identified
the Biblical “Ashkenaz” with Khazaria.[44]

Sometime in the early medieval period, the Jews of
central and eastern Europe came to be called by this
term.[38] In conformity with the custom of designating ar-
eas of Jewish settlement with biblical names, Spain was
denominated Sefarad (Obadiah 20), France was called
Tsarefat (1 Kings 17:9), and Bohemia was called the
Land of Canaan.[45] By the high medieval period, Tal-
mudic commentators like Rashi began to use Ashke-
naz/Eretz Ashkenaz to designate Germany, earlier known
as Loter,[38][40] where, especially in the Rhineland com-
munities of Speyer, Worms and Mainz, the most im-
portant Jewish communities arose.[46] Rashi uses leshon
Ashkenaz (Ashkenazi language) to describe German
speech, and Byzantium and Syrian Jewish letters referred
to the Crusaders as Ashkenazim.[40] Given the close links
between the Jewish communities of France and Germany
following the Carolingian unification, the term Ashkenazi
came to refer to both the Jews of medieval Germany and
France.[47]

1.2 History

1.2.1 History of Jews in Europe before the
Ashkenazim

Outside of their origins in ancient Israel, the history of
Ashkenazim is shrouded in mystery,[48] and many theo-
ries have arisen speculating on their emergence as a dis-
tinct community of Jews.[49] The most well-supported
theory is the one that details a Jewish migration from Is-
rael through what is now Italy and other parts of southern
Europe.[50] The historical record attests to Jewish com-
munities in southern Europe since pre-Christian times.[51]

Many Jews were denied full Roman citizenship until 212
CE when Emperor Caracalla granted all free peoples this
privilege. Jews were required to pay a poll tax until the
reign of Emperor Julian in 363. In the late Roman Em-
pire, Jews were free to form networks of cultural and
religious ties and enter into various local occupations.
But, after Christianity became the official religion of
Rome and Constantinople in 380, Jews were increasingly
marginalized.
The history of Jews in Greece goes back to at least the
Archaic Era of Greece, when the classical culture of
Greece was undergoing a process of formalization after
the Greek Dark Age. The Greek historian Herodotus
knew of the Jews, whom he called “Palestinian Syrians”,
and listed them among the levied naval forces in ser-
vice of the invading Persians. While Jewish monothe-
ism was not deeply affected by Greek Polytheism, the
Greek way of living was attractive for many wealthier
Jews.[52] The Synagogue in the Agora of Athens is dated
to the period between 267 and 396 CE. The Stobi Syna-
gogue in Macedonia, was built on the ruins of a more an-
cient synagogue in the 4th century, while later in the 5th
century, the synagogue was transformed into Christian
basilica.[53] Hellenistic Judaism thrived in Antioch and
Alexandria, many of these Greek-speaking Jews would
convert to Christianity.[54] Sporadic[55] epigraphic evi-
dence in grave site excavations, particularly in Brige-
tio (Szőny), Aquincum (Óbuda), Intercisa (Dunaújváros),
Triccinae (Sárvár), Savaria (Szombathely), Sopianae
(Pécs) in Hungary, and Osijek in Croatia, attest to the
presence of Jews after the 2nd and 3rd centuries where
Roman garrisons were established,[56] There was a suffi-
cient number of Jews in Pannonia to form communities
and build a synagogue. Jewish troops were among the
Syrian soldiers transferred there, and replenished from
the Middle East, after 175 C.E. Jews and especially Syr-
ians came from Antioch, Tarsus and Cappadocia. Oth-
ers came from Italy and the Hellenized parts of the Ro-
man empire. The excavations suggest they first lived in
isolated enclaves attached to Roman legion camps and
intermarried with other similar oriental families within
the military orders of the region.[55] Raphael Patai states
that later Roman writers remarked that they differed lit-
tle in either customs, manner of writing, or names from
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the people among whom they dwelt; and it was especially
difficult to differentiate Jews from the Syrians.[57][58] Af-
ter Pannonia was ceded to the Huns in 433, the garrison
populations were withdrawn to Italy, and only a few, enig-
matic traces remain of a possible Jewish presence in the
area some centuries later.[59]

No evidence has yet been found of a Jewish presence in
antiquity in Germany beyond its Roman border, nor in
Eastern Europe. In Gaul and Germany itself, with the
possible exception of Trier and Cologne, the archeologi-
cal evidence suggests at most a fleeting presence of very
few Jews, primarily itinerant traders or artisans.[60] A sub-
stantial Jewish population emerged in northern Gaul by
the Middle Ages,[61] but Jewish communities existed in
465 CE in Brittany, in 524 CE in Valence, and in 533 CE
in Orleans.[62] Throughout this period and into the early
Middle Ages, some Jews assimilated into the dominant
Greek and Latin cultures, mostly through conversion to
Christianity.[63] King Dagobert I of the Franks expelled
the Jews from his Merovingian kingdom in 629. Jews in
former Roman territories faced new challenges as harsher
anti-Jewish Church rulings were enforced.
Charlemagne's expansion of the Frankish empire around
800, including northern Italy and Rome, brought on a
brief period of stability and unity in Francia. This created
opportunities for Jewish merchants to settle again north of
the Alps. Charlemagne granted the Jews freedoms sim-
ilar to those once enjoyed under the Roman Empire. In
addition, Jews from southern Italy, fleeing religious per-
secution, began to move into central Europe. Returning
to Frankish lands, many Jewish merchants took up occu-
pations in finance and commerce, including money lend-
ing, or usury. (Church legislation banned Christians from
lending money in exchange for interest.) From Charle-
magne’s time to the present, Jewish life in northern Eu-
rope is well documented. By the 11th century, when
Rashi of Troyes wrote his commentaries, Jews in what
came to be known as “Ashkenaz” were known for their
halakhic learning, and Talmudic studies. They were crit-
icized by Sephardim and other Jewish scholars in Islamic
lands for their lack of expertise in Jewish jurisprudence
(dinim) and general ignorance of Hebrew linguistics and
literature.[64] Yiddish emerged as a result of Judeo-Latin
language contact with various High German vernaculars
in the medieval period.[65] It is a Germanic language writ-
ten in Hebrew letters, and heavily influenced by Hebrew
and Aramaic, with some elements of Romance and later
Slavic languages.[66]

1.2.2 High and Late Middle Ages migra-
tions

Historical records show evidence of Jewish communities
north of the Alps and Pyrenees as early as the 8th and
9th century. By the 11th century Jewish settlers, moving
from southern European and Middle Eastern centers, ap-

pear to have begun to settle in the north, especially along
the Rhine, often in response to new economic opportuni-
ties and at the invitation of local Christian rulers. Thus
Baldwin V, Count of Flanders, invited Jacob ben Yeku-
tiel and his fellow Jews to settle in his lands; and soon
after the Norman Conquest of England, William the Con-
queror likewise extended a welcome to continental Jews
to take up residence there. Bishop Rüdiger Huzmann
called on the Jews of Mainz to relocate to Speyer. In
all of these decisions, the idea that Jews had the know-
how and capacity to jump-start the economy, improve
revenues, and enlarge trade seems to have played a promi-
nent role.[67] Typically Jews relocated close to the mar-
kets and churches in town centres, where, though they
came under the authority of both royal and ecclesiastical
powers, they were accorded administrative autonomy.[67]

In the 11th century, both Rabbinic Judaism and the cul-
ture of the Babylonian Talmud that underlies it became
established in southern Italy and then spread north to
Ashkenaz.[68]

Numerous massacres of Jews occurred throughout Eu-
rope during the Christian Crusades. Inspired by the
preaching of a First Crusade, crusader mobs in France
and Germany perpetrated the Rhineland massacres of
1096, devastating Jewish communities along the Rhine
river, including the SHuM cities of Speyer, Worms, and
Mainz. The cluster of cities contain the earliest Jewish
settlements north of the Alps, and played a major role in
the formation of Ashkenazi Jewish religious tradition,[23]

along with Troyes and Sens in France. Nonetheless Jew-
ish life in Germany persisted, while some Ashkenazi Jews
joined Sephardic Jewry in Spain.[69] Expulsions from
England (1290), France (1394), and parts of Germany
(15th century), gradually pushed Ashkenazi Jewry east-
ward, to Poland (10th century), Lithuania (10th cen-
tury), and Russia (12th century). Over this period of
several hundred years, some have suggested, Jewish eco-
nomic activity was focused on trade, business manage-
ment, and financial services, due to several presumed fac-
tors: Christian European prohibitions restricting certain
activities by Jews, preventing certain financial activities
(such as "usurious" loans)[70] between Christians, high
rates of literacy, near universal male education, and abil-
ity of merchants to rely upon and trust family members
living in different regions and countries.
By the 15th century, the Ashkenazi Jewish communi-
ties in Poland were the largest Jewish communities of the
Diaspora.[71] This area, which eventually fell under the
domination of Russia, Austria, and Prussia (Germany),
would remain the main center of Ashkenazi Jewry until
the Holocaust.
The answer to why there was so little assimilation of Jews
in central and eastern Europe for so long would seem to
lie in part in the probability that the alien surroundings in
central and eastern Europe were not conducive, though
contempt did not prevent some assimilation. Further-
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The Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth at its greatest extent.

more, Jews lived almost exclusively in shtetls, maintained
a strong system of education for males, heeded rabbinic
leadership, and scorned the lifestyle of their neighbors;
and all of these tendencies increased with every outbreak
of antisemitism.[72]

1.2.3 Medieval references

Jews fromWorms (Germany) wear the mandatory yellow badge.

In the first half of the 11th century, Hai Gaon refers to
questions that had been addressed to him from Ashkenaz,
by which he undoubtedly means Germany. Rashi in the
latter half of the 11th century refers to both the language
of Ashkenaz[73] and the country of Ashkenaz.[74] Dur-
ing the 12th century, the word appears quite frequently.
In the Mahzor Vitry, the kingdom of Ashkenaz is re-
ferred to chiefly in regard to the ritual of the synagogue
there, but occasionally also with regard to certain other
observances.[75]

In the literature of the 13th century, references to the land
and the language of Ashkenaz often occur. Examples in-
clude Solomon ben Aderet's Responsa (vol. i., No. 395);

the Responsa of Asher ben Jehiel (pp. 4, 6); his Halakot
(Berakot i. 12, ed. Wilna, p. 10); the work of his son
Jacob ben Asher, Tur Orach Chayim (chapter 59); the
Responsa of Isaac ben Sheshet (numbers 193, 268, 270).
In the Midrash compilation, Genesis Rabbah, Rabbi
Berechiah mentions Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah
as German tribes or as German lands. It may corre-
spond to a Greek word that may have existed in the
Greek dialect of the Jews in Syria Palaestina, or the text
is corrupted from “Germanica.” This view of Berechiah
is based on the Talmud (Yoma 10a; Jerusalem Talmud
Megillah 71b), where Gomer, the father of Ashkenaz, is
translated by Germamia, which evidently stands for Ger-
many, and which was suggested by the similarity of the
sound.
In later times, the word Ashkenaz is used to designate
southern and western Germany, the ritual of which sec-
tions differs somewhat from that of eastern Germany and
Poland. Thus the prayer-book of Isaiah Horowitz, and
many others, give the piyyutim according to the Minhag
of Ashkenaz and Poland.
According to 16th-century mystic Rabbi Elijah of Chelm,
Ashkenazi Jews lived in Jerusalem during the 11th cen-
tury. The story is told that a German-speaking Jew saved
the life of a young German man surnamed Dolberger.
So when the knights of the First Crusade came to siege
Jerusalem, one of Dolberger’s family members who was
among them rescued Jews in Palestine and carried them
back to Worms to repay the favor.[76] Further evidence of
German communities in the holy city comes in the form
of halakhic questions sent from Germany to Jerusalem
during the second half of the 11th century.[77]

1.2.4 Modern history

Material relating to the history of German Jews has been
preserved in the communal accounts of certain communi-
ties on the Rhine, a Memorbuch, and a Liebesbrief, doc-
uments that are now part of the Sassoon Collection.[78]

Heinrich Graetz has also added to the history of Ger-
man Jewry in modern times in the abstract of his seminal
work, History of the Jews, which he entitled “Volksthüm-
liche Geschichte der Juden.”
In an essay on Sephardi Jewry, Daniel Elazar at the
Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs[79] summarized the
demographic history of Ashkenazi Jews in the last thou-
sand years, noting that at the end of the 11th century, 97%
of world Jewry was Sephardic and 3% Ashkenazi; by
the end of the 16th century, the: 'Treaty on the redemp-
tion of captives’, by Gracian of the God’s Mother, Mercy
Priest, who was imprisoned by Turks, cites a Tunisian
Hebrew, made captive when arriving to Gaeta, who aided
others with money, named: 'Simon Escanasi', in the mid-
17th century, “Sephardim still outnumbered Ashkenazim
three to two”, but by the end of the 18th century, “Ashke-
nazim outnumbered Sephardim three to two, the result
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of improved living conditions in Christian Europe ver-
sus the Ottoman Muslim world.”[79] By 1931, Ashkenazi
Jews accounted for nearly 92% of world Jewry.[79] These
factors are sheer demography showing the migration pat-
terns of Jews from Southern and Western Europe to Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe.
In 1740 a family from Lithuania became the first Ashke-
nazi Jews to settle in the Jewish Quarter of Jerusalem.[80]

In the generations after emigration from the west, Jew-
ish communities in places like Poland, Russia, and Be-
larus enjoyed a comparatively stable socio-political en-
vironment. A thriving publishing industry and the print-
ing of hundreds of biblical commentaries precipitated the
development of the Hasidic movement as well as major
Jewish academic centers.[81] After two centuries of com-
parative tolerance in the new nations, massive westward
emigration occurred in the 19th and 20th centuries in re-
sponse to pogroms in the east and the economic oppor-
tunities offered in other parts of the world. Ashkenazi
Jews have made up the majority of the American Jewish
community since 1750.[71]

In the context of the European Enlightenment, Jewish
emancipation began in 18th century France and spread
throughout Western and Central Europe. Disabilities that
had limited the rights of Jews since the Middle Ages
were abolished, including the requirements to wear dis-
tinctive clothing, pay special taxes, and live in ghettos
isolated from non-Jewish communities, and the prohi-
bitions on certain professions. Laws were passed to in-
tegrate Jews into their host countries, forcing Ashke-
nazi Jews to adopt family names (they had formerly used
patronymics). Newfound inclusion into public life led
to cultural growth in the Haskalah, or Jewish Enlighten-
ment, with its goal of integrating modern European val-
ues into Jewish life.[82] As a reaction to increasing an-
tisemitism and assimilation following the emancipation,
Zionism was developed in central Europe.[83] Other Jews,
particularly those in the Pale of Settlement, turned to
socialism. These tendencies would be united in Labor
Zionism, the founding ideology of the State of Israel.

The Holocaust

Of the estimated 8.8 million Jews living in Europe at
the beginning of World War II, the majority of whom
were Ashkenazi, about 6 million – more than two-thirds
– were systematically murdered in the Holocaust. These
included 3 million of 3.3 million Polish Jews (91%);
900,000 of 1.5 million in Ukraine (60%); and 50–90%
of the Jews of other Slavic nations, Germany, Hungary,
and the Baltic states, and over 25% of the Jews in France.
Sephardi communities suffered similar depletions in a
few countries, including Greece, the Netherlands and the
former Yugoslavia.[84] As the large majority of the vic-
tims were Ashkenazi Jews, their percentage dropped from
nearly 92% of world Jewry in 1931 to nearly 80% of

Jewish woman chased bymen and youth armedwith clubs during
the Lviv pogroms, July 1941, then occupied Poland, nowUkraine

world Jewry today.[79] The Holocaust also effectively put
an end to the dynamic development of the Yiddish lan-
guage in the previous decades, as the vast majority of
the Jewish victims of the Holocaust, around 5 million,
were Yiddish speakers.[85] Many of the surviving Ashke-
nazi Jews emigrated to countries such as Israel, Canada,
Argentina, Australia, and the United States after the war.
Following the Holocaust, some sources place Ashke-
nazim today as making up approximately 83–85 per-
cent of Jews worldwide,[86][87][88][89] while Sergio Del-
laPergola in a rough calculation of Sephardic and
Mizrahi Jews, implies that Ashkenazi make up a no-
tably lower figure, less than 74%.[31] Other estimates
place Ashkenazi Jews as making up about 75% of Jews
worldwide.[32] Ashkenazi Jews constitute around 35–
36% of Israel’s total population, or 47.5% of Israel’s Jew-
ish population.[90][91]

Israel

Main article: Ashkenazi Jews in Israel

In Israel, the term Ashkenazi is now used in a manner un-
related to its original meaning, often applied to all Jews
who settled in Europe and sometimes including those
whose ethnic background is actually Sephardic. Jews
of any non-Ashkenazi background, including Mizrahi,
Yemenite, Kurdish and others who have no connection
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with the Iberian Peninsula, have similarly come to be
lumped together as Sephardic. Jews of mixed back-
ground are increasingly common, partly because of in-
termarriage between Ashkenazi and non-Ashkenazi, and
partly because many do not see such historic markers as
relevant to their life experiences as Jews.[92]

Religious Ashkenazi Jews living in Israel are obliged
to follow the authority of the chief Ashkenazi rabbi in
halakhic matters. In this respect, a religiously Ashkenazi
Jew is an Israeli who is more likely to support certain reli-
gious interests in Israel, including certain political parties.
These political parties result from the fact that a portion of
the Israeli electorate votes for Jewish religious parties; al-
though the electoral map changes from one election to an-
other, there are generally several small parties associated
with the interests of religious Ashkenazi Jews. The role
of religious parties, including small religious parties that
play important roles as coalition members, results in turn
from Israel’s composition as a complex society in which
competing social, economic, and religious interests stand
for election to the Knesset, a unicameral legislature with
120 seats.[93]

People of Ashkenazi descent constitute around 47.5% of
Israeli Jews (and therefore 35–36% of Israelis).[4] They
have played a prominent role in the economy, media, and
politics[94] of Israel since its founding. During the first
decades of Israel as a state, strong cultural conflict oc-
curred between Sephardic and Ashkenazi Jews (mainly
east European Ashkenazim). The roots of this conflict,
which still exists to a much smaller extent in present-
day Israeli society, are chiefly attributed to the concept
of the "melting pot".[95] That is to say, all Jewish immi-
grants who arrived in Israel were strongly encouraged to
“melt down” their own particular exilic identities within
the general social “pot” in order to become Israeli.[96]

The Ashkenazi Chief Rabbis in the Yishuv and Israel in-
clude:

• Abraham Isaac Kook: (23 February 1921 – 1
September 1935)

• Isaac Halevi Herzog: (1937 – 25 July 1959)

• Isser Yehuda Unterman: (1964–1972)

• Shlomo Goren: (1972–1983)

• Avraham Shapira: (1983–1993)

• Israel Meir Lau: (1993 – 3 April 2003)

• She'ar Yashuv Cohen (acting): (3 April 2003 – 14
April 2003)

• Yona Metzger: (14 April 2003 – 14 August 2013)

• David Lau: (14 August 2013 – present)

1.3 Definition

See also: Who is a Jew?

1.3.1 By religion

Religious Jews have Minhagim, customs, in addition to
Halakha, or religious law, and different interpretations of
law. Different groups of religious Jews in different geo-
graphic areas historically adopted different customs and
interpretations. On certain issues, Orthodox Jews are re-
quired to follow the customs of their ancestors, and do not
believe they have the option of picking and choosing. For
this reason, observant Jews at times find it important for
religious reasons to ascertain who their household’s reli-
gious ancestors are in order to know what customs their
household should follow. These times include, for exam-
ple, when two Jews of different ethnic background marry,
when a non-Jew converts to Judaism and determines what
customs to follow for the first time, or when a lapsed or
less observant Jew returns to traditional Judaism and must
determine what was done in his or her family’s past. In
this sense, “Ashkenazic” refers both to a family ancestry
and to a body of customs binding on Jews of that ances-
try. Reform Judaism, which does not necessarily follow
those minhagim, did nonetheless originate among Ashke-
nazi Jews.[97]

In a religious sense, an Ashkenazi Jew is any Jew whose
family tradition and ritual follows Ashkenazi practice.
Until the Ashkenazi community first began to develop in
the Early Middle Ages, the centers of Jewish religious
authority were in the Islamic world, at Baghdad and in
Islamic Spain. Ashkenaz (Germany) was so distant geo-
graphically that it developed a minhag of its own. Ashke-
nazi Hebrew came to be pronounced in ways distinct from
other forms of Hebrew.[98]

In this respect, the counterpart of Ashkenazi is
Sephardic, since most non-Ashkenazi Orthodox Jews fol-
low Sephardic rabbinical authorities, whether or not they
are ethnically Sephardic. By tradition, a Sephardic or
Mizrahi woman who marries into an Orthodox or Haredi
Ashkenazi Jewish family raises her children to be Ashke-
nazi Jews; conversely an Ashkenazi woman who mar-
ries a Sephardi or Mizrahi man is expected to take on
Sephardic practice and the children inherit a Sephardic
identity, though in practice many families compromise.
A convert generally follows the practice of the beth din
that converted him or her. With the integration of Jews
from around the world in Israel, North America, and
other places, the religious definition of an Ashkenazi Jew
is blurring, especially outside Orthodox Judaism.[99]

New developments in Judaism often transcend dif-
ferences in religious practice between Ashkenazi and
Sephardic Jews. In North American cities, social trends
such as the chavurah movement, and the emergence of
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“post-denominational Judaism”[100][101] often bring to-
gether younger Jews of diverse ethnic backgrounds. In re-
cent years, there has been increased interest in Kabbalah,
which many Ashkenazi Jews study outside of the Yeshiva
framework. Another trend is the new popularity of
ecstatic worship in the Jewish Renewal movement and the
Carlebach style minyan, both of which are nominally of
Ashkenazi origin.[102]

1.3.2 By culture

Culturally, an Ashkenazi Jew can be identified by the
concept of Yiddishkeit, which means “Jewishness” in the
Yiddish language.[103] Yiddishkeit is specifically the Jew-
ishness of Ashkenazi Jews.[104] Before the Haskalah and
the emancipation of Jews in Europe, this meant the study
of Torah and Talmud for men, and a family and com-
munal life governed by the observance of Jewish Law for
men and women. From the Rhineland to Riga to Roma-
nia, most Jews prayed in liturgical Ashkenazi Hebrew,
and spoke Yiddish in their secular lives. But with mod-
ernization, Yiddishkeit now encompasses not just Ortho-
doxy and Hasidism, but a broad range of movements,
ideologies, practices, and traditions in which Ashkenazi
Jews have participated and somehow retained a sense of
Jewishness. Although a far smaller number of Jews still
speak Yiddish, Yiddishkeit can be identified in manners
of speech, in styles of humor, in patterns of association.
Broadly speaking, a Jew is one who associates cultur-
ally with Jews, supports Jewish institutions, reads Jewish
books and periodicals, attends Jewish movies and theater,
travels to Israel, visits historical synagogues, and so forth.
It is a definition that applies to Jewish culture in general,
and to Ashkenazi Yiddishkeit in particular.
As Ashkenazi Jews moved away from Europe, mostly
in the form of aliyah to Israel, or immigration to
North America, and other English-speaking areas such
as South Africa; and Europe (particularly France) and
Latin America, the geographic isolation that gave rise
to Ashkenazim has given way to mixing with other cul-
tures, and with non-Ashkenazi Jews who, similarly, are
no longer isolated in distinct geographic locales. Hebrew
has replaced Yiddish as the primary Jewish language
for many Ashkenazi Jews, although many Hasidic and
Hareidi groups continue to use Yiddish in daily life.
(There are numerous Ashkenazi Jewish anglophones and
Russian-speakers as well, although English and Russian
are not originally Jewish languages.)
France’s blended Jewish community is typical of the cul-
tural recombination that is going on among Jews through-
out the world. Although France expelled its original Jew-
ish population in the Middle Ages, by the time of the
French Revolution, there were two distinct Jewish pop-
ulations. One consisted of Sephardic Jews, originally
refugees from the Inquisition and concentrated in the
southwest, while the other community was Ashkenazi,
concentrated in formerly German Alsace, and mainly

speaking a German dialect similar to Yiddish. (A third
community of Provençal Jews living in Comtat Venaissin
were technically outside France, and were later absorbed
into the Sephardim.) The two communities were so sep-
arate and different that the National Assembly emanci-
pated them separately in 1790 and 1791.[105]

But after emancipation, a sense of a unified French Jewry
emerged, especially when France was wracked by the
Dreyfus affair in the 1890s. In the 1920s and 1930s,
Ashkenazi Jews from Europe arrived in large numbers
as refugees from antisemitism, the Russian revolution,
and the economic turmoil of the Great Depression. By
the 1930s, Paris had a vibrant Yiddish culture, and many
Jews were involved in diverse political movements. Af-
ter the Vichy years and the Holocaust, the French Jewish
population was augmented once again, first by Ashkenazi
refugees from Central Europe, and later by Sephardi im-
migrants and refugees from North Africa, many of them
francophone.
Then, in the 1990s, yet another Ashkenazi Jewish wave
began to arrive from countries of the former Soviet Union
and Central Europe. The result is a pluralistic Jewish
community that still has some distinct elements of both
Ashkenazi and Sephardic culture. But in France, it is be-
coming much more difficult to sort out the two, and a
distinctly French Jewishness has emerged.[106]

1.3.3 By ethnicity

In an ethnic sense, an Ashkenazi Jew is one whose an-
cestry can be traced to the Jews who settled in Central
Europe. For roughly a thousand years, the Ashkenazim
were a reproductively isolated population in Europe, de-
spite living in many countries, with little inflow or out-
flow from migration, conversion, or intermarriage with
other groups, including other Jews. Human geneticists
have argued that genetic variations have been identified
that show high frequencies among Ashkenazi Jews, but
not in the general European population, be they for patri-
lineal markers (Y-chromosome haplotypes) and for ma-
trilineal markers (mitotypes).[107] Since the middle of the
20th century, many Ashkenazi Jews have intermarried,
both with members of other Jewish communities and with
people of other nations and faiths.[108]

A 2006 study found Ashkenazi Jews to be a clear, ho-
mogeneous genetic subgroup. Strikingly, regardless of
the place of origin, Ashkenazi Jews can be grouped in
the same genetic cohort – that is, regardless of whether
an Ashkenazi Jew’s ancestors came from Poland, Russia,
Hungary, Lithuania, or any other place with a historical
Jewish population, they belong to the same ethnic group.
The research demonstrates the endogamy of the Jewish
population in Europe and lends further credence to the
idea of Ashkenazi Jews as an ethnic group. Moreover,
though intermarriage among Jews of Ashkenazi descent
has become increasingly common, many Haredi Jews,
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particularly members of Hasidic or Hareidi sects, con-
tinue to marry exclusively fellow Ashkenazi Jews. This
trend keeps Ashkenazi genes prevalent and also helps re-
searchers further study the genes of Ashkenazi Jews with
relative ease. It is noteworthy that these Haredi Jews of-
ten have extremely large families.[11]

1.4 Customs, laws and traditions

The Halakhic practices of (Orthodox) Ashkenazi Jews
may differ from those of Sephardi Jews, particularly in
matters of custom. Differences are noted in the Shulkhan
Arukh itself, in the gloss of Moses Isserles. Well known
differences in practice include:

The example of the chevra kadisha, the Jewish burial society,
Prague, 1772

• Observance of Pesach (Passover): Ashkenazi Jews
traditionally refrain from eating legumes, grain,
millet, and rice (quinoa, however, has become ac-
cepted as foodgrain in the North American commu-
nities), whereas Sephardi Jews typically do not pro-
hibit these foods.

• Ashkenazi Jews freely mix and eat fish and milk
products; some Sephardic Jews refrain from doing
so.

• Ashkenazim are more permissive toward the usage
of wigs as a hair covering for married and widowed
women.

• In the case of kashrut for meat, conversely, Sephardi
Jews have stricter requirements – this level is com-
monly referred to as Beth Yosef. Meat products that
are acceptable to Ashkenazi Jews as kosher may
therefore be rejected by Sephardi Jews. Notwith-
standing stricter requirements for the actual slaugh-
ter, Sephardi Jews permit the rear portions of an
animal after proper Halakhic removal of the sciatic
nerve, while many Ashkenazi Jews do not. This is
not because of different interpretations of the law;
rather, slaughterhouses could not find adequate skills
for correct removal of the sciatic nerve and found it
more economical to separate the hindquarters and
sell them as non-kosher meat.

• Ashkenazi Jews frequently name newborn children
after deceased family members, but not after liv-
ing relatives. Sephardi Jews, in contrast, often name
their children after the children’s grandparents, even
if those grandparents are still living. A notable
exception to this generally reliable rule is among
Dutch Jews, where Ashkenazim for centuries used
the naming conventions otherwise attributed exclu-
sively to Sephardim such as Chuts.

• Ashkenazi tefillin bear some differences from
Sephardic tefillin. In the traditional Ashkenazic rite,
the tefillin are wound towards the body, not away
from it. Ashkenazim traditionally don tefillin while
standing, whereas other Jews generally do so while
sitting down.

• Ashkenazic traditional pronunciations of Hebrew
differ from those of other groups. The most
prominent consonantal difference from Sephardic
and Mizrahic Hebrew dialects is the pronunciation
of the Hebrew letter tav in certain Hebrew words
(historically, in postvocalic undoubled context) as
an /s/ and not a /t/ or /θ/ sound.
Further information: Ashkenazi Hebrew

• The prayer shawl, or tallit (or tallis in Ashkenazi He-
brew), is worn by the majority of Ashkenazi men af-
ter marriage, but western European Ashkenazi men
wear it from Bar Mitzvah. In Sephardi or Mizrahi
Judaism, the prayer shawl is commonly worn from
early childhood.[109]

1.4.1 Ashkenazic liturgy

The term Ashkenazi also refers to the nusach Ashkenaz
(Hebrew, “liturgical tradition”, or rite) used by Ashke-
nazi Jews in their Siddur (prayer book). A nusach is de-
fined by a liturgical tradition’s choice of prayers, the or-
der of prayers, the text of prayers, and melodies used in
the singing of prayers. Two other major forms of nusach
among Ashkenazic Jews are Nusach Sefard (not to be
confused with the Sephardic ritual), which is the general
Polish Hasidic nusach, and Nusach Ari, as used by Lubav-
itch Hasidim.

1.4.2 Ashkenazi as a surname

Several famous people have Ashkenazi as a surname,
such as Vladimir Ashkenazy. However, most people
with this surname hail from within Sephardic commu-
nities, particularly from the Syrian Jewish community.
The Sephardic carriers of the surname would have some
Ashkenazi ancestors since the surname was adopted by
families who were initially of Ashkenazic origins who
moved to Sephardi countries and joined those communi-
ties. Ashkenazi would be formally adopted as the fam-
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ily surname having started off as a nickname imposed
by their adopted communities. Some have shortened the
name to Ash.

1.5 Relations with Sephardim

Relations between Ashkenazim and Sephardim have not
always been warm. North African Sepharadim and
Berber Jews were often looked upon by Ashkenazim as
second-class citizens during the first decade after the
creation of Israel. This has led to protest movements
such as the Israeli Black Panthers led by Saadia Mar-
ciano, a Moroccan Jew. Nowadays, relations are get-
ting better.[110] In some instances, Ashkenazi communi-
ties have accepted significant numbers of Sephardi new-
comers, sometimes resulting in intermarriage.[111][112]

1.6 Notable Ashkenazim

See also: Ashkenazi Jewish intelligence and List of
Ashkenazi Jews

Ashkenazi Jews have a noted history of achievement in
Western societies[113] in the fields of exact and social
sciences, literature, finance, politics, media, and others.
In those societies where they have been free to enter
any profession, they have a record of high occupational
achievement, entering professions and fields of commerce
where higher education is required.[114] Ashkenazi Jews
have won a large number of the Nobel awards.[115][116]

While they make up about 2% of the U.S. population,[117]

27% of United States Nobel prize winners in the 20th
century,[117] a quarter of Fields Medal winners,[118] 25%
of ACM Turing Award winners,[117] half the world’s
chess champions,[117] including 8% of the top 100 world
chess players,[119] and a quarter of Westinghouse Science
Talent Search winners[118] have Ashkenazi Jewish ances-
try.
Time magazine's person of the 20th century, Albert Ein-
stein,[120] was an Ashkenazi Jew. According to a study
performed by Cambridge University, 21% of Ivy League
students, 25% of the Turing Award winners, 23% of the
wealthiest Americans, and 38% of the Oscar-winning
film directors, and 29% of Oslo awardees are Ashkenazi
Jews.[121]

1.7 Genetics

1.7.1 Genetic origins

Main article: Genetic studies on Jews

Efforts to identify the origins of Ashkenazi Jews through
DNA analysis began in the 1990s. Currently, there
are three types of genetic origin testing, autosomal
DNA (atDNA), mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA), and Y-
chromosomal DNA (Y-DNA). Autosomal DNA is a mix-
ture from an individual’s entire ancestry, Y-DNA shows a
male’s lineage only along his strict paternal line, mtDNA
shows any person’s lineage only along the strict mater-
nal line. Genome-wide association studies have also been
employed to yield findings relevant to genetic origins.
Like most DNA studies of human migration patterns,
the earliest studies on Ashkenazi Jews focused on the Y-
DNA and mtDNA segments of the human genome. Both
segments are unaffected by recombination (except for the
ends of the Y chromosome – the pseudoautosomal re-
gions known as PAR1 and PAR2), thus allowing tracing
of direct maternal and paternal lineages.
These studies revealed that Ashkenazi Jews originate
from an ancient (2000 BCE - 700 BCE) population of the
Middle East who had spread to Europe.[122] Ashkenazic
Jews display the homogeneity of a genetic bottleneck,
meaning they descend from a larger population whose
numbers were greatly reduced but recovered through a
few founding individuals. Although the Jewish people, in
general, were present across a wide geographical area as
described, genetic research done by Gil Atzmon of the
Longevity Genes Project at Albert Einstein College of
Medicine suggests “that Ashkenazim branched off from
other Jews around the time of the destruction of the First
Temple, 2,500 years ago ... flourished during the Roman
Empire but then went through a 'severe bottleneck' as they
dispersed, reducing a population of several million to just
400 families who left Northern Italy around the year 1000
for Central and eventually Eastern Europe.”[123]

Various studies have arrived at diverging conclusions re-
garding both the degree and the sources of the non-
Levantine admixture in Ashkenazim,[33] particularly with
respect to the extent of the non-Levantine genetic ori-
gin observed in Ashkenazi maternal lineages, which is
in contrast to the predominant Levantine genetic ori-
gin observed in Ashkenazi paternal lineages. All studies
nevertheless agree that genetic overlap with the Fertile
Crescent exists in both lineages, albeit at differing rates.
Collectively, Ashkenazi Jews are less genetically diverse
than other Jewish ethnic divisions, due to their genetic
bottleneck.[124]

Male lineages: Y-chromosomal DNA

The majority of genetic findings to date concerning
Ashkenazi Jews conclude that the male line was founded
by ancestors from the Middle East.[125][126][127] Others
have found a similar genetic line among Greeks, and
Macedonians.
A study of haplotypes of the Y-chromosome, published in
2000, addressed the paternal origins of Ashkenazi Jews.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Panthers_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saadia_Marciano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saadia_Marciano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moroccan_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-jewish-roots-110
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-111
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-112
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jewish_intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ashkenazi_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Ashkenazi_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-113
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-114
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-115
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-116
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Natural_History_of_Ashkenazi_Intelligence-117
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nobel_prize
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Natural_History_of_Ashkenazi_Intelligence-117
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fields_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Entine-118
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Association_for_Computing_Machinery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turing_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Natural_History_of_Ashkenazi_Intelligence-117
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Natural_History_of_Ashkenazi_Intelligence-117
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-119
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westinghouse_Science_Talent_Search
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westinghouse_Science_Talent_Search
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Entine-118
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_(magazine)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-times-mag-120
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge_University
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-iq-117-121
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genetic_studies_on_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MtDNA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Y-DNA
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genome-wide_association_study
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recombination_(biology)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudoautosomal_region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudoautosomal_region
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-tony-frudakis-book-122
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Population_bottleneck
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein_College_of_Medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Albert_Einstein_College_of_Medicine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-123
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Miscegenation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-Summary_of_Recent_Genetic_Studies-33
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertile_Crescent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fertile_Crescent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_ethnic_divisions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-124
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-WhoAreTheJews-125
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-pnas.org-126
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenazi_Jews#cite_note-nytimes-chromosome-study-127
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haplotypes


10 CHAPTER 1. ASHKENAZI JEWS

Hammer et al.[128] found that the Y-chromosome of
Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jews contained mutations that
are also common among other Middle Eastern peoples,
but uncommon in the autochthonous European popula-
tion. This suggested that the male ancestors of the Ashke-
nazi Jews could be traced mostly to the Middle East. The
proportion of male genetic admixture in Ashkenazi Jews
amounts to less than 0.5% per generation over an esti-
mated 80 generations, with “relatively minor contribution
of European Y chromosomes to the Ashkenazim,” and a
total admixture estimate “very similar to Motulsky’s av-
erage estimate of 12.5%.” This supported the finding that
“Diaspora Jews from Europe, Northwest Africa, and the
Near East resemble each other more closely than they re-
semble their non-Jewish neighbors.” “Past research found
that 50–80 percent of DNA from the Ashkenazi Y chro-
mosome, which is used to trace the male lineage, origi-
nated in the Near East,” Richards said.
The population has subsequently spread out. Based on the
accounts of Syrian Orthodox bishop Bar Hebraeus who
lived between 1226 and 1286 CE, by the time of the de-
struction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, as many as six
million Jews were already living in the Roman Empire.
Recently Gregory Cochran largely disproved him. One
comment by Tacitus mentioned the presence of 4,000
Jews in Rome, enough to sustain a number of synagogues,
including a Samaritan synagogue.[129]

A 2001 study by Nebel et al. showed that both Ashkenazi
and Sephardic Jewish populations share the same over-
all paternal Near Eastern ancestries. In comparison with
data available from other relevant populations in the re-
gion, Jews were found to be more closely related to groups
in the north of the Fertile Crescent. The authors also re-
port on Eu 19 (R1a) chromosomes, which are very fre-
quent in Central and Eastern Europeans (54%–60%) at
elevated frequency (12.7%) in Ashkenazi Jews. They hy-
pothesized that the differences among Ashkenazim Jews
could reflect low-level gene flow from surrounding Euro-
pean populations or genetic drift during isolation.[130] A
later 2005 study by Nebel et al., found a similar level of
11.5% of male Ashkenazim belonging to R1a1a (M17+),
the dominant Y-chromosome haplogroup in Central and
Eastern Europeans.[131]

Female lineages: Mitochondrial DNA

Before 2006, geneticists had largely attributed the
ethnogenesis of most of the world’s Jewish populations,
including Ashkenazi Jews, to Israelite Jewish male mi-
grants from the Middle East and “the women from each
local population whom they took as wives and converted
to Judaism.” Thus, in 2002, in line with this model of ori-
gin, David Goldstein, now of Duke University, reported
that unlike male Ashkenazi lineages, the female lineages
in Ashkenazi Jewish communities “did not seem to be
Middle Eastern”, and that each community had its own
genetic pattern and even that “in some cases the mito-

chondrial DNA was closely related to that of the host
community.” In his view, this suggested, “that Jewish
men had arrived from the Middle East, taken wives from
the host population and converted them to Judaism, af-
ter which there was no further intermarriage with non-
Jews.”[107]

In 2006, a study by Behar et al.,[132] based on what
was at that time high-resolution analysis of haplogroup
K (mtDNA), suggested that about 40% of the current
Ashkenazi population is descended matrilineally from
just four women, or “founder lineages”, that were “likely
from a Hebrew/Levantine mtDNA pool” originating in
the Middle East in the 1st and 2nd centuries CE. Addi-
tionally, Behar et al. suggested that the rest of Ashkenazi
mtDNA is originated from ~150 women, and that most of
those were also likely of Middle Eastern origin.[132] In ref-
erence specifically to Haplogroup K, they suggested that
although it is common throughout western Eurasia, “the
observed global pattern of distribution renders very un-
likely the possibility that the four aforementioned founder
lineages entered the Ashkenazi mtDNA pool via gene
flow from a European host population”.
In 2013, however, a study of Ashkenazi mitochondrial
DNA by a team led by Martin B. Richards of the
University of Huddersfield in England reached different
conclusions, corroborating the pre-2006 origin hypothe-
sis. Testing was performed on the full 16,600 DNA units
composing mitochondrial DNA (the 2006 Behar study
had only tested 1,000 units) in all their subjects, and the
study found that the four main female Ashkenazi founders
had descent lines that were established in Europe 10,000
to 20,000 years in the past[133] while most of the remain-
ing minor founders also have a deep European ancestry.
The study states that the great majority of Ashkenazi ma-
ternal lineages were not brought from the Near East (i.e.,
they were non-Israelite), nor were they recruited in the
Caucasus (i.e., they were non-Khazar), but instead they
were assimilated within Europe, primarily of Italian and
Old French origins. Richards summarized the findings on
the female line as such: "[N]one [of the mtDNA] came
from the North Caucasus, located along the border be-
tween Europe and Asia between the Black and Caspian
seas. All of our presently available studies including my
own, should thoroughly debunk one of the most question-
able, but still tenacious, hypotheses: that most Ashke-
nazi Jews can trace their roots to the mysterious Khazar
Kingdom that flourished during the ninth century in the
region between the Byzantine Empire and the Persian
Empire.”[134] The 2013 study estimated that 80 percent of
Ashkenazi maternal ancestry comes from women indige-
nous to Europe, and only 8 percent from the Near East,
while the origin of the remainder is undetermined.[13][133]

According to the study these findings “point to a signif-
icant role for the conversion of women in the formation
of Ashkenazi communities.”[13][14][135][136][137][138] Karl
Skorecki at Technion criticized the study for perceived
flaws in phylogenetic analysis. “While Costa et al have
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re-opened the question of the maternal origins of Ashke-
nazi Jewry, the phylogenetic analysis in the manuscript
does not 'settle' the question.”[139]

A 2014 study by Fernández et al. has found that Ashke-
nazi Jews display a frequency of haplogroup K in their
maternal DNA that suggests an ancient Near Eastern ori-
gin, similar to the results of Behar. He stated that this
observation clearly contradicts the results of the study led
by Richards that suggested a European source for 3 ex-
clusively Ashkenazi K lineages.[140]

Association and linkage studies

In genetic epidemiology, a genome-wide association
study (GWA study, or GWAS) is an examination of all or
most of the genes (the genome) of different individuals of
a particular species to see how much the genes vary from
individual to individual. These techniques were originally
designed for epidemiological uses, to identify genetic as-
sociations with observable traits.[141]

A 2006 study by Seldin et al. used over five thou-
sand autosomal SNPs to demonstrate European genetic
substructure. The results showed “a consistent and re-
producible distinction between 'northern' and 'southern'
European population groups”. Most northern, central,
and eastern Europeans (Finns, Swedes, English, Irish,
Germans, and Ukrainians) showed >90% in the “north-
ern” population group, while most individual partici-
pants with southern European ancestry (Italians, Greeks,
Portuguese, Spaniards) showed >85% in the “southern”
group. Both Ashkenazi Jews as well as Sephardic Jews
showed >85% membership in the “southern” group. Re-
ferring to the Jews clustering with southern Europeans,
the authors state the results were “consistent with a later
Mediterranean origin of these ethnic groups”.[11]

A 2007 study by Bauchet et al. found that Ashkenazi Jews
were most closely clustered with Arabic North African
populations when compared to Global population, and in
the European structure analysis, they share similarities
only with Greeks and Southern Italians, reflecting their
east Mediterranean origins.[142][143]

A 2010 study on Jewish ancestry by Atzmon-Ostrer
et al. stated “Two major groups were identified by
principal component, phylogenetic, and identity by de-
scent (IBD) analysis: Middle Eastern Jews and Euro-
pean/Syrian Jews. The IBD segment sharing and the
proximity of European Jews to each other and to southern
European populations suggested similar origins for Euro-
pean Jewry and refuted large-scale genetic contributions
of Central and Eastern European and Slavic populations
to the formation of Ashkenazi Jewry”, as both groups
– the Middle Eastern Jews and European/Syrian Jews –
shared common ancestors in the Middle East about 2500
years ago. The study examines genetic markers spread
across the entire genome and shows that the Jewish groups
(Ashkenazi and non Ashkenazi) share large swaths of

DNA, indicating close relationships and that each of the
Jewish groups in the study (Iranian, Iraqi, Syrian, Italian,
Turkish, Greek and Ashkenazi) has its own genetic signa-
ture but is more closely related to the other Jewish groups
than to their fellow non-Jewish countrymen.[144] Atz-
mon’s team found that the SNP markers in genetic seg-
ments of 3 million DNA letters or longer were 10 times
more likely to be identical among Jews than non-Jews.
Results of the analysis also tally with biblical accounts
of the fate of the Jews. The study also found that with
respect to non-Jewish European groups, the population
most closely related to Ashkenazi Jews are modern-day
Italians. The study speculated that the genetic-similarity
between Ashkenazi Jews and Italians may be due to inter-
marriage and conversions in the time of the Roman Em-
pire. It was also found that any two Ashkenazi Jewish
participants in the study shared about as much DNA as
fourth or fifth cousins.[145][146]

A 2010 study by Bray et al., using SNP microarray tech-
niques and linkage analysis found that when assuming
Druze and Palestinian Arab populations to represent the
reference to world Jewry ancestor genome, between 35
and 55 percent of the modern Ashkenazi genome can
possibly be of European origin, and that European “ad-
mixture is considerably higher than previous estimates by
studies that used the Y chromosome” with this reference
point. Assuming this reference point the linkage dise-
quilibrium in the Ashkenazi Jewish population was inter-
preted as “matches signs of interbreeding or 'admixture'
between Middle Eastern and European populations”.[147]

On the Bray et al. tree, Ashkenazi Jews were found to be a
genetically more divergent population than Russians, Or-
cadians, French, Basques, Italians, Sardinians and Tus-
cans. The study also observed that Ashkenazim are more
diverse than their Middle Eastern relatives, which was
counterintuitive because Ashkenazim are supposed to be
a subset, not a superset, of their assumed geographical
source population. Bray et al. therefore postulate that
these results reflect not the population antiquity but a his-
tory of mixing between genetically distinct populations in
Europe. However, it’s possible that the relaxation of mar-
riage prescription in the ancestors of Ashkenazim that
drove their heterozygosity up, while the maintenance of
the FBD rule in native Middle Easterners have been keep-
ing their heterozygosity values in check. Ashkenazim dis-
tinctiveness as found in the Bray et al. study, therefore,
may come from their ethnic endogamy (ethnic inbreed-
ing), which allowed them to “mine” their ancestral gene
pool in the context of relative reproductive isolation from
European neighbors, and not from clan endogamy (clan
inbreeding). Consequently, their higher diversity com-
pared to Middle Easterners stems from the latter’s mar-
riage practices, not necessarily from the former’s admix-
ture with Europeans.[148]

The genome-wide genetic study carried out in 2010 by
Behar et al. examined the genetic relationships among all
major Jewish groups, including Ashkenazim, as well as
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the genetic relationship between these Jewish groups and
non-Jewish ethnic populations. The study found that con-
temporary Jews (excluding Indian and Ethiopian Jews)
have a close genetic relationship with people from the
Levant. The authors explained that “the most parsimo-
nious explanation for these observations is a common ge-
netic origin, which is consistent with an historical formu-
lation of the Jewish people as descending from ancient
Hebrew and Israelite residents of the Levant”.[149]

1.7.2 The Khazar hypothesis

Main article: Khazar hypothesis of Ashkenazi ancestry

In the late 19th century, it was proposed that the core of
today’s Ashkenazi Jewry are genetically descended from
a hypothetical Khazarian Jewish diaspora who had mi-
grated westward from modern Russia and Ukraine into
modern France and Germany (as opposed to the currently
held theory that Jews from France and Germany migrated
into Eastern Europe). The hypothesis is not corroborated
by historical sources[150] and is unsubstantiated by genet-
ics, but it is still occasionally supported by scholars who
have had some success in keeping the theory in the aca-
demic consciousness.[151]

The theory has sometimes been used by Jewish authors
such as Arthur Koestler as part of an argument against
traditional forms of antisemitism (for example the claim
that “the Jews killed Christ”), just as similar arguments
have been advanced on behalf of the Crimean Karaites.
Today, however, the theory is more often associated with
antisemitism[152] and anti-Zionism.[153][154]

A 2013 trans-genome study carried out by 30 geneticists,
from 13 universities and academies, from 9 countries, as-
sembling the largest data set available to date, for assess-
ment of Ashkenazi Jewish genetic origins found no evi-
dence of Khazar origin among Ashkenazi Jews. “Thus,
analysis of Ashkenazi Jews together with a large sam-
ple from the region of the Khazar Khaganate corrobo-
rates the earlier results that Ashkenazi Jews derive their
ancestry primarily from populations of the Middle East
and Europe, that they possess considerable shared ances-
try with other Jewish populations, and that there is no in-
dication of a significant genetic contribution either from
within or from north of the Caucasus region”, the authors
concluded.[155]

1.7.3 Medical genetics

Main article: Medical genetics of Jews

There are many references to Ashkenazi Jews in the liter-
ature of medical and population genetics. Indeed, much
awareness of “Ashkenazi Jews” as an ethnic group or cat-
egory stems from the large number of genetic studies of

disease, including many that are well reported in the me-
dia, that have been conducted among Jews. Jewish pop-
ulations have been studied more thoroughly than most
other human populations, for a variety of reasons:

• Jewish populations, and particularly the large
Ashkenazi Jewish population, are ideal for such re-
search studies, because they exhibit a high degree of
endogamy, yet they are sizable.[156]

• Jewish communities are comparatively well in-
formed about genetics research, and have been sup-
portive of community efforts to study and prevent
genetic diseases.[156]

The result is a form of ascertainment bias. This has some-
times created an impression that Jews are more suscepti-
ble to genetic disease than other populations.[156] Health-
care professionals are often taught to consider those
of Ashkenazi descent to be at increased risk for colon
cancer.[157]

Genetic counseling and genetic testing are often under-
taken by couples where both partners are of Ashke-
nazi ancestry. Some organizations, most notably
Dor Yeshorim, organize screening programs to pre-
vent homozygosity for the genes that cause related
diseases.[158][159]

1.8 See also
• History of the Jews in Europe

• History of the Jews in Germany

• History of the Jews in Poland

• History of the Jews in Russia (Ukraine, Belarus)

• Jewish ethnic divisions

• List of Israeli Ashkenazi Jews

• Memorbuch, a book dedicated to the memory of
martyrs

• Nusach Ashkenaz

• Oberlander Jews

• Sephardi Jews
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Chapter 2

Ashkenaz

For other uses, see Ashkenaz (disambiguation).
Ashkenaz is a term found in a number of contexts.

Ashkenaz is shown in Phrygia in this 1854 map of “The World
as known to the Hebrews” (Lyman Coleman, Historical Textbook
and Atlas of Biblical Geography)

It is found in the Hebrew Bible to refer to one of the
descendants of Noah as well as to a reference to a king-
dom of Ashkenaz. Ashkenaz is the first son of Gomer,
and a Japhetic patriarch in the Table of Nations.
His name is likely a derivation from the Assyrian Aškūza
(Aškuzai, Iškuzai), a people who expelled the Cimmerians
from the Armenian area of the Upper Euphrates,[1] The
Assyrian name is likely based on that of the Scythians.
The intrusive n in the Hebrew form of the name has been
explained as a scribal mistake confusing a waw ו with a
nun נ (i.e. writing אשכנז ašknz for aškūz [4][3][2].(אשכוז

The association of the term by medieval Jewry with the
geographical area centered on the Rhineland led to the
Jewish culture that developed in that area to be called
Ashkenazi, the only form that the term is still used today.

2.1 Hebrew Bible

In the genealogies of the Hebrew Bible, Ashkenaz (He-
brew: נַז כְּ ַאׁשְ ’Aškănaz) was a descendant of Noah. He
was the first son of Gomer and brother of Riphath and
Togarmah (Genesis 10:3, 1 Chronicles 1:6), with Gomer
being the grandson of Noah through Japheth.
According to Jeremiah 51:27, a kingdom of Ashke-
naz was called together with Ararat and Minni against
Babylon, which reads:

Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the
trumpet among the nations, prepare the na-
tions against her [ie. Babylon], call together
against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and
Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause
the horses to come up as the rough caterpillars.

According to the Encyclopaedia Biblica, “Ashkenaz must
have been one of the migratory peoples which in the time
of Esar-haddon, burst upon the northern provinces of
Asia Minor, and upon Armenia. One branch of this great
migration appears to have reached Lake Urumiyeh; for
in the revolt which Esar-haddon chastised, the Mannai,
who lived to the SW of that lake, sought the help of Is-
pakai 'of the land of Asguza,' a name (originally perhaps
Asgunza) which the skepticism of Dillmann need not hin-
der us from identifying with Ashkenaz, and from consid-
ering as that of a horde from the north, of Indo-Germanic
origin, which settled on the south of Lake Urumiyeh.”

2.2 Medieval reception

2.2.1 Rabbinic Judaism

In rabbinic literature, the kingdom of Ashkenaz was
first associated with the Scythian region, then later with
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the Slavic territories,[5] and, from the 11th century on-
wards, with northern Europe and Germany.[6] The re-
gion of Ashkenaz was centred on the Rhineland and the
Palatinate (notably Worms and Speyer), in what is now
the westernmost part of Germany. Its geographic extent
did not coincide with the German Christian principalities
of the time, and it included northern France.
How the name of Ashkenaz came to be associated in
the rabbinic literature with the Rhineland is a subject of
speculation.[6]

In rabbinic literature from the 11th century, Ashkenaz
was considered the ruler of a kingdom in the North and
of the Northern and Germanic people. (See below.)

2.2.2 Ashkenazi Jews

Main article: Ashkenazi Jews

Sometime in the post Biblical early medieval period, the
Jews of central and eastern Europe came to be called
by the name Ashkenazim,[4] in conformity with the cus-
tom of designating areas of Jewish settlement with bib-
lical names, Spain being identified as Sefarad (Obadiah
20), France as Tsarefat (1 Kings 17:9), and Bohemia as
Land of Canaan.[7] By the high medieval period, Tal-
mudic commentators like Rashi began to use Ashke-
naz/Eretz Ashkenaz to designate Germany, earlier known
as Loter,[4][8] where, especially in the Rhineland commu-
nities of Speyer, Worms and Mainz, the most important
Jewish communities arose.[9] Rashi uses leshon Ashkenaz
(Ashkenazi language) to describe the German language,
and Byzantium and Syrian Jewish letters referred to the
Crusaders as Ashkenazim.[8] Given the close links be-
tween the Jewish communities of France and Germany
following the Carolingian unification, the term Ashke-
nazi came to refer to both the Jews of medieval Germany
and France.[10] Ashkenazi Jewish culture later spread into
Eastern Europe and then to all parts of the world with the
migrations of Ashkenazi Jews.
Geneticist Eran Elhaik, a proponent of the minoritarian
Khazar hypothesis, believes Ashkenazi Jews to originate
from north-east Turkey. According to him, four village
names in that region are derived from the word “Ashke-
naz": Iskenz (or Eskenaz), Eskenez (or Eskens), Ashanas,
and Ashchuz.[11]

2.2.3 Armenian tradition

In Armenian tradition, Ashkenaz, along with Togarmah,
was considered among the ancestors of the Armenians.
Koriun, the earliest Armenian historian, calls the Arme-
nians an “Askanazian (ie., Ashkenazi) nation”. He starts
the “Life of Mashtots” with these words:

“I had been thinking of the God-given alpha-

bet of the Azkanazian nation and of the land
of Armenia - when, in what time, and through
what kind of man that new divine gift had been
bestowed...”[12]

Later Armenian authors concur with this. Hovhannes
Draskhanakerttsi (10th century) writes:

"...The sixth son was Tiras from whom were
born our very own Ashkenaz [Ask'anaz] and
Togarmah [T'orgom] who named the country
that he possessed Thrace after himself, as well
as Chittim [K'itiim] who brought under his sway
the Macedonians. 7. The sons of Tiras were
Ashkenaz, from whom descended the Sarma-
tians, Riphath, whence the Sauromatians [So-
ramatk'], and Togarmah, who according to
Jeremiah subjugated the Ashkenazian army and
called it the House of Togarmah; for at first
Ashkenaz had named our people after himself
in accord with the law of seniority, as we shall
explain in its proper place.” [13]

Because of this tradition, Askanaz is a male given name
still used today by Armenians.

2.2.4 German royal genealogy

In 1498, a monk named Annio da Viterbo published frag-
ments known as "Pseudo-Berossus", now considered a
forgery, claiming that Babylonian records had shown that
Noah had more than the three sons listed in the Bible.
Specifically, Tuiscon or Tuisto is given as the fourth son
of Noah, who had been the first ruler of Scythia and Ger-
many following the dispersion of peoples, with him being
succeeded by his son Mannus as the second king.
Later historians (e.g. Johannes Aventinus and Johann
Hübner) managed to furnish numerous further details, in-
cluding the assertion by James Anderson in the early 18th
century that this Tuiscon was in fact none other than the
biblical Ashkenaz, son of Gomer.[14] James Anderson’s
1732 tome Royal genealogies reports a significant num-
ber of antiquarian or mythographic traditions regarding
Askenaz as the first king of ancient Germany, for exam-
ple the following entry:

Askenaz, or Askanes, called by Aventinus Tu-
isco the Giant, and by others Tuisto or Tuizo
(whom Aventinus makes the 4th son of Noah,
and that he was born after the flood, but with-
out authority) was sent by Noah into Europe, af-
ter the flood 131 years, with 20 Captains, and
made a settlement near the Tanais, on the West
coast of the Euxin sea (by some called Asken
from him) and there founded the kingdom of
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the Germans and the Sarmatians... when Aske-
naz himself was 24 years old, for he lived above
200 years, and reigned 176.

In the vocables of Saxony and Hessia, there are
some villages of the name Askenaz, and from
him the Jews call the Germans Askenaz, but
in the Saxonic and Italian, they are called Tu-
iscones, from Tuisco his other name. In the
25th year of his reign, he partitioned the king-
dom into Toparchies, Tetrarchies, and Govern-
ments, and brought colonies from diverse parts
to increase it. He built the city Duisburg, made
a body of laws in verse, and invented letters,
which Kadmos later imitated, for the Greek and
High Dutch are alike in many words.

The 20 captains or dukes that came with Aske-
naz are: Sarmata, from whom Sarmatia; Da-
cus or Danus – Dania or Denmark; Geta from
whom the Getae; Gotha from whom the Goths;
Tibiscus, people on the river Tibiscus; Mocia -
Mysia; Phrygus or Brigus - Phrygia; Thynus -
Bithynia; Dalmata - Dalmatia; Jader – Jadera
Colonia; Albanus from whom Albania; Zavus
– the river Save; Pannus – Pannonia; Salon -
the town Sale, Azalus – the Azali; Hister – Istria;
Adulas, Dietas, Ibalus – people that of old dwelt
between the rivers Oenus and Rhenus; Epirus,
from whom Epirus.

Askenaz had a brother called Scytha (say the
Germans) the father of the Scythians, for which
the Germans have of old been called Scythi-
ans too (very justly, for they came mostly from
old Scythia) and Germany had several ancient
names; for that part next to the Euxin was
called Scythia, and the country of the Getes,
but the parts east of the Vistule or Weyssel were
called Sarmatia Europaea, and westward it was
called Gallia, Celtica, Allemania, Francia and
Teutonia; for old Germany comprehended the
greater part of Europe; and those called Gauls
were all old Germans; who by ancient authors
were called Celts, Gauls andGalatians, which is
confirmed by the historians Strabo and Aventi-
nus, and by Alstedius in his Chronology, p. 201
etc. Askenaz, or Tuisco, after his death, was
worshipped as the ambassador and interpreter
of the gods, and from thence called the first Ger-
man Mercury, from Tuitseben to interpret.[14]

In the 19th century, German theologian, August Wilhelm
Knobel, again equated Ashkenaz with the Germans deriv-
ing the name of the Aesir from Ashkenaz.[15]
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rialscientist, FrescoBot, C557jem, LucienBOT, DefaultsortBot, TobeBot, Highdeeboy, Moodswingster, CarstenWinter, ZFT, TomeHale,
Maryester, JYBot, Monticores, S1275, AlexZ1971, Iranzamin-Iranzamin, Mr. Lunt, InternetArchiveBot, GreenC bot, Bender the Bot and
Anonymous: 33

2.4.2 Images
• File:Ambox_important.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/Ambox_important.svg License: Public do-

main Contributors: Own work based on: Ambox scales.svg Original artist: Dsmurat, penubag
• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-

nal artist: ?
• File:Flag_of_Argentina.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1a/Flag_of_Argentina.svg License: Public do-

main Contributors: Here, based on: http://manuelbelgrano.gov.ar/bandera/creacion-de-la-bandera-nacional/ Original artist: Government
of Argentina

• File:Flag_of_Australia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/b9/Flag_of_Australia.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Austria.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/Flag_of_Austria.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: Own work, http://www.bmlv.gv.at/abzeichen/dekorationen.shtml Original artist: User:SKopp

• File:Flag_of_Azerbaijan.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/dd/Flag_of_Azerbaijan.svg License: Public
domain Contributors: http://www.elibrary.az/docs/remz/pdf/remz_bayraq.pdf and http://www.meclis.gov.az/?/az/topcontent/21 Original
artist: SKopp and others

• File:Flag_of_Belarus.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/85/Flag_of_Belarus.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.tnpa.by/ViewFileText.php?UrlRid=52178&UrlOnd=%D1%D2%C1%20911-2008 Original artist: Zscout370

• File:Flag_of_Belgium_(civil).svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/92/Flag_of_Belgium_%28civil%29.svg
License: Public domain Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Brazil.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/05/Flag_of_Brazil.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Canada.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/cf/Flag_of_Canada.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Chile.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/78/Flag_of_Chile.svg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Own work Original artist: SKopp

• File:Flag_of_Estonia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8f/Flag_of_Estonia.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: http://www.riigikantselei.ee/?id=73847 Original artist: Originally drawn by User:SKopp. Blue colour changed by User:PeepP
to match the image at [1].

• File:Flag_of_France.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/c/c3/Flag_of_France.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Orig-
inal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Germany.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/b/ba/Flag_of_Germany.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Hungary.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c1/Flag_of_Hungary.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors:

• Flags of the World – Hungary Original artist: SKopp
• File:Flag_of_Israel.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d4/Flag_of_Israel.svg License: Public domain Con-

tributors: http://mfa.gov.il/MFA/AboutIsrael/IsraelAt50/Pages/The%20Flag%20and%20the%20Emblem.aspx Original artist: “The Pro-
visional Council of State Proclamation of the Flag of the State of Israel” of 25 Tishrei 5709 (28 October 1948) provides the official
specification for the design of the Israeli flag.

• File:Flag_of_Latvia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/84/Flag_of_Latvia.svg License: Public domain
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• File:Flag_of_Lithuania.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Flag_of_Lithuania.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: SuffKopp

• File:Flag_of_Mexico.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/fc/Flag_of_Mexico.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: This vector image was created with Inkscape. Original artist: Alex Covarrubias, 9 April 2006

• File:Flag_of_Moldova.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/27/Flag_of_Moldova.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: vector coat of arms image traced by User:Nameneko from Image:Moldova gerb large.png. Construction sheet can
be found at http://flagspot.net/flags/md.html#const Original artist: Nameneko and others

• File:Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/3e/Flag_of_New_Zealand.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: http://www.mch.govt.nz/files/NZ%20Flag%20-%20proportions.JPG Original artist: Zscout370, Hugh Jass
and many others

• File:Flag_of_Poland.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/12/Flag_of_Poland.svg License: Public domain Contrib-
utors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Romania.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/73/Flag_of_Romania.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work Original artist: AdiJapan

• File:Flag_of_Russia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f3/Flag_of_Russia.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Slovakia.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e6/Flag_of_Slovakia.svg License: Public do-
main Contributors: Own work; here, colors Original artist: SKopp

• File:Flag_of_South_Africa.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/af/Flag_of_South_Africa.svg License:
Public domain Contributors: Per specifications in the Constitution of South Africa, Schedule 1 - National flag Original artist: Flag de-
sign by Frederick Brownell, image by Wikimedia Commons users

• File:Flag_of_Sweden.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4c/Flag_of_Sweden.svg License: PD Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_Ukraine.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/49/Flag_of_Ukraine.svg License: Public domain
Contributors: ДСТУ 4512:2006 — Державний прапор України. Загальні технічні умови Original artist: Government of Ukraine

• File:Flag_of_the_Czech_Republic.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cb/Flag_of_the_Czech_Republic.
svg License: Public domain Contributors:

• -xfi-'s file
• -xfi-'s code
• Zirland’s codes of colors

Original artist:
(of code): SVG version by cs:-xfi-.

• File:Flag_of_the_Netherlands.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Flag_of_the_Netherlands.svg Li-
cense: Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Zscout370

• File:Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/ae/Flag_of_the_United_Kingdom.svg Li-
cense: PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Flag_of_the_United_States.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/a/a4/Flag_of_the_United_States.svg License:
PD Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Folder_Hexagonal_Icon.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/48/Folder_Hexagonal_Icon.svg License: Cc-by-
sa-3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Juden_1881.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bf/Juden_1881.JPG License: Public domain Contrib-
utors: Zur Volkskunde der Juden Original artist: Richard Andree

• File:Lock-green.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/65/Lock-green.svg License: CC0 Contributors: en:File:
Free-to-read_lock_75.svg Original artist: User:Trappist the monk

• File:Lviv_pogrom_(June_-_July_1941).jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Lviv_pogrom_%28June_
-_July_1941%29.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Lviv pogrom of 1941 in pictures (Axis History Forum) with external links and
reprints. Original artist: Unknown<a href='https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Q4233718' title='wikidata:Q4233718'><img alt='wikidata:
Q4233718' src='https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/Wikidata-logo.svg/20px-Wikidata-logo.svg.png'
width='20' height='11' srcset='https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/Wikidata-logo.svg/30px-Wikidata-logo.
svg.png 1.5x, https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/f/ff/Wikidata-logo.svg/40px-Wikidata-logo.svg.png 2x'
data-file-width='1050' data-file-height='590' /></a>

• File:Noahsworld_map.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Noahsworld_map.jpg License: Public do-
main Contributors: ? Original artist: Lyman Coleman

• File:Portal-puzzle.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/fd/Portal-puzzle.svg License: Public domain Contributors: ?
Original artist: ?

• File:Prager_Beerdigungsbruderschaft.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/Prager_
Beerdigungsbruderschaft.jpg License: Public domain Contributors: Prag, Jüdisches Museum Original artist: Buchhändler

• File:Question_book-new.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/99/Question_book-new.svg License: Cc-by-sa-3.0
Contributors:
Created from scratch in Adobe Illustrator. Based on Image:Question book.png created by User:Equazcion Original artist:
Tkgd2007
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tributors: Own work Original artist: Zscout370
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Ashkenazi Jews
(Yehudei Ashkenaz) יְהוֵּדי ַאשְׁכְּנַז

Total population

10[1]–11.2[2] million

Regions with significant
populations

 United States 5–6 million[3]

 Israel 2.8 million[1][4]

 Russia 194,000–
500,000;
according to the
FJCR, up to 1
million of Jewish
descent.

 Argentina 300,000

 United
Kingdom

260,000

 Canada 240,000

 France 200,000

 Germany 200,000

 Ukraine 150,000

 Australia 120,000

 South Africa 80,000

 Belarus 80,000

 Brazil 80,000

 Hungary 75,000

 Chile 70,000

 Belgium 30,000

 Netherlands 30,000

 Moldova 30,000

 Italy 28,000

 Poland 25,000

 Mexico 18,500

 Sweden 18,000

Ashkenazi Jews

Ashkenazi Jews (/ˌæʃ-, ɑːʃkəˈnɑːzi/ ASH-, AHSH-kə-NAH-zee;[18]

Hebrew: יְהוֵּדי ַאשְׁכְּנַז , romanized: Yehudei Ashkenaz), also known
as Ashkenazic Jews or by using the Hebrew plural suffix -im,
Ashkenazim[a] are a Jewish diaspora population who coalesced in
the Holy Roman Empire around the end of the first millennium.[20]

The traditional diaspora language of Ashkenazi Jews is Yiddish (a
Germanic language with elements of Hebrew, Aramaic, and Slavic
languages),[20] developed after they had moved into northern
Europe: beginning with Germany and France in the Middle Ages.
For centuries, they used Hebrew only as a sacred language, until
the revival of Hebrew as a common language in 20th century
Israel. Throughout their time in Europe, Ashkenazim have made
many important contributions to its philosophy, scholarship,
literature, art, music and science.[21][22][23][24]

The term "Ashkenazi" refers to Jewish settlers who established
communities along the Rhine river in Western Germany and in
Northern France during the Middle Ages.[25] Once there, they
adapted traditions carried from Babylon, the Holy Land, and the
Western Mediterranean to their new environment.[26] The
Ashkenazi religious rite developed in cities such as Mainz, Worms,
and Troyes. The eminent French Rishon Rabbi Shlomo Itzhaki
(Rashi) would have a significant influence on the Jewish religion.

In the late Middle Ages, due to religious persecution, the majority
of the Ashkenazi population shifted steadily eastward,[27] moving
out of the Holy Roman Empire into the areas later part of the
Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth, comprising parts of present-
day Belarus, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Russia,
Slovakia, and Ukraine.[28][29]

In the course of the late 18th and 19th centuries, those Jews who
remained in or returned to the German lands generated a cultural
reorientation; under the influence of the Haskalah and the struggle
for emancipation, as well as the intellectual and cultural ferment in
urban centers, they gradually abandoned the use of Yiddish and
adopted German, while developing new forms of Jewish religious
life and cultural identity.[30]

It is estimated that in the 11th century Ashkenazi Jews composed 3
percent of the world's total Jewish population, while an estimate
made in 1930 (near the population's peak) had them as 92 percent
of the world's Jews.[31] The Holocaust of the Second World War
decimated the Ashkenazim, affecting almost every Jewish
family.[32][33] Immediately prior to the Holocaust, the number of
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 Latvia 10,000

 Romania 10,000

 Austria 9,000

 New Zealand 5,000

 Colombia 4,900

 Azerbaijan 4,300

 Lithuania 4,000

 Czech
Republic

3,000

 Slovakia 3,000

 Ireland 2,500

 Estonia 1,000

Languages

Yiddish[5] 
Modern: Local languages, primarily

English, Hebrew, Russian

Religion

Judaism, some secular, or
irreligious

Related ethnic groups

Sephardi Jews, Mizrahi Jews,
Italkim, Romaniote Jews,

Samaritans,[6][7][8] Kurds,[8] other
Levantines,[7] Assyrians,[6][7]

Arabs,[6][7][9][10] Mediterranean
groups (Italians,[11][12]

Spaniards)[13][14][15][16][17]

The Jews in Central Europe (1881)

Jews in the world stood at approximately 16.7 million.[34]

Statistical figures vary for the contemporary demography of
Ashkenazi Jews, ranging from 10 million[1] to 11.2 million.[2]

Sergio Della Pergola, in a rough calculation of Sephardic and
Mizrahi Jews, implies that Ashkenazi Jews make up 65–70% of
Jews worldwide.[35] Other estimates place Ashkenazi Jews as
making up about 75% of Jews worldwide.[36]

Genetic studies on Ashkenazim—researching both their paternal
and maternal lineages, as well as autosomal DNA—indicate that
Ashkenazim are of mixed Levantine and European (mainly
Western/Southern European) ancestry. These studies have arrived
at diverging conclusions regarding both the degree and the sources
of their European admixture, with some focusing on the extent of
the European genetic origin observed in Ashkenazi maternal
lineages, which is in contrast to the predominant Middle Eastern
genetic origin observed in Ashkenazi paternal
lineages.[37][38][39][40]
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The name Ashkenazi derives from the biblical figure of Ashkenaz, the first son of Gomer, son of Japhet,
son of Noah, and a Japhetic patriarch in the Table of Nations (Genesis 10). The name of Gomer has often
been linked to the ethnonym Cimmerians.

Biblical Ashkenaz is usually derived from Assyrian Aškūza (cuneiform Aškuzai/Iškuzai), a people who
expelled the Cimmerians from the Armenian area of the Upper Euphrates,;[41] the name Aškūza is usually
associated with the name of the Scythians.[42][43] The intrusive n in the Biblical name is likely due to a
scribal error confusing a vav ו with a nun [45][44][43].נ

In Jeremiah 51:27, Ashkenaz figures as one of three kingdoms in the far north, the others being Minni and
Ararat, perhaps corresponding to Urartu, called on by God to resist Babylon.[45][46] In the Yoma tractate of
the Babylonian Talmud the name Gomer is rendered as Germania, which elsewhere in rabbinical literature
was identified with Germanikia in northwestern Syria, but later became associated with Germania.
Ashkenaz is linked to Scandza/Scanzia, viewed as the cradle of Germanic tribes, as early as a 6th-century
gloss to the Historia Ecclesiastica of Eusebius.[47]

In the 10th-century History of Armenia of Yovhannes Drasxanakertc'i (1.15), Ashkenaz was associated
with Armenia,[48] as it was occasionally in Jewish usage, where its denotation extended at times to
Adiabene, Khazaria, Crimea and areas to the east.[49] His contemporary Saadia Gaon identified Ashkenaz
with the Saquliba or Slavic territories,[50] and such usage covered also the lands of tribes neighboring the
Slavs, and Eastern and Central Europe.[49] In modern times, Samuel Krauss identified the Biblical
"Ashkenaz" with Khazaria.[51]

Sometime in the Early Medieval period, the Jews of central and eastern Europe came to be called by this
term.[45] Conforming to the custom of designating areas of Jewish settlement with biblical names, Spain
was denominated Sefarad (Obadiah 20), France was called Tsarefat (1 Kings 17:9), and Bohemia was
called the Land of Canaan.[52] By the high medieval period, Talmudic commentators like Rashi began to
use Ashkenaz/Eretz Ashkenaz to designate Germany, earlier known as Loter,[45][47] where, especially in the
Rhineland communities of Speyer, Worms and Mainz, the most important Jewish communities arose.[53]

Rashi uses leshon Ashkenaz (Ashkenazi language) to describe Yiddish, and Byzantium and Syrian Jewish
letters referred to the Crusaders as Ashkenazim.[47] Given the close links between the Jewish communities
of France and Germany following the Carolingian unification, the term Ashkenazi came to refer to the Jews
of both medieval Germany and France.[54]
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Jewish communities appeared in southern Europe as early as the third century BCE, in the Aegean Islands,
Greece, and Italy. Jews migrated to southern Europe from the Middle East voluntarily for opportunities in
trade and commerce. Following Alexander the Great's conquests, Jews migrated to Greek settlements in the
Eastern Mediterranean, spurred on by economic opportunities. Jewish economic migration to southern
Europe is also believed to have occurred during the Roman era. Regarding Jewish settlements founded in
southern Europe during the Roman era, E. Mary Smallwood wrote that "no date or origin can be assigned
to the numerous settlements eventually known in the west, and some may have been founded as a result of
the dispersal of Palestinian Jews after the revolts of AD 66–70 and 132–135, but it is reasonable to
conjecture that many, such as the settlement in Puteoli attested in 4 BC, went back to the late republic or
early empire and originated in voluntary emigration and the lure of trade and commerce."[55][56][57] In 63
BCE, the Siege of Jerusalem saw the Roman Empire conquer Judea, and thousands of Jewish prisoners of
war were brought to Rome as slaves. After gaining their freedom, they settled permanently in Rome as
traders.[58] It is likely that there was an additional influx of Jewish slaves taken to southern Europe by
Roman forces after the capture of Jerusalem by the forces of Herod the Great with assistance from Roman
forces in 37 BCE. It is known that Jewish war captives were sold into slavery after the suppression of a
minor Jewish revolt in 53 BCE, and some were probably taken to southern Europe.[59]

The Roman Empire decisively crushed two large-scale Jewish rebellions in Judea, the First Jewish–Roman
War, which lasted from 66 to 73 CE, and the Bar Kokhba revolt, which lasted from 132 to 135 CE. Both
of these revolts ended in widespread destruction in Judea. The holy city of Jerusalem and Herod's Temple
were destroyed in the first revolt, and during the Bar-Kokhba revolt, Jerusalem was totally razed, and
Hadrian built the colony of Aelia Capitolina over its ruins, totally forbidding Jews and Jewish Christians
from entering. During both of these rebellions, many Jews were captured and sold into slavery by the
Romans. According to the Jewish historian Josephus, 97,000 Jews were sold as slaves in the aftermath of
the first revolt.[60] Jewish slaves and their children eventually gained their freedom and joined local free
Jewish communities.[61] With their national aspirations crushed and widespread devastation in Judea,
despondent Jews migrated out of Judea in the aftermath of both revolts, and many settled in southern
Europe. The movement was by no means a single, centralized event, nor was it a compulsory relocation as
the earlier Assyrian and Babylonian captivities had been.[62] Indeed, for centuries prior to the war or its
particularly destructive conclusion, Jews had lived across the known world.

Outside of their origins in ancient Israel, the history of Ashkenazim is shrouded in mystery,[63] and many
theories have arisen speculating on their emergence as a distinct community of Jews.[64] The historical
record attests to Jewish communities in southern Europe since pre-Christian times.[65] Many Jews were
denied full Roman citizenship until Emperor Caracalla granted all free peoples this privilege in 212. Jews
were required to pay a poll tax until the reign of Emperor Julian in 363. In the late Roman Empire, Jews
were free to form networks of cultural and religious ties and enter into various local occupations. But, after
Christianity became the official religion of Rome and Constantinople in 380, Jews were increasingly
marginalized.

The history of Jews in Greece goes back to at least the Archaic Era of Greece when the classical culture of
Greece was undergoing a process of formalization after the Greek Dark Age. The Greek historian
Herodotus knew of the Jews, whom he called "Palestinian Syrians",[66] and listed them among the levied
naval forces in service of the invading Persians. While Jewish monotheism was not deeply affected by
Greek polytheism, the Greek way of living was attractive for many wealthier Jews.[67] The Synagogue in
the Agora of Athens is dated to the period between 267 and 396 CE. The Stobi Synagogue in Macedonia
was built on the ruins of a more ancient synagogue in the 4th century, while later in the 5th century, the
synagogue was transformed into a Christian basilica.[68] Hellenistic Judaism thrived in Antioch and
Alexandria, and many of these Greek-speaking Jews would convert to Christianity.[69]
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Sporadic[70] epigraphic evidence in gravesite excavations, particularly in Brigetio (Szőny), Aquincum
(Óbuda), Intercisa (Dunaújváros), Triccinae (Sárvár), Savaria (Szombathely), Sopianae (Pécs) in Hungary,
and Mursa (Osijek) in Croatia, attest to the presence of Jews after the 2nd and 3rd centuries where Roman
garrisons were established.[71] There was a sufficient number of Jews in Pannonia to form communities
and build a synagogue. Jewish troops were among the Syrian soldiers transferred there, and replenished
from the Middle East. After 175 CE Jews and especially Syrians came from Antioch, Tarsus, and
Cappadocia. Others came from Italy and the Hellenized parts of the Roman Empire. The excavations
suggest they first lived in isolated enclaves attached to Roman legion camps and intermarried with other
similar oriental families within the military orders of the region.[70] Raphael Patai states that later Roman
writers remarked that they differed little in either customs, manner of writing, or names from the people
among whom they dwelt; and it was especially difficult to differentiate Jews from the Syrians.[72][73] After
Pannonia was ceded to the Huns in 433, the garrison populations were withdrawn to Italy, and only a few,
enigmatic traces remain of a possible Jewish presence in the area some centuries later.[74] No evidence has
yet been found of a Jewish presence in antiquity in Germany beyond its Roman border, nor in Eastern
Europe. In Gaul and Germany itself, with the possible exception of Trier and Cologne, the archeological
evidence suggests at most a fleeting presence of very few Jews, primarily itinerant traders or artisans.[75]

Estimating the number of Jews in antiquity is a task fraught with peril due to the nature of and lack of
accurate documentation. The number of Jews in the Roman Empire for a long time was based on the
accounts of Syrian Orthodox bishop Bar Hebraeus who lived between 1226 and 1286 CE, who stated by
the time of the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE, as many as six million Jews were already living
in the Roman Empire, a conclusion which has been contested as highly exaggerated. The 13th-century
author Bar Hebraeus gave a figure of 6,944,000 Jews in the Roman world. Salo Wittmayer Baron
considered the figure convincing.[76] The figure of seven million within and one million outside the Roman
world in the mid-first century became widely accepted, including by Louis Feldman. However,
contemporary scholars now accept that Bar Hebraeus based his figure on a census of total Roman citizens
and thus included non-Jews, the figure of 6,944,000 being recorded in Eusebius'
Chronicon.[77]: 90, 94, 104–05 [78] Louis Feldman, previously an active supporter of the figure, now states that
he and Baron were mistaken.[79]: 185  Philo gives a figure of one million Jews living in Egypt. John R.
Bartlett rejects Baron's figures entirely, arguing that we have no clue as to the size of the Jewish
demographic in the ancient world.[77]: 97–103  The Romans did not distinguish between Jews inside and
outside of the land of Israel/Judaea. They collected an annual temple tax from Jews both in and outside of
Israel. The revolts in and suppression of diaspora communities in Egypt, Libya and Crete during the Kitos
War of 115–117 CE had a severe impact on the Jewish diaspora.

A substantial Jewish population emerged in northern Gaul by the Middle Ages,[80] but Jewish communities
existed in 465 CE in Brittany, in 524 CE in Valence, and in 533 CE in Orléans.[81] Throughout this period
and into the early Middle Ages, some Jews assimilated into the dominant Greek and Latin cultures, mostly
through conversion to Christianity.[82] King Dagobert I of the Franks expelled the Jews from his
Merovingian kingdom in 629. Jews in former Roman territories faced new challenges as harsher anti-
Jewish Church rulings were enforced.

Charlemagne's expansion of the Frankish empire around 800, including northern Italy and Rome, brought
on a brief period of stability and unity in Francia. This created opportunities for Jewish merchants to settle
again north of the Alps. Charlemagne granted the Jews freedoms similar to those once enjoyed under the
Roman Empire. In addition, Jews from southern Italy, fleeing religious persecution, began to move into
Central Europe. Returning to Frankish lands, many Jewish merchants took up occupations in finance and
commerce, including money lending, or usury. (Church legislation banned Christians from lending money
in exchange for interest.) From Charlemagne's time to the present, Jewish life in northern Europe is well
documented. By the 11th century, when Rashi of Troyes wrote his commentaries, Jews in what came to be
known as "Ashkenaz" were known for their halakhic learning, and Talmudic studies. They were criticized
by Sephardim and other Jewish scholars in Islamic lands for their lack of expertise in Jewish jurisprudence
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and general ignorance of Hebrew linguistics and literature.[83] Yiddish emerged as a result of Judeo-Latin
language contact with various High German vernaculars in the medieval period.[84] It is a Germanic
language written in Hebrew letters, and heavily influenced by Hebrew and Aramaic, with some elements of
Romance and later Slavic languages.[85]

Historical records show evidence of Jewish communities north of the Alps and Pyrenees as early as the 8th
and 9th centuries. By the 11th century, Jewish settlers moving from southern European and Middle Eastern
centers (such as Babylonian Jews[86] and Persian Jews[87]) and Maghrebi Jewish traders from North Africa
who had contacts with their Ashkenazi brethren and had visited each other from time to time in each's
domain[88] appear to have begun to settle in the north, especially along the Rhine, often in response to new
economic opportunities and at the invitation of local Christian rulers. Thus Baldwin V, Count of Flanders,
invited Jacob ben Yekutiel and his fellow Jews to settle in his lands; and soon after the Norman conquest of
England, William the Conqueror likewise extended a welcome to continental Jews to take up residence
there. Bishop Rüdiger Huzmann called on the Jews of Mainz to relocate to Speyer. In all of these decisions,
the idea that Jews had the know-how and capacity to jump-start the economy, improve revenues, and
enlarge trade seems to have played a prominent role.[89] Typically Jews relocated close to the markets and
churches in town centres, where, though they came under the authority of both royal and ecclesiastical
powers, they were accorded administrative autonomy.[89]

In the 11th century, both Rabbinic Judaism and the culture of the Babylonian Talmud that underlies it
became established in southern Italy and then spread north to Ashkenaz.[90]

Numerous massacres of Jews occurred throughout Europe during the Christian Crusades. Inspired by the
preaching of a First Crusade, crusader mobs in France and Germany perpetrated the Rhineland massacres
of 1096, devastating Jewish communities along the Rhine River, including the SHuM cities of Speyer,
Worms, and Mainz. The cluster of cities contain the earliest Jewish settlements north of the Alps, and
played a major role in the formation of Ashkenazi Jewish religious tradition,[26] along with Troyes and
Sens in France. Nonetheless, Jewish life in Germany persisted, while some Ashkenazi Jews joined
Sephardic Jewry in Spain.[91] Expulsions from England (1290), France (1394), and parts of Germany (15th
century), gradually pushed Ashkenazi Jewry eastward, to Poland (10th century), Lithuania (10th century),
and Russia (12th century). Over this period of several hundred years, some have suggested, Jewish
economic activity was focused on trade, business management, and financial services, due to several
presumed factors: Christian European prohibitions restricting certain activities by Jews, preventing certain
financial activities (such as "usurious" loans)[92] between Christians, high rates of literacy, near-universal
male education, and ability of merchants to rely upon and trust family members living in different regions
and countries.

By the 15th century, the Ashkenazi Jewish communities in Poland were the largest Jewish communities of
the Diaspora.[93] This area, which eventually fell under the domination of Russia, Austria, and Prussia
(Germany), would remain the main center of Ashkenazi Jewry until the Holocaust.

The answer to why there was so little assimilation of Jews in central and eastern Europe for so long would
seem to lie in part in the probability that the alien surroundings in central and eastern Europe were not
conducive, though there was some assimilation. Furthermore, Jews lived almost exclusively in shtetls,
maintained a strong system of education for males, heeded rabbinic leadership, and had a very different
lifestyle to that of their neighbours; all of these tendencies increased with every outbreak of
antisemitism.[94]

High and Late Middle Ages migrations
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The Polish-Lithuanian
Commonwealth at its greatest
extent.

Jews from Worms (Germany)
wearing the mandatory yellow badge.

In parts of Eastern Europe, before the arrival of the Ashkenazi
Jews from Central, some non-Ashkenazi Jews were present who
spoke Leshon Knaan and held various other Non-Ashkenazi
traditions and customs.[95] In 1966, the historian Cecil Roth
questioned the inclusion of all Yiddish speaking Jews as
Ashkenazim in descent, suggesting that upon the arrival of
Ashkenazi Jews from central Europe to Eastern Europe, from the
Middle Ages to the 16th century, there were a substantial number
of non-Ashkenazim Jews already there who later abandoned their
original Eastern European Jewish culture in favor of the Ashkenazi
one.[96] However, according to more recent research, mass
migrations of Yiddish-speaking Ashkenazi Jews occurred to
Eastern Europe, from Central Europe in the west, who due to high
birth rates absorbed and largely replaced the preceding non-
Ashkenazi Jewish groups of Eastern Europe (whose numbers the
demographer Sergio Della Pergola considers to have been small).[97] Genetic evidence also indicates that
Yiddish-speaking Eastern European Jews largely descend from Ashkenazi Jews who migrated from central
to eastern Europe and subsequently experienced high birthrates and genetic isolation.[98]

Some Jewish immigration from southern Europe to Eastern Europe continued into the early modern period.
During the 16th century, as conditions for Italian Jews worsened, many Jews from Venice and the
surrounding area migrated to Poland and Lithuania. During the 16th and 17th centuries, some Sephardi
Jews and Romaniote Jews from throughout the Ottoman Empire migrated to Eastern Europe, as did
Arabic-speaking Mizrahi Jews and Persian Jews.[99][100][101][102]

In the first half of the 11th century, Hai Gaon refers to questions
that had been addressed to him from Ashkenaz, by which he
undoubtedly means Germany. Rashi in the latter half of the 11th
century refers to both the language of Ashkenaz[103] and the
country of Ashkenaz.[104] During the 12th century, the word
appears quite frequently. In the Mahzor Vitry, the kingdom of
Ashkenaz is referred to chiefly in regard to the ritual of the
synagogue there, but occasionally also with regard to certain other
observances.[105]

In the literature of the 13th century, references to the land and the
language of Ashkenaz often occur. Examples include Solomon
ben Aderet's Responsa (vol. i., No. 395); the Responsa of Asher
ben Jehiel (pp. 4, 6); his Halakot (Berakot i. 12, ed. Wilna, p. 10);
the work of his son Jacob ben Asher, Tur Orach Chayim (chapter 59); the Responsa of Isaac ben Sheshet
(numbers 193, 268, 270).

In the Midrash compilation, Genesis Rabbah, Rabbi Berechiah mentions Ashkenaz, Riphath, and
Togarmah as German tribes or as German lands. It may correspond to a Greek word that may have existed
in the Greek dialect of the Jews in Syria Palaestina, or the text is corrupted from "Germanica". This view of
Berechiah is based on the Talmud (Yoma 10a; Jerusalem Talmud Megillah 71b), where Gomer, the father
of Ashkenaz, is translated by Germamia, which evidently stands for Germany, and which was suggested
by the similarity of the sound.
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In later times, the word Ashkenaz is used to designate southern and western Germany, the ritual of which
sections differs somewhat from that of eastern Germany and Poland. Thus the prayer-book of Isaiah
Horowitz, and many others, give the piyyutim according to the Minhag of Ashkenaz and Poland.

According to 16th-century mystic Rabbi Elijah of Chelm, Ashkenazi Jews lived in Jerusalem during the
11th century. The story is told that a German-speaking Jew saved the life of a young German man
surnamed Dolberger. So when the knights of the First Crusade came to siege Jerusalem, one of Dolberger's
family members who was among them rescued Jews in Palestine and carried them back to Worms to repay
the favor.[106] Further evidence of German communities in the holy city comes in the form of halakhic
questions sent from Germany to Jerusalem during the second half of the 11th century.[107]

Material relating to the history of German Jews has been preserved in the communal accounts of certain
communities on the Rhine, a Memorbuch, and a Liebesbrief, documents that are now part of the Sassoon
Collection.[108] Heinrich Graetz has also added to the history of German Jewry in modern times in the
abstract of his seminal work, History of the Jews, which he entitled "Volksthümliche Geschichte der
Juden."

In an essay on Sephardi Jewry, Daniel Elazar at the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs[109] summarized
the demographic history of Ashkenazi Jews in the last thousand years. He notes that at the end of the 11th
century, 97% of world Jewry was Sephardic and 3% Ashkenazi; in the mid-17th century, "Sephardim still
outnumbered Ashkenazim three to two"; by the end of the 18th century, "Ashkenazim outnumbered
Sephardim three to two, the result of improved living conditions in Christian Europe versus the Ottoman
Muslim world."[109] By 1930, Arthur Ruppin estimated that Ashkenazi Jews accounted for nearly 92% of
world Jewry.[31] These factors are sheer demography showing the migration patterns of Jews from
Southern and Western Europe to Central and Eastern Europe.

In 1740 a family from Lithuania became the first Ashkenazi Jews to settle in the Jewish Quarter of
Jerusalem.[110]

In the generations after emigration from the west, Jewish communities in places like Poland, Russia, and
Belarus enjoyed a comparatively stable socio-political environment. A thriving publishing industry and the
printing of hundreds of biblical commentaries precipitated the development of the Hasidic movement as
well as major Jewish academic centers.[111] After two centuries of comparative tolerance in the new
nations, massive westward emigration occurred in the 19th and 20th centuries in response to pogroms in the
east and the economic opportunities offered in other parts of the world. Ashkenazi Jews have made up the
majority of the American Jewish community since 1750.[93]

In the context of the European Enlightenment, Jewish emancipation began in 18th century France and
spread throughout Western and Central Europe. Disabilities that had limited the rights of Jews since the
Middle Ages were abolished, including the requirements to wear distinctive clothing, pay special taxes, and
live in ghettos isolated from non-Jewish communities and the prohibitions on certain professions. Laws
were passed to integrate Jews into their host countries, forcing Ashkenazi Jews to adopt family names (they
had formerly used patronymics). Newfound inclusion into public life led to cultural growth in the
Haskalah, or Jewish Enlightenment, with its goal of integrating modern European values into Jewish
life.[112] As a reaction to increasing antisemitism and assimilation following the emancipation, Zionism was
developed in central Europe.[113] Other Jews, particularly those in the Pale of Settlement, turned to
socialism. These tendencies would be united in Labor Zionism, the founding ideology of the State of Israel.

Modern history
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Of the estimated 8.8 million Jews living in Europe at the beginning of World War II, the majority of whom
were Ashkenazi, about 6 million – more than two-thirds – were systematically murdered in the Holocaust.
These included 3 million of 3.3 million Polish Jews (91%); 900,000 of 1.5 million in Ukraine (60%); and
50–90% of the Jews of other Slavic nations, Germany, Hungary, and the Baltic states, and over 25% of the
Jews in France. Sephardi communities suffered similar depletions in a few countries, including Greece, the
Netherlands and the former Yugoslavia.[114] As the large majority of the victims were Ashkenazi Jews,
their percentage dropped from an estimate of 92% of world Jewry in 1930[31] to nearly 80% of world
Jewry today. The Holocaust also effectively put an end to the dynamic development of the Yiddish
language in the previous decades, as the vast majority of the Jewish victims of the Holocaust, around 5
million, were Yiddish speakers.[115] Many of the surviving Ashkenazi Jews emigrated to countries such as
Israel, Canada, Argentina, Australia, and the United States after the war.

Following the Holocaust, some sources place Ashkenazim today as making up approximately 83–85
percent of Jews worldwide,[116][117][118][119] while Sergio DellaPergola in a rough calculation of
Sephardic and Mizrahi Jews, implies that Ashkenazi make up a notably lower figure, less than 74%.[35]

Other estimates place Ashkenazi Jews as making up about 75% of Jews worldwide.[36][120]

In Israel, the term Ashkenazi is now used in a manner unrelated to its original meaning, often applied to all
Jews who settled in Europe and sometimes including those whose ethnic background is actually Sephardic.
Jews of any non-Ashkenazi background, including Mizrahi, Yemenite, Kurdish and others who have no
connection with the Iberian Peninsula, have similarly come to be lumped together as Sephardic. Jews of
mixed background are increasingly common, partly because of intermarriage between Ashkenazi and non-
Ashkenazi, and partly because many do not see such historic markers as relevant to their life experiences as
Jews.[121]

Religious Ashkenazi Jews living in Israel are obliged to follow the authority of the chief Ashkenazi rabbi in
halakhic matters. In this respect, a religiously Ashkenazi Jew is an Israeli who is more likely to support
certain religious interests in Israel, including certain political parties. These political parties result from the
fact that a portion of the Israeli electorate votes for Jewish religious parties; although the electoral map
changes from one election to another, there are generally several small parties associated with the interests
of religious Ashkenazi Jews. The role of religious parties, including small religious parties that play
important roles as coalition members, results in turn from Israel's composition as a complex society in
which competing social, economic, and religious interests stand for election to the Knesset, a unicameral
legislature with 120 seats.[122]

Ashkenazi Jews have played a prominent role in the economy, media, and politics[123] of Israel since its
founding. During the first decades of Israel as a state, strong cultural conflict occurred between Sephardic
and Ashkenazi Jews (mainly east European Ashkenazim). The roots of this conflict, which still exists to a
much smaller extent in present-day Israeli society, are chiefly attributed to the concept of the "melting
pot".[124] That is to say, all Jewish immigrants who arrived in Israel were strongly encouraged to
"meltdown" their own particular exilic identities[125] within the general social "pot" in order to become
Israeli.[126]

Israel
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Religious Jews have minhagim, customs, in addition to halakha, or religious law, and different
interpretations of the law. Different groups of religious Jews in different geographic areas historically
adopted different customs and interpretations. On certain issues, Orthodox Jews are required to follow the
customs of their ancestors and do not believe they have the option of picking and choosing. For this reason,
observant Jews at times find it important for religious reasons to ascertain who their household's religious
ancestors are in order to know what customs their household should follow. These times include, for
example, when two Jews of different ethnic background marry, when a non-Jew converts to Judaism and
determines what customs to follow for the first time, or when a lapsed or less observant Jew returns to
traditional Judaism and must determine what was done in his or her family's past. In this sense,
"Ashkenazic" refers both to a family ancestry and to a body of customs binding on Jews of that ancestry.
Reform Judaism, which does not necessarily follow those minhagim, did nonetheless originate among
Ashkenazi Jews.[127]

In a religious sense, an Ashkenazi Jew is any Jew whose family tradition and ritual follow Ashkenazi
practice. Until the Ashkenazi community first began to develop in the Early Middle Ages, the centers of
Jewish religious authority were in the Islamic world, at Baghdad and in Islamic Spain. Ashkenaz
(Germany) was so distant geographically that it developed a minhag of its own. Ashkenazi Hebrew came
to be pronounced in ways distinct from other forms of Hebrew.[128]

In this respect, the counterpart of Ashkenazi is Sephardic, since most non-Ashkenazi Orthodox Jews follow
Sephardic rabbinical authorities, whether or not they are ethnically Sephardic. By tradition, a Sephardic or
Mizrahi woman who marries into an Orthodox or Haredi Ashkenazi Jewish family raises her children to be
Ashkenazi Jews; conversely an Ashkenazi woman who marries a Sephardi or Mizrahi man is expected to
take on Sephardic practice and the children inherit a Sephardic identity, though in practice many families
compromise. A convert generally follows the practice of the beth din that converted him or her. With the
integration of Jews from around the world in Israel, North America, and other places, the religious
definition of an Ashkenazi Jew is blurring, especially outside Orthodox Judaism.[129]

New developments in Judaism often transcend differences in religious practice between Ashkenazi and
Sephardic Jews. In North American cities, social trends such as the chavurah movement, and the
emergence of "post-denominational Judaism"[130][131] often bring together younger Jews of diverse ethnic
backgrounds. In recent years, there has been increased interest in Kabbalah, which many Ashkenazi Jews
study outside of the Yeshiva framework. Another trend is the new popularity of ecstatic worship in the
Jewish Renewal movement and the Carlebach style minyan, both of which are nominally of Ashkenazi
origin.[132] Outside of Haredi communities, the traditional Ashkenazi pronunciation of Hebrew has also
drastically declined in favor of the Sephardi-based pronunciation of Modern Hebrew.

Culturally, an Ashkenazi Jew can be identified by the concept of Yiddishkeit, which means "Jewishness" in
the Yiddish language.[133] Yiddishkeit is specifically the Jewishness of Ashkenazi Jews.[134] Before the
Haskalah and the emancipation of Jews in Europe, this meant the study of Torah and Talmud for men, and
a family and communal life governed by the observance of Jewish Law for men and women. From the
Rhineland to Riga to Romania, most Jews prayed in liturgical Ashkenazi Hebrew, and spoke Yiddish in
their secular lives. But with modernization, Yiddishkeit now encompasses not just Orthodoxy and Hasidism,
but a broad range of movements, ideologies, practices, and traditions in which Ashkenazi Jews have
participated and somehow retained a sense of Jewishness. Although a far smaller number of Jews still
speak Yiddish, Yiddishkeit can be identified in manners of speech, in styles of humor, in patterns of
association. Broadly speaking, a Jew is one who associates culturally with Jews, supports Jewish
institutions, reads Jewish books and periodicals, attends Jewish movies and theater, travels to Israel, visits
historical synagogues, and so forth. It is a definition that applies to Jewish culture in general, and to
Ashkenazi Yiddishkeit in particular.
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As Ashkenazi Jews moved away from Europe, mostly in the form of aliyah to Israel, or immigration to
North America, and other English-speaking areas such as South Africa; and Europe (particularly France)
and Latin America, the geographic isolation that gave rise to Ashkenazim have given way to mixing with
other cultures, and with non-Ashkenazi Jews who, similarly, are no longer isolated in distinct geographic
locales. Hebrew has replaced Yiddish as the primary Jewish language for many Ashkenazi Jews, although
many Hasidic and Hareidi groups continue to use Yiddish in daily life. (There are numerous Ashkenazi
Jewish anglophones and Russian-speakers as well, although English and Russian are not originally Jewish
languages.)

France's blended Jewish community is typical of the cultural recombination that is going on among Jews
throughout the world. Although France expelled its original Jewish population in the Middle Ages, by the
time of the French Revolution, there were two distinct Jewish populations. One consisted of Sephardic
Jews, originally refugees from the Inquisition and concentrated in the southwest, while the other
community was Ashkenazi, concentrated in formerly German Alsace, and mainly speaking a German
dialect similar to Yiddish. (The third community of Provençal Jews living in Comtat Venaissin were
technically outside France, and were later absorbed into the Sephardim.) The two communities were so
separate and different that the National Assembly emancipated them separately in 1790 and 1791.[135]

But after emancipation, a sense of a unified French Jewry emerged, especially when France was wracked
by the Dreyfus affair in the 1890s. In the 1920s and 1930s, Ashkenazi Jews from Europe arrived in large
numbers as refugees from antisemitism, the Russian revolution, and the economic turmoil of the Great
Depression. By the 1930s, Paris had a vibrant Yiddish culture, and many Jews were involved in diverse
political movements. After the Vichy years and the Holocaust, the French Jewish population was
augmented once again, first by Ashkenazi refugees from Central Europe, and later by Sephardi immigrants
and refugees from North Africa, many of them francophone.

Ashkenazi Jews did not record their traditions or achievements by text, instead these traditions were passed
down orally from one generation to the next.[136] The desire to maintain pre-Holocaust traditions relating to
Ashkenazi culture has often been met with criticism by Jews in Eastern Europe.[136] Reasoning for this
could be related to the development of a new style of Jewish arts and culture developed by the Jews of
Palestine during the 1930s and 1940s, which in conjunction with the decimation of European Ashkenazi
Jews and their culture by the Nazi regime made it easier to assimilate to the new style of ritual rather than
try to repair the older traditions.[137] This new style of tradition was referred to as the Mediterranean Style,
and was noted for its simplicity and metaphorical rejuvenation of Jews abroad.[137] This was intended to
replace the Galut traditions, which were more sorrowful in practice.[137]

Then, in the 1990s, yet another Ashkenazi Jewish wave began to arrive from countries of the former Soviet
Union and Central Europe. The result is a pluralistic Jewish community that still has some distinct elements
of both Ashkenazi and Sephardic culture. But in France, it is becoming much more difficult to sort out the
two, and a distinctly French Jewishness has emerged.[138]

In an ethnic sense, an Ashkenazi Jew is one whose ancestry can be traced to the Jews who settled in
Central Europe. For roughly a thousand years, the Ashkenazim were a reproductively isolated population
in Europe, despite living in many countries, with little inflow or outflow from migration, conversion, or
intermarriage with other groups, including other Jews. Human geneticists have argued that genetic
variations have been identified that show high frequencies among Ashkenazi Jews, but not in the general
European population, be they for patrilineal markers (Y-chromosome haplotypes) and for matrilineal
markers (mitotypes).[139] Since the middle of the 20th century, many Ashkenazi Jews have intermarried,
both with members of other Jewish communities and with people of region[140]
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The example of the chevra kadisha,
the Jewish burial society, Prague,
1772

The Halakhic practices of (Orthodox) Ashkenazi Jews may differ
from those of Sephardi Jews, particularly in matters of custom.
Differences are noted in the Shulkhan Arukh itself, in the gloss of
Moses Isserles. Well known differences in practice include:

Observance of Pesach (Passover): Ashkenazi Jews
traditionally refrain from eating legumes, grain, millet,
and rice (quinoa, however, has become accepted as
foodgrain in the North American communities), whereas
Sephardi Jews typically do not prohibit these foods.
Ashkenazi Jews freely mix and eat fish and milk
products; some Sephardic Jews refrain from doing so.
Ashkenazim are more permissive toward the usage of wigs as a hair covering for married
and widowed women.
In the case of kashrut for meat, conversely, Sephardi Jews have stricter requirements – this
level is commonly referred to as Beth Yosef. Meat products that are acceptable to Ashkenazi
Jews as kosher may therefore be rejected by Sephardi Jews. Notwithstanding stricter
requirements for the actual slaughter, Sephardi Jews permit the rear portions of an animal
after proper Halakhic removal of the sciatic nerve, while many Ashkenazi Jews do not. This
is not because of different interpretations of the law; rather, slaughterhouses could not find
adequate skills for correct removal of the sciatic nerve and found it more economical to
separate the hindquarters and sell them as non-kosher meat.
Ashkenazi Jews often name newborn children after deceased family members, but not after
living relatives. Sephardi Jews, in contrast, often name their children after the children's
grandparents, even if those grandparents are still living. A notable exception to this
generally reliable rule is among Dutch Jews, where Ashkenazim for centuries used the
naming conventions otherwise attributed exclusively to Sephardim such as Chuts.
Ashkenazi tefillin bear some differences from Sephardic tefillin. In the traditional Ashkenazic
rite, the tefillin are wound towards the body, not away from it. Ashkenazim traditionally don
tefillin while standing, whereas other Jews generally do so while sitting down.
Ashkenazic traditional pronunciations of Hebrew differ from those of other groups. The most
prominent consonantal difference from Sephardic and Mizrahic Hebrew dialects is the
pronunciation of the Hebrew letter tav in certain Hebrew words (historically, in postvocalic
undoubled context) as an /s/ and not a /t/ or /θ/ sound.
The prayer shawl, or tallit (or tallis in Ashkenazi Hebrew), is worn by the majority of
Ashkenazi men after marriage, but western European Ashkenazi men wear it from Bar
Mitzvah. In Sephardi or Mizrahi Judaism, the prayer shawl is commonly worn from early
childhood.[141]

The term Ashkenazi also refers to the nusach Ashkenaz (Hebrew, "liturgical tradition", or rite) used by
Ashkenazi Jews in their Siddur (prayer book). A nusach is defined by a liturgical tradition's choice of
prayers, the order of prayers, the text of prayers, and melodies used in the singing of prayers. Two other
major forms of nusach among Ashkenazic Jews are Nusach Sefard (not to be confused with the Sephardic
ritual), which is the general Polish Hasidic nusach, and Nusach Ari, as used by Lubavitch Hasidim.

Customs, laws and traditions

Ashkenazic liturgy

Ashkenazi as a surname
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Several famous people have Ashkenazi as a surname, such as Vladimir Ashkenazy. However, most people
with this surname hail from within Sephardic communities, particularly from the Syrian Jewish community.
The Sephardic carriers of the surname would have some Ashkenazi ancestors since the surname was
adopted by families who were initially of Ashkenazic origins who moved to countries with Sephardi
communities and joined those communities. Ashkenazi would be formally adopted as the family surname
having started off as a nickname imposed by their adopted communities. Some have shortened the name to
Ash.

Relations between Ashkenazim and Sephardim have at times been tense and clouded by arrogance,
snobbery and claims of racial superiority with both sides claiming the inferiority of the other, based upon
such features as physical traits and culture.[142][143][144][145][146]

North African Sephardim and Berber Jews were often looked down upon by Ashkenazim as second-class
citizens during the first decade after the creation of Israel. This has led to protest movements such as the
Israeli Black Panthers led by Saadia Marciano, a Moroccan Jew. Nowadays, relations are getting
warmer.[147] In some instances, Ashkenazi communities have accepted significant numbers of Sephardi
newcomers, sometimes resulting in intermarriage and the possible merging between the two
communities.[148][149][150]

Ashkenazi Jews have a notable history of achievement in Western societies[151] in the fields of natural and
social sciences, mathematics, literature, finance, politics, media, and others. In those societies where they
have been free to enter any profession, they have a record of high occupational achievement, entering
professions and fields of commerce where higher education is required.[152] Ashkenazi Jews have won a
large number of the Nobel awards.[153]

Time magazine's person of the 20th century, Albert Einstein,[154] was an Ashkenazi Jew. According to a
study performed by Cambridge University, 21% of Ivy League students, 25% of the Turing Award
winners, 23% of the wealthiest Americans, 38% of the Oscar-winning film directors, and 29% of Oslo
awardees are Ashkenazi Jews.[155]

Efforts to identify the origins of Ashkenazi Jews through DNA analysis began in the 1990s. Currently,
there are three types of genetic origin testing, autosomal DNA (atDNA), mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA),
and Y-chromosomal DNA (Y-DNA). Autosomal DNA is a mixture from an individual's entire ancestry, Y-
DNA shows a male's lineage only along his strict paternal line, mtDNA shows any person's lineage only
along the strict maternal line. Genome-wide association studies have also been employed to yield findings
relevant to genetic origins.

Like most DNA studies of human migration patterns, the earliest studies on Ashkenazi Jews focused on the
Y-DNA and mtDNA segments of the human genome. Both segments are unaffected by recombination
(except for the ends of the Y chromosome – the pseudoautosomal regions known as PAR1 and PAR2),
thus allowing tracing of direct maternal and paternal lineages.

Relations with Sephardim

Notable Ashkenazim

Genetics

Genetic origins
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These studies revealed that Ashkenazi Jews originate from an ancient (2000–700 BCE) population of the
Middle East who had spread to Europe.[156] Ashkenazic Jews display the homogeneity of a genetic
bottleneck, meaning they descend from a larger population whose numbers were greatly reduced but
recovered through a few founding individuals. Although the Jewish people, in general, were present across
a wide geographical area as described, genetic research done by Gil Atzmon of the Longevity Genes
Project at Albert Einstein College of Medicine suggests "that Ashkenazim branched off from other Jews
around the time of the destruction of the First Temple, 2,500 years ago ... flourished during the Roman
Empire but then went through a 'severe bottleneck' as they dispersed, reducing a population of several
million to just 400 families who left Northern Italy around the year 1000 for Central and eventually Eastern
Europe."[157]

Various studies have arrived at diverging conclusions regarding both the degree and the sources of the non-
Levantine admixture in Ashkenazim,[37] particularly with respect to the extent of the non-Levantine genetic
origin observed in Ashkenazi maternal lineages, which is in contrast to the predominant Levantine genetic
origin observed in Ashkenazi paternal lineages. All studies nevertheless agree that genetic overlap with the
Fertile Crescent exists in both lineages, albeit at differing rates. Collectively, Ashkenazi Jews are less
genetically diverse than other Jewish ethnic divisions, due to their genetic bottleneck.[158]

The majority of genetic findings to date concerning Ashkenazi Jews conclude that the male lines were
founded by ancestors from the Middle East.[159][160][161]

A study of haplotypes of the Y-chromosome, published in 2000, addressed the paternal origins of
Ashkenazi Jews. Hammer et al.[162] found that the Y-chromosome of Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jews
contained mutations that are also common among other Middle Eastern peoples, but uncommon in the
autochthonous European population. This suggested that the male ancestors of the Ashkenazi Jews could
be traced mostly to the Middle East. The proportion of male genetic admixture in Ashkenazi Jews amounts
to less than 0.5% per generation over an estimated 80 generations, with "relatively minor contribution of
European Y chromosomes to the Ashkenazim," and a total admixture estimate "very similar to Motulsky's
average estimate of 12.5%." This supported the finding that "Diaspora Jews from Europe, Northwest
Africa, and the Near East resemble each other more closely than they resemble their non-Jewish
neighbors." "Past research found that 50–80 percent of DNA from the Ashkenazi Y chromosome, which is
used to trace the male lineage, originated in the Near East," Richards said. The population has subsequently
spread out.

A 2001 study by Nebel et al. showed that both Ashkenazi and Sephardic Jewish populations share the
same overall paternal Near Eastern ancestries. In comparison with data available from other relevant
populations in the region, Jews were found to be more closely related to groups in the north of the Fertile
Crescent. The authors also report on Eu 19 (R1a) chromosomes, which are very frequent in Central and
Eastern Europeans (54–60%) at elevated frequency (13%) in Ashkenazi Jews. They hypothesized that the
differences among Ashkenazim Jews could reflect low-level gene flow from surrounding European
populations or genetic drift during isolation.[163] A later 2005 study by Nebel et al., found a similar level of
11.5% of male Ashkenazim belonging to R1a1a (M17+), the dominant Y-chromosome haplogroup in
Central and Eastern Europeans.[164] However, a 2017 study, concentrating on the Ashkenazi Levites
where the proportion reaches 50%, while signalling that there's a "rich variation of haplogroup R1a outside
of Europe which is phylogenetically separate from the typically European R1a branches", precises that the
particular R1a-Y2619 sub-clade testifies for a local origin, and that the "Middle Eastern origin of the
Ashkenazi Levite lineage based on what was previously a relatively limited number of reported samples,
can now be considered firmly validated."[165]

Male lineages: Y-chromosomal DNA
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Before 2006, geneticists had largely attributed the ethnogenesis of most of the world's Jewish populations,
including Ashkenazi Jews, to Israelite Jewish male migrants from the Middle East and "the women from
each local population whom they took as wives and converted to Judaism." Thus, in 2002, in line with this
model of origin, David Goldstein, now of Duke University, reported that unlike male Ashkenazi lineages,
the female lineages in Ashkenazi Jewish communities "did not seem to be Middle Eastern", and that each
community had its own genetic pattern and even that "in some cases the mitochondrial DNA was closely
related to that of the host community." In his view, this suggested, "that Jewish men had arrived from the
Middle East, taken wives from the host population and converted them to Judaism, after which there was
no further intermarriage with non-Jews."[139]

In 2006, a study by Behar et al.,[38] based on what was at that time high-resolution analysis of haplogroup
K (mtDNA), suggested that about 40% of the current Ashkenazi population is descended matrilineally from
just four women, or "founder lineages", that were "likely from a Hebrew/Levantine mtDNA pool"
originating in the Middle East in the 1st and 2nd centuries CE. Additionally, Behar et al. suggested that the
rest of Ashkenazi mtDNA is originated from ~150 women, and that most of those were also likely of
Middle Eastern origin.[38] In reference specifically to Haplogroup K, they suggested that although it is
common throughout western Eurasia, "the observed global pattern of distribution renders very unlikely the
possibility that the four aforementioned founder lineages entered the Ashkenazi mtDNA pool via gene flow
from a European host population".

In 2013, a study of Ashkenazi mitochondrial DNA by a team led by Martin B. Richards of the University
of Huddersfield in England reached different conclusions, in line with the pre-2006 origin hypothesis.
Testing was performed on the full 16,600 DNA units composing mitochondrial DNA (the 2006 Behar
study had only tested 1,000 units) in all their subjects, and the study found that the four main female
Ashkenazi founders had descent lines that were established in Europe 10,000 to 20,000 years in the
past[166] while most of the remaining minor founders also have a deep European ancestry. The study
argued that the great majority of Ashkenazi maternal lineages were not brought from the Near East or the
Caucasus, but instead assimilated within Europe, primarily of Italian and Old French origins.[167] The
Richards study estimated that more than 80 percent of Ashkenazi maternal ancestry comes from women
indigenous to (mainly prehistoric Western) Europe, and only 8 percent from the Near East, while the origin
of the remainder is undetermined.[15][166] According to the study these findings "point to a significant role
for the conversion of women in the formation of Ashkenazi communities."[15][16][168][169][170] Karl
Skorecki criticized the study for perceived flaws in phylogenetic analysis. "While Costa et al have re-
opened the question of the maternal origins of Ashkenazi Jewry, the phylogenetic analysis in the
manuscript does not 'settle' the question."[171]

A 2014 study by Fernández et al. found that Ashkenazi Jews display a frequency of haplogroup K in their
maternal DNA, suggesting an ancient Near Eastern matrilineal origin, similar to the results of the Behar
study in 2006. Fernández noted that this observation clearly contradicts the results of the 2013 study led by
Richards that suggested a European source for 3 exclusively Ashkenazi K lineages.[39]

In genetic epidemiology, a genome-wide association study (GWA study, or GWAS) is an examination of all
or most of the genes (the genome) of different individuals of a particular species to see how much the genes
vary from individual to individual. These techniques were originally designed for epidemiological uses, to
identify genetic associations with observable traits.[172]

Female lineages: Mitochondrial DNA
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A 2006 study by Seldin et al. used over five thousand autosomal SNPs to demonstrate European genetic
substructure. The results showed "a consistent and reproducible distinction between 'northern' and
'southern' European population groups". Most northern, central, and eastern Europeans (Finns, Swedes,
English, Irish, Germans, and Ukrainians) showed >90% in the "northern" population group, while most
individual participants with southern European ancestry (Italians, Greeks, Portuguese, Spaniards) showed
>85% in the "southern" group. Both Ashkenazi Jews as well as Sephardic Jews showed >85%
membership in the "southern" group. Referring to the Jews clustering with southern Europeans, the authors
state the results were "consistent with a later Mediterranean origin of these ethnic groups".[14]

A 2007 study by Bauchet et al. found that Ashkenazi Jews were most closely clustered with Arabic North
African populations when compared to Global population, and in the European structure analysis, they
share similarities only with Greeks and Southern Italians, reflecting their east Mediterranean
origins.[173][174]

A 2010 study on Jewish ancestry by Atzmon-Ostrer et al. stated "Two major groups were identified by
principal component, phylogenetic, and identity by descent (IBD) analysis: Middle Eastern Jews and
European/Syrian Jews. The IBD segment sharing and the proximity of European Jews to each other and to
southern European populations suggested similar origins for European Jewry and refuted large-scale
genetic contributions of Central and Eastern European and Slavic populations to the formation of
Ashkenazi Jewry", as both groups – the Middle Eastern Jews and European/Syrian Jews – shared common
ancestors in the Middle East about 2500 years ago. The study examines genetic markers spread across the
entire genome and shows that the Jewish groups (Ashkenazi and non-Ashkenazi) share large swaths of
DNA, indicating close relationships and that each of the Jewish groups in the study (Iranian, Iraqi, Syrian,
Italian, Turkish, Greek and Ashkenazi) has its own genetic signature but is more closely related to the other
Jewish groups than to their fellow non-Jewish countrymen.[175] Atzmon's team found that the SNP
markers in genetic segments of 3 million DNA letters or longer were 10 times more likely to be identical
among Jews than non-Jews. Results of the analysis also tally with biblical accounts of the fate of the Jews.
The study also found that with respect to non-Jewish European groups, the population most closely related
to Ashkenazi Jews are modern-day Italians. The study speculated that the genetic-similarity between
Ashkenazi Jews and Italians may be due to inter-marriage and conversions in the time of the Roman
Empire. It was also found that any two Ashkenazi Jewish participants in the study shared about as much
DNA as fourth or fifth cousins.[176][177]

A 2010 study by Bray et al., using SNP microarray techniques and linkage analysis found that when
assuming Druze and Palestinian Arab populations to represent the reference to world Jewry ancestor
genome, between 35 and 55 percent of the modern Ashkenazi genome can possibly be of European origin,
and that European "admixture is considerably higher than previous estimates by studies that used the Y
chromosome" with this reference point.[178] Assuming this reference point the linkage disequilibrium in the
Ashkenazi Jewish population was interpreted as "matches signs of interbreeding or 'admixture' between
Middle Eastern and European populations".[179] On the Bray et al. tree, Ashkenazi Jews were found to be
a genetically more divergent population than Russians, Orcadians, French, Basques, Sardinians, Italians
and Tuscans. The study also observed that Ashkenazim are more diverse than their Middle Eastern
relatives, which was counterintuitive because Ashkenazim are supposed to be a subset, not a superset, of
their assumed geographical source population. Bray et al. therefore postulate that these results reflect not the
population antiquity but a history of mixing between genetically distinct populations in Europe. However, it
is possible that the relaxation of marriage prescription in the ancestors of Ashkenazim drove their
heterozygosity up, while the maintenance of the FBD rule in native Middle Easterners has been keeping
their heterozygosity values in check. Ashkenazim distinctiveness as found in the Bray et al. study,
therefore, may come from their ethnic endogamy (ethnic inbreeding), which allowed them to "mine" their
ancestral gene pool in the context of relative reproductive isolation from European neighbors, and not from
clan endogamy (clan inbreeding). Consequently, their higher diversity compared to Middle Easterners
stems from the latter's marriage practices, not necessarily from the former's admixture with Europeans.[180]
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The genome-wide genetic study carried out in 2010 by Behar et al. examined the genetic relationships
among all major Jewish groups, including Ashkenazim, as well as the genetic relationship between these
Jewish groups and non-Jewish ethnic populations. The study found that contemporary Jews (excluding
Indian and Ethiopian Jews) have a close genetic relationship with people from the Levant. The authors
explained that "the most parsimonious explanation for these observations is a common genetic origin,
which is consistent with an historical formulation of the Jewish people as descending from ancient Hebrew
and Israelite residents of the Levant".[181]

A study by Behar et al. (2013) found evidence in Ashkenazim of mixed European and Levantine origins.
The authors found the greatest affinity and shared ancestry of Ashkenazi Jews to be firstly with other
Jewish groups from southern Europe, Syria, and North Africa, and secondly with both southern Europeans
(such as Italians) and modern Levantines (such as the Druze, Cypriots, Lebanese and Samaritans). In
addition to finding no affinity in Ashkenazim with northern Caucasus populations, the authors found no
more affinity in Ashkenazi Jews to modern south Caucasus and eastern Anatolian populations (such as
Armenians, Azeris, Georgians, and Turks) than found in non-Ashkenazi Jews or non-Jewish Middle
Easterners (such as the Kurds, Iranians, Druze and Lebanese).[182]

A 2017 autosomal study by Xue, Shai Carmi et al. found an approximately even mixture of Middle-Eastern
and European ancestry in Ashkenazi Jews: with the European component being largely Southern European
with a minority being Eastern European, and the Middle Eastern ancestry showing the strongest affinity to
Levantine populations such as the Druze and Lebanese.[40]

A 2018 study, referencing the popular theory of Ashkenazi Jewish (AJ) origins in "an initial settlement in
Western Europe (Northern France and Germany), followed by migration to Poland and an expansion there
and in the rest of Eastern Europe", tested "whether Ashkenazi Jews with recent origins in Eastern Europe
are genetically distinct from Western European Ashkenazi". The study concluded that that "Western AJ
consist of two slightly distinct groups: one that descends from a subset of the original founders [who
remained in Western Europe], and another that migrated there back from Eastern Europe, possibly after
absorbing a limited degree of gene flow".[183]

In the late 19th century, it was proposed that the core of today's Ashkenazi Jewry are genetically descended
from a hypothetical Khazarian Jewish diaspora who had migrated westward from modern Russia and
Ukraine into modern France and Germany (as opposed to the currently held theory that Jews migrated from
France and Germany into Eastern Europe). The hypothesis is not corroborated by historical sources,[184]

and is unsubstantiated by genetics, but it is still occasionally supported by scholars who have had some
success in keeping the theory in the academic consciousness.[185]

The theory has sometimes been used by Jewish authors such as Arthur Koestler as part of an argument
against traditional forms of antisemitism (for example the claim that "the Jews killed Christ"), just as similar
arguments have been advanced on behalf of the Crimean Karaites. Today, however, the theory is more
often associated with antisemitism[186] and anti-Zionism.[187][188]

A 2013 trans-genome study carried out by 30 geneticists, from 13 universities and academies, from nine
countries, assembling the largest data set available to date, for assessment of Ashkenazi Jewish genetic
origins found no evidence of Khazar origin among Ashkenazi Jews. The authors concluded:

Thus, analysis of Ashkenazi Jews together with a large sample from the region of the Khazar
Khaganate corroborates the earlier results that Ashkenazi Jews derive their ancestry primarily
from populations of the Middle East and Europe, that they possess considerable shared

The Khazar hypothesis

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Levant
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Israelite
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Druze
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samaritans
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azeris
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kurds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khazar_hypothesis_of_Ashkenazi_ancestry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_Koestler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crimean_Karaites
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antisemitism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Zionism


ancestry with other Jewish populations, and that there is no indication of a significant genetic
contribution either from within or from north of the Caucasus region.

The authors found no affinity in Ashkenazim with north Caucasus populations, as well as no greater
affinity in Ashkenazim to south Caucasus or Anatolian populations than that found in non-Ashkenazi Jews
and non-Jewish Middle Easterners (such as the Kurds, Iranians, Druze and Lebanese). The greatest affinity
and shared ancestry of Ashkenazi Jews were found to be (after those with other Jewish groups from
southern Europe, Syria, and North Africa) with both southern Europeans and Levantines such as Druze,
Cypriot, Lebanese and Samaritan groups.[182]

There are many references to Ashkenazi Jews in the literature of medical and population genetics. Indeed,
much awareness of "Ashkenazi Jews" as an ethnic group or category stems from the large number of
genetic studies of disease, including many that are well reported in the media, that have been conducted
among Jews. Jewish populations have been studied more thoroughly than most other human populations,
for a variety of reasons:

Jewish populations, and particularly the large Ashkenazi Jewish population, are ideal for
such research studies, because they exhibit a high degree of endogamy, yet they are
sizable.[189]

Jewish communities are comparatively well informed about genetics research, and have
been supportive of community efforts to study and prevent genetic diseases.[189]

The result is a form of ascertainment bias. This has sometimes created an impression that Jews are more
susceptible to genetic disease than other populations.[189] Healthcare professionals are often taught to
consider those of Ashkenazi descent to be at increased risk for colon cancer.[190]

Genetic counseling and genetic testing are often undertaken by couples where both partners are of
Ashkenazi ancestry. Some organizations, most notably Dor Yeshorim, organize screening programs to
prevent homozygosity for the genes that cause related diseases.[191][192]

Jewish ethnic divisions
List of Israeli Ashkenazi Jews

a. /ˌæʃ-, ɑːʃkəˈnɑːzɪm/ ASH-, AHSH-kə-NAH-zim;[18] Hebrew: ִּים Ashkenazi Hebrew , ַאשְׁכְּנַז
pronunciation: [ˌaʃkəˈnazim], singular: [ˌaʃkəˈnazi], Modern Hebrew: [(ʔ)aʃkenaˈzim, (ʔ)aʃkena
ˈzi][19]

1. "Ashkenazi Jews" (https://web.archive.org/web/20131020004618/http://hugr.huji.ac.il/Ashke
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Ashkenazi Hebrew
Ashkenazi Hebrew (Hebrew: הגייה אשכנזית , romanized: Hagiyya Ashkenazit, Yiddish: ַאשכּנזישע הבֿרה ,
romanized: Ashkenazishe Havara) is the pronunciation system for Biblical and Mishnaic Hebrew favored
for Jewish liturgical use and Torah study by Ashkenazi Jewish practice. It survives today as a separate
religious dialect within some parts of the Haredi community, even alongside Modern Hebrew in Israel,
although its use amongst non-Haredi Ashkenazi Jews has greatly diminished.

Features
Variants
History
Influence on Modern Hebrew
Endnotes
See also
Literature

As it is used parallel with modern Hebrew, its phonological differences are clearly recognized:

,ʿáyin are completely silent at all times in most forms of Ashkenazi Hebrew  ע ʾālep̄ and  א
where they are frequently both pronounced as a glottal stop in modern Hebrew.[1] (Compare
Yisroeil (Lithuanian) or Yisruayl (Polish-Galician) vs. Yisra'el (modern).) An earlier
pronunciation of ‘ayin as a velar nasal ([ŋ]) is attested most prominently in Dutch Hebrew
(and historically also the Hebrew of Frankfurt am Main). Vestiges of this earlier pronunciation
are still found throughout the Yiddish-speaking world in names like Yankev (ֿיעקב) and
words like manse (מעשׂה, more commonly pronounced mayse), but are otherwise marginal.
where it , ת ṯāw is pronounced [s] in Ashkenazi Hebrew, unless there is a Dagesh in the  ת
would be pronounced [t]. In some respects, this is similar to the Yemenite pronunciation as
well as some other Mizrahi Hebrew varieties, except these varieties pronounce ת without
dagesh as the non-sibilant fricative [θ] as 'th' as in English 'think'. It is always pronounced [t]
in modern and Sephardi Hebrew. (Compare Shabbos vs. Shabbat, or Es vs. Et.)
ṣērê /e/ is pronounced [ej] (or [aj]) in Ashkenazi Hebrew, where it would be pronounced [e]  ֵא
in Sephardi Hebrew; modern Hebrew varies between the two pronunciations. (Compare
Omein (Lithuanian) or Umayn (Polish-Galician) vs. Amen (modern Hebrew).)
qāmeṣ gāḏôl /a/ is pronounced [ɔ] (in the Southern Dialects it is [u] in open syllables, [ɔ] in  ָא
closed syllables) in Ashkenazi Hebrew, as in Yemenite and Tiberian Hebrew (Lithuanian
pronunciation also tends to turn Qames gadol into the sound "uh" when it is stressed), where
it is [a] in modern Hebrew. (Compare Dovid (Lithuanian) or Duvid (Polish-Galician) vs. David
[David].)
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ḥôlam /o/ is, depending on the subdialect, pronounced [au], [ou], [øi], [oi], or [ei] in  אֹ
Ashkenazi Hebrew, as against [o] in Sephardic and modern Hebrew (though some
Lithuanians and many non-Hassidic Ashkenazim in America also pronounce it as [o]) or [øː]
in Yemenite Hebrew. (Compare Moishe vs. Moshe.)
Unstressed ֻא  qubbuṣ or ּו  shuruq /u/ occasionally becomes [i] in Ashkenazi Hebrew (This is
more prevalent in the South-Eastern dialects as the North-Eastern dialects did not make
reforms to this vowel), when in all other forms they are pronounced [u] (Kíddish vs. kiddúsh.)
In the Hungarian and Oberlander dialects, the pronunciation is invariably [y].
There is some confusion (in both directions) between final ֵא  tzere /e/ and ִא  hiriq /i/ (Tishrei
vs. Tishri; Sifri vs. Sifre.)

There are considerable differences between the Lithuanian, Polish (also known as Galician), Hungarian,
and German pronunciations.

These are most obvious in the treatment of ḥôlam: the German pronunciation is [au], the
Galician/Polish pronunciation is [oi], the Hungarian is [øi], and the Lithuanian pronunciation
is [ei]. Other variants exist: for example in the United Kingdom, the original tradition was to
use the German pronunciation, but over the years the sound of ḥolam has tended to merge
with the local pronunciation of long "o" as in "toe", and some communities have abandoned
Ashkenazi Hebrew altogether in favour of the Israeli-Sephardi pronunciation. (Haredi
communities in England usually use the Galician/Polish [oi].)
Tzere is pronounced [ej] in the majority of Ashkenazic traditions. In Polish usage, however, it
was not infrequently [aj].
Segol is pronounced [e] in the majority of Ashkenazic traditions, but [ej] in Southeastern
pronunciations (Polish, Galician, etc.).
Another feature that distinguishes the Lithuanian pronunciation, traditionally used in an area
encompassing modern day's Baltic States, Belarus and parts of Ukraine and Russia, is its
merger of sin and shin, both of which are pronounced as [s]. This is similar to the
pronunciation of the Ephraimites recorded in Judges 12, which is the source of the term
Shibboleth.
The pronunciation of resh varies between an alveolar flap or trill (as in Spanish) and a
voiced uvular fricative or trill (as in French, see Guttural R), depending on variations in the
local dialects of German and Yiddish.

In addition to geographical differences, there are differences in register between the "natural" pronunciation
in general use and the more prescriptive rules advocated by some rabbis and grammarians, particularly for
use in reading the Torah. For example:

In earlier centuries the stress in Ashkenazi Hebrew usually fell on the penultimate, instead of
the last syllable as in most other dialects. In the 17th and 18th centuries there was a
campaign by Ashkenazi rabbis such as Jacob Emden and the Vilna Gaon to encourage final
stress in accordance with the stress marks printed in the Bible. This was successful as
concerned liturgical use such as reading from the Torah. However, the older stress pattern
persists in the pronunciation of Hebrew words in Yiddish and in early modern poetry by
Hayim Nahman Bialik and Shaul Tchernichovsky.
The merger of ח  to כ  and ע  to א  in speech occurred at some point between the 11th century
and the 18th century, but many later Ashkenazi authorities (such as the Mishnah Berurah
and Magen Avraham) advocate using the pharyngeal articulation of ח  and ע  when
representing the community in religious service such as prayer and Torah reading[2] though
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this is seldom observed in practice. Similarly, strict usage requires the articulation of initial א 
as a glottal stop.
In general use, the mobile sheva is often omitted (for example the word for "time" is
pronounced zman rather than zĕman). However, in liturgical use strict conformity to the
grammatical rules is encouraged.

There are several theories on the origins of the different Hebrew reading traditions. The basic division is
between those who believe that the differences arose in medieval Europe and those who believe that they
reflect older differences between the pronunciations of Hebrew and Aramaic current in different parts of the
Fertile Crescent, that is to say Judaea, Galilee, Syria, northern Mesopotamia and Babylonia proper. Within
the first group of theories, Zimmels believed that the Ashkenazi pronunciation arose in late medieval
Europe and that the pronunciation prevailing in France and Germany in the time of the Tosafists was
similar to the Sephardic. His evidence for this was the fact that Asher ben Jehiel, a German who became
chief rabbi of Toledo, never refers to any difference of pronunciation, though he is normally very sensitive
to differences between the two communities.

The difficulty with the latter grouping of theories is that we do not know for certain what the
pronunciations of these countries actually were and how far they differed. Since the expulsion of the Jews
from Spain in 1492 (or before) the Sephardic pronunciation of the vowels became standard in all these
countries, ironing out any differences that previously existed.[3] This makes it harder to adjudicate between
the different theories on the relationship between today's pronunciation systems and those of ancient times.

Leopold Zunz believed that the Ashkenazi pronunciation was derived from that of the Hebrew spoken in
the Land of Israel in Geonic times (7th–11th centuries CE), while the Sephardi pronunciation was derived
from that of Babylonia. This theory was supported by the fact that, in some respects, Ashkenazi Hebrew
resembles the western dialect of Syriac while Sephardi Hebrew resembles the eastern, e.g. Eastern Syriac
Peshitta as against Western Syriac Peshito. Ashkenazi Hebrew in its written form also resembles
Palestinian Hebrew in its tendency to male spellings (see Mater lectionis).

Others, including Abraham Zevi Idelsohn, believed that the distinction is more ancient, and represents the
distinction between the Judaean and Galilean dialects of Hebrew in Mishnaic times (1st−2nd centuries CE),
with the Sephardi pronunciation being derived from Judaean and the Ashkenazi from Galilean. This theory
is supported by the fact that Ashkenazi Hebrew, like Samaritan Hebrew, has lost the distinct sounds of
many of the guttural letters, while there are references in the Talmud to this as a feature of Galilean speech.
Idelsohn ascribes the Ashkenazi (and, on his theory, Galilean) pronunciation of kamatz gadol as [o] to the
influence of Phoenician: see Canaanite shift.

In the time of the Masoretes (8th−10th centuries CE) there were three distinct notations for denoting vowels
and other details of pronunciation in Biblical and liturgical texts. One was the Babylonian; another was the
Palestinian; the third was the Tiberian, which eventually superseded the other two and is still in use today.

In certain respects the Ashkenazi pronunciation provides a better fit to the Tiberian notation than do the
other reading traditions: for example, it distinguishes between pataḥ and qamaṣ gadol, and between segol
and șere, and does not make the qamaṣ symbol do duty for two different sounds. A distinctive variant of
the Tiberian notation was in fact used by Ashkenazim, before being superseded by the standard version. On
the other hand, it is unlikely that in the Tiberian system ṣere and ḥolam were diphthongs as they are in
Ashkenazi Hebrew: they are more likely to have been closed vowels. (On the other hand, these vowels
sometimes correspond to diphthongs in Arabic.) For more details of the reconstructed pronunciation
underlying the Tiberian notation, see Tiberian vocalization.
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The 14th century work, Sefer Asufot is one of the only non-liturgical and non-Biblical medieval Ashkenazi
texts to use nekuddot. Owing to its more day to day vocabulary, linguists have been able to conclude that
medieval Ashkenazi Hebrew was much akin to its contemporary Sephardic vocalization.[4]

In other respects Ashkenazi Hebrew resembles Yemenite Hebrew, which appears to be related to the
Babylonian notation. Shared features include the pronunciation of qamaṣ gadol as [o] and, in the case of
Lithuanian Jews and some but not all Yemenites, of ḥolam as [eː]. These features are not found in the
Hebrew pronunciation of today's Iraqi Jews, which as explained has been overlaid by Sephardi Hebrew,
but are found in some of the Judeo-Aramaic languages of northern Iraq and in some dialects of Syriac.

Another possibility is that these features were found within an isogloss that included Syria, northern
Palestine and northern Mesopotamia but not Judaea or Babylonia proper, and did not coincide exactly with
the use of any one notation (and the ḥolam = [eː] shift may have applied to a more restricted area than the
qamaṣ gadol = [o] shift). The Yemenite pronunciation would, on this hypothesis, be derived from that of
northern Mesopotamia and the Ashkenazi pronunciation from that of northern Palestine. The Sephardic
pronunciation appears to be derived from that of Judaea, as evidenced by its fit to the Palestinian notation.

According to the Maharal of Prague[5] and many other scholars,[6] including Rabbi Yaakov Emden, one of
the leading Hebrew grammarians of all time,[7] Ashkenazi Hebrew is the most accurate pronunciation of
Hebrew preserved. The reason given is that it preserves distinctions, such as between pataḥ and qamaṣ,
which are not reflected in the Sephardic and other dialects. Only in the Ashkenazi pronunciation are all
seven "nequdot" (the Hebrew vowels of the ancient Tiberian tradition) distinguished: Yemenite, which
comes close, does not distinguish pataḥ from segol.

On the other hand, this view does not appear to be supported by any non-Ashkenazi scholars. Some
scholars argue in favour of the greater authenticity of the Yemenite pronunciation on the ground that it is the
only Hebrew pronunciation to distinguish all the consonants.

Although modern Hebrew was intended to be based on Mishnaic spelling and Sephardi Hebrew
pronunciation, the language as spoken in Israel has adapted to the popular (as opposed to the strict
liturgical) Ashkenazi Hebrew phonology in the following respects:

the elimination of pharyngeal articulation in the letters Ḥeth and ʿAyin
the conversion of resh from an alveolar flap to a voiced uvular fricative or trill. (This is by not
universal in Ashkenazi Hebrew; many dialects of Ashkenazi Hebrew, and of Yiddish, use(d)
a trill, tap, or flap rather than a voiced uvular fricative.)
the pronunciation of tzere as [eɪ] in some contexts, (sifrey and teysha instead of Sephardic
sifré and tésha' ) for some speakers.
the elimination of vocal sheva (zman instead of Sephardic zĕman)
some of the letter names (yud and kuf instead of Sephardic yod and qof/kof)
in popular speech, penultimate stress in some proper names (Dvóra instead of Dĕvorá;
Yehúda instead of Yehudá) for some speakers.
similarly, penultimate stress in nouns or verbs with a second- or third-person plural suffix
(katávtem [you wrote] instead of kĕtavtém; shalom aléykhem [greeting] instead of shalom
alekhém).[8]

Influence on Modern Hebrew
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1. The practice of omitting the guttural letters "ayin" and "chet" is very ancient and goes back to
Talmudic times (see Sefer He'aruch entry "shudah" as well as encyclopedia Otzar Yisrael
entry "mivtah"), when it appears to have been a feature of Galilean pronunciation.

2. Mishnah Berurah Chapter 53 quoting the Magen Avraham.
3. To a lesser extent the same is true for the consonants, though the Jews of Iraq retain /w/ for

vav and /θ/ for tav raphe, and the Jews of Arabic countries generally retain emphatic and
guttural consonant sounds: see Mizrahi Hebrew.

4. "ASUFOT - JewishEncyclopedia.com" (http://www.jewishencyclopedia.com/articles/2064-as
ufot). www.jewishencyclopedia.com. Retrieved 2020-06-18.

5. Tiferet Yisrael, article 66.
6. Listed in the encyclopedia Otsar Yisrael under the entry "mivtah".
7. Mor Uqṣi'ah, chap. 53.
8. Such pronunciations may have originated in learners' mistakes, formed on the analogy of

other suffixed forms (katávta, alénu), rather than being examples of residual Ashkenazi
influence.
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Ashkenaz is shown in Phrygia in this 1854
map of "The World as known to the
Hebrews" (Lyman Coleman, Historical
Textbook and Atlas of Biblical Geography)

Ashkenaz
Ashkenaz (Hebrew: נָז ּכְ ʾAškənāz) in the Hebrew  ַאׁשְ
Bible is one of the descendants of Noah. Ashkenaz is the
first son of Gomer, and a Japhetic patriarch in the Table of
Nations. In rabbinic literature, the kingdom of Ashkenaz
was first associated with the Scythian region, then later with
the Slavic territories,[1] and, from the 11th century onwards,
with Germany and northern Europe.

His name is related to the Assyrian Aškūza (Aškuzai,
Iškuzai), a people who expelled the Cimmerians from the
Armenian highland of the Upper Euphrates area.[2]

Medieval Jews associated the term with the geographical
area centered on the Rhineland of Western Germany. As a
result, the Jewish culture that developed in that area came to
be called Ashkenazi, the only form of the term in use today.

Hebrew Bible
Medieval reception

Rabbinic Judaism
Ashkenazi Jews
Armenian tradition
German royal genealogy

References

In the genealogies of the Hebrew Bible, Ashkenaz (Hebrew: ַאשְׁכְּנַז, ’Aškănaz; Greek: Ασχανάζ,
romanized: Askhanáz) was a descendant of Noah. He was the first son of Gomer and brother of Riphath and
Togarmah (Genesis 10:3 (https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0110.htm#3), 1 Chronicles 1:6 (https://w
ww.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt25a01.htm#6)), with Gomer being the grandson of Noah through Japheth.

According to Jeremiah 51:27 (https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt1151.htm#27), a kingdom of
Ashkenaz was to be called together with Ararat and Minni against Babylon, which reads:

Set ye up a standard in the land, blow the trumpet among the nations, prepare the nations
against her [ie. Babylon], call together against her the kingdoms of Ararat, Minni, and
Ashchenaz; appoint a captain against her; cause the horses to come up as the rough
caterpillars.
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According to the Encyclopaedia Biblica, "Ashkenaz must have been one of the migratory peoples which in
the time of Esar-haddon, burst upon the northern provinces of Asia Minor, and upon Armenia. One branch
of this great migration appears to have reached Lake Urumiyeh; for in the revolt which Esar-haddon
chastised, the Mannai, who lived to the SW of that lake, sought the help of Ispakai 'of the land of Asguza,'
a name (originally perhaps Asgunza) which the skepticism of Dillmann need not hinder us from identifying
with Ashkenaz, and from considering as that of a horde from the north, of Indo-Germanic origin, which
settled on the south of Lake Urumiyeh."

In rabbinic literature, the kingdom of Ashkenaz was first associated with the Scythian region, then later
with the Slavic territories,[1] and, from the 11th century onwards, with northern Europe and Germany.[3]

The region of Ashkenaz was centred on the Rhineland and the Palatinate (notably Worms and Speyer), in
what is now the westernmost part of Germany. Its geographic extent did not coincide with the German
Christian principalities of the time, and it included northern France.

How the name of Ashkenaz came to be associated in the rabbinic literature with the Rhineland is a subject
of speculation.[3]

In rabbinic literature from the 11th century, Ashkenaz was considered the ruler of a kingdom in the North
and of the Northern and Germanic people. (See below.)

Sometime in the post Biblical early medieval period, the Jews of central and south central Europe came to
be called by the name Ashkenazim,[4] in conformity with the custom of designating areas of Jewish
settlement with biblical names, Spain being identified as Sefarad (Obadiah 1:20 (https://www.mechon-mam
re.org/p/pt/pt1601.htm#20)), France as Tsarefat (1 Kings 17:9 (https://www.mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt09a1
7.htm#9)), and Bohemia as Land of Canaan.[5] By the high medieval period, Talmudic commentators like
Rashi began to use Ashkenaz/Eretz Ashkenaz to designate Germany, earlier known as Loter,[4][6] where,
especially in the Rhineland communities of Speyer, Worms and Mainz, the most important Jewish
communities arose.[7] Rashi uses leshon Ashkenaz (Ashkenazi language) to describe the German language,
and Byzantium and Syrian Jewish letters referred to the Crusaders as Ashkenazim.[6] Given the close links
between the Jewish communities of France and Germany following the Carolingian unification, the term
Ashkenazi came to refer to both the Jews of medieval Germany and France.[8] Ashkenazi Jewish culture
later spread in the 16th Century into Eastern Europe, where their rite replaced that of existing Jewish
communities whom some scholars believe to have been larger in demographics than the Ashkenazi Jews
themselves,[9] and then to all parts of the world with the migrations of Jews who identified as "Ashkenazi
Jews".

In Armenian tradition, Ashkenaz, along with Togarmah, was considered among the ancestors of the
Armenians. Koriun, the earliest Armenian historian, calls the Armenians an "Askanazian (i.e., Ashkenazi)
nation". He starts the "Life of Mashtots" with these words:
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I had been thinking of the God-given alphabet of the Azkanazian nation and of the land of
Armenia - when, in what time, and through what kind of man that new divine gift had been
bestowed...[10]

Later Armenian authors concur with this. Hovhannes Draskhanakerttsi (10th century) writes:

...The sixth son was Tiras from whom were born our very own Ashkenaz [Ask'anaz] and
Togarmah [T'orgom] who named the country that he possessed Thrace after himself, as well as
Chittim [K'itiim] who brought under his sway the Macedonians. 7. The sons of Tiras were
Ashkenaz, from whom descended the Sarmatians, Riphath, whence the Sauromatians
[Soramatk'], and Togarmah, who according to Jeremiah subjugated the Ashkenazian army and
called it the House of Togarmah; for at first Ashkenaz had named our people after himself in
accord with the law of seniority, as we shall explain in its proper place.[11]

Because of this tradition, Askanaz is a male given name still used today by Armenians.

In 1498, a monk named Annio da Viterbo published fragments known as "Pseudo-Berossus", now
considered a forgery, claiming that Babylonian records had shown that Noah had more sons than the three
sons of his listed in the Bible. Specifically, Tuiscon or Tuisto is given as the fourth son of Noah, who had
been the first ruler of Scythia and Germany following the dispersion of peoples, with him being succeeded
by his son Mannus as the second king.

Later historians (e.g. Johannes Aventinus and Johann Hübner) managed to furnish numerous further details,
including the assertion by James Anderson in the early 18th century that this Tuiscon was in fact none other
than the biblical Ashkenaz, son of Gomer.[12] James Anderson's 1732 tome Royal genealogies reports a
significant number of antiquarian or mythographic traditions regarding Askenaz as the first king of ancient
Germany, for example the following entry:

Askenaz, or Askanes, called by Aventinus Tuisco the Giant, and by others Tuisto or Tuizo
(whom Aventinus makes the 4th son of Noah, and that he was born after the flood, but without
authority) was sent by Noah into Europe, after the flood 131 years, with 20 Captains, and
made a settlement near the Tanais, on the West coast of the Euxin sea (by some called Asken
from him) and there founded the kingdom of the Germans and the Sarmatians... when
Askenaz himself was 24 years old, for he lived above 200 years, and reigned 176.

In the vocables of Saxony and Hessia, there are some villages of the name Askenaz, and from
him the Jews call the Germans Askenaz, but in the Saxonic and Italian, they are called
Tuiscones, from Tuisco his other name. In the 25th year of his reign, he partitioned the
kingdom into Toparchies, Tetrarchies, and Governments, and brought colonies from diverse
parts to increase it. He built the city Duisburg, made a body of laws in verse, and invented
letters, which Kadmos later imitated, for the Greek and High Dutch are alike in many words.

The 20 captains or dukes that came with Askenaz are: Sarmata, from whom Sarmatia; Dacus
or Danus – Dania or Denmark; Geta from whom the Getae; Gotha from whom the Goths;
Tibiscus, people on the river Tibiscus; Mocia - Mysia; Phrygus or Brigus - Phrygia; Thynus -
Bithynia; Dalmata - Dalmatia; Jader – Jadera Colonia; Albanus from whom Albania; Zavus –
the river Save; Pannus – Pannonia; Salon - the town Sale, Azalus – the Azali; Hister – Istria;
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Adulas, Dietas, Ibalus – people that of old dwelt between the rivers Oenus and Rhenus;
Epirus, from whom Epirus.

Askenaz had a brother called Scytha (say the Germans) the father of the Scythians, for which
the Germans have of old been called Scythians too (very justly, for they came mostly from old
Scythia) and Germany had several ancient names; for that part next to the Euxin was called
Scythia, and the country of the Getes, but the parts east of the Vistule or Weyssel were called
Sarmatia Europaea, and westward it was called Gallia, Celtica, Allemania, Francia and
Teutonia; for old Germany comprehended the greater part of Europe; and those called Gauls
were all old Germans; who by ancient authors were called Celts, Gauls and Galatians, which
is confirmed by the historians Strabo and Aventinus, and by Alstedius in his Chronology, p.
201 etc. Askenaz, or Tuisco, after his death, was worshipped as the ambassador and interpreter
of the gods, and from thence called the first German Mercury, from Tuitseben to interpret.[12]

In the 19th century, the German theologian August Wilhelm Knobel again equated Ashkenaz with the
Germans, deriving the name of the Aesir from Ashkenaz.[13]
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Ashkenazi
See also: ashkenazí

English
Etymology
Pronunciation
Adjective

Translations
Noun

Translations
Derived terms

From Hebrew י ִּ ַנז ּכְ ַנז from Biblical Hebrew ,(ashk'nazí')  ַאׁשְ ּכְ Biblical Ashkenaz was the .(ʾaškənaz)  ַאׁשְ
son of Gomer, grandson of Japheth, and great-grandson of Noah. Ashkenaz's descendants were identified
with Germans by medieval Jewish tradition. Ashkenaz was the name used for the Rhine river, which was
the starting point of central and eastern European settlement by Jews, who are thought to have arrived in
the region from Italy, and then spread east as they fled violent oppression and followed more favorable
ownership laws.

(UK) IPA(key): /ˌæʃkɪˈnɑːzi/, /ˌæʃkɪnəˈziː/

(US) IPA(key): /ˌɑːʃkɪˈnɑːzi/, /ˌɑːʃkɪnəˈziː/

Ashkenazi (comparative more Ashkenazi, superlative most Ashkenazi)

1. Of or relating to Jews of Eastern European and German origin, and their traditions, customs,
and rituals.

of, or relating to Jews from Germany or Eastern Europe

َ

Contents

English

Etymology

Pronunciation

Adjective

Translations

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/ashkenaz%C3%AD
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrew_language
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%96%D7%99#Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Hebrew
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%9B%D7%A0%D7%96#Hebrew
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ashkenaz
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Gomer
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Japheth
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Noah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionary:International_Phonetic_Alphabet
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:English_pronunciation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Wiktionary:International_Phonetic_Alphabet
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:English_pronunciation
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:Glossary#comparative
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/more#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:Glossary#superlative
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/most#English
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Jew
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Eastern_Europe
https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/German


Arabic: ّْشكِنَازِي
َ
( ʾaškināziyy)   أ

Esperanto: aŝkenaza
French: ashkénaze (fr)

German: aschkenasisch (de)

Greek: ασκενάζι m or f  (askenázi )

Hebrew: י ִּ ַנז ּכְ ( ashk'nazí')  (he)  ַאׁשְ
Italian: ashkenazita (it), askenazita
Ladino: ashkenazi

Persian: اشکنازی   (aškenâzi )
Polish: aszkenazyjski (pl)

Portuguese: ashkenazi
Russian: ашкена́зский (ru)  (aškenázskij ),
ашкенази́йский  (aškenazíjskij )
Slovak: aškenázsky
Spanish: asquenazí (es), askenazí (es)

Swedish: ashkenazisk (sv)

Ukrainian: ашкеназійський  (aškenazijsʹkyj ),
ашкена́зський  (aškenázsʹkyj )

Yiddish: ַאשּכנזיש   (ashkenazish )

Ashkenazi (plural Ashkenazim or Ashkenazis)

1. An Ashkenazi Jew.

Jew from Germany or Eastern Europe

Arabic: ّْشكِنَازِي
َ
m  (ʾaškināziyy )  أ

Esperanto: aŝkenazo
Finnish: aškenasi, aškenasijuutalainen
French: ashkénaze (fr)

German: Aschkenasi (de) m
Greek: ασκενάζι m or f  (askenázi )

Hebrew: י ִּ ַנז ּכְ ( ashk'nazí')  (he)  ַאׁשְ
Italian: ashkenazita (it) m or f, askenazita m or
f

Ladino: ashkenazi

Persian: اشکنازی   (aškenâzi )
Polish: aszkenazyjczyk m
Portuguese: ashkenazi m or f
Russian: ашкенази́ (ru) m or f  (aškenazí ),
ашкена́з (ru) m  (aškenáz )
Slovak: Aškenáz m, Aškenázka f
Swedish: ashkenazisk jude, ashkenaz (sv) c,
askenas (sv) c
Ukrainian: ашкена́з m  (aškenáz )

Yiddish: ַאשּכנזי  m  (ashkenazi )
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ַאשּכנזיש

Yiddish
Etymology
Adjective

Declension
Related terms

(ish-)  ־יש  + (ashkenaz)  ַאשּכנז

(ashkenazish) • ַאשּכנזיש

1. Ashkenazi, Ashkenazic

Declension of ַאשּכנזיש

predicative  ַאשּכנזיש
ashkenazish

case masculine
neuter

feminine plural
indefinite definite post./nom.

nominative ַאשּכנזישער
ashkenazisher

 ַאשּכנזיש
ashkenazish

  ַאשּכנזישע
ashkenazishe

ַאשּכנזישס
ashkenazishs

ַאשּכנזישע
ashkenazishe ַאשּכנזישע

ashkenazishe
accusative

  ַאשּכנזישן
ashkenazishndative   ַאשּכנזישן

ashkenazishn
  ַאשּכנזישער
ashkenazisher

(person) ( Ashkenazi)   ַאשּכנזי
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The name Ashkenaz: Summary

Meaning
Fire Like Sprinkles, So Fire Is Scattered

Etymology
From (1) the noun אש ('esh), fire, (2) כ (ke), like or as, and (3) the verb נזה (naza), to sprinkle.

Related names
• Via אש ('esh): Ashbel, Eshbaal, Eshban, Josiah, Pildash

• Via כ (ke): Calah, Chemosh, Chesed, Cush, Kiyyun, Michael, Michaiah, Michal

• Via נזה (naza): Izziah

The name Ashkenaz in the Bible

Ashkenaz is the son of Gomer, son of Japheth, son of Noah (Genesis 10:3).

Since Genesis 10 deals largely with peoples, it's safe to assume that to the authors of it, Ashkenaz represented a certain nation. Which nation that was is unclear, but in
the Middle Ages the name Ashkenaz became applied to the Jews of Western Europe, the Ashkenazi, initially centered in northern Italy. Their (middle-)eastern
counterpart eventually moved to Spain (which is obviously more western than Italy), and became known as the Sephardi Jews.

Etymology of the name Ashkenaz

The name Ashkenaz, like other names from the first few chapters of Genesis, apparently stem from deep antiquity, and we're not sure what they are supposed to mean,
or even from what language they stem. But since they were written down to serve a Hebrew audience, it may have been spelled in such a way that it came to mean
something, and for some reason.

Neither NOBSE Study Bible Name List, nor BDB Theological Dictionary offers any explanation of this name but Jones' Dictionary of Old Testament Proper Names
proposes the following: Jones suggests that the name Ashkenaz can be seen as to consist of three parts:

1) The noun אש ('esh) meaning fire:

Excerpted from: Abarim Publications' Biblical Dictionary

אשאש
The noun אש ('esh) means fire. Noun אשה ('ishsheh) describes a fire offering.

2) The Hebrew comparative particle כ (ke) meaning as, like:

Excerpted from: Abarim Publications' Biblical Dictionary

כ  כי  כהכ  כי  כה
The prefix כ (ke) means "as if" or "like." The particle כי (ki) means "in that," both in the sense of "because" and "when." The adverb כה (koh) means "thus."

3) The verb נזה (naza), meaning to sprinkle:

Excerpted from: Abarim Publications' Biblical Dictionary

נזהנזה
The verb נזה (naza) means to sprinkle and mostly describes ritualistic sprinkling of mostly blood and sometimes water.

Ashkenaz meaning

Whether intentional or not, to a Hebrew audience the name Ashkenaz would have sounded as Fire Like Sprinkles. Jones' Dictionary of Old Testament Proper Names
renders this name as So Fire Is Scattered.

עע
Be our patron for as little as

one dollar a month:

Discover the meanings of thousands of Biblical names in Abarim Publications' Biblical Name Vault: Ashkenaz

Science
Quantum Mechanics and Chaos Theory
Hope and the Scientific Method
The Passion of the Christ and the Theory of Everything
Stars and fractals: the many hearts of wisdom
How the Bible relates to Homer like Ape to Dog

Humanities
Science, religion and data retention
Camels and international trade
How circumcision created the modern world

Linguistics
On script and information technology
Words and nominal reason
The Hebrew alphabet
The Hebrew calendar

Bible
Biblical names
Interlinear New Testament

Lots and lots of topical articles
Hebrew dictionary
Greek dictionary

Miscellaneous
The gospel of impurity
Endosymbiotic eukaryosynthesis
Faith, evolution and freedom
Why you want to study the Bible

Online e-book (free, no tricks)
Weird Patterns in History and Movies

Housekeeping
Cookies, Copyright & Contact

About us and our...
Center for Rational Theology

Support us
Through Patreon
Via Paypal

(c) Abarim Publications — first published on 2010-12-26; last updated on 2021-08-24

— See the full Dictionary article —

— See the full Dictionary article —

— See the full Dictionary article —

https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Bible_Names.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Translating_Bible_Names.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Sources.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/A-MaleBig.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/A-FemBig.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/A-LocBig.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Divine_Names_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Other_gods_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Rivers_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Mountains_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Giants_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Royals_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2celest.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Animal_names_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/Rain_Names_Bible.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2darkness.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2musicalPhrases.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2noNames.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2doublers.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2pronoms.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2miscellaneous.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2YahPlus.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2plusYah.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2Elplus.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2plusEl.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2abPlus.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2Plusab.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2wawNun.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2yod.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/NaLi/2hyphen.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Ashbel.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Eshbaal.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Eshban.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Josiah.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Pildash.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Calah.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Chemosh.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Chesed.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Cush.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Kiyyun.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Michael.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Michaiah.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Michal.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Izziah.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Gomer.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Japheth.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Noah.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Jew.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Italy.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Sepharad.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Genesis.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Hebrew.html
https://www.patreon.com/AbarimPublications
https://www.patreon.com/AbarimPublications
https://www.patreon.com/AbarimPublications
https://www.patreon.com/AbarimPublications
https://www.patreon.com/AbarimPublications
https://www.abarim-publications.com/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/QuantumMechanicsIntroduction.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/e/e-l-p-i-sfin.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/p/p-a-s-ch-om.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/a/a-s-t-et-r.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/Hellas.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/g/g-i-n-om-s-k-om.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/g/g-m-l.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/t/t-e-m-n-om.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/g/g-r-a-ph-om.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/o/o-n-o-m-a.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Hebrew_Alphabet_Meaning.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Hebrew-Calendar.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Meaning/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Interlinear-New-Testament/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/DictionaryG/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/gospelImpurity.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/worldMind.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Bible-Evolution.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/index.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/patternsMovies.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/contact/Copyright_Names.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Rational-Theology-Belgrade.html
https://www.patreon.com/AbarimPublications
https://www.paypal.me/AbarimPublications
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/a/a-si.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/a/a-si.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/k/k.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/k/k.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/n/n-z-he.html
https://www.abarim-publications.com/Dictionary/n/n-z-he.html

	Ashkenazi Jews
	Etymology
	History
	History of Jews in Europe before the Ashkenazim
	High and Late Middle Ages migrations
	Medieval references
	Modern history

	Definition
	By religion
	By culture
	By ethnicity

	Customs, laws and traditions
	Ashkenazic liturgy
	Ashkenazi as a surname

	Relations with Sephardim 
	Notable Ashkenazim
	Genetics
	Genetic origins
	The Khazar hypothesis
	Medical genetics

	See also
	References
	References for ˝Who is an Ashkenazi Jew?"
	Other references

	External links

	Ashkenaz
	Hebrew Bible
	Medieval reception
	Rabbinic Judaism
	Ashkenazi Jews
	Armenian tradition
	German royal genealogy

	References
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license



