Chabad
Chabad, also known as Lubavitch, Habad and Chabad-Lubavitch[1] (Hebrew: )חב"ד, is an Orthodox Jewish, Hasidic movement.
Chabad is today one of the world's best known Hasidic movements and is well known for its outreach. It is one of the largest Hasidic
groups[2][3][4] and Jewish religious organizations in the world.[5][6]
Founded in 1775 by Rabbi Schneur Zalman of Liadi, the name "Chabad" ( )חב״דis a Hebrew acronym for Chochmah, Binah, Da'at
( דעת, בינה,)חכמה: "Wisdom, Understanding, and Knowledge", which represent the intellectual underpinnings of the

movement.[7][8] The name Lubavitch is the Yiddish name of the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealthvillage Lubowicze (Lyubavichi)
now in Russia, where the movement’s leaders lived for over 100 years.
In the 1930s, the sixthRebbe of Chabad, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, moved the center of the Chabad movement from Russia
to Poland. After the outbreak of World War Two, the sixth Rebbe moved the center of the movement to the U
nited States.
In 1951, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson became the seventh Chabad Rebbe. The seventh Rebbe transformed the movement
into one of the largest and most widespread Jewish movements in the world today. Under Rabbi Menachem Mendel's leadership, the
movement established a network of more than 3,600 institutions that provide religious, social and humanitarian needs in over 1,000
cities, spanning 100 countries[9] and all 50 American states.[10][11][12][13][14][15][16] Chabad institutions provide outreach to
unaffiliated Jews and humanitarian aid, as well as religious, cultural and educational activities at Chabad-run community centers,
synagogues, schools, camps, and soup kitchens.
The movement is thought to number between 40,000[17] and 200,000 adherents.[18][19][20][21] In 2005 the Jerusalem Center for
Public Affairs reported that up to one million Jews attend Chabad services at least once a year.[17][22][23] In 2013, Chabad forecast
[24]
that their Chanukah activities would reach up to 8,000,000 Jews in 80 countries worldwide.
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History
The Chabad movement was established in the town of Liozna, Grand Duchy of Lithuania (present day Belarus), in 1775, by Rabbi
Shneur Zalman of Liadi,[25] a student of Rabbi Dovber ben Avraham, the "Maggid of Mezritch", the successor to Hasidism's founder,
Rabbi Israel Baal Shem Tov. The movement was based in Lyubavichi (Lubavitch) for over a century, then briefly centered in the
cities of Rostov-on-Don, Riga, and Warsaw. Since 1940,[25] the movement's center has been in the Crown Heights neighborhood of
Brooklyn.[26][27]
While the movement has spawned a number of other groups, the Chabad-Lubavitch branch appears to be the only one still active,
making it the movement's main surviving line.[28] Sarna has characterized Chabad as having enjoyed the fastest rate of growth of any
[29]
Jewish religious movement in the period 1946-2015.

In the early 1900s, Chabad-Lubavitch legally incorporated itself underAgudas Chasidei Chabad("Association of Chabad Hasidim").

Leadership
The Chabad movement has been led by a succession of Hasidic rebbes. The main line of the movement, Chabad-Lubavitch, has had
seven rebbes in total:
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi(1745–1812), founded the Chabad movement in the town of Liozna. He later moved
the movement's center to the town of Liadi. Rabbi Shneur Zalman was the youngest disciple of Rabbi
Dovber of

Mezritch, the principal disciple and successor of RabbiIsrael Baal Shem Tov, founder of Hasidism. The Chabad
movement began as a separate school of thought within the Hasidic movement, focusing of the spread of Hasidic
[30] Shneur Zalman's main
mystical teachings using logical reasoning (creating a kind of Jewish "rational-mysticism").
work is the Tanya (or Sefer Shel Beinonim, Book of the Average Man). The Tanya is the central book of Chabad
thought and is studied daily by followers of the Chabad movement. Shneur Zalman's other works include a collection
of writings on Hasidic thought, and theShulchan Aruch HaRav, a revised version of the code ofJewish law, both of
which are studied regularly by followers of Chabad. Shneur Zalman's successors went by last names such as
"Schneuri" and "Schneersohn" (later "Schneerson"), signifying their descent from the movement's founder
. He is
commonly referred to as theAlter Rebbe (Yiddish:  )אַלטער רביor Admur Hazoken (Hebrew: "( )אדמו״ר הזקןOld
Rebbe").[31][32]
Rabbi Dovber Schneuri (1773–1827), son of Rabbi Shneur Zalman, led the Chabad movement in the town of
Lyubavichi (Lubavitch). His leadership was initially disputed by RabbiAaron Halevi of Stroselye, however, Rabbi
Dovber was generally recognized as his father's rightful successor
, and the movement's leader. Rabbi Dovber
published a number of his writings on Hasidic thought, greatly expanding his father's work. He also published some
of his father's writings. Many of Rabbi Dovber's works have been subsequently republished by the Chabad
movement. He is commonly referred to as theMitteler Rebbe (Yiddish: )מיטעלער רבי, or Admur Ha'emtzoei (Hebrew:
( )אדמו״ר האמצעיMiddle Rebbe).[33][34]
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneersohn(1789–1866), a grandson of Rabbi Shneur Zalman and son-in-law of
Rabbi Dovber. Following his attempt to persuade the Chabad movement to accept his brother-in-law or uncle as
rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel assumed the title of rebbe of Chabad, also leading the movement from the town of
Lyubavichi (Lubavitch). He published a number of his works on both Hasidic thought and Jewish law
. Rabbi
Menachem Mendel also published some of the works of his grandfather
, Rabbi Shneur Zalman. He is commonly
referred to as the Tzemach Tzedek, after the title of his responsa.[35]
Rabbi Shmuel Schneersohn(1834–1882), was the seventh and youngest son of Rabbi Menachem Mendel. He
assumed the title of rebbe in town of Lyubavichi (Lubavitch), while several of his brothers assumed the title of rebbe
in other towns, forming groups of their own. Y
ears after his death, his teachings were published by the Chabad
movement. He is commonly referred to as theMaharash, an acronym for "Moreinu HaRav Shmuel" ("our teacher
,
Rabbi Shmuel").[36][37]
Rabbi Shalom Dovber Schneersohn(1860–1920), Shmuel's second son, succeeded his father as rebbe. Rabbi
Shalom Dovber waited some time before officially accepting the title of rebbe, as not to offend his elder brother,
Zalman Aaron. He established ayeshiva called Tomchei Temimim. During World War One, he moved to Rostov-onDon. Many of his writings were published after his death, and are studied regularly in Chabad yeshivas. He is
commonly referred to as theRashab, an acronym for "Rabbi Shalom Ber".[38]
Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn(1880–1950), the only son of Sholom
Dovber, succeeded his father as rebbe of Chabad. Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak was
exiled from Russia, following an attempt by theBolshevik government to have
him executed.[39] He led the movement fromWarsaw, Poland, until the start of
World War Two. After fleeing the Nazis, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak lived in Brooklyn,
New York until his death. He established much of Chabad's current
organizational structure, founding several of its central organizations as well as
other Chabad institutions, both local and international. He published a number of
his writings, as well as the works of his predecessors. He is commonly referred
to as the Rayatz, or the Frierdiker Rebbe ("Previous Rebbe").
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson(1902–1994),[40] son-in-law of Rabbi
Yosef Yitzchak, and a great-grandson of the third Rebbe of Lubavitch, assumed
the title of rebbe one year after his father-in-law's death. Rabbi Menachem
Mendel greatly expanded Chabad's global network, establishing hundreds of
new Chabad centers across the globe. He published many of his own works as
well as the works of his predecessors. His teachings are studied regularly by
followers of Chabad. He is commonly referred to as"the Lubavitcher Rebbe", or
simply "the Rebbe". Even after his death, many continue to revere him as the
leader of the Chabad movement.[33]

Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, known as "the
Lubavitcher Rebbe"

Oppression and resurgence in Russia
The Chabad movement was subject to government oppression in Russia. The Russian government, first under the Czar, later under
the Bolsheviks, imprisoned all but one of the Chabad rebbes.[41][42] The Bolsheviks also imprisoned, exiled and executed a number
of Chabad Hasidim.[43][44][45] Since the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991, Chabad is not persecuted by the Russian
government. Chabad Chief Rabbi of Russia, Berel Lazar, has good relations with Russian President Vladimir Putin.[46] Lazar also
received the Order of Friendship and Order "For Merit to the Fatherland"medals from him.[47]

Relations with other Hasidic groups
In the 1980s, tensions arose between Chabad and Satmar Chasidim as the result of several assaults on Chabad hasidim by Satmar
hasidim.[48][49][50]

Philosophy
Chabad Hasidic philosophy focuses on religious and spiritual concepts such as God, the soul, and the meaning of the Jewish
commandments. Classical Judaic writings and Jewish mysticism, especially the Zohar and the Kabbalah of Rabbi Isaac Luria, are
frequently cited in Chabad works. These texts are used both as sources of Chabad teachings and as material requiring interpretation
by Chabad authors. Chabad philosophy is rooted in the teachings of Rabbis Yisroel ben Eliezer, (the Baal Shem Tov, founder of
Hasidism) and Dovber ben Avraham, the "Maggid of Mezritch" (Rabbi Yisroel's successor).
Rabbi Shneur Zalman's teachings formed the basis of Chabad philosophy, as expanded by succeeding generations. Many Chabad
activities today are understood as applications of Shneur Zalman's teachings.

Tanya
Sefer HaTanya, Shneur Zalman's magnum opus, is the first schematic treatment of Hasidic moral philosophy and its metaphysical
foundations.[31] The original name of the first book is Sefer Shel Beinonim, the Book of the Intermediates. It is also known as Likutei
Amarim — Collected Sayings. Sefer Shel Beinonim analyzes the inner struggle of the individual and the path to resolution. Citing the
biblical verse "the matter is very near to you, in your mouth, your heart, to do",[51] the philosophy is based on the notion that the
human is not inherently evil; rather, every individual has an inner conflict that is characterized with two different inclinations, the
good and the bad.[52]

"Chabad"
According to Shneur Zalman's seminal workTanya, the intellect consists of three interconnected processes: Chochma (wisdom), Bina
(understanding), and Da'at (knowledge). While other branches of Hasidism focused primarily on the idea that "God desires the
heart," Shneur Zalman argued that God also desires the mind, and that the mind is the "gateway" to the heart. With the Chabad
philosophy he elevated the mind above the heart, ar
guing that "understanding is the mother of fear and love for God"
.[53]
Chabad often contrasted itself with what is termed the Chagat schools of Hasidism.[54] While all schools of Hasidism have a certain
focus on the emotions, Chagat saw emotions as a reaction to physical stimuli, such as dancing, singing, or beauty. Shneur Zalman, on
the other hand, taught that the emotions must be led by the mind, and thus the focus of Chabad thought was to be Torah study and
prayer rather than esotericism and song.[31] As a Talmudist, Shneur Zalman endeavored to place Kabbalah and Hasidism on a
rational basis. In Tanya, he defines his approach as moach shalit al halev (Hebrew: ""מוח שליט על הלב, "the brain ruling the
heart").[55]

Community
An adherent of Chabad is called a Chabad Chasid (or Hasid) (Hebrew: )חסיד חב"ד, a Lubavitcher (Yiddish: )ליובאַוויטשער, a
Chabadnik (Hebrew: )חבדניק, or a Chabadsker (Yiddish: )חבדסקער.[56] Chabad's adherents include both Hasidic followers, as well
[57]
as non-Hasidim, who have joined Chabad synagogues and other Chabad run institutions.

The Chabad community consists of the followers (Hasidim) of the Chabad Rebbes. Originally, based in Eastern Europe, today,
various Chabad communities span the globe; the communities with higher concentrations of Chabad's Hasidic followers are located
in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, and Kfar Chabad, Israel. Other communities hold smaller population sizes.
According to sociologists studying contemporary Jewry, the Chabad movement fits into neither the standard category of Haredi nor
that of modern Orthodox among Orthodox Jews. This is due in part to the existence of the "non-Orthodox Hasidim", the general lack
of official recognition of political and religious distinctions within Judaism and the open relationship with non-Orthodox Jews
[57][58]

represented by the activism of Chabad emissaries.[57][58]

Demographics
Demographic accounts on the Chabad movement vary. Chabad adherents are often
reported to number some 200,000 persons.[18][20][21] Some scholars have pointed to
the lack of quantitative data to back this claim,[59] and some place the number of
Chabad followers at around 40,000 but note that the number may be higher if the
[17]
non-Hasidic Jews who join Chabad synagogues are included as well.

Compared to other Hasidic groups, Chabad is currently thought to be the largest,[60]
the third[61] or fourth[62] largest Hasidic movement.

A Lag BaOmer parade in front of
Chabad headquarters at770 Eastern
Parkway, Brooklyn, New York, in
1987

United States
An estimate places Chabad's followers in the US at around 18,600. The estimate is
drawn from existing data on the Montreal Chabad community, and Chabad day
school figures.[63]
Crown Heights – The Crown Heights Chabad community's estimated
size is 10,000 to 12,000[17] or 12,000 to 16,000.[64] In 2006,
extrapolating based on census data, it was estimated that the Chabad
community in Crown Heights make up some 11,000. It was estimated
that between 25% to 35% of Chabad Hasidim in Crown Heights speak
Yiddish. This figure is significantly lower thanother Hasidic groups and
may be attributed to the addition of previously non-Hasidic Jews to the
community. It was also estimated that over 20% of Chabad Hasidim in
Crown Heights speak Hebrew or Russian.[65] The Crown Heights
Chabad community has its own Beis Din (rabbinical court) andCrown
Heights Jewish Community Council (CHJCC).

President Ronald Reagan receives
menorah from the "American Friends
of Lubavitch," White House, 1984

Chabad hipsters – Beginning from the late 2000s through the 2010s, a minor trend of cross acculturation of
Chabad Hasidim and contemporaryhipster subculture appeared within the New York Jewish community.
According to The Jewish Daily Forward, a significant number of members of the Chabad Hasidic community
,
mostly residing in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, appear to now have adopted various
cultural affinities of the local
[66][67]
hipster subculture. These members are referred to as Chabad hipsters or Hipster Hasidim.

Student body in the United States
The report findings of studies on Jewish day schools and supplementary Jewish education in the United States show that the student
[68][69][70]
body currently enrolled in some 295 Chabad schools exceeds 20,750.

Israel
Kfar Chabad – Kfar Chabad's estimated size is 5,100; the residents of the town are believed to all be Chabad
adherents. This estimate is based on figures published by theIsraeli Census Bureau.[71] Other estimates place the
community population at around 7,000.[64] The Chief Rabbi of Kfar Chabad is Rabbi Meir Ashkenazi.
Safed – The Chabad community inSafed (or Tzfat) originates from the wave of Eastern European immigration to
Israel of 1777–1840. The Chabad community established synagogues and institutions in Safed. The early settlement
declined by the 20th century but was renewed following an initiative by the seventh Rebbe in the early 1970s, which
reestablished the Chabad community in the city
.[72] Rabbi Yeshaya HaLevi Horowitz (1883–1978), a Safed native
and direct descendant of RabbiYeshaya Horowitz, author of the Shnei Luchot HaBrit, served as the rabbi of the
Chabad community in Safed from 1908 until his immigration to the U.S. during W
orld War I.[73] Members of the
Chabad community run a number of outreach ef
forts during the Jewish holidays. Activities include blowing the shofar
for the elderly on Rosh Hashana, reading the Megilla for hospital patients on Purim and setting up a Sukka on the
town's main street during the Succoth holiday
.[72]

France
The Chabad community in France is estimated to be between 10,000 and 15,000. The majority of the Chabad community in France
are the descendants of immigrants from North Africa (specifically Algeria, Morocco andunisia)
T
during the 1960s.[64]

Canada
Montreal – The estimated size of the Chabad community of Greater Montreal is 1,590. The estimate is taken from a
2003 community study.[74][75] The Chabad community in Montreal originated sometime before 1931. While early
works on Canadian Jewry make little or no mention of early Hasidic life in Canada, later researchers have
documented accounts of Chabad in Canada starting from the 1900s and 1910s.
Steven Lapidus notes that there is
mention of two Chabad congregations in a 1915 article inCanadian Jewish Chroniclelisting the delegates of the first
Canadian Jewish Conference. One congregation is listed as Chabad of T
oronto, the other is simply listed as
"Libavitzer Congregation". The sociologistWilliam Shaffir has noted that some Chabad Hasidim and sympathizers
did reside in Montreal before 1941, but does not elaborate further
. Steven Lapidus also notes that in a 1931 obituary
published in Keneder Odler, a Canadian Yiddish newspaper, the deceased, Rabbi Menashe Lavut, is credited as the
founder of Anshei Chabad in Montreal and the Nusach Ari synagogue. Thus the Chabad presence in Montreal
predates 1931.[76]

Ashkenazim and Sephardim
Though the Chabad movement was founded in Eastern Europe, a center of Ashkenazic Jewry, it has in the past several decades
attracted a significant number of Sephardi Jews as adherents.[77] Some Chabad communities are now a mix of Ashkenazi and
[78][79]
Sephardi Chabad Hasidim. In Montreal, close to 25% of Chabad households include a Sephardi parent.

Customs and holidays
Customs
Chabad adherents follow Chabad traditions and prayer services based on Lurianic kabbalah.[80] General Chabad customs, called
minhagim (or minhagei Chabad), distinguish the movement from other Hasidic groups. Some of the main Chabad customs are minor
practices performed on traditional Jewish holidays:
Passover – It is customary in Chabad communities, onpassover, to limit contact of matzah (an unleavened bread
eaten on passover) with water. This custom is called gebrokts (Yiddish: געבראָכטס, lit. 'broken'). However, on the last
day of passover, it is customary to intentionally have matzah come in contact with water
.[81]
Chanukah – It is the custom of Chabad Hasidim to place theChanukah menorah against the room's doorpost (and
not on the windowsill).[82][83][84]
Prayer – The founder of Chabad wrote a very specific liturgy for the daily and festival prayers based on the teachings
of the Kabbalists, primarily the Arizal.
The founder of Chabad also instituted various other Halachic rulings, including the use of stainless steel knives for
the slaughter of animals before human consumption, which are now universally accepted in all sects of Judaism.

Holidays
There are a number of days marked by the Chabad movement as special days. Major holidays include the liberation dates of the
leaders of the movement, the Rebbes of Chabad, others corresponded to the leaders' birthdays, anniversaries of death, and other life
events.
The days marking the leaders' release, are celebrated by the Chabad movement as "Days of Liberation" (Hebrew: ( יום גאולהYom
Geulah)). The most noted day is Yud Tes Kislev – The liberation of Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the founder of the Chabad
movement. The day is also called the "New Y
ear of Hasidism".[85]

The birthdays of several of the movement's leaders are celebrated each year include Chai Elul, the birthday of Rabbi Shneur Zalman
of Liadi, the founder of the Chabad movement,[86][87] and Yud Aleph Nissan, the birthday of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
the seventh rebbe of Chabad.[88]
The anniversaries of death, or yartzeit, of several of the movement's leaders are celebrated each year, include Yud Shvat, the yartzeit
of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, the sixth rebbe of Chabad,[89] Gimmel Tammuz, the yartzeit of Rabbi Menachem Mendel
Schneerson, the seventh rebbe of Chabad,[89][90] and Chof Beis Shvat, the yartzeit of Chaya Mushka Schneerson, the wife of Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson.[91]

Influence
Chabad's influence since World War Two has been far reaching among world Jewry. Chabad pioneered the post-World War II Jewish
outreach movement, which spread Judaism to many assimilated Jews worldwide, leading to a substantial number of baalei teshuva
("returnees" to Judaism). The very first Yeshiva/Rabbinical College for such baalei teshuva, Hadar Hatorah, was established by the
Lubavitcher Rebbe. It is reported that up to a million Jews attend Chabad services at least once a year
.[22][23]
[92]
According to Steven I. Weiss, Chabad's ideology has dramatically influenced non-Hasidic Jews' outreach practice.

Because of its outreach to all Jews, including those quite alienated from religious Jewish tradition, Chabad has been described as the
one Orthodox group to evoke great affection from large segments of American Jewry.[93]

Organizations
Chabad's central organization representing the movement at large, Agudas Chasidei Chabad, is headed by Rabbi Abraham Shemtov.
The educational, outreach and social services arms, Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch and Machneh Israel is headed by Rabbi Yehuda
Krinsky, as well as the Chabad-Lubavitch publishing house,Kehot Publication Society.
[94]
Local Chabad centers and institutions are usually incorporated as separate legal entities.

Institutions
[12][13][14] As of 2006 there were Chabad centers in 75 countries.
[15]
As of 2007 there are 3,300 Chabad institutions around the world.

Listed on the Chabad movement's online directory are around 1,350 Chabad institutions. This number includes schools and other
Chabad-affiliated establishments. The number of Chabad centers vary per country; the majority are in the United States and Israel.
There are over 40 countries with a small Chabad presence.
In total, according to its directory, Chabad maintains a presence in 950 cities around the world: 178 in Europe, 14 in Africa, 200 in
[16]
Israel, 400 in North America, 38 in South America, and about 70 in Asia (excluding Israel, including Russia).

By geographic region
See also Chabad institutions by geographic er gion
Chabad presence varies from region to region. The continent with the highest concentration of Chabad centers is North America. The
continent with the least centers is Africa.[95][96][97][98][99]

Geographic
location

Chabad institutions

North America

2,894

South America

208

Europe

1,133

Asia

615

Africa

55

Oceania

67

Total

4,972

Russia's Chief Rabbi Berel Lazar
(left) speaks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, 28 December 2016

The "Chabad House"
A Chabad house is a form ofJewish community center, primarily serving both educational and observance purposes.[100] Often, until
the community can support its own center, the Chabad house is located in the shaliach's home, with the living room being used as the
"synagogue". Effort is made to provide an atmosphere in which the nonobservant will not feel intimidated by any perceived contrast
between their lack of knowledge of Jewish practice and the advanced knowledge of some of the people they meet there.[101] The
term "Chabad House" originated with the creation of the first such outreach center on the campus of UCLA by Rabbi Shlomo
Cunin.[102] A key to the Chabad house was given to the Rebbe and he asked if that meant that the new house was his home. He was
told yes and he replied, "My hand will be on the door of this house to keep it open twenty-four hours a day for young and old, men
and women alike."[103]
In the 2008 Mumbai attacks, the local Chabad house was targeted.[104][105] The local Chabad emissaries, Rabbi Gavriel Holtzberg
and his wife Rivka, and four other Jews were tortured and murdered by Islamic terrorists.[106] Chabad received condolences from
around the world.[107]

Fundraising
Funds for activities of a Chabad center rely entirely on the local community. Chabad centers do not receive funding from Lubavitch
headquarters. For the day-to-day operations, local emissaries do all the fundraising by themselves.
Chabad emissaries often solicit the support of local Jews.[108] Funds are used toward purchasing or renovating Chabad centers,
synagogues and Mikvahs.[109]

Activities
The Chabad movement has been involved in numerous activities in contemporary Jewish life. These activities include providing
Jewish education to different age groups, outreach to non-affiliated Jews, publishing Jewish literature, summer camps for children
among other activities.

Education
Chabad runs a number of educational institutions. Most areJewish day schools; others offer secondary and adult education.
Day schools – In the United States, there are close to 300 day schools and supplementary schools run by
Chabad.[68][69]
Secondary schools – Chabad runs multiple secondary education institutions, most notable are
Tomchei Tmimim for
young men, and Bais Rivka for young women.
Adult education – Chabad run adult education programs include those organized by the Rohr Jewish Learning
Institute,[110][111][112][113][114][115] and the Jewish Learning Network.

Outreach activities
Much of the movement's activities emphasize on outreach activities. This is due
to Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson encouraging his followers to reach out
to other Jews.[116] Chabad outreach includes activities promoting the practice of
Jewish commandments (Mitzvah campaigns), as well as other forms of Jewish
outreach. Much of Chabad's outreach is performed by Chabad emissaries (see
Shaliach (Chabad)).

Mitzvah campaigns
The Rebbes of Chabad have issued the call to all Jews to attract non-observant

Group photo of Chabad Shluchim
(emissaries) in 2007

Jews to adopt Orthodox Jewish observance, teaching that this activity is part of
the process of bringing the Messiah. Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson issued a call to every Jew: "Even if you are not fully
committed to a Torah life, do something. Begin with a mitzvah — any mitzvah — its value will not be diminished by the fact that there
are others that you are not prepared to do".[117]
Schneerson also suggested ten specific mitzvot that he believed were ideally suited for the emissaries to introduce to non-observant
Jews. These were called "mivtzoim" — meaning "campaigns" or "endeavors". These were: lighting candles before Shabbat and the
Jewish holidays by Jewish women; putting on tefillin; affixing a mezuzah; regular Torah study; giving Tzedakah; purchasing Jewish
books; observing kashrut (kosher); kindness to others; Jewish religious education, and observingthe family purity laws.
In addition, Schneerson emphasized spreading awareness of preparing for and the coming of the moshiach Jewish messiah, consistent
with his philosophy. He wrote on the responsibility to reach out to teach every fellow Jew with love, and implored that all Jews
believe in the imminent coming of the moshiach as explained by Maimonides. He argued that redemption was predicated on Jews
doing good deeds, and that gentiles should be educated about the Noahide Laws. Chabad has been a prime force in disseminating
awareness of these laws.
Schneerson was emphatic about the need to encourage and provide strong education for every child, Jew and non-Jew alike. In honor
of Schneerson's efforts in education the United States Congress has made Education and Sharing Day on the Rebbe's Hebrew
Birthday (11 Nissan).

Shluchim (Emissaries)
Following the initiative of Rabbi Yosef Yitzchak Schneersohn, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson spurred on the movement to
what has become known as shlichus ("serving as an emissary [performing outreach]") in 1950–1951. As a result, Chabad shluchim
("emissaries", sing. shliach) have moved all over the world with the stated mission of encouraging non-observant Jews to adopt
Orthodox Jewish observance. They assist Jews with all their religious needs, as well as with physical assistance and spiritual
[118]
guidance and teaching. The stated goal is to encourage Jews to learn more about their Jewish heritage and to practice Judaism.

The Chabad movement, motivated by Schneerson, has trained and ordained thousands of rabbis, educators, ritual slaughterers, and
ritual circumcisers, who are then accompanied by their spouses to many locations around the world. Typically, a young Lubavitch
rabbi and his wife, in their early twenties, with one or two children, will move to a new location, and as they settle in will raise age
lar
family who, as a family unit, will aim to fulfill their mandate of bringing Jewish people closer to Orthodox Judaism and encouraging
gentiles to adhere to theSeven Laws of Noah.[118] To date, there around 5000 shluchim in 100 different countries.[9]

Mitzvah tank
A mitzvah tank is a vehicle used by Chabad members involved in outreach as a portable "educational and outreach center" and
"mini-synagogue" (or "minagogue"). Mitzvah tanks are commonly used for advancing the Mitzvah campaigns. Mitzvah tanks have
been commonplace on the streets of New York City since 1974.[119] Today, they are used all over the globe, in countries where
Chabad is active.

Campus outreach
In recent years, Chabad has greatly expanded its outreach on university and college
campuses. Chabad Student Centers are active on over 100 campuses, and Chabad
offers varied activities at an additional 150 universities worldwide.[120] Professor
Alan Dershowitz has said "Chabad's presence on college campuses today is
absolutely crucial," and "we cannot rest until Chabad is on every major college
campus in the world."[121]

Teenager organization

Chabad Lubavitch Mitzvah tank in
Golders Green, London

CTeen is a program and a youth movement created for teenagers with ages between
13 and 18 years old, the program aims to integrate fun and Judaism for young people. CT
een is present in several countries, where the
participants receive special study material for several Jewish holidays, different activities to be performed by their local groups, and
[122]
constant advice to help them develop these studies and activities in the best possible way for them.

Publishing
Chabad publishes and distributes Jewish religious literature. Under Kehot Publication Society, Chabad's main publishing house,
Jewish literature has been translated into 12 different languages. Kehot regularly provides books at discounted prices, and hosts booka-thons. Kehot commonly distributes books written or transcribed from the rebbes of Chabad, prominent chassidim and other authors
who have written Jewish materials.
Kehot is a division of Merkos L'Inyonei Chinuch, the movement's educational arm.

Media
More than any other Jewish movement, Chabad has used media as part of its religious, social, and political experience. Their latest
leader, Menachem Mendel Schneerson, was the most video-documented Jewish leader in history
.[123]

Chabad.org
The Chabad movement publishes a wealth of Jewish material on the internet. Chabad's main website Chabad.org, is one of the first
Jewish websites[124] and the first and largest virtual congregation.[125][126] It serves not just its own members but Jews worldwide in
general.[127]

Community websites
Popular Chabad community websites include collive.com, CrownHeights.info, Chabad.org, Shmais.com, Chdailynews.com, and the
Hebrew site, COL.org.il.[128][129]

Summer camps
Chabad has set up an extensive network of camps around the world, most using the name Gan Israel, a name chosen by Schneerson
although the first overnight camp was the girls division called Camp Emunah. There are 1,200 sites serving 210,000 children — most
[130][131]
of whom do not come fromOrthodox homes. Of these, 500 camps are in the United States.

Political activities
Schneerson involved himself in matters relating to the resolution of the Israeli-Arab conflict.[132] He maintained that as a matter of
Jewish law,[133] any territorial concession on Israel's part would endanger the lives of all Jews in the Land of Israel, and is therefore
forbidden. He also insisted that even discussing the possibility of such concessions showed weakness, would encourage Arab attacks,

and therefore endanger Jewish lives.[134]
In USA domestic politics, Schneerson supported government involvement in education and welcomed the establishment of the
United States Department of Education in 1980, yet insisted that part of a school's educational mission was to incorporate the values
espoused in the Seven Laws of Noah. He called for the introduction of amoment of silence at the beginning of the school day, and for
[135]
students to be encouraged to use this time for such improving thoughts or prayers as their parents might suggest.

In 1981, Schneerson publicly called for the use of solar energy. Schneerson believed that the USA could achieve energy
independence by developing solar energy technologies. He argued that the dependence on foreign oil may lead to the country
compromising on its principles.[136][137]

Library dispute with Russia
In 2013, US federal judge Royce Lamberth ruled in favor of Chabad lawyers that wanted contempt sanctions on three Russian
organizations to return the Schneersohn Library –12,000 books belonging to RabbiYosef Schneersohn seized and nationalized by the
Bolsheviks in 1917-18, to the BrooklynChabad Library.[47][138] Lazar reluctantly accepted Putin's request in moving the Schneerson
Library to Moscow's Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center as a form of compromise, which was criticized by the Chabad
Library.[47]

Controversies
Several movement-wide controversies have occurred in Chabad's 200-year history. Two major leadership succession controversies
occurred in the 1800s, one took place in the 1810s following the death of the movement's founder, the other occurred in the 1860s
following the death of the third Rebbe. Two other minor offshoot groups were formed later in the movement's history. The
movement's other major controversy is Chabad messianism, which began in the 1990s. Chabad messianism appears to be among the
most frequently cited controversies within the Orthodox Jewish community
.

Succession disputes and offshoot groups
A number of groups have split from the Chabad movement, forming their own Hasidic groups, and at times, positioning themselves
as possible successors of previous Chabad rebbes. Following the deaths of the first and third rebbes of Chabad, disputes arose over
their succession.
The death of Rabbi Shneur Zalman– Following the death of Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the first Chabad rebbe,
a dispute over his succession led to a break within the movement. While the recognized successor was Rabbi
Dovber Schneuri, a student of Rabbi Shneur Zalman, RabbiAaron HaLevi assumed the title of rebbe, and led a
number of followers from the town ofStrashelye. The new group had two rebbes, Rabbi Aaron and his son Rabbi
[28][139] One of the main
Haim Rephael. The new group eventually disbanded, following Rabbi Haim Rephael's death.
points the two rabbis disagreed on was the place of spiritual ecstasy in prayer
. R' Aharon supported the idea while
Rabbi Dovber emphasized genuine ecstasy can only be a result of meditative contemplationhisbonenus).
(
Rabbi
Dovber published his arguments on the subject in an compilation titledKuntres Hispa'alus ("Tract on Ecstasy").[140]
The death of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneersohn (the Tzemach Tzedek)
– Following the death of the third
Chabad rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneersohn (theTzemach Tzedek), a dispute over his succession led to
the formation of several Chabad groups. While Rabbi Shmuel Schneersohn was recognized as the heir to the
Chabad-Lubavitch line, several of his brothers formed groups of their own in the towns of
Kopys (forming the Kapust
dynasty), Nezhin (forming the Niezhin dynasty), Lyady (forming the Liadi dynasty), and Ovruch (forming the Avrutch
dynasty). The lifespan of these groups varied; Niezhin and A
vrutch had one rebbe each, Liadi had two rebbes, and
[141][142][143][144][145]
Kapust had four. Following the deaths of their last rebbes, these groups eventually disbanded.

Others
Two other minor offshoot groups were formed byChabad Hasidim:
The Malachim – The Malachim were formed as a quasi-Hasidic group. The group claims to recognize the teachings
of the first four rebbes of Chabad, thus rivaling the later Chabad rebbes. The Malachim's first and only rebbe, Rabbi
Chaim Avraham Dov Ber Levine haCohen(1859/1860–1938), also known as "The Malach" (lit. "the angel"), was a
[146][147][148]

[146][147][148] While Levine did not leave a successor
follower of the fourth and fifth rebbes of Chabad.
, the Malachim
group continues to maintain a yeshiva andminyan in Williamsburg, Brooklyn.
Liozna - Following the death of the seventh Chabad Rebbe, Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, an attempt by
Shaul Shimon Deutschto form a breakaway Chabad movement, with Deutsch as "Liozna Rebbe", fails to gain
popular support.[149][150][151][152]

Hornisteipol - Aside from these two minor offshoots, which consider themselves directly connected to and an
alternate extension of Chabad Lubavitch, the chassidus Hornisteipol is perhaps the last remaining "Chabad"
chassidus other than the two aforementioned groups and Chabad Lubavitch, in its acceptance of the great
importance the Chabad approach to Chassidus and halacha. It is the product of marriage that was arranged by the
Alter Rebbe and the Chernobler Maggid (rabbi Mordechai Twerski) between the AlterRebbe's granddaughter (the
Mitteler Rebbe's daughter) and the Chernobler Maggid's son, rabbi aakov-Yisroel
Y
Twerski (of Cherkas). Rabbi
Yaakok-Yisroel upon his marriage went off to live with the Alter Rebbe until his passing, and afterwards continued for
years to live with his father-in-law the Mitteler Rebbe. In this time he acquired an intense understanding and
appreciation for the Chabad approach to Chassidus, to the point that when he returned to Chernoble, he found
himself too different from them to stay there.With his father's permission, he became a Rebbe in Cherkas (and later
Hornisteipol) and he integrated the approach of Chabad Chassidus very heavily into his own. This relationship with
Chabad Chassidus continued on throughout the life of the Tzemach Tzedek (rabbiaakov
Y
Yisroel's brother-in-law),
whose chasidic teachings they also came to greatly revere. It is also worth mentioning regarding Hornisteipol's
connection to the Chabad Lubavitch Dynasty itself that Rav aYakov-Yisroel married his daughter off to the son of the
Tzemach Tzedek, Rabbi Yosef Yitzchok of Ovrutch, who himself became a Rebbe. This union produced a daughter
,
Rebbetzin Shterna Sara Schneersohn, who married the Rebbe Rashab, and was the mother of the Freidiker Rebbe
(who was named "Yosef-Yitzchok after his maternal grandfather). T
oday, Hornisteipol has a few moderate-sized
communities, the two primary ones being in Milwaukee under rabbi Michelwerski
T
and in Beitar (formerly
Jerusalem) under rabbi Sholom-Shachna Friedman. There are also other smaller communities with ties in Chicago,
Bnei Barak, Chicago, and Flatbush. They still put great emphasis on diligent learning of Chabad Chassidus from the
Alter Rebbe down through to and including the Tzemach Tzedek, namelyanya,
T
Likkutei Torah and Torah ohr, Imrei
Bina, Sha'arei Teshuva, Derech Chaim, Toras Chaim, Derech Mitzvosecha, and all of thecompiled ma'amarim of
those three Rebbaim. They also consult the Shulchan Aruch HaRav and theeshuvos
T
of the Tzemach Tzedek in
matters of Halacha. However, unlike Chabad Lubavitch, they also learn numerous other chassidic texts - primarly
authored by Rebbaim of other chassidic groups that they come from, including Chernoble, Karlin,sanz,
T Bobov, and
many more.

Messianism
In the late 1980s, the Rebbe called for his followers to become involved in outreach activities with the purpose of bringing about the
Jewish Messianic Age.[31] Statements concerning the advancement of the Messianic age was a factor leading to the controversy
surrounding the messianic beliefs of some members of the movement.[153] Some Chabad Hasidim, called mashichists, "have not yet
accepted the Rebbe's passing"[154] and even after his death regard him as the (living) 'King Messiah' and 'Moses of the generation'.

In the arts
Art
Chabad Hasidic artists Hendel Lieberman and Zalman Kleinman have painted a number of scenes depicting Chabad Hasidic culture,
including religious ceremonies, study and prayer. Chabad artist Michoel Muchnik has painted scenes of the Mitzvah
Campaigns.[123]:156
Artist and shaliach Yitzchok Moully has adapted silkscreen techniques, bright colours and Jewish and Hasidic images to create a
form of "Chasidic Pop Art".[155]

Music
Vocalists Avraham Fried and Benny Friedman have included recordings of traditional Chabad songs on their albums of contemporary
Orthodox Jewish music. Bluegrass artistAndy Statman has also recorded Chabad niggunim.
Reggae artist Matisyahu has included portions of Chabad niggunim and lyrics with Chabad philosophical themes in some of his
songs.

Literature
Novelist Chaim Potok authored a work My Name is Asher Lev in which a Hasidic teen struggles between his artistic passions and the
norms of the community. The "Ladover" community is a thinly veiled reference to the Lubavitcher community in Crown
Heights.[156][157]
Chabad poet Zvi Yair has written poems on Chabad philosophical topics includingRatzo V'Shov (spiritual yearning).

Film
The Chabad-Lubavitch community has been the subject of a number of documentary films. These films include:
The Spark – a 28-minute film, produced in 1974, providing an overview of the Lubavitch and
Satmar of New
[158]
York
Religious America: Lubavitch– a 28-minute, 1974 PBS documentary focusing on a day in the life of a Lubavitcher
man[158]
King of Crown Heights – a 60-minute, 1993 film on Lubavitcher Hasidim byColumbia University student Roggerio
Gabbai[158]
Shekinah – a 70 min, 2013 documentary exploring the perspectives of the female students of a Chabad school in
Montreal[159][160]
Project 2x1 – a 30 min, 2013 documentary on the Chabad Hasidim andWest Indian residents of Crown Heights,
using Google Glass in place of conventional camera techniques[161][162][163][164]

See also
Baal Shem Tov
Hasidic philosophy
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Chabad-Lubavitch Hasidism
Note: The name "Chabad" is a Hebrew acronym for the expression "Chokmah," "Binah" and "Da'at"--Wisdom, Intelligence and Knowledge. These Kabbalistic
terms are central to the distinctive intellectual theology of the movement.
The name Lubavitch refers to a town in Lithuania that was the centre of the movement for a brief period during the nineteenth century.

Rabbi Shneiur Zalman of Ladi (1746-1812)
Rabbis Shneiur Zalman had been educated according to the scholarly values of Lithuanian Jewry, distinguishing himself in his mastery of the Talmud and
codes of Jewish law.
He was converted to Hasidism by Rabbi Dov Baer of Meseritz, a principal disciple of the movement's founder Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem Tov.
Rabbi Shneiur Zalman's Hasidism brought him into intense conflict with the religious leadership of Lithuanian Jewry, spearheaded by the renowned
Rabbi Elijah ben Solomon the "Ga'on" of Vilna . Hasidism was seen as a challenge to th deeply entrenched Jewish reverence for Talmudic scholarship,
and was officially banned by the Vilna community in 1772 and 1781, leading to an acrimonious sequence of mutual denunciations.
Rabbi Shneiur Zalman maintained a conciliatory attitude towards his opponents, even though the Ga'on of Vilna refused to meet with him.
1797--following the death of the Ga'on leaders of the Vilna community falsely accused the Hasidim of subversive activities, leading to Rabbi Shneiur
Zalman's imprisonment for several months in St. Petersburg--a move which lead to similar accusations on behalf of the Hasidim themselves.
1800--A further round of denunciations led to Rabbi Shneiur Zalman's arrest, though he was ultimately exonerated. The date of his release from
imprisonment (the 19th of the Hebrew month of Kislev) is still celebrated by the Chabad movement as a festival.
1804--The Russian government proclaimed the right of the Hasidim to carry on their activities without hindrance.
Rabbi Shneiur Zalman's most influential publications was his Likkutei Amarim ("collected writings") popularly designated by its opening word, as the
Tania. It presents a dualistic ethical picture of the "average" individual poised between the alternatives of Good and Evil. Religious and moral perfection
are achieved through the observance of the Torah and its precepts, understood according to their deepest mystical and intellectual significance. Judaism is
depicted as both a rational and emotional experience.

Chabad in Recent Generations
Chabad Hasidism continued to be a major force among Russian and Lithuanian Jews from its inception. Under Soviet rule, the dedication of the movement
provided a powerful underground force active in keeping alive traditional Judaism in spite of government persecutions. With the collapse of Russian
Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API
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Communism, Chabad was one of the important participants in educating a generation of Jews that had been forcibly deprived of their religious heritage for
generations.
In 1940 the head of the movement Rabbi Joseph Isaac Schneerson moved to America from Russia. From the outset he expressed his determination to make the
Lubavitch movement into an American religious movement (e.g., by abandoning the traditional European long frocks in favour of American-style dress).
The aggressive posture was especially encouraged by his successor Rabbi Menahem Mendel Schneerson. Under his leadership the movement
established a complex of religious and educational institutions (including publishing houses, billboards, telethons, as well as children's clubs
and summer camps) whose principal objective was to reach out to the vast numbers of American Jews who had grown up without any real
exposure to "authentic" religious Judaism.
In pursuing its objectives the Lubavitch movement made efficient use of the full range of American advertising and public relations media.
Rabbi Menahem Chabad was particularly influential during the 1960's and early 1970's when the youth culture of the day was rebelling against the materialistic
institutions of the large religious movements in favour of spiritual alternatives. Through its campus "Chabad Houses," the Lubavitch
Mendel
Schneerson of movement was able to present itself as a credible alternative to Eastern religions, drug culture, radical politics and other foreign paths that
were attracting Jewish youth.
Lubavitch
Towards the end of his life Rabbi Menahem Mendel Schneerson suffered from a Here is an alternative version of this account, from a follower
series of strokes and became unable to communicate directly with his followers.
During this time various factions of the movements began to make statements in of Chabad
the name of their "Rebbe" that moved Chabad into new directions.
Dear Professor Segal,

For example, the movement, which had previously refrained from active
involvement in questions of Israeli politics, began to take outspoken positions
against the Israeli government's readiness to withdraw from occupied territories
as part of a peace settlement.
More significantly, Rabbi Schneerson's exhortations to prepare for the coming
of the Messiah were perceived as predictions that the redemption was
immanent. This developed into a conviction that their Rebbe was himself the
designated Messiah. This latter perception was fueled by a combination of
factors: The Hasidim's reverence for their extraordinary leader; the remarkable
historical events surrounding the victorious expansion of Israel and the collapse
of the Eastern bloc; and the fact that Rabbi had left no heir or designated
successor.
So great was their faith in Rabbi Schneerson that, following his death in 1993,
the Chabad movement did not appoint a new leader. Many of the Hasidim still
Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API

While perusing your interesting and informative website for the first time, I came across several statements
concerning the Lubavitcher Rebbe, of whom I am a follower, that I feel are inaccurate and need to be addressed.
You state that "towards the end of his life he became unable to communicate, and various factions began to make
statements in his name." You cite several examples, the first being statements concerning the giving up of land in
Israel, G-d forbid. Please note that the Rebbe himself spoke many times about this, emphasizing the fact that it is
abolutely forbidden according to the Shulchan Aruch to give up land, and well as similar ideas. To claim that this is
a recent innovation on the part of his chassidim is patently false.
Also, concerning the coming of Moshiach, please note; the Rebbe himself stated clearly that the "time of your
Redemption has arrived," and he emphasized that he was making this statement as a prophecy. He said much
more than to simply prepare ourselves for the Redemption, as you state. He said that the Redemption has begun.
No Lubavitcher will argue with this. The Rebbe also said quite clearly that he is Moshiach, in many sichos. True,
he never said the words "I am Moshiach," but he make numerous unmistakable allusions to that fact, so that there
can be no question regarding his identity.
As to what transpired on Gimmel Tammuz, there is some debate. But note that many sources state clearly that
Moshiach can come from among the dead. Of course, in my opinion and in the educated opinion of many
Lubavitchers, the Rebbe did not die. In the sefer Arba Meos Shekel Kessef, by R. Chaim Vital, he states that
Moshiach will disappear briefly, while he receives the soul of Moshiach, and will then reappear, at which point
everyone will flock to him.
Also note that the Rebbe himself said that this generation is different than the previous generation in that there will
be no histalkus, and that the Nasi haDor is not subject to geniza. There are many other things the Rebbe stated,
telling us that he is Moshiach, and to one who is intellectuallly honest with himself, there is no doubt.
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await his return as the Messiah.

When Moshe Rabbeinu went up on Har Sinai, the satan showed Bnei Yisroel -- Moshe Rabbeinu's "chassidim" -an image of Moshe indicating that he had died.
The Rebbe said most importantly that all that remains is Kabballos haAm, that the Jewish people accept
Moshiach as Moshiach. That is our avodah now. Yechi haMelech.

Return to Orthodoxy Image Map

Create PDF in your applications with the Pdfcrowd HTML to PDF API

PDFCROWD

Chokhmah
Chokhmah (חכְמָה
ָ , ISO 259 ḥoḵma) is the Biblical Hebrew word rendered as
"wisdom" (LXX σοφία sophia, Vulgate sapientia).[1]

The Sefirot in Kabbalah

The word occurs 149 times in the Masoretic text of the Hebrew Bible.[1] The Talmud
(Shabbat 31a) describes knowledge of the Talmudic order of Kodshim as a high level
of wisdom, chokhmah.
It is cognate with the Arabic word for "wisdom", ḥikma ( ﺣﻜﻤﺔSemitic root ḥ-k-m).
Adjectival ḥaḵam "wise" is used as a honorific, as in Talmid Chacham (lit. "student of
a sage") for a Torah scholar, or hakham Bashi for a chief rabbi.
In the Kabbalah, Chokhmah is the uppermost of the sephirot of the right line (kav
yamin, the "Pillar of Mercy") in theTree of Life. It is to the bottom right of Keter, with
Binah across from it. Under it are the sephirot of Chesed and Netzach. It commonly
has four paths going to Keter, Binah, Tifereth, and Chesed. (Some kabbalists attribute
a path between Chokhmah andGevurah.)
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Hebrew Bible
Proverbs personifies Divine Wisdom, which existed before the world was made, revealed God, and acted as God's agent in creation
(Prov 8:22–31 cf. 3:19; Wisdom 8:4-6; Sir 1:4,9). Wisdom dwelt with God (Prov 8:22–31; cf. Sir 24:4; Wisdom 9:9-10) and being
the exclusive property of God was as such inaccessible to human beings (Job 28:12–13, 20–1, 23–27). It was God who "found"
wisdom (Bar 3:29-37) and gave her to Israel: "He hath found out all the way of knowledge, and hath given it unto Jacob his servant,
and to Israel his beloved. Afterward did he shew himself upon earth, and conversed with men." (Bar 3:36-37; Sir 24:1-12). As a
female figure (Sir. 1:15; Wis. 7:12), wisdom addressed human beings (Prov. 1:20–33; 8:1–9:6) inviting to her feast those who are not
yet wise (Prov. 9:1-6). Wisdom 7:22b-8:1 is a famous passage describing Divine Wisdom, including the passage: "For she is the
breath of the power of God, and a pure influence flowing from the glory of the Almighty: therefore can no defiled thing fall into her.
For she is the brightness of the everlasting light, the unspotted mirror of the power of God, and the image of his goodness. And being
but one, she can do all things: and remaining in herself, she maketh all things new: and in all ages entering into holy souls, she
maketh them friends of God, and prophets." (Wisdom 7:25-27). Solomon, as the archetypal wise person, fell in love with Wisdom: "I
loved her, and sought her out from my youth, I desired to make her my spouse, and I was a loverf oher beauty." (Wisdom 8:2).[2]

Kabbalah

According to the Bahir: "The second (utterance) is wisdom, as is written: 'Y-H-W-H acquired me at the beginning of His way, before
[3]
His deeds of old' (Prov 8:22). And there is no 'beginning' but wisdom."

Chokhmah, the second of the ten sefirot, is the first power of conscious intellect within Creation, and the first point of 'real' existence,
since Keter represents emptiness. According to the book of Job, "Wisdom comes from nothingness".[4] This point is both infinitely
[5]
small, and yet encompasses the whole of being, but it remains incomprehensible until it is given shape and form Binah.
in

The name of God associated with Chokhmah isYah.
Chokhmah appears in the configuration of the sefirot at the top of the right axis, and corresponds in the tzelem Elokim ("the Divine
image") to the right eye, or right hemisphere of the brain.
In its fully articulated form, Chokhmah possesses two partzufim ("faces" or "features"): the higher of these is referred to as Abba
Ila'ah ("the higher father"), whereas the lower is referred to as Yisrael Saba ("Israel, the Elder"). These two partzufim are referred to
jointly as Abba ("father").
Chokhmah is associated in the soul with the power of intuitive insight, flashing lightning-like across consciousness. The partzuf of
Abba Ila'ah is associated with the power to spontaneously extract such insight from the superconscious realm, whereas the partzuf of
Yisrael Saba is associated with the power to subsequently direct it into consciousness.
The "wisdom" of Chokhmah also implies the ability to look deeply at some aspect of reality and abstract its conceptual essence till
one succeeds in uncovering its underlying axiomatic truth. These seeds of truth can then be conveyed to the companion power of
Binah for the sake of intellectual analysis and development.
Chokhmah is the primary ("beginning") force in the creative process, Creativity, as it is said: "You have made them all with
Chokhmah." (Psalms 104:24) The first word of the Torah in Genesis, Breishit means "In the beginning (God created the heavens and
the earth)", is translated (Targum Yonatan) as "With Chokhmah (God created…)."
Chokhmah is also called Fear, 'because it has no measure of boundary, and therefore the mind does not have the power to grasp it'.[6]
The book of Job states 'Behold the fear of God is wisdom, and to depart from evil is understanding' (Job 28:28).
In the array of sefirot in three columns g( imel kavim), Chokmah is situated at the top of the right column, and corresponds to the right
hemisphere of the brain. There are several aspects of Chokhmah:
The word Chokhmah itself may be broken into two words -- koach ("potential") and ma ("what is"). Thus, Chokhmah means "the
potential of what is", or, "the potential to be." This aspect of Chokhmah describes the state of Chokhmah in relation to the sefira of
Keter. As Chokhmah emanates from Keter, the first dawning of the "Infinite Light", it "appears" in an obscure and undefined state
that is a virtual non-being. Thus the verse states, "and Chokhmah emerges from nothingness" (Job 28:12, see Zohar II, 121a, Zohar
III, 290a, commentaries). The light of the Ein Sof becomes unified in the world of Atziluth through clothing itself first in the sefira of
Chokhmah. In the soul, Chokhmah is associated with the power of intuitive insight.
In the Zohar Chokhmah is the primordial point which shines forth from the will of God and thus, is the starting point of Creation. All
things are still undifferentiated at this point and only become intelligible at Binah.

Modern occultism
According to the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, the name of God associated with Chokmah is Jehovah, the archangel that
presides over it is Raziel, the order of angels that reside in it are the Ophanim (the wheels), the Heaven of Assiah associated with it is
called Mazloth, implying the fulfillment of destiny
, and the mundane chakra associated with it is theZodiac.
In Aleister Crowley's Liber 777, Chokhma is represented as The Four twos of the Tarot, Illuminating, Thoth, Vishnu, Joy, Odin,
Uranus, Athena, God the Father, Man, Amaranth, Lingam, Hashish, Phosphorus, Musk, and Yang (not a complete list).

See also
Sophia (wisdom)
Holy Wisdom
Hikmah
Hakham
Chabad-Lubavitch (acronym ChaBaD  חבדfor Chokhmah + Binah + Da'at.
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Binah (Kabbalah)
Binah (meaning "understanding"; Hebrew: )בינה, is the second sephira on the

The Sefirot in Kabbalah

kabbalistic Tree of Life. It sits on the level below Keter (in the formulations that
include that sephirah), across from Chokhmah and directly above Gevurah. It is
usually given four paths: to Keter, Chokhmah, Gevurah, and Tiphereth (some
Kabbalists place a path from Binah toChesed as well.)
Binah is associated with the color black.[1]
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Description

Category:Sephirot

According to the Bahir: "The third (utterance): quarry of the Torah, treasury of wisdom, quarry of God's spirit, hewn out by the spirit
of God. This teaches that God hewed out all the letters of the oTrah, engraving them with the Spirit, casting His forms within it".[2]
Binah is 'intuitive understanding', or 'contemplation'. It is likened to a 'palace of mirrors' that reflects the pure point of light of
Chokhmah, wisdom, increasing and multiplying it in an infinite variety of ways. In this sense, it is the 'quarry', which is carved out by
the light of wisdom. It is the womb, which gives shape to the Spirit of God. On a psychological level, Binah is "processed wisdom,"
also known as deductive reasoning. It is davar mitoch davar—understanding one idea from another idea. While Chokhmah is
intellect that does not emanate from the rational process (it is either inspired or taught), Binah is the rational process that is innate in
the person which works to develop an idea fully
.
Binah is associated with the feminine. The Bahir states: "For you shall call Understanding a Mother." Classical Jewish texts state
Binah yeterah natun l'nashim("an extra measure of Binah was given to women").
In its fully articulated form, Binah possesses two partzufim. The higher of these is referred to as Imma Ila'ah ("the higher mother"),
whereas the lower is referred to astevunah ("comprehension"). These twopartzufim are referred to jointly asImma ("the mother").

Qualities derived from Binah
Ethical qualities
In the medieval text the Tomer Devorah, Moses ben Jacob Cordovero elucidated the ethical qualities associated with each sefira,
which one must attempt to imitate. The attribute associated with Binah is complete repentance, for 'just as Binah sweetens all
severities and neutralizes their bitterness, one should repent and rectify all flaws'.

Non-Jewish associations

In Western occultism, Binah is seen to take the raw force of Chokhmah, and to channel it into the various forms of creation. For
example, in a car, you have the fuel and an engine. While Chokhmah is the fuel, pure energy, Binah is the engine, pure receptivity.
Either one without the other is useless.
In its role as the ultimate Object, as opposed to Chokhmah as the Subject, its role is similar to the role of Shakti in Indian mysticism.
It is feminine, because it literally gives birth to the whole of creation, providing the supernal womb, with Chokhmah providing the
raw energy.
The name of God associated with Binah is Jehovah Elohim, the archangel that presides over it is Tzaphkiel, the order of angels that
resides in it are the Aralim (the Thrones) and the planet associated with it isSaturn.
Binah is related to the Yoni, the womb, the Priestess card in the occult tarot (according to A. E. Waite's Pictorial Key to the Tarot).
Aleister Crowley's "Liber 777" associates it with Isis, Cybele, Demeter, Rhea, Woman, The Virgin Mary, Juno, Hecate, The "threes"
of the Tarot, etc.
Occultists have compared the Sephira with the chakras of Indian mysticism, and one such comparison is in comparing both Binah
and Chokhmah with theAjna chakra, which is where bothShiva and Shakti are united.
For its negative opposite on theTree of Death, it has the demonic order Sathariel, ruled by the Archdemon Lucifuge Rofocale.
In the correlation of Binah with Shakti and Chokhmah with Shiva, Shakti is the animating life force whereas Shiva is dead, a corpse,
without her energy.
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Da'at
Da'at or Daas ("Knowledge", Hebrew: ˈ[ דעתdaʕaθ]) is a word in the Hebrew

The Sefirot in Kabbalah

language. In the branch of Jewish mysticism known as Kabbalah, Da'at is the location
(the mystical state) where all tensefirot in the Tree of Life are united as one.
In Da'at, all sefirot exist in their perfected state of infinite sharing. The three sefirot of
the left column that would receive and conceal the Divine light, instead share and
reveal it. Since all sefirot radiate infinitely self-giving Divine Light, it is no longer
possible to distinguish onesefira from another; thus they are one.
Da'at is not always depicted in representations of the sefirot; and could be abstractly
considered an "empty slot" into which the germ of any other sefirot can be placed.
Properly, the Divine Light is always shining, but not all humans can see it.
The concealment or revelation of the Divine Light shining through Da'at does not
actually happen in Da'at itself. It only appears that way from the human perspective
within Malkuth. The perception of change can only occur in Malkuth. Humans who
become self-giving (Altruism), like the Light, become able to see it, and for them the
benefits of Da'at's light seem "revealed". However, humans who remain selfish
(Selfishness) cannot see it, and for them its benefits seem "hidden".

Category:Sephirot
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As a representative sefirah
Properly, Da'at is not a sefirah, but rather is all ten sefirot united as one. Nevertheless- Da'at is sometimes counted as a sefirah instead
of Keter, from the perspective of finite creation, using Da'at to represent the "reflection of" (the "inner dimension" of) the infinity of
Keter. Thus Da'at appears in the configuration of the sefirot along the middle axis, directly beneath Keter. It corresponds to the image
of God. Alternate countings of the sefirot produce 10 powers ("10 and not 9, 10 and not 11" - Sefer Yetzirah) by either including
Keter or Da'at. In the scheme of Moses ben Jacob Cordovero, Da'at is omitted, while in the scheme of Isaac Luria, Keter (Will) is
omitted. Cordovero describes the sefirot as one light in ten vessels. Luria follows this, but lists sefirot beginning with Chokhmah
(Wisdom) to describe their outer dimensions.

As spiritual state
The kochos hanefesh "spiritual state" corresponding to the sefirah ofDa'at is yichud ("unification").

In the occult belief-system of Thelema, the Night of Pan is related to the progression through Da'at. The City of the Pyramids and
Babalon is on the "other shore".

As aspect of intellect
According to the Tanya, Da'at is the third and lastconscious power of intellect. But in this context, it is actually the lower Da'at of the
partzuf of Zer Anpin (not upper Da'at of Adam Kadmon).
Zer Anpin refers to the 'personification' (partzuf) of six sefirot from Khesed to Yesod - and as a whole embodies its own ten sefirot
and its own Da'at. Zer Anpin personifies the revelation of the Torah and relates to the second level of the human soul called "spirit"
(ruach), that corresponds to mental aspects, including reason and emotion.
Accordingly, Da'at is associated in the soul with the powers of memory and concentration, powers which rely upon one's
"recognition" (hakarah) of, and "sensitivity" (hergesh) to, the potential meaningfulness of those ideas generated in consciousness
through the powers ofChokhmah ("wisdom") and Binah ("understanding").

Levels
Da'at operates on two levels. The higher level, referred to as Da'at Elyon ("higher knowledge") or Da'at hane'elam ("the hidden
knowledge"), serves to secure the continuous bond between the two higher powers of intellect -- chokhmah and Binah, wisdom and
understanding. This is Daat within Keter.
The lower level, referred to as Da'at Tachton ("lower knowledge") or Da'at hamitpashet ("extending knowledge"), serves to connect
the intellect as a whole with the realm of emotion; thereby enhancing one's determination and resolve to act in accordance with the
essential truths that one has integrated intoconsciousness. This is Da'at as the third power of the intellect.

Lower level
Of this level of Da'at it is said (Proverbs 24:4): "And by knowledge shall the chambers be filled with all precious and pleasant
riches." "The rooms" are the chambers of the heart, the emotions of the soul (as alluded to by the word cheder, "room," which is an
acronym for chesed din rachamim, the three primary emotions of the soul). The inner consciousness of Da'at fills these rooms and
enlivens them as does the soul to the body.
In the Zohar, this level of Da'at is referred to as "the key that includes six." The "key" of Da'at opens all six chambers (attributes) of
the heart and fills them with life-force. Each of these six chambers, when filled with Da'at, is referred to as a particular dei'ah
("attitude," from the root of Da'at) of the soul.
Da'at corresponds with the interstitium, in the human body. In the brain, Da'at is represented by the claustrum. Though their form is
seemingly separate and dissimilar, their function is fairly similar.

See also
Divine light
Da'as Elyon and Da'as Tachton
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Lyubavichi, Rudnyansky District, Smolensk
Oblast
Lyubavichi (Russian: Люба́ вичи; Yiddish: ליובאוויטש, Lyubavitsh; Polish:
Lubawicze; Belarusian: Любавı́чы) is a rural locality (a village) in
Rudnyansky District of Smolensk Oblast, Russia.

Lyubavichi
Любавичи (Russian)
( ליובאוויטשYiddish)
- Rural locality[1] Village[1]
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Aerial view of Lyubavichi

History
The village is known to have existed in what was the Polish–Lithuanian
Commonwealth since at least 1654.[6] In 1784, it was mentioned as a small
town,[7] then a possession of the magnate Lubomirski family.[7] After the
Partition of Poland, the village was annexed by theRussian Empire. During the
French invasion of Russia in 1812, the village was occupied by Napoleonic
troops for two weeks.[8]

Location of Smolensk Oblast in Russia

In the days of the Russian Empire, the village was a shtetl in Orshansky Uyezd
of Mogilev Governorate.[9] In 1857, it had a population of 2,500. According to
another source from ca.1880, a total of 1516 inhabitants (978 Jews) were
reported there. The village had 313 houses, two Russian Orthodox churches
and two shuls, Jewish houses of prayer.[7]
In the late 19th–early 20th centuries, the largest market in Mogilev

Lyubavichi

Governorate, with a turn-over of over 1.5 million rubles, was held in
Lyubavichi. During World War I, the Hasidic leadership left Lyubavichi.[10]
The Jewish population of the village gradually declined and secularized under
pressure of the Communist government.
During World War II, on November 4, 1941, the Nazis and their collaborators
massacred 483 local Jews. It was the period when they were invading the
Soviet Union.[11]
The village is primarily known worldwide as the namesake and former
headquarters of the Chabad-Lubavitch branch of Hasidic Judaism.[11]

Gallery

Location of Lyubavichi in Smolensk Oblast
Coordinates: 54°50′N 30°58′E
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