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Letters of the Living

The Letters of the Living (Arabic: («=Jl (94 ,>) was a title provided by the Béb to

the first eighteen disciples of the Babi Religion.[l] In some understandings the Bab (o % ]
places himself at the head of this list (as the first letter). In this article, the former e g§
notation will be used except when specifically said otherwise. !' ' 1 ‘:"_:.','_:
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Mystical meaning

The B4b named the first eighteen believers in his mission as the Letters of the Living (Hurtfu'l-hayjn Arabic). One of the Bab's

titles was the "Primal Point" @ugqti-yi-tild). As Baha'i scholar Moojan Momen explains:

The Eighteen 'Letters of the Living' manifested themselves in the last, i.e. the Muhammadan Manifestation in the
persons of the Fourteen Holy Souls (i.e. the Prophet himself, his daughter Fatima, and the Twelve Imams of whom
the first, 'Ali, was her husband, and the remainder of her descendants) and the Four Gates (or Babs) who successively
acted as channels of communication between the Twelfth Imam, or Imam Mahdi, and the faithful, during the period

of his 'Lesser Occultation' .... The terms 'Point' and 'Letter; were originally suggested by the formula Bi'smi'llahi'=
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Rahmani'-Rahim (In the Name of the Merciful, Compassionate God), which contains 19 letters, the first (B)
distinguished by a point or dot beneath it; and by 'Ali's alleged saying, 'All that is in the Qur'an is ... in the Bi'smi'llah
... and I am the Point beneath the B[?]

The 19 letters of theBasmala are (note Arabic is "read" right to left)e sz Jlo e JdleJJ 1 e g . ((in Englishymalle
thalmnalthmjsb.)

Additionally; the Bab says:

...the Five Letters of Hell-Fire when separated become 19, as God says: 'Over it (Hell) are Nineteen';[Quran 74:30]

and so also the Letters in the Five Letters of Affirmation @ nineteen.

[- And Momen comments:] "i.e. Muhammad, 'Ali, Fatima, Hasan, Husayn, which together contain 19 letters in
Arabic."?]

The title "Point" may also refer to the divine and worldly aspects of the Manifestation of God, similar to the geometric point, which i

without specific dimension and connects the physical with the nonphysical world!
The term "Hayy" meansThe Living and is used as one of thenames of Godin Islamic and Babi scriptures[.l]

In addition to the 19 letters themselves, in the Abjad numerals system the letters of the Arabic alphabet are assigned numerical
values. The Arabic letters h ¢ and y s, which compose the Arabic singular adjective meaning "living" in the phrase Letters of the
Living, add up to 18, and therefore the phrase Letters of the Living refers to the number 18. There is a similar symbolism about the

numerical value of the corresponding Hebrew word idudaism.

The Béb referred to the 18 Letters of the Living, along with himself, as the first Vdhid of the Bayéan Dispensation. In the Abjad
numerical value of the word Wahid (s>1g) is 19. The word Wahid means "One". The Béb used this term as a reference to God and

his Manifestations!3!

The Letters

The Letters are listed here in the order given by Nabil in The Dawn-Breakers*! and supported by Qatil al-Karbala'i except where

indicated:

Mulla Husayn

= First Letter of the Living, present at the night of the Declaration of the Bab celebrated as a holy day by Bah&'is, and
who died at Battle of Fort Tabarsi.

Muhammad-Hasan Bshru'i

Muhammad-Hasan Bhr'i was the second Letter of the Living, and the brother of Mulld Husayn He, his sons, Muhammad-Baqir

Bughri'i, and Mulla Husayn travelled to Shiraz in search of the Qa'im; where the Bab revealed his message.

He was killed during theBattle of Fort Tabarsi. Babis consider him a martyr

Muhammad-Baqir Bushri'i

Muhammad-Béqir Bughrd'i was the third Letter of the Living, and the nephew of Mulld Husayn. He and Muhammad-FHasan

Bushri'i (his father) travelled with his uncle Mulldusayn to Shiraz in search of the Qa'im where the Bab revealed his message.

He was killed in the fighting at theBattle of Fort Tabarsi. Babis consider him a martyr
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Mulla "Ali Bastami

This first Babi martyr

Mulla Khuda-Bakhsh Quchani

Later named Mulléa "Ali(*) "He died a natural death, but his son Mashiyyatu'llah later met with martyrdom in his youth." (H.M.
Balyuzi, The Bab - The Herald of the Day of Days, p. 27)

Mulla Hasan Bajistani

Mullé Hasan Bajistani was the sixth Letter of the Living. He did not play a significantrole as a Babi and seemed to have expressed

his doubts of the Babs message during a meeting witfBaha'u'llah.

It is unlikely he played a significant role in the Azali-Bahda'i debate that followed.

Siyyid Husayn Yazdi

Siyyid Husayn Yazdi was the seventh Letter of the Living. He is known as the Bab's amanuensis who shared his imprisonment in
Maku and then Chihrig. In the story of the Bab's execution, he is the secretary that the Bab spoke to before being taken away to be
shot.

Siyyid Husayn Yazdi was executed inTehran in 1852 in the aftermath on the attempt on the Shah's life.

Mulla Muhammad Rawdih-Khan Yazdi

He... remained apart from other Babis and was generally known as a Shaykhi. But he never renounced his faith and taught it
whenever he could. (H.M. Balyuzi, The Bab - The Herald of the Day of Days, p. 27)

Sa’id Hindi(*)

According to the official website of the Baha'is of Pakistan, Sa'id Hindi was a native of Multan, in present-day Pakistan. He was one
of the students of Siyyid Kazim Rashti in Iraq. Sa'id Hindi met the Béb after He declared His mission in 1844. The Bab sent him to
India to announce the news of His advent. Sa'id Hindi reached Multan in that very year to share the Bab's message with his fellow
Countrymen.[5] Sayyid Basir Hindi, one of Sa'id Hindi's contacts and a blind man of Sufi background from the Multan area,

embraced the Babi Faith and set out on pilgrimage toShiraz in Iran to meet the Babl6]

Mulla Mahmud Khu'i

He was killed atBattle of Fort Tabarsi.

Mulla (" Abdu'l-)Jalil Urami (Urdabadi)

He was killed atBattle of Fort Tabarsi.

Mulla Ahmad-i-Ibdal Maréaghi'i

He was killed atBattle of Fort Tabarsi.

Mulld Baqir Tabrizi
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Mulla Baqir Tabrizi was the Thirteenth Letter of the Living. He survived all of the other Letters of the Living. He was the only Letter

to embrace the Cause of Baha'u'llah, and remain devoted and loyal to Him.
He accompanied Baha'u'llah to theBattle of Fort Tabarsi and was present at theConference of Badasht

He received a letter from the Béab saying he would attain "Him whom God shall make manifest" in the year 'eight' (1268 AH). Soon
after Baha'u'lldh's release from the Siyah-Chal of Tihran, Mullah Bagqir obtained His presence and quickly became a believer and

teacher of the Cause.Most of his teaching with was based inAdhirbayjan.
He died inIstanbul in around 1881.

= A tablet written to Mulld Bagir-i-Bbrizi - Translator has included a short biographichstub

Mulla Yusuf Ardibili(*)
Mulla Ytsuf Ardibili was the fourteenth Letter of the Living.

He was killed in the fighting at theBattle of Fort Tabarsi. Babis consider him a martyr

= Glossary of the Kitab-i-igan- includes a small biography of Mulla sif-i-Ardibili

Mulla Hadi Qazvini

Qatil has Mulld Muhammad-i-Mayama'i in his place among the Letters of the Living.

Mulla Muhammad-"Ali Qazvini

Tahirih's brotherin-law. Killed at Battle of Fort Tabarsi.

Tahirih(*)

Quddys

He was the eighteenth and last Letter of the Living. He was chosen by the Bab to accompany Him to pilgrimage in Mecca and
Medina.

(*) - Not included in the list provided by Qatil which was created far earlier. He does not however provide alternatives and leaves the

count at fourteen.

Although the Béb seems to have written a tablet to each of the letters, the names are not on any of them so the identities cannot be

confirmed.

Of these the most distinguished are Mulla Husayn, Tahirih and Quddus. Téahirih is singled out because she is the only woman and
recognised the Bab without even meeting him. She sent a letter of belief through her brother-in-law and was sure he would find the
Béb.

Polemical claims about the Letters
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The Letters of the Living were all appointed by the Bab in the period between May 1844, when he first declared his mission and
October 1844 when he set out for his pilgrimage to Mecca. Individuals such as Mirz4 Yahya, Bahd'u'llah, Aq4 Sayyid “Ali Arab and
Mulla Rajab “Ali who all became Bébis after this period were not and could not have been part of the Letters of the Living as has

been claimed in some accounts.

Most of the Letters died in Babi uprisings befordBaha'u'lldh started the Baha'i Faith

Mirza Yahya amongst the Letters

It has been stated that Mirza Yahyé was the fourth of the Letters of the Living (where the Bab would be the first) by Edward
Granville Brownein A Traveller's Narrative (page xvi). The book does not include any other details of the Letters and is against the
Baha'is' commonly accepted view that Mulla Husayn's brother and nephew recognised the Bab shortly after him (since they'd take

the third and fourth place).
Also the paragraph claims thatBaha'u'lldh was also in the group. The assertion that either were Letters is contrary tBahd'i accounts.

It is notable that MirzdYahya would have been 12, or perhaps 13 at the declaration of the Béb.

See also

= Mugatta'at, abbreviated letters of the Qur'an
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The Letters of the Living (Arabic: «=adl w99 ,>) was a title
provided by the Bab to the first eighteen disciples of theBabi
dispensation. In some understandings the Bab places himself at the
head of this list (as the first letter). In this article, the former
notation will be used except when specifically said otherwise.
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Mystical meaning of "Letters of the
Living" redit]
One of the Bab's titles was the "Primal Point" (wqti-yi-uld). From

that Point the Letters became manifested. The Bab named the first
eighteen believers in his mission as the Letters of the Living
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(Hurdfu'l-hayy in Arabic). In the Abjad numerals system the letters
of the Arabic alphabet are assigned numerical values. The Arabic
letters h z and y s, which compose the Arabic singular adjective
meaning "living" in the phrase Letters of the Living, add up to 18,
and therefore the phrase Letters of the Livingrefers to the number
18. Interestingly, there is a similar symbolism about the numerical
value of the corresponding Hebrew word in Judaism.

The Bab referred to the 18 Letters of the Living, along with himself,
as the first Vahid of the Bayan Dispensation. The Abjad numerical
value of the word Vahid (»>lg) is 19. The word Vahid means "One"
and is sometimes translated by Shoghi Effendi as "one and the
same". The Bab used this term as a reference to God and his
Manifestations. The Bab revealed an Epistle for Dayyan, "The
Tablet of the Letters". In this Epistle, he refers to Dayyan as the
"Third Letter to believe in Him Whom God shall make manifest"
(ref.: God Passes By, p. 124) [1]d

The Letters [edit

The Letters are listed here in the order given by Nabil in The Dawn-
Breakers (chapter 3, p80), and supported byQatil al-Karbald'i
except where indicated:

Mulld Husayn [edit]
Main article: Mulld Husayn

Muhammad-Hasan Bushru'i [edit]

Muhammad-Hasan Bushrd'i was the second Letter of the Living,
and the brother of Mulld Husayn. He, his sons, Muhammad-Bagqir
Bushru'i, and Mulld Husayn travelled to Shiraz in search of the
Q&'im; where the Bab revealed his message.

He was killed during the Battle of Fort Shaykh Tabarsi. Babis
consider him a martyr.

Muhammad-Baqir Bushra'i [edit]

Muhammad-Béaqir Bushrd'i was the third Letter of the Living, and
the nephew of Mulld Husayn. He and Muhammad-Hasan Bushru'i
(his father) travelled with his uncle Mulla Husayn to Shiraz in
search of the Qa'im where the Bab revealed his message.

He was killed in the fighting at theTabarsi. Babis consider him a
martyr.

Mulla 'Ali Bastami [edit]
Main article: Mulla 'Ali Bastami

This first Babi martyr. See thisé biography by Moojan Momen.
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Mullda Khuda-Bakhsh Quchani [edit]

Later named Mulla "Ali(*)

Mulla Hasan Bajistani [edit]

Mulld Hasan Bajistani was the sixth Letter of the Living. He did not
play a significant role as a Babi and seemed to have expressed his
doubts of the Babs message during a meeting with Baha'u’llah.

It is unlikely he played a significant role in the Azali-Baha'i debate
that followed.
Siyyid Husayn Yazdi [edit]

Siyyid Husayn Yazdi was the seventh Letter of the Living. He is
known as the Bab's amanuensis who shared his imprisonment in
Mah-Ka and then Chihrig. In the story of the Bab's execution, he is
the secretary that the Bab spoke to before being taken away to be
shot.

Siyyid Husayn Yazdi was executed in Tehran in 1852 in the
aftermath on the attempt on the Shah's life.

Mulla Muhammad Rawdih-Khan Yazdi [edit]
Sa’'id Hindi(*) [edit]

Mullda Mahmud Khu'i [edit]

He was killed atTabarsi.

Mulla (‘Abdu'l-)Jalil Uriami (Urdubadi) [edit]

He was killed atTabarsi.

Mulld Ahmad-i-lbdal Maraghi'i [edit]

He was killed atTabarsi.

Mulla Baqir Tabrizi [edit]

Mulld Bagir Tabrizi was the Thirteenth Letter of the Living. He lived
beyond the Bébi uprisings and later became a Baha'i, the only
Letter to do so.

He outlived the other Letters and died inlstanbul in around 1881.

e A tablet written to Mulla Bagir-i-Tabrizid - Translator has
included a short biographical stub

Mulla Yusuf Ardibili(*) [edit]

Mulld Yusuf Ardibili was the fourteenth Letter of the Living.
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He was killed in the fighting at theTabarsi. Babis consider him a
martyr.

e Glossary of the Kitéb-i-igdn# - includes a small biography of
Mulla Yusif-i-Ardibili

Mullda Hadi Qazvini [edit]
Main article: Mulla Hadi-i-Qazvini

Qatil has Mulld Muhammad-i-Mayama'i in his place among the
Letters of the Living.

Mulla Muhammad-"Ali Qazvini [edit]

Tahirih's brother-in-law. Killed at Tabarsi.

Tahirih(*) [edit]
Main article: Tahirih

Quddus [edit]
Main article: Quddus

(*) - Not included in the list provided by Qatil which was created far
earlier. He does not however provide alternatives and leaves the
count at fourteen.

Although the Bab seems to have written a tablet to each of the
letters, the names are not on any of them so the identities cannot
be confirmed.

Polemical claims about the Letters [edit]

The Letters of the Living were all appointed by the Bab in the
period between May 1844, when he first declared his mission and
October 1844 when he set out for his pilgrimage to Mecca.
Individuals such as Mirza Yahyd, Baha'u’lldh, Aqd Sayyid “Ali Arab
and Mulla Rajab "Ali who all became Babis after this period and
could not have been part of the Letters of the Living as has been
claimed in some accounts.
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