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OLIVER
CHAPTER
TWIST.
I.

TREATS OF THE PLACE WHERE OLIVER TWIST WAS BORN, AND OF THE

CIRCUMSTANCES ATTENDING HIS BIRTH.

Among other public buildings in a certain town which for
many reasons it will be prudent to refrain from mentioning, and
to which I will assign no fictitious name, it boasts of one which
is common to most towns, great or small, to wit, a workhouse ;
and in this workhouse was born, on a day and date which I
need not take upon myself to repeat, inasmuch as it can be of
to
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into this world of sorrow and trouble, by the parish surgeon, it
remained a matter of considerable doubt whether the child
would survive to bear any name at all ; in which case it is some
what more than probable that these memoirs would never have
appeared, or, if they had, being comprised within a couple of
pages, that they would have possessed the inestimable merit of
being the most concise and faithful specimen of biography ex- , &.''
tant in the literature of any age or country. Although I am not '
disposed to maintain that the being born in a workhouse is in
itself the most fortunate and enviable circumstance that can
possibly befall a human being, I do mean to say that in this par
ticular instance it was the best thing for Oliver Twist that could
by possibility have occurred. The fact is, that there was consi
derable difficulty in inducing Oliver to take upon himself the
office of respiration,—a troublesome practice, but one which
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being decidedly in favour of the latter. Now, if during this brief
period, Oliver had been surrounded by careful grandmothers,
anxious aunts, experienced nurses, and doctors of profound wis
dom, he would most inevitably and indubitably have been
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by contract, Oliver and nature fought out the point between
them. The result was, that, after a few struggles, Oliver
breathed, sneezed, and proceeded to advertise to the inmates of
the workhouse the fact of a new burden having been imposed
upon the parish, by setting up as loud a cry as could reasonably
have been expected from a male infant who had not been pos
sessed of that very useful appendage, a voice, for a much longer
space of time than three minutes and a quarter.
As Oliver gave this first proof of the free and proper action of
tapfc^<
his lungs, the patch-work coverlet which was carelessly flung
.//over the iron bedstead, rustled ; the paleface of a young female
. u?& p was raised feebly from the pillow ; and a faint voice imperfectly
articulated
The surgeon
the words,
had been
" Letsitting
me seewith
the child,
his face
andturned
die." towards

/

the fire, giving the palms of his hands a warm and a rub alter
nately ; but as the young woman spoke, he rose, and advancing
to the bed's head, said with more kindness than might have been
expected of him—
"Oh, you must not talk about dying yet."
"Lor bless her dear heart, no ! " interposed the nurse, hasti
ly depositing in her pocket a green glass bottle, the contents of
which she had been tasting in a corner with evident satisfaction.
" Lor bless her dear heart, when she has lived as long as I have,
sir, and had thirteen children of her own, and all on 'em dead
except two, and them in the wurkus with me, she 'll know bet
ter than to take on in that way, bless her dear heart ! Think
what
Apparently
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consolatory
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a dear young
of alamb,
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do." pros
pects failed in producing its due effect. The patient shook her
head,
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cold white lips passionately on its forehead, passed her hands
over her face, gazed wildly round, shuddered, fell back—and
< Lw 'i<r died. They chafed her breast* hjands, and temples ; but the blood
had frozen for ever. . They t^Sked of hope and comfort. They
had"Ah,
"It's
beenall
poor
strangers
over,
dear,
Mrs.
too
so Thingummy,"
itlong.
is!" said the
saidnurse,
the surgeon
pickingat up
last.the
cork of the green bottle which had fallen out on the pillow as
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"Poor
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dearif! "the child cries,
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nurse," said the surgeon, putting on his gloves with great deli
beration. "It's very likely it will be troublesome. Give it a
little gruel if it is." He put on his hat, and, pausing by the bed
side on his way to the door, added, "She was a good-looking
girl, too . , where did she come from?"
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"She was brought here last night," replied the old woman,
" by the overseer's order. She was found lying in the street ;—
she had walked some distance, for her shoes were worn to
pieces ; but where she came from, or where she was going to,
nobody
The surgeon
knows." leant over the -body, and raised the left hand, h- J:*-* /
"The old story," he said, shaking his head : " no wedding-ring,
I see. Ah ! good night! " *
The medical gentleman walked away to dinner ; and the nurse,
having once more applied herself to the green bottle, sat down
on a low chair before the fire, and proceeded to dress the
infant.
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formed his only covering, he might have been the child of a
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For the next eight or ten months, Oliver was the victim of
a systematic course of treachery and deception—he was brought \
orphan
up by hand.
was duly
Thereported
hungry and
by the
destitute
workhouse
situation
authorities
of the infant
to the .***
parish authorities. The parish authorities inquired with dignity
of the workhouse authorities, whether there was no female then
domiciled in " the house" who was in a situation to impart to
Oliver Twist the consolation and nourishment of which he stood
in need. The workhouse authorities replied with humility that
there was not. Upon this, the parish authorities magnanimously
and humanely resolved, that Oliver should be " farmed," or, in
other words, that he should be despatched to a branch-work
house some three miles off, where twenty or thirty other juve
nile offenders against the poor-laws rolled about the floor all
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day, without the inconvenience of too much food or too much
/
clothing, under the parental superintendence of an elderly fe:t cdL-Ut male who received the culprits at and for the consideration of
sevenpence-halfpenny per small head per week. Sevenpencehalfpenny's worth per week is a good round diet for a child ; a
great deal may be got for sevenpence-halfpenny—quite enough
to overload its stomach, and make it uncomfortable. The elderly
female was a woman of wisdom and experience ; she knew what
was good for children, and she had a very accurate perception
of what was good for herself. So, she appropriated the greater
Joie^t Part of the weekly stipend to her own use, and consigned the
rising parochial generation to even a shorter allowance than was
, originally provided for them; thereby finding in the lowest
* depth a deeper still, and proving herself a very great experi
mental
Everybody
philosopher.
knows the story of another experimental philo

'
Ijo<ulI

, ./;

> ,.
hi.i t™",(

,
ic-n <«u

sopher, who had a great theory about a horse being able to live
without eating, and who demonstrated it so well, that he got
his own horse down to a straw a day, and would most unqucstionably have rendered him a very spirited and rampacious ani
mal upon nothing at all, if he had not died, just four-and-twenty
hours before he was to have had his first comfortable bait of air.
Unfortunately for the experimental philosophy of the female to
whose protecting care Oliver Twist was delivered over, a similar
result usually attended the operation of her system ; for at the
very moment when a child had contrived to exist upon the
smallest possible portion of the weakest possible food, it did per
versely happen in eight and a half cases out of ten, either that it
sickened from want and cold, or fell into the fire from neglect,
or got smothered by accident; in any one of which cases, the
miserable little being was usually summoned into another world,
and there gathered to the fathers which it had never known in
this.
Occasionally, when there was some more than usually interesting inquest upon a parish child who had been overlooked in
turning up a bedstead, or inadvertently scalded to death when
there happened to be a washing, though the latter accident was
very scarce,—anything approaching to a washing being of rare
occurrence in the farm, — the jury would take it into their heads
to ask troublesome questions, or the parishioners would rebelliously affix their signatures to a remonstrance : but these impertinences were speedily checked by the evidence of the sur
geon, and the testimony of the beadle ; the former of whom had
always opened the body and found nothing inside (which was
very probable indeed), and the latter of whom invariably swore
whatever the parish wanted, which was very self-devotional.
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Besides, the board made periodical pilgrimages to the farm, and
always sent the Beadle the day before, to say they were going.
The children were neat and clean to behold, when they went ;
and what more would the people have ?
It cannot be expected that this system of farming would pro
:'•
ninth
duce any
birth-day
very.extraordinary
found him a or
pale,
luxuriant
thin child,
crop. somewhat
Oliver Twist's
dimi xkt.o
nutive in statme, and decidedly small in circumference. But na
ture
ver's or
breast
inheritance
: it had had
had plenty
implanted
of room
a good
to expand,
sturdy thanks
spirit intoOlithe £t^..i+,
spare diet of the establishment ; and perhaps to this circum
stance may be attributed his having any ninth birth-day at all.
Be this as it may, however, it was his ninth birth-day ; and he
was keeping it in the coal-cellar with a select party of two other
young gentlemen, who, after participating with him in a sound
,
to
threshing,
be hungry,
had when
been locked
Mrs. Mann,
up therein
the for
good
atrociously
lady of presuming
the house, cU '.
beadle
was" unexpectedly
Goodness
striving gracious
to undo
startled
the
! isby
wicket
that
the apparition
you,
of theMr.
garden-gate.
Bumble,
of Mr. Bumble
sir? " said
the

, ,ir.. ;

Mrs.
affected
Mann,
ecstasies
thrusting
of joy,her" head
(Susan,
outtake
of the
Oliver
window
and them
in welltwo
brats up stairs, and wash 'em directly.)—My heart alive ! Mr.
Bumble, how glad I am to see you, sure-ly ! "
Now Mr. Bumble was a fat man, and a choleric one; so,
instead of responding to this open-hearted salutation in a
kindred spirit, he gave the little wicket a tremendous shake, and
then bestowed upon it a kick which could have emanated from ; :.'
no"leg
Lor,
butonly
a beadle's.
think," said Mrs. Mann, running out,—for the
three boys had been removed by this time,—" only think of
that! That I should have forgotten that the gate was bolted
on the inside, on account of them dear children ! Walk in, sir ;
walk
Although
in, pray,
this
Mr.
invitation
Bumble,was
do,accompanied
sir."
with a curtsey that
might have softened the heart of a churchwarden, it by no means
mollified
" Do you
the beadle.
think this respectful or proper conduct, Mrs.
Mann,"
the parish
inquired
officersMr.
a-waiting
Bumble,at grasping
your garden-gate,
his cane,—"to
when keep
they W.j.
chial
come orphans?
here uponAre
porochial
you aware,
business
Mrs.connected
Mann, thatwith
youthe
are,poroas I \
ClfA

may
" I'm
say,sure,
a porochial
Mr. Bumble,
delegate,
thatand
I was
a stipendiary?"
only a-telling one or two
of the dear children as is so fond of you, that it was you
a-coming," replied Mrs. Mann with great humility.
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Mr. Bumble had a great idea of his oratorical powers and his
importance. He had displayed the one, and vindicated the
other.
" Well,
Hewell,
relaxed.
Mrs. Mann," he replied in a calmer tone ; " it
may be as you say; it may be. Lead the way in, Mrs. Mann,
forMrs.
I come
Mann
on business,
ushered the
andbeadle
have got
intosomething
a small *parlour
to say." with a
/brick floor : placed a seat for him, and officiously deposited his
cocked hat and cane on the table before him. Mr. Bumble
wiped from his forehead the perspiration which his walk had
engendered, glanced complacently at the cocked hat, and smiled.
Yes,
" Now
he smiled
don't : you
beadles
be offended
are but men,
at what
andI Mr.
'm a-going
Bumble tosmiled.
say,"

observed Mrs. Mann, with captivating sweetness. "You've
had a long walk, you know, or I wouldn't mention it. Now
will you take a little drop of something, Mr. Bumble?"
" Not a drop—not a drop," said Mr. Bumble, waving his
QruA right hand in a dignified, but still placid manner.
" I think you will," said Mrs. Mann, who had noticed the
tone of the refusal, and the gesture that had accompanied it.
" Just a leetle drop, with a little cold water, and a lump of
sugar."
ftHvii v
Mr.
" What
Now,
Why,
Bumble
just
is
it'sit?"
acoughed.
what
little
inquired
I'm
drop,"
obliged
the
said
beadle.
Mrs.
to keep
Mann
a little
persuasively.
of in the house,

/ to put in the blessed infants' Daffy when they ain't well, Mr.
Bumble," replied Mrs. Mann as she opened a corner cupboard,
and took down a bottle and glass. "It's gin."
" Do you give the children Daffy, Mrs. Mann?" inquired
Bumble,
" Ah, following
bless 'em with
thathis
I do,
eyesdear
the interesting
as it is," replied
process the
ofmixing.
nurse.
" I couldn't see 'em suffer before my very eyes, you know, sir."
" No," said Mr. Bumble approvingly; " no, you could not.
You are a humane woman, Mrs. Mann."—(Here she set down
the glass.)—" I shall take an early opportunity of mentioning it
to the board, Mrs. Mann."—(He drew it towards him.)—" You
feel as a mother, Mrs. Mann."—(He stirred the gin and water.)
—"
and
" I—I
he
Andswallowed
drink
now about
your
halfhealth
business,"
of it. with cheerfulness,
said the beadle,
Mrs.taking
Mann;"—
out a
leathern pocket-book. "The child that was half-baptized,
Oliver
" Bless
Twist,
him!is "nine
interposed
year oldMrs.
to-day."
Mann, inflaming her left eye
, C ; u «v "with
" And
the corner
notwithstanding
of her apron.
a offered reward of ten pound, which
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was
the part
most
afterwards
ofsuperlative,
this parish,"
increased
and,
saidItoBumble,
may
twenty
say,"supernat'ral
pound,—notwithstanding
we have never
exertions
been able
on */ .,.jt , * ./
to discover who is the father, or what is his mother's settle
ment,
Mrs.name,
Mannor
raised
condition."
her hands in astonishment; but added, after
a moment's reflection, " How comes he to have any name at all,
then?"
The beadle drew himself up with great pride, and said, " I
inwented
" You, Mr.
it." Bumble ! "
" I, Mrs. Mann. We name our foundlin's in alphabetical or
—Twist,
der. TheIlast
named
was him.
a S,—Swubble,
The next one
I named
as comes
him. will
Thisbewas
Unwin,
a T,
and the next Vilkins. I have got names ready made to the end
of the alphabet, and all the way through it again, when we
come
"Why,
to Z."you're quite a literary character, sir!" said Mrs.
Mann.
"Well, well," said the beadle, evidently gratified with the
compliment; "perhaps I may be—perhaps I may be, Mrs.
Mann." He finished the gin and water, and added, "Oliver
being now too old to remain here, the Board have determined
to have him back into the house, and I have come out myself to
take
"I'll
himfetch
there,—so
him directly,"
let me see
saidhim
Mrs.
at once."
Mann, leaving the room
for that purpose. And Oliver, having by this time had as much
of the outer coat of dirt, which encrusted his face and hands, re
moved, as could be scrubbed off in one washing, was led into
the room by his benevolent protectress.
Oliver
' ' Makemade
a bow
a to
bow,
thewhich
gentleman,
was divided
Oliver,"
between
said Mrs.
the Mann.
beadle on
the"Will
chair you
and go
thealong
cocked
with
hatme,
on the
Oliver?
table." said Mr. Bumble in a
majestic
Oliver voice.
was about to say that he would go along with anybody
with great readiness, when, glancing upwards, he caught sight
of Mrs. Mann, who had got behind the beadle's chair, and was
shaking her fist at him with a furious countenance. He took the
hint at once, for the fist had been too often impressed upon his
body
"No,
" Will
notshe
she
to be
can't,"
godeeply
withreplied
me
impressed
? " Mr.
inquired
Bumble;
uponpoor
his recollection.
"but
Oliver.she'll come and

seeThis
you was
sometimes."
no very great consolation to the child ; but, young
as he was, he had sense enough to make a feint of feeling great

&

OLIVER TWIST.

regret at going away. It was no very difficult matter for the boy
to call the tears into his eyes. Hunger and recent ill-usage are
great assistants if you want to cry ; and Oliver cried very natu
rally indeed. Mrs. Mann gave him a thousand embraces, and,
what Oliver wanted a great deal more, a piece of bread and
butter, lest he should seem too hungry when he got to the
workhouse. With the slice of bread in his hand, and the little
brown-cloth parish cap upon his head, Oliver was then led away
by Mr. Bumble from the wretched home where one kind word
or look had never lighted the gloom of his infant years. And yet
he burst into an agony of childish grief as the cottage-gate closed
after him. Wretched as were the little companions in misery
he was leaving behind, they were the only friends he had ever
known ; and a sense of his loneliness in, the great wide world
sank
Mr.into
Bumble
the child's
walked
heart
on for
with
the long
first time.
strides, and little Oliver,
/rlR1K.j

.

-firmly grasping his gold-laced cuff, trotted beside him, inquiring
at the end of every quarter of a mile whether they were " nearly
there," to which interrogations Mr. Bumble returned very brief
and snappish replies ; for the temporary blandness which gin
and water awakens in some bosoms had by this time evaporated,
and
Oliver
he was
hadonce
notagain
been a within
beadle. the walls of the workhouse a
quarter of an hour, and had scarcely completed the demolition
of a second slice of bread, when Mr. Bumble, who had handed
him over to the care of an old woman, returned, and, telling
him it was a board night, informed him that the board had said
heNot
was having
to appear
a very
before
clearly
it forthwith.
defined idea of what a live board

/ was, Oliver was rather astounded by this intelligence, and was

not quite certain whether he ought to laugh or cry. He had no
time to think about the matter, however ; for Mr. Bumble gave
him a tap on the head with his cane to wake him up,and another
on the back to make him lively, and, bidding him follow, conduct
ed him into a large whitewashed room where eight or ten fat gen
tlemen were sitting round a table, at the top of which, seated in
an arm-chair rather higher than the rest, was a particularly fat
gentleman
" Bow towith
the board,"
a very round,
said Bumble.
red face.Oliver brushed away two
or three tears that were lingering in his eyes, and seeing no
board
"What's
but the
your
table,
name,
fortunately
boy?" said
bowed
the togentleman
that.
in the high
chair.
Oliver was frightened at the sight of so many gentlemen,
which made him tremble ; and the beadle gave him another tap
behind, which made him cry ; and these two causes made him
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answer in a very low and hesitating voice ; whereupon a gentle
man in a white waistcoat said he was a fool, which was a capital
way
" Boy,"
of raising
said his
thespirits,
gentleman
and putting
in the high
him quite
chair,at" his
listen
ease.
to me.
You
"What's
" The
knowboy
you're
that,
is a sir
fool—I
an ?orphan,
" inquired
thought
I suppose?"
poor
he Oliver.
was," said the gentleman
in the white waistcoat, in a very decided tone. If one member of
a class be blessed with an intuitive perception of others of the
same race, the gentleman in the white waistcoat was unques
tionably well qualified to pronounce an opinion on the matter.
"Hush!" said the gentleman who had spoken first. "You
know you've got no father or mother, and that you are brought
up"by
Yes,
thesir,"
parish,
replied
don't
Oliver,
you? weeping
"
bitterly.
"What are you crying for?" inquired the gentleman in the
white waistcoat. And to be sure it was very extraordinary.
What
gentleman
you,
"I
" Yes,
and
hope
could
take
sir,"
inyou
the
acare
stammered
gruff
say
boy
of voice,
your
be crying
you,
like
the
prayers
"and
boy.
afor
Christian."
pray
? every
The
forgentleman
night,"
the people
said
who
who
another
spoke
feed */ c "
I

last was unconsciously right. It would have been very like a
Christian, and a marvellously good Christian, too, if Oliver had
prayed for the people who fed and took care of him. But he
hadn't, because nobody had taught him.
" Well, you have come here to be educated, and taught a
o'clock,"
useful
"So
Fortrade,"
the
you'll
added
combination
said
begin
thethe
surly
tored-faced
pick
ofone
both
oakum
inthese
the
gentleman
white
to-morrow
blessings
waistcoat.
in the
in morning
the
highone
chair.
simple
at six /*
\ e "*

process of picking oakum, Oliver bowed low by the direction of
the
illustration
on abeadle,
rough hard
of
and
thewas
bed,
tender
then
he sobbed
laws
hurried
ofhimself
this
awayfavoured
toto asleep.
largecountry!—they
What
ward, awhere,
noble ',*?<;<.«
letPoor
the paupers
Oliver !goHe
to little
sleep thought,
!
as he lay sleeping in happy
unconsciousness of all around him, that the board had that very
day arrived at a decision which would exercise the most mate
rial influence over all his future fortunes. But they had. And
this was it : —
The members of this board were very sage, deep, philo
sophical men ; and when they came to turn their attention to
the workhouse, they found out at once, what ordinary folks
would never have discovered,—the poor people liked it! It
was a regular place of public entertainment for the poorer
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classes,—a tavern where there was nothing lo pay,—a public
breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper all the year round,—a brick
and mortar elysium, where it was all play and no work.
" Oho !" said the board, looking very knowing ; " we are the
fellows to set this to rights; we'll stop it all in no time." So,
, they established the rule, that all poor people should have the
aT .tt; . .alternative ( for they would compel nobody, not they ), of being
starved by a gradual process in the house, or by a quick one out
of it. With this view, they contracted with the water-works
to lay on an unlimited supply of water, and with a corn-factor
to supply periodically small quantities of oatmeal ; and issued
three meals of thin gruel a-day, with an onion twice a week,
/uu,v and half a roll on Sundays. They made a great many other
wise and humane regulations having reference to the ladies,
which it is not necessary to repeat ; kindly undertook to divorce
poor married people, in consequence of the great expense of a
suit in Doctors' Commons; and, instead of compelling a man to
support his family as they had theretofore done, took his family
away from him, and made him a bachelor ! There is no telling
how many applicants for relief under these last two heads
would not have started up in all classes of society, if it had
not been coupled with the workhouse. But they were long
headed men, and they had provided for this difficulty. The
relief was inseparable from the workhouse and the gruel, and
that
For
frightened
the first six
people.
months after Oliver Twist was removed, the
system was in full operation. It was rather expensive at first,
in consequence of the increase of the undertaker's bill, and the
necessity of taking in the clothes of all the paupers, which
/ fluttered loosely on their wasted, shrunken forms, after a week
or two's gruel. But the number of workhouse inmates got
thin as well as the paupers, and the board were in ecstasies.
The room in which the boys were fed, was a large stone hall,
liju f< with a copper at one end, out of which the master, dressed in
an apron for the purpose, and assisted by one or two women,
ladled the gruel at meal-times ; of which composition each boy
had one porringer, and no more,—except on festive occasions,
and then he had two ounces and a quarter of bread besides.
The bowls never wanted washing—the boys polished them with
their spoons till they shone again ; and when they had per
formed this operation, ( which never took very long, the spoons
being nearly as large as the bowls,) they would sit staring at
the copper with such eager eyes as if they could devour the very
bricks of which it was composed ; employing themselves mean
while in sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view
/
of catching up any stray splashes of gruel that might have
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been cast thereon. Boys have generally excellent appetites.
Oliver Twist and his companions suffered the tortures of slow
starvation for three months ; at last they got so voracious and
wild with hunger, that one boy, who was tall for his age,
and hadn't been used to that sort of thing, (for his father had
kept a small cook's shop, ) hinted darkly to his companions,
that unless he had another basin of gruel per diem, he was
afraid he should some night eat the boy who slept next him,
who happened to be a weakly youth of tender age. He had a
wild, held
was
hungry
; lotseye,
were
andcast
theywho
implicitly
shouldbelieved
walk uphim.
to the
A council
master \
after supper that evening, and ask for more ; and it fell to Oliver
Twist.
The evening arrived ; the boys took their places ; the master
in his cook's uniform stationed himself at the copper ; his pauper
assistants ranged themselves behind him; the gruel was served
out, and a long grace was said over the short commons. The
gruel disappeared, and the boys whispered each other and
winked
Child as athe Oliver,
was, hewhile
was desperate
his next with
neighbours
hunger nudged
and reckless
him. \
with misery. He rose from the table, and advancing basin and
spoon in hand, to the master, said, somewhat alarmed at his
own
The
" Please,
temerity—
master
sir,was
I want
a fat,some
healthy
more."
man, but he turned very pale.
He gazed in stupified astonishment on the small rebel for some
seconds, and then clung for support to the copper. The assist
ants
pinioned
The
" Please,
What
were
board
master
him
paralysed
! sir,"
" were
in
said
aimed
his
replied
the
sitting
arms,
with
master
a Oliver,
blow
wonder,
and
in solemn
at
shrieked
at"length,
Oliver's
Iand
want
conclave
the
aloud
insome
head
aboys
faint
when
for
more."
with
with
the
voice.
Mr.
beadle.
fear.
theBumble
ladle, ^^^
<, (Ck^aH

rushed into the room in great excitement, and addressing
the gentleman in the high chair, said,—
" Mr. Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir;—Oliver Twist has
asked for more." There was a general start. Horror was de
picted on every countenance.
"For morel" said Mr. Limbkins. " Compose yourself,
Bumble, and answer me distinctly. Do I understand that he
asked for more, after he had eaten the supper allotted by the
dietary
" That
He ?did,
" boysir,"
willreplied
be hung,"
Bumble.
said the gentleman in the white
waistcoat
Nobody; controverted
" I know thatthe
boyprophetic
will be hung."
gentleman's opinion. An
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animated discussion took place. Oliver was ordered into instant
Cn f
confinement ; and a bill was next morning pasted on the outside
* . . of the gate, offering a reward of five pounds to anybody who
would take Oliver Twist off the hands of the parish. In other
words five pounds and Oliver Twist were offered to any man
or woman who wanted an apprentice to any trade, business, or
calling.
" I never was more convinced of anything in my life," said
the gentleman in the white waistcoat, as he knocked at the gate
and read the bill next morning,—" I never was more convinced
of anything in my life, than I am that that boy will come to be
hung."
i 'ZJit. As I purpose to show in the sequel whether the whito-waist, y-. v coated gentleman was right or not, I should perhaps mar the
interest of this narrative, (supposing it to possess any at all,) if
I ventured to hint just yet whether the life of Oliver Twist had
this
RELATES
violent
HOWtermination
OLIVES TWIST
CHAPTER
WAS
or no.
VERY WEAR III.
GETTING A PLACE, WHICH WOULD

NOT HAVE BEEN A SINECURE.

For a week after the commission of the impious and profane
offence of asking for more, Oliver remained a close prisoner in
the dark and solitary room to which he had been consigned by
the wisdom and mercy of the board. It appears, at first sight,
not unreasonable to suppose, that, if he had entertained a be
coming feeling of respect for the prediction of the gentleman in
the white waistcoat, he would have established that sage indi
vidual's prophetic character, once and for ever, by tying one
end of his pocket handkerchief to a hook in the wall, and at
taching himself to the other. To the performance of this feat,
however, there was one obstacle, namely, that pocket-handker
chiefs being decided articles of luxury, had been, for all future
times and ages, removed from the noses of paupers by the ex
press order of the board in council assembled, solemnly given
and pronounced under their hands and seals. There was a still
greater obstacle in Oliver's youth and childishness. He only
cried bitterly all day ; and when the long, dismal night came
on, he spread his little hands before his eyes to shut out the
darkness, and crouching in the corner, tried to sleep : ever and
anon waking with a start and tremble, and drawing himself
closer and closer to the wall, as if to feel even its cold hard sur~
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face were a protection in the gloom and loneliness which sur
rounded
Let it not
him.be supposed by the enemies of " the system," that,
during
the benefit
the of
period
exercise,
of histhe
solitary
pleasure
incarceration,
of society, or
Oliver
the advantages
was denied e^^Wtf-*
of religious consolation. As for exercise, it was nice cold
weather,
Mr.
morning
Bumble,
under
and he
who
the
was
prevented
pump,
allowed
in ahis
to
stone
catching
perform
yard, cold,
his
in the
ablutions
and
presence
caused
every
ofa x^ '
tingling
public
of
thethe
hallcane
warning
where
sensation
; as the
for
and
toboys
society,
example
pervade
dined,
hehis
; was
and
and
frame,
so
carried
there
farbyfrom
sociably
repeated
every
being
other
flogged
applications
denied
day as
into
thea \j*"*-®*
.
/

advantages of religious consolation, he was kicked into the same
apartment every evening at prayer-time, and there permitted
to listen to, and console his mind with, a general supplication
of the boys, containing a special clause therein inserted by au
thority
virtuous,
of contented,
the board, and
in which
obedient,
they and
enjreated
to be guarded
to be made
from
good,
the wc/i^k/
sins and vices of Oliver Twist, whom the supplication distinctly
set forth to be under the exclusive patronage and protection of
the powers of wickedness, and an article direct from the manu
factory
It chanced
of the one
devilmorning,
himself. while Oliver's affairs were in this
auspicious and comfortable state, that Mr. Gamfield, chimney
sweeper, was wending his way a-down the High-street, deeply
cogitating
rears of rent,
in his
for mind
whichhis
hisways
landlord
and had
means
become
of paying
rathercertain
pressing,
ar- \ fc/ "
Mr. Gamfield's most sanguine calculation of funds could not
raise them within full five pounds of the desired amount ; and,
in a species of arithmetical desperation, he was alternately cud
gelling
his eyeshisencountered
brains and his
the donkey,
bill on the
when,
gate.passing the workhouse, \
The
« Wo—o
donkey
!" said
was in
Mr.a state
Gamfield
of profound
to the donkey.
abstraction,—wonder
ing,
soot
cabbage-stalk
with
probably,
which
orwhether
two,
the little
when
hecart
he
washad
was
destined
disposed
laden;toso,
of
bewithout
the
regaled
two noticing.
sacks
with ofa x '^-'
j^

the
generally,
Mr.
word
Gamfield
ofbut
command,
more
growled
particularly
he jogged
a fierceonwards.
on
imprecation
his eyes ;onand,
the running
donkey ^,**s<*
«W)^ ^
after him, bestowed a blow on his head, which would inevitably
have
the bridle,
beatenheingave
any his
skull
jajvbuta asharp
donkey's
Wrench,
; then,
by way
catching
of gentle
holdreof ?,3
\ ,re. ^
minder tljat he was not his own master : and, having by these
means turned him round, he gave him another blow on the
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tXtv.i&v•v head, just to stun him till he came back again ; and, having done
so,The
walked
gentleman
up to the
with
gate
thetowhite
read waistcoat
the bill. was standing at the
gate with his hands behind him, after having delivered himself
of some profound sentiments in the board-room. Having wit
nessed the little dispute between Mr. Gamfield and the donkey,
he smiled joyously when that person came up to read the bill,
for he saw at once that Mr. Gamfield was exactly the sort of
master Oliver Twist wanted. Mr. Gamfield smiled, too, as he
perused the document, for five pounds was just the sum he had
h Chh (A'
beenWishing for ; and, as to the boy with which it was encum
bered, Mr. Gamfield, knowing what the dietary of the work
house was, well knew he would be a nice small pattern, just the
AyAni*c , very thing for register stoves. So he spelt the bill through again,
' Lv^M from beginning to end, and then, touching his fur cap in token
^ of "humility,
This here
accosted
boy, sir,
thewot
gentleman
the parish
in the
wants
whitetowaistcoat.
'prentis," said
Mr. Gamfield.
" Yes, my man," said the gentleman in the white waistcoat,
with
" Ifa the
condescending
parish vouldsmile,
like him
" what
to learn
of him?"
a light pleasant trade,

i

in a good 'spectable chimbley-sweepin' bisness," said Mr. Gam
field, " I wants a 'prentis, and I'm ready to take him."
/ " Walk in," said the gentleman in the white waistcoat.
.t*«•. 1 Mr. Gamfield having lingered behind, to give the donkey an
other blow on the head, and another wrench of the jaw, as a
caution not to run away in his absence, followed the gentleman
with the white waistcoat into the room where Oliver had first
seen him.
f /
again
" It's
Young
stated
a nasty
boys
his trade,"
wish.
have been
saidsmothered
Mr. Limbkins
in chimneys
when Gamfield
before now,"
had
said another gentleman.
'J(#\*. 1 " That's acause they damped the straw afore they lit it in the
chimbley to make 'em come down again," said Gamfield;
^ «"v. « that's all smoke, and no blaze; vereas smoke ain't o'no use at
all in makin' a boy come down, for it only sinds him to sleep,
and that's wot he likes. Boys is wery obstinit, and wery lazy,
gen'lmen, and there's nothink like a good hot blaze to make 'cm
come down vith a run ; it's humane too, gen'lmen, acause, even
if they 've stuck in the chimbley, roastin' their feet makes 'em
struggle
The gentleman
to hextricate
in the
theirselves."
white waistcoat appeared very much
amused by this explanation ; but his mirth was speedily checked
by a look from Mr. Limbkins. The board then proceeded to
converse among themselves for a few minutes, but in so low a

tone, that the words "saving
OUVEUofTWIST.
expenditure," " look well 15
in
the accounts," "have a printed report published," were alone
audible : and they only chanced to be heard on account of their
being
At length
very frequently
the whispering
repeatedceased,
with great
and emphasis.
the members of the
board having resumed their seats and their solemnity, Mr. Limbkins
"We
said,have considered your proposition, and we don't ap
prove
tation
As
" Not
Decidedly
Mr.
of
of it."
at
having
Gamfield
all,"not,"
said
bruised
did
added
thehappen
three
gentleman
the or
other
to four
labour
inmembers.
boys
theunder
white
to death
the
waistcoat.
slight
already,
impuit rnjf>
u.uJL
unlike
circumstance
countable
occurred
their
to
freak,
general
him
ought
taken
that
to
mode
influence
the
it into
of
board
doing
their
their
had
heads
business,
proceedings.
perhaps,
that ifthis
inthey
some
It
extraneous
had
wasunac; very
but ($**.*','
, J./ ' ''

still, as he had no particular wish to revive the rumour, he
twisted
field,
" No,"
Sopausing
you
hisreplied
cap
won't
near
in Mr.
his
let
theme
hands,
Limbkins
door.
haveand
him,
; "walked
atgen'lmen,"
least,
slowly
as it's
said
from
a nasty
Mr.
the Gamtable.
busi

ness, we think you ought to take something less than the pre
mium
Mr. we
Gamfield's
offered."countenance brightened, as, with a quick step
he returned to the table, and said,
" What 'll you give, gen'lmen ? Come, don't be too hard on
a poor man. What 'll you give ? "
kins.
" ITen
should
shillings
say three
too much,"
pound said
ten was
the plenty,"
gentleman
saidinMr.
theLimbwhite
waistcoat.
" Come," said Gamfield; " say four pound, gen'lmen. Say
four pound, and you've got rid of him for good and all.
Therel"
" Three pound ten," repeated Mr. Limbkins, firmly.
" Come, I 'll split the difference, gen'lmen," urged Gamfield.
" Three
" Not apound
farthing
fifteen."
more," was the firm reply of Mr. Limbkins.
" You 're desp'rate hard upon me, gen'lmen," said Gamfield,
wavering.
"Pooh! pooh! nonsense!" said the gentleman in the white **« '•" ' *' ^
waistcoat. " He 'd be cheap with nothing at all, as a premium.
Take him, you silly fellow! He's just the boy for you. He
wants the stick now and then ; it 'll do him good ; and his board
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needn't come very expensive, for he hasn't been overfed since
he
and,
smile
Mr.
was
observing
himself.
Gamfield
born. Ha!
The
agave
smile
ha
bargain
an
! on
ha!
arch
all
was
" look
ofmade,
them,
at the
and
gradually
faces
Mr.round
Bumble
broke
thewas
into
table,
ata

C*»^-,«t :'once instructed that Oliver Twist and his indentures were to be
c»»*.'£ conveyed before the magistrate for signature and approval that
' very
In afternoon.
pursuance of this determination, little Oliver, to his exces!<n^LJ^- srve astonishment, was released from bondage, and ordered to
put himself into a clean shirt. He had hardly achieved this very
unusual gymnastic performance, when Mr. Bumble brought
him with his own hands a basin of gruel , and the holiday al
lowance of two ounces and a quarter of bread ; at sight of which
Oliver began to cry very piteously, thinking , not unnaturally,
that the board must have determined to kill him for some useful
purpose, or they never would have begun to fatten him up in
this way.
" Don't make your eyes red, Oliver, but eat your food and
be thankful," said Mr. Bumble, in a tone ofimpressive pomposity,
" You
"" A.
Yes,
'prentice,
're Oliver,"
a-goingsirto
said
! "besaid
Mr.
made
the
Bumble.
achild,
'prentice
trembling.
" The
of, Oliver."
kind and blessed
gentlemen which is so many parents to you, Oliver, when you
have none of your own, are a-going to 'prentice you, and to set
you up in life, and make a man of you, although the expense to
seventy
the parish
shillin's!—one
is three pound
hundred
ten ! —and
three
forty
pound
sixpences?—and
ten , Oliver ! all
—
,<uwf.t forAsa naughty
Mr. Bumble
orphan
paused
whichtonobody
take breath
can't love."
after delivering this
address in an awful voice, the tears rolled down the poor child's
face,
" Come,"
and he said
sobbed
Mr.bitterly.
Bumble, somewhat less pompously, for it
was gratifying to his feelings to observe the effect his eloquence
had produced, " come, Oliver, wipe your eyes with the cuffs
of your jacket, and don't cry into your gruel ; that's a very
foolish action, Oliver." It certainly was, for there was quite
enough
On their
waterway
in ittoalready.
the magistrate's, Mr. Bumble instructed
Oliver that all he would have to do, would be to look very happy,
and
prenticed,
say, when
that he
theshould
gentleman
like itasked
very much
him ifindeed
he wanted
; bothtoofwhich
be ap-injunctions Oliver promised to obey, the rather as Mr. Bumble
threw in a gentle hint, that if he failed in either particular, there
was no telling what would be done to him. When they arrived
at the office, he was shut up in a little room by himself, and
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admonished by Mr. Bumble to stay there until he came back to
fetch
There
him.the boy remained with a palpitating heart for half an
head,
hour,
" Now,
unadorned
at theOliver,
expiration
with
my the
dear,
of which
cocked
cometime
hat,
to the
Mr.
andgentleman."
Bumble
said aloud,
thrustAsinMr.
his ] <r»«*~**"«

Bumble said this, he put on a grim and threatening look, and
added
Oliver
in stared
low voice,
innocently
" Mindinwhat
Mr. Bumble's
I told you,face
youat young
this somewhat
rascal."
contradictory style of address ; but that gentleman prevented his
offering any remark thereupon, by leading him at once into an
adjoining room, the door of which was open. It was a large
room with a great window, and behind a desk sat two old
gentlemen with powdered heads, one of whom was reading
the newspaper, while the other was perusing, with the aid of a
pair of tortoise-shell spectacles, a small piece of parchment
which lay before him. Mr. Limbkins was standing in front of the
face,
desk on
on the
oneother,
side, while
and Mr.
twoGamfield,
or three bluff-looking
with a partially
men washed
in top- <j^'<.
^
boots
Thewere
old lounging
gentlemanabout.
with the spectacles gradually dozed off r4','
jU'fv^^
"/,
over the little bit of parchment, and there was a short pause,
after Oliver had been stationed by Mr. Bumble in front of the
desk.
The
" This
oldisgentleman
the boy, your
whoworship,"
was reading
saidthe
Mr.newspaper,
Bumble. raised
his head for a moment, and pulled the other old gentleman
by the sleeve, whereupon the last-mentioned old gentleman
woke
""This
Oh,
up.isisthis
him,
the boy?"
sir," replied
said theMr.
old gentleman..
Bumble. " Bow to the
magistrate,
Oliver roused
my dear."
himself, and made his best obeisance. He had
been wondering, with his eyes fixed on the magistrates' powder,
whether all boards were born with that white stuff on their heads,
and were boards from thenceforth on that account.
" Well," said the old gentleman, " I suppose he's fond of
chimney-sweeping? "
"He dotes on it, your worship," replied Bumble, giving
Oliver a sly pinch , to intimate that he had better not say he
didn't.
" And he will be a sweep, will he?" inquired the old gentle
man.
" If we was to bind him to any other trade to-morrow, he'd
run" away
And this
simultaneously,
man that 's to
your
be worship,"
his master,—you,
replied Bumble.
Sir,—you "II
2

US

olivi:r twist.

treat him well, and feed him, and do all that sort of thing,—will
you?"
" When
said Ithe
says
oldI gentleman.
will, I means I will," replied Mr. Gamfield
/^^oggedly.
.' " You 're a rough speaker, my friend, but you look an honest,
open-hearted man," said the old gentleman, turning his spec
tacles in the direction of the candidate for Oliver's premium ,
whose villanous countenance was a regular stamped receipt for
cruelty. But the magistrate was half blind and half childish , so
he couldn't reasonably be expected to discern what other people
, ' ... did.
e , t.' $,v:'t " I have
hope no
I am,
doubt
sir,"you
saidare,
Mr.my
Gamfield
friend," with
replied
an the
uglyold
leer.
gentle
man, fixing his spectacles more firmly on his nose, and looking
about
It was
himthe
for critical
the inkstand.
moment of Oliver's fate. If the inkstand
had been where the old gentleman thought it was, he would
have dipped his pen into it and signed the indentures, and Oli
ver would have been straightway hurried off. But as it chanced
to be immediately under his nose, it followed as a matter of
course that he looked all over his desk for it, without finding it ;
and happening in the course of this search tolook straight before
him, his gaze encountered the pale and terrified face of Oliver
Twist, who, despite all the admonitory looks and pinches of
Bumble, was regarding the very repulsive countenance of his
future master with a mingled expression of horror and fear,
j tooThe
palpable
old gentleman
to be mistaken
stopped,
evenlaid
by adown
half-blind
his pen,
magistrate.
and looked
from Oliver to Mr. Limbkins, who attempted to take snuff
with
"My
a cheerful
boy," said
andtheunconcerned
old gentleman,
aspect.
leaning over the desk.
Oliver started at the sound,—he might be excused for doing
so, for the words were kindly said, and strange sounds fright
en "My
one. He
boy,"
trembled
said the
violently,
old gentleman,
and burst"you
into look
tears. pale and
alarmed.
"Stand What
a littleis away
the matter?"
from him, beadle," said the other
magistrate, laying aside the paper, and leaning forward with
an expression of interest. "Now, boy, tell us what's the
matter:
Oliver don't
fell onbehis
afraid,"
knees, and, clasping his hands together,
—rather
prayed
that
"Well!"
they
that
than
would
they
said
send
starve
would
Mr.
him Bumble,
him—beat
away
order with
him
raising
him—kill
that
backhis
dreadful
tohands
him
the ifman.
dark
and
they
eyes
room,—
pleased
with

most impressive solemnity,—" Well ! of all the artful and de-
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signing orphans that ever I see, Oliver, you are one of the most
bare^facedest."
" Hold your tongue, beadle," said the second old gentleman,
when Mr. Bumble had given vent to this compound adjective.
"I begyourworship'spardon,"said Mr. Bumble, incredulous
of Mr.
"Yes—
his having
Bumble
holdheard
your
wasaright,—"
tongue."
stupified with
did your
astonishment.
worship speak
A beadle
tome?or"

L.
H

Tow./.

dered
Thetooldhold
gentleman
his tongue
in !the
A moral
tortoise-shell
revolution
spectacles
!
looked at
his companion, he nodded significantly.
w/tp« *'.'.*'
"We refuse to sanction these indentures," said the old gen
tleman,
"I hope,"
tossingstammered
aside the piece
Mr. Limbkins,—"
of parchment as
I hope
he spoke.
the magis
trates will not form the opinion that the authorities have been
guilty of any improper conduct, on the unsupported testimony
of "The
a meremagistrates
child."
are not called upon to pronounce any opi
nion on the matter," said the second old gentleman sharply.
"Take the boy back to the workhouse, and treat him kindly.
HeThat
seems
same
to evening
want it."
the gentleman in the white waistcoat most
positively and decidedly affirmed, not only that Oliver would be
hung, but that he would be drawn and quartered into the bar
gain. Mr. Bumble shook his head with gloomy mystery, and
said
field he
replied,
wishedthat
he might
he wished
comehetomight
good ;come
whereunto
to him, Mr.
which,
Gamal
though he agreed with the beadle in most matters, would seem
to The
be a nest
wish morning
of a totally
theopposite
public were
description.
once more informed that
Oliver Twist was again to let, and that five pounds would be
paid to anybody who would
CHAPTER
take possession
IV.
of him.

In great families, when an advantageous place cannot be

OUTER, BEING OFFERED ANOTHER PLACE, MAKES HIS FIRST ENTRY INTO PUBLIC LIFE.

obtained, either in possession, reversion, remainder, or expec
tancy, for the young man who is growing up, it is a very gene
ral custom to send him to sea. The board, in imitation of so
wise and salutary an example, took counsel together on the
expediency of shipping off Oliver Twist in some small trading
vessel bound to a good unhealthy port, which suggested itself
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as the very best thing that could possibly be done with him; the
/ probability being, that the skipper would either flog him to death
jv^wt«^ in a playful mood some day after dinner, or knock his brains
out with an iron bar,—both pastimes being, as is pretty generally
known, very favourite and common recreations among gentle
men of that class. The more the case persented itself to the
l(u.r; board in this point of view, the more manifold the advantages of
the step appeared ; so they came to the conclusion, that the only
way of providing for Oliver effectually, was to send him to sea
without
Mr. Bumble
delay. had been despatched to make various prelimi
nary inquiries, with the view of finding out some captain or
other who wanted a cabin-boy without any friends ; and was
returning to the workhouse to communicate the result of his
mission, when he encountered just at the gate no less a person
than Mr. Sowerberry, the parochial undertaker.
puu«r^c. Mr. Sowerberry was a tall, gaunt, large-jointed man, attired
,ui in a suit of thread-bare black, with darned cotton stockings of
the same colour, and shoes to answer. His features were not
naturally intended to wear a smiling aspect, but he was in gene
r«'
ral rather given to professional jocosity ; his step was elastic, and
his face betokened inward pleasantry, as he advanced to Mr.
Bumble
" I have
andtaken
shookthe
him
measure
cordially
of the
by the
twohand.
women that died last
night, Mr. Bumble," said the undertaker.
"You'll make your fortune, Mr. Sowerberry," said the
beadle, as he thrust his thumb and forefinger into the proffered
snuff-box of the undertaker, which was an ingenious little mocjtACn^a ^l 0f a patent coffin. " I say you'll make your fortune, Mr.
Sowerberry," repeated Mr. Bumble, tapping the undertaker
on"Think
the shoulder
so?" insaid
a friendly
the undertaker
manner with
in ahis
lone
cane.
which half ad
mitted and half disputed the probability of the event. " The
prices
" Soallowed
are thebycoffins,"
the board
replied
are very
the small,
beadle,Mr.with
Bumble."
precisely as
near
Mr.an Sowerberry
approach to awas
laugh
much
as a great
tickledofficial
at this,
ought
as toofindulge
course in.
he
ought to be, and laughed a long time without cessation. "Well,
well, Mr. Bumble," he said at length, " there's no denying that
since the new system of feeding has come in, the coffins are
g^i something narrower and more shallow than they used to be ;
but we must have some profit, Mr. Bumble, Well-seasoned
foktU'Jwfr timber is an expensive article, sir ; and all the iron handles come
by"canal
Well,from
well,"
Birmingham."
said Mr. Bumble, " every trade has its draw
backs, and a fair profit is of course allowable."
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"Of course, of course," replied tbe undertaker ; "and if I
make
don't
""Though
Just
itget
up
so,"
ainIprofit
the
said
must
long
Mr.
upon
say,"—continued
run,
Bumble.
this
youorsee—he
that the
particular
! he
undertaker,
! he !article,
" resuming
why, I \

the current of observations which the beadle had interrupted,— , ^
" though I must say, Mr. Bumble, that I have to contend against"^'i«
one very great disadvantage, which is, that all the stout people
go
when
ter off
off,they
the
andquickest—I
come
have into
paid the
rates
mean
house
for
thatmany
; the
andpeople
years,
let mewho
are
tell you,
have
the first
Mr.
been
toBum
sink
bet- v\
ble, that three or four inches over one's calculation makes a
great hole in one's profits, especially when one has a family to
provide
As Mr,for,
Sowerberry
sir."
said this, with the becoming indignation
of an ill-used man, and as Mr. Bumble felt that it rather tended
to convey a reflection on the honour of the parish, the latter gen
tleman thought it advisable to change the subject; and Oliver
Twist
" Bybeing
the bye,"
uppermost
said Mr.
in Bumble,
his mind,"you
he made
don'thim
know
his anybody
theme.
who wants a boy, do you —a porochial 'prentis, who is at pre
sent a dead-weight—a millstone, as I may say—round the poro
chial throat ? Liberal terms, Mr. Sowerberry—liberal terms ;"
—and, as Mr. Bumble spoke, he raised his cane to the bill above
gilt-edged
which
him,
"Gadso!"
and
were
gave
lappel
printed
said
three
of the
his
distinct
thereon
official
undertaker,
raps
incoat
Roman
upon
; taking
" that's
the
capitals
words"
Mr.
justof
Bumble
the
five
gigantic
very
pounds,"
bything
size.
the \«"*'*Vr^
v4 t iw/

Twanted to speak to you about. You know—dear me, what a
very elegant button this is, Mr. Bumble ; I never noticed it
before."
"Yes, I think it is rather pretty," said the beadle, glancing
proudly
lished
the Good
hisdownwards
coat.
Samaritan
" The
athealing
die
the islarge
the
thesame
brass
sick as
and
buttons
thebruised
porochial
which
man.embelseal,—
The ii*~t«v.
«ttWt.

board presented it to me on New-year's morning, Mr. Sower
berry. I put it on, I remember, for the first time, to attend the
inquest on that reduced tradesman who died in a doorway at
midnight."
"I recollect," said the undertaker. "The jury brought in,
' Died from exposure to the cold, and want of the common neces
saries
taker,
Mr.
"And
of
"Bumble
by
life,'—didn't
they
adding
made
nodded.
some
it they
aspecial
words
? " to
verdict,
the effect,
Ithink,"
that said
if thetherelieving
under- ft
ty^*.^
^f ^ r

officer had

"
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"Tush— foolery I" interposed the beadle angrily. "If the
board attended to all the nonsense that ignorant jurymen talk,
they'd have enough to do."
""Juries,"
Very true,"
saidsaid
Mr.the
Bumble,
undertaker
grasping
; "they
his cane
wouldtightly,
indeed."
as was
his wont when working into a passion,—"juries is ineddicated,
tc^ryj«^ vulgar,
""They
So they
grovelling
haven't
are," said
wretches."
no the
more
undertaker.
philosophy nor political economy

/ about 'em than that," said the beadle , snapping his fingers con
temptuously.
"So
""INo
And
despise
do
more
I I,"
only
they
'em,"
rejoined
wish
have,"
said
wethe
the
'dacquiesced
undertaker.
abeadle,
jury ofgrowing
the
the independent
undertaker.
very red in
sort
theinface.
the

^
cdi.r^

house for a week or two," said the beadle; "the rules and
regulations of the board would soon bring their spirit down for
them."
" Let 'em alone for that," replied the undertaker. So saying,
he smiled approvingly to calm the rising wrath of the indignant
parish
Mr. officer.
Bumble lifted off his cocked hat, took a handkerchief
from the inside of the crown, wiped from his forehead the
perspiration which his rage had engendered, fixed the coeked
hat on again; and, turning to the undertaker, said in a calmer
voice,
" Oh
Well
! "; replied
what about
the undertaker
the boy? "; " why, you know, Mr. Bumble,

iWl

I pay
" Hem
Well,"
a good
I " replied
said
dealMr.
towards
theBumble.
undertaker,
the poor's
" Well
" Irates."
?was
" thinking that if I pay
so much towards 'em, I 've a right to get as much out of 'em
as I can, Mr. Bumble; and so—and so—I think I 'll take the boy
myself."
Mr. Bumble grasped the undertaker by the arm, and led him
into the building. Mr. Sowerberry was closeted with the board
for five minutes, and it was arranged that Oliver should go to
him that evening " upon liking,"— a phrase which means, in
the case of a parish apprentice, that if the master find, upon a
short trial, that he can get enough work out of a boy without
putting too much food in him, he shall have him for a term of
years,
When
to do
little
what
Oliver
he likes
was with.
taken before "the gentlemen" that
evening, and informed that he was to go that night as general
house-lad to a coffin-maker's, and that if he complained of his
situation, or ever came back to the parish again, he would be
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sent to sea, there to be drowned, or knocked on the head, as the
case might be, he evinced so little emotion, that they by common
consent
Mr.
in
andNow,
thehorror
Bumble
world,
pronounced
although
atto
should
the
remove
smallest
it was
feel
himhim
very
ina atokens
hardened
forthwith.
great
natural
of
state
that
want
young
ofthe
virtuous
ofrascal,
board,
feeling
astonishment
and
ofonallordered
the
people
part se""*""'**.
\

of anybody, they were rather out in this particular instance.
The simple fact was, that Oliver, instead of possessing too little
feeling, possessed rather too much, and was in a fair way of
being
by thereduced
ill usage
to ahestate
hadofreceived.
brutal stupidity
He heard
and sullenness
the news for
of life
his*
destination in perfect silence, and, having had his luggage put
into his hand,— which was not very difficult to carry, inasmuch
as it was all comprised within the limits of a brown paper parcel,
about half a foot square by three inches deep,—he pulled his
cap over his eyes, and once more attaching himself to Mr. Bumble's
coat cuff, was led away by that dignitary to a new scene of
suffering.
For some time Mr. Bumble drew Oliver along without notice
or remark, for the beadle carried his head very erect, as a
beadle always should; and, it being a windy day, little Oliver
their
was
as
waistcoat
they
completely
destination,
blew
andopen,
drab
enshrouded
however,
and
plushdisclosed
knee-breeches.
Mr.
by the
Bumble
to skirts
greatthought
advantage
of
As Mr.
theyitBumble's
drew
expedient
his near
flapped
coat
to \*«**."A
/""^^

look down and see that the boy was in good order for inspection
by his new master, which he accordingly did, with a fit and
becoming
the
a tear
"Although
back
Pull
Yes,
Oliver
in that
sir,"
of
them
air
! "his
Oliver
cap
of
said
replied
unoccupied
when
gracious
off
Mr.
did
ofOliver,
he
Bumble.
your
aslooked
patronage.
hehand
eyes,
inwas
aup
briskly
low,
and
desired
at tremulous
hold
hisacross
conductor.
atuponce,
your
hisvoice.
eyes,
and
head,
As
passed
hesir."
Mr.
left f**~f ,'

Bumble gazed sternly upon him, it rolled down his cheek. ' It
was followed by another, and another. The child made a
strong effort, but it was an unsuccessful one ; and, withdrawing
his other hand from Mr. Bumble's, he covered his face with
both, and wept till the tears sprung out from between his thin
and" bony
Well fingers.
! " exclaimed Mr. Bumble, stopping short, and darting
at his little charge a look of intense malignity,—" well, of all
the ungratefullest and worst-disposed boys as ever I see, Oliver,
you are the
"
• ^^/^
" No, no, sir," sobbed Oliver, clinging to the hand which UurlUwj~
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held the well-known cane ; " no, no, sir ; I will be good indeed ;
indeed, indeed I will, sir ! I am a very little boy, sir ; and it is
so—so—"
•u
"So what?" inquired Mr. Bumble in amazement.
f"
" So lonely, sir—so very lonely," cried the child. " EveryQtm- body hates me. Oh! sir, don't, don't pray be cross to me."
The child beat his hand upon his heart, and looked into his
some
companion's
Mr. astonishment
Bumbleface
regarded
with
fortears
aOliver's
fewof seconds,
real
piteous
agony.
hemmed
and helpless
threelook
or with
four
/ times
in
good
" that
silence.
boy
introublesome
a; husky
and, once
manner,
cough,"
moreand,
taking
bidafter
Oliver
hismuttering
hand,
drywalked
hissomething
eyes
on and
withabout
be
hima

^£d$ was
The
making
undertaker
some entries
had justinput
his up
day-book
the shutters
by theoflight
his shop,
of a most
and
/tv*< appropriately
" Aha!" said
dismal
the undertaker,
candle, whenlooking
Mr. Bumble
up from
entered.
the book, and
pausing
" No one
in the
else,
middle
Mr. Sowerberry,"
of a word; " replied
is that you
the Bumble?"
beadle. " Here,
Sowerberry
candle
I rve
Mrs.
"Oh!
brought
above
Sowerberry
that! the
will
his
's the
boy."
head
you
emerged
boy,
come
toOliver
isget
it?"
here
from
a made
said
full
a amoment
little
glimpse
the
a bow.
undertaker,
room
my
of dear
behind
Oliver.
? "raising
the"shop,
Mrs.
the

/ and presented the form of a short, thin, squeezed-up woman,
.^^with
boy
again.
" My
Why,
Dear
from
a vixenish
dear,"
me
the
he !"is
workhouse
said
said
countenance.
rather
Mr.
thesmall,"
Sowerberry,
undertaker's
that replied
I told deferentially,
wife,
you
Mr. of."
Bumble,
" he'sOliver
very
" looking
thissmall."
bowed
is the
at

q '«J

Oliver as if it were his fault that he was no bigger ; " he is small,
—there 's no denying it. But he 'll grow, Mrs. Sowerberry,—
he'll grow."
tm*is**^ " Ah ! I dare say he will," replied the lady pettishly, " on our
J^vus I;
however,
victuals
for they
and
men
our
always
always
drink.
cost
think
I more
see
they
noto
know
saving
keepbest.
inthan
parish
There,
they're
children,
getworth
down
not:

«4 . «w/«

/stairs, little bag o' bones." With this, the undertaker's wife
stairs
to
opened
the into
coal-cellar,
a side
a stone
door,
and
cell,
and
denominated
damp
pushed
and Oliver
dark,
" theforming
down
kitchen,"
a steep
thewherein
ante-room
flight sat
of

.fj^, i very
a slatternly
" Here,
muchCharlotte,"
out
girlof
inrepair.
shoessaid
down
Mrs.
at heel,
Sowerberry,
and bluewho
worsted
hadstockings
followed
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Oliver down, " give this boy some of the cold bits that were put
by for Trip : he hasn't come home since the morning, so he may
go without 'em. I dare say he isn't too dainty to eat 'em,—are
you,
Oliver,
boy?"whose eyes had glistened at the mention of meat, and
who was trembling with eagerness to devour it, replied in the
before
negative;
I wish
him.
some
and well-fed
a plateful
philosopher,
of coarsewhose
broken
meat
victuals
and drink
wasturn
set f***/'

to gall within him, whose blood is ice, and whose heart is iron,
could have seen Oliver Twist clutching at the dainty viands that
the dog had neglected, and witnessed the horrible avidity with
which he tore the bits asunder with all the ferocity of famine •.—
there is only one thing I should like better, and that would be to
see him making the same sort of meal himself, with the same
-+
relish.
V*
" Well," said the undertaker's wife, when Oliver had finished
his supper, which she had regarded in silent horror, and with
fearful
Thereauguries
being nothing
of his future
eatable
appetite,
within his
"have
reach,
youOliver
done?"replied
in "Then
the affirmative.
come with me," said Mrs. Sowerberry, taking up a
under
dim and
thedirty
counter.
lamp, You
and leading
won't mind
the way
sleeping
up stairs
among
; "the
your
coffins,
bed's ±°~^
I suppose !—but it doesn't much matter whether you will or not,
for you won't sleep anywhere else. Come ; don't keep me here
tress.
allOliver
night."lingered no longer,
'CHAPTER
but meekly
V. followed his new mis- g^
, .

OLIVER MINGLES W1TII NEW ASSOCIATES, AND, GOING TO A FUNERAL FOR THE FIRST i

TIME, FORMS AN UNFAVOURABLE NOTION OF HIS MASTER'S BUSINESS.

Oliver, being left to himself in the undertaker's shop, set
the lamp down on a workman's bench, and gazed timidly about
him with a feeling of awe and dread, which many people a good
deal older than he was will be at no loss to understand. An unfi
nished coffin on black tressels, which stood in the middle of the
shop, looked so gloomy and death-like that a cold tremble came
over him every time his eyes wandered in the direction of the
dismal object, from which healmost expected to See some frightful
form slowly rear its head to drive him mad with terror. Against
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the wail were ranged in regular array a long row of elm boards
shouldered
cut into the ghosts
same shape,
with their
and looking
hands inin their
the dim
breeches-pockets.
light like high-

/ Coffin-plates, elm^chips, bright-headed nails, and shreds of
black cloth, lay scattered on the floor; and the wall behind the
counter was ornamented with a lively representation of two
'ui^l /mutes in very stiff neckcloths, on duty at a large private door,
<x^fuWU w'lh a hearse drawn by four black steeds approaching in the dis
tance. The shop was close and hot, and the atmosphere seemed
.u^Jx. tainted with the smell of coffins. The recess beneath the
counter in which his flock mattress was thrust, looked like a
grave.'
Nor were these the only dismal feelings which depressed Oliver.
p&»ic He was alone in a strange place ; and we all know how chilled
and desolate the best of us will sometimes feel in such a situation.
The boy had no friends to care for, or to care for him. The re
gret of no recent separation was fresh in his mind ; the absence
of no loved and well-remembered face sunk heavily into his heart.
But his heart was heavy, notwithstanding; and he wished, as
,, he crept into his narrow bed, that that were his coffin, and that
Oioucid he could be laid in a calm and lasting sleep in the churchyard
ground, with the tall grass waving gently above his head, and the
sound
twenty-five
outside
clothes,
Oliver
ofof
was
was
thethe
times;
old
repeated
awakened
shop-door,
deepand,
bell
in in
when
an
towhich
the
soothe
angry
morning
hebefore
began
and
him in
impetuous
by
he
tohisacould
undo
loud
sleep.the
huddle
kicking
manner
chain,
on
at
about
the
his

u -Un<kM f;Jegs
" left
Open
offthe
their
door,
volleys,
will yer?"
and a cried
voice the
began.
voice which belonged to
the legs which had kicked at the door.
"I will directly, sir," replied Oliver, undoing the chain, and
turning
" I suppose
the key.
yer the new boy, a'n't yer ? " said the voice, through
the""Yes,
keyHowhole.
sir,"
old are
replied
yer ? "Oliver.
inquired the voice.

"Ten, sir," replied Oliver.
"Then I'll whop yer when I get in," said the voice ; "you
/. <A ;J; ; just see if I don't, that's all, my work'us brat!" and having
made
Oliver
thishad
obliging
been promise,
too often the
subjected
voice began
to theto process
whistle. to which
/

the very expressive monosyllable just recorded, bears reference,
to entertain the smallest doubt that the owner of the voice,
' 'J] ..whoever he might be, would redeem his pledge most honour
<'->;
ably. He drew back the bolts with a trembling hand, and opened
the door.
. .
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For a second or two Oliver glanced up the street, and down
the street, and over the way, impressed with the belief that the
unknown, who had addressed him through the key-hole, had
walked a few paces off to warm himself, for nobody did he see
but
eating
a big
a slice
charity
of bred
boyand
sitting
butter,
on which
a postheincut
front
intoofwedges,
the house,
the iMt,ysize of his mouth, with a clasp-knife, and then consumed with
great dexterity.
"I beg your pardon, sir," said Oliver, at length : seeing that
noAt
"other
IDid
this
kicked,"
you
visitor
the want
charity-boy
replied
made
a coffin,
the
his looked
charity-boy.
appearance
sir?" monstrous
inquired
; " did
Oliver,
fierce,
you knock?"
innocently.
and said that

Oliver would stand in need of one before long, if he cut jokes
with
" Yer
his don't
superiors
know
in that
who way.
I am, I suppose, Work'us?" said the
charity-boy, in continuation; descending from the top of the
post,
"I'm
" No,
meanwhile,
sir,"
Mister
rejoined
Noah
with edifying
Oliver.
Claypole,"
gravity.
said the charity-boy, " and

you 're under me. Take down the shutters, yer idle young ruf
fian!" With this, Mr. Claypole administered a kick to Oliver,
and entered the shop with a dignified air, which did him great
credit. It is difficult for a large-headed , small-eyed youth , of
lumbering
any circumstances
make and
; but
heavy
it is more
countenance,
especiallytoso,
look
when
dignified
superadded
under H'u-i
to these personal attractions, are a red nose and yellow smalls.
first
glass
Oliver
one
in his
to
having
aefforts
small
taken
court
to stagger
down
at the
the
away
side
shutters,
of
beneath
the and
house
the
broken
in
weight
which
a pane
ofthey
the
of <c^-tv**'*
Un.<<(c *

were kept during the day, was graciously assisted by Noah,
who, having consoled him with the assurance that " he 'd catch
it," condescended to help him. Mr. Sowerberry came down soon
after, and, shortly afterwards, Mrs. Sowerberry appeared; and
Oliver
followed
" Come
having
that
near
young
"caught
the fire,
gentleman
Noah,"
it," in down
fulfilment
said Charlotte.
stairs
of toNoah's
breakfast.
" I saved
prediction,
a nice \
little piece of bacon for you from master's breakfast. Oliver, shut
that door at Mister Noah's back, and take them bits that I 've
put out on the cover of the bread-pan. There 's your tea ; take
it away to that box, and drink it there, and make haste, for
.
are
they
""Lor,
"Let
! D'
'llWhy
want
yehim
Noah!"
hear,
don't
you
alone!"
Work'us?
toyou
said
mind
let
said
Charlotte,
the
the
" Noah.
said
boy
shop.
Noah
alone?"
"what
"D'Why
Claypole.
ye hear
aeverybody
rum
? " creature
lets him
you l' ^^
\ <
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alone enough, for the matter of that. Neither his father nor
Sju Tni
mother will ever interfere with him ; all his relations let him have
his own way pretty well. Eh, Charlotte? He ! he ! he! "
'.S.^tjv&
"Oh, you queer soul ! " said Charlotte, bursting into a hearty
laugh, in which she was joined by Noah; after which they both
looked scornfully at poor Oliver Twist, as he sat shivering upon
the box in the coldest corner of the room, and ate the stale pieces
which
Noahhad
wasbeen
a charity-boy,
specially reserved
but notfora workhouse
him.
orphan. No
chance-child was he, for he could trace his genealogy all the way
back to his parents, who lived hard by; his mother being a
washerwoman, and his father a drunken soldier, discharged
with a wooden leg and a diurnal pension of twopence-halfpenny
and an unstateable fraction. The shop-boys in the neighbourhood
had long been in the habit of branding Noah in the public streets
with the ignominious epithets of " leathers," "charity," and
the like ; and Noah had borne them without reply. But now that
fortune had cast in his way a nameless orphan, at whom even
the meanest could point the finger of scorn, he retorted on him
with interest. This affords charming food for contemplation.
It shows us what a beautiful thing human nature sometimes is,
and how impartially the same amiable qualities are developed in
theOliver
finest had
lord been
and the
sojourning
dirtiest charity-boy.
at the undertaker's some three
weeks or a month, and Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry, the shop
being shut up, were taking their supper in the little back-par
lour, when Mr. Sowerberry, after several deferential glances at
his" wife,
My dear—"
said,
He was going to say more; but Mrs. SowerI'l/nj.suil berry looking up with a peculiarly unpropitious aspect, he
stopped short.
" Nothing,
Not
Well!
Ugh,atyou
" all,
said
my
brute
my
Mrs.
dear,
! "Sowerberry,
dear,"
said
nothing,"
said
Mrs. Mr.
Sowerberry.
said
sharply.
Sowerberry
Mr. Sowerberry.
humbly. " I

thought you didn't want to hear, my dear. I was only going to
say" Oh,"don't tell me what you were going to say," interposed
Mrs. Sowerberry. " I am nobody; don't consult me, pray. /
don't want to intrude upon your secrets." And, as Mrs. Sower
berry said this, she gave an hysterical laugh, which threatened
violent
" But,consequences.
my dear," said Sowerberry, " I want to ask your
advice."
" No, no, don't ask mine," replied Mrs. Sowerberry, in an
affecting manner; " ask somebody else's." Here there was an
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other hysterical laugh, which frightened Mr. Sowerberry very
much. This is a very common and much-approved matrimonial
course of treatment, which is often very effective. It at once
reduced Mr. Sowerberry to begging as a special favour to be
hour's
allowed
and,
" It's
after
duration,
to
only
say
a short
about
what
thealtercation
young
Mrs.
permission
Sowerberry
Twist,
of was
less
mymost
than
was
dear,"
most
graciously
three
said
curious
quarters
Mr.conceded.
toSower
of
hear,
an a' • .ttr j/.

berry.
" There
He need
" A's very
an
be, expression
for
good-looking
he eatsofenough,"
melancholy
boy that,
observed
my
in his
dear."
face,
the lady.
my dear,"
resumed Mr. Sowerberry, " which is very interesting. He
would
Mrs. make
Sowerberry
a delightful
looked
mute,
up my
withdear."
an expression of conside \
rable wonderment. Mr. Sowerberry remarked it, and, without
allowing time for any observation on the good lady's part,
proceeded.
" I don't mean a regular mute to attend grown-up people, my
dear, but only for children's practice. It would be very new
to have a mute in proportion, my dear. You may depend upon
it that
Mrs.itSowerberry,
would have awho
superb
had effect."
a good deal of taste in the un
dertaking way, was much struck by the novelty of this idea ;
but, as it would have been compromising her dignity to have
said so under existing circumstances, she merely inquired with .x
much
sentedsharpness
itself to her
whyhusband's
such an obvious
mind before.
suggestion
Mr.had
Sowerberry
not pre- t^tujf- (
rightly
was speedily
construed
determined
this as that
an acquiescence
Oliver should
in be
hisatproposition
once initiated
; it v«*ftt««*
into the mysteries of the profession, and, with this view, that
he should accompany his master on the very next occasion of his
services
The occasion
being required.
was not long in coming ; for, half an hour after
breakfast next morning, Mr. Bumble entered the shop, and
supporting his cane against the counter, drew forth his large
leathern pocket-book, from which he selected a small scrap of
paper, which he handed over to Sowerberry.
" Aha!" said the undertaker, glancing over it with a lively
countenance
" For a coffin
; " anfirst,
orderand
for aa coffin,
porochial
eh?"funeral afterwards,"
replied
book, which,
Mr. Bumble,
like himself,
fastening
was the
verystrap
corpulent.
of the leathern pocket- " '
" Bayton," said the undertaker, looking from the scrap of
paper
Bumble
to Mr.shook
Bumble
his ; head
" I never
as heheard
replied,
the name
" Obstinate
before."people,
Mr. Sowerberry, very obstinate; proud, too, I'm afraid, sir."
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r<HjuMw* "Proud, eh?" exclaimed Mr. Sowerberry with a sneer.—
" Come,
"Oh, that's
it's sickening,"
too much."replied the beadle; "perfectly antimonial, Mr. Sowerberry."
""/So
Weit only
is," acquiesced
heard of the
themundertaker.
the night before last," said the
beadle; " and we shouldn't have known anything about them
then, only a woman who lodges in the same house made an appli
cation to the porochial committee for them to send the porochial
surgeon to see a woman as was very bad. He had gone out to
dinner ; but his 'prentice, which is a very clever lad, sent 'em
some
" Ah,
medicine
there'sinpromptness,"
a blacking-bottle,
said the
off-hand."
undertaker.
" Promptness, indeed!" replied the beadle. " But what's the
consequence ; what 's the ungrateful behaviour of these rebels,
sir? Why, the husband sends back word that the medicine
won't suit his wife's complaint, and so she shan't take it—says
she shan't take it, sir. Good, strong, wholesome medicine, as
was given with great success to two Irish labourers and a coalbottle
heaver
As the
in,—and
only
flagrant
a week
heatrocity
sends
before—sent
back
presented
word
'em for
thatnothing,
itself
she
to Mr.
shan't
with
Bumble's
take
a blackingit, mind
sir."
in full force, he struck the counter sharply with his cane, and
became
" Well,"
flushed
said with
the undertaker,
indignation. " I ne—ver—did
"
" Never did, sir!" ejaculated the beadle—" no, nor nobody
never did; but, now she's dead, we've got to bury her, and
that's
Thusthe
saying,
direction,
Mr. Bumble
and the put
sooner
on it's
his done
cocked
thehatbetter."
wrong side
first, in a fever of parochial excitement, and flounced out of
the" shop.
Why, he was so angry, Oliver, that he forgot even to ask
after you," said Mr. Sowerberry, looking after the beadle as he
strode
" Yes,
down
sir,"thereplied
street. Oliver, who had carefully kept himself
out of sight during the interview, and who was shaking from
head to foot at the mere recollection of the sound of Mr. Bumble's
voice. He needn't have taken the trouble to shrink from Mr.
Bumble's glance, however; for that functionary, on whom the
prediction of the gentleman in the white waistcoat had made a
very strong impression, thought that now the undertaker had
got Oliver upon trial, the subject was better avoided, until such
time as he should be firmly bound for seven years, and all danger
of his being returned upon the hands of the parish should be
thus
" Well,"
effectually
said and
Mr. legally
Sowerberry,
overcome.
taking up his hat, " the sooner
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this
put job
on your
is done
cap,
theand
better.
come
Noah,
with look
me."afterOliver
the shop.
obeyed,
Oliver,
and r^uvu
followed
They walked
his master
on on
for his
some
professional
time through
mission.
the most crowded
and densely inhabited part of the town, and then striking down
a narrow street more dirty and miserable than any they had yet
passed through, paused to look for the house which was the
object of their search. The houses on either side were high
and large, but very old, and tenanted by people of the poorest
class, as their neglected appearance would have sufficiently
denoted without the concurrent testimony afforded by the
squalid looks of the few men and women who, with folded arms i«L
and
many
closed,
inhabited.
bodies
ofand
thehalf
Others,
mouldering
tenements
doubled,
whichhad
aWay
occasionally
hadshop-fronts;
:become
only skulked
the
insecure
upper
butalong.
they
from
rooms
were
age
A being
great
and
fast *,fit
^ :«.'"''
' - •. / J

decay, were prevented from falling into the street by huge beams
selected
in
of wood
the road
which
as the
; but
were
nightly
even
reared
haunts
these
against
crazy
of some
the
dens
walls,
houseless
seemed
and firmly
wretches,
to have
planted
been
for UVA.Vr,t
« Qrt
many of the rough boards which supplied the place of door and
window, were wrenched from their positions to afford an aper
ture
was
putrefying
There
stagnant
wide was
enough
in and
its
neither
rottenness,
for
filthy
the
knocker
; passage
the were
very
nor
ofhideous
rats
bell-handle
a human
which
with
body.
here
atfamine.
the
and
The
open
there
kennel
door
lay ,t.t?"«t.
.*««.,_
, 1** .

where Oliver and his master stopped; so, groping his way cau
tiously through the dark passage, and bidding Oliver keep close
to him and not be afraid, the undertaker mounted to the top of
the first flight of stairs, and, stumbling against a door on the,.,
^
landing,
It was rapped
openedatbyit awith
young
his girl
knuckles.
of thirteen or fourteen. The ' Ul..uX,.
undertaker at once saw enough of what the room contained, to
know it was the apartment to which he had been directed. He
stepped
Therein,
wasand
noOliver
fire in followed
the roomhim.
; but a man was crouching me
chanically
drawn a lowover
stoolthe
to the
empty
cold stove.
hearth, An
and old
was woman,
sitting beside
too, him.
had vww««
There were some ragged children in another corner ; and in a
small recess opposite the door there lay upon the ground some
thing covered with an old blanket. Oliver shuddered as he cast
his eyes towards the place, and crept involuntarily closer to his
master ; for though it was covered up, the boy felt that it was a
corpse.
The man's face was thin and very pale; his hair and beard
were grizzly, and his eyes were bloodshot. The old woman's
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~tcK face was wrinkled, her two remaining teeth protruded over her
under lip, and her eyes were bright and piercing. Oliver was
afraid to look at either her or the man,—they seemed so like the
rats"Nobody
he had seen
shalloutside.
go near her," said the man, starting fiercely

up, as the undertaker approached the recess. "Keep back!
d—n you, keep back, if you've a life to lose."
" Nonsense! my good man," said the undertaker, who was
pretty well used to misery in all its shapes,—" nonsense! "
I tell you," said the man, clenching his hands, and stamping
y\0+i-**A
furiously on the floor,—"I tell you I won't have her put into
the
—not
The
ground.
eat
undertaker
her,—she
She couldn't
offered
is so worn
no
restreply
there.
away."
to this
Theraving,
wormsbut
would
producing
worry
a tape from his pocket, knelt down for a moment by the side of
the" body.
Ah!" said the man, bursting into tears, and sinking on his
—kneel
knees atround
the feether
of every
the dead
onewoman
of you, ; and
" kneel
markdown,
my words.
kneel down
I say

^Ij

she was starved to death. I never knew how bad she was till
the fever came upon her, and then her bones were starting
through the skin. There was neither fire nor candle ; she died
in the dark—in the dark. She couldn't even see her children's
faces, though we heard her gasping out their names. I begged
for her in the streets, and they sent me to prison. When I
came back, she was dying ; and all the blood in my heart has
dried up, for they starved her to death. I swear it before the
God that saw it,— they starved her ! "—He twined his hands in
his hair, and with a loud scream rolled grovelling upon the floor,
hisThe
eyesterrified
fixed, and
children
the foam
criedgushing
bitterly from
; but his
the lips.
old woman, who
had hitherto remained as quiet as if she had been wholly deaf to
all that passed, menaced them into silence, and having un
loosened the man's cravat, who still remained extended on the
head
ground,
" She
in the
tottered
wasdirection
my towards
daughter,"
of thethe
corpse,
said
undertaker.
the
andold
speaking
woman,
with
nodding
an idiotic
her

fp.;i$.(<

leer, more ghastly than even the presence of death itself. —
*'
and
Lord,
was Lord!—well,
a woman then,
it is
should
strange
be alive
that Iand
who
merry
gavenow,
birthand
to her,
she

lf?i » lying
as good
there
as asoplay—as
cold andgood
stiff!as Lord,
a playLord
! " ! —to think of it ;—it's
MA*";

' As the wretched creature mumbled and chuckled in her
hideous
" Stop,merriment,
stop ! " said
thethe
undertaker
old woman
turned
in a loud
to gowhisper.
away. "Will
she be buried to-morrow—or next day—or to night ? I laid her
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out, and I must walk, you know. Send me a large cloak—a
good warm one, for it is bitter cold. We should have cake and
wine, too, before we go ! Never mind : send some bread—only
a loaf of bread and a cup of water. Shall we have some bread,
dear?" she said eagerly, catching at the undertaker's coat, as he
once
" Yes,
moreyes,"
moved
saidtowards
the undertaker,
the door." of course ; anything, every
thing." He disengaged himself from the old woman's grasp,
and,
The
dragging
next day
Oliver
( theafter
family
him,having
hurriedbeen
away.
meanwhile relieved
with a half-quartern loaf and a piece of cheese, left with them by
Mr. Bumble himself), Oliver and his master returned to the mi
serable abode, where Mr. Bumble had already arrived, accom
panied by four men from the workhouse, who were to act as
bearers. An old black cloak had been thrown over the rags of
the old woman and the man ; and the bare coffin having been
screwed down, was hoisted on the shoulders of the bearers, and
carried
"Now,
intoyou
the street.
must put your best leg foremost, old lady,"
whispered Sowerberry in the old woman's ear ; " we are rather
late, and it won't do to keep the clergyman waiting. Move on,
myThus
men,—as
directed,
quick
theasbearers
you like."
trotted on under their light burden,
and the two mourners kept as near them as they could. Mr.
Bumble and Sowerberry walked at a good smart pace in front;
and Oliver, whose legs were not so long as his master's, ran by
theThere
side. was not so great a necessity for hurrying as Mr. Sower
berry had anticipated, however ; for when they reached the ob
scure corner of the churchyard in which the nettles grew, and
the parish graves were made , the clergyman had not arrived,
and the clerk, who was sitting by the vestry-room fire, seemed
to think it by no means improbable that it might be an hour or
so before he came. So they put the bier down on the brink of
the grave ; and the two mourners waited patiently in the damp
clay with a cold rain drizzling down, while the ragged boys,
whom the spectacle had attracted into the churchyard, played a
noisy game at hide-and-seek among the tombstones, or varied
their amusements by jumping backwards and forwards over the
coffin. Mr. Sowerberry and Bumble, being personal friends of
theAtclerk,
length,
sat by
after
thethe
firelapse
with of
him,
something
and readmore
the paper.
than an hour,
Mr. Bumble, and Sowerberry, and the clerk, were seen running
towards the grave ; and immediately afterwards the clergyman
appeared, putting on his surplice as he came along. Mr. Bumble
then threshed a boy or two, to keep up appearances ; and the
3
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reverend gentleman, having read as much of the burial service
as could be compressed into four minutes, gave his surplice to
the" clerk,
Now, and
Bill,"ran
said
away
Sowerberry
again. to the grave-digger, " fill up."
uppermost
It was nocoffin
very difficult
was within
task, afor
few
thefeet
grave
of was
the so
surface.
full thatThe
the
Ml

grave-digger shovelled in the earth, stamped it loosely down
.? .'/., over
with
the" boys,
Come,
so
his soon.
feet,
who
myshouldered
murmured
good fellow,"
his
very
spade,
said
loudBumble,
and
complaints
walked
tapping
at
off,the
followed
thefun
man
being
on
by

theThe
back,
man,
" they
who want
had never
to shutonce
up the
moved
yard."
since he had taken his
station by the grave side, started, raised his head, stared at the
person who had addressed him, walked forward for a few paces,
vn«ii|t..Jand fcM down in a swoon. The crazy old woman was too
'
much occupied in bewailing the loss of her cloak ( which the
undertaker had taken off) to pay him any attention; so they
threw a can of cold water over him, and when he came to, saw
him safely out of the churchyard, locked the gate, and departed
on"their
Well,different
Oliver,"ways.
said Sowerberry, as they walked home,
"how
"Pretty
do you
well,
likethank
it?" you, sir," replied Oliver, with consi
derable
"Ah, hesitation.
you'll get used
" Not
to itvery
in time,
much,Oliver,"
sir." said Sowerberry.
" Nothing
Oliver wondered
when you in
arehisused
ownto mind
it, my whether
boy." it had taken a
very long time to get Mr. Sowerberry used to it ; but he thought
it better not to ask the question, and walked back to the shop,
thinking over all he had
CHAPTER
seen and heard.
VI.

I
/t.?.'(. '^

T,a^

.: '.v. .
OLIVER, BEING GOADED BY THE JCAPNTS OF NOAH, BOUSES INTO ACTION, AND
RATHER ASTONISHES HIM.

The month's trial over, Oliver was formally apprenticed.

It was a nice sickly season just at this time. In commercial
phrase, coffins were looking up, and, in the course of a few
weeks, Oliver had acquired a great deal of experience. The
success of Mr. Sowerberry's ingenious speculation exceeded
even his most sanguine hopes. The oldest inhabitants recolx^.uiu• c lected no period at which measles had been so prevalent, or so
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fatal to infant existence ; and many were the mournful proces
sions
his knees,
whichtolittle
the indescribable
Oliver headedadmiration
in a hat-band
andreaching
emotion of
down
all the
to

N

mothers in the town. As Oliver accompanied his master in
most
that equanimity
of his adultofexpeditions
demeanourtoo,
andinfull
order
command
that heofmight
nerveacquire
which t^z
/•t.v'?.
*vL
are so essential to a finished undertaker, he had many oppor
tunities of observing the beautiful resignation and fortitude
with which some strong-minded people bear their trials and
losses.
For instance, when Sowerberry had an order for the burial
of some rich old lady or gentleman, who was surrounded by a
great number of nephews and nieces, who had been perfectly
inconsolable during the previous illness, and whose grief had
been wholly irrepressible even on the most public occasions,
they would be as happy among themselves as need be — quite
cheerful and contented, conversing together with as much
freedom and gaiety as if nothing whatever had happened to
disturb them. Husbands, too, bore the loss of their wives
with
for
coming
of sorrow,
their
theand
most
husbands,
they
attractive
heroic
had as
calmness
made
asif,possible.
soup;far
their
andfrom
It
wives,
minds
wasgrieving
observable
again,
to render
put
in on
the
too,
it as
weeds
garb
Tiethat fatAi
> ««•'(

ladies and gentlemen who were in passions of anguish during
the ceremony of interment, recovered almost as soon as they
reached
drinking home,
was over.
and became
All this was
quitevery
composed
pleasantbefore
and improving
the teato That
see, and
Oliver
Oliver
Twist
beheld
was itmoved
with great
to resignation
admiration.by the example < t^.dt*y.(«
of these good people, I cannot, although T am his biographer,
most
undertake
to submit
distinctly
totothe
affirm
say,
domination
that
withfor
any
and
many
degree
ill-treatment
months
of confidence
he of
continued
Noah; Claypole,
butmeekly
I can /.".♦..*..
i
..
who used him far worse than ever, now that his jealousy was
roused by seeing the new boy promoted to the black stick and
hat-band, while he, the old one, remained stationary in the
mufihircap and leathers. Charlotte treated him badly because
Noah did ; and Mrs. Sowerberry was his decided enemy because
was
he
Mr.
three
And
was
Sowerberry
noton
shut
now
altogether
one
up
1 come
side,
bywas
mistake
asand
todisposed
comfortable
a very
a in
glut
the
important
toofbe
grain
funerals
ashisthe
department
friend
passage
hungry
on: so,
theinpig
between
of
other,
Oliver's
awas,
brewery.
Oliver
when
these
his \
Jf.tn.^c.^
"^h,

tory, for I have to record an act, slight and unimportant
perhaps in appearance, but which indirectly produced a most
material change in all his future prospects and proceedings.
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One day Oliver and Noah had descended into the kitchen, at
the
a pound
usual and
dinner-hour,
a half of the
to banquet
worst end
upon
ofathe
small
neck
joint
; when,
of mutton—
Char
lotte being called out of the way, there ensued a brief interval
of time, which Noah Claypole, being hungry and vicious, con..
sidered he could not possibly devote to a worthier purpose than
*"}? j^«nf' aggravating
Intent upon
andthis
tantalising
innocentyoung
amusement,
Oliver Twist.
Noah put his feet on
cim^m. the table-cloth, and pulled Oliver's hair, and twitched his ears,
^** more
and expressed
announced
his his
opinion
intention
that he of
wascoming
a " sneak,"
to seeand
him
further^
hung
whenever that desirable event should take place, and entered
upon various other topics of petty annoyance, like a malicious
and ill-conditioned charity-boy as he was. But, none of these
taunts producing the desired effect of making Oliver cry, Noah
dA-^- attempted to be more facetious still, and in this attempt did what
many small wits, with far greater reputations than Noah,
irtiMu notwithstanding, do to this day when they want to be funny ;—
he"got
Work'us,"
She's
rather
dead,"
personal.
said
replied
Noah,
Oliver
"how's
; " don't
youryou
mother?"
say anything about

herOliver's
to me !colour
"
rose as he said this ; he breathed quickly, and
there was a curious working of the mouth and nostrils, which
Mr. Claypole thought must be the immediate precursor of a vio
lent fit of crying. Under this impression, lie returned to the
charge.
" Of
What
a broken
did she
heart,
die of,
some
Work'us?
of our old
" said
nurses
Noah.
told me," replied
Oliver, more as if he were talking to himself than answering
Noah.
"Tol" de
I think
rol lolI know
lol, right
what
folitlairy,
must Work'us,"
be to die ofsaid
that Noah,
!"
as
/ a tear rolled down Oliver's cheek. " What 's set you a-sniyellingnow?"
"Not you," replied Oliver, hastily brushing the tear away.
"Don't think it."
tUt»~-i "Oh,
"No, not
not me,
you,"
eh?"replied
sneered
Oliver,
Noah.sharply. " There j that's
enough. Don't say anything more to me about her ; you 'd
better
" Better
not !not
" !" exclaimed Noah. "Well I better not ! Work'us,
don't be impudent. Your mother, too ! She was a nice 'un, she
was. Oh, Lor !" And here Noah nodded his head expressively,
and curled up as much of his small red nose as muscular action
could
" Yer
collect
know,
together
Work'us,"
for the
continued
occasion.Noah, emboldened by Oli
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ver's silence, and speaking in a jeering tone of affected pity— .c*lnuur
of all tones the most annoying—" Yer know, Work'us, itcarn't
be helped now, and of course yer couldn't help it then, and I'm
very sorry for it, and I'm sure we alt are, and pity yer very much.
down
But"What
yerbad
must
'un."
didknow,
you Work'us,
say?" inquired
yer mother
Oliver,
waslooking
a regular
up rightvery
quickly.
coolly
."A ;regular
"and itright-down
's a great deal
bad better,
'un, Work'us,"
Work'us,replied
that sheNoah,
died 'V
when she did, or else she *d have been hard labouring in Bride
well, or transported, or hung, which is more likely than either,
table,
isn't
Crimson
it?"
seizedwith
Noah
fury,
by Oliver
the throat,
started
shook
up, him
overthrew
in the violence
chair and
of &ww*k
his rage till his teeth chattered in his head, and, collecting his
whole
A minute
force into
ago one
the heavy
boy had
blow,
looked
felledthe
himquiet,
to themild,
ground.
dejected
creature that harsh treatment had made him. But his spirit was
roused at last; the cruel insult to his dead mother had set his
blood on Are. His breast heaved, his attitude was erect, his eye
bright and vivid, and his whole person changed, as he stood
glaring over the cowardly tormentor who lay crouching at his Af^ui/jif.
feet, and defied him with an energy he had never known before.
" He 'll murder me !'* blubbered Noah. " Charlotte ! missis !
here 's the new boy a-murdering of me ! Help ! help ! Oliver's
gone mad ! Char—lotte ! "
Charlotte,
Noah's shouts
and a louder
were responded
from Mrs. to
Sowerberry
by a loud; the
scream
former
from
of t^^
whom rushed into the kitchen by a side-door, while the latter
consistent
down.
paused
"Oh, on
you
with
the
little
staircase
thewretch
preservation
till
!" screamed
she ofwas
human
quite
Charlotte,
life
certain
to seizing
come
that further
itOliver
was t^^)&x
,

with her utmost force, which was about equal to that of a mo
derately strong man in particularly good training,—"Oh, you
little un-grate-ful, mur-de-rous, hor-rid villain ! " and between
every syllable Charlotte gave Oliver a blow with all her might,
andCharlotte's
accompanied
fist itwas
withbya no
scream
means
for athelight
benefit
one of
; but,
society.
lest it
shouldplunged
berry
not be effectual
into the kitchen,
in calming
andOliver's
assistedwrath,
to hold
Mrs.him
Sowerwith
one hand, while she scratched his face with the other ; in this
favourable position of affairs Noah rose from the ground, and
pummeled him from behind.
This was rather too violent exercise to last long. When Uiey
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were all three wearied out, and could tear and beat no longer,
pfdK^ they dragged Oliver, struggling and shouting, but nothing
t'«f«v«^i.~tdajunted,
being
tears. done,
intoMrs.
the Sowerberry
dust-cellar, sunk
and into
therea locked
chair, and
himburst
up ; into
this

"Bless her, she's going off!" said Charlotte. "A glass of
water, Noah, dear. Make haste."
" Oh ! Charlotte," said Mrs. Sowerberry, speaking as well as
she could through a deficiency of breath and a sufficiency of
cold water which Noah had poured over her head and should
ers,—" Oh ! Charlotte, what a mercy we have not been all mur
dered in our beds ! "
"Ah! mercy indeed, ma'am," was the reply. "I only hope
this 'll teach master not to have any more of these dreadful crea
tures that are born to be murderers and robbers from their very
cradle. Poor Noah ! he was all but killed, ma'am, when I came
in."
" Poor fellow !" said Mrs. Sowerberry, looking piteously on
theNoah,
charity-boy.
whose top waistcoat-button might have been some/ where on a level with the crown of Oliver's head, rubbed bis
AtM«ii master's
bestowed
eyes
sniffs.
" What
withnot
upon
the
's at
toinside
home,—there
be
him,
done
ofand
his
! " exclaimed
wrists
performed
's not
while
a Mrs.
some
man
thisSowerberry.
in
affecting
commiseration
the house,—and
tears
" Your
was
and

fdi

he'll kick that door down in ten jminutes." Oliver's vigorous
plunges
occurrence
"Dear,against
dear!
highlyI the
don't
probable.
bitknow,
of timber
ma'am,"
in said
question
Charlotte,
rendered
"unless
this
we send for the police-officers."
""No,
Or the
no,"
millingtary,"
said Mrs. Sowerberry,
suggested Mr.bethinking
Claypole. herself of Oli

/

ver's old friend; "run to Mr. Bumble, Noah, and tell him to
come here directly, and not to lose a minute; never mind your
cap—make haste. You can hold a knife to that black eye as you
runNoah
along,
stopped
and it'll
to make
keep the
no reply,
swelling
butdown."
started off at his fullest
speed ; and very much it astonished the people who were out
mell,
walking,
withtonosee
capa on
charity-boy
his head, and
tearing
a clasp-knife
through the
at his
streets
eye. pell-
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CHAPTER VII.

OLIVER CONTINUES REFRACTORY.

Noah Claypole ran along the streets at his swiftest pace,
gate.
and paused
Having
notrested
once for
herebreath
for a until
minute
he or
reached
so, tothe
collect
workhousea good
knocked
burst of loudly
sobs and
at the
an wicket,
imposing
andshow
presented
of tears
such
anda rueful
terror,face
he J« "J
to
thing
the but
agedrueful
pauper
faceswho
about
opened
him atit,the
that
best
even
of times,
he, who
started
sawback
no- in "Why,
astonishment.
what 's the matter with the boy?" said the old
pauper.
"Mr. Bumble ! Mr. Bumble ! " cried Noah, with well-affected , .
caught
dismay,the
andearinoftones
Mr. Bumble
so loud himself,
and agitated
who happened
that theytonot
be hard
only ^^
out
by, but
his alarmed
cocked hat,—which
bim so much isthat
a very
he rushed
curious
intoand
theremarkable
yard with .
circumstance, as showing that even a beadle, acted upon by a
sudden and powerful impulse, may be afflicted with a mo
mentary visitation of loss of self-possession, and forgetfulness of
personal
"Oh, Mr.
dignity.
Bumble, sir!" said Noah; "Oliver, sir,—Oliver
has
"
" What ?—what?" interposed Mr. Bumble, with a gleam of
pleasure in his metallic eyes. "Not run away; he hasn't run
away, has he, Noah?"
" No sir, no ; not run away, sir, but he 's turned wicious,"
replied Noah. " He tried to murder me, sir, and then he tried
to murder Charlotte, and then missis. Oh! what dreadful pain
it is! such agony, please, sir!" and here Noah writhed and
twisted giving
thereby
his body
Mr.into
Bumble
an extensive
to understand
varietythat,
of eel-like
from the
positions
violent; .#*' f«.
and sanguinary onset of Oliver Twist, he had sustained severe
internal injury and damage, from which he was at that moment
suffering
When Noah
the acutest
saw that
torture.
the intelligence he communicated per
fectly paralysed Mr. Bumble, he imparted additional effect
thereunto,
than before;
by and,
bewailing
when his
he dreadful
observedwounds
a gentleman
ten times
in a louder
white j. I
waistcoat crossing the yard, he was more tragic in his lamenta
tions than ever, rightly conceiving it highly expedient to attract
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the notice, and rouse the indignation, of the gentleman afore
said.
notThe
walked
gentleman's
three paces
notice
when
washevery
turned
soonangrily
attracted,
round,
for and
he had
in6/,/M Bumble
quired what
did not
that
favour
young
himcur
with
was
something
howling which
for, and
would
whyrender
Mr.
/

process.
the series of vocular exclamations so designated, an involuntary
" It 's a poor boy from the free-school, sir," replied Mr. Bum
ble,
by"youpg
By
''who
Jove
Twist."
has
! " exclaimed
been nearlythemurdered—all
gentleman in but
the white
murdered,
waistcoat,
sir—
stopping short. "I knew it! I felt a strange presentiment from
the very first, that that audacious young savage would come to
be "hung!"
He has likewise attempted, sir, to murder the female ser
vant," said Mr. Bumble, with a face of ashy paleness.
M"And
And his
his missis,"
master, interposed
too, I thinkMr.
youClaypole.
said, Noah?" added Mr.
Bumble.
"No; he's out, or he would have murdered him," replied
Noah. " He said he wanted to—"
"Ah! said he wanted to—did he, my boy?" inquired the
gentleman
"Yes, sir,"
in the
replied
whiteNoah,
waistcoat.
"and please, sir, missis wants to

know whether Mr. Bumble can spare time to step up there di,*, #r rectly and flog him, 'cause master 's out."
" Certainly, my boy ; certainly," said the gentleman in the
white waistcoat, smiling benignly, and patting Noah's head,
which was about three inches higher than his own, " You're a
good boy—a very good boy. Here 's a penny for you. Bumble,
just step up to Sowerberry's with your cane, and see what 's
best to be done. Don't spare him, Bumble."
end"No,
which
I will
wasnot,
twisted
sir,"round
repliedthe
thebottom
beadle, ofadjusting
his canethe
forwaxpur
poses
" Tell
of Sowerberry
parochial flagellation.
not to spare him either. They 'll never do
,- t?tf : anything with him without stripes and bruises," said the gentle
man in the white waistcoat,
"I 'll take care, sir," replied the beadle. And the cocked hat
and cane having been by this time adjusted to their owner's sa
tisfaction, Mr. Bumble and Noah Claypole betook themselves
with
Here
all the
speed
position
to the ofundertaker's
affairs had shop.
not at all improved, for So
werberry had not yet returned, and Oliver continued to kick
with undiminished vigour at the cellar^door. The accounts of
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his ferocity, as related by Mrs. Sowerberry and Charlotte, were
of so startling a nature that Mr. Bumble judged it prudent to
parley before opening the door. With this view, he gave a
kick at the outside, by way of prelude, and then, applying his
mouth
"Oliver!"
to the keyhole, said, in a deep and impressive tone,
""Ain't
"Come;
Yes,"
Do youyou
replied
you
know
afraid
letOliver.
this
meofhere
out!"
it, voice,
sir?
replied
Ain't
Oliver?"
Oliver,
you a-trembling
said
from
Mr.theBumble.
inside.
while I

speak,
An
" Noanswer
sir?"
! " replied
said
so different
Mr.
Oliver
Bumble.
boldly.
from the one he had expected to elicit,
and was in the habit of receiving, staggered Mr. Bumble not a
little. He stepped back from the keyhole, drew himself up to
his full height, and looked from one to another of the three by
standers
" Oh, in
you
mute
know
astonishment.
Mr. Bumble, he must be mad," said Mrs.
Sowerberry. " No boy in half his senses could venture to speak
so "toIt's
you."
not madness, ma'am," replied Mr. Bumble, after a few
moments of deep meditation ; " it 's meat."
"You've
"What!"
" Meat, overfed
ma'am,
exclaimed
him,
meat,"
Mrs.
ma'am.
replied
Sowerberry.
You've
Bumble,raised
with stern
a artificial
emphasis.
soul

c , «< u

and spirit in him, ma'am, unbecoming a person of his condi
tion, as the board, Mrs. Sowerberry, who are practical philo
sophers, will tell you. What have paupers to do with soul or
spirit either ? It 's quite enough that we let 'em have live bo
dies. If you had kept the boy on gruel, ma'am, this would
never
" Dear,
have dear
happened."
! " ejaculated Mrs. Sowerberry, piously raising
meekness
aMr.
her
which
The
profuse
eyes
Bumble's
nobody
liberality
toand
bestowal
theself-devotion
heavy
else
kitchen
of Mrs.
would
upon
accusation
ceiling.
Sowerberry
eat
him
in; her
soof
", This
that
of
all
voluntarily
which,
tothe
there
comes
Oliver
dirty
was
to
ofremaining
had
odds
being
do
a great
consisted
herand
liberal
justice,
deal
under
ends
of
in
!" /4»*J<-G
**-&£}
. . /

she" was
Ah !wholly
" said innocent
Mr. Bumble,
in thought,
when the
word,
ladyorbrought
deed. her eyes
down to earth again. " The only thing that can be done now,
that I know of, is to leave him in the cellar for a day or so till
he's a little starved down, and then to take him out and keep
him on gruel all through his apprenticeship. He comes of a
bad family—excitable natures, Mrs. Sowerberry. Both the nurse
and doctor said that that mother of his made her way here
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disposed
against
At thisdifficulties
woman
point ofweeks
Mr.
and Bumble's
before."
pain that discourse,
would have
Oliver
killed
justany
hearing
wellenough to know that some further allusion was being made to
his mother, recommenced kicking with a violence which ren
dered every other sound inaudible. Sowerberry returned at
this juncture, and Oliver's offence having been explained to
»
him, with such exaggerations as the ladies thought best calcuCf(< ^ lated to rouse his tee, he unlocked the cellar-door in a twinkling,
tAW<iU and
Oliver's
dragged
clothes
his rebellious
had been apprentice
torn in theout
beating
by the
hecollar.
had received ;
his face was bruised and scratched, and his hair scattered over
his forehead. The angry flush had not disappeared, however;
and when he was pulled out of his prison, he scowled boldly on
Noah,
" Now,
and you
looked
are quite
a niceundismayed.
young fellow, ain't you?" said Sowerberry,
" Well,
Hegiving
called
andOliver
mywhat
mother
a ifshake
henames,"
did,
andyou
areplied
box
little
onOliver.
ungrateful
the ear. wretch?"

said Mrs. Sowerberry. " She deserved what he said, and
worse."
" She didn't," said Oliver.
*'" She
It 's adid,"
lie !"said
saidMrs.
Oliver.
Sowerberry.
Mrs. Sowerberry burst into a flood of tears.
This flood of tears left Sowerberry no alternative. If he had
hesitated for one instant to punish Oliver most severely, it must
be quite clear to every experienced reader that he would have
been, according to all precedents in disputes of matrimony
established, a brute, an unnatural husband, an insulting creature,
a base imitation of a man, and various other agreeable charac
ters too numerous for recital within the limits of this chapter.
To do him justice, he was, as far as his power went,—it was not
very extensive,—kindly disposed towards the boy; perhaps
because it was his interest to be so, perhaps because his wife
disliked him. The flood of tears, however, left him no resource \
- , '',;.', so he at once gave him a drubbing, which satisfied even Mrs.
Sowerberry herself, and rendered Mr. Bumble's subsequent
application of the parochial cane rather unnecessary. For the
rest of the day he was shut up in the back kitchen, in company
with a pump and a slice of bread; and, at night, Mrs. Sower
berry, after making various remarks outside the door, by no
means complimentary to the memory of his mother, looked into
the room, and, amidst the jeers and pointings of Noah and
Charlotte, ordered him up stairs to his dismal bed.
It was not until he was left alone in the silence and stillness
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he
of
their
hands,
way
likely
few
him
would
without
the
fell
so
alive.
totaunts
toupon
have
young
wept
gloomy
the
ahave
cry,
feelings
But,
kept
such
with
his
may
awakened
for
workshop
knees
now
tears
down
ahe
ever
which
look
felt
that
as,
on
have
a in
that
shriek
of
God
of
the
there
acause
contempt;
the
pride
day's
floor,
mere
send
to
were
undertaker,
to
the
for
treatment
swelling
and,
child.
pour
none
last,
the
hehiding
out
credit
had
to
ifHe
inthey
may
that
see
before
his
borne
had
his
ofor
be
heart
had
Oliver
our
face
listened
hear
him.
supposed
the
roasted
nature,
which
inhim,
gave
lash
his
to j»-«*UM'.iou

For a long time Oliver remained motionless in this attitude.
feet,
The candle
and having
was burning
gazed low
cautiously
in the socket
round when
him, he
and
roselistened
to his ,
intently,
abroad.
It was agently
cold dark
undid
night.
the fastenings
The stars of
seemed
the door
to theand
boy's
looked
eyes *"^ " 5
further from the earth than he had ever seen them before ; there
was no wind ; and the sombre shadows thrown by the trees on
the earth, looked sepulchral and death-like, from being so still.
He softly reclosed the door, and, having availed himself of the
expiring light of the candle to tie up in a handkerchief the few
articles of wearing apparel he had, sat himself down upon a
bench
Withtothe
wait
first
forray
morning.
of light that struggled through the crevices
in the shutters Oliver rose, and again unbarred the door. One
timid look around,—one moment's pause of hesitation,—he had
closed
He looked
it behind
to the
him,right
and and
was to
in the left
open, uncertain
street.
whither to
fly.
out, toiling
He remembered
up the hill to
; hehave
tookseen
the the
samewaggons,
route, and
as arriving
they went
at :^Atitf)
a footpath across the fields , which he knew after some distance
ledAlong
out again
this into
same
thefootpath
road, struck
Oliver
intowell
it, and
remembered
walked quickly
he had
on.
trotted beside Mr. Bumble, when he first carried him to the
workhouse from the farm. His way lay directly in front of the
cottage. His heart beat quickly when he bethought himself of
this, and he half resolved to turn back. He had come a long
way though, and should lose a great deal of time by doing so.
Besides, it was so early that there was very little fear of his
being
He reached
seen ; sothe
he walked
house. on.
There was no appearance of its in
mates stirring at that early hour. Oliver stopped, and peeped
as
intohethe
stopped,
garden.heAraised
child his
waspale
weeding
face, and
one disclosed
of the littlethebeds;
features
and \
of one of his former companions. Oliver felt glad to see him
before he went, for, though younger than himself, he had been
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his little friend and playmate ; they had been beaten, and starred,
and
" Hush,
shut upDick!
together,
" said
many
Oliver,
and many
as thea boy
time.ran to the gate,
and thrust his thin arm between (he rails to greet him. " Is
any" one
Nobody
You up
mustn't
?"but me,"
say you
replied
sawthe
me,child.
Dick," said Oliver; " I am
running away. They beat and ill-use me, Dick ; and I am going
to seek my fortune some long way off, I don't know where.
How
" I pale
heard
youtheare
doctor
! " tell them I was dying," replied the child
with a faint smile. " I am very glad to see you, dear ; but don't
stop, don't stop."
" Yes, yes, I will, to say good-b'ye to you," replied Oliver.
" I shall see you again, Dick ; I know I shall. You will be well
and happy."
"I hope so," replied the child, " after I am dead, but not
before. I know the doctor must be right, Oliver, because I
dream so much of heaven and angels, and kind faces that I
never see when I am awake. Kiss me," said the child, climbing
up the low gate, and flinging his little arms round Oliver's neck.
" Good-b'ye,
The blessingdear
was! from
God bless
a young
you !child's
"
lips , but it was the
first that Oliver had ever heard invoked upon his head ;. and
through all the struggles and sufferings, and troubles and
changes
OLIVER WALKS
of his TOafter
LONDON,
life,
CHAPTER
AND
he ENCOUNTERS
never once
VIII.
ON forgot
THE ROAD
it. A STRANGE SORT

OF YOUNG GENTLEMAN.

Oliver reached the style at which the by-path terminated,
and once more gained the high-road. It was eight o'clock now ,
and, though he was nearly five miles away from the town, he
ran, and hid behind the hedges by turns, till noon, fearing that
he might be pursued and overtaken. Then he sat down to rest
by the side of a mile-stone, and began to think for the first time
where
The he
stone
had by
better
which
go and
he was
try to
seated,
live. bore in large characters
an intimation that it was just seventy miles from that spot to
London. The name awakened a new train of ideas in the boy's.
mind. London!—that great large place!—nobody—not even
Mr. Bumble—could ever find him there. He had often heard

OLIVER TWIST.

45

the old men in the workhouse, too, say that no lad of spirit need
want in London, and that there were ways of living in that vast
city which those who had been bred up in country parts had no
idea of. It was the very place for a homeless boy, who must die
in the streets unless some one helped him. As these things
passed
walked
He had
through
forward.
diminished
his thoughts,
the distance
he jumped
between
upon
himself
his feet,
andand
London
again l*»X*-

by full four miles more, before he recollected how much he
tion.
must undergo
As this consideration
ere he couldforced
hope itself
to reach
uponhishim,
place
heofslackened
destina- J ^jf<^
his pace a little, and meditated upon his means of getting there.
He had a crust of bread, a coarse shirt, and two pairs of stock
ings in his bundle ; and a penny—a gift of Sowerberry's after
some funeral in which he had acquitted himself more than or
dinarily well—in his pocket. " A clean shirt," thought Oliver,
" is a very comfortable thing,—very ; and so are two pairs of
darned stockings, and so is a penny, but they are small helps to
a sixty-five miles' walk in winter time." But Oliver's thoughts,
like those. of most other people, although they were extremely
ready and active to point out his difficulties, were wholly at a
changed
loss
after toa good
suggest
his little
deal
anybundle
offeasible
thinking
over
mode
totonoof
theparticular
surmounting
other shoulder,
purpose,
them ;and
so,
he ksH1
J .«

trudged
Oliveron.
walked twenty miles that day, and all that time tasted
nothing but the crust of dry bread, and a few draughts of water
which he begged at the cottage-doors by the road-side. When
the night came, he turned into a meadow, and, creeping close
frightened
under a hayrick,
at first, determined
for the windto moaned
lie theredismally
till morning.
over theHeemp
felt y-^uL ^ J*.
ty fields, and he was cold and hungry, and more alone than he
had ever felt before. Being very tired with his walk, however,
heHe
soon
feltfellcold
asleep
and and
stiffforgot
when he
his got
troubles.
up next morning, and so
hungry that he was obliged to exchange the penny for a small
loaf in the very first village through which he passed. He had
walked no more than twelve miles, when night closed in again ;
for his feet were sore, and his legs so weak that they trembled
beneath him. Another night passed in the bleak damp air only
made him worse ; and, when he set forward on his journey
next morning, he could hardly crawl along.
* He waited at the bottom of a steep hill till a stage-coach came
up, and then begged of the outside passengers ; but there were
very few who took any notice of him, and even those, told him
to wait till they got to the top of the hill, and then let them see
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how far he could run for a halfpenny. Poor Oliver tried to
keep up with the coach a little way, but was unable to do it, by
reason of his fatigue and sore feet. When the outsides saw this,
they put their halfpence back into their pockets again, declaring
that he was an idle young dog, and didn't deserve anything ;
and the coach rattled away, and left only a cloud of dust behind.
tJU^U In some villages, large painted boards were fixed up, warning
all persons who begged within the district that they would be
f^Usn sent to jail, which frightened Oliver very much, and made him
very glad to get out of them with all possible expedition. In
others he would stand about the inn-yards, and look mournfully
at every one who passed ; a proceeding which generally termi
nated in the landlady's ordering one of the post-boys who were
l&<jLfr lounging about, to drive that strange boy out of the place, for
she was sure he had come to steal something. If he begged at
a farmer's house, ten to one but they threatened to set the dog on
him ; and when he showed his nose in a shop, they talked about
the beadle, which brought Oliver's heart into his mouth,—very
often the only thing he had there, for many hours together.
fmuvio
I" fact, if 'l nad not been for a good-hearted turnpjke-man,
and a benevolent old lady, Olivers troubles would have been
shortened by the very same process which put an end to his
mother's ; in other words, he would most assuredly have fallen
dead upon the king's highway. But the turnpike-man gave him
a meal of bread and cheese ; and the old lady, who had a ship
wrecked grandson wandering barefooted in some distant part
.- of the earth, took pity upon the poor orphan, and gave him what
little she could 'afford— and more— with such kind and gentle
words, and such tears of sympathy and compassion, that they
sank deeper into Oliver's soul than all the sufferings he had ever
undergone.
Early on the seventh morning after he had left his native
le%*

place, Oliver limped slowly into the little town of Barnet. The
window-shutters were closed, the street was empty, not a sou
had awakened to the business of the day. The sun was rising in
all his splendid beauty, but the light only served to show the
boy his own lonesomeness and desolation as he sat with bleeding
feet and covered with dust upon a cold door-step.
By degrees the shutters were opened, the window-blinds
were drawn up, and people began passing to and fro. Some
few stopped to gaze at Oliver for a moment or two, or turned
round to stare at him as they hurried by ; but none relieved
him, or troubled themselves to inquire how he came there. He
hadHenohad
heart
beentocrouching
beg, and on
there
the he
step
sat.for some time, wondering
at the great number of public houses (every other house in
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Barnet is a tavern, large or small), gazing listlessly at the
coaches as they passed through, and thinking how strange it
seemed that they could do with ease in a few hours what it had
taken him a whole week of courage and determination beyond
his years to accomplish, when he was roused by observing that
a boy who had passed him carelessly some minutes before, had
returned, and was now surveying him most earnestly from the
opposite side of the way. He took little heed of this at first ;
but the boy remained in the same attitude of close observation
so long,
look.
Upon
that this,
Oliver
theraised
boy crossed
his head,
over,
andand,
returned
walkinghisclose
steady
up fttw«t.
common-faced
to
was
that
The
"Oliver,
Hullo
about
Oliver
boy!said,
his
my
had
who
boy
own
covey,
ever
addressed
enough,
age,
seen.
what's
but
and
this
Heone
theas
was
inquiry
row?"
of
dirty
athe
snub-nosed,
atojuvenile
queerest-looking
the young
asflat-browed,
one
wayfarer
would
boys ViJ.tJt&**»i«
,

wish to see ; but he had about him all the airs and manners of a
man. He was short of his age, with rather bow-legs, and little
sharp ugly eyes. His hat was stuck on the top of his head so
slightly
have done
every
now
thatsoand
itvery
threatened
then
often
giving
iftothefall
hiswearer
off
head
every
had
a sudden
moment,
not had
twitch,
aand
knack
which
would
of T(, " t*
brought it back to its old place again. He wore a man's coat,
which reached nearly to his heels. He had turned the cuffs
back halfway up his arm to get his hands out of the sleeves,
was
pockets
as
apparently
"ever
altogether
Hullo,
stood
of his
my
with
four
as
covey,
corduroy
the
rqystering
feetultimate
what's
sixtrousers,
, or
and
the
view
something
swaggering
row?"
forofthere
thrusting
said
lesshe
athis
, young
inkept
them
strange
his them.
bluchers.
gentleman
into
young
the
He c*vC*#i
1^.
\J^J
'■ v*

gentleman to Oliver.
" I am very hungry and tired," replied Oliver, the tears
standing in his eyes as he spoke. "I have walked a long way,
—I"Walking
have beenfor
walking
sivin days
these!"seven
said the
days."
young gentleman. "Oh,
I see. Beak's order, eh ? But," he added, noticing Oliver's look
of surprise, " I suppose you don't know what a beak is, my
flash
Oliver
com-pan-i-on."
mildly replied, that he had always heard a bird's mouth
described
"My eyes,
by the
how
term
green!"
in question.
exclaimed the young gentleman.
" Why, a beak 's a madgst'rate ; and when you walk by a beak's
order, it's not straight forerd, but always going up, and nivir \
coming down agen. Was you never on the mill?"
;, " What mill ? " inquired Oliver.
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"What mill!—why, the mill,—the mill as takes up so little,
room that it 'l! work inside a stone jug, and always goes better
when the wind's low with people than when it's high, acos
then they can't get workmen. But come," said the young
gentleman ; " you want grub, and you shall have it. I 'm at
low-water-mark,—only one bob and a magpie ; but, as far as it
goes, I'll fork out and stump. Up with you on your pins.
There : now then. Morrice."
Assisting Oliver to rise, the young gentleman took him to an
vwwv adjacent chandler's shop, where he purchased a sufficiency of
ready-dressed ham and a half-quartern loaf , or, as he himself ex
pressed it, " a fourpenny bran ; " the ham being kept clean and
preserved from dust by the ingenious expedient of making a
hole in the loaf by pulling out at portion of the crumb, and stuff
ing it therein. Taking the bread under his arm, the young gen
tleman turned into a small public- house, and led the way to a
oi*^" tap-room in the rear of the premises. Here, a pot of beer was
brought in by the direction of the mysterious youth ; and Oliver,
falling to, at his new friend's bidding, made a long and hearty
meal, during the progress of which the strange boy eyed him
from
" Going
time to
to time
London
with? "great
said attention.
the strange boy, when Oliver had
at "length
Yes. "concluded.

*

""No."
Got
No
Money?"
"any lodgings?"

The strange boy whistled, and put his arms into his pockets
as "farYes,
Do
asyou
the
I do,
big-coat
live
when
in London?
Isleeves
'm at home,"
would
" inquired
replied
let them
Oliver.
thego.
boy. " I suppose

you want some place to sleep in to-night, don't you?"
" I do indeed," answered Oliver. " I have not slept under a
roof since I left the country."
cA** u.wV <' Tjon't fret your eyelids on that score," said the young gen
tleman. "I've got to be in London to night, and I know a
'spectable old genelman as lives there, wot 'll give you lodgings
for nothink, and never ask for the change; that is, if any genel
man he knows interduces you. And don't he know me?—Oh,
no,—not in the least,—by no means,— certainly not."
The young gentleman smiled, as if to intimate that the latter
fragments of discourse were playfully ironical, and finished the
beer
This
as he
unexpected
did so. offer of shelter was too tempting to be re
sisted, especially as it was immediately followed up by the assu
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ranee that the old gentleman already referred to, would doubtless
provide Oliver with a comfortable place without loss of time.
This led to a more friendly and confidential dialogue, from which
Oliver discovered that his friend's name was Jack Dawkins, and
that
before
Mr.
hementioned.
Dawkins's
was a peculiar
appearance
get anddid
prot&gi
not sayofathe
vastelderly
deal ingentleman
favour of \
the comforts which his patron's interest obtained for those whom
he took under his protection ; but as he had a rather flighty and
dissolute mode of conversing, and furthermore avowed that
among his intimate friends he was better known by the sobriquet
of
sipated
" Theand
artful
careless
Dodger,"
turn,Oliver
the moral
concluded
precept
that,
of being
his benefactor
of a dis- \
had hitherto been thrown away upon him. Under this impres
sion, he secretly resolved to cultivate the good opinion of the old
gentleman as quickly as possible; and, if he found the Dodger
incorrigible, as he more than half suspected he should, to decline
theAshonour
John Dawkins
of his farther
objected
acquaintance.
to their entering London before
nightfall, it was nearly eleven o'clock when they reached the
turnpike at Islington. They crossed from the Angel into St.
John's-road, struck down the small street which terminates at
Sadler's
row, down
Wells
the theatre,
little court
through
by the side
Exmouth•street
of the workhouse
and Coppice, across
the classic ground which once bore the name of Hockley-in-thehole, thence into Little Saffron-hill, and so into Saffron-hill the
,
Great,
ingAlthough
Oliver
along
toOliver
which
followhad
the
close
enough
Dodger
at his toheels.
scudded
occupy at
hisaattention
rapid pace,
in keeping
direct- St A« 6*

sight of his leader, he could not help bestowing a few hasty
glances on either side of the way as he passed along. A dirtier
or more wretched place he had never seen. The street was very
narrow and muddy, and the air was impregnated with filthy
odours.
stock
that time
in trade
There
of night,
appeared
were
were
a good
tocrawling
bemany
heaps
insmall
ofand
children,
shops
out at; who,
the
but doors,
the
even
only
or
at 7u*«^ .^ ,
screaming from the inside. The sole places that seemed to pros
per amid the general blight of the place were the public-houses,
and in them, the lowest orders of Irish (who are generally the
lowest
Coveredorders
waysofand
anything)
yards, were
whichwrangling
here andwith
theremight
diverged
and main.
from 0 U^«^
the main street, disclosed little knots of houses where drunken
men and women were positively wallowing in the filth ; and from
several of the door-ways, great ill-looking fellows were cautiously
emerging, bound, to all appearance, upon no very well•disposed
or harmless errands.
4
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Oliver was just considering whether he hadn't better run
away, when they reached the bottom of the hill : his conductor
catching him by the arm, pushed open the door of a house near
Field-lane, and, drawing him into the passage, closed it behind
them.
" Now, then," cried a voice from below, in reply to a whistle
from
" Plummy
the Dodger.
and slam I " was the reply.
This seemed to be some watchword or signal that all was
right ; for the light of a feeble candle gleamed on the wall at the
Y^«ir«. farther end of the passage, and a man's face peeped out from
where a balustrade of the old kitchen staircase had been broken
away.
" There's two on you," said the man, thrusting the candle
farther out, and shading his eyes with his hand. " Who's the
t'other one?"
""Greenland.
A
Where
new pal,"
did hereplied
Iscome
Fagin
from
Jack
up ?stairs?"
Dawkins,
"
pulling Oliver forward.
itnxrn. "Yes, he's a sortin' the wipes. Up with you." The candle
wasOliver,
drawngroping
back, and
histhe
wayface
with
disappeared.
one hand, and with the other
firmly grasped by his companion, ascended with much difficulty
the dark and broken stairs, which his conductor mounted with
an ease and expedition that showed he was well acquainted with
them. He threw open the door of a back-room, and drew Oli
ver in after him.
The walls and ceiling of the room were perfectly black With
.
age and dirt. There was a deal-table before the fire, upon which
tfi'vn was a candle stuck in a ginger-beer bottle ; two or three pewter
pots, a loaf and butter, and a plate. In a frying-pan which was
/ on the fire, and which was secured to the mantelshelfby a string,
some sausages were cooking ; and standing over them, with a
liii toasting-fork in his hand, was a very old shrivelled Jew, whose
villanous-looking and repulsive face was obscured by a quantity
ytCld of matted red hair. He was dressed in a greasy flannel gown,
with his throat bare, and seemed to be dividing his attention
between the frying-pan and a clothes-horse, over which a great
t
number of silk handkerchiefs were hanging. Several rough beds
e.^w^.&«flnad8 of old sacks were huddled side by side on the floor; and
seated round the table were four or five boys, none older than the
iw'^ Dodger, smoking long clay pipes arid. drinking spirits with the
air of middle-aged men. These all crowded about their associate
as he whispered a few words to the Jew, and then turned round
n^*rj and grinned at Oliver, as did the Jew himself : toasting-fork in
hand.
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"This is him, Fagin," said Jack Dawkins ; "my friend, Oli
verThe
Twist."
Jew grinned ; and, making a low obeisance to Oliver,
took him by the hand, and hoped he should have the honour of
his intimate acquaintance. Upon this, the young gentlemen with
the
—especially
pipes came
theround
one in
him,
which
and shook
he held
both
hishislittle
hands
bundle.
very hard,
One
young gentleman was very anxious to hang up his cap for him ;
and another was so obliging as to put his hands in his pockets,
in order that, as he was very tired, he might not have the trou
ble of emptying them when he went to bed. These civilities
would probably have been extended much further, but for a li
beral exercise of the Jew's toasting-fork on the heads and shoul
ders
"We
of the
areaffectionate
very glad toyouths
see you,
whoOliver,—very,"
offered them. said the Jew.
" Dodger, take off the sausages, and draw a tub near the fire
for Oliver. Ah, you're a-staring at the pocket-hand kerchiefs !
—eh, my dear? There are a good many of'em, ain't there?
We've just looked 'em out ready for the wash ; that's all, Oli
verThe
; that
latter
's all.
partHa!
of this
ha!speech
ha!"was hailed by a boisterous shout
from all the hopeful pupils of the merry old gentleman, in
theOliver
midstate
of his
which
share
they
; and
went
thetoJew
supper.
then mixed him a glass
of hot gin and water, telling him he must drink it off direct
ly, because another gentleman wanted the tumbler. Oliver
did as he was desired. Almost instantly afterwards, he felt
himself gently lifted on to one of the sacks, and then he sunk
into
CONTAINING
a deepFURTHER
sleep. PARTICULARS
CHAPTER
CONCERNING THE
IX.PLEASANT OLD GENTLEMAfl,

It was late next morning
AND HIS when
HOPEFULOliver
PUPILS. awoke from a sound,
long sleep. There was no other person in the room but the old
Jew, who was boiling some coffee in a saucepan for breakfast,
and whistling softly to himself as he stirred it round and round
with an iron spoon. He would stop every now and then to lis.ten when there was the least noise below ; and, when he had
satisfied himself, he would go on whistling and stirring again as
before.
Although Oliver had roused himself from sleep, he was not
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j»rf»»fl thoroughly awake. There is a drowsy slate, between sleeping
I
eyes
and waking,
half open,when
and yourself
you dream
halfmore
conscious
in fiveofminutes
everything
withthat
your
is
passing around you, than you would in five nights with your eyes
fast closed, and your senses wrapt in perfect unconsciousness.
At such times, a mortal knows just enough of what his mind is
doing to form some glimmering conception of its mighty powers,
^-»wJ^sSta bounding from earth and spurning time and space, when
freed
hisOliver
half-closed
fromwas
theprecisely
restraint
eyes, heard
inofthis
its
hiscorporeal
condition.
low whistling,
associate.
Heand
sawrecognised
the Jew with
the
<. /Uj«wsound
busy
theWhen
self-same
action
of thewith
spoon
coffee
senses
almost
grating
was
weredone,
everybody
mentally
against
the Jew
the
he
engaged
drew
had
saucepan's
ever
the
at the
known.
saucepan
sides;
same and
lime
to the
yet
in

/ answer,
and
if
hob,
After
helooked
and,
didsatisfying
and
not
standing
atwas
well
Oliver,
to
himself
know
inallan
and
appearance
irresolute
upon
how
called
this
to him
employ
asleep.
head,
attitude
by his
the
himself,
for
name.
Jew
a few
stepped
turned
minutes,
He did
gently
round
not
as

to the door, which he fastened ; he then drew forth, as it seemed
to Oliver, from some trap in the floor, a small box, which he
placed carefully on the table. His eyes glistened as he raised the
c„kw4 lid and looked in. Dragging an old chair to the table, he sat
down, and took from it a magnificent gold watch, sparkling with
diamonds.
| ju^t " Aha !" said the Jew, shrugging up his shoulders, and dis
torting every feature with a hideous grin. " Clever dogs! clever
/, dogs !—Staunch to the last ! Never told the old parson where
ftC£u** they were ; never peached upon old Fagin. And why should
they? It wouldn't have loosened the knot, or kept the drop up
a minute longer. No, no, no! Fine fellows!—fine fellows!"
With these and other muttered reflections of the like nature,
the Jew once more deposited the watch in its place of safety. At
least half a dozen more were severally drawn forth from the same
/ box, and surveyed with equal pleasure ; besides rings, brooches,
bracelets, and other articles of jewellery, of such magnificent
materials and costly workmanship that Oliver had no idea even
of Having
their names.
replaced these trinkets, the Jew took out another, so
small that it lay in the palm of his hand. There seemed to be
some very minute inscription on it, for the Jew laid it flat upon
,v<w,^,^ the table, and, shading it with his hand, pored over it long and
earnestly. At length he put it down as if despairing of success,
and, leaning back in his chair, muttered,—
" What a fine thing capital punishment is ! Dead men never
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repent ; dead men never bring awkward stories to light. Ah, it 's
anone
fine left
tiling
to for
playthe
booty
tradeor! turn
Fivewhite-livered!"
of them strung up in a row, and \
As the Jew uttered these words, his bright dark eyes which
had been staring vacantly before him, fell on Oliver's face ; the
boy's eyes were fixed on his in mute curiosity, and, although the
recognition was only for an instant—for the briefest space of
time that can possibly be conceived,—it was enough to show the
was
old
withman
on
a loud
the
thattable,
crash,
he had
started
and,
beenlaying
furiously
observed.
his hand
up.He on
He
closed
atrembled
bread-knife
the lidvery
of the
which
much
box f***."*
j
though; for, even in his terror, Oliver could see that the knife
quivered in the air.
Why
" What's
are youthat?"
awakesaid
? What
the Jew.
have"you
What
seen
do? you
Speak
watch
out,
meboy
for?! ,
Quick—quick!
" I wasn't ablefor
to sleep
your any
life!"
longer, sir," replied Oliver, meekly.
" I" am
Youvery
were
sorry
notifawake
I havean
disturbed
hour ago?"
you, said
sir,"the Jew, scowling
fiercely on the boy.
" No—
Are you
no, sure?"
indeed,cried
sir." the
replied
Jew,Oliver.
with a still fiercer look than
before,
" Upon
andmy
a threatening
word I was
attitude.
not, sir," replied Oliver, earnestly.
" I" was
Tush,
not,tush,
indeed,
my dear!"
sir." said the Jew, abruptly resuming his
old manner, and playing with the knife a little, before he laid it
down, as if to induce the belief that he had caught it up in mere
sport. ' ' Of course I know that, my dear. I only tried to frighten
you. You're a brave boy. Ha! ha ! you're a brave boy, Oli
ver !" and the Jew rubbed his hands with a chuckle, but looked *«J
uneasily at the box notwithstanding.
" Did you see any of these pretty things, my dear?" said the
Jew,
"Yes,
laying
sir,"
hisreplied
hand upon
Oliver.
it after a short pause.
"Ah!" said the Jew, turning rather pale. "They—they're
mine, Oliver ; my little property. All I have to live upon in my
old age. The folks call me a miser, my dear,—only a miser ;
that's
Oliver
all."thought the old gentleman must be a decided miser to
live in such a dirty place, with so many watches ; but, thinking
that perhaps his fondness for the Dodger and the other boys
the
cost
"Certainly,
Jew,
him aand
good
asked
my
deal
dear,—certainly,"
if of
hemoney,
might get
he only
up.replied
cast athe
deferential
old gentleman.
look at

.
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ctiuU Bring
"Stay.it here,
There's
anda I'll
pitcher
give you
of water
a basin
in to
thewash
corner
in, by
my the
dear."
door.
j '^fUu.. Oliver got up, walked across the room, and stooped for one
instant to raise the pitcher. When he turned his head, the box
was gone.
hxcv-c: He had scarcely washed himself and made everything tidy by
emptying the basin out of the window, agreeably to the Jew's
directions, than the Dodger returned, accompanied by a very
sprightly young friend whom Oliver had seen smoking on the
/<»^'u previous night, and who was now formally introduced to him
as Charley Bates. The four sat down to breakfast upon the
h cum coffee and some hot rolls and ham which the Dodger had brought
home
"Well,"
in thesaid
crown
the of
Jew,
his glancing
hat.
slyly at Oliver, and address
ing himself to the Dodger, "I hope you've been at work this
morning, my dears."
" Hard," replied the Dodger.
" As
Good
nails,"
boys,added
good Charley
boys ! " Bates.
said the Jew. "What have you
got, Dodger?"
, "A couple of pocket-books," replied that young gentleman.
^»wv\u""Pretty
Lined? "well,"
inquired
replied
the Jew
the with
Dodger,
trembling
producing
eagerness.
two pocketbooks,
" Notone
so heavy
green as
andthey
the might
other red.
be," said the Jew, after looking
at the insides carefully ; "but very neat and nicely made. Inge
nious
"Very,
workman,
indeed,
ain't
sir,"
he, said
Oliver?"
Oliver. At which Mr. Charley
J.luAitft*,fBates laughed uproariously, very much to the amazement of
Oliver, who saw nothing to laugh at, in anything that had
passed.
"And what have you got, my dear?" said Fagin to Charley
/

Bates.
" Wipes," replied Master Bates : at the same time producing
four pocket-handkerchiefs.
"Well," said the Jew, inspecting them .closely ; "They're
very good ones,—very. You' haven't marked them well, though,
Charley ; so the marks shall be picked out with a needle, and
we'll teach Oliver how to do it. Shall us, Oliver, eh ?—Ha ! ha !
ha!"
"You'd
" If you please,
like to be
sir,"
able
said
to Oliver.
make pocket-handkerchiefs as easy
as"Charley
Very much
Bates,
indeed,
wouldn't
if you'll
you,teach
my dear?"
me, sir,"said
replied
the Jew.
Oliver.

kuUi»^ Master Bates saw something so exquisitely ludicrous in this
reply that he burst into another laugh ; which laugh meeting
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the coffee he was drinking, and carrying it down some wrong
channel,
" He isvery
so jolly
nearly
green
terminated
! " said Charley
in his premature
when he suffocation.
recovered, as
anThe
apology
Dodger
to thesaid
company
nothing,
for but
his unpolite
he smoothed
behaviour.
Oliver's hair
down over his eyes, and said he'd know better by-and-by ; upon
which the old gentleman, observing Oliver's colour mounting,
changed the subject by asking whether there had been much of
that
amore
crowd
they
andathad
more,
the both
execution
for been
it wasthat
there,
plain
morning.
from
and Oliver
the This
replies
naturally
made
of the
him
wondered
two
wonder
boys tAMsf
f
how they could possibly have found time to be so very indus
trious.
When the breakfast was cleared away, the merry old gentle
man and the two boys played at a very curious and uncommon
game, which was performed in this way. — The merry old
gentleman, placing a snuff-box in one pocket of his trousers, a
anote-case
pinguard
in hischain
in
shirt,
theround
buttoned
other,his
andneck,—and
hisa watch
coat tight
in sticking
his
round
waistcoat
him,
a mock
pocket,
and,diamond
putting
with r0*^
,
his spectacle-case and handkerchief in the pockets, trotted up
and down the room with a stick, in imitation of the manner in
which old gentlemen walk about the streets every hour in the
day. Sometimes he stopped at the fire-place, and sometimes at
the door, making belief that he was staring with all' his might
into shop-windows. At such times he would look constantly
round him for fear of thieves, and keep slapping all his pockets
in turn, to see that he hadn't lost anything, in such a very funny
and natural manner, that Oliver laughed till the tears ran down
his face. All this time the two boys followed him closely about,
getting
that it was
outimpossible
of his sight
to so
follow
nimbly
theirevery
motions.
time At
he last
turned
the Dodger
round, W'1'
ley
trodBates
upon stumbled
his toes, orupranagainst
upon his
himboot
behind;
accidently,
and in
while
thatCharone \
moment they took from him with the most extraordinary ra
pidity snuff-box, note-case, watch-guard, chain, shirt-pin, pockethandkerchief,—even the spectacle-case. If the old gentleman
felt a hand in any one of his pockets, he cried out where it was,
andWhen
then the
thisgame
gamebegan
had all
been
overplayed
again.a great many times , a
couple of young ladies came to see the young gentlemen ; one
of whom was called Bet, and the otherj Nancy. They wore a
good deal of hair, not very neatly turned up behind, and were
rather untidy about the shoes and stockings. They were not
exactly pretty, perhaps ; but they had a great deal of colour in
their faces, and looked quite stout and hearty. Being remarkably \A« ^
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free and agreeable in their manners, Oliver thought them very
nice
These
girls visitors
indeed, stopped
as there ais long
no doubt
time.they
Spirits
were.were produced,
in consequence of one of the young ladies complaining of a
coldness in her inside , and the conversation took a very con
vivial and improving turn. At length Charley Bates expressed
,. ,Ije v his opinion that it was time to pad the hoof, which it occurred to
Oliver must be French for going out; for directly afterwards, the
Dodger, and Charley, and the two young ladies, went away
together, having been kindly furnished with money to spend by
the amiable old Jew.
" There, my dear," said Fagin, " that's a pleasant life, isn't
it?""Yes,"
They
Have have
said
theythe
gone
done
Jew;
work,
out" for
thatis,
sir?"
the unless
day."
inquired
theyOliver.
should unexpectedly
come across any when they are out ; and they won't neglect it if
they do, my dear, depend upon it."
" Make 'em your models , my dear, make 'em your models,"
fvrit said the Jew, tapping the fire-shovel on the hearth to add force
'
in
to all
hismatters,
words ; "especially
do everything
the Dodger's,
they bid you,
my dear.
and take
He 'll
their
be aadvice
great
man
Is myhimself,
handkerchief
and make
hanging
you one
outtoo,
of my
if you
pocket,
take pattern
my dear?"
by him.
said
the" Jew,
Yes,
See ifstopping
sir,"
you said
can short.
Oliver.
take it out without my feeling it, as you saw
them
Oliver
do, held
whenup
wethe
were
bottom
at play
of this
the morning."
pocket with one hand as he
had seen the Dodger hold it, and drew the handkerchief lightly
out of it with the other.
" You
Here
Is it 're
gone?"
it is,
a clever
sir,"
cried
said
boy,
theOliver,
my
Jew.dear,"
showing
said itthe
in playful
his hand.
old gentle
man, patting Oliver on the head approvingly; "I never saw a
sharper lad. Here's a shilling for you. If you go on in this
way, you 'll be the greatest man of the time. And now come
here, and I'll show you how to take the marks out of the hand
play
kerchiefs."
Oliver
had wondered
to do with what
his chances
pickingofthe
being
olda gentleman's
great man ; but
pocket
thinkin
;
,„ut
/ /

ing that the Jew, being so much his senior, must know best,
followed him quietly to the table, and was soon deeply involved
in his new study.
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CHAPTER X.

OLIVER BECOMES BETTEB ACQUAINTED WITH THE CHARACTERS OF niS NEW ASSOCIATES,

AND PURCHASES EXPERIENCE AT A HIGH PRICE.

BEING A SHORT BUT VERY IMPORTANT

For many days Oliver remained in the Jew's room, picking

CHAPTER IN THIS HISTORY.

the marks out of the pocket-handkerchiefs (of which a great
number were brought home), and sometimes taking part in the
game already described, which the two boys and the Jew played
regularly every morning. At length he began to languish for
the fresh air, and took many occasions of earnestly entreating
the old gentleman to allow him to go out to work with his two
companions.
Oliver was rendered the more anxious to be actively employ
ed, by what he had seen of the stern morality of the old gentle
man's
home
vehemence
character.
at night
on the
empty-handed,
Whenever
misery of the
idleheDodger
and
would
lazy
orexpatiate
Charley
habits, and
Bates
withenforce
came
great J tO^J"u
t>,
carrying
upon
perless
farAtas them
length
totoout
knock
bed.
the
his
one
necessity
them
virtuous
Upon
morning,
both
one
of
precepts
down
an
occasion,
Oliver
active
atoflight
obtained
anlife
indeed,
unusual
of
bystairs
the
sending
heextent.
permission
;even
butthem
this
went
supwas
he
so '« 0, «..'tl
,

had so eagerly sought. There had been no handkerchiefs to
work upon for two or three days, and the dinners had been
rather meagre. Perhaps these were reasons for the old gentle
man's giving his assent, but, whether they were or no, he told
Oliver he might go, and placed him under the joint guardianship
tucked
of
along
wondering
The
Charley
with
up
three
and
Bates
where
his
boys
his
hands
and
hat
they
safljed
his
cocked
inwere
his
friend
outpockets,
going,
: asthe
the
usual,
Dodger
Dodger.
and
and
Master
what
Oliver
withbranch
Bates
his
between
coat-sleeves
sauntering
of manu
them, n'^'~/;«
J>' J ,t

facture he would be instructed in first.
The pace at which they went was such a very lazy, ill-looking
saunter, that Oliver soon began to think his companions were
going to deceive the old gentleman, by not going to work at all.
The Dodger had a vicious propensity, too, of pulling the caps
while
from the
Charley
heads Bates
of small
exhibited
boys and
sometossing
very loose
them notions
down areas;
con- .,t*+*/.,,
ceming
onions from
the rights
the stalls
of property,
at the kennel
by pilfering
sides, and
divers
thrusting
applesthem
and ^
into pockets which were so surprisingly capacious, that they
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seemed to undermine his whole suit of clothes in every direc
tion. These things looked so bad, that Oliver was on the point
of declaring his intention of seeking his way back in the best
way he could, when his thoughts were suddenly directed into
another channel by a very mysterious change of behaviour on
theThey
part were
of thejust
Dodger.
emerging from a narrow court not far from the
open square in Clerkenwell, which is yet called, by some strange
perversion of terms, "The Green," when the Dodger made a
sudden stop, and, laying his finger on his lips, drew his compa
nions
" What's
back again
the matter?"
with the demanded
greatest caution
Oliver.and circumspection.
" Hush ! " replied the Dodger. " Do you see that old cove at
the book-stall?"
"The old gentleman over the way?" said Oliver. "Yes, I
see" him."
He'll do," said the Dodger.
/
/

Oliver
" A prime
looked
plant,"
fromobserved
one to theCharley
other with
Bates.
the greatest surprise,
but was not permitted to make any inquiries, for the two boys
walked stealthily 'across the road, and slunk close behind the
old gentleman towards whom his attention had been directed.
Oliver walked a few paces after them, and, not knowing whe
ther
The
to old
advance
gentleman
or retire,
was stood
a verylooking
respectable-looking
on in silent amazement.
personage,
green
with acoat
powdered
with a head
blackand
velvet
goldcollar,
spectacles
and white
; dressed
trousers,
in a bottlewith a
smart bamboo cane under his arm. He had taken up a book
from the stall, and there he stood, reading away as hard as if he
were in his elbow-chair in his own study. It was very possible
that he fancied himself there, indeed ; for it was plain, from his
utter abstraction, that he saw not the book-stall, nor the street,
nor the boys, nor, in short, anything but the book itself, which
he was reading straight through, turning over the leaves when
he got to the bottom of a page, beginning at the top line of the
next one, and going regularly on with the greatest interest and
eagerness.
What was Oliver's horror and alarm as he stood a few paces
off, looking on with his eyelids as wide open as they would pos
sibly go, to see the Dodger plunge his hand into this old gentle
man's pocket, and draw from .thence a handkerchief which he
handed to Charley Bates, and with which they both ran away
round
In one
the instant
corner at
thefull
whole
speed!
mystery of the handkerchiefs, and
the watches, and the jewels, and the Jew, rushed upon the boy's
mind. He stood for a moment with the blood so tingling
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through all his veins from terror, that he felt as if he were in a
burning fire ; then, confused and frightened, he took to his heels,
and, not knowing what he did, made off as fast as he could lay
hisThis
feet to
was
theallground.
done in a minute's space, and the very instant
that Oliver began to run, the old gentleman putting his hand to
his pocket, and missing his handkerchief, turned sharp round.
Seeing
naturallytheconcluded
boy scudding
him to
away
be the
at such
depredator,
a rapid and,
pace,shouting
he very h lau^.
"Stop thief!" with all his might, made off after him, book in
hand.
But the old gentleman was not the only person who raised the
hue-and-cry. The Dodger and Master Bates, unwilling to attract
public attention by running down the open street, had merely
retired into the very first doorway round the corner. They no
sooner heard the cry, and saw Oliver running, than, guessing
exactly how the matter stood, they issued forth with great
promptitude, and, shouting " Stop thief! " too, joined in the
pursuit
Although
like good
Olivercitizens.
had been brought up by philosophers, he was
not theoretically
preservation
is theacquainted
first law Of
with
nature.
their beautiful
If he hadaxiom
been,that
perhaps
selfhe would have been prepared for this. Not being prepared,
however, it alarmed him the more; so away he went like the
wind, with the old gentleman and the two boys roaring and
shouting behind him.
"Stop thief!—stop thief!" There is a magic in the sound.
The tradesman leaves his counter, and the carman his waggon ;
the butcher throws down his tray, the baker his basket, the
milk-man his pail, the errand-boy his parcels, the schoolboy his -^M^
marbles, the paviour his pick-axe, the child his battledore.^
Away they run, pell-mell, helter-skelter, slap-dash, tearing,
yelling, and screaming, knocking down the passengers as they
turn the corners, rousing up the dogs, and astonishing the
fowls ; and streets, squares, and courts re-echo with the sound.
"Stop thief!—stop thief! " The cry is taken up by a hundred
fly,
voices,
splashing
and thethrough
crowd accumulate
the mud, at
andevery
rattling
turning.
alongAway
the pave-?t
they ' ,* , .,
ments , up go the windows, out run the people, onward bear
the mob ; a whole audience desert Punch in the very thickest of
the plot, and, joining the rushing throng, swell the shout, and 4v*iu
lend fresh vigour to the cry, " Slop thief !—stop thief I "
"Stop thief!— stop thief!" There is a passion for hunting
something
ed
agony
breathless
in hisdeeply
eye,
child,
large
implanted
panting
dropswith
of
in the
pespiration
exhaustion,
human breast.
streaming
terrorOne
in his
down
wretchlooks,
his ,2£u?«..^
/. f.

60

OLIVER TWIST.

face, strains every nerve to make head upon his pursuers; and
„, i as they follow on his track, and gain upon him every instant, they
cp^yt hail his decreasing strength with still louder shouts, and whoop
JL^T and
sake,
Stopped
scream
were itatwith
only
last.joy
in Amercy
"Stop
clever! thief!
blow that.
"—Ay,Hestop
is down
him for
upon
God's
the
pavement, and the crowd eagerly gather round him ; each new
o»^^fd comer joshing and struggling with the others to catch a glimpse.
'
"Stand aside! "—"Give him a little air !"—" Nonsense ! he
don't deserve it."—" Where's the gentleman ? "—"Here he is,
coming down the street."—"Make room there for the gentle
man ! "—" Is this the boy, sir ?"—" Yes."
Oliver lay covered with mud and dust, and bleeding from the
mouth, looking wildly round upon the heap of faces that sur
rounded him, when the old gentleman was officiously dragged
and pushed into the circle by the foremost of the pursuers, and
made this reply to their anxious inquiries.
"Yes," said the gentleman in a benevolent voice, "I am
afraid it is."
" Poor
Afraidfellow
!" murmured
!" said the
thegentleman,
crowd. " That
" he has
's a hurt
goodhimself."
un."
qtUJ.tr' " / did that, sir," said a great lubberly fellow, stepping for*'/Xvw ward ; " and preciously I cut my knuckle agin' his mouth. J
('
stopped
The fellow
him, touched
sir."
his hat with a grin, expecting something
for his pains ; but the old gentleman eyeing him with an ex
pression of disgust, looked anxiously around, as if he contem
plated running away himself: which it is very possible he might
have attempted to do, and thus afforded another chase, had not
a police officer (who is generally the last person to arrive in
such cases) at that moment made his way through the crowd,
and seized Oliver by the collar. " Come, get up," said the man
roughly.
" It wasn't me indeed, sir. Indeed, indeed, it was two other
boys," said Oliver, clasping his hands passionately, and looking
round : " they are here somewhere."
jacket
Bates
ironical,
to.
it won't
""Don't
Oh
" had
half
Come,
no,
do.
but
no,
hurt
off
filed
Will
they
itIget
his
him,"
was
won't
off
you
back
ain't,"
up."
down
true
said
stand
hurt
in said
besides,
proof
the
the
him,"
upon
the
old
first
thereof.
your
replied
gentleman
officer.
for
convenient
the
legs,
the
" Dodger
He
Come,
you
officer,
compassionately.
meant
court
young
Iand
know
tearing
they
this
Charley
devil
to
came
youhis
?be";

,
Oliver, who could hardly stand, made a shift to raise himself
ti wm. upon his feet, and was at once lugged along the streets by the
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jacket-collar at a rapid pace. The gentleman walked on with
them by the officer's side; and as many of the crowd as could,
got a little a-head, and stared back at Oliver from time to time.
The
TREATSboys
OF MR.
shouted
FANG THEinPOLICE
triumph,
CHAPTER
MAGISTRATE,
and on
AND
XI.
they
FURNISHES
went.A SLIGHT SPECIMEN

OF HIS MODE OF ADMINISTERING JUSTICE.

The offence had been committed within the district, and
indeed in the immediate neighbourhood of a very notorious me
tropolitan police office. The crowd had only the satisfaction of
accompanying Oliver through two or three streets, and down a
place called Mutton-hill, when he was led beneath a low arch
way, and up a dirty court into this dispensary of summary
justice, by the back way. It was a small paved yard into which
they turned ; and here they encountered a stout man with a
charge.
bunch
" What's
Are
A of
young
you
whiskers
the
the
fogle-hunter,"
matter
party
on that's
his
now?"
face,
been
replied
said
and
robbed,
the
athe
bunch
man
man
sir?"
carelessly.
of
who
inquired
keyshad
in his
Oliver
thehand.
man
in \

with the keys.
" Yes, I am," replied the old gentleman ; " but I am not sure
that this boy actually took the handkerchief. I—I would rather
not
"His
" press
Must
worship
the
go case."
before
will be the
disengaged
magistrate
in half
now,a minute.
sir," replied
Now,
theyoung
man. ", / '

gallows."
This was an invitation to Oliver to enter through a door
which he unlocked as he spoke, and which led into a stone cell.
Here he was searched, and nothing being found upon him,
locked
This up.
cell was in shape and size something like an area cellar,

\

only not so light. It was most intolerably dirty, for it was Mon
day morning, and it had been tenanted by six drunken people,
who had been locked up elsewhere since Saturday night. But
this is nothing. In our station-houses, men and women are
every
guilty,
worth night
Newgate,
noting
and occupied
under
confined
— insentence
dungeons,
by
onthe
theofmost
most
death,
compared
atrocious
trivial
are palaces.
charges—the
with
felons,
which,
Let
tried,
any
those
word
found
man
in
is \e*''*«
'•»t.u•
, +•'

who doubts this, compare the two.
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keyThe
grated
old gentleman
in the lock
looked
; andalmost
turned
as rueful
with aassigh
Oliver
to when
the book
the
which
" There
had been
is something
the innocent
in that
cause
boy's
of allface,"
this disturbance.
said the old gen
tleman to himself as he walked slowly away, tapping his chin
with the cover of the book in a thoughtful manner, " something
that touches and interests me. Can he be innocent? He
halting
looked very
like—abruptly,
By theandbye,"
staring
exclaimed
up into the
thesky,
old "gentleman,
God bless
the
my
yard;
After
soul
same
and
musing
!—where
meditative
there,
forhave
retiring
some
face1minutes,
into
seen
into
aback
something
athe
corner,
ante-room
old gentleman
like
called
that
opening
look
upwalked
before
from
before?"
with
the
his

JIaw curtain
mind's eye
had ahung
vast for
amphitheatre
many years.of faces
" No,"
over
said
which
the old
a dusky
gen" view,
tlemau,
concealed
He and
wandered
shaking
itthem.
was his
not
over
There
head
easy
them
;towere
"replace
itagain.
must
thethe
be
faces
Heshroud
imagination."
had
of friends
called
that had
them
and
so foes,
long
into

Jwy^ £tv,',v,•pnd
beauty,
superior
girls
from
had of
changed
that
the
many
calling
to
were
crowd
his
that
tonow
back
power,
ghastly
; had
there
old
the
been
women
still
were
lustre
trophies
almost
dressed
the
of
; there
the
of
faces
strangers,
death,
eyes,
inwere
of
their
young
the
but
others
peering
old
brightness
which
and
that
freshness
intrusively
the
the
blooming
of
mind,
grave
and
the

/f to. whispering
smile, the beaming
of beauty
of the
beyond
soul the
through
tomb,itschanged
mask ofbut
clay,to and
be
' ~^ . heightened, and taken from earth only to be set up as a light to
^f'2^* shod
Buta the
soft old
and gentleman
gentle glowcould
uponrecall
the path
no one
to Heaven.
countenance of
which Oliver's features bore a trace ; so he heaved a sigh over
the recollections he had awakened, and being, happily for him
self, an absent old gentleman, buried them again in the pages of
theHemusty
was book.
roused by a touch on the shoulder, and a request
from the man with the keys to follow him into the office. He
closed his book hastily, and was at once ushered into the impos
ingThe
presence
office was
of the
a front
renowned
parlour,
Mr.with
Fang.
a paneled wall. Mr. Fang
sat behind a bar at the upper end ; and on one side the door,
was a sort of wooden pen in which poor little Oliver was al
ready deposited, trembling very much at the awfulness of the
scene.
Mr. Fang was a middle-sized man, with no great quantity .
* «

of hair, and what he had, growing on the back and sides of his
•... . ;' head. His face was stern, and much flushed. If he were really
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not in the habit of taking rather more than was exactly good
for him, he might have brought an action against his coun
tenance
The old
forgentleman
libel, and bowed
have recovered
respectfully,
heavy
and,
damages.
advancing to the \
magistrate's desk, said, suiting the action to the word, " That is
my name and address, sir." He then withdrew a pace or two ;
and, with another polite and gentlemanly inclination of the
head,
Now,waited
it so happened
to be questioned.
that Mr. Fang was at that moment pe
rusing a leading article in a newspaper of the morning, adverting. p***"^
some
hundred
recent and
decision
fiftieth
of time,
his, and
to the
commending
special andhim,
particular
for the
to ree
thl
notice of the Secretary of State for the Home Department. He
away
was
The
"My
" Officer
Who
out
with
old
name,
ofare
gentleman
the
temper,
!" you?"
said
newspaper,
sir,"Mr.
and
said
pointed
he
Fang,
Mr.
the
looked
" who
with
old
Fang.
tossing
isup
gentleman,
some
this
with
the
fellow?"
surprise
an
card
angry
speaking
contemptuously
to his
scowl.
card.
like a i"
. .****~
. f

gentleman,— "my name, sir, is Brownlow. Permit me to in
quire the name of the magistrate who offers a gratuitous and
unprovoked insult to a respectable man, under the protection of
the bench." Saying this, Mr. Brownlow looked round the office
as if in search of some person who would afford him the re
quired
"Officer!"
information.
said Mr. Fang, throwing the paper on one side,
" what 's this fellow charged with ? "
" He 's not charged at all, your worship," replied the officer.
" He
Hisappears
worshipagainst
knew the
this boy,
perfectly
your well
worship."
; but it was a good an
noyance,
"Appears
andagainst
a safe one.
the boy, does he?" said Fang, surveying
Mr. Brownlow contemptuously from head to foot. " Swear
him!"
"Before I am sworn I must beg to say orie word," said Mr.
Brownlow
could have: "and
believed
that is, "that I never, without actual experience,
" Hold your tongue, sir !" said Mr. Fang peremptorily.
" Hold
I will your
not, Sir
tongue
!" replied
this instant,
the old gentlentan.
or I'll have you turned out
of the office !" said Mr. Fang. " You're an insolent, imperti
nent fellow. How dare you bully a magistrate !"
" What !" exclaimed the old gentleman, reddening.
"Swear this person !" said Fang to the clerk. " I'll not hear
another
Mr. Brownlow's
word. Swear
indignation
him." was greatly roused ; but, reflect- /.
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ing that he might only injure the boy by giving vent to it, he
suppressed
"Now," his
saidfeelings,
Fang, "what's
and submitted
the charge
to be sworn
against
at once.
this boy?
What
" I was
havestanding
you gotattoasay,
book-stall—"
sir? "
Mr. Brownlow began.
"Hold your tongue, sir!" said Mr. Fang. "Policeman!—
where 's the policeman ? Here, swear this man. Now, police
man,
Thewhat
policeman
is this?"
with becoming humility related how he had
taken the charge, how he had searched Oliver, and found no
thing
" None,
Are
on there
hisyour
person
any
worship,"
witnesses?"
; and how
replied
that
inquired
the
waspoliceman.
all
Mr.
heFang.
knew about it.

sat silent
forinsome
minutes,
and then,against
turningthis
round
A**" .M, ^.JVIr.
to "the
DoFang
prosecutor,
you mean
tosaid
state
awhat
towering
your complaint
passion,
boy
is, fellow, or do you not? You have been sworn. Now, if you
stand there, refusing to give evidence, I'll punish you for dis
respect to the bench ; I will, by
"
4< f'i/t
By what or by whom, nobody knows, for the clerk and jajler
coughed very loud just at the right moment, and the former
dropped a heavy book upon the floor ; thus preventing the word
from
low
With
contrived
being
many
heard—accidentally,
to
interruptions,
state his caseand
; observing
ofrepeated
course. insults,
that, in Mr.
the surprise
Brown-

of the moment, he had run after the boy because he saw him
running away, and expressing his hope that, if the magistrate
,_ should believe him, although not actually the thief, to be con.,, u *«.<«T nected with thieves, he would deal as leniently with him as jus
tice" He
would
hasallow.
been hurt already," said the old gentleman in con
clusion. "And I fear," he added, with great energy, looking
towards the bar,—" I really fear that he is very ill."
" Oh ! yes ; I dare say !" said Mr. Fang, with a sneer. "Come ;
none of your tricks here, you young vagabond ; they won't do.
What
Oliver
's your
triedname
to reply,
? " but his tongue failed him.
*,
He was
deadly pale, and the whole place seemed turning round and
round.
/
" What 's your name, you hardened scoundrel ?" thundered
Mr. Fang. " Officer, what 's his name?"
"'£» / This was addressed to a bluff old fellow in a striped waist' coat, who was standing by the bar. He bent over Oliver, and
repeated the inquiry ; but finding him really incapable of under
standing the question, and knowing that his not replying would
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only infuriate the magistrate the more, and add to the severity
of "hisHesentence,
says hishename's
hazarded
Tom
a guess.
White, your worship," said this
kind-hearted
"Oh, he won't
thief-taker.
speak out, won't he?" said Fang. "Very
well,
"Where
very well.
he can,
Where
yourdoes
worship,"
he live?replied
"
the officer, again
pretending
" He
Has says
he toany
they
receive
parents
diedOliver's
?"
in inquired
his answer.
infancy,
Mr. your
Fang.worship," replied
theAtofficer,
this point
hazarding
of the inquiry
the usualOliver
reply.raised his head, and, look
ing round with imploring eyes, murmured a feeble prayer for a
draught of water.
" Stuff and nonsense ! " said Mr. Fang ; " don't try to make
a fool
" I of
think
me."he really is ill, your worship," remonstrated the
officer.
" Take
I know
care
better,"
of him,said
officer,"
Mr. Fang.
said the old gentleman, raising
his"Stand
hands instinctively
away, officer,"
; " cried
he 'll Fang
fall down."
savagely; " let him if he
to
likes."
Oliver
the floor
availed
in a fainting
himself of
fit.theThe
kindmen
permission,
in the office
and fell
looked
heavily
at
each
contestable
" Iother,
knewproof
but
he was
no
of one
the
shamming,"
dared
fact. to
" Let
stir.
saidhim
Fang,
lie ; he
as 'll
if soon
this were
be tired
in- f^r-*".~*^
rtj'v**

of "that."
How do you propose to deal with the case, sir?" inquired
the" clerk
Summarily,"
in a low replied
voice. Mr. Fang. " He stands committed for
three
Themonths,
door was
— hard
opened
labour
for this
of course.
purpose,Clear
and the
a couple
office."
of men
were preparing to carry the insensible boy to his cell, when an
elderly man of decent but poor appearance, clad in an old
suit of black, rushed hastily into the office, and advanced to the
bench.
"Stop, stop, — don't take him away, — for Heaven's sake
stop
Although
a moment,"
the presiding
cried the new-comer,
geniuses in breathless
such an office
with haste.
as this,
exercise a summary and arbitrary power over the liberties, the
good name, the character, almost the lives of Her Majesty's
subjects, especially of the poorer class ; and although within
such walls enough fantastic tricks are daily played to make the
angels weep hot tears of blood, they are closed to the public,
5
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through the medium
OLIVER
of theTWIST.
daily press. Mr. Fang was

consequently not a little indignant to see an unbidden guest en
ter"inWhat
such isirreverent
this ? — who
disorder.
is this ? Turn this man out. Clear the
ollice,"
" I will
cried
speak,"
Mr. Fang.
cried the man ; " I will not be turned out,—I
saw it all. I keep the book-stall. I demand to be sworn. I will
not be put down. Mr. Fang, you must hear me. You dare not
refuse,
The man
sir." was right. His manner was bold and determined,
and" Swear
the matter
the was
fellow,"
growing
growled
ratherFang
too serious
with atovery
be hushed
ill grace.
up.
" Now,
" This,"
man,said
what
thehave
man you
: " Igot
sawtothree
say?"boys—two others and

;

the prisoner here—loitering on the opposite side of the way,
when this gentleman was reading. The robbery was committed
by another boy. I saw it done, and I saw that this boy was perJ fectly amazed and stupified by it." Having by this time re
covered alittle breath, the worthy book- stall keeper proceeded
to relate in a more coherent manner the exact circumstances of
the"Why
robbery.
didn't you come here before?" said Fang after a
pause.
" I hadn't a soul to mind the shop," replied the man ;
" everybody that could have helped me had joined in the pur
suit. I could get nobody till five minutes ago, and I 've run here
all"the
The
way."
prosecutor was reading, was he?" inquired Fang, after
another
" Yes,"pause.
replied the man, " the very book he has in his
hand."
" Oh,
No,
Dearitthat
me,
is not,"
book,
I forgot
replied
eh ? all
" said
the
about
man,
Fang.
it!"with
exclaimed
" Is
a smile.
it paid
thefor?"
absent old

gentleman, innocently.
" A nice person to prefer a charge against a poor boy!" said
Fang, with a comical effort to look humane. " I consider, sir,
that you have obtained possession of that book under very sus
picious and disreputable circumstances, and you may think
yourself very fortunate that the owner of the property declines
to prosecute. Let this be a lesson to you, my man, or the law
will" overtake
D—n me!"
youcried
yet. The
the old
boygentleman,
is discharged.
bursting
Clearout
thewith
officethe
!"
rage he had kept down so long, " d—me ! I'll
"Clear the office!" roared :the magistrate.
you hear ? Clear the office !'"t~; '

"
"Officers, do
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The mandate was obeyed, and the indignant Mr. Brownlbw
was
cane
Heconveyed
inreached
the other
out,
theinyard,
with
a perfect
the
andbook
phrenzy
it vanished
in one
of rage
hand
in aand
moment.
anddefiance.
the bamboo
Little /u
, ''u' *".
Oliver Twist lay on his back on the pavement, with his shirt
unbuttened and his temples bathed with water; his face a
deadly
"Poor
white,
boy,and
poor
a cold
boy!"
tremble
said Mr.
convulsing
Brownlow,
his whole
bending
frame.
over
him. " Call a coach, somebody, pray,—directly !"
A coach was obtained, and Oliver, having been carefully
laid on one seat, the old gentleman got in and sat himself on
the other.
" Mayl
Bless me,
accompany
yes, myyou?"
dear friend,"
said the said
book-stall
Mr. Brownlow
keeper, looking
quickly.
in.
Jump
"I
IN The
WHICH
forgot
in.
book-stall
OLIVER
Poor
you.IS TAKEN
fellow
keeper
Dear,
CHAPTER
BETTER
! got
there's
dear!
into
CARE Ino
the
OFhave
THAN
time
coach,
XII.
this
HE
to EVBR
lose."
and
unhappy
WAS
awayBEFORE.
they
bookdrove.
WITH?
still.

SOME PARTICULARS CONCERNING A CERTAIN PICTURE.

The coach rattled away down Mount Pleasan t and up Exmouth street,—over nearly the same ground as that which Oliver had
traversed when he first entered London in company with the
Dodger,—and, turning a different way when it reached the
Angel at Islington, stopped at length before a neat house in a
quiet shady street near Pentonville. Here a bed was prepared
without loss of time, in which Mr. Brownlow saw his young
charge carefully and comfortably deposited;. and here he was
tended with a kindness and solicitude which knew no bounds.
But for many days Oliver remained insensible to all the good
ness of his new friends; the sun rose and sunk, and rose and
sunk again, and many times after that, and still the boy lay
stretched upon his uneasy bed, dwindling away beneath the dry
and wasting heat of fever,—that heat which, like the subtle acid
that gnaws into the very heart of hardest iron, burns only to
corrode" and to destroy. The worm does not his work more
surely on the dead body, than does this slow creeping fire upon
theWeak,
living frame.
and thin, and pallid, he awoke at last from what
seemed to have been a long and troubled dream.

Feebly

£%
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raising himself in the bed, with his head resting on his trembling
arm, he looked anxiously round.
" What room is this?—where have I been brought to?" said
Oliver.
He uttered
" This
these
is not
words
the in
place
a feeble
I went
voice,
to sleep
beingin."
very faint and
weak ; but they were overheard at once, for the curtain at the
bed's head was hastily drawn back, and a motherly old lady,
very neatly and precisely dressed, rose as she undrew it, from
an arm-chair close by, in which she had been sitting at needle
work.
"Hush, my dear," said the old lady softly. "You must be
very
as badquiet
as bad
or you'll
couldbebe,illpretty
again, nigh.
and youLiehave
down
been
again—there's
very bad,—

■ ,
^Lituc

a dear." With these words the old lady very gently placed
Oliver's head upon the pillow, and, smoothing back his hair
from his forehead, looked so kindly and lovingly in his face, that
he could not help placing his little withered hand upon hers,
and"Save
drawing
us ! "it said
round
thehis
old neck.
lady, with tears in her eyes, " what a
grateful little dear it is. Pretty creetur ! what would his mother
feel"Perhaps
if she hadshe
sat by
does
himsee
as Ime,"
have,whispered
and could Oliver
see himfolding
now ! "his
hands together ; " perhaps she has sat by me, ma'am. I almost
feel""IThat
assuppose
if she
washad."
the
it fever,
was," my
replied
dear,"
Oliver
said the
thoughtfully,
old lady mildly.
"because
heaven is a long way off, and they are too happy there to come
down to the bedside of a poor boy. But if she knew I was ill,
she must have pitied me even there, for she was very ill herself
before she died. She can't know anything about me though,"
added Oliver after a moment's silence, "for if she had seen me
beat, it would have made her sorrowful ; and her face has al
ways
Thelooked
old lady
sweet
made
andnohappy
reply when
to this,I have
but wiping
dreamther
of eyes
her."first,
and her spectacles, which lay on the counterpane, afterwards,
as if they were part and parcel of those features, brought some
cool stuff for Oliver to drink, and then patting him on the
cheek, told him he must lie very quiet, or he would be ill again.
So Oliver kept very still, partly because he was anxious to
obey the kind old lady in all things, and partly, to tell the truth,
because he was completely exhausted with what he had already
said. He soon fell into a gentle doze, from which he was
awakened by the light of a candle, which, being brought near
ticking
the bed,gold
showed
watchhim
in his
a gentleman,
hand, who felt
withhisa pulse
very and
largesaid
andheloudwas
a great deal better.

"You are a great deal
OLIVER
better,
TWIST.
are you not, my dear?" said
69
the"Yes,
gentleman.
Ithank
knowyou,
you are,"
sir," replied
said theOliver.
gentleman : " You're hungry

too,
"Hem!"
"No,
an't sir,"
you said
?"
answered
the gentleman.
Oliver.

"No, I know you're not.

He is not hungry, Mrs. Bedwin," said the gentleman, looking
very
Thewise.
old lady made a respectful inclination of the head, which
seemed to say that she thought the doctor was a very clever
man. The doctor appeared very much of the same opinion
himself.
" You feel sleepy, don't you, my dear ? " said the doctor.
"No,
" No,"sir,"
saidreplied
the doctor
Oliver.
with a very shrewd and satisfied look.
,;.

"You're not sleepy. Nor thirsty, are you ?"
"Yes,
"Just sir,
as Irather
expected,
thirsty,"
Mrs.answered
Bedwin,"Oliver.
said the doctor.

"It's

very natural that he should be thirsty—perfectly natural. You
may give him a little tea, ma'am, and some dry toast without any
butter. Don't keep him too warm, ma'am ; but be careful that
you don't let him be too cold—will you have the goodness?"
The old lady dropped a curtsey ; and the doctor, after tasting
the eool stuff, and expressing a qualified approval thereof, hur
ried away : his boots creaking in a very important and wealthy
manner
Oliverasdozed
he went
off again
down soon
stairs.after this, and when he awoke it
was nearly twelve
good-night
shortly o'clock.
afterwards,
Theand
oldleftlady
himtenderly
in chargebade
of ahim
fat M
old woman who had just come, bringing with her in a little
bundle a small Prayer Book and a large nightcap. Putting the
latter on her head, and the former on the table, the old woman,
after telling Oliver that she had come to sit up with him, drew
her chair close to the fire and went off into a series of short naps,
chequered at frequent intervals with sundry tumblings forward,
and
effectdivers
than moans
causingand
her chqkings,
to rub herwhich,.
nose very
however~
hard,had
andnothen
worse
fall yasleep
Andagain.
thus the night crept slowly on. Oliver lay awake for
some time, counting the little circles of light which the reflection
of the rusMight-shade threw upon the ceiling, or tracing with
his languid eyes the intricate pattern of the paper on the wall.
The darkness and deep stillness of the room were very solemn ;
and as they brought into the boy's mind the thought that death
had been hovering there for many days and nights, and might
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yet fill it with the gloom and dread of his awful presence, he
turned his face upon the pillow, and fervently prayed to
Heaven.
Gradually he fell into that deep tranquil sleep which ease
from recent suffering alone imparts ; that calm and peaceful rest
which it is pain to wake from. Who, if this were death, would
be roused again to all the struggles and turmoils of life,—to all
its cares for the present, its anxieties for the, future, and, more
than
It had
all, been
its weary
bright
recollections
day for hours
of when
the past
Oliver
!
opened his eyes,
and when he did so, he felt cheerful and happy. The crisis of
theIndisease
three was
days'safely
time past,
he was
andable
he belonged
to sit in to
anthe
easy-chair
world again.
well
cnjfc<vw. propped up with pillows ; and, as he was still too weak to walk,
Mrs. Bedwin had him carried down stairs into the little house
keeper's room, which belonged to her, where having sat him up
by the fireside, the good old lady sat herself down too, and,
being in a slate of considerable delight at seeing him so much
better, forthwith began to cry most violently.
"Never mind me, my dear," said the old lady; "I'm only
having a regular good cry. There ; it 's all over now, and 1 'm
quite comfortable."
""Well,
You 'renever
very, you
verymind
kind that,
to me,my
ma'am,"
dear," said
said Oliver.
the old lady;
^JdUn"
basin
the
had
you
that's
old
better
it,
this
full
for
lady
got
morning,
of
we
the
nothing
applied
broth,
look
doctor
and
the
strong
herself
to says
do
we
more
with
must
enough
Mr.
tohe'll
warming
your
BrownTow
getbetobroth,
up
pleased."
furnish
up
ourand
may
in
best
aanit's
little
come
And
looks,
ample
full
saucepan
with
in
time
because
dinner,
tothis,
you
seea

„ s when reduced to the regulation strength, for three hundred and
reZt.ti { fifty
"Are
paupers,
you at
fond
theofvery
pictures,
lowest dear?"
computation.
inquired the old lady,
seeing that Oliver had fixed his eyes most intently on a portrait
which
"I don't
hung against
quite know,
the wall
ma'am,"
just opposite
said Oliver,
his chair.
without taking
his eyes from the canvass; "I have seen so few that I hardly
know.
"Ah!"
What
said athe
beautiful,
old lady,mild
"painters
face thatalways
lady's make
is! " ladies out
prettier than they are, or they wouldn't get any custom, child.
The man that invented the machine for taking likenesses might
have known that would never succeed; it's a deal too honest,
-a deal," said the old lady, laughing very heartily at her own
acuteness.
"Is—is that a likeness, ma'am?" said Oliver.
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" Yes," said the old lady, looking up for a moment from the
broth;
" Whose,
"that's
ma'am?"
a portrait."
asked Oliver eagerly.
" Why, really, my dear, I don't know," answered the old lady
in a good-humoured manner. " It's not a likeness of anybody
that you or I know, I expect. It seems to strike your fancy,
dear."
""It
Why,
is so sure
veryyou
pretty—so
're not afraid
very beautiful,"
of it?" said
replied
the old
Oliver.
lady, ob
serving in great surprise the look of awe with which the child
regarded the painting.
"Oh no, no," returned Oliver quickly; "but the eyes look so
sorrowful, and where I sit they seem fixed upon me. It makes
my heart beat," added Oliver in a low voice, " as if it was alive,
and" Lord
wanted
save
to us
speak
! " exclaimed
to me, but
thecouldn't."
old lady, starting; "don't talk
in that way, child. You're weak and nervous after your illness.
Let me wheel your chair round to the other side, and then you
won't see it. There," said the old lady, suiting the'wtion to the
word
Oliver
; " you
did see
don't
it in
seehis
it mind's
now, ateye
all as
events."
distinctly as if he had not
altered
kind oldhis
lady
position,
; so he smiled
but he gently
thought
when
it better
she looked
not toatworry
him, and
the

^

befitting
broke
Mrs. Bcdwin,
bitssoofsolemn
toasted
satisfied
a preparation.
bread
that heinto
felt the
more
Oliver
broth
comfortable,
got
with
through
all the
salted
itbustle
with
and ^h.
extraordinary expedition, and had scarcely swallowed the last
spoonful when there came a soft tap at the door. " Come hi,"
said
had
Now,
the
no sooner
old
the lady
oldraised
;gentleman
and his
in walked
spectacles
cameMr.
in on
asBrownlow.
brisk
his forehead,
as need be
and
; but
thrust
he jf *"
long
great
shadowy
his hands
look
variety
from
behind
at of
Oliver,
sickness,
odd
the contortions.
skirts
than
and his
of
made
his
countenance
'Oliver
an
dressing-gown
ineffectual
looked
underwent
attempt
very
to take
worn
toaastand
good
very
and /"'-"'
j'»nJuviu
.,

up, out of respect to his benefactor, which terminated in his
sinking back into the chair again ; and the fact is, if the truth
must be told, that Mr. Brownlow's heart being large enough for
any six ordinary old gentlemen of humane disposition, forced a
supply of tears into his eyes by some hydraulic process which we
are"Poor
not sufficiently
boy, poor
philosophical
boy!" saidtoMr.
be inBrownlow,
a conditionclearing
to explain.
his
throat. " I'm rather hoarse this morning, Mrs. Bedwin ; I'm
afraid
" I hope
I have
not,
caught
sir," said
cold."
Mrs. Bedwin. " Everything you have
had, has been well aired, sir."
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" I don't know, Bedwin,—I don'L know," said Mr. Brownlow ;
" I rather think I had a damp napkin at dinner-time yesterday :
but never mind that. How do you feel, my dear?"
" Vfery happy, sir," replied Oliver, " and very grateful indeed,
sir, for your goodness to me."
" Good boy," said Mr. Brownlow stoutly. " Have you given
him
" He
anyhas
nourishment,
just had a basin
Bedwin?—any
of beautiful slops,
strongeh?"
broth, sir," replied
Mrs. Bedwin, drawing herself up slightly, and laying a strong
emphasis on the last word, to intimate that between slops, and
broth well compounded, there existed no affinity or connexion
whatsoever.
"Ugh!" said Mr. Brownlow, with a slight shudder; "a
couple of glasses of port wine would have done him a great deal
more
" My
good,—wouldn't
name is Oliver, they,
sir," replied
Tom White,—eh?"
the little invalid with a look
of "great
Oliver,"
astonishment.
said Mr. Brownlow;" Oliver what? Oliver White,

-eh?" %
" No, sir, Twist,—Oliver Twist."
fvwi-rt " Queer name," said the old gentleman. "What made you tell
theThis
" magistrate
I never
sounded
told
your
sohim
like
name
so,a falsehood,
sir,"
was returned
White?"
that Oliver
the oldin
gentleman
amazement.
looked

somewhat sternly in Oliver's face. It was impossible to doubt
him ; there was truth in every one of its thin and sharpened
-txtLf- lineaments.
i
"Some mistake," said Mr. Brownlow. But, although his
^V^.^.ws'imotive
face
idea
his"gaze.
Iof
came
hope
for
the looking
upon
you
resemblance
are
him
steadily
notsoangry
between
strongly
at with
Oliver
his
that
me,
features
nosir?"
helonger
could
said
and
existed,
Oliver,
not
somewithdraw
familiar
the
raising
old

/

his"eyes
No, beseechingly.
no," replied the old gentleman.—" Gracious God,
what's this!—Bedwin, look, look there!"
As he spoke, he pointed nastily to the picture above Oliver's
head, and then to the boy's face. There was its living copy,—
the eyes, the head, the mouth ; every feature was the same. The
expression was for the instant so precisely alike, that the minutest
line seemed copied with an accuracy which was perfectly
unearthly.
Oliver knew not the cause of this sudden exclamation, for he
was not strong enough to bear the start it gave him, and he
fainted away.
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CHAPTER XIII.
KEV£BTS TO THE MIRSY OLD GENTLEMAN AND HIS YOUTHFUL FRIENDS, THROUGH WnoM

' ' '*"yt*«-

A NEW ACQUAINTANCE IS INTRODUCED TO THE INTELLIGENT READER, AND CONNECTED
WITH WHOM VARIOUS PLEASANT MATTERS ARE RELATED APPERTAINING TO THIS
HISTORY.

When the Dodger and his accomplished friend Master Bates
joined in the hue-and-cry which was raised at Oliver's heels, in
consequence of their executing an illegal conveyance of Mr.
Brownlow's personal property, as has been already described
with great perspjcuity in a foregoing chapter, they were actuated, vhik
as we therein took occasion to observe, by a very laudable and
becoming regard for themselves : and for as much as the freedom
of the subject and the liberty of the individual are among the
first and proudest boasts of a true-hearted Englishman, so I
need hardly beg the reader to observe that this action must tend
to exalt them in the opinion of all public and patriotic men, in
almost as great a degree as this strong proof of their anxiety
for their own preservation and safety goes to corroborate and
judging
Nature's
confirm the
philosophers
deeds
littleand
codeactions
have
of laws
laid
; which
thedown
said
certain
as
philosophers
the
profound
mainsprings
very
and soundwisely
of all \
reducing the good lady's proceedings to matters of maxim and
theory, and by a very neat and pretty compliment to her exalted
wisdom and understanding, putting entirely out of sight any
considerations of heart, or generous impulse and feeling, as
matters totally beneath a female who is acknowledged by univer
sal admission to be so far beyond the numerous little foibles and
weaknesses
If 1 wanted
of her
anysex.
further proof of the strictly philosophical
nature of the conduct of these young gentlemen in their very
delicate predicament, I should at once find it in the fact (also
recorded in a foregoing part of this narrative) of their quitting
the pursuit when the general attention was fixed upon Oliver,
and making immediately for their home by the shortest possible
cut ; for although I do not mean to assert that it is the practice of
renowned and learned sages at all to shorten the road to any
great conclusion, their course indeed being rather to lengthen
gerings,
the distance
like unto
by various
those incircumlocutions
which drunken and
men discursive
under the pres
stagsure of a too mighty flow of ideas are prone to indulge, still I do
mean to say, and do say distinctly, that it is the invariable practice
of all mighty philosophers, in carrying out their theories, to
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evince great wisdom and foresight in providing against every
possible contingency which can be supposed at all likely to affect
themselves. Thus, to do a great right, you may do a little
wrong, and you may take any means which the end to be attained
will justify ; the amount of the right or the amount of the wrong,
or indeed the distinction between the two being left entirely to
the philosopher concerned : to be settled and determined by his
clear, comprehensive, and impartial view of his own particu
larItcase.
was not until the two boys had scoured with great rapidi
ty through a most intricate maze of narrow streets and courts,
that they ventured to halt by one consent beneath a low and
dark archway. Having remained silent here, just long enough
to recover breath to speak, Master Bates uttered an exclamation
of amusement and delight, and bursting into an uncontroll
able fit of laughter, flung himself upon a door-step, and rolled
thereon
"" What's
Ha
Hold
!inha
your
a !the
transport
hanoise,"
matter?"
!" roared
ofremonstrated
mirth.
inquired
Charley the
Bates.
the
Dodger.
Dodger, looking cau

tiously round. " Do you want to be grabbed, stupid ?"
" I can't help it," said Charley, " I can't help it. To see him
splitting away at that pace, and cutting round the corners, and
knocking up against the posts, and starting on again as if he
was made of iron as well as them, and me with the wipe in my
pocket, singing out arter him—oh, my eye !" The vivid imagi
nation of Master Bates presented the scene before him in too
strong colours. As he arrived at this apostrophe, he again
rolled upon the door-step, and laughed louder than before.
" What 'll Fagin say?" inquired the Dodger, taking advan
tage of the next interval of breathlessness on the part of his
friend to propound the question.
""Why,
What!"
Ah, what?"
what
repeated
said
should
the
Charley
he
Dddger.
say?"
Bates.
inquired Charley, stopping
rather suddenly in his merriment, for the Dodger's manner was
impressive
Mr. Dawkins
; " what
whistled
shouldfor
he asaycouple
?"
of minutes, and then,
taking
" Toor
What
off his
rul
do you
hat,
lol mean?"
scratched
loo, gammon
said
his Charley.
head
andand
spinnage,
nodded thrice.
the frog he
wouldn't, and high cockolorum," said the Dodger, with a slight
sneer
Thisonwas
his explanatory,
intellectual countenance.
but not satisfactory. Master Bates felt
it so,
Theand
Dodger
again made
said, "noWhat
reply,do
butyou
putting
meanhis
?" hat on again, and
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gathering the skirts of his long-tailed coat under his arms, thrust
his tongue into his cheek, slapped the bridge of his nose some
half-dozen times in a familiar but expressive manner, and turn
ing on his heel, slunk down the court. Master Rates followed,
with a thoughtful countenance. The noise of footsteps on the
creaking stairs a few minutes after the occurrence of this con
versation roused the merry old gentleman as he sat over the fire
with a saveloy and a small loaf in his left hand, a pocket knife
in his right, and a pewter pot on the trivet. There was a ras
cally smile on his white face as he turned round, and, looking
sharply out from under his thick red eyebrows, bent his ear
towards
"Why,thehow's
door and
this?"
listened
muttered
intently.
the Jew, changing counte
nance ; " only two of 'em ! Where's the third? They can't have
gotThe
intofootsteps
trouble. approached
Hark ! " nearer ; they reached the landing,
the door was slowly opened, and the Dodger and Charley Bates
entered and closed it behind them.
" Where's Oliver? " said the furious Jew, rising with a mena
cing
Thelook
young
: " where's
thieves eyed
the boy?"
their preceptor as if they were alarm
ed at his violence, and looked uneasily at each other, but made
no"reply.
What's become of the boy?" said the Jew, seizing the Dod
ger tightly by the collar, and threatening him with horrid impre
cations.
Mr. Fagin
' ' Speak
looked
out, so
or I'll
verythrottle
much you
in !earnest,
"
that Charley
Bates, who deemed it prudent in all cases to be on the safe side,
and conceived it by no means improbable that it might be his
turn to be throttled second, dropped upon his knees, and raised
a loud, well-sustained, and continuous roar, something between
an insane bull and a speaking-trumpet.
" Will you speak?" thundered the Jew, shaking the Dodger
so much that his keeping in the big coat at all seemed perfectly
miraculous.
" Why, the traps have got him, and that's all about it," said
the Dodger sullenly. "Come, let go o' me, will you!" and,
swinging himself at one jerk clean out of the big coat, which he
left in the Jew's hands, the Dodger snatched up the toastingfork and made a pass at the merry old gentleman's waistcoat,
which, if it had taken effect, would have let a little more mer
riment out than could have been easily replaced in a month or
two.
The Jew stepped back in this emergency with more agility
than could have been anticipated in a man of his apparent de
crepitude, and, seizing up the pot, prepared to hurl it at his

76

OLIVER TWIST.

assailant's head. But Charley Bales at this moment calling his
attention by a perfectly terrific howl, he suddenly altered its
destination,
" Why, what
and the
flung
blazes
it full
is at
in the
thatwind
young
now?"
gentleman.
growled a deep
voice. "Who pitched that 'ere at me? It's well it's the beer,
and not the pot, as hit me, or I'd have settled somebody. I
might have know'd, as nobody but an infernal, rich, plundering,
thundering old Jew could afford to throw away any drink but
water, and not that, unless he done the River company every
quarter. Wot's it all about, Fagin? D—me, if my neckankecher an't lined with beer. Come in, you sneaking warmint;
wot are you stopping outside for, as if you was ashamed of your
master. Come in ! "
The man who growled out these words was a stoutly-built
fellow of about five-and-thirty, in a black velveteen coat, very
soiled drab breeches, lace-up half-boots, and grey cotton stock
ings, which enclosed a very bulky pair of legs, with large swell
ing calves,—the kind of legs which in such costume always look
in an unfinished and incomplete state without a set of fetters to
garnish them. He had a brown hat on his head, and a dirty
belcher handkerchief round his neck, with the long frayed ends
of which he smeared the beer from his face as he spoke : dis
closing, when he had done so, a broad heavy countenance with
a beard of three days' growth, and two scowling eyes, one of
which displayed various parti-coloured symptoms of having
been
"Come
recently
in, damaged
d'ye hear?"
by agrowled
blow. this engaging-looking ruf
fian. A white shaggy dog, with his face scratched and torn in
twenty
" Why
different
didn't you
places,
come
skulked
in afore?"
into thesaid
room.
the man. "You're
getting too proud to own me afore company, are you? Lie
down!"
This command was accompanied with a kick which sent the
animal to the other end of the room. He appeared well used to
it, however ; for he coiled himself up in a corner, very quietly
without uttering a sound, and, winking his very ill-looking eyes
about twenty times in a minute, appeared to occupy himself in
taking a survey of the apartment.
" What are you up to? Ill-treating the boys, you covetous,
avaricious in-sa-ti-a-ble old fence?" said the man, seating him
self deliberately. " I wonder they don't murder you ; / would
if I was them. If I'd been your 'prentice, I'd have done it long
ago; and — no, I couldn't have sold you arterwards, though;
for you're fit for nothing but keeping as a curiosity of ugliness
in a glass bottle, and I suppose they don't blow them large
enough."
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" Hush! hush! Mr. Sikes," said the Jew, trembling; "don't
speak
" None
so loud."
of your mistering," replied the ruffian ; " you always
mean mischief when you come that. You know my name : out
with
" Well,
it. I shan't
well, then—Bill
disgrace itSikes,"
when the
saidtime
the comes."
Jew with abject hu
mility.
"Perhaps
" YouI seem
am," out
replied
of humour,
Sikes. "Bill."
I should think you were
rather out of sorts too, unless you mean as little harm when
you throw pewter pots about, as you do when you blab
and
"
" Are you mad ?" said the Jew, catching the man by the sleeve,
andMr.
pointing
Sikes contented
towards thehimself
boys. with tying an imaginary knot
under his left ear, and jerking his head over on the right
shoulder ; a piece of dumb show which the Jew appeared to un
derstand perfectly. He then in cant terms, with which his
whole conversation was plentifully besprinkled, but which would
be quite unintelligible if they were recorded here* demanded a
glass
" And
of liquor.
mind you don't poison it," said Mr. Sikes, laying his
hatThis
uponwas
thesaid
table.
in jest ; but if the speaker could have seen the
evil leer with which the Jew bit his pale lip as he turned round
to the cupboard, he might have thought the caution not wholly
unnecessary, or the wish (at all events,) to improve upon the
distiller's ingenuity not very far from the old gentleman's merry
heart.
After swallowing two or three glassfuls of spirits, Mr. Sikes
condescended to take some notice of the young gentlemen ;
which gracious act led to a conversation in which the cause and
manner of Oliver's capture were circumstantially detailed, with
such alterations and improvements on the truth as to the Dodger
appeared
" I'm afraid,"
most advisable
said theunder
Jew,the" circumstances.
that he may say something
which
" That's
will get
veryuslikely,"
into trouble."
returned Sikes with a malicious grin.
" You
" And
're Iblowed
'm afraid,
uponyou
Fagin."
see," added the Jew, speaking as if he
had not noticed the interruption, and regarding the other closely
as he did so,—" I'm afraid that, if the game was up with us, it
might be up with a good many more ; and that it would come
outThe
rather
manworse
started,
for you
and than
turned
it would
fiercely
forround
me, my
upon
dear."
the Jew;
but the old gentleman's shoulders were shrugged up to his ears,
and his eyes were vacantly staring on the opposite wall.
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There was a long pause. Every member of the respectable
coterie appeared plunged in his own reflections, not excepting
the dog, who by a certain malicious licking of his lips seemed to
be meditating an attack upon the legs of the first gentleman or
lady
" Somebody
he might encounter
must find inoutthewhat's
streetsbeen
whendone
he went
at the
out.office,"
said Mr. Sikes in a much lower tone than he had taken since he
came in.
The
" If he
Jewhasn't
nodded
peached,
assent. and is committed, there's no fear till
he comes out again," said Mr. Sikes, " and then he must be
taken care on. You must get hold of him, somehow."
The
Againprudence
the Jew of
nodded.
this line of action, indeed, was obvious, but
unfortunately there was one very strong objection to its being
adopted ; and this was, that the Dodger, and Charley Bates, and
Fagin, and Mr. William Sikes, happened one and all to enter
tain a most violent and deeply-rooted antipathy to going near a
police-office
How long on
they
anymight
ground
have
or sat
pretext
and looked
whatever.
at each other in a
state of uncertainty not the most pleasant of its kind, it is diffi
cult to say. It is not necessary to make any guesses on the
subject, however; for the sudden entrance of the two young
ladies whom Oliver had seen on a former occasion caused the
conversation
" The verytothing
flow !afresh.
" said the Jew. " Bet will go ; won't you,
my" dear?"
Wheres?
Only just "upinquired
to the office,
the young
my dear,"
lady. said the Jew coaxingly.
It is due to the young lady to say that she did not positively
affirm that she would not, but that she merely expressed an
emphatic and earnest desire to be " blessed " if she would; a
polite and delicate evasion of the request, which shows the
young lady to have been possessed of that natural good-breeding
which cannot bear to inflict upon a fellow-creature the pain of
gown,
alady,
direct
The
" Nancy,
who
green
Jew's
andwas
my
pointed
boots,
countenance
dear,"
gaily,
and
refusal.
said
not
yellow
fell,
the
to say
Jew
and
curl-papers,
gorgeously
inhea turned
soothing
to attired
from
the
manner,
other
this
, infemale.
"young
awhat
red

do "That
you sayit ? won't
"
do; so it's no use a-trying it on, Fagin,"
replied
" What
Nancy.
do you mean by that?" said Mr. Sikes, looking up
in "a What
surly manner.
I say, Bill," replied the lady collectedly.
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" Why, you're just the very person for it," reasoned Mr.
Sikes
" And
: " nobody
as I don't
about
wanthere
'emknows
to, neither,"
anythingreplied
of you."
Nancy in the
same composed manner, "it's rather more no than ves with
me," She
Bill."'ll go, Fagin," said Sikes.
And
" Yes,
No,Mr.
she
sheSikes
won't,
will,was
Fagin,"
Fagin,"
right.said
bawled
BySikes.
dintNancy.
of alternate threats, pro
mises, and bribes, the female in question was ultimately pre
vailed upon to undertake the commission. She was not indeed
withheld by the same considerations as her agreeable friend, for
having
lane from
very
therecently
remote removed
but genteel
intosuburb
the neighbourhood
of Ratcliffe, of
sheFieldwas
not under the same apprehension of being recognised by any of
herAccordingly,
numerous acquaintance.
with a clean white apron tied over her gown,
and her curl-papers tucked up under a straw bonnet,—both
articles of dress being provided from the Jew's inexhaustible
stock,—Miss
" Stop a minute,
Nancy my
prepared
dear,"tosaid
issuetheforth
Jew,onproducing
her errand.a little
covered basket. "Carry that in one hand; it looks more
respectable,
"Give hermya dear."
door-key to carry in her t'other one, Fagin,"
said
" Yes,
Sikesyes,
; " itmy
looks
dear,
real so
anditgenivine
does," said
like."the Jew, hanging a
large street-door key on the fore-finger of the young lady's right
hand. " There ; very good,—very good indeed, my dear," said
the Jew, rubbing his hands.
*
"Oh, my brother! my poor, dear, sweet, innocent little
brother ! " exclaimed Nancy, bursting into tears, and wringing
the little basket and the street-door key in an agony of distress.
" What has become of him ! — where have they taken him to !
Oh, do have pity, and tell me what's been done with the dear
boy, gentlemen ; do, gentlemen, if you please, gentlemen."
Having uttered these words in a most lamentable and heart
broken tone, to the immeasurable delight of her hearers, Miss
Nancy paused, winked to the company, nodded smilingly round,
and" Ah
disappeared.
! she's a clever girl, my dears," said the Jew, turning
round to his young friends, and shaking his head gravely, as if
in mute admonition to them to follow the bright example they
had" just
She'sbeheld.
a honour to her sex," said Mr. Sikes, filling his glass,
and smiting the table with his enormous fist. "Here 's her health,
and wishing they was all like her ! "
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While these and many other encomiums were being passed
on the accomplished Nancy, that young lady made the best of
her way to the police-office ; whither, notwithstanding a little
natural timidity consequent upon walking through the streets
alone and unprotected, she arrived in perfect safety shortly
afterwards.
Entering by the back way, she tapped softly with the key at
one of the cell-doors, and listened. There was no sound within,
so she coughed and listened again. Still there was no reply, so
she spoke.
"Nolly, dear?" murmured Nancy in a gentle voice; —
"Nolly?"
There was nobody inside but a miserable shoeless criminal,
who had been taken up for playing the flute, and who — the
offence against society having been clearly proved — had been
very properly committed by Mr. Fang to the House of Correc
tion for one month, with the appropriate and amusing remark
more
that since
wholesomely
he had soexpended
much breath
on thetotreadmill
spare, itthan
would
in abemusical
much
instrument. He made no answer, being occupied in mentally
bewailing the loss of the flute, which had been confiscated for
the use of the county ; so Nancy passed on to the next cell, and
knocked there.
""Is
Well,"
therecried
a little
a faint
boy and
here?"
feeble
inquired
voice. Nancy with a preli
minary
" No,"
sob.
replied the voice ; " God forbid ! "
This was a vagrant of sixty-five, who was going to prison for
not playing the fluje , or, in other words , for begging in the
streets, and doing nothing for his livelihood. In the next cell
was another man, who was going to the same prison for hawk
ing tin saucepans without a license : thereby doing something
forBut,
his as
living
neither
in defiance
of theseof criminals
the Stamp-office.
answered to the name of
Oliver, or knew anything about him, Nancy made straight up
to the bluff officer in the striped waistcoat, and with the most
piteous wailings and lamentations, rendered more piteous by a
prompt and efficient use of the street-door key and the little
basket,
" Why,
Where
I haven't
demanded
the
is got
he?"
gentleman
him,
her
screamed
own
my's dear,"
got
dear
Nancy
him,"
brother.
saidinreplied
the
a distracted
oldthe
man.
officer.
manner.

" What gentleman?—Oh, gracious heavens what gentleman?"
exclaimed
In reply Nancy.
to this incoherent questioning, the old man informed
the deeply affected sister that Oliver had been taken ill in the

OLIVER TWIST.

81

offico, and discharged in consequence of a witness having proved
the robbery to have been committed by another boy not in
custody ; and that the prosecutor had carried him away in an
insensible condition to his own residence, of and concerning
which all the informant knew was, that it was somewhere at
Pentonville; he having heard that word mentioned in the
directions
In a dreadful
to the coachman.
state of doubt and uncertainty the agonised
young woman staggered to the gate, and then, - exchanging her
faltering gait for a good swift steady run, returned by the most
devious and complicated route she could think of, to the domicile
of Mr.
the Jew.
Bill Sikes no sooner heard the account of the expedition
delivered, than he very hastily called up the white dog, and,
putting on his hat, expeditiously departed, without devoting
any
morning.
" We
timemust
to the
knowformality
where heofis, wishing
my dearsthe
; he company
must be found,"
good-

said the Jew, greatly excited. " Charley, do nothing but skulk
about, till you bring home some news of him. Nancy, my dear,
I must have him found : I trust to you, my dear,—to you and
the Artful for everything. Stay, stay," added the Jew, unlocking
a drawer with a shaking hand; " there 's money, my dears. I
shall shut up this shop to-night : you 'll know where to find me.
Don't
Withstop
these
here
words
a minute,—not
he pushed them
an instant,
from my
the dears
room,! and
" care
fully double-locking and barring the door behind them, drew
from its place of concealment the box which he had unintention
ally disclosed to Oliver, and hastily proceeded to dispose the
watches
A rap and
at the
jewellery
door startled
beneath
himhisinclothing.
this occupation. " Who 's
there?" he cried in a shrill tone of alarm.
" Me!
Is
What
he" to
replied
now?"
be kidnapped
the
cried
voice
the to
of
Jew
theimpatiently.
Dodger
other ken,
through
Nancy
thesays?"
key-hole.
in
quired the Dodger cautiously.
" Yes," replied the Jew, " wherever she lays hands on him.
Find him, find him out, thai 's all. I shall know what to do
next,
Thenever
boy murmured
fear."
a reply of intelligence, and hurried down
stairs
" He
after
hashis
notcompanions.
peached so far," said the Jew as he pursued his
occupation. " If he means to blab us among his new friends,
we may stop his windpipe yet."'
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CHAPTER XIV.

COMPRISING FURTHER PARTICULARS OF OLIVER'S STAY AT MR. BROWNLOW's, WITH THE

REMARKABLE PREDICTION WHICH ONE MR. GRIMWIG UTTERED CONCERNING HIM, WHEN
HE WENT OUT ON AN ERRAND.

Oliver soon recovered from the fainting-fit into which Mr.
Brownlow's abrupt exclamation had thrown him ; and the
subject of the picture was carefully avoided, both by the old
gentleman and Mrs. Bedwin, in the conversation that ensued,
which indeed bore no reference to Oliver's history or prospects,
but was confined to such topics as might amuse without exciting
him. He was still too weak to get up to breakfast ; but, when
he came down into the housekeeper's room next day, his first
act was to cast an eager glance at the wall, in the hope of again
looking on the face of the beautiful lady. His expectations were
disappointed,
"Ah!" said
however,
the housekeeper,
for the picture
watching
had beentheremoved.
direction of
Oliver's
" I seeeyes.
it is ma'am,"
" It is gone,
replied
you
Oliver,
see." with a sigh. " Why have
they taken it away? "
" It has been taken down, child, because Mr. Brownlow said,
that, as it seemed to worry you, perhaps it might prevent your
getting well, you know," rejoined the old lady.
" Oh, no, indeed it didn't worry me, ma'am," said Oliver.
" I"Well,
liked towell!"
see it; said
I quite
theloved
old lady,
it." good-humouredly; "you
get well as fast as ever you can, dear, and it shall be hung up
again. There, I promise you that ; now let us talk about some
thing
Thiselse."
was all the information Oliver could obtain about the pic
ture at that time, and as the old Jady had been so kind to him in
his illness, he endeavoured to think no more of the subject just
then; so listened attentively to a great many stories she told him
about an amiable and handsome daughter of hers, who was mar
ried to an amiable and handsome man, and lived in the country ;
and a son, who was clerk to a merchant in the West Indies, and
who was also such a good young man, and wrote such dutiful
letters home four times a year, that it brought the tears into her
eyes to talk about them. When the old lady had expatiated a
long time on the excellences of her children, and the merits of
her kind good husband besides, who had been dead and gone,
poor dear soul! just six-and-twenty years, it was time to have
tea ; and after tea she began to teach Oliver cribbage, which he
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learnt as quickly as she could teach, and at which game they
played, with great interest and gravity, until it was time for the
invalid to have some warm wine and water, with a slice of dry
toast,
Theyandwere
to gohappy
cosilydays
to bed.
those of Oliver's recovery. Every
thing was so quiet, and neat, and orderly : everybody so kind
and gentle, that after the noise and turbulence in the midst of
which he had always lived, it seemed like heaven itself. He was
no sooner strong enough to put his clothes on properly, than
Mr. Brownlow caused a complete new suit, and a new cap, and
a new pair of shoes, to be provided for him. As Oliver wastold
that he might do what he liked with the old clothes, he gave
them to a servant who had been very kind to him, and asked
her to sell them to a Jew, and keep the money for herself. This
she very readily did ; and, as Oliver looked out of the parlour
window, and saw the Jew roll them up in his bag and walk
away, he felt quite delighted to think that they were safely gone,
and that there was now no possible danger of his ever being
able to wear them again. They were sad rags, to tell the truth ;
andOne
Oliver
evening,
had never
abouthad
a week
a new
after
suitthe
before.
affair of the picture, as
he was sitting talking to Mrs. Bedwin, there came a message
down from Mr. Brownlow, that if Oliver Twist felt pretty well,
he should like to see him in his study, and talk to him a little
while.
" Bless us, and save us ! wash your hands, and let me part
your hair nicely for you, child," said Mrs. Bedwin. " Dear
heart alive ! if we had known he would have asked for you, we
would have put yon a clean collar on, and made you as smart as
sixpence."
Oliver did as the old lady bade him, and, although she la
mented grievously meanwhile that there was not even time to
crimp the little frill that bordered his shirt-collar, he looked so
delicate and handsome, despite that important personal advan
tage, that she went so far as to say, looking at him with great
complacency from head to foot, that she really didn't think it
would have been possible on the longest notice to have made
much
Thusdifference
encouraged,
in him
Oliver
for the
tapped
better.
at the study door, and, on
Mr. Brownlow calling to him to come in, found himself in a
little back room quite full of books, with a window looking into
some pleasant little gardens. There was a table drawn up be
fore the window, at wliich Mr. Brownlow was seated reading.
When he saw Oliver, he pushed the book away from him, and
told him to come near the table and sit down. Oliver complied,
marvelling where the people could be found to read such a great
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number of books as seemed to be written to make the world
wiser,—which is still a marvel to more experienced people than
Oliver
" There
Twist
areevery
a good
daymany
of their
books,
lives.
are there not, my boy?" said
Mr. Brownlow, observing the curiosity with which Oliver sur
veyed
" A the
great
shelves
number,
that reached
sir," replied
from the
Oliver;
floor to
"Ithe
never
ceiling.
saw so
many."
" You shall read them if you behave well," said the old gentle
man kindly; "and you will like that, better than looking at the
outsides, — that is, in some cases, because there are books of
which
" I suppose
the backsthey
and covers
are those
are by
heavy
far the
ones,
bestsir,"
parts."
said Oliver,
pointing to some large quartos with a good deal of gilding about
the" binding.
Not always those," said the old gentleman, patting Oliver
on the head, and smiling as he did so ; " there are other equally
heavy ones, though of a much smaller size. How should you like
to "grow
What!
I think
up Iawouldn't
would
clever man,
rather
you like
and
readto
write
them,
be abooks,
book-writer
sir," eh?"
replied?" Oliver.
said the old
gentleman.
Oliver considered a little while, and at last said he should
think it would be a much better thing to be a bookseller; upon
which the old gentleman laughed heartily, and declared he had
said a very good thing, which Oliver felt glad to have done,
though he by no means knew what it was.
" Well, well,".said the old gentleman, composing his features,
' ' don't be afraid ; we won't make an author of you, while there's
an "Thank
honest trade
you, tosir,"
be learnt,
said Oliver
or brick-making
; and at the earnest
to turn manner
to."
of
his reply the old gentleman laughed again, and said something
about a curious instinct, which Oliver, not understanding, paid
no" very
Now,"
great
saidattention
Mr. Brownlow,
to. speaking if possible in a kinder, but
at the same time in a much more serious manner than Oliver had
ever heard him speak in yet, "I want you to pay great attention,
my boy, to what I am going to say. I shall talk to you without
any reserve, because I am sure you are as well able to under
stand
"Oh,
medon't
as many
tell me
older
youpersons
are going
would
to send
be." me away, sir, pray !"
exclaimed Oliver, alarmed by the serious tone of the old gentle
man's commencement! "don't turn me out of doors to wander
in the streets again. Let me stay here and be a servant. Don't
send me back to the wretched place I came from. Have mercy
upon a poor boy, sir ; do ? "
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"My dear child," said the old gentleman, moved by the
warmth of Oliver's sudden appeal, " you need not be afraid of
my"Ideserting
never,
hope not,"
never
you,rejoined
unless
will, sir,"
you
theinterposed
old
give gentleman;
me cause."
Oliver. "I do not think
you ever will. I have been deceived before, in the objects whom
I have endeavoured to benefit; but I feel strongly disposed to
trust you, nevertheless, and more interested in your behalf than
I can well account for, even to myself. The persons on whom I
have bestowed my dearest love lie deep in their graves ; but, al
though the happiness and delight of my life lie buried there too,
I have not made a coffin of my heart, and sealed it up for ever on
my best affections. Deep affliction has only made them stronger ;
it ought, I think, for it should refine our nature."
As the old gentleman said this in a low voice, more to himself
than to his companion, and remained silent for a short time
afterwards, Oliver sat quite still, almost afraid to breathe.
" Well, well," said the old gentleman at length in a more
cheerful tone, " I only say this, because you have a young heart,
and knowing that I have suffered great pain and sorrow, you
will be more careful, perhaps, not to wound me again. You
say you are an orphan, without a friend in the world; all the
inquiries I have been able to make confirm the statement. Let
me hear your story; where you came from, Avho brought you
up, and how you got into the company in which I found you.
Speak the truth ; and if I find you have committed no crime, you
when
willOliver's
never
he was
be
sobs
friendless
onchecked
the point
while
hisofIutterance
beginning
live." forto some
relateminutes
how he; had
and
been brought up at the farm, and carried to the workhouse by
Mr. Bumble, a peculiarly impatient little double-knock was
heard at the street-door, and the servant, running up stairs,
announced Mr. Grimwig.
*'" Is
Yes,
hesir,"
coming
replied
up?"theinquired
servant.Mr.
" He
Brownlow.
asked if there were any
muffins in the house, and, when I told him yes, he said he had
eome
Mr.toBrownlow
tea."
smiled , and , turning to Oliver, said Mr.
Grimwig was an old friend of his, and he must not mind his being
a little rough in his manners , for he was a worthy creature at
bottom,
" No,"
Shallasreplied
I he
go had
down
Mr.
reason
stairs,
Brownlow;
to sir?
know.
" inquired
" I wouldOliver.
rather you stopped

here."
At this moment there walked into the room, supporting him
self by a thick stick, a stout old gentleman, rather lame in one
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leg, who was dressed in a blue coat, striped waistcoat, nankeen
breeches and gaiters, and a broad-brimmed white hat, with the
sides turned up with green. A very small-plaited shirt-frill
stuck out from his waistcoat, and a very long steel watch-chain,
with nothing but a key at the end, dangled loosely below it.
The ends of his white neckerchief were twisted into a ball .about
the size of an orange ;— the variety of shapes into which his
countenance was twisted defy description. He had a manner
of screwing his head round on one side when he spokej and
looking out of the corners of his eyes at the same time, which
irresistibly reminded the beholder of a parrot. In this attitude
he fixed himself the moment he made his appearance; and,
holding out a small piece of orange-peel at arm's length, ex
claimed
" Lookin here
a growling,
! do you discontented
see this ? Isn't
voice.
it a most wonderful and
extraordinary thing that I can't call at a man's house but I find
a piece of this poor-surgeon's-friend on the staircase? I've
been lamed with orange-peel once, and 1 know orange-peel
will be my death at last. It will, sir ; orange-peel will be my
death, or I'll be content to eat my own head, sir !" This was
the handsome offer with which Mr. Grimwig backed and con
firmed nearly every assertion he made : and it was the moresingular in his case, because, even admitting, for the sake of
argument, the possibility of scientific improvements being ever
brought to that pass which will enable a gentleman to eat his
wig's
own head
head inwasthesuch
eventa particularly
of his being large
so disposed,
one, thatMr.
theGrimmost
sanguine man alive could hardly entertain a hope of being able
to get through it at a sitting—to put entirely out of the question
a very
" I'llthick
eat my
coating
head,of sir,"
powder.
repeated Mr. Grimwig, striking his
stick upon the ground. "Hallo! what's that?" he added,
looking
"Thisatis Oliver,
young Oliver
and retreating
Twist, whom
a pace
weorwere
two.speaking about."
said
Oliver
"You
Mr. bowed.
don't
Brownlowmean to say that's the boy that had the fever, I

hope?" said Mr. Grimwig, recoiling a little further. " Wait a
minute, don't speak : stop—" continued Mr. Grimwig abruptly,
losing all dread of the fever in his triumph at the discovery ;
" that's the boy that had the orange! If that 's not the boy, sir,
that had the orange, and threw this bit of peel upon the stair
case,
" No,
I 'llno,
eathe
myhas
head
not and
had his
one,"
too."
said Mr. Brownlow, laughing.
" Come, put down your hat, and speak to my young friend."
't I feel strongly on this subject, sir," said the irritable old
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gentleman, drawing off his gloves. "There's always more or
less orange-peel on the pavement in our street, and I know it 's
put there by the surgeon's boy at the corner. A young woman
stumbled
railings ; directly
over a she
bit got
lastupnight,
I saw and
her look
fell against
towardsmy
his gardeninfernal
red lamp with the pantomime-light. ' Don't go to him,' I called
If
knock
outheofisthe
on
notwindow,
the ground
" Here
' he 's
with
theanirascible
assassin,—a
his stick,
old which
gentleman
man-trap
was gave
! always
' Soa he
great
un
is.
derstood by his friends to imply the customary offer whenever
it was not expressed in words. Then, still keeping his stick in
his hand, he sat down, and, opening a double eye-glass which
he wore attached to a broad black riband, took a view of Oliver,
who, seeing that he was the object of inspection, coloured, and
bowed
" That
again.
'sis the
theboy,
boy,"
is it?"
replied
saidMr.
Mr. Brownlow,
Grimwig, atnodding
length. goodhumouredly to Oliver.
" How
A great
aredeal
you,better,
boy?"thank
said you,
Mr. Grimwig.
sir," replied Oliver.
Mr. Brownlow, seeming to apprehend that his singular friend
was about to say something disagreeable, asked Oliver to step
down stairs and tell Mrs. Bedwin they were ready for tea, which,
as he did not half like the visitor's manner, he was very happy
to ""Don't
do.
He
I don't
is a know?"
nice-looking
know," replied
boy,Grimwig,
is he not?"pettishly.
inquired Mr. Brownlow.

"No, I don't know. I never see any difference in boys. I
only know two sorts of boys,— mealy boys, and beef-faced
boys."
" And which is Oliver ! "
"Mealy. I know a friend who's got a beef-faced boy; a
fine boy they call him, with a round head, and red cheeks, and
glaring eyes ; a horrid boy, with a body and limbs that appear
to be swelling out of the seams of his blue clothes—with the
voice of a pilot, and the appetite of a wolf. I know him, the
wretch ! "
"Come," said Mr. Brownlow, "these are not the charac
teristics
"Theyofare
young
not,"
Oliver
replied
Twist
Grimwig.
; so he needn't
" He may
excitehave
yourworse."
wrath."
Here Mr. Brownlow coughed impatiently, which appeared to
afford Mr. Grimwig the most exquisite delight.
, "He may have worse, I say," repeated Mr. Grimwig. "Where
does he come from ? Who is he ? What is he ? He has had a
fever—what of that? Fevers are not peculiar to good people,
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are they ? Bad people have fevers sometimes, haven't they, eh?
I knew a man that was hung in Jamaica for murdering his
master ; he had had a fever six times ; he wasn't recommended
to Now,
mercythe
on fact
that was,
account.
that, in
Pooh
the! inmost
nonsense
recesses
!"
of his own
heart, Mr. Grimwig was strongly disposed to admit that Oliver's
appearance and manner were unusually prepossessing, but he
had a strong appetite for contradiction, sharpened on this oc
casion by the finding of the orange-peel ; and inwardly deter
mining that no man should dictate to him whether a boy was
well-looking or not, he had. resolved from the first to oppose his
friend. When Mr. Brownlow admitted that on no one point of
inquiry could he yet return a satisfactory answer, and that he
had postponed any investigation into Oliver's previous history
until he thought the boy was strong enough to bear it, Mr.
Grimwig chuckled maliciously, and demanded, with a sneer,
whether the housekeeper was in the habit of counting the plate
at
some
night
sunshiny
; because,
morning,
if she didn't
why, find
he would
a table-spoon
be content
or two
to missing
, et
cetera.
AH this, Mr, Brownlow, although himself somewhat of an
impetuous gentleman, knowing his friend's peculiarities, bore
with great good humour ; as Mr Grimwig, at tea, was graciously
pleased to express his entire approval of the muffins, matters
went on very smoothly : and Oliver, who made one of the party,
began to feel more at his ease than he had yet done in the fierce
old" gentleman's
And when are
presence.
you going to hear a full, true, and particular
account of the life and adventures of Oliver Twist?" asked
Grimwig of Mr. Brownlow, at the conclusion of the meal:
looking
" To-morrow
sidewaysmorning,"
at Oliver asreplied
he resumed
Mr. Brownlow.
the subject. " I would
rather he was alone with me at the time. Come up to me
to-morrow
"Yes, sir,"
morning
repliedatOliver.
ten o'clock,
He answered
my dear." with some hesita
tion, because he was confused by Mr. Grimwig's looking so hard
at him.
"I'll tell you what," whispered that gentleman to Mr.
Brownlow ; " he won't come up to you to-morrow morning.
I saw him hesitate. He is deceiving you, my dear friend."
" If
11lheswear
is not,"
he issaid
not,"
Mr.replied
Grimwig,
Mr. "Brownlow,
I'll——"and
warmly.
down went
the stick.
" I'll answer for that boy's truth with my life," sajd Mr.,
Brownlow, knocking the table.
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wig,
"We
" And
knocking
shall
I for his
see,"
the falsehood
table
saidalso.
Mr.withBrownlow,
my head,"checking
rejoined Mr.
his Grimrising

passion.
" We will," replied Mr. Grimwig, with a provoking smile ;
" we
As will."
fate would have it, Mrs. Bedwin chanced to bring in at
this moment a small parcel of books which Mr. Brownlow
had that morning purchased of the identical bookstall-keeper
who has already figured in this history ; which having laid on
the"table,
Stop she
the prepared
boy, Mrs.toBedwin,"
leave the room.
said Mr. Brownlow; " there
is something
""He
Callhas
after
gone,
tohim,"
gosir,"
back."
said
replied
Mr. Brownlow
Mrs. Bedwin.
; " it's particular. He
js a poor man, and they are not paid for. There are some
books
Thetostreet-door
be taken back,
was opened.
too."
Oliver ran one way, and the
girl another, and Mrs. Bedwin stood on the step and screamed
for the boy; but there was no boy in sight, and both Oliver and
the girl returned in a breathless state to report that there were
no"tidings
Dear me,
of him.
I am very sorry for that," exclaimed Mr. Brown
low; "I particularly wished those books to be returned to
night."
'"' Send Oliver with them," said Mr. Grimwig, with an iro
nical smile; " he will be sure to deliver them safely, you know."
M Yes ; do let me take them, if you please, sir," said Oliver ;
" IThe
'll run
old all
gentleman
the way,was
sir."just going to say that Oliver should not
go out on any account, when a most malicious cough from Mr.
Grimwig determined him that he should, and by his prompt dis
charge
cions,
" You
on
of shall
the
thiscommission
head
go, my
at least,
dear,"
prove
at said
once,
to him
the the
old injustice
gentleman.
of his "suspn
The

books
Oliver,
are delighted
on a chairtoby
be my
of use,
table.
brought
Fetchdown
themthe
down."
books under
his arm in a great bustle, and wailed, cap in hand, to hear what
message
" You he
arewas
to to
say,"
take.said Mr. Brownlow, glancing steadily at
Grimwig,—"you are to say that you have brought those books,
back, and that you have come to pay the four pound ten I
owe him. This is a five-pound note, so you will have to bring
me"I
back
won't
ten shillings
be ten minutes,
change."sir," replied Oliver, eagerly; and,
having buttoned up the bank-note in his jacket pocket, and
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placed the books carefully under his arm, he made a respectful
door,
bow, and
giving
lefthim
the room.
many directions
Mrs. Bedwin
aboutfollowed
the nearest
him way,
to theand
streetthe
name of the bookseller, and the name of the street, all of which
Oliver said he clearly understood ; and, having superadded many
injunctions to be sure and not take cold, the careful old lady at
length permitted him to depart.
" Bless his sweet face !" said the old lady, looking after him.
"IAtcan't
thisbear,
moment,
somehow,
Olivertolooked
let him
gaily
go round,
out of my
and sight."
nodded before
he turned the corner. The old lady smilingly returned his salu
tation,
" Letand,
me see
closing
; he'll
thebedoor,
backwent
in twenty
back minutes,
to her own
at the
room.
longest,"
said Mr* Brownlow, pulling out his watch, and placing it on the
table.
"Oh "! you
It will
really
be expect
dark byhim
thattotime."
come back, do you? " inquired
Mr.
"The
Don't
Grimwig.
spirit
youof?"
contradiction
asked Mr. Brownlow,
was strong smiling.
in Mr. Grimwig's breast
at the moment, and it was rendered stronger by his friend's
confident
"No," he
smile.
said, smiting the table with his fist, "I do not.
The boy has a newsuit of clothes on his back, a set of valuable
books under his arm, and a five-pound note in his pocket '; he'll
join his old friends the thieves, and laugh at you. If ever that
boyWith
returns
thesetowords
this house,
he drew
sir, his
I'll eat
chairmycloser
head."
to the table, and
there the two friends sat in silent expectation, with the watch
between them. It is worthy of remark, as illustrating the im
portance we attach to our own judgments, and the pride with
which we put forth our most rash and hasty conclusions, that, al
though Mr. Grimwig was not by any means a bad-hearted man,
and would have been unfeignedly sorry to see his respected friend
duped and deceived, he really did most earnestly and strongly
hope at that moment that Oliver Twist might not come back.
OfItsuch
grewcontradictions
so dark that the
is human
figuresnature
on themade
dial were
up ! scarcely dis
cernible ; but there the two old gentlemen continued to sit in
silence, with the watch between them.
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CHAPTER XV.
SHOWIHG HOW ITEM FOND OF OLIVER TWIST, THE MERRT OLD JEW AND

In the obscuYe parlourMISSofNAHCY
a low
WERE.
public-house, situate in the

filthiest part of Little Saffron-Hill,—a dark and gloomy den,
where a flaring gas-light burnt all day in the winter-time, and
where no ray of sun ever shone in the summer,— there sat,
brooding over a little pewter measure and a small glass', strongly
impregnated with the smell of liquor, a man in a velveteen coat,
drab shorts, half-boots, and stockings, whom even by that dim
light, no experienced agent of police would have hesitated for
one instant to recognise as Mr. William Sikes. At his feet sat a
white-coated, red-eyed dog, who occupied himself alternately in
winking at his master with both eyes at the same time, and in
licking a large, fresh cut on one side of his mouth, which appeared
to "Keep
be the result
quiet,of you
somewarmint!
recent conflict.
keep quiet! " said Mr. Sikes,
suddenly breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so
intense as to be disturbed by the dog's winking, or whether his
feelings were so wrought upon by his reflections that they re
quired all the relief derivable from kicking an unoffending
animal to allay them, is matter for argument and consideration.
Whatever was the cause, the effect was a kick and a curse be
stowed
Dogs upon
are not
thegenerally
dog simultaneously.
apt to revenge injuries inflicted upon
them by their masters ; but Mr. Sikes's dog, having faults of
temper in common with his owner, and labouring perhaps, at
this moment, under a powerful sense of injury, made no more
ado but at once fixed his teeth in one of the half-boots, and,
having given it a good hearty shake, retired, growling, under a
form ; thereby just escaping the pewter measure which Mr.
Sikes
" You
levelled
would,at would
his head.
you ? " said Sikes, seizing the poker in
one hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large claspknife, which he drew from his pocket. " Come here, you born
devil
The! dog
Come
nohere
doubt
! D'ye
heard,hear
because
? " Mr. Sikes spoke in the very
harshest key of a very harsh voice; but appearing to entertain
some unaccountable objection to having his throat cut, he re
mained were he was, and growled more fiercely than before, at
the same time grasping the end of the poker between his teeth,
and biting at it like a wild beast.
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This resistance only infuriated Mr. Sikes the more ; who,
dropping on his knees, began to assail the animal most furiously.
The dog jumped from right to left, and from left to right, snap
ping, growling, and barking ; the man thrust and swore, and
struck and blasphemed ; and the struggle was reaching a most
critical point for one or other, when, the door suddenly open
ing, the dog darted out, leaving Bill Sikes with the poker and
theThere
clasp-knife
must always
in his hands.
be two parties to a quarrel,
/ says the old
adage. Mr. Sikes, being disappointed of the dog's presence, at
once transferred the quarrel to the new-comer.
" What the devil do you come in between me and my dog
for"I
I " didn't
said Sikes
know,
withmya fierce
dear, gesture.
I didn't know," replied Fagin
humbly—for
"Didn't know,
the Jewyou
waswhite-livered
the new-comer.
thief!" growled Sikes.
" Couldn't
" Not a sound
you hear
of it,the
as I'm
noisea living
? " man, Bill," replied the Jew.
" Oh no, you hear nothing, you don't," retorted Sikes with a
fierce sneer, " sneaking in and out, so as nobody hears how
you come or go. I wish you had been the dog, Fagin, half a
minute
" Why
'Cause
ago."
? "the
inquired
government,
the Jewas with
caresafor
forced
the lives
smile.
of such men
as you, as haven't half the pluck of curs, lets a man kill his dog
how he likes," replied Sikes, shutting up the knife with a very
expressive
The Jewlook
rubbed
; " his
that's
hands,
why."
and, sitting down at the table, af
fected to laugh at the pleasantry of his friend,—obviously very
ill "Grin
at his ease,
away,"
however.
said Sikes, replacing the poker, and surveying
him with savage contempt; "grin away. You'll never have the
laugh at me, though, unless it's behind a nightcap. I've got the
upper hand over you, Fagin ; and, d— me, I'll keep it. There.
—we—have
If "I go,
Well,
Humph,"
youwell,
agomutual
said
; my
soSikes,
dear,"
take
interest,
as
care
said
if he
Bill,—a
ofthe
thought
me."
Jew,
mutual
"theI know
interest
interest."
alllay
thatrather
; we

more on the Jew's side than on his. " Well, what have you got
to "say
It'stoallmepassed
? " safe through the melting-pot," replied Fagin,
" and this is your share. It's rather more than it ought to be,
my dear ; but as I know you'll do me a good turn another time,
and
"
"'Stow that gammon," interposed the robber impatiently,
" Where is it? Hand over ?"
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" Yes, yes, Bill ; give me time, give me time," replied the Jew
soothingly. " Here it is—all safe." As he spoke, he drew forth
an old cotton handkerchief from his breast, and untying a large
knot in one corner, produced a small brown-paper packet,
which Sikes snatching from him, hastily opened, and proceeded
to count the sovereigns it contained.
" You
This
All,"haven't
isreplied
all, isopened
the
it?"Jew.
inquired
the parcel
Sikes.and swallowed one or two
as you come along, have you ?" inquired Sikes suspiciously.
"Don't put on a injured look at the question; you've done it
many
These
a time.
words,Jerk
in plain
the tinkler."
English, conveyed an injunction to ring
the bell. It was answered by another Jew, younger than Fagin,
butBill
nearly
Sikesasmerely
vile and
pointed
repulsive
to theinempty
appearance.
measure, and the Jew,
perfectly understanding the hint, retired to fill it, previously
exchanging a remarkable look with Fagin, who raised his eyes
for an instant, as if in expectation of it, and shook his head in
reply so slightly that the action would have been almost imper
ceptible to a third person. It was lost upon Sikes, who was
stooping at the moment to tie the boot-lace which the dog had
torn. Possibly if he had observed the brief interchange of sig
nals,
" Isheanybody
might have
here,thought
Barney that
?" inquired
it bodedFagin,
no good
speaking—now
to him.
that Sikes was looking on—without raising his eyes from the
ground.
" Dot a shoul," replied Barney, whose words, whether they
came
" Nobody?"
from the heart
inquired
or not,
Fagin
made
in atheir
tone way
of surprise,
throughwhich
the nose.
per
haps might mean that Barney was at liberty to tell the truth.
"M Nancy
Dobody!"but
exclaimed
Biss Dadsy,"
Sikes.replied
" Where
Barney.
? Strike me blind, if I
don't
"She's
honour
bidthat
havid
'ereagirl
plate
forofherboiled
nativebeef
talents."
id the bar," replied
Barney.
." Send her here," said Sikes, pouring out a glass of liquor.
" Send
Barneyher
looked
here."
timidly at Fagin, as if for permission; the Jew
remaining silent, and not lifting his eyes from the ground, he
retired, and presently returned ushering in Nancy, who was
decorated with the bonnet, apron, basket, and street-door key
complete.
" You are on the scent, are you, Nancy ?" inquired Sikes,
proffering
" Yes, Ithe
am,glass.
Bill," replied the young lady, disposing of its
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contents ; " and tired enough of it I am, too. The ypung bFat 's
been ill and confined to the crib ; and
"
Now,
" Ah, whether
Nancy, adear
peculiar
! " said
contraction
Fagin looking
of the Jew's
up. red eye-brows,
and a half-closing of his deeply-set eyes, warned Miss Nancy
that she was disposed to be too communicative, is not a matter
of much importance. The fact is all we need care for here ; and
the fact is, that she suddenly checked herself, and with several
gracious smiles upon Mr. Sikes, turned the conversation to other
matters. In about ten minutes' time, Mr. Fagin was seized with
a fit of coughing, upon which Nancy pulled her shawl over her
shoulders, and declared it was time to go. Mr. Sikes, finding that
he was walking a short part of her way himself, expressed his
intention of accompanying her, and they went away together,
followed at a little distance by the dog, who slunk out of a back
yard
TheasJew
soonthrust
as hishis
master
head was
out of
outtheofroom
sight.door when Sikes had
left it, looked after him as he walked up the dark passage, shook
hisclenchedfist, muttered a deep curse, and then with a horrible
grin re-seated himself at the table, where he was soon deeply
absorbed in the interesting pages of the Hue-and-Cry.
Meanwhile Oliver Twist, little dreaming that he was within so
very short a distance of the merry old gentleman, was on his way
to the bookstall. When he got into Clerkenwell he accidentally
turned down a by•street which was not exactly in his way; but
not discovering his mistake till he had got halfway down it, and
knowing it must lead in the right direction, he did not think it
worth while to turn back, and so marched on as quickly as he
could,
He was
withwalking
the books
along,
under
thinking
his arm.
how happy and contented he
ought to feel, and how much he would give for only one look at
poor little Dick, who, starved and beaten, might be weeping
bitterly at that very moment, when he was startled by a young
woman screaming out very loud, "Oh, my dear brother ! " and
he had hardly looked up to see what the matter was, when he
was stopped by having a pair of arms thrown tight round his
neck.
" Don't I " cried Oliver, struggling. " Let go of me. Who is
it ?The
What
onlyare
reply
youtostopping
this, wasmea great
for ? "number of loud lamenta
tions from the young woman who had embraced him, and who
had"Oh
a little
mybasket
gracious!"
and a said
street•door
the young
key inwoman,
her hand.
" I've found
him ! Oh, Oliver ! Oliver ! Oh, you naughty boy, to make me
suffer such distress on your account ! Come home, dear, come.
Oh, I've found him. Thank gracious goodness heavins, I've
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found him ! " With these incoherent exclamations the young
woman hurst into another fit of crying, and got so dreadfully
hysterical, that a couple of women who came up at the moment
asked a butcher's boy with a shiny head of hair anointed with
suet, who was also looking on, whether he didn't think he had
better run for the doctor. To which the butcher's boy, who ap
peared of a lounging, not to say indolent disposition, replied that
he"thought
Oh, no,not.
no, never mind," said the young woman, grasping
Oliver's hand ; " I'm better now. Come home directly, you cruel
boy. Come."
"Oh,
" What's
ma'am,"
the matter,
repliedma'am
the young
? " inquired
woman, one
" heofran
theaway
women.
near
a month ago from his parents, who are hard-working and res
pectable people, and joined a set of thieves and bad characters,
and almost broke his mother's heart."
".Young wretch ! " said one woman.
" Go home, do, you little brute," said the other.
"I'm not," replied Oliver, greatly alarmed. "I don't know
her. I haven't any sister, or father and mother either. I'm an
orphan ; I live atPenlonville."
" Oh, only hear him, how he braves it out ! " cried the young
woman.
"Why, it's Nancy!" exclaimed Oliver, who now saw her
face for the first time, and started back in irrepressible astonish
standers.
ment.
" You see
" Hehecan't
knows
helpme,"
himself.
criedMake
Nancy,
himappealing
come home,
to the
there's
by
good people, or he'll kill his dear mother and father, and break
my
shop,
" heart
What
with! "athewhite
devil's
dogthis
at his
?" heels
said a; 'man,
' young
bursting
Oliver out
! Come
of a home
beerto "your
I don't
poorbelong
mother,
to you
them.young
I don't
dog?
know
come
them.
homeHelp
directly."
! help ! "
cried
" Help
Oliver,
! " repeated
strugglingthein man.
the man's
" Yespowerful
; I'll helpgrasp.
you, you young
rascal ! What books are these ? You've been a-stealing'em, have
you? Give 'em here! " With these words the man tore the vo
lumes
" That's
from right
his grasp,
! " cried
and struck
a looker-on,
him violently
from a on
garret-window.
the head.
" That's
"To bethe
sure,"
only cried
way ofa bringing
sleepy-faced
him carpenter,
to his senses
casting
! " an ap
proving look at the garret-window.
"It'll
" And do
he him
shallgood
have ! it,
" said
too ! the
" rejoined
two women.
the man, administering
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another blow, and seizing Oliver by the collar. " Come on, you
young villain ! Here, Bull's-eye, mind him, boy ! mind him!"
Weak with recent illness, stupified by the blows and the sud
denness of the attack, terrified by the fierce growling of the dog
and the brutality of the man, and overpowered by the conviction
of the by-standers that he was really the hardened little wretch
he was described to be, what could one poor child do ! Darkness
had set in ; it was a low neighbourhood ; no help was near ; resist
ance was useless. In another moment he was dragged into a
labyrinth of dark narrow courts, and forced along them at a pace
which rendered the few cries he dared to giveutterance to, whplly
unintelligible. It was of little moment, indeed, whether they
were intelligible or not, for there was nobody to care for them
had they been ever so plain.
The gas-lamps were lighted; Mrs. Bedwin was waiting
anxiously at the open door; the servant had run up the street
twenty times to see if there were any traces of Oliver; and still
the two old gentlemen sat perseveringly in the dark parlour,
with the watch between
CHAPTER
them.
XVI.

relates what became of oliver twist, after be had been claimed by nakct.

The narrow streets and courts at length terminated in a large
open space, scattered about which, were pens for beasts, and
other indications of a cattle-market. Sikes slackened his pace
when they reached this spot, the girl being quite unable to sup
port any longer the rapid rate at which they had hitherto walked.
Turning to Oliver, he roughly commanded him to take hold of
Nancy's
" Do you
hand.
hear?" growled Sikes, as Oliver hesitated, and look
edThey
round.
were in a dark corner, quite out of the track of passen
gers, and Oliver saw but too plainly that resistance would be of
no"avail.
GiveHe
meheld
the out
other,"
his hand,
said which
Sikes, Nancy
seizing clasped
Oliver'stight
unoccupied
in hers.
hand.
The
" Seedog
"here,
Here,
looked
boy
Bull's-eye
! "up,
saidand
Sikes,
! "growled.
putting his other hand to Oliver's
throat, and uttering a savage oath ; " if he speaks ever so soft a
word, hold him! D'ye mind?"
The dog growled again, and, licking his lips, eyed Oliver as
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if he were anxious to attach himself to his windpipe without
any" He's
unnecessary
as willing
delay,
as a Christian,
. .strike
r me blind if he isn't! "
said Sikes, regarding the animal with a kind of grim and fero
cious
" Now,
approval.
you know what you've got to expect, master, so call
away as quick as you like ; the dog will soon stop that game.
Get on, young 'un!"
Bull's-eye wagged his tail in acknowledgment of this unusually
endearing form of speech, and, giving vent to another admoni
tory
It growl
was Smithfield
for the benefit
that they
of Oliver,
were crossing,
led the way
although
onward.
it might
have been Grosvenor Square, for anything Oliver knew to the
contrary. The night was dark and foggy. The lights in the
shops could scarcely struggle through the heavy mist, which
thickened every moment and shrouded the streets and houses in
gloom, rendering the strange place still stranger in Oliver's
eyes, and making his uncertainty the more dismal and de
pressing.
They had hurried on a few paces, when a deep church-bell
struck the hour. With its first stroke his two conductors stop
ped, and turned their heads in the direction whence the sound
proceeded.
" What's
Eight o'clock,
the good
Bill,"
of telling
said Nancy,
me thatwhen
; I can
thehear
bell it,
ceased.
can't I? "

replied
" IOfwonder
Sikes.
course whether
they can,"
they
replied
can hear
Sikes.
it," "said
It was
Nancy.
Bartlemy time

when I was shopped, and there warn't a penny trumpet in the
fair as I couldn't hear the squeaking on. Arter I was locked up
for the night, the row and din outside made the thundering old
jail so silent, that I could almost have beat my head out against
the iron plates of the door."
"Poor fellows!" said Nancy, who still had her face turned
towards the quarter in which the bell had sounded. " Oh, Bill,
such
" Yes
fine; that's
youngallchaps
you women
as themthink
! " of," answered Sikes. "Fine
young chaps ! Well, they're as good as dead, so it don't much
matter."
With this consolation Mr. Sikes appeared to repress a rising
tendency to jealousy, and, clasping Oliver's wrist more firmly,
told
" Wait
him toa step
minute,"
out again.
said the girl : " I wouldn't hurry by, if it
was you that was coming out to be hung the next time eight
o'clock struck, Bill. I'd walk round and round the place till I
7
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dropped, if the snow was on the ground, and I hadn't a shawl
to "cover
And me."
what good would that do ? " inquired the unsentimental
Mr. Sikes. " Unless you could pitch over a file and twenty
yards of good stout rope, you might as well be walking fifty
mile off, or not walking at all, for all the good it would do me.
Come
The on,
girlwill
burst
you,into
andadon't
laugh,
stand
drew
preaching
her shawl
there."
more closely
round her, and they walked away. But Oliver felt her hand
tremble; and, looking up in her face as they passed a gas-lamp,
saw
They
thatwalked
it had turned
on, by little-frequented
a deadly white. and dirty ways, for a full
half-hour, meeting very few people, and those they did meet,
appearing from their looks to hold much the same position in
society as Mr. Sikes himself. At length they turned into a very
filthy narrow street, nearly full of old-clothes shops ; the dog,
running forward as if conscious that there was no further occa
sion for his keeping on guard, stopped before the door of a shop
which was closed and apparently untenanted, for the house was
in a ruinous condition, and upon the door was nailed a board
intimating that it was to let, which looked as if it had hung there
forNancy
"many
All right,"
years.
stooped
said below
Sikes, glancing
the shutters,
cautiously
and Oliver
about. heard the
sound of a bell. They crossed to the opposite side of the street,
and stood for a few moments under a lamp. A noise, as if a sashwindow were gently raised, was heard, and soon afterwards the
door softly opened ; upon which Mr. Sikes seized the terrified
boy by the collar with very little ceremony, and all three were
quickly
The passage
inside thewas
house.
perfectly dark, and they waited while the
person
" No,"
Anybody
who
replied
had
here?"
leta voice,
them
inquired
inwhich
chained
Sikes:
Oliver
and thought
barred the
he door.
had heard

before.
"Is
" Yes,"
the replied
old'un the
here?"
voiceasked
; " and
the precious
robber. down in the mouth
heThe
has been.
style ofWon't
this reply,
he beasglad
well,to asseethe
you?
voice
Oh,which
no ! "delivered
it, seemed familiar to Oliver's ears ; but it was impossible to dis
tinguish
" Let'seven
havethe
a glim,"
form ofsaid
the Sikes,
speaker" in
or the
we darkness.
shall go breaking
our necks, or treading on the dog. Look after your legs if you
do, that's all."
" Stand still a moment, and I'll get you one," replied the voice.
The receding footsteps of the speaker were heard, and in another
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minute the form of Mr. John Dawkins, otherwise the artful
Dodger, appeared, bearing in his right hand a tallow candle
stuck
Theinyoung
the end
gentleman
of a cleftdid
stick.
not stop to bestow any other mark
of recognition upon Oliver than a humorous grin ; but, turning
away, beckoned the visiters to follow him down a flight of stairs.
They crossed an empty kitchen, and, opening the door of a low
earthy-smelling room, which seemed to have been built in a small
back-yard
" Oh, my
were
wig,
received
my wig!
with
" cried
a shout
Master
of laughter.
Charles Bates, fiom
whose lungs the laughter had proceeded ; " here he is! —oh, cry,
here he is! Oh, Fagin, look at him ; Fagin, do look at him ! I
can't bear it ; it is such a jolly game, I can't bear it. Hold me,
somebody,
With thiswhile
irrepressible
I laugh itebullition
out."
of mirth, Master Bales laid
himself flat on the floor, and kicked convulsively for five mi
nutes in an ecstasy of facetious joy. Then, jumping to his feet,
he snatched the cleft stick from the Dodger, and, advancing
to Oliver, viewed him round and round, while the Jew, taking
off his nightcap, made a great number of low bows to the
bewildered boy ; the Artful meantime, who was of a rather
saturnine disposition, and seldom gave way to merriment
when it interfered with business, rifling his pockets with steady
assiduity.
" Look at his logs, Fagin !" said Charley, putting the light
so close to Oliver's new jacket as nearly to set him on fire.
"Look at his logs ! — superfine cloth, and the heavy-swell cut!
Oh, my eye, what a game ! And his books, too ; — nothing but
a gentleman,
"DelightedFagin
to see! "you looking so well, my dear," said the
Jew, bowing with mock humility. " The Artful shall give you
another suit, my dear, for fear you should spoil that Sunday one.
Why didn't you write, my dear, and say you were coming? —
we'd have got something warm for supper."
At this, Master Bates roared again : so loud that Fagin him
self relaxed, and even the Dodger smiled ; but as the Artful
drewforth the five-pound note at that instant, it is doubtful whe
ther the sally or the discovery awakened his merriment.
"Hallo! what's that?" inquired Sikes, stepping forward as
the Jew seized the note. " That's mine, Fagin."
" No, no, my dear," said the Jew. " Mine, Bill, mine. You
shall have the books."
" If that ain't mine ! " said Sikes, putting on his hat with a de
termined air, — " mine and Nancy's, that is, — I 'll take the boy
back again."
The Jew started, and Oliver started too, though from a very
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different cause, for he hoped that the dispute might really end
in his being taken back.
"This
"Come,is hand
hardlyover,
fair. will
Bill;you?"
hardlysaid
fair,Sikes.
is it, Nancy?" inquird
the" Jew.
Fair, or not fair," retorted Sikes, " hand it over, I tell you !
Do you think Nancy and me has got nothing else to do with our
precious time but to spend it in scouting arter and kidnapping
every young boy as gets grabbed through you ? Give it here,
youWith
avaricious
this gentle
old skeleton
remonstrance,
; give itMr.
hereSikes
! " plucked the note
from between the Jew's finger and thumb ; and, looking the did
man coolly in the face, folded it up small, and tied it in his
neckerchief.
" That's for our share of the trouble," said Sikes; " and not
half enough, neither. You may keep the books, if you're fond
of "reading,
They 'reand
veryif pretty,"
not, you said
can sell
Charley
'em,"Bates, who with sundry
grimaces had been affecting to read one of the volumes in ques
tion ; " beautiful writing, isn't it, Oliver?" and at sight of the
dismayed look with which Oliver regarded his tormentors, Mas
ter Bates, who was blessed with a lively sense of the ludicrous,
fell"They
into another
belongecstasy
to the old
moregentleman,"
boisterous than
said the
Oliver
first.wringing
his hands,—" to the good kind old gentleman who took me into
his house, and had me nursed when I was near dying of the
fever. Oh, pray send them back ; send him back the books
and money. Keep me here all my life long; but pray, pray
send them back. He'll think I stole them ; — the old lady, all
of them that were so kind to me, will think I stole them. Oh,
do have mercy upon me, and send them back ! "
"With these words, which were uttered with all the energy of
passionate grief, Oliver fell upon his knees at the Jew's feet, and
beat
" The
his hands
boy's right,"
togetherremarked
in perfectFagin,
desperation.
looking covertly round,
and knitting his shaggy eyebrows into a hard knot. " You're
right, Oliver, you're right ; they will think you have stolen 'em.
Ha ! ha ! " chuckled the Jew, rubbing his hands ; " it couldn't
have
" Of
happened
course better
it couldn't,"
if we had
replied
chosenSikes
our ;time
" I ! know'd
"
that,
directly I see him coming through Clerkenwell with the books
under his arm. It's all right enough. They're soft-hearted
psalm•singers, or they wouldn't have taken him in at all, and
they'll ask no questions arter him, fear they should be obliged
to Oliver
prosecute,
had and
looked
so get
from
himone
lagged.
to the He's
othersafe
while
enough."
these words
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were being spoken, as if he were bewildered, and could scarcely
understand what passed ; but when Bill Sikes concluded, he
jumped suddenly to his feet, and tore wildly from the room,
uttering shrieks for help which made the bare old house echo to
the" roof.
Keep back the dog, Bill .'" cried Nancy, springing before
the door, and closing it as the Jew and his two pupils darted
out in pursuit; "keep back the dog; he'll tear the boy to
pieces."
"Serve him right !" cried Sikes, struggling to disengage him
self from the girl's grasp. " Stand off from me, or I'll split
your
" I skull
don'tagainst
care forthe
that,
wall."
Bill; I don't care for that," screamed
the girl, struggling violently with the man ; " the child shan't
be "Shan't
torn down
he!"
by said
the Sikes,
dog, unless
setting
you
hiskill
teeth
me fiercely.
first." "I'll soon
doThe
that,housebreaker
if you don't keep
flungoff."
the girl from him to the further end
of the room, just as the Jew and the two boys returned,
dragging
" The
What's
girl's
Oliver
thegone
matter
among
mad,
here?"
them.
I think,"
said replied
the Jew,
Sikes
looking
savagely.
round.

" No, she hasn't," said Nancy, pale and breathless from the
scuffle;
" Then
"no,
keepshe
quiet,
hasn't,
willFagin:
you?" don't
said the
think
Jewit."with a threaten
ing" look.
No, I won't do that neither," replied Nancy, speaking very
loud.
Mr. Fagin
" Come,
waswhat
sufficiently
do you well
thinkacquainted
of that?" with the manners
and customs of that particular species of humanity to which
Nancy belonged, to feel tolerably certain that it would be rather
unsafe to prolong any conversation with her at present. With
the view of diverting the attention of the company, he turned to
Oliver.
"So you wanted to get away, my dear, did you?" said the
Jew, taking up a jagged and knotted club which lay in a corner
of Oliver
the fire-place;
made no"eh?"
reply, but be watched the Jew's motions and
breathed
" Wanted
quickly.
to get assistance,—called for the police, did you?"
sneered the Jew, catching the boy by the arm. "We'll cure
you
The
of that,
Jew inflicted
my young
a smart
master."
blow on Oliver's shoulders with the
club, and was raising it for a second, when the girl, rushing
forward, wrested it from his hand, and flung ft into the fire with
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a force that brought some of the glowing coals whirling out into
the" room.
I won't stand by and see it done, Fagin," cried the girl.
" You 've got the boy, and what more would you have ? Let him
be—let him be, or I shall put that mark on some of you, that will
bring
Theme
girltostamped
the gallows
her foot
before
violently
my time."
on the floor as she vented
this threat; and with her lips compressed, and her hands
cienched, looked alternately at the Jew and the other robber —
her face quite colourless from the passion of rage into which she
had" Why,
gradually
Nancy
worked
!" said
herself.
the Jew in a soothing tone, after a
pause, during which he and Mr. Sikes had stared at one another
in a disconcerted manner, " you—you're more clever than ever
to-night.
" Am I?"Ha!
saidha!
themy
girl.
dear," you
Takeare
care
acting
I don't
beautifully."
overdo it : you
will be the worse for it, Fagin, if I do ; and so I tell you, in good
time
There
to keep
is something
clear of me."
about a roused woman, especially if she
add to all her other strong passions the fierce impulses of reck
lessness and despair, which few men like to provoke. The Jew
saw that it would be hopeless to affect any further mistake
regarding the reality of Miss Nancy's rage ; and, shrinking invo
luntarily back a few paces, cast a glance, half-imploring and
half-cowardly, at Sikes, as if to hint that he was the fittest person
to Mr.
pursue
Sikes
thethus
dialogue.
mutely appealed to, and possibly feeling his
personal pride and influence interested in the immediate reduction
of Miss Nancy to reason, gave utterance to about a couple of
score of curses and threats, the rapid production of which
reflected great credit on the fertility of his invention. As they
produced no visible effect on the object against whom they were
discharged,
"What do
however,
you mean
he resorted
by this?"to said
moreSikes,
tangible
backing
arguments.
the in
quiry with a very common imprecation concerning the most
beautiful of human features, which", if it were heard above, only
once out of every fifty thousand times it is uttered below, would
render blindness as common a disorder as measles; "what do
you mean by it? Burn my body !—do you know who you are,
and" Oh,
whatyes,
you are?"
I know all about it," replied the girl, laughing
hysterically, and shaking her head from side to side with .a poor
assumption
" Well, then,
of indifference.
keep quiet," rejoined Sikes with a growl like
that he was accustomed to use when addressing his dog, "or
I 'll quiet you for a good long time to come."
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The girl laughed again , even less composedly than before, and,
darting a hasty look at Sikes, turned her face aside, and bit her
Up"till
You
the're
blood
a nice
came.
one," added Sikes, as he surveyed her with
a contemptuous air, " to take up the humane and genteel side !
A pretty subject for the child, as you call him, to make a
friend
" God
of!"
Almighty help me, I am ! " cried the girl passionately ;
" and I wish I had been struck dead in the street, or changed places
with them we passed so near to-night, before I had lent a hand
in bringing him here. He's a thief, a liar, a devil, all that's bad
from this night forth. Isn't that enough for the old wretch
without
"Come,
blows
come,
? " Sikes," said the Jew, appealing to him in a
remonstratory tone, and motioning towards the boys, who were
eagerly attentive to all that passed ; " we must have civil words,
—civil
" Civil
words,
words
Bill."
! " cried the girl, whose passion was frightful to
see. " Civil words, you villain ! Yes ; you deserve 'em from me.
I thieved for you when I was a child not half as old as this
( pointing to Oliver ). I have been in the same trade, and in the
same service, for twelve years since. Don'tyouknowit? Speak
out"!—don't
Well, well,"
you know
replieditthe
? " Jew, with an attempt at pacification ;
" and, if you have, it 's your living ! "
" Aye, it is ! " returned the girl : not speaking, but pouring
out the words in one continuous and vehement scream. " It is
my living, and the cold, wet, dirty streets are my home ; and
you 're the wretch that drove me to them long. ago, and that 'll
keep
" I me
shall
there
do day
you and
a mischief!
night, day
" interposed
and night,'the
till Jew,
I die !goaded
"
by
these reproaches; " a mischief worse than that, if you say much
more
The! "girLsaid nothing more; but, tearing her hair and dress in
a transport of phrensy, made such a rush at the Jew as would
probably have left signal marks of her revenge upon him, had
not her wrists been, seized by Sikes at the right moment ; upon
\vhich
" Sheshe
's all
made
right
a few
now,"
ineffectual
said Sikes,
struggles,
laying her
anddown
fainted.
in a corner.
" She 's uncommon strong in the arms when she 's up in this
way."
The Jew wiped his forehead, and smiled, as if it were a relief
to have the disturbance over^ but neither he, nor Sikes, nor the
dog, nor the boys, seemed to consider it in any other light than
a common occurrence incidental to business.
*' It 's the worst of having to do with women," said the J«w,
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replacing the club ; " but they 're clever, and we can't get on in
our" line
I suppose
without
he'd
'em.—Charley,
better not wear
show
hisOliver
best clothes
to bed."
to-morrow,
Fagin,
" Certainly
had he?"
not,"
inquired
repliedCharley
the Jew,Bates.
reciprocating the grin with
which
Master
Charley
Bates,putapparently
the question.
much delighted with his commis
sion, took the cleft stick, and led Oliver into an adjacent kitchen,
where there were two or three of the beds on which he had slept
before ; and here, with many uncontrollable bursts of laughter,
he produced the identical old suit of clothes which Oliver had
low's,
so much
andcongratulated
the accidentalhimself
displayupon
of which
leavingto off
Fagin
at Mr.
by the
BrownJew
who purchased them, had been the very first clue received of
his" whereabout.
Pull off the smart ones," said Charley, " and I'll give 'em to
Fagin
PoortoOliver
take care
unwillingly
of. What
complied
fun it is; and
!" Master Bates, rolling
up the new clothes under his arm, departed from the room,
leaving
The noise
OliverofinCharley's
the dark,laughter,
and locking
and the door
voice behind
of Misshim.
Betsy,
who opportunely arrived to throw water over her friend, and
perform other feminine offices for the promotion of her reco
very, might have kept many people awake under more happy
circumstances than those in which Oliver was placed ., but he
was sick and weary, CHAPTER
and soon fell sound
XVII.
asleep.

olivek's destiny continuing unpropitwus, brings a great man to London
to injure bis reputation.

It is the custom on the stage in all good, murderous melo
dramas, to present the tragic and the comic scenes in as regular
alternation as the layers of red and white in a side of streaky,
well-cured bacon. The hero sinks upon his straw bed, weighed
down by fetters and misfortunes ; and, in the next scene, his
faithful but unconscious squire regales the audience with a comic
song. We behold with throbbing bosoms the heroine in the
grasp of a proud and ruthless baron, her virtue and her life alike
in danger, drawing forth her dagger to preserve the one at the
cost of the other; and, just as our expectations are wrought up
to the highest pitch, a whistle is heard, and we are straightway
transported to the great hall of the castle, where a grey-headed
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seneschal sings a funny chorus with a funnier body of vassals,
who are free of all sorts of places from church vaults to palaces,
and
Such
roam
changes
about in
appear
company
absurd
carolling
; but they
perpetually.
are not so unnatural as
they would seem at first sight. The transitions in real life from
well-spread boards to death-beds, and from mourning weeds to
holiday garments, are not a whit less startling, only there we are
busy actors instead of passive lookers-on which makes a vast dif
ference. The actors in the mimic life of the theatre are blind to
violent transitions and abrupt impulses of passion or feeling,
which, presented before the eyes of mere spectators, are at once
condemned
As suddenasshiftings
outrageous
of the
andscene,
preposterous.
and rapid changes of time
and place, are not only sanctioned in books by long usage, but
are by many considered as the great art of authorship,—an
author's skill in his craft being by such critics chiefly estimated
with relation to the dilemmas in which he leaves his characters
at the end of every chapter,—this brief introduction to the pre
sent one may perhaps be deemed unnecessary. If so, let it be
considered a delicate intimation on the part of the historian that
he is going back directly to the town in which Oliver Twist was
born ; the reader taking it for granted that there are good and
substantial reasons for making the journey, or he would not be
invited to proceed upon such an expedition on any account.
Mr. Bumble emerged at early morning from the workhouse
gate, and walked, with portly carriage and commanding steps,
up the High street. He was in the full bloom and pride of
beadleism ; his cocked hat and coat were dazzling in the morning
sun, and he clutched his cane with the vigorous tenacity of
health and power. Mr. Bumble always carried his head high,
but this morning it was higher than usual ; there was an abstrac
tion in his eye, and an elevation in his air, which might have
warned an observant stranger that thoughts were passing in the
beadle's
Mr. Bumble
mind, too
stopped
great for
notutterance.
to converse with the small shop
keepers and others who spoke to him deferentially as he passed
along. He merely returned their salutations with a wave of his
hand, and relaxed not in his dignified pace until he reached the
farm where Mrs. Mann tended the infant paupers with a parish
care.
" Drat that beadle ! " said Mrs. Mann, hearing the well-known
impatient shaking at the garden gate. "If it isn't him at this
time in the morning !—Lauk,Mr. Bumble, only think of its being
you ! Well, dear me, it is a pleasure this is. Come into the par
lour,
Thesir,first
please."
sentence was addressed to Susan, and the exclama
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tions of delight were spoken to Mr. Bumble as the good lady
unlocked the garden gate, and showed him with great attention
and"Mrs.
respect
Mann,"
into thesaid
house.
Mr. Bumble,—not sitting upon, or drop
ping himself into a seat, as any common jackanapes would, but
letting himself gradually and slowly down into a chair,—"Mrs.
Mann,
"Well,
ma'am,
and good
good morning !to" you, sir," replied Mrs. Mann,
with
"So-so,
many Mrs.
smilesMann,"
; "andreplied
hopingthe
youbeadle.
find yourself
" Aporochial
well, sir?"
life is
not"Ah,
a bedthat
of roses,
it isn't
Mrs.
indeed,
Mann."
Mr. Bumble," rejoined the lady.
And all the infant paupers might have chorused the rejoinder
with great propriety if they had heard it.
"A porochial life, ma'am," continued Mr. Bumble, striking
the table with his cane, "is a life of worry, and vexation, and
hardihood ; but all public characters, as I may say, must suffer
prosecution."
Mrs. Mann, not very well knowing what the beadle meant,
raised
Finding
" Ahher
! hands
You
she may
had
withwell
done
a look
sigh,
right,
ofMrs.
sympathy,
Mrs.
Mann
Mann
and
! " said
sighed
sighed.
theagain,
beadle.evi
dently to the satisfaction of the public character, who, repressing
a complacent smile by looking sternly at his cocked hat, said,
""Mrs.
"To
Lauk,
London,
Mann,
Mr. Bumble!"
I ma'am,
am a-going
said
resumed
to
Mrs.
London."
Mann,
the inflexible
starting beadle,
back. "by
coach ; I and two paupers, Mrs. Mann. A legal action is coming
on about a settlement, and the board has appointed me—me,
Mrs. Mann—to depose to the matter before the quarter-sessions
at Clerkinwell ; and I very much question," added Mr. Bumble,
drawing himself up, "whether the Clerkinwell Sessions will
not find themselves in the wrong box before they have done
with
"Oh!
me."you mustn't, be too hard upon them, sir," said Mrs.
Mann coaxingly.
"The Clerkkiwelf Sessions have brought itupon themselves,
ma'am," replied Mr. Bumble; "and if the Clerkinwell Sessions
find that they come off rather worse than they expected, the
Clerkinwell
There wasSessions
so muchhave
determination
only themselves
and depth
to thank."
of purpose about
the menacing manner in which Mr. Bumble delivered himself of
these words, that Mrs. Mann appeared quite awed by them.
At length she said,
" You're going by coach, sir ? I thought.it was always usual
to send them paupers in carls."
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" That's when they're ill, Mrs. Mann," said the beadle. " We
put the sick paupers into open carts in the rainy weather, to
prevent their taking cold."
""Oh!"
The opposition
said Mrs. Mann.
coach contracts for these two, and takes
them cheap," said Mr. Bumble. " They are both in a very low
state, and we find it would come two pound cheaper to move
'em than to bury 'em,— that is, if we can throw 'em upon another
parish, which I think we shall be able to do, if they don't die
upon
When
the road
Mr. Bumble
to spite us.
had laughed
Ha ! ha ! ahalittle
!" while, his eyes again
encountered
"We are the
forgetting
cocked hat,
business,
and hema'am,"
became grave.
said the beadle;—
" here is your porochial stipend for the month."
Wherewith Mr. Bumble produced some silver money, rolled
up in paper, from his pocket-book, and requested a receipt,
which
" It'sMrs.
veryMann
much wrote.
blotted, sir," said the farmer of infants ; " but
it's formal enough, I dare say. Thank you, Mr. Bumble, sir; I
amMr.
very
Bumble
much nodded
obliged blandly
to you, in
I'm
acknowledgment
sure."
ofMrs. Mann's
curtsey,
" Blessand
their
inquired
dear little
howhearts
the children
!" said were.
Mrs. Mann with emotion ,
" they're as well as can be, the dears! Of course, except the
two" Isn't
that died
that last
boy week,
no better?"
and little
inquired
Dick."
Mr. Bumble. Mrs. Mann
shook
" He's
herahead.
ill-conditioned, vicious, bad-disposed porochial child
that,"
" I'llsaid
bring
Mr.him
Bumble
to youangrily.
in one minute,
" Where
sir,"isreplied
he?" Mrs. Mann.
" Here,
After you
someDick
calling,
!" Dick was discovered; and having had his
face put under the pump, and dried upon Mrs. Mann's gown, he
was
The
ledchild
into the
was
awful
palepresence
and thin;
of Mr.
hisBumble,
cheeks were
the beadle.
sunken, and
his eyes large and bright. The scanty parish dress, the livery
of his misery, hung loosely upon his feeble body ; and his young
limbs
Suchhadwas
wasted
the little
awaybeing
like those
who ofstood
an oldtrembling
man.
beneath Mr.
Bumble's glance, not daring to lift his eyes from the floor, and
dreading
" Can'teven
you to
look
hear
at the
thebeadle's
gentleman,
voice.you obstinate boy?" said
Mrs.
TheMann.
child meekly raised his eyes, and encountered those of
Mr. Bumble.
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" What's the matter with you, porochial Dick?" inquired Mr.
Bumble
" Nothing,
I should
with well-timed
think
sir," replied
not,"
jocularity.
the
saidchild
Mrs.faintly.
Mann, who had of course
laughed very much at Mr. Bumble's exquisite humour. " You
want
"I
"Hey-day!"
for
should
nothing,
like—"
interposed
I'mfaltered
sure." the
Mrs.child.
Mann, "I suppose you're
going to say that you do want for something, now? Why, you
little
" Stop,
wretchMrs. Mann,
"
stop !" said the beadle , raising his hand
with a show of authority. " Like what, sir ; eh?"
" I should like," faltered the child, " if somebody that can
write, would put a few words down for me on a piece of paper,
and fold it up, and seal it, and keep it for me after I am laid in
the" ground."
Why, what does the boy mean?" exclaimed Mr. Bumble,
on whom the earnest manner and wan aspect of the child had
made some impression, accustomed as he was to such things.
" What
" I should
do youlike,"
mean,said
sir?"
the child, " to leave my dear love to
poor Oliver Twist, and to let him know how often I have sat by
myself and cried to think of his wandering about in the dark
nights with nobody to help him; and I should like to tell him,"
said the child, pressing his small hands together, and speaking
with great fervour, " that I was glad to die when I was very
young; for, perhaps, if I lived to be a man, and grew old, my
little sister, who is in heaven, might forget me, or be unlike
me ; and it would be so much happier if we were both children
there
Mr.together."
Bumble surveyed the little speaker from head to foot with
indescribable astonishment, and, turning to his companion, said,
" They're all in one story, Mrs. Mann. That out-dacious Oliver
has"Idemoralized
couldn't have
thembelieved
all ! " it, sir!" said Mrs. Mann, holding
up her hands, and looking malignantly at Dick. "I never see
such
"Take
a hardened
him away,
little wretch
ma'am!"
! " said Mr. Bumble imperiously.
" This
" I hope
mustthe
be gentlemen
stated to thewill
board,
understand
Mrs. Mann."
that it isn't my fault,
sir?"
" They
said shall
Mrs. understand
Mann, whimpering
that, ma'am
pathetically.
; they shall be acquainted
with the true state of the case," said Mr. Bumble pompously.
" There
Dick was
; take
immediately
him away.taken
I can't
away,
bearand
thelocked
sight of
uphim."
in the coal-
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cellar ; and Mr. Bumble shortly afterwards took himself off to
prepare
At sixfor
o'clock
his journey.
next morning, Mr. Bumble having exchanged
his cocked hat for a round one, and encased his person in a blue
great-coat with a cape to it, took his place on the outside of the
coach, accompanied by the criminals whose settlement was dis
puted, with whom, in due course of time, he arrived in London,
having experienced no other crosses by the way than those
which originated in the perverse behaviour of the two paupers,
who persisted in shivering, and complaining of the cold in a
manner which, Mr. Bumble declared, caused his teeth to chat
ter in his head, and made him feel quite uncomfortable, although
heHaving
had a great-coat
disposed of
on.these evil-minded persons for the night,
Mr. Bumble sat himself down in the house at which the coach
stopped, and took a temperate dinner of steaks, oyster-sauce,
and porter. Putting a glass of hot gin-and-water on the mantel
piece, he drew his chair to the fire, and, with sundry moral
reflections on the too-prevalent sin of discontent and complain
ing,
The
he very
then first
composed
paragraph
himself
uponcomfortably
which Mr. toBumble's
read theeyes
paper.
rest
ed, was the following advertisement.
" FIVE GUINEAS REWARD.

" Whereas a young boy, named Oliver Twist, absconded, or
was enticed, on Thursday evening last, from his home at Pentonville, and has not since been heard of ; the above reward will
be paid to any person who will give such information as may
lead to the discovery of the said Oliver Twist, or tend to throw
any light upon his previous history, in which the advertiser is for
many
Andreasons
then followed
warmlya interested."
full description of Oliver's dress, person,
appearance, and disappearance, with the name and address of
Mr.Mr.Brownlow
Bumble opened
at full length.
his eyes, read the advertisement slowly
and carefully three several times, and in something more than
five minutes was on his way to Pentonville, having actually in
his excitement left the glass of hot gin-and-water untasted on the
mantel-piece.
"Is Mr. Brownlow at home?" inquired Mr. Bumble of the
girlTowho
thisopened
inquirythethe
door.
girl returned the not uncommon, but
rather evasive reply of, "I don't know—where do you come
from?"
Mr. Bumble no sooner uttered Oliver's name in explanation
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of his errand, than Mrs. Bedwin, who had been listening at tho
parlour-door, hastened into the passage in a breathless state.
" Come in—come in," said the old lady : " I knew we should
hear of him. Poor dear ! I knew we should,—I was certain of
it. Having
Bless his
saidheart!
this, the
I said
worthy
so allold
along."
lady hurried back into the
parlour again, and, seating herself on a sofa, burst into tears.
The girl, who was not quite so susceptible, had run up-stairs
meanwhile, and now returned with a request that Mr. l3umble
would
lowHeand
was
follow
his
shown
friend
her into
immediately,
Mr.the
Grimwig,
little back
which
with
study,
he
decanters
did.
where sat
andMr.
glasses
Brownbe
fore them. The latter gentleman eyed him closely, and at once
burst into the exclamation,
" A beadle—a parish beadle, or I'll eat my head ! "
" Pray don't interrupt just now," said Mr. Brownlow. " Take
a seat,
Mr. Bumble
will you?"
sat himself down, quite confounded by the oddity
of Mr. Grimwig's manner. Mr. Brownlow moved the lamp so
as to obtain an uninterrupted view of the beadle's countenance,
and said with a little impatience,
" Now, sir, you come in consequence of having seen the ad
vertisement?"
" Yes,
And you
sir,"are
saida beadle,
Mr. Bumble.
are you not? " inquired Mr. Grimwig.

"lama porochial beadle, gentlemen," rejoined Mr. Bumble
proudly.
" Of course," observed Mr. Grimwig aside to his friend. " I
knew he was. His great-coat is a parochial cut, and he looks a
beadle all over."
Mr. Brownlow gently shook his head to impose silence on his
friend,
" No
Doand
more
youresumed
know
than where
nobody,"
: this replied
poor boy
Mr.is Bumble.
now? "

" Well, what do you know of him?" inquired the old gentle
man. " Speak out, my friend, if you have anything to say.
What
" You
do don't
you know
happen
of to
him?"
know any good of him, do you?" said
Mr. Grimwig caustically, after an attentive perusal of Mr. Bum
ble's
Mr.features.
Bumble caught at the inquiry very quickly, and shook his
head with portentous solemnity.
" You see this?" said Mr. Grimwig, looking triumphantly at
Mr.' Brownlow.
Mr. Brownlow looked apprehensively at Bumble's pursed-up
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countenance, and requested him to communicate what he knew
regarding
Mr. Bumble
Oliver,put
in down
as few his
words
hat,asunbuttoned
possible. his coat, folded
his arms, inclined his head in a retrospective manner, and, after
a few
It would
moment's
be tedious
reflection,
if given
commenced
in the beadle's
his story.
words, occupying
as it did some twenty minutes in the telling ; but the sum and
substance of it was, that Oliver was a foundling, born of low and
vicious parents, who had from his birth displayed no better qua
lities than treachery, ingratitude, and malice, and who had
terminated his brief career in the place of his birth, by making a
sanguinary and cowardly attack on an unoffending lad, and
running away in the night-time from his master's house. In
proof of his really being the person he represented himself, Mr.
Bumble laid upon the table the papers he had brought to town,
and, folding his arms again, awaited Mr. Brownlow's obser
vations.
" I fear it is all too true," said the old gentleman sorrowfully,
after looking over the papers. " This is not much for your
intelligence; but I would gladly have given you treble the
money,
It is not
if it had
at allbeen
improbable
favourable
thatto ifthe
Mr.boy."
Bumble had been pos
sessed with this information at an earlier period of the interview,
he might have imparted a very different colouring to his little
history. It was too late to do it now, however ; so he shook his
head
Mr.gravely,
Brownlow
and,paced
pocketing
the room
the five
to and
guineas,
fro for
withdrew.
some minutes,
evidently so much disturbed by the beadle's tale, that even Mr.
Grimwig forbore to vex him further. At length he stopped,
and" Mrs.
rang the
Bedwin,"
bell violently.
said Mr. Brownlow when the housekeeper
appeared,
"It can't
" that
be, boy,
sir; Oliver,
it cannot
is an
be,"
impostor."
said the old lady ener
getically.
" I tell you he is," retorted the old gentleman sharply.
"What do you mean by ' can't be'? We have just heard a full
account of him from his birth, and he has been a thorough-paced
little
" I villain
never all
willhisbelieve
life." it, sir," replied the old lady, firmly.
" You old women never believe anything but quack-doctors
and lying story-books," growled Mr. Grimwig. "I knew it all
alojig. Why didn't you take my advice in the beginning ; you
would if he hadn't had a fever, I suppose, —eh? He was
interesting, wasn't he? Interesting! Bah !" and Mr. Grimwig
poked
" Hethe
was
firea with
dear,a flourish.
grateful, gentle child, sir," retorted Mrs.
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Bedwin indignantly. " I know what children are, sir, and have
done these forty years; and people who can't say the same
shouldn't
This was
saya anything
hard hit about
at Mr.them—
Grimwig,
that'swho
my was
opinion."
a bachelor ;
but as it extorted nothing from that gentleman but a smile, the
old lady tossed her head and smoothed down her apron prepara
tory
" Silence
to another
!" said
speech,
the old
when
gentleman,
she was stopped
feigningbyan
Mr.anger
Brownlow.
he was
far from feeling. *' Never let me hear the boy's name again : I
rang to tell you that. Never—never, on any pretence, mind.
You may leave the room, Mrs. Bedwin. Remember; I am in
earnest."
There were sad hearts at Mr. Brownlow's that night. Oliver's
sunk within him when he thought of his good kind friends ; but
it was well for him that he could not know what they had heard,
HOW
or itOLIVER
would
PASSED
have
HIS broken
TIME
CHAPTER
IN THE
outright.
IMPROVING
XVIII.
SOCIETY OF HIS REPUTABLE FRIENDS.

About noon next day, when the Dodger and Master Bates
had gone out to pursue their customary avocations, Mr. Fagin
took the opportunity of reading Oliver a long lecture on the
crying sin of ingratitade, of which he clearly demonstrated he
had been guilty to no ordinary extent in wilfully absenting him
self from the society of his anxious friends, and still more
in endeavouring to escape from them after so much trouble and
expense had been incurred in his recovery. Mr. Fagin laid
great stress on the fact of his having taken Oliver in and cherished
him, when without his timely aid he might have perished with
hunger ; and related the dismal and affecting history of a young
lad whom in his philanthropy he had succoured under parallel
circumstances, but who, proving unworthy of his confidence,
and evincing a desire to communicate with the police, had un
fortunately come to be hung at the Old Bailey one morning.
Mr. Fagin did not seek to conceal his share in the catastrophe,
but lamented with tears in his eyes that the wrong-headed and
treacherous behaviour of the young person in question had ren
dered it necessary that he should become the victim of certain
evidence for the crown, which, if it were not precisely true, was
indispensably necessary for the safety of him ( Mr. Fagin ), and
a few select friends. Mr. Fagiu concluded by drawing a rather
disagreeable picture of the discomforts of hanging, and, with
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great friendliness and politeness of manner, expressed his
anxious hope that he might never be obliged to submit Oliver
Twist
Littleto Oliver's
that unpleasant
blood ran
operation.
cold as he listened to the Jew's
.words, and imperfectly comprehended the dark threats con
veyed in them. That it was possible even for justice itself to
confound the innocent with the guilty when they were in
accidental
laid plans companionship,
for the destruction
he knew
of inconveniently-knowing,
already ; and that deeplyor
over-communicative persons, had been really devised and
carried out by the old Jew on more occasions than one, he
thought by no means unlikely when he recollected the general
nature of the altercations between that gentleman and Mr.
Sikes, which seemed to bear reference to some foregone con
spiracy of the kind. As he glanced timidly up, and met the
Jew's searching look, he felt that his pale face and trembling
limbs were neither unnoticed, nor unrelished, by the wary
villain.
'
The Jew smiled hideously, and, patting Oliver on the head,
said that if he kept himself quiet, and applied himself to business,
he saw they would be very good friends yet. Then taking his
hat, and covering himself up in an old patched great-coat, he
went
Andout
so and
Oliver
locked
remained
the room-door
all that day,
behind
and him.
for the greater part
of many subsequent days, seeing nobody between early morning
and midnight, and left during the long hours to commune with
his own thoughts; which never failing to revert to his kind
friends, and the opinion they must long ago have formed of him,
were sad indeed. After the lapse of a week or so, the Jew left
the room-door unlocked, and he was at liberty to wander about
theIthouse.
was a very dirty place ; but the rooms up stairs had great
high wooden mantel-pieces and large doors, with paneled walls
and cornices to the ceilings, which, although they were black
with neglect and dust, were ornamented in various ways ; from
all of which tokens Oliver concluded that a long time ago, before
the old Jew was born, it had belonged to better people, and had
perhaps been quite gay and handsome, dismal and dreary as it
looked
Spiders
now.had built their webs in the angles of the walls and
ceilings ., and sometimes, when Oliver walked softly into a room,
the mice would scamper across the floor, and run back terrified
to their holes. With these exceptions, there was neither sight
nor sound of any living thing ; and often, when it grew dark,
and he was tired of wandering from room to room, he would
crouch in the corner of the passage by the street-door, to be as
8
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near living people as he could, and remain there listening and
counting
In all the
therooms
hoursthe
until
mouldering
the Jew orshutters
the boys
were
returned.
fast closed, and
the bars which held them were screwed tight into the wood; the
only light which was admitted making its way through round
holes at the top, which made the rooms more gloomy, and filled
them with strange shadows. There was a back-garret window,
with rusty bars outside, which had no shutter, and out of which
Oliver often gazed with a melancholy face for hours together ;
but notningwas to be descried from it but a confused and crowded
mass of house-tops blackened chimneys, and gable-ends. Some
times, indeed, a ragged grizzly head might be seen peering over
the parapet-wall of a distant house, but it was quickly with
drawn again ; and as the window of Oliver's observatory was
nailed down, and dimmed with the rain and smoke of years, it
was as much as he could do to make out the forms of the diffe
rent objects beyond, without making any attempt to be seen or
heard,—which he had as much chance of being as if he had been
inside
Onethe
afternoon,
ball of St.thePaul's
Dodger
Cathedral.
and Master Bates being engaged
out that evening, the first-named young gentleman took it into
his head to evince some anxiety regarding the decoration of
his person (which, to do him justice, was by no means an
habitual weakness with him;) and, with this end and aim, he
condescendingly commanded Oliver to assist him in his toilet
straightway.
Oliver was but too glad to make himself useful ; too happy to
have some faces, however bad, to look upon, and too desirous to
conciliate those about him when he could honestly do so, to
throw any objection in the way of this proposal ; so he at once
expressed his readiness, and, kneeling on the floor, while the
Dodger sat upon the table so that he could take his foot in his
lap, he applied himself to a process which Mr. Dawkins desig
nated as " japanning his trotter-cases," and which phrase,
rendered
Whether
into
it was
plainthe
English,
sense ofsignifieth
freedom cleaning
and independence
his boots.which
a rational animal may be supposed to feel when he sits on a table
in an easy attitude, smoking a pipe, swinging one leg carelessly
to and fro, and having his boots cleaned all the time, without
even the past trouble of haying taken them off, or the prospec
tive misery of putting* them on, to disturb his reflections; or
whether it was the goodness of the tobacco that soothed the
feelings of the Dodger, or the mildness of the beer that mollified
his thoughts, he was evidently tinctured for the nonce with a
spice of romance and enthusiasm foreign to his general nature.
He looked down on Oliver with a thoughtful countenance for a
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brief space, and then, raising his head, and heaving a gentle sigh,
said,
" What
half ina abstraction,
pity it is he isn't
and half
a prig
to !"Master Bates,
" Ah !" said Master Charles Bates; " he don't know what's
good
TheforDodger
him." sighed again, and resumed his pipe, as did Char
ley Bates. They both smoked for some seconds in silence.
" I suppose you don't even know what a prig is?" said the
Dodger
" I think
mournfully.
I know that," replied Oliver, hastily looking up.
" It's a th— ; you're one, are you not?" inquired Oliver, checking
himself.
" I am," replied the Dodger, " I'd scorn to be anythink else."
Mr. Dawkins gave his hat a ferocious cock after delivering this
sentiment, and looked at Master Bates as if to denote that he
would feel obliged by his saying anything to the contrary. " I
am," repeated the Dodger; " so's Charley, so's Fagin, so's
Sikes, so 's Nancy, so 's Bet, so we all are, down to the dog, and
he's the downiest one of the lot."
" And
He wouldn't
the leastsogiven
much
to peaching,"
as bark in aadded
witness-box
Charley for
Bates.
fear of
committing himself; no, not if you tied him up in one, and left
him there without wittles for a fortnight," said the Dodger.
" He's
That aherum
wouldn't
dog. ; Don't
not a he
bit look
of it,"fierce
observed
at any
Charley.
strange cove
that laughs or sings when he's in company!" pursued the
Dodger. " Won't he growl at all, when he hears a fiddle
playing, and don't he hate other dogs as ain't of his breed! —
Oh,
This
" He's
no was
!"an merely
out-and-out
intended
Christian,"
as a tribute
saidtoCharley.
the animal's abilities,
but it was an appropriate remark in another sense, if Master
Bates had only known it ; for there are a great many ladies and
gentlemen claiming to be out-and-out Christians, between whom
and Mr. Sikes's dog there exist very strong and singular points
of "resemblance.
Well, well," said the Dodger, recurring to the point from
which they had strayed, with that mindfulness of his profession
which influenced all his proceedings. " This hasn't got anything
to do with young Green here."
"No more it has," said Charley. " Why don't you put yourself
under Fagin, Oliver?"
" And make your fortun' out of hand ?" added the Dodger,
with
" And
a grin.
so be able to retire on your property, and do the gen
teel, as I mean to in the very next leap-year but four that ever
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comes, and the forty-second Tuesday in Trinity-week," said
Charley
" I don't
Bates.
like it," rejoined Oliver timidly ; " I wish they would
letOliver
"me
And
go.knew
Fagin
I—I—would
this
would
too rather
well
rather
; but,
not
go."
thinking
!" rejoined
it might
Charley.
be dangerous
to express his feelings more openly, he only sighed, and went on
with
" Go
his!"boot-cleaning.
exclaimed the Dodger. " Why, where's your spirit?
Don't you take any pride out of yourself? Would you go and be
dependent on your friends, eh ?"
" Oh, blow that !" said Master Bates, drawing two or three
silk handkerchiefs from his pocket, and tossing them into a
cupboard, " that's too mean, that is."
" / couldn't do it," said the Dodger, with an air of haughty
disgust.
" You can leave your friends, though," said Oliver with a halfsmile,
" That,"
" and rejoined
let them be
thepunished
Dodger,forwith
whata you
wavedid."
of his pipe,—
" that was all out of consideration for Fagin, 'cause the traps
know that we work together, and he might have got into
trouble if we hadn't made our lucky ; that was the move, wasn't
H, Charley?"
?
Master Bates nodded assent, and would have spoken, but
that the recollection of Oliver's flight came so suddenly upon
him, that the smoke he was inhaling got entangled with a laugh,
and went up into his head, and down into his throat, and
brought on a fit of coughing and stamping about five minutes
long.
" Look here," said the Dodger, drawing forth a handful of
shillings and halfpence. " Here's a jolly life ! - what's the odds
where it comes from? Here, catch hold-, there's plenty more
where they were took from. You won't, won't you ?—Oh, you
precious
"It's naughty,
flat!"
ain't it, Oliver?" inquired Charley Bates.
'.' He'll
" I don't
comeknow
to be scragged,
what thatwon't
means,"
he ?" replied Oliver, looking
round.
" Something in this way, old feller," said Charley. As he said
it, Master Bates caught up an end of his neckerchief, and,
holding it erect in the air, dropped his head on his shoulder,
and jerked a curious sound through his teeth, thereby indicating,
by a lively pantomimicrepresentation, that scragging and hanging
were
"That's
one andwhat
the same
it means,"
thing. said Charley. "Look how he
stares, Jack. I never did see such prime company as that 'ere
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boy, he'll be the death of me, I know he will." And Master
Charles Bates, having laughed heartily again, resumed his pipe
with
" You've
tears inbeen
his eyes.
brought up bad," said. the Dodger, surveying
his boots with much satisfaction when Oliver had polished them.
" Fagin will make something of you, though, or you'll be the
first he ever had that turned out unprofitable. You 'd better
begin at once, for you'll come to the trade long before you
think
Master
of it,Bates
and you're
backedonly
thislosing
advicetime,
with Oliver."
sundry moral admoni
tions of his own, which being exhausted, he and his friend
Mr. Dawkins launched into a glowing description of the nume
rous pleasures incidental to the life they led, interspersed with
a variety of hints to Oliver that the best thing he could do,
would be to secure Fagin's favour without more delay by the
same
" And
means
always
which
putthey
thishad
in your
employed
pipe, JNolly,"
to gain said
it. the Dodger,
as the Jew was heard unlocking the door above, " if you don't
take fogies and tickers
"
" What's the good of talking in that way ?" interposed Mas
ter"Bates
If you: "don't
he don't
take pocket-hankechers
know what you mean."
and watches," said the
Dodger, reducing his conversation to the level of Oliver's capa
city, " some other cove will ; so that the coves that lose 'em will
be all the worse, and you'll be all the worse too, and nobody
and
half
" To
you've
a ha'p'orth
be just
sure,—to
asthegood
better,
be asure
right
except
!" to
saidthem
the
the chaps
Jew,
as they
who
wot
have."
gets
had entered
them—

unseen by Oliver. " It all lies in a nutshell, my dear—in a nut
shell, take the Dodger's word for it. Ha ! ha ! —he understands
theThe
catechism
old manofrubbed
his trade."
his hands gleefully together as he corro
borated the Dodger's reasoning in these terms, and chuckled
with
Thedelight
conversation
at his pupil's
proceeded
proficiency.
no farther at this time, for the
Jew had returned home accompanied by Miss Betsy, and a
gentleman whom Oliver had never seen before, but who was
accosted by the Dodger as Tom Chitling, and who, having lin
gered on the stairs to exchange a few gallantries with the Jfcdy,
now
Mr.made
Chitling
his appearance.
was older irr years than the Dodger, having per
haps numbered eighteen winters ; but there was a degree of
deference in his deportment towards that young gentleman
which seemed to indicate that he felt himself conscious of a
slight inferiority in point of genius and professional acquirements.
He had small twinkling eyes, and a pock-marked face ; wore
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a fur cap, a dark corduroy jacket, greasy fustian trousers, and
an apron. His wardrobe was, in truth, rather out of repair ; but
he excused himself to the company by stating that his " time"
was only out an hour hefore, and that, in consequence of having
worn the regimentals for six weeks past, he had not been able
to bestow any attention on his private clothes. Mr. Chitling
added, with strong marks of irritation, that the new way of
fumigating clothes up yonder was infernal unconstitutional, for
it burnt holes in them, and there was no remedy against the
county ; the same remark he considered to apply to the regula
tion mode of cutting the hair, which he held to be decidedly
unlawful. Mr. Chitling wound up his observations by stating
that he had not touched a drop of anything for forty-two mortal
long hard-working days, and that he " wished he might be
busted if he wasn't as dry as a lime-basket."
" Where do you think the gentleman has come from, Oliver?"
inquired the Jew with a grin, as the other boys put a bottle of
spirits on the table.
. " I—I—don't
Who 's that?know,
" inquired
sir," Tom
replied
Chitling,
Oliver. casting a contemp
tuous look at Oliver.
.» .
'.' A young friend of mine, my dear," replied the Jew.
.."He's in luck then," said the young man, with a meaning
look at Fagin. " Never mind where I came from, young 'un ;
you
At'llthis
findsally
yourtheway
boys
there
laughed,
soon enough,
and, after
I 'll
some
bet more
a crown
jokes
! " on
the same subject, exchanged a few short whispers with Fagin,
andAfter
withdrew.
some words apart between the last comer and Fagin,
they drew their chairs towards the fire ; and the Jew, telling
Oliver to come and sit" by him, led the conversation to the topics
most calculated to interest his heaters. These were, the great
advantages of the trade, the proficiency of the Dodger, the
amiability ofCharley Bates, and the liberality of the Jew himself.
At length these subjects displayed signs of being thoroughly
exhausted, and Mr. Chitling did the same (for the house of cor
rection becomes fatiguing after a week or two) ; Miss Betsy ac
cordingly
From this
withdrew,
day Oliver
and left
wasthe
seldom
partyleft
to their
alone,repose.
but was
. placed
in almost, constant communication- with the two boys, who
played the old game with the Jew every day,—whether for their
own improvement or Oliver's, Mr. Fagin best knew. At other
times the old man would tell them stories of robberies he had
committed in his younger days, mixed up with so much that
was droll aud. curious, that Oliver could not help laughing
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heartily, and showing that he was amused in spite of all his
better
In short,
feelings.
the wily old Jew had the boy in his toils ; and,
having prepared his mind, by solitude and gloom, to prefer any
society to the companionship of his own sad thoughts in such
a dreary place, was now slowly instilling into his soul the poi
son which he hoped would blacken it and change its hue for
ever.
It wasIN aWHICH
chill,A damp,
NOTABLE
CHAPTER
windy
PLAN IS night,
DISCUSSED
XIX.
when
AND DETERMINED
the Jew,ON.
buttoning

his great-coat tight round his shrivelled body, and pulling the
collar up over his ears so as completely to obscure the lower
part of his face, emerged from his den. He paused on the step
as the door was locked and chained behind him ; and having
listened while the boys made all secure, and until their retreat
ing footsteps were no longer audible, slunk down the street as
quickly
The house
as he to
could.
which Oliver had been conveyed was in the
neighbourhood of Whitechapel ; the Jew stopped for an instant
at the corner of the street, and, glancing suspiciously round,
crossed
The mud
the road,
lay thick
and struck
upon off
the instones,
the. direction
and a black
of Spitalfields.
mist hung
over the streets ; the rain fell sluggishly down, and everything
felt cold and clammy to the touch. It seemed just the night
when it befitted such a being as the Jew to be abroad. As he
glided stealthily along, creeping beneath the shelter of the walls
and doorways, the hideous old man seemed like some loathsome
reptile, engendered in the slime and darkness through which he
moved, crawling forth by night in search of some rich offal for a
meal.
He kept on his course through many winding and narrow ways
until he reached Bethnal Green; then, turning suddenly off to the
left, he soon became involved in a maze of the mean and dirty
streets
The which
Jew was
abound
evidently
in thattoo
close
familiar
and densely-populated
with the ground quarter.
he tra
versed, however, to be at all bewildered either by the darkness
of the night or the intricacies of the way. He hurried through
several alleys and streets, and at length turned into one lighted
only by a single lamp at the farmer end. At the door of a
house in this street he knocked, and having exchanged a few
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muttered words with the person who opened the door, walked
up stairs.
A dog growled as he touched the handle of a door, and a
man's
""Bring
Only
voice
me,
indemanded
your
Bill ; body,"
onlywho
me,said
was
mySikes.
there.
dear," said
"Liethedown,
Jew, you
looking
stupid
in.
brute. Don't you know the devil when he's got a great-coat
on?"
gin's
Apparently
outer garment
the dog
; for
hadasbeen
the Jew
somewhat
unbuttoned
deceived
it, and
by Mr.
threw
Fait
over the back of a chair, he retired to the corner from which he
had risen, wagging his tail as he went, to show that he was as
Well
"Well
satisfied
.'"said
as itSikes.
was in his nature to be.
" Well, my dear," replied the Jew. " Ah ! Nancy."
The latter recognition was uttered with just enough of em
barrassment to imply a doubt of its reception ; for Mr. Fagin
and his young friend had not met since she had interfered in
behalf of Oliver. All doubts upon the subject, if he had any,
were speedily removed by the young lady's behaviour. She
took her feet off the fender, pushed back her chair, and bade
Fagin draw up his, without saying any more about it, for it was
a cold
" It night,
is cold,
andNancy
no mistake.
dear," said the Jew, as he warmed his
skinny hands over the fire. " It seems to go right through one,"
added the old man, touching his left side.
"It must be a piercer if it finds its way through your heart,"
said Mr. Sikes. " Give him something to drink, Nancy. Burn
my body, make haste. It's enough to turn a man ill to see his
lean old carcase shivering in that way, like a ugly ghost just rose
from
Nancy
the grave."
quickly brought a bottle from a cupboard in which
there were many, which, to judge from the diversity of their
appearance, were filled with several kinds of liquids ; and Sikes,
pouring out a glass of brandy, bade the Jew drink it off.
" Quite enough, quite, thankye, Bill," replied the Jew, putting
down the glass after just setting his lips to it.
"What! you're afraid of our getting the better of you, are
you ! " inquired Sikes, fixing his eyes on the Jew : " ugh !"
With a hoarse gruntof contempt Mr. Sikes seized the glass and
threw the remainder of its contents into the ashes, as a preparatory
ceremony
The Jewtoglanced
filling it round
again for
thehimself,
room aswhich
his companion
he did at once.
tossed
down the second glassful ; not in curiosity, for he had seen it
often before, but in a restlesfand suspicious manner which was
habitual to him. It was a meanly furnished apartment, with
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nothing but the contents of the closet to induce the belief that
its occupier was anything but a working man ; and with no
more suspicious articles displayed to view than two or three
heavy bludgeons which stood in a corner, and a " life-preserver,"
that
" For
There,"
hungbusiness—eh
business,"
over
said
theSikes,
mantelpiece.
replied
?" smacking
inquired
Sikes; the
his
" soJew.
lips.
say"what
Now you've
I'm ready."
got to

say."
" About the crib at Chertsey, Bill ? " said the Jew, drawing his
chair
" Yes.
Ah
forward,
! you
Wot
know
and
about
what
speaking
it? I" mean,
inquired
in a very
mySikes.
dear,"
low voice.
said the Jew. " He
knows
" No,what
he don't,"
I mean,
sneered
Nancy;Mr.
don't
Sikes,
he?"" or he won't, and that's
the same thing. Speak out, and call things by their right names ;
don't sit there winking and blinking, and talking to me in hints,
as if you warn't the very first that thought about the robbery.
D— your eyes ! wot d'ye mean ? "
" Hush, Bill, hush ! " said the Jew, who had in vain attempted
to stop this burst of indignation ; " somebody will hear us, my
dear
" Let
; somebody
'em hear!
will" hear
said us."
Sikes; " I don't care." But as Mr.
Sikes did care, upon reflection he dropped his voice as he said
the" words,
There, and
there,"
grewsaid
calmer.
the Jew coaxingly. " It was only my
caution — nothing more. Now, my dear, about that crib at
Chertsey ; when is it to be done, Bill, eh ?—when is it to be
done? Such plate, my dears, such plate!" said the Jew, rub
bing his hands, and elevating his eyebrows in a rapture of anti
cipation.
."" Not at
to all,"
be done
replied
at all?"
Sikesechoed
coldly. the Jew, leaning back in his.
up
chair.
"job,
No,asnot
we at
expected."
all," rejoined . Sikes' .; " at least it can't be a put" Then it hasn't been properly gone about," said the Jewr
turning pale with anger. " Don't tell me."
" But I will tell you," retorted Sikes. " Who are you that's
not to be told ? I tell you that Toby Crackit has been hanging
about the place for a fortnight, and he can't get one of the ser
vants
" Do
intoyou
a line."
mean to tell me, Bill," said the Jew, softening as
the other grew heated, " that neither of the two men in the
house can be got over?"
" Yes, I do mean to tell you so," replied Sikes. " The old

122

OLIVER TWIST.

lady has had 'em these twenty year; and, if you were to give
"'em
that
" But
"Not
live
Not
thedo
ahundred
bywomen
bit
you
flash
of mean
it,"
Toby
pound,
can't
replied
tobe
Crackit
say,
they
got
Sikes.
my
wouldn't
over
? " dear,"
said
? ' be
the
remonstrated
inJew
it." incredulously.
the Jew,

" Think
" No ; what
not even
women
by flash
are, Toby
Bill." Crackit," replied Sikes. " He
says he's worn sham whiskers and a canary waistcoat the whole
blessed time he 's been loitering down there, and it's all of no
use."
" He should have tried mustachios and a pair of military
trousers, my dear," said the Jew, after a few moments' reflec
tion.
" So he did," rejoined Sikes, " and they warn't of no more
useThe
thanJew
the looked
other plant."
very blank at this information, and, after
ruminating for some minutes with his chin sunk on his breast,
raised his head, and said with a deep sigh that, if flash Toby
Crackit
" Andreported
yet," saidaright,
the oldheman,
feared
dropping
the game
his was
hands
up.on his knees,
" it's a sad thing, my dear, to lose so much when we had set
our" hearts
So it is,"
upon
said
it."Mr. Sikes; " worse luck ! "
A long silence ensued, during which the Jew was plunged in
deep thought, with his face wrinkled into an expression of villany
perfectly demoniacal. Sikes eyed him furtively from time to
time; and Nancy, apparently fearful of irritating the house
breaker, sat with her eyes fixed upon the fire, as if she had been
deaf
" Fagin,"
to all thatsaid
passed.
Sikes, abruptly breaking the stillness that pre
vailed, " is it worth fifty shiners extra, if it's safely done from
the" outside?"
Yes," said the Jew, suddenly rousing himself as if from a
trance.
" Is
Yes,
it amy
bargain
dear, ?yes,"
" inquired
rejoined
Sikes.
the Jew, grasping the other's
hand, his eyes glistening, and every muscle in his face working
with
" Then,"
.the excitement
said Sikes,
that the
thrusting
inquiryaside
had awakened.
the Jew's hand with
some disdain, " let it come off as soon as you like. Toby and I
were over the garden-wall the night afore last sounding the pa
nels of the door and shutters: the crib's barred up. at night like a
jail," but
Which
Why,"
there's
iswhispered
that,
one Bill?"
partSikes,
weasked
can" crack,
as
theyou
Jew
safe
cross
eagerly.
and
thesoftly."
lawn— —"
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" Yes, yes," said the Jew, bending his head forward, with his
eyes
"Umph!"
almost starting
cried Sikes,
out of stopping
it.
short as the girl, scarcely
moving her head, looked suddenly round and pointed for an
instant to the Jew's face. " Never mind which part it is. You
can't do it without me, I know ; but it's best to be on the safe
side when one deals with you."
" As you like, my dear, as you like," replied the Jew, biting
his"lip.
None,"
" Is said
thereSikes,
no help
" 'cept
wanted
a centre-bit
but yoursand
andaToby's?"
boy. The first
we've
"A
Never
both
boy mind
!got
" exclaimed
; the
wotsecond
it isthe
! "you
Jew.
replied
must
" Sikes
Oh!
find then
us."
; " Iitwant
is a panel,
a boy,eh?"
and
he mustn't be a big un. Lord ! " said Mr. Sikes reflectively, " if
I'd only got that young boy of Ned, the chimbley-sweeper's—he
kept him small on purpose, and let him out by the job. But the
father gets lagged, and then the Juvenile Delinquent Society
comes, and takes the boy away from a trade where he was arning
money, teaches him to read and write, and in time makes a
'prentice of him. And so they go on," said Mr. Sikes, his wrath
rising with the recollection of his wrongs,—"so they go on;
and, if they'd got money enough, (which it's a Providence they
have not,) we shouldn't have half-a-dozen boys left in the whole
trade
" No
in more
a yearwe
or two."
should," acquiesced the Jew who had been
considering during this speech, and had only caught the last
sentence.
The
" What
Jew"Bill!"
now?"
noddedinquired
his headSikes.
towards Nancy, who was still gaz
tng at the fire, and intimated by a sign that he would have her
told to leave the room. Sikes shrugged his shoulders impa
tiently, as if he thought the precaution unnecessary, but com
plied, nevertheless, by requesting Miss Nancy to fetch him a jug
of "beer.
You don't want any beer," said Nancy, folding her arms,
and" retaining
Nonsense,"
I tell you her
I do
rejoined
seat
! " replied
verythecomposedly.
Sikes.
girl, coolly. " Go on, Fagin. I
know
The what
Jew he
still's going
hesitated,
to say,
andBill;
Sikes
he needn't
looked mind
from me."
one to the
other
" Why,
in some
yousurprise.
don't mind the old girl, do you, Fagin?" he
asked at length. " You've known her long enough to trust her,
or "the/should
devil 's think
in it, not!
She "ain't
replied
one the
to blab,
young
arelady,
you, drawing
Nancy ? "her
chatr up to the table, and putting her elbows upon it.
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" No, no, my dear,—I know you're not," said the Jew ,
" but
" But
I didn't
wot?"
" and
know
inquired
again
whether
theSikes.
oldshe
man
mightn't
paused.p'r'aps be out of sorts,

you know, my dear, as she was the other night," replied
theAtJew.
this confession Miss Nancy burst into a loud laugh, and,
swallowing a glass of brandy, shook her head with an air of de
fiance, and burst into sundry exclamations of " Keep the game
a going ! " " Never say die !" and the like, which seemed at once
to have the effect of re-assuring both gentlemen, for the Jew
nodded his head with a satisfied air, and resumed his seat, as
did" Mr.
Now,Sikes
Fagin,"
likewise.
said Nancy with a laugh, " tell Bill at once
about Oliver ! "
"Ah! you're a clever one, my dear; the sharpest girl I ever
saw ! " said the Jew, patting her on the neck. " It was about
Oliver
" What
He's
I was
the
about
going
boyhim?
for
to you,
speak,
" demanded
mysure
dear,"
enough.
Sikes.
repliedHa
the! Jew
ha ! ha
in !a"hoarse

whisper, laying his finger on the side of his nose, and grinning
frightfully.
" Have
He! " him,
exclaimed
Bill!"Sikes.
said Nancy. " I would if I was in your
place. He mayn't be so much up as any of the others ; but that's
not what you want if he's only to open a door for you. Depend
upon
" I itknow
he's ahesafe
is,"one,
rejoined
Bill." Fagin; " he's been in good train
ing these last few weeks, and it's time he began to work for his
bread.
" Well,
Besides,
he is the
justothers
the size
are all
I want,"
too big."
said Mr. Sikes, rumi
nating.
" And will do everything you want, Bill, my dear," interposed
the Jew; " he can't help himself,—that is if you only frighten
him enough."
" Frighten him !" echoed Sikes. " It'll be no sham frighten
ing, mind you. If there's anything queer about him when we
once get into the work,—in for a penny, in for a pound,—you
won't see him alive again, Fagin. Think of that before you send
him. Mark my words," said the robber, poising a heavy
crowbar
I've" had
I've my
thought
which
eye upon
heofhad
it him,
all,"
drawn
my
saiddears,
from
the Jew
under
close—close.
with
the energy.
bedstead.
Once" let
I've—
him
feel that he is one of us ; once fill his mind with the idea that he
has been a thief, and he 's ours,— ours for his life! Oho ! It
couldn't have come about better!" The old man crossed his
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arms upon his breast, and, drawing his head and shoulders into
a heap,
" Ours
Perhaps
literally
!" said
I do,
hugged
Sikes.
my dear,"
"Yours,
himself
saidfor
you
the
joy.
mean."
Jew with a shrill chuckle.
" Mine,
" Andifwot,"
you like,
saidBill."
Sikes, scowling fiercely on his agreeable
friend,—"
faced kid, when
wot makes
you know
you take
thereso are
much
fiftypains
boysabout
snoozing
one chalkabout
Common Garden every night, as you might pick and choose from?"
" Because they 're of no use to me, my dear," replied the Jew
with some confusion, " not worth the taking ; for their looks
convict 'em when they get into trouble , and I lose 'em all.
With this boy properly managed , my dears , I could do
what I couldn't with twenty of them. Besides," said the
Jew, recovering his self-possession, "he has us now if he
could only give us leg-bail again ; and he must be in the same
boat with us. Never mind how he came there, it 's quite enough
for my power over him that he was in a robbery, that 's all I
want. Now how much better this is than being obliged to put
the poor leetle boy out of the way, which would be dangerous,
and" When
we should
is itlose
to be
by done?"
it besides."
asked Nancy, stopping some tur
bulent exclamation on the part of Mr. Sikes, expressive of the
disgust
""IAh,
planned
with
to bewhich
sure,"
with he
Toby,
said
received
the
theJew,
night
Fagin's
" arter
when
affectation
to-morrow,"
is it to beofdone,
humanity.
rejoined
Bill?"
Sikes in a surly voice, " if he heard nothing from me to the con
trary."
" Good,"
No,"
It 's allrejoined
arranged
said the
Sikes.
Jew
about; "bringing
there 's off
no the
moon."
swag, * is it?" asked

the Jew.
Sikes
" Andnodded.
about

"

" Oh, ah, it 's all planned," rejoined Sikes, interrupting him ;
" never mind particulars. You 'd better bring the boy here to
morrow night; I shall get off the stones an hour arter day
break. Then you hold your tongue, and keep the melting-pot
ready,
Afterand
some
that's
discussion,
all you'll
in have
whichto all
do."
three took an active part,
it was decided that Nancy should repair to the Jew's next even
ing when the night had set in, and bring Oliver away with her :
Fagin craftily observing, that, if he evinced any disinclination
to the task, he would be more willing to accompany the girl
who had so recently interfered in his behalf, than anybody else.
* Booty.
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It was also solemnly arranged that poor Oliver should, for the
purposes of the contemplated expedition, be unreservedly con
signed to the care and custody of Mr. William Sikes ; and fur
ther, that the said Sikes should deal with him as he thought fit,
and should not be held responsible by the Jew for any mis
chance or evil that might befall the boy, or any punishment with
which it might be necessary to visit him, it being understood
that, to render the compact in this respect binding, any repre
sentations made by Mr. Sikes on his return should be required
to be confirmed and corroborated, in all important particulars,
byThese
the testimony
preliminaries
of flash
adjusted,
Toby Crackit.
Mr. Sikes proceeded to drink
brandy at a furious rate, and to flourish the crowbar in an
alarming manner, yelling forth at the same time most unmusical
snatches of song, mingled with wild execrations. At length, in
a fit of professional enthusiasm, he insisted upon producing his
box of housebreaking tools, which he had no sooner stumbled
in with, and opened for the purpose of explaining the nature
and properties of the various implements it contained, and the
peculiar beauties of their construction, than he fell over it upon
the floor, and went to sleep where he fell.
" Good night, Nancy," said the Jew, muffling himself up as
before.
"Goodnight."
Their eyes met, and the Jew scrutinised her narrowly. There
was no flinching about the girl. She was as true and earnest in
theThe
matter
Jewasagain
Tobybade
Crackit
herhimself
good could
night, be.
and, bestowing a sly
kick upon the prostrate form of Mr. Sikes while her back was
turned, groped down stairs.
" Always the way," muttered the Jew to himself as he turned
homewards. " The worst of these women is, that a very little
thing serves to call up some long-forgotten feeling; and the best of
them is, that it never lasts. Ha ! ha ! The man against the child,
forBeguiling
a bag of gold!"
the time with these pleasant reflections, Mr. Fagin
wended his way through mud and mire to his gloomy abode,
where the Dodger was sitting up, impatiently awaiting his re
turn.
.;
"Is Oliver a-bed? I want to speak to him," was his first re
mark as they descended the stairs.
" Hours ago," replied the Dodger, throwing open a door.
"Here he is!"
»
The boy was lying fast asleep on a rude bed upon the floor :
so pale with anxiety and sadness, and the closeness of his prison,
that he looked like death ; not death as it shows in shroud and
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coffin, but in the guise it wears when life has just departed ;
when a young and gentle spirit has hut an instant fled to heaven,
and the gross air of the world has not had time to breathe upon
the changing dust it hallowed.
" Not now," said the Jew, turning softly away. " To-mor
row. To-morrow."

WhenWHEREIN
OliverOLIVER
awoke
IS
CHAPTER
DELIVERED
in the OVER
morning
TO
XX.
MR. he
WILLIAM
was SIKES.
a good deal

surprised to find that a new pair of shoes with strong thick soles
had been placed at his bedside, and that his old ones had been
removed. At first he was pleased with the discovery, hoping
that it might be the forerunner of his release ; but such thoughts
were quickly dispelled on his sitting down to breakfast alone
with the Jew, who told him, in a tone and manner which in
creased his alarm, that he was to be taken to the residence of
Rill" Sikes
To—to—stop
No, no,
thatmynight.
dear,
there,
notsir?"
to stop
asked
there,"
Oliver,
replied
anxiously.
the Jew. " We

shouldn't like to lose you. Don't be afraid, Oliver, you shall
come back to us again. Ha! ha! ha! We won't be so cruel as
to The
sendold
youman
away,
whomywas
dear.
stooping
Oh no,
over
nothe
! " fire toasting a piece
of bread, looked round as he bantered Oliver thus, and chuckled
as if to show that he knew he would still be very glad to get away
if he could.
" I suppose," said the Jew, fixing his eyes on Oliver, "you
want
Oliver
to know
coloured
whatinvoluntarily
you're goingtotofind
Rill's
thatfor—
the old
eh, thief
my dear?"
had been
reading his thoughts; but boldly said, "Yes, he did want to
know."
" Why,
IndeeddoI you
don'tthink?"
know, inquired
sir," replied
Fagin,
Oliver.
parrying the question.
"Rah!" said the Jew, turning away with a disappointed
countenance from a close perusal of the boy's face. " Wait till
RillThe
tellsJew
you,
seemed
then."much vexed by Oliver's not expressing any
greater curiosity on the subject ; but the truth is, that, although
he felt very anxious, he was too much confused by the earnest
cunning of Fagin's looks, and his own speculations, to make
any further inquiries just then. He had no other opportunity ;
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for the Jew remained very surly and silent till night, when he
prepared
" You may
to goburn
abroad.
a candle," said the Jew, putting one upon the
table ; " and here's a book for you to read till they come to fetch
you. Goodnight!"
The
"Good
Jewnight,
walked
sir!"
to the
replied
door,Oliver,
lookingsoftly.
over his shoulder at the
boy as he went, and, suddenly stopping, called him by his
name.
Oliver looked up ; the Jew, pointing to the candle, motioned
him to light it. He did so ; and, as he placed the candlestick upon
the table, saw that the Jew was gazing fixedly at him with
lowering
" Takeand
heed,
contracted
Oliver! take
browsheed!
from"the
saiddark
the end
old man,
of the shaking
room.
his right hand before him in a warning manner. " He's a rough
man, and thinks nothing of blood when his own is up. Whatever
falls out, say nothing, and do what he bids you. Mind!"
Placing a strong emphasis on the last word, he suffered his
features gradually to resolve themselves into a ghastly grin ; and,
nodding
Oliver his
leant
head,
his head
left the
upon
room.
his hand when the old man disap
peared, and pondered with a trembling heart on the words he
had just heard. The more he thought of the Jew's admonition,
the more he was at a loss to divine its real purpose and meaning.
He could think of no bad object to be attained by sending him to
Sikes which would not be equally well answered by his re
maining with Fagin; and after meditating for a long time,
concluded that he had been selected to perform some ordinary
menial offices for the housebreaker, until another boy, better
suited for his purpose, could be engaged. He was too well
accustomed to suffering, and had suffered too much where he
was, to bewail the prospect of a change very severely. He
remained lost in thought for some minutes, and then with a
heavy sigh snuffed the candle, and taking up the book which the
Jew
Hehad
turned
left with
over him,
the leaves
begancarelessly
to read. at first, but, lighting on
a passage which attracted his attention, soon became intent
upon the volume. It was a history of the lives and trials of
great criminals, and the pages were soiled and thumbed with
use. Here, he read of dreadful crimes that make the blood run
cold ; of secret murders that had been committed by the lonely
wayside, and bodies hidden from the eye of man in deep pits
and wells, which would not keep them down, deep as they were,
but had yielded them up at last, after many years, and so mad
dened the murderers with the sight, that in their horror they
had confessed their guilt, and yelled for the gibbet to end their
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agony. Here, too, he read of men who, lying in their beds at
dead of night, had been tempted and led on by their own bad
thoughts to such dreadful bloodshed as it made the flesh creep
and the limbs quail to think of. The terrible descriptions were
so real and vivid, that the sallow pages seemed to turn red with
gore, and the words upon them to be sounded in his ears as if
they were whispered in hollow murmurs by the spirits of the
dead.
In a paroxysm of fear the boy closed the book and thrust it
from him. Then, falling upon his knees, he prayed Heaven to
spare him from such deeds, and rather to will that he should
die at once, than be reserved for crimes so fearful and appalling.
By degrees he grew more calm, and besought in a low and
broken voice that he might be rescued from his present dangers,
and that if any aid were to be raised up for a poor outcast boy,
who had never known the love of friends or kindred, it might
come to him now, when, desolate and deserted, he stood alone
in He
the had
midst
concluded
of wickedness
his prayer,
and guilt.
but still remained with his head
buried
" What's
in histhat
hands,
! " he
when
crieda rustling
, startingnoise
up, aroused
and catching
him. sight of
a figure standing by the door. " Who's there? "
Oliver
" Me—only
raisedme,"
the candle
repliedabove
a tremulous
his head,
voice.
and looked towards
the" door.
Put down
It was
the Nancy.
light," said the girl, turning away her head,
" itOliver
hurtssaw
my that
eyes."she was very pale, and gently inquired if she
were ill. The girl threw herself into a chair, with her back
towards
" God him,
forgive
andme!"
wrung
sheher
cried
hands;
after but
a while,
made" no
I never
reply.thought
of "Has
all this."
any thing happened?" asked Oliver.

"Can I help

youShe
? 1 rocked
will if Iherself
can. toI and
will fro,
indeed."
caught her throat, and, uttering
a gurgling sound, struggled, and gasped for breath.
The
" Nancy!
girl beat
" cried
her Oliver,
hands upon
greatly
heralarmed.
knees, and
" What
her feet
is it?upon
"
the ground, and, suddenly stopping, drew her shawl close round
her,
Oliver
and stirred
shiveredthewith
fire.cold.
Drawing her chair close to it, she sat
there for a little time without speaking, but at length she raised
her" head,
I don'tand
know
looked
what
round.
comes over me sometimes," said the
girl, affecting to busy herself in arranging her dress ; " it's
9
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this damp, dirty room, I think. Now, Nolly, dear, are you
ready?
" Yes;
Am" II tohave
go with
comeyou
from
? " Bill,"
asked replied
Oliver. the girl. " You are
to "goWhat
with for?
me."" said Oliver recoiling.
" What for ! " echoed the girl, raising her eyes, and averting
them again the moment they encountered the boy's face. " Oh !
for"no
I don't
harm."believe it," said Oliver, who had watched her
closely.
" Have it your own way," rejoined the girl, affecting to laugh.
" For
Oliver
nocould
good,see
then."
that he had some power over the girl's better
feelings, and for an instant thought of appealing to her compas
sion on his helpless state. But then the thought darted across
his mind that it was barely eleven o'clock, and that many people
were still in the streets, of whom surely some might be found to
give credence to his tale. As the reflection occurred to him, he
stepped
Neither
forward,
his briefand
consideration
said somewhat
nor its
hastily
purport
thatwere
he was
lostready.
upon
his companion. She eyed him narrowly while he spoke, and
cast upon him a look of intelligence which sufficiently showed
that
"Hush!"
she guessed
saidwhat
the girl,
had been
stooping
passing
overinhim,
his thoughts.
and pointing to
the door as she looked cautiously round. " You can't help your
self. I have tried hard for you, but all to no purpose. You are
hedged round and round, and, if ever you are to get loose from
here,
Struck
this by
is the
not energy
the time."
of her manner, Oliver looked up in her
face with great surprise. She seemed to speak the truth; her
countenance was white and agitated, and she trembled with very
earnestness.
" I have saved you from being ill-used once, and I will again,
and I do now," continued the girl aloud ; " for those who would
have fetched you, if I had not, would have been far more rough
than me. I have promised for your being quiet and silent ; if
you are not, you wijl only do harm to yourself and me too, and
perhaps be my death. See here ! I have borne all this for you
already,
She pointed
as truehastily
as Godtosees
some
melivid
showbruises
it." upon her neck and
arms, and continued with great rapidity.
" Remember this, and don't let me suffer more for you just
now. If I could help you I would, but I have not the power.
They don't mean to harm you, and whatever they make you do,
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is no fault of yours. Hush ! every word from you is a blow for
me. Give me your hand—make haste, your hand! "
She caught the hand which Oliver instinctively placed in hers,
and, blowing out the light, drew him after her up the stairs.
The door was opened quickly by some one shrouded in the dark
ness, and as quickly closed when they had passed out. A hack
ney-cabriolet was in waiting ; and, with the same vehemence
which she had exhibited in addressing Oliver, the girl pulled
him in with her, and drew the curtains close. The driver want
ed no directions, but lashed his horse into full speed without
theThe
delay
girlofstill
an held
instant.
Oliver fast by the hand, and continued to
pour into his ear the warnings and assurances she had already
imparted. All was so quick and hurried, that he had scarcely
time to recollect where he was, or how he came there, when the
carriage stopped at the same house to which the Jew's steps had
been
Fordirected
one brief
onmoment
the previous
Oliverevening.
cast a hurried glance along the
empty street, and a cry for help hung upon his lips. But the
girl's voice was in his ear, beseeching him in such tones ofagony
to remember her, that he had not the heart to utter it ; while he
hesitated, the opportunity was gone, for he was already in the
house,
" This
and
way,"
the door
said the
wasgirl,
shut.
releasing her hold for the first time.
"Bill!"
"Hallo!" replied Sikes, appearing at the head of the stairs
with
This
a candle.
was a very
" Oh
strong
! that's
expression
the timeofofapprobation,
day. Come on
and! "an un
commonly hearty welcome from a person of Mr. Sikes's tempe
rament. Nancy, appearing much gratified thereby, saluted him
cordially.
" Bullseye'sgone home with Tom," observed Sikes as he light
ed "them
So
That's
you've
up.right,"
"got
He'd
rejoined
thehave
kid,"been
Nancy.
saidinSikes,
the way."
when they had all reach

ed "the
Like
Yes,
Did
I'mroom
he
glad
here
a lamb,"
come
: closing
to
he hear
is,"
quiet?"
rejoined
replied
the
it," door
inquired
said
Nancy.
Nancy.
as
Sikes,
heSikes.
spoke.
looking grimly at Oliver,

" for the sake of his young carcase, as would otherways have
suffered for it. Come here, young un, and let me read you a
lectur',
Thus which
addressing
is as his
wellnew
gotprotdgd,
over at once."
Mr. Sikes pulled off his cap
and threw it into a corner; and then, taking him by the should-
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him.
er, sat himself down by the table, and stood Oliver in front of
" Now first, do you know wot this is?" inquired Sikes, taking
upOliver
a pocket-pistol
replied inwhich
the affirmative.
lay on the table.
" Well then, look here," continued Sikes. " This is powder,
that
Oliver
'ere'smurmured
a bullet, andhisthis
comprehension
is a little bit of of
a old
thehat
different
for waddin'."
bodies
referred to, and Mr. Sikes proceeded to load the pistol with
great
" Well,"
Yes,
Now
nicety
Iit's
see
said
and
loaded,"
it the
is,
deliberation.
sir,"
robber,
said
replied
Mr.
grasping
Sikes
Oliver,
Oliver's
when
trembling.
hewrist
had finished.
tightly, and

putting the' barrel so close to his temple that they touched, at
which moment the boy could not repress a shriek ; " if you speak
a word when you're out o' doors with me, except when I speak
to you, that loading will be in your head without notice—so, if
you do make up your mind to speak without leave, say your
prayers
Havingfirst."
bestowed a scowl upon the object of this warning, to
increase its effect, Mr. Sikes continued,
" As near as I know, there isn't any body as would be asking
very partickler arter you, if you was disposed of ; so I needn't
take this devil-and-all of trouble to explain matters to you if it
warn't for your own good. D'ye hear me ? "
" The short and the long of what you mean," said Nancy,
speaking very emphatically, and slightly frowning at Oliver as
if to bespeak his serious attention to her words, " is, that if
you're crossed by him in this job you have on hand, you'll pre
vent his ever telling tales afterwards by shooting him through
the head, and take your chance of swinging for it as you do for
a great many other things in the way of business every month of
your
"That's
life." it!" observed Mr. Sikes, approvingly; "women
can always put things in fewest words, except when it's blow
ing up , and then they lengthens it out. And now that he's
thoroughly up to it, let's have some supper, and get a snooze
afore
In pursuance
starting." of this request, Nancy
.
quickly laid the cloth,
and, disappearing for a few minutes, presently returned with a
pot of porter and a dish of sheep's heads, which gave occasion
to several pleasant witticisms on the part of Mr. Sikes, founded
upon the singular coincidence of "jemmies" being a cant name
common to them and an ingenious implement much used in his
profession. Indeed, the worthy gentleman, stimulated perhaps
by the immediate prospect of being in active service, was in
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great spirits and good-humour; in proof whereof it may be here
remarked that he humorously drank all the beer at a draught,
and did not utter, on a rough calculation, more than fourscore
oaths
Supper
during
being
the ended—
whole progress
it may be
of easily
the meal.
conceived that Oliver
had no great appetite for it — Mr. Sikes disposed of a couple of
glasses of spirits and water, and threw himself upon the bed,
ordering Nancy, with many imprecations in case of failure, to
call him at five precisely. Oliver stretched himself in his clothes
by command of the same authority, on a mattress upon the
floor; and the girl, mending the fire sat before it, in readiness
to For
rousea long
themtime
at theOliver
appointed
lay awake,
time. thinking it not impossible
that Nancy might seek that opportunity of whispering some
further advice, but the girl sat brooding over the fire without
moving, save now and then to trim the light. Weary with
watching
When he
andawoke,
anxiety,
thehetable
at length
was covered
fell asleep.
with tea-things, and
Sikes was thrusting various articles into the pockets of his great
coat, which hung over the back of a chair, while Nancy was
busily engaged in preparing breakfast. It was not yet daylight,
for the candle was still burning, and it was quite dark outside.
A sharp rain, too, was beating against the window-panes, and
the
past
" sky
Now,
five!looked
then!"
Lookblack
sharp,
growled
andor cloudy.
you'll
Sikes,get
as no
Oliver
breakfast,
startedforup;
it's "late
halfas

it is."
Oliver was not long in making his toilet; and, having taken
some breakfast, replied to a surly inquiry from Sikes, by saying
that
Nancy,
he was
scarcely
quite ready.
looking at the boy, threw him a handkerchief
to tie round his throat, and Sikes gave him a large rough cape
to button over his shoulders. Thus attired, he gave his hand
to the cobber, who, merely pausing to show him with a menacing
gesture, that he had the pistol in a side pocket of his great-coat,
clasped it firmly in his, and, exchanging a farewell with Nancy
ledOliver
him away.
turned for an instant when they reached the door, in
the hope of meeting a look from the girl. But she had resumed
her old seat in front of the fire, and sat perfectly motionless
before it.
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CHAPTER XXI.
It was a cheerless morning
TIIE EXPEDITION.
when they got into the street,
blowing and raining hard , and the clouds looking dull and
stormy. The night had been very wet, for large pools of water
had collected in the road and the kennels were overflowing.
There was a faint glimmering of the coming day in the sky, but
it rather aggravated than relieved the gloom of the scene : the
sombre light only serving to pale that which the street-lamps
afforded, without shedding any warmer or brighter tints upon
the wet housetops and dreary streets. There appeared to be
nobody stirring in that quarter of the town, for the windows of
the houses were all closely shut, and the streets through which
they
By passed
the time
were
they
noiseless
had turned
and empty.
into the Bethnal Green road,
the day had fairly begun to break. Many of the lamps were
already extinguished, a few country waggons were slowly
toiling on towards London , and now and then a stage-coach ,
covered with mud, rattled briskly by; the driver bestowing, as
he passed, an admonitory lash upon the heavy waggoner who
by keeping on the wrong side of the road, had endangered his
arriving at the office a quarter of a minute after his time. The
public-houses, with gas-lights burning inside, were already
open. By degrees other shops began to be unclosed, and a few
scattered people were met with. Then came straggling groups
of labourers going to their work ; then men and women with
fish-baskets on their heads ; donkey-carts laden with vegetables,
chaise-carts filled with live-stock or whole carcasses of meat;
milkwomen with pails ; and an unbroken concourse of people
trudging out with Various supplies to the eastern suburbs, of the
town. As they approached the City, the noise and traffic gra
dually increased ; and , when they threaded the streets between
Shoreditch and Smithfield , it had swelled into a roar of sound
and bustle. It was as light as it was likely to be till night came
on again, and the busy morning of half the London population
hadTurning
begun. down Sun-street and Crown-street and crossing
Finsbury-square, Mr. Sikes struck, by way of Chiswell-street
into Barbican, thence into Long-lane, and so into Smithfield,
from which latter place arose a tumult of discordant sounds that
filled Oliver Twist with surprise and amazement.
It was market-morning. The ground was covered nearly
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ankle-deep with filth and mire ; and a thick steam perpetually
rising from the reeking bodies of the cattle, and mingling with
the fog, which seemed to rest upon the chimney-tops, hung
heavily above. All the pens in the centre of the large area, and
as many temporary ones as could be crowded into the vacant
space were filled with sheep ; and, tied up to posts by the gutter
side were long lines of beasts and oxen three or four deep.
Countrymen, butchers, drovers, hawkers, boys, thieves, idlers,
and vagabonds of every low grade, were mingled together in a
dense mass ; the whistling of drovers, the barking of dogs, the
bellowing and plunging of beasts, the bleating of sheep and grunt
ing and squeaking ofpigs ; the cries of hawkers, the shouts, oaths,
and quarrelling on all sides, the ringing of bells and roar of
voices that issued from every public-house ; the crowding, push
ing, driving, beating, whooping, and yelling; the hideous and
discordant din that resounded from every corner of the market;
and the unwashed , unshaven , squalid , and dirty figures
constantly running to and fro, and bursting in and out of the
throng, rendered it a stunning and bewildering scene which
quite
Mr.confounded
Sikes, dragging
the senses.
Oliver after him , elbowed his way through
the thickest of the crowd, and bestowed very little attention
upon the numerous sights and sounds which so astonished the
boy. He nodded twice or thrice to a passing friend, and,
resisting as many invitations to take a morning dram , pressed
steadily onward until they were clear of the turmoil, and had
made
" Now,
theiryoung
way through
un! " said
Hosier-lane
Sikes surlily,
into looking
Holborn.
up at the clock
of St. Andrew's church, " hard upon seven ! you must step out.
Come,
Mr. Sikes
don'taccompanied
lag behind already,
this speech
Lazy-legs!"
with a fierce jerk at his little
companion's wrist ; and Oliver, quickening his pace into a kind
of trot, between a fast walk and a run, kept up with the rapid
strides
Theyofkept
the housebreaker
on their courseas atwell
thisasrate
he could.
until they had passed
Hyde Park corner, and were on their way to Kensington, when
Sikes relaxed his pace until an empty cart which was at some
little distance behind, came up : when, seeing " Hounslow"
written upon it , he asked the driver, with as much civility as
he "could
Jump
Yes;assume,
he's
up,"my
said
ifboy,"
hethewould
man.
replied
give
" Is
Sikes,
them
thatalooking
your
lift asboy?"
far
hard
as Isleworth.
at Oliver,
and putting his hand abstractedly into the pocket where the
pistol
" Your
was.father walks rather too quick for you; don't he, my
man?" inquired the driver, seeing that Oliver was out of breath.
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" Not a bit of it," replied Sikes, interposing. " He's used to
it. Thus
Here,
addressing
take holdOliver,
of my hand,
he helped
Ned.him
In into
withthe
youcart;
! " and the
driver, pointing to a heap of sacks, told him to lie down there,
andAsrest
they
himself.
passed the different milestones, Oliver wondered
more and more where his companion meant to take him.
Kensington, Hammersmith, Chiswick, Kew Bridge, Brentford,
were all passed ; and yet they kept on as steadily as if they had
only begun their journey. At length they came to a public-house
called the Coach and Horses, a little way beyond which another
road
Sikes
appeared
dismounted
to turnwith
off. great
Andprecipitation,
here the cartholding
stopped.Oliver by
the hand all the while; and, lifting him down directly, bestowed
a furious look upon him, and rapped the side-pocket with his fist
in "a He's
Good-b'ye,
verysulky,"
significant
boy,"
replied
manner.
said
Sikes,
the giving
man. him a shake ; " He's sulky,

—a" young
Not I!"
dog!
rejoined
Don'tthe
mind
other,
him."
getting into his cart. " It's a
fine
Sikes
day,waited
after all."
till heAnd
had fairly
he drove
gone,
away.
and then, telling Oliver he
might look about him if he wanted, once again led him forward
onThey
his journey.
turned round to the left a short way past the publichouse, and then, taking a right-hand road, walked on for a long
time, passing many large gardens and gentlemen's houses on
both sides of the way, and stopping for nothing but a little beer,
until they reached a town, in which, against the wall of a house,
Oliver saw written up in pretty large letters, " Hampton."
Here they lingered about in the fields for some hours. At length
they came back into the town, and keeping on past a publichouse which bore the sign of the Red Lion, and by the river-side
for a short distance, they came to an old public-house with a
defaced
The kitchen
sign-board,
was and
an old
ordered
low-roofed
some dinner
room, by
with
thea kitchen
great beam
fire.
across the middle of the ceiling, and benches with high backs to
them by the fire, on which were seated several rough men in
smock-frocks, drinking and smoking. They took no notice of
Oliver, and very little of Sikes ; and , as Sikes took very little
notice of them, he and his young comrade sat in a corner by
themselves, without being much troubled by the company.
, They had some cold meat for dinner, and sat here so long
after it , while Mr. Sikes indulged himself with three or four
pipes, that Oliver began to feel quite certain they were not going
any further. Being much tired with the walk and getting up so
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early, he dozed a little at first, and then, quite overpowered by
fatigue and the fumes of the tobacco , fell fast asleep.
It was quite dark when he was awakened by a push from
Sikes. Rousing himself sufficiently to sit up and look about him,
he found that worthy in close fellowship and communication
with a labouring man, over a pint of ale.
" So, you're going on to Lower Halliford, are you ?" inquired
Sikes.
—or
" Yes,
belter,
I am,"
as the
replied
case might
the man,
be—for
who drinking
seemed a; little
" andthe
notworse
slow
about it neither. My horse hasn't got a load behind him going
back, as he had coming up in the mornin', and he won't be long
a-doing of it. Here 's luck to him ! Ecod, he 's a good un ! "
" Could you give my boy and me a lift as far as there?" de
manded Sikes, pushing the ale towards his new friend.
"If you're going directly, I can," replied the man, looking
out of the pot. " Are you going to Halliford?"
" Going on to Shepperton," replied Sikes.
" I'm your man as far as I go," replied the other. " Is all
paid, Reeky?"
" Yes,
I say the
! " said
otherthe
gentleman's
man with paid,"
tipsy gravity,
replied the
" that
girl.won't do,
you know."
" Why not ? " rejoined Sikes. " You 're a-going to accommo
date us, and wot's to prevent my standing treat for a pint or so,
in return ? "
The stranger reflected upon this argument with a very pro
found face, and, having done so, seized Sikes by the hand and
declared he was a real good fellow. To which Mr. Sikes replied
he was joking;—as, if he had been sober, there would have been
strong reason to suppose he was.
After the exchange of a few more compliments, they bade the
company good night, and went out : the girl gathering up the
pots and glasses as they did so, and lounging out to the door,
with her hands full, to see the party start.
The horse, whose health had been drunk in his absence, was
standing outside, ready harnessed to the cart. Oliver and Sikes
got in without any further ceremony, and the man, to whom he
belonged, having lingered a minute or two " to bear him up,"
and to defy the hostler and the world to produce his equal,
mounted also. Then the hostler was told to give the horse his
head, and, his head being given him, he made a very unpleasant
use of it, tossing it into the air with great disdain, and running
into the parlour windows over the way ; after performing which
feats, and supporting himself for a short time on his hind-legs,

138

OLIVER TWIST.

he started off at great speed, and rattled out of the town right
gallantly.
The night was very dark. A damp mist rose from the river
and the marshy ground about, and spread itself over the dreary
fields. It was piercing cold, too ; all was gloomy and black. Not
a word was spoken, for the driver had grown sleepy, and Sikes
was in no mood to lead him into conversation. Oliver sat hud
dled together in a corner of the cart, bewildered with alarm and
apprehension, and figuring strange objects in the gaunt trees,
whose branches waved grimly to and fro as if in some fantastic
joy at the desolation of the scene.
As they passed Sunbury church, the clock struck seven.
There was a light in the ferry-house window opposite, which
streamed across the road, and threw into more sombre shadow
a dark yew-tree with graves beneath it. There was a dull sound
of falling water not far off, and the leaves of the old tree stirred
gently in the night wind. It seemed like quiet music for the
repose of the dead.
Sunbury was passed through, and they came again into the
lonely road. Two or three miles more, and the cart stopped.
Sikes alighted, and, taking Oliver by the hand, they once again
walked on.
They turned into no house at Shepperton as the weary boy
had expected, but still kept walking on in mud and darkness
through gloomy lanes and over cold open wastes, until they
came within sight of the lights of a town at no great distance.
On looking intently forward, Oliver saw that the water was just
below them, and that they were coming to the foot of a bridge.
Sikes kept straight on till they were close upon the bridge,
and then turned suddenly down a bank upon the left. "The
water!" thought Oliver, turning sick with fear. "He has
brought me to this lonely place to murder me ! "
He was about to throw himself on the ground, and make one
struggle for his young life, when he saw that they stood before a
solitary house, all ruinous and decayed. There was a window
on each side of the dilapidated entrance, and one story above ;
but no light was visible. It was dark, dismantled, and to all
appearance uninhabited.
Sikes, with Oliver's hand still in his, softly approached the low
porch, and raised the latch. The door yielded to the pressure,
and they passed in together.
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CHAPTER XXII.
THE BURGLARY.

" Hallo ! " cried a loud, hoarse voice, directly they had set
foot in the passage.
" Don't make such a row," said Sikes, bolting the door.
" Show a glim, Toby."
" Aha ! my pal," cried the same voice ; " a glim, Barney, a
glim ! Show the gentleman in Barney ; and wake up first, if
convenient."
The speaker appeared to throw a boot-jack, or some such
article, at the person he addressed to rouse him from his slum
bers ; for the noise of a wooden body falling violently was
heard; and then an indistinct muttering as of a man between
asleep and awake.
" Do you hear?" cried the same voice. "There's Bill Sikes
in the passage with nobody to do the civil to him ; and you
sleeping there, as if you took laudanum with your meals, and
nothing stronger. Are you any fresher now, or do you want the
iron candlestick to wake you thoroughly? "
A pair of slipshod feet shuffled hastily across the bare floor of
the room as this interrogatory was put ; and there issued from a
door on the right hand, first a feeble candle, and next, the
form of the same individual who has been heretofore described
as labouring under the infirmity of speaking through his
nose, and officiating as waiter at the public-house on Saffron
Hill.
" Bister Sikes ! " exclaimed Barney, with real or counterfeit
joy ; " cub id, sir; cub id."
" Here! you get on first," said Sikes, putting Oliver in front
of him. " Quicker ! or I shall tread upon your heels."
Muttering a curse upon his tardiness , Sikes pushed Oliver
before him, and they entered a low dark room with a smoky
fire, two or three broken chairs, a table, and a very old couch,
on which, with his legs much higher than his head, a man was
reposing at full length, smoking a long clay pipe. He was dress
ed in a smartly-cut snuff-coloured coat with large brass buttons,
an orange neckerchief, a coarse, staring, shawl-pattern waist
coat, and drab breeches. Mr. Crackit (for be it was) had no
very great quantity of hair, either upon his head or face, but
what he had was of a reddish dye, and tortured into long cork
screw curls, through which he occasionally thrust some very
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dirty fingers ornamented with large common rings. He was a
trifle above the middle size, and apparently rather weak in the
legs ; but this circumstance by no means detracted from his
own admiration of his top-boots, which he contemplated in their
elevated
" Bill, situation
my boy with
! " said
lively
thissatisfaction.
figure, turning his head towards
the door, "I'm glad to see you. I was almost afraid you'd
tur.
given
Uttering
Hallo!"
it up, this
in which
exclamation
case I should
in a tone
haveofmade
greata surprise
personalaswenhis
eyes rested on Oliver, Mr. Toby Crackit brought himself into a
sitting posture and demanded who that was.
"The boy— only the boy!" replied Sikes, drawing a chair
towards
" Wudtheoffire.
Bister Fagid's lads," exclaimed Barney, with a
grin.
" Fagin's, eh ! " exclaimed Toby, looking at Oliver. " Wot
an inwalable boy that'll make for the old ladies' pockets in cha
pels.
"There
His mug
— there's
is a fortun'
enoughto of
him."
that," interposed Sikes impa
tiently, and, stooping over his recumbent friend he whispered
a few words in his ear, at which Mr. Crackit laughed im
mensely,
" Now,"
andsaid
honoured
Sikes, as
Oliver
he resumed
with a long
his stare
seat, of"astonishment.
if you'll give
us something to eat and drink while we're waiting, you'll put
some heart in us,—or in me, at all events. Sit down by the fire,
younker, and rest yourself ; for you'll have to go out with us
again
Oliver
to-night,
looked
though
at Sikes
not very
in mute
far off."
and timid wonder, and,
drawing a stool to the fire, sat with his aching head upon his
hands scarcely knowing where he was, or what was passing
around
" Here,"
him.said Toby, as the young Jew placed some fragments
of food and a bottle upon the table, "Success to the crack!"
He rose to honour the toast, and carefully depositing his empty
pipe in a corner, advanced to the table, filled a glass with spirits,
and"A
drank
drainofffor
itsthe
contents.
boy," said
Mr.Toby,
Sikes half
did the
filling
same.
a wine-glass.
" Down
"Indeed,"
with it,
saidinnocence."
Oliver, looking piteously up into the man's
face; "indeed I
"
" Down with it ! " echoed Toby. " Do you think I don't know
what's good for you ? Tell him to drink it, Bill."
" He had better," said Sikes, clapping his hand upon his
pocket. " Burn my body, if he isn't more trouble than a whole
family of Dodgers. Drink it, you perwerse imp ; drink it ! "
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Frightened by the menacing gestures of the two men, Oliver
hastily swallowed the contents of the glass, and immediately fell
into a violent lit of coughing, which delighted Toby Crackit and
Barney,
This done,
and even
anddrew
Sikesa having
smile from
satisfied
the surly
his Mr.
appetite,
Sikes.(Oliver
could eat nothing but a small crust of bread which they made
him swallow), the two men laid themselves down on chairs for
a short nap. Oliver retained his stool by the fire ; and Barney,
wrapped in a blanket, stretched himself on the floor, close out
side
They
the fender.
slept, or appeared to sleep, for some time : nobody
stirring but Barney, who rose once or twice to throw coals upon
the fire. Oliver fell into a heavy doze, imagining himself stray
ing along through the gloomy lanes, or wandering about the
dark churchyard, or retracing some one or other of the scenes of
the past day, when he was roused by Toby Crackit jumping up
andIndeclaring
an instant
it was
the other
half-past
twoone.
were on their legs, and all were
actively engaged in busy preparation. Sikes and his companion
enveloped their necks and chins in large dark shawls, and drew
on their great-coats, while Barney, opening a cupboard, brought
forth
"Barkers
"Here
several
they
for
articles
are,"
me, Barney,"
replied
which heBarney,
said
hastily
Toby
producing
crammed
Crackit.into
a pairtheofpockets.
pistols.
"You
" Allloaded
right ! them,
" replied
yourself."
Toby, stowing them away. " The per
suaders
"
"Crape,
I've? got
" keys,
'em," replied
centre-bits,
Sikes. darkies — nothing forgotten?"
inquired Toby, fastening a small crowbar to a loop inside the
skirt
"All
of his
right,"
coat. rejoined his companion. "Bring them bits of
timber,
With Barney
these words
: that's
hethe
took
time
a thick
of day."
stick from Barney's hands,
who, having delivered another to Toby, busied himself in fast
ening
"Now
on Oliver's
then ! " cape.
said Sikes, holding out his hand.
Oliver, who was completely stupified by the unwonted exer
cise, and the air, and the drink that had been forced upon him,
put his hand mechanically into that which Sikes extended for
the purpose.
. The
"Takehisother
man went tohand,
the door,
Toby,"
and
saidSikes.
returned"Look
to announce
out, Barney."
that all
was quiet. The two robbers issued forth with Oliver between
them ; and Barney, having made all fast, rolled himself up as
before, and was soon asleep again.
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It was how intensely dark. The fog was much heavier than
it had been in the early part of the night, and the atmosphere
was so damp that, although no rain fell, Oliver's hair and eye
brows within a few minutes after leaving the house had become
stiff with the half-frozen moisture that was iloating about. They
crossed the bridge, and kept on towards the lights which he had
seen before. They were at no great distance off ; and, as they
walked pretty briskly, they soon arrived at Chertsey.
"Slap through the town," whispered Sikes : "there'll be
nobody
Toby in
acquiesced
the way ;to-night
and theytohurried
see us."through the main street
of the little town, which at that late hour was wholly deserted.
A dim light shone at intervals from some bedroom-window,
and the hoarse barking of dogs occasionally broke the silence
of the night ; but there was nobody abroad, and they had cleared
theQuickening
town as thetheir
church
pace,bellthey
struck
turned
two.up a road upon the left
hand. After walking about a quarter of a mile, they stopped
before a detached house surrounded by a wall, to the top of
which Toby Crackit, scarcely pausing to take breath , climbed
in "a twinkling.
The boy next," said Toby. " Hoist him up : I'll catch hold
of Before
him." Oliver had time to look round, Sikes had caught him
under the arms, and in three or four seconds he and Toby were
lying on the grass on the other side. Sikes followed directly,
andAnd
they
now,
stoleforcautiously
the first time,
towards
Oliver,
the house.
well nigh mad with grief
and terror, saw that housebreaking and robbery, if not murder,
were the objects of the expedition. He clasped his hands toge
ther, and involuntarily uttered a subdued exclamation of horror.
A mist came before his eyes, the cold sweat stood upon his ashy
face,
" Get
his limbs
up !" failed
murmured
him, and
Sikes,
he trembling
sunk uponwith
his knees.
rage, and draw
ing the pistol from his pocket ; " get up, or I'll strew your
brains
" Ohupon
! for the
God's
grass."
sake let me go !" cried Oliver y " let me run
away and die in the fields. I will never come near London,
never, never ! Oh ! pray have mercy upon me, and do not
make me steal. For the love of all the bright angels that rest
in The
heaven,
manhave
to whom
mercy this
uponappeal
me I" was made swore a dreadful
oath, and had cocked the pistol, when Toby, striking it from his
grasp, placed his hand upon the boy's mouth and dragged him
to "the
Hush
house.
!" cried the man ; " it won't answer here. Say ano
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ther word, and I'll do your business myself with a crack on the
head that makes no noise, and is quite as certain and more gen
teel. Here, Bill, wrench the shutter open. He's game enough,
now, I'll engage. I've seen older hands of his age took the same
way
Sikes,
for ainvoking
minute orterrific
two on
imprecations
a cold night."
upon Fagin's head for
sending Oliver on such an errand, plied the crowbar vigor
ously, but with little noise ; after some delay and some assistance
from Toby, the shutter to which he had referred swung open
onItitswas
hinges.
a little lattice window, about five feet and a half above
the ground, at the back of the house, which belonged to a scul
lery or small brewing-place at the end of the passage : the
aperture was so small that the inmates had probably not thought
it worth while to defend it more securely ; but it was large
enough to admit a boy of Oliver's size nevertheless. A very
brief exercise of Mr. Sikes's art sufficed to overcome the fasten
ing" of
Now
the lattice,
listen, you
and young
it soonlimb,"
stood wide
whispered
open also.
Sikes, drawing a
dark lantern from his pocket, and throwing the glare full on
Oliver's face ; " I'm a going to put you through there. Take
this light, go softly up the steps straight afore you, and along
the" little
There's
hallatobolt
theatstreet-door.
the top you Unfasten
won't be able
it, and
to reach,"
let us in."
inter
posed Toby. " Stand upon one of the hall chairs ; there are
three there, Bill, with a jolly large blue unicorn and a gold
pitchfork
" Keep on
quiet,
'em, can't
whichyou
is the
?" old
replied
lady'sSikes
arms."
with a threatening
look.
" Wide,"
" The replied
room-door
Toby,
is open,
after ispeeping
it?" in to satisfy himself.
" The game of that is that they always leave it open with a catch,
so that the dog, who's got a bed in here, may walk up and
down the passage when he feels wakeful. "Ha! ha! Barney
'ticed him away to-night, so neat."
Although Mr. Crackit spoke in a scarcely audible whisper,
and laughed without noise, Sikes imperiously commanded him
to be silent, and to get to work. Toby complied by first pro
ducing his lantern, and placing it on the ground; and then
planting himself firmly with his head against the wall beneath
the window, and his hands upon his knees, so as to make a step
of his back. This was no sooner done than Sikes, mounting
upon him, put Oliver gently through the window with his feet
first; and, without leaving hold of his collar, planted him safely
on"the
Take
floor
this
inside.
lantern," said Sikes, looking into the room. " You
see the stairs afore vou."
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Oliver, more dead than alive, gasped out, " Yes;" and Sikes,
pointing to the street-door with the pistol-barrel, briefly advised
him to take notice that he was within shot all the way, and
that
" It's
it hedone
faltered
in ahe
minute,"
would fall
saiddead
Sikesthat
in the
instant.
same low whisper.
" Directly
They
" What's
listened
I leave
that?"
intently.
gowhispered
of you, dothe
your
other
work.
man.Hark !"
"InNothing,"
the short saidSikes,
time he had
releasing
had tohiscollect
hold of
hisOliver.
senses," the
Now!"
boy
had firmly resolved that, whether he died in the attempt or not,
he would make one effort to dart up stairs from the hall and
alarm the family. Filled with this idea, he advanced at once,
but stealthily.
Scared
" Comebyback
the sudden
l" suddenly
breaking
criedofSikes
the dead
aloud.
stillness
" Back
of the
! back
place,
!"
and a loud cry which followed it, Oliver let his lantern fall, and
knew
Thenot
crywhether
was repeated—a
to advance light
or fly.appeared—a vision of two
terrified half-dressed men at the top of the stairs swam before
his eyes—a flash—a loud noise—a smoke— a crash somewhere,
butSikes
where
hadhedisappeared
knew not,—and
for an
he instant;
staggeredbut
back.
he was up again,
and had him by the collar before the smoke had cleared away.
He fired his own pistol after the men who were already retreat
ing,
" Clasp
and dragged
your arm
thetighter,"
boy up. said Sikes as he drew him through
the window. " Give me a shawl here. They've hit him. Quick !
Damnation,
Then camehow
the the
loudboy
ringing
bleedsof!"a bell, mingled with the noise
of fire-arms and the shouts of men, and the sensation of being
carried over uneven ground at a rapid pace. And then the
noises grew confused in the distance, and a cold deadly feeling
crept over the boy's CHAPTER
heart, and he saw
XXIII.
or heard no more.

.WHICH CONTAINS THE SUBSTANCE OF A PLEASANT CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR. BUMBLE
AND A LADY ; AND SHOWS THAT EVEN A BEADLE MAY BE SUSCEPTIBLE ON SOME
TOINTS.

The night was bitter cold. The snow lay upon the ground
frozen into a hard thick crust, so that only the heaps that had
drifted into by-ways and corners were affected by the sharp wind
that howled abroad, which, as if expending increased fury on
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such prey as it found, caught it savagely up in clouds, and,
whirling it into a thousand misty eddies, scattered it in air.
Bleak, dark, and piercing cold, it was a night for the well-housed
and fed to draw round the bright fire and thank God they were
at home, and for the homeless starving wretch to lay him down
and die. Many hunger-worn outcasts close their eyes in our
bare streets at such times, who, let their crimes have been what
ney,
they
Such
may,
the was
matron
canthe
hardly
aspect
of the
open
of
workhouse
out-of-doors
them in atomore
which
affairs
bitter
our
when
world.
readers
Mrs. Corhave
been already introduced as the birthplace of Oliver Twist, sat
herself down before a cheerful fire in her own little room, and
glanced with no small degree of complacency at a small round
table, on which stood a tray of corresponding size furnished with
all necessary materials for the most grateful meal that matrons
enjoy. In fact, Mrs. Corney was about to solace herself with a
cup of tea : and as she glanced from the table to the fireplace,
where the smallest of all possible kettles was singing a small song
in
so "amuch
Well,"
smallso,
voice,
said
indeed,
the
hermatron,
that
inward
Mrs.
leaning
satisfaction
Corney
hersmiled.
elbow
evidently
on the
increased,—
table, and

looking reflectively at the fire, " I'm sure we have all on us a
great deal to be grateful for—a great deal, if we did but know
it. Mrs.
Ah!"
Corney shook her head mournfully, as if deploring the
mental blindness of those paupers who did not know it, and,
thrusting a silver spoon (private property) into the inmost re
cesses
Howofslight
a two-ounce
a thing tin
willtea-caddy,
disturb the
proceeded
equanimity
to make
of our
the frail
tea.
minds! The black teapot, being very small and easily filled, ran
over while Mrs. Corney was moralizing, and the water slightly
scalded Mrs. Corney's hand.
" Drat the pot! " said the worthy matron, setting it down
very hastily on the hob ; " a little stupid thing, that only holds a
couple of cups ! What use is it of to any body?—except," said
Mrs. Corney, pausing,—" except to a poor desolate creature
like me. Oh dear ! "
With these words the matron dropped into her chair, and,
once more resting her elbow on the table, thought of her soli
tary fate. The small teapot and the single cup had awakened in
her mind sad recollections ofMr. Corney (who had not been dead
more than five-and-twenty years), and she was overpowered.
"I shall never get another!" said Mrs. Corney, pettishly,
" I shall never get another — like him."
Whether this remark bore reference to the husband or the
teapot is uncertain. It might have been the latter ; for Mrs.
10
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Corney looked at it as she spoke, and took it up afterwards. She
had just tasted her first cup, when she was disturbed by a soft
tap at the room-door.
" Oh, come in with you !" said Mrs. Corney, sharply. " Some
of the old women dying, I suppose ;—they always die when I am
at meals. Don't stand there, letting the cold air in, don't. What's
amiss
" Nothing,
now, ehma'am,
?"
nothing," replied a man's voice.
"Dear me!" exclaimed the matron in a much sweeter tone,
"is
"At
thatyour
Mr.service,
Bumble?"
ma'am," said Mr. Bumble, who had been
stopping outside to rub his shoes clean, and shake the snow off
his coat, and who now made his appearance, bearing the
cocked-hat in one hand and a bundle in the other. " Shall I shut
theThe
door,
lady
ma'am?"
modestly hesitated to reply, lest there should be any
impropriety in holding an interview with Mr. Bumble with
closed doors. Mr. Bumble, taking advantage of the hesitation,
and being very cold himself, shut it without farther permission.
chial
" Hard,
Hard
weather
weather,
indeed,
this, ma'am.
ma'am,"
Mr. Bumble,"
We
replied
have
saidthe
given
thebeadle.
matron.
away, Mrs.
" Anti-poroCorney,
—we have given away a matter of twenty quartern loaves and a
cheese and a half, this very blessed afternoon ; and yet them
paupers
" Of course
are notnot.
contented."
When would they be, Mr. Bumble?" said
the"When,
matron, indeed,
sipping her
ma'am!"
tea. rejoined Mr. Bumble.

" Why,

here's one man that, in consideration of his wife and large
family, has a quartern loaf and a good pound of cheese, full
weight. Is he grateful, ma'am,—is he grateful ? Not a copper
farthing's worth of it! What does he do, ma'am, but ask for a
few coals, if it's only a pocket-handkerchief full, he says ! Coals !
—what would he do with coals?—Toast his cheese with'em,
and then come back for more. That's the way with these
people, ma'am ;—give 'em a apron'full of coals to•day, and they'll
come back for another the day after to-morrow, as brazen as
alabaster."
The matron expressed her entire concurrence in this intel
ligible
"I never,"
simile, and
said the
Mr. beadle
Bumble,
went
" see
on.any thing like the pitch it's
got to. The day afore yesterday, a man—you have been a
married woman, ma'am, and I may mention it to you—a man,
with hardly a rag upon his back ( here Mrs. Corney looked at the
floor) , goes to our overseer's door when he has got company
coming to dinner, and says he must be relieved, Mrs. Corney.
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As he wouldn't go away, and shocked the company very much
our overseer sent him out a pound of potatoes and half a pint of
oatmeal. ' My God,' says the ungrateful villain, ' what's the use
of this to me ? You might as well give me a pair of iron spec
tacles'—' Very good,' says our overseer, taking 'em away again,
' you won't get any thing else here.'—' Then I'll die in the
streets !' says the vagrant. — ' Oh no, you won't,' says our
overseer."
"Ha! ha! — that was very good! — so like Mr. Grannet,
wasn't
" Well,
it?"ma'am,"
interposed
rejoined
the matron.
the beadle,
"Well,
" he went
Mr. Bumble?"
away and did
die"inIt the
beats
streets.
any thing
There's
I could
a obstinate
have believed,"
pauper for observed
you !" the
matron emphatically. ' ' But don't you think out-of-door relief a
very bad thing any way, Mr. Bumble? You're a gentleman of
experience,
" Mrs. Corney,"
and ought
said
to know.
the beadle,
Come."
smiling as men smile who
are conscious of superior information, out-of-door relief, properlymanaged, —properly managed, ma'am, —is theporochial
safeguard. The great principle of out-of-door relief is to give the
paupers exactly what they don't want, and then they get tired of
coming."
" Dear me !" exclaimed Mrs. Corney. " Well, that is a good
one,
"Yes.
too!"Betwixt you and me, ma'am," returned Mr. Bumble,
" that's the great principle 5 and that's the reason why, if you look
at any cases that get into them owdacious newspapers, you'll
always observe that sick families have been relieved with slices of
cheese. That's the rule now, Mrs. Corney, all over the country.
—But, however," said the beadle, stooping to unpack his
bundle, " these are official secrets, ma'am ; not to be spokdh of
except, as I may say, among the porochial officers such as our
selves. This is the port wine, ma'am, that the board ordered
for the infirmary,—real fresh genuine port wine, only out of the
cask
Having
this afternoon,—clear
held the first bottleas up
a bell,
to the
andlight,
no sediment."
and shaken it well
to test its excellence, Mr. Bumble placed them both on the top
of a chest of drawers, folded the handkerchief in which they
had been wrapped, put it carefully in his pocket, and took up
collar,
hisThe
"hat
You'll
It blows
"matron
asenough
ifhave
toma'am,"
go.
looked
a to
very
cutcold
replied
from
one's
walk,
the
ears
Mr.little
Mr.
off."
Bumble,
Bumble,"
kettle turning
to the
said beadle
up
thehis
matron.
coatwho

was moving towards the door, and as the beadle coughed, pre
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paratory
—whether
Mr. Bumble
to he
bidding
wouldn't
instantaneously
her take
gooda night,
cupturned
of bashfully
tea?back inquired
his collarwhether
again,
laid his hat and stick upon a chair, and drew another chair up to
the table. As he slowly seated himself, he looked at the lady.
She fixed her eyes upon the little teapot. Mr. Bumble coughed
again,
Mrs.and
Corney
slightly
rosesmiled.
to get another cup and saucer from the
closet. As she sat down , her eyes once again encountered those
of the gallant beadle; she coloured, and applied herself to the
task of making his tea. Again Mr. Bumble coughed, — louder
this" time
Sweet?
thanMr.
he Bumble,"
had coughed
inquired
yet. the matron, taking up the
sugar-basin.
" Very sweet, indeed, ma'am," replied Mr. Bumble. He fixed
his eyes on Mrs. Corney as he said this ; and, if ever a beadle
looked
The tender,
tea wasMr.
made,
Bumble
and was
handed
that beadle
in silence.
at thatMr.
moment.
Bumble,
having spread a handkerchief over his knees to prevent the
crumbs from sullying the splendour of his shorts, began to eat
and drink ; varying these amusements occasionally by fetching a
deep sigh, which, however, had no injurious effect upon his
appetite, but on the contrary rather seemed to facilitate his
operations
" You have
in the
a cat,
tea and
ma'am,
toastI see,"
department.
said Mr. Bumble, glancing
at one, who in the centre of her family was basking before the
fire;
" I"am
andsokittens
fond oftoo,
them,
I declare!"
Mr. Bumble, you can't think," replied
the matron. "They're so happy, so frolicsome, and so cheerful,
that
" Very
they are
nicequite
animals,
companions
ma'am,"
for me."
replied Mr. Bumble appro
vingly;
" Oh, "yes!"
so very
rejoined
domestic."
the matron with enthusiasm , " so fond
of "their
Mrs.home
Corney,
too, ma'am,"
that it's said
quiteMr.
a pleasure,
Bumble slowly,
I'm sure."
and marking
the time with his teaspoon, " I mean to say this, ma'am, that
any cat or kitten that could live with you, ma'am, and not be
fond
" Oh,
of its
Mr.
home,
Bumble
must!" be
remonstrated
a ass, ma'am."
Mrs. Corney.
" It's no use disguising facts, ma'am," said Mr. Bumble,
slowly flourishing the teaspoon with a kind of amorous dignity
that made him doubly impressive ; " I would drown it myself
with
" Then
pleasure."
you're a cruel man," said the matron vivaciously, as
sbe held out her hand for the beadle's cup, "and a very hard
hearted man besides."
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" Hard-hearted, ma'am!" said Mr. Bumble, " hard!" Mr.
Bumble resigned his cup without another word, squeezed
handed
Mrs. Corney's
slaps upon
little his
linger
laced
as she
waistcoat
took it,gave
and ainflicting
mighty sigh,
two open
and
hitched
It washisa chair
rounda very
table little
; andmorsel
as Mrs.farther
Corney
from
andtheMr.
Ore.Bumble
had been sitting opposite each other, with no great space between
them, and fronting the fire, it will be seen that Mr. Bumble, in
receding from the fire, and still keeping at the table, increased
the distance between himself and Mrs. Corney \ which pro
ceeding some prudent readers will doubtless be disposed to
admire, and to consider an act of great heroism on Mr. Bumble's
part, he being in some sort tempted by time, place, and oppor
tunity to give utterance to certain soft nothings, which, however
well they may become the lips of the light and thoughtless, do
seem immeasurably beneath the dignity of judges of the land,
members of parliament, ministers of state, lord-mayors, and
other great public functionaries, but more particularly beneath
the stateliness and gravity of a beadle, who (as is well known)
should
Whatever
be the were
sternest
Mr.and
Bumble's
most inflexible
intentions,
among
however,—
them all.
and no
doubt they were of the best,—whatever they were, it unfortu
nately happened, as has been twice before remarked, that the
table was a round one ; consequently Mr. Bumble, moving his
chair by little and little, soon began to diminish the distance
between himself and the matron, and, continuing to travel round
the outer edge of the circle, brought his chair in time close to
that in which the matron was seated. Indeed, the two chairs
touched
Now, ; ifand
thewhen
matron
theyhad
did moved
so, Mr. her
Bumble
chairstopped.
to the right, she
would have been scorched by the fire, and if to the left she must
have fallen into Mr. Bumble's arms, so (being a discreet matron
and no doubt foreseeing these consequences at a glance) she
remained where she was, and handed Mr. Bumble another cup
of tea.
" Hard-hearted, Mrs. Corney?" said Mr. Bumble, stirring his
tea, and looking up into the matron's face; " are you hard
hearted,
" DearMrs.
me !"Corney?"
exclaimed the matron, " what a very curious
question from a single man. What can you want to know for,
Mr.The
Bumble?"
beadle drank his tea to the last drop, finished a piece of
toast, whisked the crumbs off his knees, wiped his lips, and deli
berately kissed the matron.
" Mr. Bumble," cried that discreet lady in a whisper, for the
fright was so great that she had quite lost her voice, " Mr. Bumble.
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I shall scream!" Mr. Bumble made no reply, but in a slow and
dignified
As the manner
lady hadputstated
his arm
her round
intention
the of
matron's
screaming,
waist.of course
she would have screamed at this additional boldness, but that the
exertion was rendered unnecessary by a hasty knocking at the
door, which was no sooner heard than Mr. Bumble darted with
much agility to the wine-bottles, and began dusting them with
great violence, while the matron sharply demanded who was
there. It is worthy of remark as a curious physical instance of
the efficacy of a sudden surprise in counteracting the effects of
extreme fear, that her voice had quite recovered all its official
asperity.
" If you please, mistress," said a withered old female pauper,
hideously ugly, putting her head in at the door, " Old Sally is
a-going
" Well,
fast."
what's that to me?" angrily demanded the matron.
" 1 can't keep her alive, can I?"
" No, no, mistress," replied the old woman, " nobody can ;
she's far beyond the reach of help. I've seen a many people die,
little babes and great strong men, and I know when death's
a-coming well enough. But she's troubled in her mind ; and
when the fits are not on her,—and that's not often, for she is
dying very hard,—she says she has got something to tell which
you
Atmust
this intelligence
hear. She'll
thenever
worthy
dieMrs.
quietCorney
till youmuttered
come, mistress."
a variety
of invectives against old women who couldn't even die without
purposely annoying their betters ; and, muffling herself in a
thick shawl which she hastily caught up, briefly requested Mr.
Bumble to stop till she came back lest any thing particular
should occur, and bidding the messenger walk fast, and not be
all night hobbling up the stairs, followed her from the room with
a very
Mr. Bumble's
ill grace, scolding
conduct on
all being
the way.
left to himself, was rather in
explicable. He opened the closet, counted the tea-spoons,
weighed the sugar-tongs, closely inspected a silver milk-pot to
ascertain that it was of the genuine metal ; and, having satisfied
wise,
his curiosity
and danced
upon with
thesemuch
points,
gravity
put onfour
hisdistinct
cocked-hat
timescornerround
the table. Having gone through this very extraordinary per
formance, he took off the cocked-hat again, and, spreading him
self before the fire with his back towards it, seemed to be
mentally engaged in taking an exact inventory of the furniture.
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CHAPTER XXIV.

TREATS OF A TEBY POOR SUBJECT, BUT IS A SHORT ONE, AND MAV BE FOUND

It was no unfit OF
messenger
IMPORTANCE of
IN THIS
deathHISTORY.
that had disturbed the
quiet of the matron's room. Her body was bent by age, her
limbs trembled with palsy, and her face, distorted into a mum
bling leer, resembled more the grotesque shaping of some wild
pencil than the work of Nature's hand.
Alas! bow few of Nature's faces there are to gladden us
with their beauty ! The cares, and sorrows, and hungerings of
the world change them as they change hearts, and it is only
when those passions sleep, and have lost their hold for ever, that
the troubled clouds pass off, and leave heaven's surface clear. It
is a common thing for the countenances of the dead, even in
that fixed and rigid state, to subside into the long-forgotten
expression of sleeping infancy, and settle into the very look of
early life; so calm, so peaceful do they grow again, that those
who knew them in their happy childhood kneel by the coffin's
side
The
in old
awe,crone
and see
tottered
the angel
alongeven
the upon
passages
earth.
and up the stairs,
muttering some indistinct answers to the chidings of her com
panion; and, being at length compelled to pause for breath,
gave the light into her hand, and remained behind to follow as
she might, while the more nimble superior made her way to the
room
It was
where
a bare
the sick
garret-room
woman lay.
with a dim light burning at the
farther end. There was another old woman watching by the
bed, and the parish apothecary's apprentice was standing by the
fire,
" Cold
making
night,
a toothpick
Mrs. Corney,"
out of asaid
quill.
this young gentleman as the
matron entered.
"Very cold indeed, sir," replied the mistress in her most civil
tones,
" You
andshould
dropping
get better
a curtsey
coals
as out
she spoke.
of your contractors," said
the apothecary's deputy, breaking a lump on the top of the fire
with the rusty poker; " these are not at all the sort of thing for
a cold
"They're
night."the board's choosing, sir," returned the matron.
" The least they could do would be to keep us pretty warm, for
ourThe
places
conversation
are hard enough."
was here interrupted by a moan from the
sick woman.
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" Oh !" said the young man, turning his face towards the bed*
as if he had previously quite forgotten the patient, " it's all U.P.
there,
""It
If is,
she
Mrs.
islasts
it,Corney."
sir
a couple
?" askedofthe
hours,
matron.
I shall be surprised," said the

apothecary's apprentice, intent upon the toothpick's point. " It's
a break-up
The attendant
of the stooped
system over
altogether.
the bed Is
to she
ascertain,
dozing,and
old lady
nodded
?"
in "the
Then
affirmative.
perhaps she'll go off in that way, if you don't make a
row," said the young man. "Put the light on the floor, —she
won't
Thesee
attendant
it there."
did as she was bidden, shaking her head mean
while todone
having
intimate
so, resumed
that theher
woman
seat by
would
the side
not die
of the
so other
easily nurse,
; and,
who had by this time returned. The mistress, with an expres
sion of impatience, wrapped herself in her shawl and sat at
theThe
footapothecary's
of the bed. apprentice, having completed the manu
facture of the toothpick, planted himself in front of the fire and
made good use of it for ten minutes or so, when apparently
growing rather dull he wished Mrs. Corney joy of her job, and
took
When
himself
theyoff
hadonsattiptoe.
in silence for some time the two old wo
men rose from the bed, and, crouching over the fire held out
their withered hands to catch the heat. The flame threw a
ghastly light on their shrivelled faces, and made their ugliness
appear perfectly terrible, as in this position they began to con
verse in a low voice.
"Did she say any more, Anny dear, while I was gone?" in
quired
"Notthe
a word,"
messenger.
replied the other. "She plucked and tore at
her arms for a little time ; but I held her hands, and she soon
dropped off. She hasn't much strength in her, so I easily kept
her quiet. I ain't so weak for an old woman, although I am on
parish
" Didallowance
she drink;—no,
the hotno."
wine the doctor said she was to have?"
demanded
" I tried the
to get
first.
it down," rejoined the other; " but her teeth
were tight set, and she clenched the mug so hard that it was as
much as I could do to get it back again. So / drank it, and it did
meLooking
good." cautiously round to ascertain that they were not
overheard, the two hags cowered nearer to the fire, and
chuckled heartily.
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" I mind the time," said the first speaker, " when she would
have
" Ay,
done
that
theshe
same,
would,"
and made
rejoined
rarethe
funother
of it •,afterwards."
"she had a merry
heart. A many many beautiful corpses she laid out, as nice and
neat as wax-work. My old eyes have seen them—ay, and these
old hands touched them too ; for I have helped her scores of
times."
Streching forth her trembling fingers as she spoke, the old
creature shook them exultingly before her face and fumbling in
her pocket brought out an old time-discoloured tin snuff-box,
from which she shook a few grains into the outstretched palm of
her companion, and a few more into her own. While they were
thus employed, the matron, who had been impatiently watch
ing until the dying woman should awaken from her stupor,
joined them by the tire, and sharply asked how long she was to
wait.
"Not long, mistress," replied the second woman, looking up
into her face. " We have none of us long to wait for Death.
Patience,
"Hold patience
your tongue,
! he'll be
you
here
doting
soon idiot!"
enough said
for usthe
all."matron,
sternly. " You, Martha, tell me ; has she been in this way be
fore?"
"Often,"
" But will answered
never be again,"
the firstadded
woman.
the second one; " that is,
she'll never wake again but once—and mind, mistress, that
won't be for long."
"Long or short," said the matron, snappishly, "she won't
find me here when she does, and take care, both of you, how
you worry me again for nothing. It's no part of my duty to see
all the old women in the house die, and I won't—that's more.
Mind that, you impudent old harridans. If you make a fool of
meShe
again,
wasI'll
bouncing
soon cureaway,
you, when
I warrant
a cry
youfrom
!" the two women,
who had turned towards the bed, caused her to look round. The
sick woman had raised herself upright, and was stretching her
arms
"Who's
towards
that?"
them.she cried, in a hollow voice.
"Hush, hush!" said one of the women, stooping over her —
"lie
" I'll
down,
neverlieliedown!
down"again alive !" said the woman, struggling.
"I will tell her ! Come here—nearer. Let me whisper in your
ear."
She clutched the matron by the arm, and forcing her into a
chair by the bedside was about to speak, when, looking round,
she caught sight of the two old women bending forward in the
attitude of eager listeners.

154

OLIVER TWIST!

" Turn them away," said the woman, drowsily ; " make haste
—make
The two
haste
old! "crones, chiming in together, began pouring out
many piteous lamentations that the poor dear was too far gone
to know her best friends, and uttering sundry protestations that
they would never leave her, when the superior pushed them
from the room, closed the door, and returned to the bedside.
On being excluded, the old ladies changed their tone, and cried
through the keyhole that old Sally was drunk ; which, indeed,
was not unlikely, since, in addition to a moderate dose of opium
prescribed by the apothecary, she was labouring under the
effects of a final taste of gin and water which had been privily
administered in the openness of their hearts by the worthy old
ladies
" Now
themselves.
listen to me," said the dying woman, aloud, as if
making a great effort to revive one latent spark of energy. " In
this very room—in this very bed—I once nursed a pretty young
creetur', that was brought into the house with her feet cut and
bruised with walking, and all soiled with dust and blood. She
gave birth to a boy, and died. Let me think—what was the year
again?"
" Never mind the year," said the impatient auditor; " what
about
" Ay,"
her?"
murmured the sick woman, relapsing into her former
drowsy state, " what about her?—what about—I know!" she
cried, jumping fiercely up : her face flushed, and her eyes start
—I
ing" tell
from
Stole
you
what,
hershe
head—"
wasn't
for God's
cold
I robbed
sake?"
whenher,
cried
I stole
so
theIitmatron,
did
!" ! She
with
wasn't
a gesture
cold

as if she would call for help.
"//."' replied the woman, laying her hand over the other's
mouth—" the only thing she had. She wanted clothes to keep
her warm, and food to eat ; but she had kept it safe, and had it
in her bosom. It was gold, I tell you !—rich gold, that might
have saved her life!"
" Gold !" echoed the matron, bending eagerly over the woman
as she fell back. "Go on, go on—yes—what of it? Who was
the" mother?—when
She charged mewas
to keep
it?" it safe," replied the woman, with
a groan, " and trusted me as the only woman about her. I stole
it in my heart when she first showed it me hanging round her
neck; and the child's death, perhaps, is on me besides ! They
would have treated him better if they had known it all !"
" Known
The boywhat?"
grew soasked
like his
themother,"
other. said
" Speak
the woman,
!"
rambling
on and not heeding the question, " that I could never forget it
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when I saw his face. Poor girl ! poor girl !—she was so young,
too !—such a gentle lamb !—Wait ; there's more to tell. I have
not" told
No, you
no,"all,replied
have I ?"
the matron, inclining her head to catch
the words as they came more faintly from the dying woman.—
" Be
" The
quick,
mother,"
or it may
saidbethe
toowoman,
late !" making a more violent effort
than before—" the mother, when the pains of death lirst came
upon her, whispered in my ear that if her baby was born alive,
and thrived, the day might come when it would not feel so much
disgraced to hear its poor young mother named. ' And oh, my
God!' she said, folding her thin hands together, ' whether it be
boy or girl, raise up some friends for it in this troubled world,
and take pity upon a lonely, desolate child, abandoned to its
mercy!'"
" The
Theyboy's
called
name?"
him Oliver,"
demanded
replied
the the
matron.
woman, feebly. "The
gold I stole was—"
" Yes, yes—what?" cried the other.
She was bending eagerly over the woman to hear her reply,
but drew back instinctively as she once again rose slowly and
stiffly into a sitting posture, and, clutching the coverlet with both
hands,
lifeless on
muttered
the bed.some indistinct sounds in her throat, and fell
******
" Stone dead!" said one of the old women, hurrying in as soon
as "theAnd
door
nothing
was opened.
to tell, after all," rejoined the matron, walking
carelessly
The twoaway.
crones were to all appearance too busily occupied in
were
theWhile
preparations
leftWHEREIN
alone
thesehovering
THIS
things
forHISTORY
their
CHAPTER
were
about
dreadful
REVERTS
passing
theTObody.
duties
XXV.
MR.
in the
FAG1N
to country
make
AND COMPANY.
anyworkhouse,
reply, and

Mr. Fagin sat in the old den—the same from which Oliver had
been removed by the girl—brooding over a dull smoky fire.
He held a pair of bellows upon his knee, with which he had
apparently been endeavouring to rouse it into more cheerful
action ; but he had fallen into deep thought, and with his arms
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folded upon them, and his chin resting on his thumbs, fixed his
eyes
At abstractedly
a table behind
on him
the rusty
sat the
bars.
Artful Dodger, Master Charles
Bates, and Mr. Chitling, all intent upon a game of whist ; the
Artful taking dummy againsl Master Bates and Mr. Chitling.
The countenance of the first-named gentleman, peculiarly
intelligent at all times, acquired great additional interest from
his close observance of the game and his attentive perusal of
Mr. Chitling's hand, upon which, from time to time, as occasion
served, he bestowed a variety of earnest glances, wisely regu
lating his own play by the result of his observations upon his
neighbour's cards. It being a cold night, the Dodger wore his
hat, as, indeed, was often his custom within doors. He also
sustained a clay pipe between his teeth, which he only removed
for a brief space when he deemed it necessary to apply for re
freshment to a quart-pot upon the table, which stood ready
filled with gin and water for the accommodation of the
company.
Master Bates was also attentive to the play ; but being of a
more excitable nature than his accomplished friend, it was
observable that he more frequently applied himself to the gin
and water, and moreover indulged in many jests and irrelevant
remarks all highly unbecoming a scientific rubber. Indeed,
the Artful, presuming upon their close attachment, more than
once took occasion to reason gravely with his companion upon
these improprieties : all of which remonstrances Master Bates
took in extremely good part, merely requestinghis friend to be
" blowed," or to insert his head in a sack, or replying with
some other neatly-turned witticism of a similar kind, the happy
application of which excited considerable admiration in the mind
of Mr. Chitling. It was remarkable that the latter gentleman
and his partner invariably lost, and that the circumstance, so
far from angering Master Bates, appeared to afford him the
highest amusement, inasmuch as he laughed most uproariously
at the end of every deal and protested that he had never seen
such
" That's
a jolly two
gamedoubles
in all his
andborn
the days.
rub," said Mr. Chitling, with a
very long face, as he drew half-a-crown from his waistcoatpocket.
thing. Even
" I never
when see
we've
such
good
a feller
cards,
as you,
Charley
Jackand
; you
I can't
win every
make
nothing
Eitherofthe
'em."
matter or manner of this remark, which was made
very ruefully, delighted Charley Bates so much, that his conse
quent shout of laughter roused the Jew from his reverie, and
induced
" Matter,
him Fagin
to inquire
! " cried
whatCharley.
was the matter.
" I wish you had watched
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the play. Tommy Chitling hasn't won a point, and I went
partners
" Ay, with
ay?" him
said against
the Jew,thewith
Artful
a grin,
and dum."
which sufficiently de
monstrated that he was at no loss to understand the reason.
"
ling;
Try
" No
"'em
I've
more
again,
had
of itenough.
Tom
for me,
; trythankee,
That
'em again."
'ereFagin,"
Dodger has
replied
suchMr.
a run
Chitof

luck that there's no standing again' him."
" Ha! ha! my dear," replied the Jew, " you must get up
very
" Morning
early in the
! " said
morning
Charley
to win
Bates
against
; " you
themust
Dodger."
put your boots
glass
onMr.
over
between
Dawkins
night, your
and
received
shoulders,
have a these
telescope
if you
handsome
want
at each
to compliments
come
eye and
overa him."
operawith

much philosophy, and offered to cut any gentleman in company
for the first picture-card, at a shilling a time. Nobody accepting
the challenge, and his pipe being by this time smoked out, he
proceeded to amuse himself by sketching a ground.plan of New
gate on the table with the piece of chalk which had served him
in lieu
" How
of counters
precious ; dull
whistling
you are,
meantime
Tommy!"
with peculiar
said theshrillness.
Dodger,
stopping short when there had been a long silence, and ad
dressing Mr. Chitling. " What do you think he's thinking of,
Fagin?"
" How should I know, my dear?" replied the Jew, looking
round as he plied the bellows. " About his losses, maybe—or
the little retirement in the country that he's just left, eh?—Ha!
ha!" Not
Is that
a bitit,ofmy
it,"dear?"
replied the Dodger, stopping the subject of
discourse as Mr. Chitling was about to reply. " What do you
say, Charley?"
" /should say," replied Master Bates with a grin, " that he
was uncommon sweet upon Betsy. See how he's a-blushing !
Oh, my eye! here's a merry.go•rounder ! — Tommy Chitling's
in Thoroughly
love!— Oh, Fagin,Fagin!
overpowered what
with athe
spree!
notion
" of Mr. Chitling
being the victim of the tender passion, Master Bates threw him
self back in his chair with such violence that he lost his balance,
and pitched over upon the floor, where (the accident abating
nothing of his merriment) he lay at full length till his laugh was
over, when he resumed his former position and began another.
" Never mind him, my dear," said the Jew, winking at Mr.
Dawkins, and giving Master Bates a reproving tap with the
nozzle of the bellows. " Betsy's a fine girl. Stick up to her,
Tom : stick up to her."
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" What I mean to say, Fagin," replied Mr. Chitling, very red
in "the
Noface,
more
" is,
it is,"
thatreplied
that is'nt
the any
Jew,thing
" Charley
to any will
bodytalk.
here."
Don't
mind him, my dear ; don't mind him. Betsy's a fine girl. Do as
she"So
bids Iyou,
do Tom,
do as and
she you'll
bids me,"
make replied
your fortune."
Mr. Chitling; "I
shouldn't have been milled if it hadn't been for her advice. But
it turned out a good job for you, didn't it, Fagin? And what's
six weeks of it? It must come some time or another,—and why
not in the winter time when you don't want to go out a-walking
so much; eh, Fagin?"
" You
Ah, to
wouldn't
be sure,mind
my dear,"
it again,
replied
Tom,the
would
Jew. you," asked the
Dodger, winking upon Charley and the Jew, " if Bet was all
right?"
" I mean to say that I shouldn't," replied Tom angrily;
" there, now ! Ah! Who'll say as much as that, I should like to
know;
" Nobody,
eh, Fagin?"
my dear," replied the Jew ; " not a soul, Tom. I
don't know one of 'em that would do it besides you ; not one of
'em,
" Imy
might
dear."
have got clear off if I'd split upon her; mighn't I,
Fagin?" angrily pursued the poor half-witted dupe. " A word
from
"To
"But
mebe
I would
didn't
sure itblab
have
would,
it,done
didmy
I,
it;Fagin?
dear,"
wouldn't
replied
" demanded
it, Fagin?"
the Jew.
Tom, pouring

question
" No, no,
upon
to question
be sure," with
replied
great
thevolubility.
Jew ; " you were too stout
hearted
" Perhaps
for that,—a
I was,"deal
rejoined
too stout,
Tom,mylooking
dear."round ; " and if I
was,
Thewhat's
Jew, toperceiving
laugh at inthat
that Mr.
; eh , Chitling
Fagin ? " was considerably
roused, hastened to assure him that nobody was laughing, and,
to prove the gravity of the company, appealed to Master Bates,
the principal offender; but unfortunately Charley, in opening
his mouth to reply that he was never more serious in his life,
was unable to prevent the escape of such a violent roar that the
abused Mr. Chitling without any preliminary ceremonies rushed
across the room, and aimed a blow at the offender, who, being
skilful in evading pursuit, ducked to avoid it, and chose his time
so well that it lighted on the chest of the merry old gentleman,
and caused him to stagger to the wall, where he stood panting
for"breath
Hark !while
" cried
Mr.the
Chitling
Dodgerlooked
at this
onmoment,
in intense"dismay.
I heard the
tinkler."
The bellCatching
rang again
up the
with
light,
some
he crept
impatience
softly up
while
stairs.
the party '
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were in darkness. After a short pause, the Dodger reappeared,
and
The
" What
whispered
Dodger
! " cried
nodded
Fagin
themysteriously.
in
Jew,
the "affirmative,
alone? " and, shading the flame
of the candle with his hand, gave Charley Bates a private inti
mation in dumb show that he had better not be funny just then.
Having performed this friendly office, he fixed his eyes on the
Jew's
Theface
old and
manawaited
bit his yellow
his directions.
fingers, and meditated for some
seconds; his face working with agitation the while, as if he
dreaded something, and feared to know the worst. At length
heThe
"raised
Where
Dodger
hisishead.
he?"
pointed
he asked.
to the floor above, and made a gesture
as "if Yes,"
to leave
saidthethe
room.
Jew, answering the mute inquiry; " bring
him down. Hush!—Quiet, Charley!—gently, Tom! Scarce,
scarce
This! brief
"
direction to Charley Bates and his recent antago
nist to retire, was softly and immediately obeyed. There was no
sound of their whereabout when the Dodger descended the
stairs bearing the light in his hand, and followed by a man in a
coarse smock-frock, who, after casting a hurried glance round
the room, pulled off a large wrapper which had concealed the
lower portion of his face, and disclosed—all haggard, unwashed,
and unshaven, the features of flash Toby Crackit.
" How are you, Fagey?" said the worthy, nodding to the
Jew. " Pop that shawl away in my castor, Dodger, so that I
may know where to find it when I cut ; that's the time of day !
You'll
Withbethese
a finewords
younghecracksman
pulled up the
afore
smock-frock,
the old fileand,
now."
winding
it round his middle, drew a chair to the fire, and placed his feet
upon
" See
thethere,
hob. Fagey," he said, pointing disconsolately to his
in
when
top-boots
that; way,
not; a"man.
bubble
not a All
of
drop
blacking,
in good
of Day
time
byand
; I Martin
can't
! buttalk
don't
since
about
look
you
business
at
know
me
till I've eat and drank, so produce the sustainance, and let's
have
Thea Jew
quietmotioned
fill-out for
to the
the first
Dodger
timetothese
placethree
whatdays
eatables
! " there
were upon the table : and, seating himself opposite the house
breaker,
To judge
waited
from his
appearances,
leisure. Toby was by no means in a hurry
to open the conversation. At first the Jew contented himself
with patiently watching his countenance, as if to gain from its
expression some clue to the intelligence he brought ; but in vain.
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He looked tired and worn, but there was the same complacent
repose upon his features that they always wore, and through
dirt, and beard, and whisker, there still shone unimpaired the
self-satisfied smirk of flash Toby Crackit. Then the Jew in an
agony of impatience watched every morsel he put into his mouth,
pacing up and down the room meanwhile in irrepressible ex
citement. It was all of no use. Toby continued to eat with the
utmost outward indifference until he could eat no more ; and
then ordering the Dodger out, closed the door, mixed a glass of
spirits
Mr.
" First
Yes,
Crackit
andyes
and
water,
! stopped
foremost,
" interposed
and composed
to Fagey,"
take
thea draught
Jew,
himself
saiddrawing
Toby.
of
forspirits
talking.
up his
andchair.
water, and

to declare that the gin was excellent; and then placing his feet
against the low mantelpiece, so as to bring his boots to about
the level of his eye quietly resumed.
" First and foremost, Fagey," said the housebreaker, " how's
Bill?"
pale.
" What!
Mean!"
Why, you
" screamed
cried
don't
themean
Jew,
the Jew,
tostamping
say
startingfuriously
"from
began
hison
Toby,
seat.
the ground.
turning

" Where are they ?—Sikes and the boy—where are they ?—where
have they been?—where are they hiding?—why have they not
been
" IThe
here?"
know
crack
it,"failed,"
repliedsaid
the Toby,
Jew, tearing
faintly.a newspaper from his
pocket, and pointing to it. " What more?"
" They fired and hit the boy. We cut over the fields at the
back with him between us—straight as the crow flies—through
hedge and ditch. They gave chase. D—me ! the whole country
was awake, and the dogs upon us."
" The boy ! " gasped the Jew.
" Bill had him on his back, and scudded like the wind. We
stopped to take him again between us ; his head hung down, and
he was cold. They were close upon our heels : every man for
himself, and each from the gallows. We parted company, and
left the youngster lying in a ditch. Alive or dead, that's all I
know of him."
The Jew stopped to hear no more ; but uttering a loud yell,
and twining his hands in his hair, rushed from the room and
from the house.
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CHAPTER XXVI.

IN WHICH A MYSTERIOUS CHARACTER APPEARS UPON THE SCENE, AND MANY THINGS

The old
INSEPARARLE
man hadFROM
gained
THIS HISTORY
the street
ARE DONE
corner
AND before
PERFORMED.
he began to

recover the effect of Toby Crackit's intelligence. He had re
laxed nothing of his unusual speed, but was still pressing onward
in the same wild and disordered manner, when the sudden
dashing past of a carriage, and a boisterous cry from the footpassengers who saw his danger, drove him back upon the pave
ment. Avoiding as much as possible all the main streets, and
skulking only through the byways and alleys, he at length
emerged on Snow Hill. Here he walked even faster than be
fore ; nor did he linger until he had again turned into a court,
when, as if conscious that he was now in his proper element,
he fell into his usual shuffling pace and seemed to breathe more
freely.
Near to the spot on which Snow Hill and Holborn Hill meet,
there opens, upon the right hand as you come out of the city, a
narrow and dismal alley leading to Saffron Hill. In its filthy
shops are exposed for sale huge bunches of second-hand silk
handkerchiefsof all sizes and patterns—for here reside the traders
who purchase them from pickpockets. Hundreds of these hand
kerchiefs hang dangling from pegs outside the windows, or
flaunting from the door-posts ; and the shelves within are piled
with them. Confined as the limits of Field Lane are, it has its
barber, its coffee-shop, its beer-shop, and its fried-fish ware
house. It is a commercial colony of itself, the emporium of
petty larceny, visited at early morning and setting-in of dusk by
silent merchants, who traffic in dark back-parlours, and go as
strangely as they come. Here the clothesman, the shoe-vamper,
and the rag-merchant display their goods as sign-boards to the
petty thief; and stores of old iron and bones, and heaps of mil
dewy fragments of woolen-stuff and linen , rust and rot in the
grimy
It was
cellars.
into this place that the Tew turned. He was well-known
to the sallow denizens of the lane, for such of them as were on
the look-out to buy or sell, nodded familiarly as he passed along.
He replied to their salutations in the same way, but bestowed
no closer recognition until he reached the further end of the
alley, when he stopped to address a salesman of small stature,
who had squeezed as much of his person into a child's chair as
11
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the chair would hold, and was smoking a pipe at his warehousedoor.
"Why, the sight of you, Mr. Fagin, would cure the hoptaliny ! " said this respectable trader, in acknowledgment of the
gin,
Jew's
" The
elevating
inquiry
neighbourhood
after
his eyebrows,
his health.
was and
a little
crossing
too hot,
his Lively,"
hands upon
said Fahis

shoulders.
" Well ! I've heerd that complaint of it once or twice before,"
replied the trader ; " but it soon cools down again ; don't you
find
Fagin
it so?"
nodded in the affirmative, and, pointing in the direction
of Saffron Hill, inquired whether any one was up yonder to
night.
The
"At
"Letthe
Jew
meCripples?"
nodded.
see," pursued
inquired
thethemerchant,
man.
reflecting. "Yes;

there's some half-dozen of 'em gone in that I knows. I don't
think
"Sikes
yourisfriend's
not, I suppose?"
there.
inquired the Jew, with a disap
pointed countenance.
"JYon istwentus, as the lawyers say," replied the little man,
shaking his head, and looking amazingly sly. "Have you got
any"Nothing
thing in to-night,"
my line to-night?"
said the Jew, turning away.
"Are you going up to the Cripples, Fagin?" cried the little
man, calling after him. "Stop ! I don't mind if I have a drop
there
Butwith
as theyou
Jew,
! " looking back, waved his hand to intimate that
he preferred being alone ; and, moreover, as the little man could
not very easily disengage himself from the chair, the sign of the
Cripples was, for a time, bereft of the advantage of Mr. Lively's
presence. By the time he had got upon his legs the Jew had
disappeared ; so Mr. Lively, after ineffectually standing on tip
toe, in the hope of catching sight of him, again forced himself
into the little chair, and, exchanging a shake of the head with a
lady in the opposite shop, in which doubt and mistrust were
plainly
The mingled,
Three Cripples,
resumedorhisrather
pipe with
the Cripples,
a grave demeanour.
which was the
sign by which the establishment was familiarly known to its pa
trons, was the same public-house in which Mr. Sikes and his
dog have already figured. Merely making a sign to a man in
the bar, Fagin walked straight up stairs, and opening the door
of a room, and softly insinuating himself into the chamber,
looked anxiously about, shading his eyes with his hand as if in
search of some particular person.
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The room was illuminated by two gas-lights, the glare of
which was prevented by the barred shutters and closely-drawn
curtains of faded red, from being visible outside. The ceiling
was blackened to prevent its colour being injured by the flaring
of the lamps ; and the place was so full of dense tobacco-smoke,
that at first it was scarcely possible to discern anything further.
By degrees, however, as some of it cleared away through the
open door, an assemblage of heads, as confused as the noises
that greeted the ear, might be made out ; and as the eye grew
more accustomed to the scene, the spectator gradually became
aware of the presence of a numerous company, male and female,
crowded round a long table, at the upper end of which sat a
chairman with a hammer of office in his hand, while a profes
sional gentleman, with a bluish nose and his face tied up for the
benefit of a toothache presided at a jingling piano in a remote
corner.
As Fagin stepped softly in, the professional gentleman, run
ning over the keys by way of prelude, occasioned a general cry
of order for a song; which having subsided, a young lady
proceeded to entertain the company with a ballad in four verses,
between each of which the accompanyist played the melody all
through as loud as he could. When this was over, the chair
man gave a sentiment ; after which the professional gentlemen
on the chairman's right and left volunteered a duet, and sang it
with
It was
greatcurious
applause.
to observe some faces which stood out promi
nently from among the group. There was the chairman him
self, the landlord of the house: a coarse, rough, heavy-built
fellow, who, while the songs were proceeding, rolled his eyes
hither and thither, and seeming to give himself up to joviality
thing
had anthat
eye was
for every
said—and
thing sharp
that was
ones,
done,too.
and Near
an earhim
for every
were
the singers, receiving with professional indifference the compli
ments of the company, and applying themselves in turn to a
dozen proffered glasses of spirits and water tendered by their
more boisterous admirers, whose countenances, expressive of
almost every vice in almost every grade, irresistibly attracted the
attention by their very repulsiveness. Cunning, ferocity, and
drunkenness in all its stages were there in their strongest aspects;
and women—some with the last lingering tinge of their early
freshness almost fading as you looked, and others with every
mark and stamp of their sex utterly beaten out, and presenting
but one loathsome blank of profligacy and crime—some mere
girls, others but young women, and none past the prime of life
—formed
Fagin, the
troubled
darkestbyand
no saddest
grave emotions,
portion oflooked
this dreary
eagerly
picture.
from
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face to face while these proceedings were in progress, but appa
rently without meeting that of which he was in search. Suc
ceeding at length in catching the eye of the man who occupied
the chair, he beckoned to him slightly, and left the room as quiet
ly as he had entered it.
"What can I do for you, Mr. Fagin?" inquired the man, as
he followed him out to the landing. "Won't you join us?
They
The'll Jew
be delighted,
shook hisevery
head one
impatiently,
of 'em." and said in a whisper,
"Is
" And
No,"
None,"
he here!"
no
replied
news
replied
the
of the
man.
Barney?"
landlord
inquired
of the Cripples,
Fagin. for it was he.

" He won't stir till it's all safe. Depend on it that they're on the
scent down there, and that if he moved he'd blow upon the
thing at once. He's all right enough, Barney is, else I should
have heard of him. I'll pound it that Barney's managing pro
perly.
" WillLet
hehim
be here
aloneto-night?"
for that." asked the Jew, laying the same
emphasis
" Monks,
Certain,"
Hush on
!" do
said
the
replied
you
pronoun
themean
Jew.
the ?"
as
man,
"inquired
before.
YesV'
drawing
the alandlord,
gold watch
hesitating.
from his

fob ; "I expected him here before now. If you'll wait ten
minutes, he'll be—"
" No, no," said the Jew hastily, as though, however desirous
he might be to see the person in question, he was nevertheless
relieved by his absence. " Tell him I came here to see him, and
that ho must come to me to-night ; no, say to-morrow. As he
is not here, to-morrow will be time enough."
" Good !" said the man. " Nothing more?"
" INot
say,"
a word
said the
now,"
other,
saidlooking
the Jew,over
descending
the rails,the
andstairs.
speaking
in a hoarse whisper ; " what a time this would be for a sell !
I've" got
AhaPhil
! But
Barker
it's not
here,
Philso Barker's
drunk that
time,"
a boy
said
might
the Jew,
take him."
look
ing up. " Phil has something more to do before we can afford
to part with him ; so go back to the company, my dear, and
tellThe
them
landlord
to lead reciprocated
merry lives—while
the old they
man'slast.
laugh,
Ha and
! hareturned
! ha !"
to his guests. The Jew was no sooner alone than his counte
nance resumed its former expression of anxiety and thought.
After a brief reflection, he called a hack-cabriolet, and bade the
man drive towards Bethnal Green. He dismissed him within
some quarter of a mile of Mr. Sikes's residence, and performed
the short remainder of the distance on foot.
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" Now," muttered the Jew, as he knocked at the door, " if
there is any deep play here, I shall have it out of you, my girl,
cunning
She wasas inyou
herare."
room, the woman said ; so Fagin crept softly
up stairs, and entered it without any previous ceremony. The
girl was alone, lying with her head upon the table, and her hair
straggling over it.
" She has been drinking," thought the Jew coolly, " or perhaps
sheThe
is only
old man
miserable."
turned to close the door as he made this reflec
tion, and the noise thus occasioned roused the girl. She eyed
his crafty face narrowly, as she inquired whether there was any
news, and listened to his recital of Toby Crackit's story. When
it was concluded, she sunk into her former attitude, but spoke
not a word. She pushed the candle impatiently away, and once
or twice as she feverishly changed her position, shuffled her feet
upon
During
the ground
this silence,
; but the
this Jew
was looked
all.
restlessly about the room
as if to assure himself that there were no appearances of Sikes
having covertly returned. Apparently satisfied with his inspec
tion, lie coughed twice or thrice, and made as many efforts to
open a conversation ; but the girl heeded him no more than if he
had been made of stone. At length he made another attempt,
and, rubbing his hands together said, in his most conciliatory
tone,
" And where should you think Bill was now, my dear—eh?"
The girl moaned out some scarcely intelligible reply that she
could not tell, and seemed, from the half-smothered noise that
escaped
" Andher,
the to
boy,
be too,"
crying.
said the Jew, straining his eyes to catch
a glimpse of her face. " Poor leetle child! —left in a ditch,
Nance;
" Theonly
child,"
think!"
said the girl, suddenly looking up, "is better
where he is, than among us : and, if no harm comes to Bill from
it, I hope he lies dead in the ditch, and that his young bones may
rot"there."
What
Ay, I do,"
!" cried
returned
the Jew,
the in
girl,
amazement.
meeting his gaze. " I shall be
glad to have him away from my eyes, and to know that the worst
is over. I can't bear to have him about me. The sight of him
turns me against myself and all of you." *
" Pooh !" said the Jew, scornfully. " You're drunk, girl."
" Am I?" cried the girl bitterly. " It's no fault of yours if I
am not ! you'd never have me any thing else if you had your will,
except
" Nonow
!" rejoined
;—the humour
the Jew doesn't
furiously.
suit you,
" It doesn't
does not."
it?"
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"Change
" Change it,
it!"
then
exclaimed
!" responded
the the
Jew,girlexasperated
with a laugh.beyond all
bounds by his companion's unexpected obstinacy and the vexa
tion of the night, " I will change it ! Listen to me, you drab !
listen to me, who with six words can strangle Sikes as surely as
if I had his bull's throat between my fingers now. If he comes
back, and leaves that boy behind him,—if he gets off free, and,
dead or alive, fails to restore him to me, murder him yourself if
you would have him escape Jack Ketch, and do it the moment
he "sets
What
footisin
itall!"
this
this?"
pursued
room,
cried
Fagin,
or,the
mind
girl
mad
me,
involuntarily.
with
it will
rage.be "too
This
late: When
!"

the boy's worth hundreds of pounds to me, am I to lose what
chance threw me in the way of getting safely, through the whims
of a drunken gang that I could whistle away the lives of,—and
me bound, too, to a born devil that only wants the will, and has
got the power to, to
"
Panting for breath, the old man stammered for a word, and
in that one instant, checked the torrent of his wrath, and changed
his whole demeanour. A moment before, his clenched hands
grasped the air, his eyes had dilated, and his face grown livid
with passion ; but now he shrunk into a chair, and, cowering
together, trembled with the apprehension of having himself
disclosed some hidden villany. After a short silence, he ven
tured to look round at his companion, and appeared somewhat
reassured on beholding her in the same listless attitude from
which he had first roused her.
" Nancy, dear !" croaked the Jew in his usual voice. " Did
you" mind
Don'tme,
worry
dear?"
me now, Fagin !" replied the girl, raising her
head languidly. " If Bill has not done it this time, he will
another. He has done many a good job for you, and will do
many more when he can ; and when he can't, he won't, so no
more
" Regarding
about that."
this boy, my dear?" said the Jew, rubbing the
palms of his hands nervously together.
" The boy must take his chance with the rest," interrupted
Nancy hastily ; " and I say again, I hope he is dead, and out of
harm's way and out of yours,—that is, if Bill comes to no harm,
and, if Toby got clear off, he's pretty sure to for he's worth two
of him any time."
" And about what I was saying, my dear?" observed the Jew,
keeping
" You his
must
glistening
say it alleye
over
steadily
again upon
if it'sher.
any thing you want me
to do," rejoined Nancy : " and if it is, you had belter wait till
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to-morrow. You put me up for a minute, but now I'm stupid
again."
Fagin put several other questions, all with the same drift of
ascertaining whether the girl had profited by his unguarded
hints ; but she answered them so readily, and was withal so
utterly unmoved by his searching looks, that his original impres
sion of her being more than a trifle in liquor was fully confirmed.
Nancy, indeed, was not exempt from a failing which was very
common among the Jew's female pupils, and in which, in their
tenderer years they were rather encouraged than checked. Her
disordered appearance, and a wholesale perfume of Geneva
which pervaded the apartment, afforded strong confirmatory
evidence of the justice of the Jew's supposition ; and when, after
indulging in the temporary display of violence above described,
she subsided, first into dulness, and afterwards into a com
pound of feelings under the influence of which she shed tears
one minute, and in the next gave utterance to various exclama
tions of "Never say die!" and divers calculations as to what
might be the amount of the odds so long as a lady or gentleman
were happy, Mr. Fagin, who had had considerable experience of
such matters in his time, saw with great satisfaction that she was
very
Having
far gone
eased
indeed.
his mind by this discovery, and accomplished
his twofold object of imparting to the girl what he had that night
heard, and ascertaining with his own eyes that Sikes had not
returned, Mr. Fagin again turned his face homeward, leaving his
young
It was
friend
within
asleep
an with
hourher
of head
midnight,
upon and
the table.
the weather being
dark and piercing cold, he had no great temptation to loiter.
The sharp wind that scoured the streets seemed to have cleared
them of passengers as of dust and mud, for few people were
abroad, and they were to all appearance hastening fast home.
It blew from the right quarter for the Jew, however : and straight
before it he went, trembling and shivering as every fresh gust
drove
He had
him reached
rudely on
thehis
corner
way. of his own street, and was already
fumbling in his pocket for the door-key, when a dark figure
emerged from a projecting entrance which lay in deep shadow,
and, crossing the road, glided up to him unperceived.
" Fagin ! " whispered a voice close to his ear.
" Ah ! " said the Jew, turning quickly round. " Is that
"
"Yes!" interrupted the stranger harshly. "I have been
lingering here these two hours. Where the devil have you
been?"
" On your business, my dear," replied the Jew, glancing un
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easily at his companion, and slackening his pace as he spoke.
"On
"Oh,
yourofbusiness
course ! all
" said
night."
the stranger with a sneer. " Well ;
and" Nothing
what's come
good,"
bad,ofI ithope?"
said
? " the said
Jew. the stranger, stopping short,

and
The
turning
Jew shook
a startled
his look
headupon
and his
wascompanion.
about to reply, when the
stranger interrupting him motioned to the house before which
they had by this time arrived, and remarked that he had better
say what he had got to say, under cover, for his blood was
chilled with standing about so long, and the wind blew through
him.
Fagin looked as if he could have willingly excused himself
from taking home a visiter at that unseasonable hour, and
muttered something about having no fire ; but, his companion,
repeating his request in a peremptory manner, he unlocked the
door, and requested him to close it softly, while he got a
light.
" It's as dark as the grave," said the man, groping forward a
few steps. " Make haste. I hate this!"
" Shut the door," whispered Fagin from the end of the pas
sage.
" That
As wasn't
he spoke,
myit doing,"
closed with
saida the
loud other
noise. man, feeling his
way. " The wind blew it to, or it shut of its own accord ; one
or the other. Look sharp with the light, or I shall knock my
brains
Fagin
outstealthily
against something
descendedin the
this kitchen
confounded
stairs,
hole."
and, after a
short absence, returned with a lighted candle, and the intel
ligence that Toby Crackit was asleep in the back-room below,
and the boys in the front one. Beckoning the other man to
follow him, he led the way up stairs.
" We can say the few words we've got to say in here, my
dear," said the Jew, throwing open a door on the first floor ;
" and as there are holes in the shutters, and we never show
lights to our neighhours, we'll set the candle on the stairs.
There
With! "these. words, the Jew, stooping down, placed the candle
on an upper flight of stairs exactly opposite the room door, and
led the way into the apartment, which was destitute of all
moveables save a broken arm-chair, and an old couch or sofa
without covering, which stood behind the door. Upon this piece
of furniture the stranger flung himself with the air of a weary
man; and, the Jew drawing up the arm-chair opposite, they sat
face to face. It was not quite dark, for the door was partially
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open , and the candle outside threw a feeble reflection on the
opposite
They conversed
wall.
for some time in whispers ; although nothing
of the conversation was distinguishable beyond a few disjointed
words here and there, a listener might easily have perceived
that Fagin appeared to be defending himself against some re
marks of the stranger, and that the latter was in a state of con
siderable irritation. They might have been talking thus for a
quarter of an hour or more, when Monks—by which name the
Jew had designated the strange man several times in the course
of "their
I tellcolloquy—said,
you again it was
raising
badlyhisplanned.
voice a little,
Why not have kept
him here among the rest, and made a sneaking, snivelling
pickpocket
" Only hear
of him
him!"
at once?"
exclaimed the Jew, shrugging his shoul
ders.
" Why, do you mean to say you couldn't have done it if you
had chosen?" demanded Monks sternly. " Haven't you done it
with other boys scores of times ? If you had had patience for a
twelvemonth at most, couldn't you have got him convicted and
sent
"Whose
safely out
turnofwould
the kingdom,
that have
perhaps
served,
formy
life?"
dear?" inquired
the" Jew
Mine,"
But not
humbly.
replied
mine," Monks.
said the Jew submissively. " He might have

become of use to me. When there are two parties to a bargain,
it is only reasonable that the interest of both should be consulted ;
is it,
" What
my good
then?"
friend?"
demanded Monks sulkily.
" I saw it was not easy to train him to the business," replied
the"Curse
Jew; " he
him,
wasno!"
not like
muttered
other boys
the in
man,
the same
"or circumstances."
he would have
been
" Iahad
thiefnolong
holdago."
upon him to make him worse," pursued the
Jew, anxiously watching the countenance of his companion.
"His hand was not in; I had nothing to frighten him with,
which we always must have in the beginning, or we labour in
vain. What could I do? Send him out with the Dodger and
Charley? We had enough of that at first, my dear; I trembled
for"usNo,
That
all."
no,was
mynot
dear
my! "doing,"
renewed
observed
the Jew,Monks.
" and I don't quarrel

with it now, because, if it had never happened, you might never
have clapped eyes upon the boy to notice him, and so led to the
discovery that it was him you were looking for. Well; I got him
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back for you by means of the girl, and then she begins to favour
him."
" Why,
Throttle
we the
can't
girl
afford
! " said
to do
Monks
that just
impatiently.
now, my dear," replied

the Jew, smiling ; "and, besides, that sort of thing is not in our
way, or one of these days I might be glad to have it done. I
know what these girls are, Monks, well. As soon as the boy
begins to harden, she'll care no more for him than for a block
of wood. You want him made a thief : if he is alive, I can make
him one from this time ; and if—if—" said the Jew, drawing
nearer to the other,—" it's not likely, mind,—but if the worst
comes to the worst, and he is dead
"
" It's no fault of mine if he is ! " interposed the other man with
a look of terror, and clasping the Jew's arm with trembling
hands. " Mind that, Fagin ! I had no hand in it. Any thing but
his death, I told you from the first. I won't shed blood ; it's
always found out, and haunts a man besides. If they shot him
dead, I was not the cause; do you hear me? Fire this infernal
den!—what's that?"
" What! " cried the Jew, grasping the coward round the body
with
"Yonder!"
both arms replied
as he sprung
the man,
to hisglaring
feet. "atWhere
the opposite
?"
wall.
" The shadow—I saw the shadow of a woman in a cloak and
bonnet
The Jew
passreleased
along the
his wainscot
hold, andlike
theya rushed
breath !"
tumultuously from
the room. The candle, wasted by the draught, was standing
where it had been placed, and showed them the empty staircase,
and their own white faces. They listened intently, but a pro
found
" It'ssilence
your fancy,"
reigned said
throughout
the Jew,the
taking
house.
up the light, and turn
ing" to
I'llhisswear
companion.
I saw it!" replied Monks, trembling violently.
" It was bending forward when I saw it first, and when I spoke
it darted
The Jew
away."
glanced contemptuously at the pale face of his as
sociate, and, telling him he could follow if he pleased, ascended
the stairs. They looked into all the rooms; they were cold,
bare, and empty. They descended to the passage, and thence
into the cellars below. The green damp hung upon the low
walls, and the tracks of the snail and slug glistened in the light,
but" all
What
was do
stillyou
as death.
think now?" said the Jew, when they had
regained the passage. " Besides ourselves, there's not a creature
in the house except Toby and the boys, and they're safe enough.
SeeAshere!"
a proof of the fact, the Jew drew forth two keys from his
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pocket ; and explained that when he first went down stairs he
had lockgd them in, to prevent any intrusion on the conference.
This accumulated testimony effectually staggered Mr. Monks.
His protestations had gradually become less and less vehement
as they proceeded in their search without making any discovery ;
and now he gave vent to several very grim laughs, and confessed
it could only have been his excited imagination. He declined
any renewal of the conversation , however, for that night ,
suddenly remembering that it was past one o'clock ; and so the
amiable
ATONES
couple
FOR THE
parted.
IMPOLITENESS
CHAPTER
OF A FORMER
XXVII.
CHAPTER, WHICH DESERTED

As it would be byA no
LADYmeans
MOST UNCEREMONIOUSLY.
seemly in an humble author to

keep so mighty a personage as a beadle waiting with his back to
the fire and the skirts of his coat gathered up under his arms,
until such time as it might suit his pleasure to relieve him: and
as it would still less become his station or his gallantry to involve
in the same neglect a lady on whom that beadle had looked with
an eye of tenderness and affection, and in whose ear he had
whispered sweet words, which, coming from such a quarter,
might well thrill the bosom of maid or matron of whatsoever
trusting
degree—the
that faithful
he knows
historian
his place,
whose
andpen
entertains
traces these
a becoming
words,
reverence for those upon earth to whom high and important
authority is delegated, hastens to pay them that respect which
their position demands, and to treat them with all that duteous
ceremony which their exalted rank and (by consequence) great
virtues imperatively claim at his hands. Towards this end ,
indeed, he had purposed to introduce in this place a dissertation
touching the divine right of beadles, and elucidative of the posi
tion that a beadle can do no wrong, which could not fail to have
been both pleasurable and profitable to the right-minded reader,
but which he is unfortunately compelled by want of time and
space to postpone to some more convenient and fitting op
portunity ; on the arrival of which, he will be prepared to show,
that a beadle properly constituted—that is to say, a parochial
beadle attached to a parochial workhouse, and attending in his
official capacity the parochial church,—is, in right and virtue of
his office, possessed of all the excellences and best qualities of
humanity ; and that to none of those excellences can mere
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ease
companies'
beadlesbeadles,
(save theorlast,
courtandof-law
they in
beadles,
a very or
lowly
evenand
chapel-ofinferior
degree),
Mr. Bumble
lay the had
remotest
re-counted
sustainable
the tea-spoons,
claim.
re-weighed the
sugar-tongs, made a closer inspection of the milk-pot, and
ascertained to a nicety the exact condition of the furniture down
to the very horse-hair seats of the chairs ; and had repeated each
process full half-a-dozen times, before he began to think that it
was time for Mrs. Corney to return. Thinking begets thinking;
and, as there were no sounds of Mrs. Corney's approach, it oc
curred to Mr. Bumble that it would be an innocent and virtuous
way of spending the time, if he were further to allay his curiosity
by a cursory glance at the interior of Mrs. Corney's chest of
drawers.
Having listened at the keyhole to assure himself that nobody
was approaching the chamber, Mr. "Bumble, beginning at the
bottom, proceeded to make himself acquainted with the contents
of the three long drawers ; which, being filled with various
garments of good fashion and texture, carefully preserved
between two layers of old newspaper speckled with dried la
vender, seemed to yield him exceeding satisfaction. Arriving
in course of time at the right-hand corner drawer (in which was
the key), and beholding therein a small padlocked box, which,
being shaken, gave forth a pleasant sound as of the chinking of
coin, Mr. Bumble returned with a stately walk to the fireplace,
and, resuming his old attitude, said, with a grave and determined
air, "I'll do it!" He followed up this remarkable declaration
by shaking his head in a waggish manner for ten minutes, as
though he were remonstrating with himself for being such a
pleasant dog, and then took a view of his legs in profile with
much
He was
seeming
still placidly
pleasure engaged
and interest.
in this latter survey when Mrs.
Corney, hurrying into the room, threw herself in a breathless
state on a chair by the fireside, and covering her eyes with one
hand
" Mrs.
placed
Corney,"
the other
saidover
Mr. her
Bumble,
heart,stooping
and gasped
overfor
thebreath.
matron,
"what is this, ma'am? has any thing happened, ma'am? Pray"
answer me ; I'm on—on—" Mr. Bumble in his alarm could not
immediately think of the word " tenterhooks," so he said " bro
ken" bottles."
Oh, Mr. Bumble ! " cried the lady, " I have been so dread
fully
" Put
put out,
out !ma'am
"
! " exclaimed Mr. Bumble; " who has dared
to—? I know ! " said Mr. Bumble, checking himself with .native
majesty,
" It's dreadful
" this is to
them
think
wicious
of! " said
paupers
the lady,
! " shuddering.
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" Then don't think of it, ma'am," rejoined Mr. Bumble.
" Then
1 can'ttake
helpsomething,
it," whimpered
ma'am,"
thesaid
lady.
Mr. Bumble soothingly.
"ohA"! Not
little
Thefor
oftoptheshelf
wine?
world
in "! the
" replied
right-hand
Mrs. Corney.
corner—oh" !I"couldn't,—
Uttering
these words, the good lady pointed distractedly to the cupboard,
and underwent a convulsion from internal spasms. Mr. Bumble
rushed to the closet, and, snatching a pint green-glass bottle
from the shelf thus incoherently indicated, filled a tea-cup with
its"contents
I'm better
, and
now,"
held said
it toMrs.
the lady's
Corney,
lips.falling back after drink
ingMr.
halfBumble
of it. raised his eyes piously to the ceiling in thank
fulness, and, bringing them down again to the brim of the cup,
lifted
" Peppermint,"
it to his nose.explained Mrs. Corney in a faint voice,
smiling gently on the beadle as she spoke. "Try it; there's
a little—a
Mr. Bumble
little something
tasted the medicine
else in it."
with a doubtful look ; smack
ed"his
Very
It lips,
is very
much
took
comforting,"
another
so, indeed,
taste,
said
ma'am,"
and
Mrs.
putCorney.
the
saidcup
thedown
beadle.
empty.
As he
spoke, he drew a chair beside the matron, and tenderly inquired
what
" Nothing,"
had happened
replied
to Mrs.
distress
Corney.
her.
" I am a foolish, excita
ble," weak
Not weak,
creetur.ma'am,"
"
retorted Mr. Bumble, drawing his
chair
" We
a little
are all
closer.
weak creeturs,"
" Are you said
a weak
Mrs.
creetur,
Corney,
Mrs.
laying
Corney?"
down
a general
Nothing
" So weprinciple.
are,"
was said
said on
theeither
beadle.side for a minute or two after
wards ; and by the expiration of that time Mr. Bumble had
illustrated the position by removing his left arm from the back of
Mrs. Corney's chair where it had previously rested, to Mrs.
Corney's
twined.
Mrs.
" IThis
We
Don't
can't
Corney
are
isapron-string,
sigh,
help
aall
very
weak
sighed.
Mrs.
it,"comfortable
said
creeturs,"
Corney,"
round
Mrs. Corney.
room,
said
which
saidMr.
ma'am,"
Mr.
itAnd
Bumble.
gradually
Bumble.
she
said
sighed
Mr.
became
Bumble,
again.in-

looking round. " Another room and this, ma'am, would be a
complete
" It would
thing."
be too much for one," murmured the lady.
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" But not for two, ma'am," rejoined Mr, Bumble in soft ac
cents.
Mrs. "Eh,
Corney
Mrs.
drooped
Corney?"
her head when the beadle said this, and
the beadle drooped his to get a view of Mrs. Corney's face.
Mrs. Corney with great propriety turned her head away, and
released her hand to get at her pocket-handkerchief, but insen
sibly
" The
replaced
boardit allow
in thatyou
of Mr.
coals,
Bumble.
don't they, Mrs. Corney! " in
quired
" And
thecandles,"
beadle, affectionately
replied Mrs. pressing
Corney her
slightly
hand.returning the
pressure.
" Coals, candles, and house-rent free," said Mr. Bumble.
" Oh,
The Mrs.
lady Corney,
was notwhat
proofa angel
against
youthis
areburst
! " of feeling. She
sunk into Mr. Bumble's arms ; and that gentleman, in his agita
tion,
" Such
imprinted
porochial
a passionate
perfection!"
kiss upon
exclaimed
her chaste
Mr. Bumble
nose. raptu
rously. " You know that Mr. Slout is worse to-night, my fasci
nator?"
" Yes," replied Mrs. Corney bashfully.
" He can't live a week, the doctor says," pursued Mr. Bumble.
" He is the master of this establishment ; his death will cause a
wacancy ; that wacancy must be filled up. Oh Mrs. Corney,
what a prospect this opens ! What a opportunity for a joining
of Mrs.
"The
heartsCorney
and
littlehousekeeping
word?"
sobbed. said! " Mr. Bumble, bending over the

bashful beauty. " The one little, little, little word, my blessed
Corney?"
" Ye—ye—yes
One more," pursued
! " sighedthe
outbeadle;
the matron.
" compose your darling

feelings
Mrs. Corney
for only twice
one more.
essayed
When
to speak,
is it to and
cometwice
off?" failed- At
length, summoning up courage, she threw her arms round Mr.
Bumble's neck, and said it might be as soon as ever he pleased,"
and
Matters
that hebeing
was "thus
a irresistible
amicably duck."
and satisfactorily arranged, the
contract was solemnly ratified in another tea-cupful of the pep
permint mixture, which was rendered the more necessary by
the flutter and agitation of the lady's spirits. While it was being
disposed of, she acquainted Mr. Bumble with the old woman's
decease.
" Very good," said that gentleman, sipping his peppermint.
" I'll call at Sowerberry's as I go home, and tell him to send
to-morrow morning. Was it that as frightened you, love?"
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" It wasn't any thing particular, dear," said the lady eva
sively.
" It must have been something, love," urged Mr. Bumble.
" Won't you tell your own B.?"
"Not now," rejoined the lady; " one of these days,— after
we're
" After
married,
we'redear."
married! " exclaimed Mr. Bumble. " It wasn't
any" No,
impudence
no, love!"
frominterposed
any of them
themale
lady paupers
hastily. as—"
" If I thought it was," continued Mr. Bumble,—" if I thought
any one of 'em had dared to lift his wulgar eyes to that lovely
countenance—"
" They wouldn't have dared to do it, love," responded the
lady.
" They had better not! " said Mr. Bumble, clenching his fist,
" Let me see any man, porochial or extra-porochial, as would
presume to do it, and I can tell him that he wouldn't do it a se
cond
Unembellished
time!"
by any violence of gesticulation, this might
have sounded as no very high compliment to the lady's charms ;
but, as Mr. Bumble accompanied the threat with many warlike
gestures, she was much touched with this proof of his devo
tion, and protested with great admiration that he was indeed
a dove.
The dove then turned up his coat-collar, and put on his
cocked-hat, and, having exchanged a long and affectionate em
brace with his future partner once again braved the cold wind
of the night; merely pausing for a few minutes in the male pau
pers' ward to abuse them a little, with the view of satisfying him
self that he could fill the office of workhouse-master with needful
acerbity. Assured of his qualifications, Mr. Bumble left the build
ing with a light heart and bright visions of his future promotion,
which served to occupy his mind until he reached the shop of
theNow,
undertaker.
Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry having gone out to tea
and supper, and Noah Claypole not being at any time disposed
to take upon himself a greater amount of physical exertion than
is necessary to a convenient performance of the two functions
of eating and drinking, the shop was not closed, although it
was past the usual hour of shutting-up. Mr. Bumble tapped
with his cane on the counter several times ; but, attracting no
attention,
window ofand
the little
beholding
parloura atlight
the shining
back of the
through
shop, the
he glassmade
bold to peep in and see what was going forward ; and, when he
saw
The
what
cloth
waswas
going
laidforward,
for supper,
he was
andnot
thea little
table surprised.
was covered
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with bread and butter, plates and glasses, a porter-pot, and a
wine-bottle. At the upper end of the table Mr. Noah Claypole
lolled negligently in an easy-chair with his legs thrown over one
of the arms, an open clasp-knife in one hand, and a mass
of buttered bread in the other ; close beside him stood Charlotte,
opening oysters from a barrel, which Mr. Claypole condes
cended to swallow with remarkable avidity. A more than ordi
nary redness in the region of the young gentleman's nose, and
a kind of fixed wink in his right eye, denoted that he was in a
slight degree intoxicated ; and these symptoms were confirmed
by the intense relish with which he took his oysters, for which
nothing but a strong appreciation of their cooling properties in
cases
" Here's
of internal
a delicious
feverfat
could
one,have
Noah,
sufficiently
dear !" said
accounted.
Charlotte ; " try
him,
" What
do ; only
a delicious
this one."
thing is a oyster !" remarked Mr. Claypole
after he had swallowed it. " What a pity it is a number of 'em
should
""So
It'sever
itquite
is,"make
a acquiesced
cruelty,"
you feel
said
Mr.
uncomfortable,
Charlotte.
Claypole. "isn't
Ain'tit, yer
Charlotte?"
fond of

oysters?
" Not "overmuch," replied Charlotte.

" I like to see you

eat'em,
" Lor'Noah
!" saiddear,
Noah
better
reflectively
than eating
; " how
them
queer
myself."
!"
" Have another?" said Charlotte. " Here's one with such a
beautiful delicate beard !"
" I can't manage any more," said Noah. " I'm very sorry.
Come
" What!"
here, Charlotte,
said Mr. Bumble,
and I'll kiss
bursting
yer." into the room. " Say
that
Charlotte
again, sir."
uttered a scream, and hid her face in her apron ;
while Mr. Claypole, without making any further change in
his position than suffering his legs to reach the ground, gazed
at "the
Say
beadle
it again,
in drunken
you vile,terror.
owdacious fellow!" said Mr. Bumble.
" How dare you mention such a thing, sir? And how dare you
encourage him, you insolent minx? Kiss her !" exclaimed Mr.
Bumble
" I didn't
in strong
meanindignation.
to do it !" said
." Faugh
Noahi !"blubbering. " She's
always
""Yer
Oh,a-kissing
Noah!
are, yer
"ofcried
me,
know
whether
Charlotte
yer are!"
I like
reproachfully.
itretorted
or not." Noah.

"She's

always a-doing of it, Mr. Bumble, sir; she chucks me under the
chin, please sir, and makes all manner of love !"
"Silence !" cried Mr. Bumble sternly. " Take yourself down
stairs, ma'am. Noah, you shut up the shop, and say another
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word till your master comes home at your peril; and, when
he does come home, tell him that Mr. Bumble said he was to
send a old woman's shell after breakfast to-morrow morning.
Do you hear, sir ? Kissing !" cried Mr. Bumble, holding up his
hands.
rochial district
" The sin
is frightful
and wickedness
; if parliament
of the lower
don't take
orders
their
in this
abomi
ponable courses under consideration, this country's ruined, and
the character of the peasantry gone for ever!" With these
words the beadle strode, with a lofty and gloomy air, from the
undertaker's
And now that
premises.
we have accompanied him so far on his road
home, and have made all necessary preparations for the old
woman's funeral, let us set on foot a few inquiries after young
Oliver Twist, and ascertain whether he be still lying in the ditch
where Toby
LOOKSCrackit
AFTER CHAPTER
OLIVER,
left him.
AND PROCEEDS
XXVIII.
WITH HIS ADVENTURES.

" Wolves tear your throats!" muttered Sikes, grinding his
teeth. " I wish I was among some of you; you'd howl the
hoarser
As Sikes
for growled
it."
forth this imprecation with the most despe
rate ferocity that his desperate nature was capable of, he rested
the body of the wounded boy across his bended knee, and
turned
Therehiswas
head
little
fortoanbeinstant
made out
to look
in the
back
mist
at and
his pursuers.
darkness ; but
the loud shouting of men vibrated through the air, and the
barking of the neighbouring dogs, roused by the sound of the
alarm-bell,
" Stop, you
resounded
white-livered
in every
hound!"
direction.
cried the robber, shouting
after Toby Crackit who, making the best use of his long legs,
was already ahead,—" stop !"
The repetition of the word brought Toby to a dead stand-still,
for he was not quite satisfied that he was beyond the range of
pistol-shot,
" Bear aand
hand
Sikes
with
wasthe
in boy,"
no mood
roared
to beSikes,
playedbeckoning
with.
fu
riously
Tobytomade
his confederate.
a show of returning,
" Comebut
back
ventured
:"
in a low voice,
broken for want of breath, to intimate considerable reluctance
as "heQuicker
came slowly
!" cried
along.
Sikes, laying the boy in a dry ditch at his
12
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feet, and drawing a pistol from his pocket. " Don't play the
booby
At this
with
moment
me." the noise grew louder, and Sikes again looking
round, could discern that the men who had given chase were
already climbing the gate of the field in which he stood, and
that
" It's
a couple
all up,ofBill,"
dogs cried
were some
Toby,paces
" drop
in advance
the kid and
of them.
show 'em
your heels." With this parting advice, Mr. Crackit, preferring
the chance of being shot by his friend to the certainty of being
taken by his enemies, fairly turned tail, and darted off at full
speed. Sikes clenched his teeth, took one look round, threw
over the prostrate form of Oliver the cape in which he had been
hurriedly muffled, ran along the front of the hedge as if to dis
tract the attention of those behind, from the spot where the boy
lay, paused for a second before another hedge which met it at
right angles, and whirling his pistol high into the air, cleared
it at
"Ho,
a bound
ho, and
there!"
was gone.
cried a tremulous voice in the rear.
" Pincher,
The dogs,
Neptune,
which in
come
common
here, come
with their
here !"
masters, seemed to
have no particular relish for the sport in which they were
engaged, readily answered to this command : and three men,
who had by this time advanced some distance into the field,
stopped
" My advice,
to take or
counsel
leastways
together.
I should say, my orders is," said
the fattest man of the party, " that we 'mediately go home
again."
" I am agreeable to any thing which is agreeable to Mr. Giles,"
said a shorter man, who was by no means of a slim figure, and
who was very pale in the face and very polite, as frightened men
frequently are.
" I shouldn't wish to appear ill-mannered, gentlemen," said
the third, who had called the dogs back, " Mr. Giles ought to
know."
" Certainly," replied the shorter man ; " and whatever Mr.
Giles says, it isn't our place to contradict him. No, no, I know
my sitiwation,—thank my stars I know my sitiwation." To
tell the truth, the little man did seem to know his situation, and
to know perfectly well that it was by no means a desirable one,
for" his
Youteeth
are chattered
afraid, Brittles,"
in his head
said as
Mr.heGiles.
spoke.
Now,
" You're
I ain't,"
You
these
are,"
a falsehood,
lie,
said
four
said
Brittles,"
Brittles.
retorts
Giles.Mr.arose
said
Giles,"
Mr.
from
said
Giles.
Mr.Brittles.
Giles's taunt, and Mr.
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Giles's taunt had arisen from his indignation at having the res
ponsibility of going home again, imposed upon himself under
cover of a compliment. The third man brought the dispute to a
close
" I'll
most
tellphilosophically.
you what it is, gentlemen," said he, " we're all
afraid."
" Speak for yourself, sir," said Mr. Giles, who was the palest
of "the
Soparty.
I do," replied the man.

" It's natural and proper to be

afraid, under such circumstances. / am."
" So am I," said Brittles, "only there's no call to tell a man he
is,These
so bounceably."
frank admissions softened Mr. Giles, who at once
owned that he was afraid; upon which they all three faced
about and ran back again with the completest unanimity, till
Mr. Giles (who had (the shortest wind of the party, and was
encumbered with a pitchfork) most handsomely insisted upon
stopping
" But it's
to wonderful,"
make an apology
said Mr.
for his
Giles,
hastiness
when he
of had
speech.
explained,
" what a man will do when his blood is up. I should have
committed murder, I know I should, if we'd caught one of the
rascals."
As the other two were impressed with a similar presentiment,
and their blood, like his, had all gone down again, some specu
lation ensued upon the cause of this sudden change in their
temperament.
" I know
shouldn't
whatwonder
it was,"ifsaid
it was,"
Mr. Giles;
exclaimed
" it was
Brittles,
the gate."
catching
at "the
You
idea.
may depend upon it," said Giles, " that that gate
stopped the flow of the excitement. I felt all mine suddenly
going
By aaway
remarkable
as I wascoincidence
climbing over
theit."
other two had been visited
with the same unpleasant sensation at that precise moment; so
that it was quite conclusive that it was the gate, especially as
there was no doubt regarding the time at which the change had
taken place, because all three remembered that they had come
in This
sight dialogue
of the robbers
was held
at thebetween
very instant
the two
of itsmen
occurrence.
who had sur
prised the burglars, and a travelling tinker who had been
sleeping in an outhouse, and who had been roused, together
with his two mongrel curs, to join in the pursuit. Mr. Giles
acted in the double capacity of butler and steward to the old
lady of the mansion, and Brittles was a lad of all-work, who
having entered her service a mere child, was treated as a pro
mising young boy still, though he was something past thirty.
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Encouraging each other with such converse as this, but
keeping very close together, notwithstanding, and looking
apprehensively round whenever a fresh gust rattled through
the boughs, the three men hurried back to a tree behind which
they had left their lantern, lest its light should inform the thieves
in what direction to fire. Catching up the light, they made the
best of their way home at a good round trot ; and long after
their dusky forms had ceased to be discernible, it might have
been seen twinkling and dancing in the distance, like some
exhalation of the damp and gloomy atmosphere through which
it was
Theswiftly
air grew
borne.
colder as day came slowly on, and the mist
rolled along the ground like a dense cloud of smoke ; the grass
was wet, the pathways and low places were all mire and water,
and the damp breath of an unwholesome wind went languidly
by with a hollow moaning. Still Oliver lay motionless and in
sensible
Morning
on drew
the spot
on apace
where ; Sikes
the airhad
became
left him.
more sharp and pier
cing as its first dull hue— the death of night rather than the '
birth of day—glimmered faintly in the sky. The objects which
had looked dim and terrible in the darkness grew more and
more defined, and gradually resolved into their familiar shapes.
The rain came down thick and fast, and pattered noisily among
the leafless bushes. But Oliver felt it not, as it beat against him,
for he still lay stretched, helpless and unconscious, on his bed
of At
clay.
length a low cry of pain broke the stillness that prevailed,
and uttering it, the boy awoke. His left arm, rudely bandaged
in a shawl, hung heavy and useless at his side, and the bandage
was saturated with blood. He was so weak that he could scarce
ly raise himself into a sitting posture, and when he had done so,
he looked feebly round for help and groaned with pain. Trem
bling in every joint from cold and exhaustion, he made an effort
to stand upright, but shuddering from head to foot, fell prostrate
onAfter
the ground.
a short return of the stupor in which he had been so
long plunged, Oliver, urged by a creeping sickness at his heart,
which seemed to warn him that if he lay there he must surely
die, got upon his feet and essayed to walk. His head was dizzy,
and he staggered to and fro like a drunken man ; but he kept up
nevertheless, and, with his head drooping languidly on his
breast,
And went
now, stumbling
hosts of bewildering
onward he knew
and confused
not whither.
ideas 'came
crowding on his mind. He seemed to be still walking between
Sikes and Crackit, who were angrily disputing, for the very
words they said sounded in his ears : and when he caught his
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own attention, as it were, by making some violent effort to save
himself from falling, he found that he was talking to them.
Then he was alone with Sikes plodding on as they had done the
previous day, and as shadowy people passed them by, he felt
the robber's grasp upon his wrist. Suddenly he started back at
the report of fire-arms, and there rose into the air loud cries and
shouts ; lights gleamed before his eyes, and all was noise and
tumult as some unseen hand bore him hurriedly away. Through
all these rapid visions there ran an undefined, uneasy, conscious
ness
Thus
of pain
he staggered
which wearied
on, creeping
and tormented
almost mechanically
him incessantly.
between
the bars of gates, or through hedge-gaps as they came in his
way, until he reached a road ; and here the rain began to fall
so He
heavily
looked
that
about,
it roused
and saw
him.that at no great distance there was
a house, which perhaps he could reach. Seeing his condition
they might have compassion on him, and if they did not, it
would be better, he thought, to die near human beings than in
the lonely open fields. He summoned up all his strength for one
lastAstrial,
he drew
and bent
ne?-erhistofaltering
this house,
stepsa feeling
towardscame
it. over him that
he had seen it before. He remembered nothing of its details,
butThat
the shape
garden-wall
and aspect
! Onofthe
thegrass
building
inside
seemed
he had
familiar
fallentoonhim.
his
knees last night, and prayed the two men's mercy. It was the
very
Oliver
samefelt
house
suchthey
fear had
come
attempted
over himto when
rob. he recognised the
place, that for the instant he forgot the agony of his wound, and
thought only of flight. Flight ! He could scarcely stand ; and if
he were in full possession of all the best powers of his slight
and youthful frame, where could he fly to ? He pushed against
the garden-gate ; it was unlocked and swung open on its hinges.
He tottered across the lawn, climbed the steps, knocked faintly
at the door, and his whole strength failing him, sunk down
against
It happened
one of the
thatpillars
aboutof
this
thetime,
little Mr.
portico.
Giles, Brittles, and the
tinker were recruiting themselves after the fatigues and terrors
of the night, with tea and sundries in the kitchen. Not that it
was Mr. Giles's habit to admit to too great familiarity the hum
bler servants, towards whom it was rather his wont to deport
himself with a lofty affability, which, while it gratified could not
fail to remind them of his superior position in society. But
death, fires, and burglary make all men equals ; and Mr. Giles
sat with his legs stretched out before the kitchen fender, lean
ing his left arm on the table, while with his right he illustrated
a circumstantial and minute account of the robbery, to which
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his hearers (but especially the cook and housemaid, who were
of "the
It party)
was about
listened
half-past
with two,"
breathless
said Mr.
interest.
Giles, " or I wouldn't
swear that it mightn't have been a little nearer three, when I
woke up, and turning round in my bed, as it might be so (here
Mr. Giles turned round in his chair, and pulled the corner of
the table-cloth over him to imitate bedclothes), I fancied I heerd
a noise."
At this point of the narrative the cook turned pale, and asked
the housemaid to shut the door, who asked Brittles, who asked
the tinker, who pretended not to hear.
"—Heerd a noise," continued Mr. Giles. " I says at first,
' This is illusion ; ' and was composing myself off to sleep when
I heerd
" What
A kind
thesort
of
noise
a of
busting
again,
a noisenoise,"
distinct."
? " asked
replied
the cook.
Mr. Giles, looking round
him.
"More like the noise of powdering an iron bar on a nutmeggrater,"
" It was,
suggested
when you
Brittles.
heerd, sir," rejoined Mr. Giles; " but at
this time it had a busting sound. I turned down the clothes,"
continued Giles, rolling back the table-cloth, " sat up in bed,
and
The
listened."
cook and housemaid simultaneously ejaculated, " Lor ! "
and"Idrew
heerdtheir
it now,
chairs
quite
closer
apparent,"
together.
resumed Mr. Giles. "'Some
body,' I says, ' is forcing of a door or window ; what's to be
done ! I'll call up that poor lad, Brittles, and save him from
being murdered in his bed, or his throat,' I says, 'may be cut
from his right ear to his left, without his ever knowing it.'"
Here all eyes were turned upon Brittles, who fixed his upon
the speaker, and stared at him with his mouth wide open, and
his"face
I tossed
expressive
off theof clothes,"
the most unmitigated
said Giles, horror.
throwing away the
table-cloth, and looking very hard at the cook and housemaid,
"got
"Ladies
"—Of
softly
shoes,
present,
out ofsir,"
bed,
Mr.
said
drew
Giles,"
Giles,
on amurmured
turning
pair of—"
upon
the him,
tinker.
and laying
great emphasis on the word, " seized the loaded pistol that always
goes up stairs with the plate-basket, and walked on tiptoes to
his room. 'Brittles,' I says, when I had woke him, 'don't be
frightened!'"
" So you did," observed Brittles, in a low voice.
"'We're dead men, I think, Brittles, I says,"' continued
Giles, " ' but don't be under any alarm.' "
" Was he frightened?" asked the cook-
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"Not a bit of it," replied Mr. Giles. "He was as firm—ah!
pretty
" I should
near ashave
firmdied
as I atwas."
once, I'm sure if it had been me," ob
served
""Brittles
You
the'rehousemaid.
aiswoman,"
right," said
retorted
Mr. Brittles,
Giles, nodding
plucking his
up ahead
little.ap
provingly; "from a woman nothing else was to be expected.
as
We,
tles's
Mr.
it might
being
hob,
Gilesand
men,
be
hadso."
groped
risen
took afrom
our
dark
way
hislantern
seat,
downand
that
stairstaken
was
in the
standing
two
pitch
steps
dark,—
on with
Brit-

his eyes shut to accompany his description with appropriate ac
tion, when he started violently in common with the rest of the
company, and hurried back to his chair. The cook and house
maid
"Itscreamed.
was a knock," said Mr. Giles, assuming perfect serenity ;
" open
Nobody
"It seems
the door,
moved.
a strange
somebody
sort ?of" thing, a knock coming at such a
time in the morning," said Mr. Giles, surveying the pale faces
which surrounded him, and looking very blank himself ; "but
theMr.
door
Giles,
must asbe he
opened.
spoke, Do
looked
you hear,
at Brittles
somebody?
; but that
" young
man being naturally modest, probably considered himself no
body, and so held that the inquiry could not have any applica
tion to him. At all events he tendered no reply. Mr. Giles directed
an appealing glance at the tinker, but he had suddenly fallen
asleep. The women were out of the question.
" If Brittles would rather open the door in the presence of
witnesses," said Mr. Giles, after a short silence, " I am ready
to make one."
"So am I," said the tinker, waking up as suddenly as he had
fallen
Brittles
asleep.
capitulated on these terms ; and the party being some
what reassured by the discovery ( made on throwing open the
shutters) that it was now broad day, took their way up stairs
with the dogs in front, and the two women who were afraid
to stop below, bringing up the rear. By the advice of Mr.
Giles they all talked very loud, to warn any evil-disposed person
outside that they were strong in numbers ; and by a master
stroke of policy, originating in the brain of the same ingenious
gentleman, the dog's tails were well pinched in the hall to make
them
These
barkprecautions
savagely. having been taken, Mr. Giles held on fast
by the tinker's arm (to prevent his running away, as he pleasant
ly said), and gave the word of command to open the door.
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Brittles obeyed, and the group peeping timorously over each
other's shoulders, beheld no more formidable object than poor
little Oliver Twist, speechless and exhausted, who raised his
heavy
" A eyes,
boy !"and
exclaimed
mutely solicited
Mr. Giles,
their
valiantly
compassion.
pushing the tinker
into the background. "What's the matter with the—eh?—
Why—Brittles—look
Brittles, who had got
here—don't
behind theyou
door
know?"
to open it, no sooner
saw Oliver, than he uttered a loud cry. Mr. Giles seizing the
boy
—lugged
by one
himlegstraight
and oneinto
arm—fortunately
the hall, and deposited
not the broken
him atlimb
full
length on the ground thereof.
" Here he is I" bawled Giles, calling in a great state of excite
ment up the staircase; "here's one of the thieves, ma'am!
Here's a thief, miss—wounded, miss! I shot him, miss, and
Brittles held the light."
" In a lantern, miss," cried Brittles, applying one hand to the
side
The
of two
his mouth,
women-servants
so that his
ranvoice
up stairs
mighttotravel
carry the intelligence
better.
that Mr. Giles had captured a robber ; and the tinker busied
himself in endeavouring to restore Oliver, lest he should die
before he could be hung. In the midst of all this noise and
commotion there was heard a sweet female voice which quelled
it in
" Giles
an instant.
!" whispered the voice from the stair-head.
" I'm here, miss," replied Mr. Giles. " Don't be frightened,
miss ; I ain't much injured. He didn't make a very desperate
resistance,
" Hush !"miss
replied
; I was
thesoon
young
too lady,
many for
" you
him."
frighten my aunt
as "Wounded
much as the desperate,
thieves did.miss,"
Is the
replied
poorGiles,
creature
withmuch
indescribable
hurt?"
complacency.
" He looks as if he was a-going, miss," bawled Brittles, in
the same manner as before. '* Wouldn't you like to come and
look
" Hush,
at him,pray,
miss,there's
in casea good
he should—?"
man !" rejoined the young lady.
"Wait
With quietly
a footstep
oneasinstant
soft and
while
gentle
I speak
as the
to aunt."
voice, the speaker
tripped away, and soon returned with the direction that the
wounded person was to be carried carefully up stairs to Mr.
Giles's room, and that Brittles was to saddle the pony and be
take himself instantly to Cherlsey, from which place he was to
despatch
"But won't
with allyou
speed
takea one
constable
look and
at him,
doctor.
first, miss?" asked
Mr. Giles, with as much pride as if Oliver were some bird of
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rare plumage that he had skilfully brought down. "Not one
little
" Not
peep,
now
miss?"
for the world," replied the young lady. " Poor
fellow
The ! old
oh servant
! treat looked
him kindly,
up at Giles,
the speaker,
if it is as
only
shefor
turned
my sake
away,
!"
with a glance as proud and admiring as if she had been his
own child. Then bending over Oliver, he helped to carry him
up
HAS stairs
AN INTRODUCTORY
with the ACCOUNT
care
CHAPTER
and
OF solicitude
THE INMATES
XXIX.
ofOFa THE
woman.
HOUSE TO WHICH OLIVER

RESORTED, AND RELATES WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF HIM.

In a handsome room—though its furniture had rather the
air of old-fashioned comfort, than of modern elegance—there
sat two ladies at a well-spread breakfast-table.. Mr. Giles dressed
with scrupulous care in a full suit of black, was in attendance
upon them. He had taken his station some half-way between
the sideboard and the breakfast-table, and with his body drawn
up to its full height, his head thrown back, and inclined the
merest trifle on one side, his left leg advanced, and his right
hand thrust into his waistcoat, while his left hung down by
his side grasping a waiter, looked like one who laboured under
a very
Of the
agreeable
two ladies,
senseone
of was
his own
wellmerits
advanced
and importance.
in years, but the
high-backed oaken chair in which she sat was not more upright
than she. Dressed with the utmost nicety and precision, in a
quaint mixture of bygone costume with some slight concessions
to the prevailing taste, which rather served to point the old
style pleasantly than to impair its effect, she sat in a stately
manner with her hands folded on the table before her, and her
eyes, of which age had dimmed but little of their brightness,
attentively
The younger
fixed lady
uponwas
her in
young
the lovely
companion.
bloom and spring-time
of womanhood ; at that age when, if ever angels be for God's
good purposes enthroned in mortal forms, they may be without
impiety
She was
supposed
not past
to abide
seventeen.
in suchCast
as hers.
in so slight and exquisite
a mould ; so mild and gentle, so pure and beautiful, that earth
seemed not her element, nor its rough creatures her fit compa
nions. The very intelligence that shone in her deep blue eye
and was stamped upon her noble head, seemed scarcely of her
age or of the world, and yet the changing expression of sweet
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ness and goodhumour, the thousand lights that played about the
face and left no shadow there ; above all, the smile—the cheerful
happy smile—were intwined with the best sympathies and af
fections of our nature.
She was busily engaged in the little offices of the table, and
chancing to raise her eyes as the elder lady was regarding her,
playfully put back her hair, which was simply braided on her
forehead, and threw into one beaming look such a gush of affec
tion and artless loveliness, that blessed spirits might have smiled
to look upon her.
The elder lady smiled ; but her heart was full, and she brushed
away
" And
a tear
Brittles
as she has
did so.
been gone upwards of an hour, has he? "
asked the old lady after a pause.
" An hour and twelve minutes, ma'am," replied Mr. Giles,
referring to a silver watch which he drew forth by a black
ribbon.
" He
Brittles
is always
always
slow,"
was aremarked
slow boy,
thema'am,"
old lady.replied the attend
ant. And seeing, by-the-by, that Brittles had been a slow boy
for upwards of thirty years, there appeared no great probability
of his
" He
ever
gets
being
worse
a fastinstead
one. of better, I think," said the elder
lady.
"It is very inexcusable in him if he stops to play with any
other
Mr.boys,"
Giles said
wasthe
apparently
young lady
considering
smiling. the propriety of in
dulging in a respectful smile himself, when a gig drove up to
the garden-gate, out of which there jumped a fat gentleman,
who ran straight up to the door, and getting quickly into the
house by some mysterious process, burst into the room, and
nearly
" I never
overturned
heard Mr.
of such
Gilesa and
thing
the! "breakfast-table
exclaimed thetogether.
fat gentle
man. " My dear Mrs. Maylie—bless my soul—in the silence
of With
night too—I
these expressions
never heard of such
condolence,
a thing !"the fat gentleman
shook hands with both ladies, and drawing up a chair, inquired
how
" You
theyought
foundtothemselves.
be dead positively dead with the fright," said
the fat gentleman. " Why didn't you send? Bless me, my
man should have come in a minute, and so would I, and my
assistant would have been delighted, or any body I'm sure, under
such circumstances ; dear, dear—so unexpected—in the silence
of The
nightdoctor
too!"seemed especially troubled by the fact of the rob
bery having been unexpected, and attempted in the night-time,
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as if it were the established custom of gentlemen in the house
breaking way to transact business at noon, and to make an
appointment
" And you,by
Miss
the Rose,"
twopenny
saidpost
the adoctor,
day orturning
two previous.
to the young
lady,
" Oh
" I! very" much so, indeed," said Rose, interrupting him ;
" but there is a poor creature up stairs whom aunt wishes you
to "Ah!
see." to be sure," replied the doctor, "so there is. That
was
Mr.your
Giles,
handiwork,
who hadGiles,
been Ifeverishly
understand."
putting the tea-cups to
rights,
" Honour,
blushedeh?"
very red,
said and
the said
doctor;
that he
"well,
had had
I don't
that honour.
know ;
perhaps it's as honourable to hit a thief in a back kitchen, as to
hit your man at twelve paces. Fancy that he fired in the air,
andMr.
you've
Giles,fought
who thought
a duel, Giles."
this light treatment of the matter an
unjust attempt at diminishing his glory, answered respectfully,
that it was not for the like of him to judge about that, but he
rather thought it was no joke to the opposite party.
" 'Gad, that's true ! " said the doctor. " Where is he? Show
me the way. I'll look in again as I come down, Mrs. Maylie.
That's the little window that he got in at, eh? Well, I couldn't
have believed it." Talking all the way, he followed Mr. Giles
up stairs; and while he is going up stairs, the reader may be
informed that Mr. Losberne, a surgeon in the neighbourhood ,
known through a circuit of ten miles round as " the doctor,"
had grown fat more from good humour than from good living,
and was as kind and hearty, and withal as eccentric an old ba
chelor, as will be found in five times that space by any explorer
alive.
The doctor was absent much longer than either he or the
ladies had anticipated. A large flat box was fetched out of the
gig, and a bedroom bell was rung very often, and the servants
ran up and down stairs perpetually ; from which tokens it was
justly concluded that something important was going on above.
At length he returned; and in reply to an anxious inquiry
after his patient, looked very mysterious, and closed the door
carefully.
" This is a very extraordinary thing, Mrs. Maylie," said the
doctor,
" He
Why,
standing
is not
thatinwould
danger,
with his
notIback
hope?
be an
to extraordinary
"the
said
door
theasoldif lady.
tothing,
keep under
it shut.the
circumstances," replied the doctor, " though I don't think he is.
Have
" No,"
you rejoined
seen this the
thief?
old"lady.
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" Nor
No."heard any thing about him? "
"I beg your pardon, ma'am," interposed Mr. Giles; "but
I was going to tell you about him when Doctor Losberne
came
Thein."
fact was, that Mr. Giles had not at Grst been able to bring
his mind to the avowal that he had only shot a boy. Such
commendations had been bestowed upon his bravery, that he
could not for the life of him help postponing the explanation for
a few delicious minutes, during which he had flourished in the
very
" Rose
zenithwished
of a brief
to see
reputation
the man,"
for undaunted
said Mrs. courage.
Maylie, " but I
wouldn't
"Humph!"
hear ofrejoined
it."
the doctor.

"There's nothing very

alarming in his appearance. Have you any objection to see him
in ""Then
my
If itpresence?"
beI necessary,"
think it is necessary,"
replied thesaid
old thedoctor;
lady, " certainly
" at all
not."
events

I am quite sure that you would deeply regret nothaving done so,
if you postponed it. He is perfectly quiet and comfortable now.
Allow me—Miss Rose, will you permit me ? Not the slightest
fear, I pledge you my honour."
With many more loquacious assurances that they would be
agreeably surprised in the aspect of the criminal, the doctor
drew the young lady's arm through one of his, and offering his
disengaged hand to Mrs. Maylie, led them with much ceremony
and stateliness up stairs.
"Now," said the doctor in a whisper, as he softly turned the
handle of a bedroom-door, " let us hear what you think of him.
He has not been shaved very recently, but he doesn't look at all
ferocious notwithstanding. Slop, though—let me see that he is
in visiting order first."
Stepping before them, he looked into the room, and motioning
them to advance, closed the door when they had entered, and
gently drew back the curtains of the bed. Upon it, in lieu of
the dogged, black-visaged ruffian they had expected to behold,
there lay a mere child, worn with pain and exhaustion, and
sunk into a deep sleep. His wounded arm, bound and splin
tered up, was crossed upon his breast, and his head reclined
upon the other, which was half hidden by his long hair as it
streamed
The honest
over the
gentleman
pillow. held the curtain in his hand, and
looked on for a minute or so, in silence. Whilst he was watch
ing the patient thus, the younger lady glided softly past, and seat
ing herself in a chair by the bedside gathered Oliver's hair from
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his face, and as she stooped over him her tears fell upon his fore
head.
The boy stirred and smiled in his sleep, as though these marks
of pity and compassion had awakened some pleasant dream of
a love and affection he had never known ; as a strain of gentle
music, or the rippling of water in a silent place, or the odour
of a flower, or even the mention of a familiar word, will some
times call up sudden dim remembrances of scenes that never
were, in this life, which vanish like a breath, and which some
brief memory of a happier existence long gone by, would seem
to have awakened, for no power of the human mind can ever
recal them.
"Whatcanthismean?"exclaimed the elder lady. "Thispoor
child can never have been the pupil of robbers ! "
"Vice," sighed the surgeon, replacing the curtain, " takes up
her abode in many temples, and who can say that a fair outside
shall
""My
But
notat
dear
enshrine
so early
young
her?"
anlady,"
age ! " rejoined
urged Rose.
the surgeon, mournfully
shaking his head, "crime, like death, is not confined to the old
and withered alone. The youngest and fairest are too often its
chosen
"But,victims."
can you—oh, sir ! can you really believe that this deli
cate boy has been the voluntary associate of the worst outcasts of
society?"
The surgeon
said Rose
shook
anxiously.
his head in a manner which intimated
that he feared it was very possible ; and observing that they
might disturb the patient, led the way into an adjoining apart
ment.
"But even if he has been wicked," pursued Rose, " think
how young he is ; think that he may never have known a
mother's love, or even the comfort of a home, and that ill-usage
and blows, or the want of bread, may have driven him to herd
with the men who have forced him to guilt. Aunt, dear aunt,
for mercy's sake think of this before you let them drag this sick
child to a prison, which in any case must be the grave of all his
chances of amendment. Oh ! as you love me, and know that I
have never felt the want of parents in your goodness and affec
tion, but that I might have done so, and might have been equally
helpless and unprotected with this poor child, have pity upon him
before
" Myitdear
is toolove
late."
! " said the elder lady, as she folded the weep
ing girl to her bosom ; "do you think I would harm a hair of
his"Oh,
head?"
no !" replied Rose, eagerly, "not you, aunt, not you ! "
" No," said the old lady with a trembling lip ; "my days are
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drawing to their close, and may mercy be shown to me as I show
it Mr.
to
" Let
others.
Losberne
me think,
"What
thrust
ma'am,"
canhis
I do
hands
said
to save
the
intodoctor,
him,
his pockets
sir"let
? " and
me think."
took seve

ral turns up and down the room, often stopping and balancing
himself on his toes, and frowning frightfully. After various ex
clamations of "I've got it now," and "no, I haven't," and as
many renewals of the walking and frowning, he at length made
a dead
" I think
halt, ifand
youspoke
give as
mefollows
a full : and unlimited commission to
bully Giles and that little boy, Brittles, I can manage it. He is a
faithful fellow and an old servant, I know ; but you can make it
up to him in a thousand ways, and reward him for being such a
good
"Unless
shot besides.
there is some
You other
don't way
object
of to
preserving
that ? " the child," re
plied
"There
Mrs. isMaylie.
no other," said the doctor. " No other, take my
word for it."
" Then aunt invests you with full power," said Rose, smiling
through her tears; "but pray don't be harder upon the poor
fellows
" Youthan
seemis to
indispensably
think," retorted
necessary."
the doctor, " that every body
is disposed to be hard-hearted to-day except yourself. I only
hope, for the sake of the rising male sex generally, that you may
first
be found
eligible
in asyoung
vulnerable
fellow and
whosoft-hearted
appeals to ayour
moodcompassion
by the very;
and I wish I were a young fellow that I might avail myself on
the spot of such a favourable opportunity for doing so, as the
present."
"You are as great a boy as poor Brittles himself," returned
Rose,
"Well,"
blushing.
said the doctor, laughing heartily, " that is no very
difficult matter. But to return to this boy : the great point of
our agreement is yet to come. He will wake in an hour or so, I
dare say ; and although I have told that thick-headed constablefellow down stairs that he mustn't be moved or spoken to, on
peril of his life, I think we may converse with him without
danger. Now, I make this stipulation—that I shall examine him
in your presence, and that if from what he says, we judge, and
I can show to the satisfaction of your cool reason, that he is a
real and thorough bad one (which is more than possible), he
shall be left to his fate, without any further interference on my
part,
" Oh
at yes,
all events."
no,
aunt
aunt !"
!" entreated
said the doctor.
Rose. " Is it a bargain?"
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" He cannot be hardened in vice," said Rose ; " it is impos
sible."
" Very good," retorted the doctor ; "then so much the more
reason
Finally
forthe
acceding
treaty was
to my
entered
proposition."
into, and the parties thereto sat
down
Thetopatience
wait with
of some
the two
impatience
ladies was
untildestined
Oliver should
to undergo
awake.a
longer trial than Mr. Losberne had led them to expect, for hour
after hour passed on, and still Oliver slumbered heavily. It was
evening, indeed, before the kind-hearted doctor brought them
the intelligence that he had at length roused sufficiently to be
spoken to. The boy was very ill, he said, and weak from the
loss of blood ; but his mind was so troubled with anxiety to dis
close something, that he deemed it better to give him the op
portunity than to insist upon his remaining quiet until next
morning,
The conference
which he was
should
a long
otherwise
one, for
have
Oliver
done.told them all his
simple history, and was often compelled to stop by pain and
want of strength. It was a solemn thing to hear, in the darkened
room, the feeble voice of the sick child recounting aweary cata
logue of evils and calamities which hard men had brought upon
him. Oh ! if, when we oppress and grind our fellow-creatures,
we bestowed but one thought on the dark evidences of human
error, which, like dense and heavy clouds are rising, slowly it
vengeance
is true, buton not
our less
heads—if
surely,wetoheard
Heaven,
but one
to pour
instant
their
in imagi
afternation the deep testimony of dead men's voices, which no power
can stifle and no pride shut out, where would be the injury and
injustice, the suffering, misery, cruelty, and wrong, that each
day's
Oliver's
life brings
pillowwith
wasiOsmoothed by woman's hands that night,
and loveliness and virtue watched him as he slept. He felt calm
and
The
happy,
momentous
and could
interview
have died
was
without
no sooner
a murmur.
concluded, and
Oliver composed to rest again, than the doctor, after wiping his
eyes and condemning them for being weak all at once, betook
himself down stairs to open upon Mr. Giles. And finding no
body about the parlours, it occurred to him that he could per
haps originate the proceedings with better effect in the kitchen ;
so,There
into the
were
kitchen
assembled
he went.
in that lower house of the domestic
parliament, the women-servants, Mr. Brittles, Mr. Giles, the
tinker (who had received a special invitation to regale himself
for the remainder of the day in consideration of his services),
and the constable. The latter gentleman had a large staff, a
large head, large features, and large half-boots, and looked as if
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he had been taking a proportionate allowance of ale, as indeed
heThe
had.adventures of the previous night were still under discus
sion, for Mr. Giles was expatiating upon his presence of mind
when the doctor entered ; and Mr. Brittles, with a mug of ale
in his hand, was corroborating every thing before his superior
said
" Sit
it. still," said the doctor, waving his hand.
"Thauk you, sir," said Mr. Giles. " Misses wished some ale
to be given out, sir, and as I felt noways inclined for my own
little room, sir, and disposed for company, I am taking mine
among
Brittles
'emheaded
here."a low murmur by which the ladies and gentle
men generally, were understood to express the gratification
they derived from Mr. Giles's condescension ; and Mr. Giles
looked round with a patronising air, as much as to say that so
long as they behaved properly, he would never desert them.
""So-so;"
How is thereturned
patient to-night,
the doctor.
sir?""Iasked
am afraid
Giles. you have got
yourself
" I hope
into
youa don't
scrapemean
there,
to Mr.
say, Giles."
sir," said Mr. Giles, trembling,
" that he's going to die. If I thought it, I should never be happy
again. I wouldn't cut a boy off, no, not even Brittles here, not
for"That's
all the plate
not the
in point,"
the country,
said the
sir."doctor, mysteriously. "Mr.
Giles,
"Yes,
are sir,
you Ia Protestant
hope so;"? "faltered Mr. Giles, who had turned
very
" And
pale.what are you, boy?" said the doctor, turning sharply
upon
"Lord
Brittles.
bless me, sir!" replied Brittles, starting violently;
"—both
I'm
" Then
theofsame
tell
you me
;asare
Mr.
this,"
youGiles,
said
goingsir."
the
to take
doctor,
upon
fiercely,
yourselves
" both
to of
swear
you
that that boy up stairs is the boy that was put through the little
window last night? Out with it! Come; we are prepared for
you."
tempered
The doctor,
creatures
who on
wasearth,
universally
made this
considered
demand in
onesuch
of the
a dread
bestful tone of anger, that Giles and Brittles, who were considerably
muddled by ale and excitement, stared at each other in a state
of "Pay
stupefaction.
attention to the reply, constable, will you?" said the
doctor, shaking his forefinger with great solemnity of manner,
and tapping the bridge of his nose with it, to bespeak the exer-
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cise of that worthy's utmost acuteness. " Something may come
of The
this before
constable
long."
looked as wise as he could, and took up his
corner.
staff
"It's
of office
a simple
whichquestion
had beenofreclining
identity,indolently
you will inobserve,"
the chimneysaid

the" doctor.
That's what it is, sir," replied the constable, coughing with
great violence ; for he had finished his ale in a hurry, and some
of it" Here
had gone
's a house
the wrong
broken
way.
into," said the doctor, " and a cou
ple of men catch one moment's glimpse of a boy in the midst of
gunpowder-smoke, and in all the distraction of alarm and dark
ness. Here 's a boy comes to that very same house next morn
ing, and because he happens to have his arm tied up, these men
lay violent hands upon him—by doing which, they place his life
in great danger—and swear he is the thief. Now, the question
is, whether these men are justified by the fact, and if not, what
situation do they place themselves in ?"
The constable nodded profoundly, and said that if that wasn't
law,
" Ihe
askshould
you again,"
be gladthundered
to know what
the doctor,
was. " are you on your
solemn
Brittles
oaths
looked
able to
doubtfully
identify that
at Mr.
boy ?"Giles, Mr. Giles looked
doubtfully at Brittles ; the constable put his hand behind his ear
to catch the reply ; the two women and the tinker leant forward
to listen ; and the doctor glanced keenly round, when a ring
was heard at the gate, and at the same moment the sound of
wheels.
"It's the runners!" cried Brittles, to all appearance much
relieved.
""The
The Bow-street
what! " exclaimed
officers,the
sir,"
doctor,
replied
aghast
Brittles,
in histaking
turn. up a
candle, "me and Mr. Giles sent for 'em this morning."
" What
Yes," !"
replied
criedBrittles,
the doctor.
" I sent a message up by the coach
man,
" You
and did,
I only
didwonder
you? they
Thenweren't
confound
here your—slow
before, sir." coaches
down here ; that's all," said the doctor, walking away.
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CHAPTER XXX.

INVOLVES A CRITICAL POSITION.

"Who's that?" inquired Brittles, opening the door a little
way with the chain up, and peeping out, shading the candle
with
"Open
his hand.
the door," replied a man outside; " it's the officers
from
Much
Bow-street
comforted
as was
by sent
thisto,assurance,
to-day." Brittles opened the
door to its full width, and confronted a portly man in a great
coat who walked in without saying any thing more, and wiped
his"shoes
Just send
on the
somebody
mat as coolly
out to as
relieve
if he my
lived
mate,
there.
will you, young
man?" said the officer: "he's in the gig minding the prad.
Have you got a coach'us here that you could put it up in
forBrittles
five or ten
replying
minutes
in ?"the affirmative, and pointing out the
building, the portly man stepped back to the garden-gate, and
helped his companion to put up the gig, while Brittles lighted
them, in a state of great admiration. This done, they returned
to the house, and, being shown into a parlour, took off their
great-coats and hats, and showed like what they were. The
man who had knocked at the door was a stout personage
of middle height, aged about fifty, with shiny black hair cropped
pretty close, half-whiskers, a round face, and sharp eyes. The
. favoured
other
" Tell
wasyour
countenance,
a red-headed
governorbony
and
thataman
Blathers
turned-up
in top-boots,
and
sinister-looking
Duff
withis a here,
rather
nose.
will
illyou?" said the stouter man, smoothing down his hair, and
laying a pair of handcuffs on the table. " Oh ! Good evening,
master. Can I have a word or two with you in private, if you
please
This?"was addressed to Mr. Losberne, who now made his
appearance; that gentleman, motioning Brittles to 'retire,
brought
" Thisinis the
the two
lady,ladies
of theand
house,"
shut the
saiddoor.
Mr. Losberne, motioningMr.
towards
Blathers
Mrs.made
Maylie.
a bow, and being desired to sit down, put
his hat upon the floor, and, taking a chair, motioned Duff to do
the same. The latter gentleman, who did not appear quite so
much accustomed to good society or quite so much at his ease
in it, one of the two, seated himself after undergoing several

OLIVER TWIST.

195

muscular affections of the limbs, and forced the head of his stick
into
" Now,
his mouth
with with
regard
sometoembarrassment.
this here robbery, master," said
Blathers.
Mr. Losberne,
"What who
are the
appeared
circumstances?"
desirous of gaining time,
recounted them at great length and with much circumlocution :
Messrs. Blathers and Duff looking very knowing meanwhile,
and occasionally exchanging a nod.
" I can't say for certain till I see the place, of course," said
Blathers ; " but my opinion at once is, —I don't mind com
mitting myself to that extent,—that this wasn't done by a yokel
—eh, Duff?"
""And,
Certainly
translating
not," replied
the word
Duff. yokel, for the benefit of the
ladies, I apprehend your meaning to be that this attempt was not
made
" That's
by a countryman?"
it, master," replied
said Mr.
Blathers.
Losberne
"This
withisa all
smile.
about the
robbery,
" All,"
Now,isreplied
what
it?" isthe
thisdoctor.
about this here boy that the servants are
talking
" Nothing
of?" said
at all,"
Blathers.
replied the doctor. " One of the frightened
servants chose to take it into his head that he had something to
do with this attempt to break into the house ; but it's nonsense—
sheer
" Wery
absurdity."
easy disposed of it is," remarked Duff.
" What he says is quite correct," observed Blathers, nodding
his head in a confirmatory way, and playing carelessly with the
handcuffs, as if they were a pair of castanets. " Who is
the boy? What account does he give of himself? Where did
he come from? He didn't drop out of the clouds, did he,
master?"
" Of course not," replied the doctor with a nervous glance at
the two ladies. " I know his whole history ; — but we can talk
about that presently. You would like to see the place where
the thieves made their attempt, first, I suppose ?"
"Certainly," rejoined Mr. Blathers. " We had better inspect
the premises first, and examine the servants arterwards. That's
theLights
usual way
wereofthen
doingprocured,
business."and Messrs. Blathers and Duff,
attended
body else by
in short,
the native
went into
constable,
the littleBrittles,
room at Giles,
the endand
of theevery
pas
sage and looked out at .the window, and afterwards went round
byway of the lawn and looked in at the window, and after that
had a candle handed out to inspect the shutter with, and
after that a lantern to trace the footsteps with, and after thai a
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pitchfork to poke the bushes with. This done amidst the
breathless interest of all beholders, they came in again, and Mr.
Giles and Brittles were put through a melodramatic representa
tion of their share in the previous night's adventures, which they
performed some six times over, contradicting each other in not
more than one important respect the first time, and in not more
than a dozen the last. This consummation being arrived at,
Blathers and Duff cleared the room, and held a long council
together, compared with which, for secrecy and solemnity,
a consultation of great doctors on the knottiest point in medicine
would
Meanwhile,
be merethe
child's
doctor
play.
walked up and down the next room in
a very uneasy state, and Mrs. Maylie and Rose looked on with
anxious
" Uponfaces.
my word," he said, making a halt after a greatnumber
of "very
Surely,"
rapid turns,
said Rose,
" I hardly
" theknow
poorwhat
child's
to do."
story faithfully
repeated
" I doubt
to these
it, mymen,
dearwill
young
be sufficient
lady," said
to exonerate
the doctor,
him."
shaking
his head. " I don't think it would exonerate him, either with
them or with legal functionaries of a higher grade. What is
he, after all, they would say?—a runaway. Judged by mere
world considerations and probabilities, his story is a very doubt
ful"one."
You credit it, surely?" interrupted Rose in haste.
" / believe it, strange as it is, and perhaps may be an old
fool for doing so," rejoined the doctor : " but I don't think
it is" Why
exactly
Because,
not?"
themy
tale
demanded
pretty
for a practised
cross-examiner,"
Rose. police-officer,
replied
nevertheless."
the doctor,

" because, viewed with their eyes, there are so many ugly points
about it; he can only prove the parts that look bad, and none of
those that look well. Confound the fellows, they will have the
why and the wherefore, and take nothing for granted. On his
own showing, you see he has been the companion of thieves for
some time past ; he has been carried to a police-office on a charge
of picking a gentleman's pocket, and is taken away forcibly from
that gentleman's house to a place which he cannot describe or
point out, and of the situation of which he has not the remotest
idea. He is brought down to Chertsey by men who seem to
have taken a violent fancy to him, whether he will or no, and
put through a window to rob a house, and then, just at the very
moment when he is going to alarm the inmates, and so do the
very thing that would set him all to rights, there rushes into the
way that blundering dog of a half-bred butler, and shoots him,
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as if on purpose to prevent his doing any good for himself.
Don't
" I you
see it,
seeof
all course,"
this ?" replied Rose, smiling at the doctor's
impetuosity; " but still I do not see any thing in it to criminate
the" poor
No,"child."
replied the doctor ; " of course not ! Bless the bright
eyes of your sex ! They never see, whether for good or bad,
more than one side of any question, and that is, invariably, the
oneHaving
whichgiven
first presents
vent to this
itselfresult
to them."
of experience, the doctor put
his hands into his pockets, and walked up and down the room
with
" The
evenmore
greater
I think
rapidity
of it,"
thansaid
before.
the doctor, " the more I see
that it will occasion endless trouble and difficulty to put these
men into possession of the boy's real story. I am certain it will
not be believed ; and even if they can do nothing to him in the
end, still the dragging it forward, and giving publicity to all the
doubts that will be cast upon it, must interfere materially with
your
" Oh
benevolent
! what isplan
to beofdone?"
rescuingcried
him Rose.
from misery."
" Dear, dear ! why
did"Why,
they send
indeed!"
for these
exclaimed
people?" Mrs. Maylie.

"I would not

have
" All
hadI them
knowhere
is," said
for the
Mr.world."
Losberne at last, sitting down with
a kind of desperate calmness, " that we must try and carry it off
with a bold face, that's all. The object is a good one, and that
must be the excuse. The boy has strong symptoms of fever
upon him, and is in no condition to be talked to any more ;
that's one comfort. We must make the best of it we can ; and
if bad
" Well,
is themaster,"
best, it is said
no fault
Blathers,
of ours.
entering
Comethe
in."room, followed
by his colleague, and making the door fast before he said any
more.
" And" what
This the
warn't
devil's
a put-up
a put-up
thing."
thing?" demanded the doctor
impatiently.
" We call it a put-up robbery, ladies," said Blathers, turning
to them, as if he compassioned their ignorance, but had a con
tempt
" Wery
Nobody
for the
likely
suspected
doctor's,
not, ma'am,"
"them
when
inreplied
this
the servants
case,"
Blathers,
said
is inMrs.
"it."
butMaylie.
they might
have
" We
More
beenfind
likely
in it,
it was
for
on that
all
a town
that."
wery
hand,"
account,"
said Blathers,
said Duff.continuing his
report;
" Wery
" for
pretty
the style
indeed,
of it
work
is," isremarked
first-rate."
Duff in an under tone.
"There was two of 'em in it," continued Blathers, "and
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they had a boy with 'em; that's plain from the size of the
window. That's all to be said at present. We'll see this lad
that
" Perhaps
you've got
theyupwill
stairs
takeatsomething
once, if you
to drink
please."
first, Mrs. Maylie?"
said the doctor, his face brightening up as if some new thought
had occurred to him.
" Oh ! To be sure ! " exclaimed Rose eagerly. " You shall
sleeve
thing
have
" Why,
itthat's
across
immediately,
thank
handy,
his mouth
you
miss;
if miss
you
: " don't
it's
will."
!" said
dry
putwork
Blathers,
yourself
this sort
out
drawing
of the
duty.
his
way
coatAny
on

our" accounts."
What shall it be?" asked the doctor, following the young
lady
" Atolittle
the sideboard.
drop of spirits, master, if it's all the same," replied
Blathers. " It's a cold ride from London, ma'am, and I always
find
This
thatinteresting
spirits comes
communication
home warmer
wastoaddressed
the feelings."
to Mrs. Maylie,
who received it very graciously. While it was being conveyed
to "Ah!"
her, thesaid
doctor
Mr.slipped
Blathers,
out not
of the
holding
room.his wine-glass by the
stem, but grasping the bottom between the thumb and forefinger
of his left hand, and placing it in front of his chest. "I have
seen a good many pieces of business like this in my time,
ladies."
"That crack down in the back lane at Edmonton, Blathers,"
said
"That
Mr. Duff,
was something
assisting his
in colleague's
this way, warn't
memory.
it?" rejoined Mr,
Blathers
"You ;always
"that was
gavedone
that by
to him,"
Conkey
replied
Chickweed,
Duff. that
"It was."
was the
Family Pet, I tell you, and Conkey hadn't any more to do with
it than
" GetI out!
had."
" retorted Mr. Blathers : " I know better. Do you
mind that time Conkey was robbed of his money though ? What
a start that was ! better than any novel-book I ever see ! "
" What was that?" inquired Rose, anxious to encourage any
symptoms
"It wasofa goodhumour
robbery, miss,
in the
thatunwelcome
hardly anyvisiters.
body would have
been down upon," said Blathers. "This here Conkey Chickweed
"
" Conkey
Of course
means
the lady
Nosey,
knows
ma'am,"
that, don't
interposed
she?"Duff.
demanded Mr.
Blathers. " Always interrupting you are, partner. This here
Conkey Chickweed, miss, kept a public-house over Battle-bridge
way, and had a cellar where a good many young lords went to
see cocklighting, and badger-drawing, and that; and a wery in
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tellectual manner the sports was conducted in, for I've seen 'em
ofFen. He warn't one of the family at that time, and one night
he was robbed of three hundred and twenty-seven guineas in a
canvass bag, that was stole out of his bedroom in the dead of
night by a tall man with a black patch over his eye, who had
concealed himself under the bed, and, after committing the
robbery, jumped slap out of window, which was only a story
high. He was wery quick about it. But Conkey was quick,
too, for he was woke by the noise, and, darting out of bed, fired
a blunderbuss arter him, and roused the neighbourhood. They
set up a hue-and-cry directly, and, when they came to look about
'em, found that Conkey had hit the robber; for there was
traces of blood all the way to some palings a good distance off,
and there they lost 'em. However, he had made off with the
blunt, and, consequently, the name of Mr. Chickweed, licensed
witler, appeared in the Gazette among the other bankrupts ;
and all manner of benefits and subscriptions, and I don't know
what all, was got up for the poor man, who was in a wery low
state of mind about his loss, and went up and down the streets
for three or four days, pulling his hair off in such a desperate
manner that many people was afraid he might be going to make
away with himself. One day he come up to the office all in a
hurry, and had a private interview with the magistrate, who,
after a good deal of talk, rings the bell, and orders Jem Spyers
in (Jem was a active officer), and tells him to go and assist Mr.
Chickweed in apprehending the man as robbed his house. ' I
see him, Spyers,' said Chickweed, 'pass my house yesterday
morning.'—'Why didn't you up, and collar him?' says Spyers.
'I was so struck all of a heap that you might have fractured my
skull with a toothpick,' says the poor man ; ' but we're sure to
have him, for between ten and eleven o'clock at night he passed
again.' Spyers no sooner heard this, than he put some clean
linen and a comb in his pocket, in case he should have to stop a
day or two ; and away he goes, and sets himself down at one of
the public-house windows behind a little red curtain, with his
hat on, all ready to bolt at a moment's notice. He was smoking
his pipe here late at night, when all of a sudden Chickweed
roars out—'Here he is! Stop thief! Murder!' Jem Spyers
dashes out; and there he sees Chickweed tearing down the
street full-cry. Away goes Spyers ; on keeps Chickweed ; round
turns
weed the
himself
people
keeps
; every
on shouting
body roars
all out
the 'time
Thieves
like ! mad.
" and ChickSpyers
loses sight of him a minute as he turns a corner—shoots round
—sees
me!' says
a little
Chickweed,
crowd—dives
'I've lost
in. him
'Which
again!is' the man?'—'D—
" It was a remarkable occurrence, but he warn't to be seen
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nowhere, so they went back to the public-house, and next
morning Spyers took his old place, and looked out from behind
the curtain for a tall man with a black patch over his eye, till his
own two eyes ached again. At last he couldn't help shutting
'em to ease 'em a minute, and the very moment he did so, he
hears Chickweed roaring out, ' Here he is!' Off he starts once
more, with Chickweed half-way down the street ahead of him;
and after twice as long a run as the yesterday's one, the man's
lost again ! This was done once or twice more, till one half the
neighbours gave out that Mr. Chickweed had been robbed by
the devil, who was playing tricks with him arterwards, and the
other half, that poor Mr. Chickweed had gone mad with grief."
" What did Jem Spyers say?" inquired the doctor, who had
returned to the room shortly after the commencement of the
story.
" Jem Spyers," resumed the officer, " for a long time said
nothing at all, and listened to every thing without seeming to,
which showed he understood his business. But one morning
he walked into the bar, and, taking out his snuff-box, said,
' Chickweed, I've found out who's done this here robbery.'—
' Have you?' said Chickweed. ' Oh, my dear Spyers, only let/
me have wengeance, and I shall die contented ! Oh, my dear:', '
Spyers, where is the villain?'—'Come!' said Spyers, offering"
self.'
him a pinch
So heofhad,
snuff,
and' none
a goodofbit
that
ofgammon
money he
! had
You made
did it by
your-^C
it,
too ; and nobody would ever have found it out if he hadn't been
so precious anxious to keep up appearances, that's more!" said
Mr. Blathers, putting down his wine-glass, and clinking the
handcuffs
" Very curious,
together.indeed," observed the doctor. " Now; if you
please, you can walk up stairs."
"If you please, sir," returned Mr. Blathers. And, closely
following Mr. Losberne, the two officers ascended to Oliver's
bedroom, Mr. 'Giles preceding the party with a lighted candle.
Oliver had been dozing, but looked worse, and was more
feverish than he had appeared yet. Being assisted by the doctor,
he managed to sit up in bed for a minute or so, and looked at the
strangers without at all understanding what was going forward,
and, in fact, without seeming to recollect where he was, or what
had" This,"
been passing.
said Mr. Losberne, speaking softly, but with great
vehemence notwithstanding, " this is the lad, who, being acci
dentally wounded by a spring-gun in some boyish trespass on
Mr. What-d'ye-call-him's grounds at the back here, comes to
the house for assistance this morning, and is immediately laid
hold of, and maltreated by that ingenious gentleman with the
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candle in his hand, who has placed his life in considerable danger,
as Messrs.
I can professionally
Blathers andcertify:"
Duff looked at Mr. Giles as he was thus
recommended to their notice, and the bewildered butler gazed
berne,
from
" You
them
with
don't
towards
a most
meanludicrous
Oliver,
to denyand
mixture
that,from
I suppose?"
ofOliver
fear and
towards
said
perplexity.
the
Mr.
doctor,
Loslaying
" It Oliver
was allgently
done for
down
the—for
again.the best, sir !" answered Giles.
" I am sure I thought it was the boy, or I wouldn't have meddled
with
" The
Thought
him.housebreaker's
I am
it was
notwhat
of an
boy,
boy?"
inhuman
sir !"
inquired
replied
disposition,
the
Giles.
senior
sir."
" They—they
officer.
certainly had a boy."
" Think
Well, do
what,
you now?"
think so
replied
now?"Giles,
inquired
looking
Blathers.
vacantly at his
questioner.
" Think it's the same boy, stupid-head ?" rejoined Mr. Blathers
impatiently.
" I don't know ; I really don't know," said Giles, with a rueful
countenance.
" What
I don'tdoknow
you
" I what
think?"
couldn't
to think,"
asked
swearMr.
to
replied
him."
Blathers.
poor Giles. " I don't
think it is the boy ; indeed I'm almost certain that it isn't. You
know it can't be."
" Has this man been a-drinking, sir?" inquired Blathers,
turning
" What
to the
a precious
doctor. muddle-headed chap you are !" said Duff,
addressing
Mr. Losberne
Mr. Giles
had been
with supreme
feeling the
contempt.
patient's pulse during this
short dialogue ; but he now rose from the chair by the bedside,
and remarked, that if the officers had any doubts upon the
subject, they would perhaps like to step into the next room, and
have
Acting
Brittles
uponbefore
this suggestion,
them.
they adjourned to a neighbouring
apartment, where Mr. Brittles, being called in, involved himself
and his respected superior in such a wonderful maze of fresh
contradictions and impossibilities as tended to throw no particu
lar light upon any thing save the fact of his own strong mystifi
cation ; except, indeed, his declarations that he shouldn't know
the real boy if he were put before him that instant : that he had
only taken Oliver to be he because Mr. Giles had said he was,
and that Mr. Giles had five minutes previously admitted in the
kitchen that he began to be very much afraid he had been a little
tooAmong
hasty. other ingenious surmises, the question was then raised
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whether Mr. Giles had really hit any body, and upon examina
tion of the fellow pistol to that which he bad fired, it turned out
to have no more destructive loading than gunpowder and brown
paper :—a discovery which made a considerable impression on
every body but the doctor, who had drawn the ball about ten
minutes before. Upon no one, however, did it make a greater
impression than on Mr. Giles himself, who, after labouring for
some
creature,
hours
eagerly
undercaught
the fearatofthis
having
new mortally
idea, andwounded
favouredaitfellowto the
utmost. Finally, the officers, without troubling themselves very
much about Oliver, left the Chertsey constable in the house, and
took up their rest for that night in the town, promising to return
next
With
morning.
the next morning there came a rumour that two men
and a boy were in the cage at Kingston, who had been appre
hended over-night under suspicious circumstances ; and to
Kingston Messrs. Blathers and Duff journeyed accordingly.
The suspicious circumstances, however, resolving themselves,
on investigation, into the one fact that they had been discovered
sleeping under a haystack, which, although a great crime, is
only punishable by imprisonment, and is, in the merciful eye of
the English law, and its comprehensive love of all the King's
subjects, held to be no satisfactory proof in the absence of all
other evidence, that the sleeper or sleepers have committed
burglary accompanied with violence, and have therefore ren
dered themselves liable to the punishment of death,—Messrs.
Blathers
In short,
and Duff
after came
someback
moreagain
examination,
as wise as they
and went.
a great deal
more conversation, a neighbouring magistrate was readily in
duced to take the joint bail of Mrs. Maylie and Mr. Losberne
for Oliver's appearance if he should ever be called upon ; and
Blathers and Duff, being rewarded with a couple of guineas,
returned to town with divided opinions on the subject of their
expedition : the latter gentleman, on a mature consideration of
all the circumstances, inclining to the belief that the burglarious
attempt had originated with the Family Pet, and the former
being equally disposed to concede the full merit of it to the great
Mr. Conkey Chickweed.
Meanwhile Oliver gradually throve and prospered under the
united care of Mrs. Maylie, Rose, and the kind-hearted Mr.
Losberne. If fervent prayers gushing from hearts overcharged
with gratitude be heard in heaven—and if they be not, what
prayers are ?—the blessings which the orphan child called down
upon them, sunk into their souls, diffusing peace and happiness.
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CHAPTER XXXI.

OF THE HAPPY LIFE OLIVER BEGAN TO LEAD WITH HIS KIND FRIENDS.

Oliver's ailings were neither slight nor few. In addition to
the pain and delay attendant upon a broken limb, his exposure
to the wet and cold had brought on fever and ague, which hung
about him for many weeks, and reduced him sadly. But at
length be began by slow degrees to get better, and to be able to
say sometimes, in a few tearful words, how deeply he felt the
goodness of the two sweet ladies, and how ardently he hoped
that when he grew strong and well again he could do something
to
seeshow
the love
his gratitude
and duty; 'with
only something
which his which
breast was
would
fulllet
; some
them .
thing, however slight, which would prove to them that their
gentle kindness had not been cast away, but that the poor boy,
whom their charity had rescued from misery or death, was
eager
" Poor
and fellow
anxious!" tosaid
serveRose,
themwhen
with Oliver
all his heart
had been
and soul.
one day
feebly endeavouring to utter the words of thankfulness that rose
to his pale lips,—" you shall have many opportunities of serving
us, if you will. We are going into the country, and my aunt
intends that you shall accompany us. The quiet place, the pure
air, and all the pleasures and beauties of spring, will restore you
in a few days, and we will employ you in a hundred ways when
you" The
can bear
trouble!"
the trouble."
cried Oliver. " Oh ! dear lady, if I could
but work for you—if I could only give you pleasure by watering
your flowers, or watching your birds, or running up and down
the whole day long to make you happy, what would I give
to do it ?"
" You shall give nothing at all," said Miss Maylie, smiling :
" for, as I told you before, we shall employ you in a hundred
ways ; and if you only take half the trouble to please us that
you" promise
Happy, ma'am
now, you
!" cried
will make
Oliverme; "very
oh,happy
how kind
indeed."
of you to
say" so
You
!" will make me happier than I can tell you," replied the
young lady. " To think that my dear good aunt should have
been the means of rescuing any one from such sad misery as
you have described to us, would be an unspeakable pleasure to
me ; but to know that the object of her goodness and com
passion was sincerely grateful and attached in consequence,
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would delight me more than you can well imagine. Do you
understand
" Oh yes,me?"
ma'am,
she inquired,
yes ! " replied
watching
Oliver,
Oliver's
eagerly
thoughtful
; "but Iface.
was
thinking
" To the
whom
that
kind
I?"am
gentleman
inquired
ungrateful
the
andnow."
young
the dear
lady.old nurse who took so
much care of me before," rejoined Oliver. " If they knew how
happy
"I Iamam,sure
theythey
would
would,"
be pleased,
rejoined
I am Oliver's
sure." benefactress ;
" and Mr. Losberhe has already been kind enough to promise
that when you are well enough to bear the journey he will carry
you" to
Has
seehe,
them."
ma'am!" cried Oliver, his face brightening with
pleasure. " I don't know what I shall do for joy when I see their
kind
In afaces
short
once
timeagain
Oliver
! " was sufficiently recovered to undergo
thefatigue
berne set out
of this
accordingly
expeditionin; aand
little
onecarriage
morning
which
he and
belonged
Mr. Losto
Mrs. Maylie. When they came to Chertsey Bridge, Oliver
turned
" What's
very the
pale,matter
and uttered
with thea boy
loud! "exclamation.
cried the doctor, as usual
all in a bustle. " Do you see any thing—hear any thing—feel
any" That,
thing—eh
sir,"? "cried Oliver, pointing out of the carriage win
dow.
" Yes;
"That
well,house!"
what of it? Stop, coachman. Pull up here,"
cried
"The
the doctor.
thieves —
" the
Whathouse
of thethey
house,
took
myme
man—eh?"
to," whispered
Oliver.
" The devil it is ! " cried the doctor. " Halloa, there ! let me
out ! " But before the coachman could dismount from his box
he had tumbled out of the coach by some means or other, and,
running down to the deserted tenement, began kicking at the
door like a madman.
" Halloa ! " said a little ugly hump-backed man, opening the
door so suddenly that the doctor, from the very impetus of his
last kick, nearly fell forward into the passage. " What's the
matter here!"
" Matter! " exclaimed the other, collaring him without a mo
ment's
" There'll
reflection.
be murder,
" A good
too,"
deal.
replied
Robbery
the hump-backed
is the matter."man,
coolly,
" I hear
" if you
you,"
don't
saidtake
the your
doctor,
hands
giving
off. his
Docaptive
you hear
a hearty
me? "
shake. " Where's—confound the fellow, what's his rascally
name—Sikes
The hump-backed
—that's it.manWhere's
stared as
Sikes,
if in you
excess
thief?"
of amazement
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and indignation ; and, twisting himself dexterously from the doc
tor's grasp, growled forth a volley of horrid oaths, and retired
into the house. Before he could shut the door, however, the
doctor had passed into the parlour without a word of parley.
He looked anxiously round : not an article of furniture, not a
vestige of any thing, animate or inanimate, not even the position
of "theNow,"
cupboards,
said the
answered
hump-backed
Oliver'sman,
description
who had
! watched him
keenly, " what do you mean by coming into my house in this
violent way ? Do you want to rob me, or to murder me ?—which
is it?"
" Did you ever know a man come out to do either in a cha
riot and pair, you ridiculous old vampire?" said the irritable
doctor.
" What do you want, then?" demanded the hunchback,
fiercely. " Will you take yourself off before I do you a mischief?
curse
" Asyou
soon
! " as I think proper," said Mr. Losberne, looking into
the other parlour, which, like the first, bore no resemblance
whatever to Oliver's account of it. "I shall find you out some
day,
" Will
my friend."
you ? " sneered the ill-favoured cripple. " If you ever
want me, I'm here. I haven't lived here mad, and all alone, for
five-and-twenty years, to be scared by you. You shall pay for
this; you shall pay for this." And so saying, the mis-shapen
little demon set up a hideous yell , and danced upon the ground
as "if Stupid
frantic enough,
with rage.this," muttered the doctor to himself :
" the boy must have made a mistake. There ; put that in your
pocket, and shut yourself up again." With these words he
flung the hunchback a piece of money, and returned to the
carriage.
The man followed to the chariot door, uttering the wildest
imprecations and curses all the way ; but as Mr. Losberne turned
to speak to the driver, he looked into the carriage, and eyed
Oliver for an instant with a glance so sharp and fierce, and at
the same time so furious and vindictive, that, waking or sleep
ing, he could not forget it for months afterwards. He continued
to utter the most fearful imprecations until the driver had re
sumed his seat, and when they were once more on their way,
they could see him some distance behind, beating his feet
upon the ground, and tearing his hair in transports of frenzied
rage.
" I am an ass ! " said the doctor, after a long silence. " Did
you know that before, Oliver?"
" No, sir."

206

OLIVER TWIST.

" Then
An ass,"
don'tsaid
forget
the itdoctor
anotheragain,
time."after a further silence of
some minutes. " Even if it had been the right place, and the
right fellows had been there, what could I have done singlehanded ? And if I had had assistance , I see no good that I
should have done except leading to my own exposure, and an
unavoidable statement of the manner in which I have hushed up
this business. That would have served me right, though. I am
always involving myself in some scrape or other by acting upon
these impulses, and it might have done me good."
Now the fact was, that the excellent doctor had never acted
upon any thing else but impulse all through his life ; and it was
no bad compliment to the nature of the impulses which governed
him, that so far from being involved in any peculiar troubles or
misfortunes, he had the warmest respect and esteem of all who
knew him. If the truth must be told, he was a little out of
temper for a minute or two at being disappointed in procuring
corroborative evidence of Oliver's story on the very first occa
sion on which he had a chance of obtaining any. He soon came
round again, however, and finding that Oliver's replies to his
questions were still as straightforward and consistent, and still
delivered with as much apparent sincerity and truth, as they had
ever been, he made up his mind to attach full credence to them
from
lowAsresided,
that
Oliver
time
knew
they
forth.
were
the name
enabled
of the
to drive
streetstraight
in which
thither.
Mr. BrownWhen

the coach turned into it, his heart beat so violently that he could
scarcely
" Now,draw
my his
boy,breath.
which house is it?" inquired Mr. Losberne.
"That, -that!" replied Oliver, pointing eagerly out of the
window. " The white house. Oh ! make haste ! Pray make
haste ! I feel as if I shoud die : it makes me tremble so."
"Come, come!" said the good doctor, patting him on the
shoulder. " You will see them directly, and they will be over
joyed
" Ohto! find
I hope
you safe
so!"and
cried
well.'"
Oliver. " They were so good to
me ; so very very good to me, sir."
The coach rolled on. It stopped. No ; that was the wrong
house. The next door. It went on a few paces, and stopped
again. Oliver looked up at the windows with tears of happy ex
pectation
Alas ! the
coursing
white house
down was
his face.
empty, and there was a bill in the
window—" To Let. "
" Knock at the next door," cried Mr. Losberne, taking Oli
ver's arm in his. " What has become of Mr. Brownlow, who
used to live in the adjoining house, do you know ! "
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The servant did not know ; but would go and inquire. She
presently returned, and said that Mr. Brownlow had sold off his
goods, and gone to the West Indies six weeks before. Oliver
clasped his hands, and sank feebly backwards.
" Has his housekeeper gone too?" inquired Mr. Losberne,
after
"Yes,
a moment's
sir;" replied
pause.the servant. "The old gentleman, the
housekeeper, and a gentleman, a friend of Mr. Brownlow's, all
went
" Then
together."
turn towards home again," said Mr. Losberne to the
driver, " and don't stop to bait the horses till you get out of this
confounded
" The book-stall
Londonkeeper,
?"
sir?" said Oliver. " I know the way
there.
" MySee
poor
him,
boy,pray
thissir!
is disappointment
Do see him! " enough for one day,"
said the doctor. " Quite enough for both of us. If we go to the
book-stall keeper's we shall certainly find that he is dead, or has
set his house on fire, or run away. No ; home again straight !"
And, in obedience to the doctor's first impulse, home they
went.
This bitter disappointment caused Oliver much sorrow and
grief even in the midst of his happiness ; for he had pleased
himself many times during his illness with thinking of all that
Mr. Brownlow and Mrs. Bedwin would say to him, and what
delight it would be to tell them how many long days and nights
he had passed in reflecting upon what they had done for him,
and in bewailing his cruel separation from them. The hope of
eventually clearing himself with them, too, and explaining how
he had been forced away, had buoyed him up and sustained
him under many of his recent trials ; and now the idea that they
should have gone so far, and carried with them the belief that
he was an impostor and a robber,—a belief which might remain
uncontradicted to his dying day,—was almost more than he
could
Thebear.
circumstance occasioned no alteration, however, in the
behaviour of his benefactors. After another fortnight, when the
fine warm weather had fairly begun, and every tree and flower
was putting forth its young leaves and rich blossoms, they
made preparations for quitting the house at Chertsey for some
months. Sending the plate which had so excited the Jew's cu
pidity to the banker's, and leaving Giles and another servant in
care of the house, they departed for a cottage some distance in
theWho
country,
can describe
and tookthe
Oliver
pleasure
with and
them.
delight, the peace of mind
and soft tranquillity, which the sickly boy felt in the balmy air,
and among the green hills and rich woods of an inland village !
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"Who can tell how scenes of peace and quietude sink into the
minds of pain-worn dwellers in close and noisy places, and carry
their own freshness deep into their jaded hearts ? Men who
have lived in crowded pent-up streets, through whole lives of
toil, and never wished for change ; men to whom custom has
indeed been second nature, and who have come almost to love
each brick and stone that formed the narrow boundaries of
their daily walks— even they with the hand of death upon them,
have been known to yearn at last for one short glimpse of Na
ture's face, and, carried far from the scenes of their old pains and
pleasures, have seemed to pass at once into a new state of
being, and crawling forth from day to day to some green sunny
spot, have had such memories wakened up within them by the
mere sight of sky, and hill, and plain, and glistening water, that
a foretaste of heaven itself has soothed their quick decline, and
they have sunk into their tombs as peacefully as the sun, whose
setting they watched from their lonely chamber-window but a
few hours before, faded from their dim and feeble sight! The
memories which peaceful country scenes call up, are not of this
world, or of its thoughts or hopes. Their gentle influence may
teach us to weave fresh garlands for the graves of those we
loved, may purify our thoughts, and bear down before it old
enmity and hatred; but, beneath all this there lingers in the
least reflective mind a vague and half-formed consciousness of
having held such feelings long before in some remote and distant
time, which calls up solemn thoughts of distant times to come,
and
It bends
was a lovely
down pride
spot toand
which
worldliness
they repaired,
beneathand
it. Oliver, whose
days had been spent among squalid crowds, and in the midst of
noise and brawling, seemed to enter upon a new existence
there. The rose and honeysuckle clung to the cottage walls,
flowers
the ivy perfumed
crept round
the air
the with
trunks
delicious
of theodours.
trees, and
Hard
theby,
gardenwas a
little churchyard : not crowded with tall, unsightly gravestones,
but full of humble mounds covered with fresh turf and moss,
beneath which the old people of the village lay at rest. Oliver
often wandered here, and, thinking of the wretched grave in
which his mother lay, would sometimes sit him down and sob
unseen ; but, as he raised his eyes to the deep sky over-head, he
would cease to think of her as lying in the ground, and weep
forIther
wassadly,
a happy
but time.
without
The
pain.
days were peaceful and serene, and
the nights brought with them no fear or care, no languishing in
a wretched prison, or associating with wretched men : nothing
but pleasant and happy thoughts. Every morning he went to
a white-headed old gentleman, who lived near the little church,
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who taught him to read better and to write, and spoke so
kindly, and took such pains, that Oliver could never try enough
to please him. Then he would walk with Mrs. Maylie and
Rose, and hear them talk of books, or perhaps sit near them in
some shady place, and listen whilst the young lady read, which
he could have done till it grew too dark to see the letters. Then
he had his own lesson for the next day to prepare, and at this
he would work hard in a little room which looked into the
garden, till evening came slowly on, when the ladies would
walk out again, and he with them : listening with such pleasure
to all they said, and so happy if they wanted a flower that he
could climb to reach, or had forgotten any thing he could run to
fetch, that he could never be quick enough about it. When it
became quite dark, and they returned home, the young lady
would sit down to the piano, and play some melancholy air, or
sing in a low and gentle voice some old song which it pleased
her aunt to hear. There would be no candles at such times as
these, and Oliver would sit by one of the windows, listening to
the sweet music, while tears of tranquil joy stole down his face.
And, when Sunday came, how differently the day was spent
from any manner in which he had ever spent it yet ! and how
happily, too, like all the other days in that most happy time !
There was the little church in the morning, with the green
leaves fluttering at the windows, the birds singing without, and
the sweet-smelling air stealing in at the low porch, and filling
the homely building with its fragrance. The poor people were
so neat and clean, and knelt so reverently in prayer, that it
seemed a pleasure, not a tedious duty, their assembling there
together ; and, though the singing might be rude, it was real,
and sounded more musical (to Oliver's ears at least) than any
he had ever heard in church before. Then there were the walks
as usual, and many calls at the clean houses of the labouring
men ; and at night Oliver read a chapter or two from the Bible,
which he had been studying all the week, and in the performance
of which duty he felt more proud and pleased than if he had
been
In the clergyman
morning Oliver
himself.
would be a-foot by six o'clock, roam
ing the fields and surveying the hedges far and wide, for nosegays
of wild flowers, with which he would return laden home, and
which it took great care and consideration to arrange to the best
advantage for the embellishment of the breakfast-table. There
was fresh groundsel, too, for Miss Maylie's birds, with which
Oliver, — who had been studying the subject under the able
tuition of the village clerk,—would decorate the cages in the
most approved taste. When the birds were made all spruce
and smart for the day, there was usually some little commission
14
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of charity to execute in the village, or failing that, there was
always something to do in the garden, or about the plants, to
which Oliver—who had studied this science also under the same
master, who was a gardener by trade—applied himself with
hearty goodwill till Miss Rose made her appearance, when there
were a thousand commendations to be bestowed upon all he
had done, for which one of those light-hearted beautiful smiles
was
Soanthree
amplemonths
recompense.
glided away ; three months which, in the
life of the most blessed and favoured of mortals, would have
been unmixed happiness; but which, in Oliver's troubled and
clouded dawn, were felicity indeed. With the purest and most
amiable generosity on one side, and the truest, and warmest,
and most soul-felt gratitude on the other, it is no wonder that
by the end of that short time, Oliver Twist had become com
pletely domesticated with the old lady and her niece, and that
the fervent attachment of his young and sensitive heart was
repaid
WHEREIN
Spring
by
THEtheir
flew
HAPPINESS
swiftly
prideOF
CHAPTER
in,
OLIVER
by,and
and
AND
attachment
summer
HIS FRIENDS
XXXII.
came
EXPERIENCES
to, himself.
; and AifSUDDEN
the village
CHECK.

had been beautiful at first, it was now in the full glow and
luxuriance of its richness. The great trees, which had looked
shrunken and bare in the earlier months, had now burst into
strong life and health, and, stretching forth their green arms
over the thirsty ground, converted open and naked spots into
choice nooks, where was a deep and pleasant shade from which
to look upon the wide prospect, steeped in sunshine, which lay
stretched out toeyond. The earth had donned her mantle of
brightest green, and shed her richest perfumes abroad. It was
the prime and vigour of the year, and all things were glad and
flourishing.
Still the same quigt life went on at the little cottage, and the
same cheerful serenity prevailed among its inmates. Oliver had
long since grown stout and healthy? but health or sickness
made no difference in his warm feelings to those about him
(though they do in the feelings of a great many people), and
he was still the same gentle, attached, affectionate creature,
that he had been when pain and suffering had wasted his strength ,
and he was dependent for every slight attention and comfort on
those who tended him.
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One beautiful night they had taken a longer walk than was
customary with them, for the day had been unusually warm,
and there was a brilliant moon, and a light wind had sprung up,
which was unusually refreshing. Rose had been in high spirits
too, and they had walked on in merry conversation until they
had far exceeded their ordinary bounds. Mrs. Maylie was fa
tigued, and they returned more slowly home. The young lady,
merely throwing off her simple bonnet, sat down to the piano
as usual., after running abstractedly over the keys for a few
minutes, she fell into a low and very solemn air, and as she
played
Rose
" Rose,
itmade
they
myno
heard
dear?"
reply,
hersaid
but
sobplayed
the
as ifelder
she
a little
were
lady.
quicker,
weeping.
as though the
sound
"Rose,
had roused
my love!"
her from
cried
some
Mrs.
painful
Maylie,
thoughts.
rising hastily, and
bending over her. " What is this ? Your face is bathed in tears.
My" dear
Nothing,
child,aunt,—nothing,"
what distresses you
replied
? " the young lady, " I don't
know what it is ; I can't describe it ; but I feel so low to-night,
and
"
""No,
Not no!
ill, my
Oh,
love?"
not ill!"
interposed
repliedMrs.
Rose,
Maylie.
shuddering as though
some deadly chillness were passing over her while she spoke ;
" at least I shall be better presently. Close the window,
pray."
Oliver hastened to comply with the request ; and the young
lady, making an effort to recover her cheerfulness, strove to play
some livelier tune. But her Angers dropped powerless on the
keys, and, covering her face with her hands, she sank upon
a sofa, and gave vent to the tears which she was now unable to
repress.
" My child ! " said the elder lady, folding her arms about her,
" I never saw you thus before."
" I would not alarm you if I could avoid it," rejoined Rose ,
" but indeed I have tried very hard, and cannot help this. I fear
I am
Sheill,
was,
aunt."
indeed ; for, when candles were brought, they saw
that in the very short time which had elapsed since their return
home, the hue of her countenance had changed to a marble
whiteness. Its expression had lost nothing of its beauty, but
yet it was changed, and there was an anxious haggard look
about that gentle face which it had never worn before. Another
minute, and it was suffused with a crimson flush, and a heavy
wildness came over the soft blue eye ; again this disappeared
like the shadow thrown by a passing cloud, and she was once
more deadly pale.
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Oliver, who watched the old lady anxiously, observed that
she was alarmed by these appearances, and so, in truth, was he ;
but, seeing that she affected to make light of them, he endea
voured to do the same, and they so far succeeded, that when
Rose was persuaded by her aunt to retire for the night, she
was in better spirits, and appeared even in better health, and
assured them that she felt certain she should wake in the morn
ing quite well.
"I hope, ma'am," said Oliver, when Mrs. Maylie returned,
" that nothing serious is the matter? Miss Maylie doesn't look
well
The
to-night,
old ladybut
motioned
" him not to speak, and, sitting herself
down in a dark corner of the room, remained silent for some
time. At length she said, in a trembling voice,—
" I hope not, Oliver. I have been very happy with her
for some years—too happy, perhaps, and it may be time that
I should meet with some misfortune ; but 1 hope it is not
this."
" What
The heavy
misfortune,
blow,"ma'am
said the
? " inquired
old lady almost
Oliver. inarticulately,
" of losing the dear girl who has so long been my comfort and
happiness."
" Amen
Oh ! God
to that,
forbidmy
J" exclaimed
child !" said
Oliver
the hastily.
old lady, wringing her

hands.
"Surely there is no danger of any thing so dreadful!" said
Oliver.
"She "is Two
very hours
ill now,"
ago she
rejoined
was quite
Mrs. well."
Maylie, "and will be
worse, I am sure. My dear, dear Rose ! Oh, what should I do
without her ! "
The lady sank beneath her desponding thoughts, and gave
way to such great grief that Oliver, suppressing his own emo
tion, ventured to remonstrate with her, and to beg earnestly
that, for the sake of the dear young lady herself, she would be
more
" And
calm.
consider, ma'am," said Oliver, as the tears forced
themselves into his eyes despite his efforts to the contrary, " oh !
consider how young and good she is, and what pleasure and
comfort she gives to all about her. I am sure—certain—quite
certain—that, for your sake, who are so good yourself, and for
her own, and for the sake of all she makes so happy, she will
not die. God will never let her die yet."
" Hush!" said Mrs. Maylie, laying her hand on Oliver's head.
" You think like a child, poor boy ; and although what you say
may be natural, it is wrong. But you teach me my duty, not
withstanding. I had forgotten it for a moment, Oliver, and I
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hope I may be pardoned, for I am old, and have seen enough of
illness and death to know the pain they leave to those behind.
I have seen enough, too, to know that it is not always the young
est and best who are spared to those that love them ; but this
should give us comfort rather than sorrow, for Heaven is just,
and such things teach us impressively that there is a far brighter
world than this, and that the passage to it is speedy. God's will
beOliver
done ! was
but Isurprised
love her,toand
seeHethat
alone
as knows
Mrs. Maylie
how well!
said" these
words, she checked her lamentations as though by one struggle,
and, drawing herself up as she spoke, became quite composed
and firm. He was still more astonished to find that this firmness
lasted, and that under all the care and watching which ensued,
Mrs. Maylie was ever ready and collected, performing all the
duties which devolved upon her steadily, and, to all external
appearance, even cheerfully. But he was young, and did not
know what strong minds are capable of under trying circum
stances. How should he, indeed, when their possessors so sel
dom
Anknow
anxious
themselves
night ensued,
?
and when morning came, Mrs.
Maylie's predictions were but too well verified. Rose was in the
first
" We
stagemust
of a be
highactive,
and dangerous
Oliver, and
fever.
not give way to useless
grief," said Mrs. Maylie, laying her finger on her lip as she
looked steadily into his face ; "this letter must be sent with all
possible expedition to Mr. Losberne. It must be carried to the
market-town, which is not more than four miles off by the foot
path across the fields, and thence despatched by an express on
horseback straight to Chertsey. The people at the inn will un
dertake
Olivertocould
do this,
makeand
no Ireply,
can trust
but looked
you to his
see anxiety
it done, toI be
know."
gone
at "Here
once. is another letter," said Mrs. Maylie, pausing to re
flect ; "but whether to send it now, or wait until I see how
Rose goes on, I scarcely know. I would not forward it unless
I feared
" Is itthe
for worst."
Chertsey, too, ma'am?" inquired Oliver, impatient
to execute his commission, and holding out his trembling hand
for"the
No,"
letter.
replied the old lady, giving it him mechanically. Oli
ver glanced at it, and saw that it was directed to Harry Maylie,
Esquire, at some lord's house in the country ; where, he could
riot" make
Shall out.
it go, ma'am ?" asked Oliver, looking up impatiently.
"1 think not," replied Mrs. Maylie, taking it back. "I will
wait till to-morrow."
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With these words she gave Oliver her purse, and he started
offSwiftly
withouthemore
ran delay
across
at the greatest
fields, and
speeddown
he could
the muster.
little lanes
which sometimes divided them, now almost hidden by the high
corn on either side, and now emerging into an open field where
the mowers and haymakers were busy at their work ; nor did he
stop once, save now and then for a few seconds to recover
breath, until he emerged in a great heat, and covered with dust,
onHere
the little
he paused,
market-place
and looked
of theabout
market-town.
for the inn. There was a
white bank, and a red brewery, and a yellow town-hall ; and in
one corner a large house with all the wood about it painted
green, before which was the sign of "The George," to which
he hastened directly it caught his eye.
Oliver spoke to a postboy who was dozing under the gateway,
and who, after hearing what he wanted, referred him to the
hostler ; who, after hearing all he had to say again, referred him
to the landlord, who was a tall gentleman in a blue neckcloth, a
white hat, drab breeches, and boots with tops to match, and
was leaning against a pump by the stable-door, picking his teeth
with
This
a silver
gentleman
toothpick.
walked with much deliberation to the bar to
make out the bill, which took a long time making out, and after
it was ready, and paid, a horse had to be saddled, and a man to
be dressed, which took up ten good minutes more ; meanwhile
Oliver was in such a desperate state of impatience and anxiety, .
that he felt as if he could have jumped upon the horse himself,
and galloped away full tear to the next stage. At length all was
ready, and the little parcel having been handed up, with many
injunctions and entreaties for its speedy delivery, the man set
spurs to his horse, and, rattling over the uneven paving of the
market-place, was out of the town, and galloping along the
turnpike-road, in a couple of minutes.
It was something to feel certain that assistance was sent for,
and that no time had been lost. Oliver hurried up the inn-yard
with a somewhat lighter heart, and was turning out of the gate
way when he accidentally stumbled against a tell man wrapped
in a cloak, who was that moment coming out at the inn-door.
"Hah!" cried the man, fixing his eyes on Oliver, and sud
denly
"I recoiling.
beg your pardon,
" What the
sir,"devil's
said Oliver;
this ? " "I was in a great
hurry
"Death!"
to get home,
muttered
and the
didn't
man
see toyouhimself,
were coming."
glaring at the boy
with his large dark eyes. " Who'd have thought it ! Grind him
to ashes! he'd start up from a marble coffin to come in my
way ! "
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"I am sorry, sir," stammered Oliver, confused by the strange
man's wild look. " 1 hope I have not hurt you ?"
"Rot his bones!" murmured the man in a horrible passion
between his clenched teeth, "if I had only had the courage to
say the word, I might have been free of him in a night. Curses
light upon your head, and black death upon your heart, you
imp
The
! What
man shook
are you
hisdoing
fist, and
here gnashed
!"
his teeth, as he uttered
these words incoherently ; and advancing towards Oliver as if
with the intention of aiming a blow at him, fell violently on the
ground,
Oliverwrithing
gazed forand
a moment
foaming,
at the
in afearful
fit. struggles of the mad
man (for such he supposed him to be), and then darted into the
house for help. Having seen him safely carried into the hotel,
he turned his face homewards, running as fast as he could to
make up for lost time, and recalling, with a great deal of asto
nishment and some fear, the extraordinary behaviour of the
person
The circumstance
from whom he
didhad
notjust
dwell
parted.
in his recollection long, how
ever ; for when he reached the cottage, there was enough to
occupy his mind, and to drive all considerations of self complete
ly Rose
from Maylie
his memory.
had rapidly grown worse, and before midnight
was delirious. A medical practitioner, who resided on the spot,
was in constant attendance upon her, and, after first seeing the
patient, he had taken Mrs. Maylie aside, and pronounced her
disorder to be one of a most alarming nature. " In fact," he
said,
How
" itoften
would
didbeOliver
little short
start from
of a miracle
his bed ifthat
shenight,
recovered."
and, steal
ing out with noiseless footstep to the staircase, listen for the
slightest sound from the sick chamber ! How often did a trem
ble shake his frame, and cold drops of terror start upon his brow,
when a sudden trampling of feet caused him to fear that some
thing too dreadful to think of had even then occurred. And
what had been the fervency of all the prayers he had ever ut
tered, compared with those he poured forth now, in the agony
and passion of his supplication, for tho life and health of the
gentle creature who was tottering on the deep grave's verge !
The suspense, the fearful acute suspense, of standing idly by
while the life of one we dearly love is trembling in the balance—
the racking thoughts that crowd upon the mind, and make the
heart beat violently, and the breath come thick, by the force of
the images they conjure up before it— the desperate anxiety to
be doing something to relieve the pain, or lessen the danger
which we have no power to alleviate ; and the sinking of soul
and spirit which the sad remembrance o our helplessness pro
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duces,—what tortures can equal these, and what reflections or
efforts
Morning
can, came,
in the full
andtide
theand
little
fever
cottage
of thewas
time,lonely
allay and
themstill.
!
People spoke in whispers ; anxious faces appeared at the gate
from time to time, and women and children went away in tears.
AH the livelong day, and for hours after it had grown dark, Oli
ver paced softly up and down the garden, raising his eyes every
instant to the sick chamber, and shuddering to see the darkened
window looking as if death lay stretched inside. Late at night
Mr. Losberne arrived. " It is hard," said the good doctor, turn
ing away as he spoke; "so young- so much beloved- but
there
Another
is verymorning
little hope."
the sun shone brightly,—as brightly as if it
looked upon no misery or care ; and, with every leaf and flower
in full bloom about her,—with life, and health, and sounds and
sights of joy surrounding her on every side, the fair young
creature lay wasting fast. Oliver crept away to the old church
yard, and, sitting down on one of the green mounds, wept for
herThere
in silence.
was such peace and beauty in the scene, so much of
brightness and mirth in the sunny landscape, such blithesome
music in the songs of the summer birds, such freedom in
the rapid flight of the rook careering overhead, so much of life
and joyousness in all, that when the boy raised his aching eyes,
and looked about, the thought instinctively occurred to him
that this was not a time for death ; that Rose could surely never
die when humbler things were all so glad and gay ; that graves
were for cold and cheerless winter, not for sunlight and
fragrance. He almost thought that shrouds were for the
old and shrunken, and never wrapped the young and graceful
form
A knell
within
from
theirtheghastly
church-bell
folds. broke harshly on these youthful
thoughts. Another—again ! It was tolling for the funeral ser
vice. A group of humble mourners entered the gate, and they
wore white favours, for the corpse was young. They stood
uncovered by a grave ; and there was a mother—a mother once
— among the weeping train. But the sun shone brightly, and
theOliver
birds sang
turned
on.homewards, thinking on the many kindnesses
he had received from the young lady, and wishing that the time
could come over again, that he might never cease showing her
reproach
how grateful
on the
andscore
attached
of neglect
he was.
or want
He had
of thought,
no cause
forfor
he selfhad
been devoted to her service; and yet a hundred little occasions
rose up before him on which he fancied he might have been
more zealous and more earnest, and wished he had been. We
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need be careful how we deal with those about us, for every
death carries with it to some small circle of survivors thoughts of
so much omitted, and so little done—of so many things for
gotten, and so many more which might have been repaired, that
such recollections are amongst the bitterest we can have. There
is no remorse so deep as that which is unavailing; if we would
be When
sparedheitsreached
tortures,home,
let usMrs.
remember
Maylie this
was insitting
time. in the little
parlour. Oliver's heart sank at sight of her, for she had never
left the bedside of her niece, and he trembled to think what
change could have driven her away. He learnt that she had
fallen into a deep sleep, from which she would waken either to
tasted
recovery
Theymeal
sat,
andlistening,
was
life, orremoved;
toand
bid afraid
them
andfarewell,
towith
speaklooks
and
for hours.
die.
which The
showed
unthat their thoughts were elsewhere, they watched the sun as he
sank lower and lower, and at length cast over sky and earth
those brilliant hues which herald his departure. Their quick
ears caught the sound of an approaching footstep, and they both
involuntarily
" What of Rose
darted?"towards
cried thetheolddoor
lady.
as Mr.
" Tell
Losberne
me at entered.
once. I
can bear it; any thing but suspense. Oh, tell me! in the name
of "Heaven!"
You must compose yourself," said the doctor, supporting
her.
" Let
" Be
mecalm,
go, inmy
God's
dearname!"
ma'am, gasped
pray." Mrs. Maylie.

" My

dear child ! She is dead! She is dying!"
" No !" cried the doctor passionately. " As He is good and
merciful,
The lady
shefell
willupon
live toher
bless
knees,
us all and
for years
tried totocome."
fold her hands
together ; but the energy which had supported her so long fled
to Heaven with the first thanksgiving, and she sank back into
CONTAINS
the friendly
SOME arms
INTRODUCTORY
which
CHAPTER
PARTICULARS
were extended
XXXIII.
RELATIVE
toTOreceive
A YOUNGher.
GENTLEMAN WHO

HOW

ARRIVES

UPON

THE

SCENE, AND A NEW

ADVENTURE WHICH

HAPPENED

TO

It was almost too much happiness to bear. Oliver felt stunned

OLIVER.

and stupified by the unexpected intelligence; he could not
weep, or speak, or rest. He had scarcely the power of under
standing any thing that had passed, until after a long ramble in
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the quiet evening air a burst of tears came to his relief, and
he seemed to awaken all at once to a full sense of the joyful
change that had occurred, and the almost insupportable load of
anguish
The night
whichwas
hadfast
beenclosing
taken infrom
when
his he
breast.
returned homewards,
laden with flowers which he had culled with peculiar care for the
adornment of the sick chamber. As he walked briskly along
the road, he heard behind him the noise of some vehicle
approaching at a furious pace. Looking round, he saw that it
was a post-chaise driven at great speed ; and as the horses were
galloping, and the road was narrow, he stood leaning against a
gate
Asuntil
it dashed
iUshould
on, have
Oliverpassed
caught
him
a glimpse
by.
of a man in a white
nightcap, whose face seemed familiar to him, although his view
was so brief that he could not identify the person. In another
second or two the nightcap was thrust out of the chaise-window,
and a stentorian voice bellowed to the driver to stop, which
he did as soon as he could pull up his horses, when the nightcap
once again appeared, and the same voice called Oliver by
his"name.
Here !" cried the voice. " Master Oliver, what's the news ?
door.
Miss
Giles
" Is
Rose—Master
itpopped
you, Giles?"
out O-li-ver."
his cried
nightcap
Oliver,
again,
running
preparatory
up to the
to making
chaise-

some reply, when he was suddenly pulled back by a young gen
tleman who occupied the other corner of the chaise, and who
eagerly
" In ademanded
word," cried
whatthewas
gentleman,
the news." better or worse?"
" Thank
Better—much
Heavenbetter,"
!" exclaimed
replied Oliver
the gentleman.
hastily.

" You are

sure
" ?"
Quite, sir," replied Oliver; " the change took place only a
few hours ago, and Mr. Losberne says that all danger is at
anThe
end."gentleman said not another word, but, opening the
chaise-door, leaped out, and, taking Oliver hurriedly by the arm,
led him aside.
" This is quite certain ?—there is no possibility of any mistake
on your part, my boy, is there?" demanded the gentleman in a
hopes
tremulous
" I would
that voice.
are
notnotforto
" Pray
the
be fulfilled."
world,
do notsir,"
deceive
replied
me Oliver.
by awakening
" Indeed
any
you may believe me. Mr. Losberne's words were, that she
would live to bless us all for many years to come. I heard him
say so."
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The tears stood in Oliver's eyes as he recalled the scene which
was the beginning of so much happiness, and the gentleman
turned his face away, and remained silent for some minutes.
Oliver thought he heard him sob more than once, but he feared
to interrupt him by any further remark—for he could well guess
what his feelings were—and so stood apart, feigning to be occu
pied
Allwith
thishis
time
nosegay.
Mr. Giles, with the white nightcap on, had
been sitting upon the steps of the chaise, supporting an elbow
handkerchief
on each knee,dotted
and wiping
with white
his eyes
spots.
withThat
a blue
thecotton
honestpocketfellow
had not been feigning emotion was abundantly demonstrated by
the very red eyes with which he regarded the young gentleman,
when
" I think
he turned
you round
had better
and addressed
go on to my
him.
mother's in the chaise,
Giles," said he. " I would rather walk slowly on, so as to gain
a little
" I beg
timeyour
before
pardon,
I see her.
Mr. Harry,"
You can say
saidI am
Giles,
coming."
giving a final
polish to his ruffled countenance with the handkerchief, " but
if you would leave the postboy to say that, I should be very
much obliged to you. It wouldn't be proper for the maids to
Bee me in this state, sir ; I should never have any moro authority
with
"Well,"
them if rejoined
they did."Harry Maylie, smiling, "you can do as
you like. Let him go on with the portmanteaus, if you wish it,
and do you follow with us. Only first exchange that nightcap
for some more appropriate covering, or we shall be taken for
madmen."
Mr. Giles, reminded of his unbecoming costume, snatched
off and pocketed his nightcap, and substituted a hat of grave
and sober shape, which he took out of the chaise. This done,
the postboy drove off, and Giles, Mr. Maylie, and Oliver follow
edAs
at they
their walked
leisure. along, Oliver glanced from time to time with
much interest and curiosity at the new-comer. He seemed
about five-and-twenty years of age, and was of the middle
height ; his countenance was frank and handsome, and his de
meanour singularly easy and prepossessing. Notwithstanding the
differences between youth and age, he bore so strong a likeness
to the old lady, that Oliver would have had no great difficulty
in imagining their relationship, even if he had not already spoken
of Mrs.
her a3Maylie
his mother.
was anxiously waiting to receive her son when
he reached the cottage, and the meeting did not take place
without great emotion on both sides.
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" Oh, mother," whispered the young man, " why did you not
write before?"
" I did write," replied Mrs. Maylie; " but, on reflection, I
berne's
determined
" Butopinion."
why,"
to keep
said back
the young
the letter
man,until
" why
I had
runheard
the chance
Mr. Losof
that occurring which so nearly happened? If Rose had—I
cannot utter that word now—if this illness had terminated differ
ently, how could you ever have forgiven yourself, or I been
happy again?"
" If that had been the case, Harry," said Mrs. Maylie, " I fear
your happiness would have been effectually blighted, and that
your arrival here a day sooner or later would have been of very,
very
" And
littlewho
import."
can wonder if it be so, mother?" rejoined the young
the
—you
man
" heart
I; "know
must
or of
why
that
know
man
should
she
it."
canwell
Ioffer,"
saydeserves
if?—It
said is—it
Mrs.
the best
is—you
Maylie
and ;purest
know
" I know
it,love
mother
that

the devotion and affection of her nature require no ordinary
return, but one that shall be deep and lasting. If I did not feel
this, and know, besides, that a changed behaviour in one she
loved would break her heart, I should not feel my task so diffi
cult of performance, or have to encounter so many struggles in
my own bosom, when I take what seems to me to be the strict
line" of
This
duty."
is unkind, mother," said Harry. " Do you still sup
pose that I am so much a boy as not to know my own mind, or
to "mistake
I think,themyimpulses
dear fellow,"
of my own
returned
soul ?"
Mrs. Maylie, laying her
hand upon his shoulder, " that youth has many generous im
pulses which do not last, and that among them are some which,
being gratified, become only the more fleeting. Above all, I
think," said the lady, fixing her eyes on her son's face, " that if
an enthusiastic, ardent, ambitious young man has a wife on
whose name is a stain, which, though it originate in no fault of
hers, may be visited by cold and sordid people upon her, and
upon his children also, and, in exact proportion to his success
in the world, be cast in his teeth, and made the subject of sneers
against him, he may—no matter how generous and good his
nature—one day repent of the connexion he formed in early
life, and she may have the pain and torture of knowing that he
does
" Mother,"
so."
said the young man impatiently, " he would be a
mere selfish brute, unworthy alike of the name of man and of the
woman you describe, who acted thus."
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" And
You think
ever will,"
so now,
saidHarry,"
the young
replied
man.his mother.
" The mental agony
I have suffered during the last two days wrings from me the
undisguised avowal to you of a passion which, as you well know,
is not one of yesterday, nor one I have lightly formed. On Rose,
sweet, gentle girl ! my heart is set as firmly as ever heart of man
was set on woman. I have no thought, or view, or hope in life
beyond her ; and if you oppose me in this great stake, you take
my peace and happiness in your hands, and cast them to the
wind. Mother, think better of this, and of me, and do not
little."
disregard the warm feelings of which you seem to think so
" Harry," said Mrs. Maylie, " it is because I think so much
of warm and sensitive hearts that I would spare them from
being wounded. But we have said enough, and more than
enough, on this matter just now."
" Let it rest with Rose, then," interposed Harry.
You will
not press these overstrained opinions of yours so far as to throw
any
consider
" obstacle
I will not,"
in
" my
rejoined
way?"Mrs. Maylie ; " but I would have you
" I have considered," was the impatient reply—" I have con
sidered for years—considered almost since I have been capable
of serious reflection. My feelings remain unchanged, as they
ever will ; and why should I suffer the pain of a delay in giving
them vent, which can be productive of no earthly good? No !
Before
" There
SheI leave
shall,"
is something
this
said
place,
Mrs.Rose
inMaylie.
your
shallmanner
hear me."
which would almost
imply that she will hear me coldly, mother," said the young
man, anxiously.
" Not
Howcoldly,"
then?" rejoined
urged thetheyoung
old lady;
man." far
" She
fromhas
it. formed no
other
" No,
attachment?"
indeed," replied his mother. " You have, or I mistake,
too strong a hold on her affections already."
" What I would say," resumed the old lady, stopping her
son as he was about to speak, " is this : Before you stake your
all on this chance,—before you suffer yourself to be carried to
the highest point of hope, reflect for a few moments, my dear
child, on Rose's history, and consider what effect the knowledge
of her doubtful birth may have on her decision,—devoted as she
is to us with all the intensity of her noble mind, and that perfect
sacrifice of self which, in all matters, great or trifling, has always
been
"What
her characteristic."
do you mean?"
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" That I leave to you to discover," replied Mrs. Maylie. " I
must
" I goshall
backsee
to Rose.
you again
God bless
to-night?
you !"" said the young man
eagerly.
" You
By
Of
Andcourse,"
and
will
sayby,"
tell
how
replied
her
replied
anxious
I am
Mrs.
thehere?
I lady,
Maylie.
have
" "said
been,
when
Harry.
and
I leave
howRose."
much I have

suffered, and how I long to see her—you will not refuse to do
this,
" No,"
mother?"
said the old lady, " I will tell her that ; " and
pressing her son's hand affectionately, she hastened from the
room.
Mr. Losberne and Oliver had remained at another end of the
apartment while this hurried conversation was proceeding. The
former now held out his hand to Harry Maylie, and hearty
salutations were exchanged between them. The doctor then
communicated, in reply to multifarious questions from his young
friend, a precise account of his patient's situation, which was
quite as consolatory and full of promise as Oliver's statement
had encouraged him to hope, and to the whole of which Mr.
Giles, who affected to be busy about the luggage, listened with
greedy
" Have
ears.
you shot any thing particular lately, Giles? " inquired
the" doctor,
Nothingwhen
particular,
he hadsir,"
concluded.
replied Mr. Giles, colouring up to
the"Nor
eyes. catching any thieves, nor identifying any house
breakers?" said the doctor maliciously.
" Well,"
None atsaid
all, the
sir,"doctor,
replied" Mr.
I amGiles
sorrywith
to hear
muchit, gravity.
because you
do"The
that sort
boyofisthing
verysowell,
well.sir,"
Pray,
saidhow
Mr.is Giles,
Brittles?
recovering
"
his
usual
"That's
tone of
well,"
patronage,
said the" doctor.
and sends"Seeing
his respectful
you here,
duty,
reminds
sir."
me, Mr. Giles, that on the day before that on which I was called
away so hurriedly, I executed, at the request of your good mis
tress, a small commission in your favour. Just step into this
corner
Mr. Giles
a moment,
walkedwill
into
youthe? "corner with much importance and
some wonder, and was honoured with a short whispering con
ference with the doctor ; on the termination of which he made
a great many bows, and retired with steps of unusual stateliness.
The subject matter of this conference was not disclosed in the
parlour, but the kitchen was speedily enlightened concerning
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it ; for Mr. Giles walked straight thither, and having called
for a mug of ale, announced with an air of majestic majesty
which was highly effective, that it had pleased his mistress, in
consideration of his gallant behaviour on the occasion of that
attempted robbery, to deposit in the local savings-bank the sum
of twenty-five pounds for his sole use and benefit. At this the
two women servants lifted up their hands and eyes, and supposed
that Mr. Giles would begin to be quite proud now ; whereunto
Mr. Giles, pulling out his shirt-frill, replied, "No, no,"—and
that if they observed that he was at all haughty to his inferiors,
he would thank them to tell him so. And then he made a
great many other remarks, no less illustrative of his humility,
which were received with equal favour and applause, and were
withal as original and as much to the purpose as the remarks of
great
Above
men stairs,
commonly
the remainder
are.
of the evening passed cheerfully
away, for the doctor was in high spirits, and however fatigued
or thoughtful Harry Maylie might have been at first, he was not
proof against the worthy gentleman's good humour, which dis
played itself in a great variety of sallies and professional recollec
tions, and an abundance of small jokes, which struck Oliver as
being the drollest things he had ever heard, and caused him to
laugh proportionately, lo the evident satisfaction of the doctor,
who laughed immoderately at himself, and made Harry laugh
almost as heartily by the very force of sympathy. So they
were as pleasant a party as, under the circumstances, they
could well have been, and it was late before they retired, with
light and thankful hearts, to take that rest of which, after the
doubt and suspense they had recently undergone, they stood so
much
Oliver
in need.
rose next morning in better heart, and went about his
usual early occupations with more hope and pleasure than he
had known for many days. The birds were once more hung
out to sing in their old places, and the sweetest wild flowers that
could be found were once more gathered to gladden Rose with
their beauty and fragrance. The melancholy which had seemed
to the sad eyes of the anxious boy to hang for days past over
every object, beautiful as they all were, was dispelled by magic.
The dew seemed to sparkle more brightly on the green leaves,
the air to rustle among them with a sweeter music, and the sky
itself to look more blue and bright. Such is the influence which
the condition of our own thoughts exercises even over the ap
pearance of external objects. Men who look on nature and
their fellow men, and cry that all is dark and gloomy, are in the
right; but the sombre colours are reflections from their own
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jaundiced eyes and hearts. The real hues are delicate, and
require
It is worthy
a clearer
of remark,
vision. and Oliver did not fail to note it at the
time, that his morning expeditions were no longer made alone.
Harry Maylie, after the very first morning when he met Oliver
coming laden home, was seized with such a passion for flowers,
and displayed such a taste in their arrangement, as left his
young companion far behind. If Oliver were behind-hand in
these respects, however, he knew where the best were to be
found, and morning after morning they scoured the country
together, and brought home the fairest that blossomed. The
window of the young lady's chamber was opened now, for she
loved to feel the rich summer air stream in and revive her with
its freshness ; but there always stood in water, just inside the
lattice, one particular little bunch which was made up with great
care every morning. Oliver could not help noticing that the
withered flowers were never thrown away, although the little
vase was regularly replenished 5 nor could he help observing that
whenever the doctor came into the garden he invariably cast his
eyes up to that particular corner, and nodded his head most
expressively as he set forth on his morning's walk. Pending
these observations, the days were flying by, and Rose was
rapidly
Nor did
and Oliver's
surely recovering.
time hang heavy upon his hands, although
the young lady had not yet left her chamber, and there were no
evening walks, save now and then for a short distance with
Mrs. Maylie. He applied himself with redoubled assiduity to the
instructions of the white-headed old gentleman, and laboured so
hard that his quick progress surprised even himself. It was
while he was engaged in this pursuit that he was greatly startled
and
The
distressed
little room
by ainmost
which
unexpected
he was accustomed
occurrence.to sit when busy
at his books was on the ground-floor, at the back of the house. It
was quite a cottage-room, with a lattice-window, around which
were clusters of jessamine and honeysuckle, that crept over the
casement, and filled the place with their delicious perfume. It
looked into a garden, whence a wicket-gate opened into a small
paddock ; all beyond was fine meadow-land and wood. There
was no other dwelling near, in that direction, and the prospect it
commanded
One beautiful
was evening,
very extensive.
when the first shades of twilight were
beginning to settle upon the earth, Oliver sat at this window
intent upon his books. He had been poring over them for some
time ; and as the day had been uncommonly sultry and he had
exerted himself a great deal, it is no disparagement to the authors,
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whoever they may have been, to say that gradually and by slow
degrees
Therehe
is fell
a kind
asleep.
of sleep that steals upon us sometimes which,
while it holds the body prisoner, does not free the mind from
a sense of things about it, and enable it to ramble as it pleases.
So far as an overpowering heaviness, a prostration of strength,
and an utter inability to control our thoughts or power of motion
can be called sleep, this is it ; and yet we have a consciousness
of all that is going on about us, and even if we dream, words
which are really spoken, or sounds which really exist at the
moment, accommodate themselves with surprising readiness to
our visions, until reality and imagination become so strangely
blended that it is afterwards almost a matter of impossibility to
separate the two. Nor Is this the most striking phenomenon
incidental to such a state. It is an ascertained fact, that although
our senses of touch and sight be for the time dead, yet our
sleeping thoughts and the visionary scenes that pass before us
will be influenced, and materially influenced, by the mere silent
presence of some external object which may not have been near
us when we closed our eyes, and of whose vicinity we have had
noOliver
wakingknew
consciousness.
perfectly well that he was in his own little room,
that his books were lying on the table before him, and that
the sweet air was stirring among the creeping plants outside,—
and yet he was asleep. Suddenly the scene changed, the air
became close and confined, and he thought with a glow of terror
that he was in the Jew's house again. There sat the hideous old
man in his accustomed corner pointing at him, and whispering
to "another
Hush, man
my dear!"
with hisheface
thought
avertedhewho
heard
sat the
beside
Jewhim.
say; " it is
him,
" He
sure
!" enough.
the other man
Comeseemed
away."to answer; " could I mistake
him, think you? If a crowd of devils were to put themselves into
his exact shape, and he stood amongst them, there is something
that would tell me how to point him out. If you buried him
fifty feet deep, and took me across his grave, I should know, if
there wasn't a mark above it, that he lay buried there. Wither
his flesh', I should!"
The man seemed to say this with such dreadful haired, that
Oliver
Goodawoke
God ! with
what the
wasfear
thatand
which
started
sent up.
the blood tingling to his
heart,
there—at
and the
deprived
window—close
him of voice
before
or power
him—so
to move!
close, There—
that he
could have almost touched him before he started back— with his
eyes peering into the room, and meeting his—there stood the
Jew! and beside him, white with rage, or fear, or both, were
15

226

OLIVER TWIST.

the scowling features of the very man who had accosted him at
theItinn-yard.
was but an instant, a glance, a flash before his eyes, and
they were gone. But they had recognised him, and he them,
and their look was as firmly impressed upon his memory as if
it had been deeply carved in stone, and set before him from his
birth. He stood transfixed for a moment, and then, leaping
CONTAINING
from the window
THE UNSATISFACTORY
into
CHAPTER
the RESULT
garden,
OFXXXIV.
called
OLIVER'S loudly
ADVENTURE,
for help.
AND A CONVER

When
SATION
theOFinmates
SOME IMPORTANCE
of the BETWEEN
house, attracted
HARRY MAYLIE
byAND
Oliver's
ROSE.
cries,

hurried to the spot from which they proceeded, they found him,
pale and agitated, pointing in the direction of the meadows
behind the house, and scarcely able to articulate the words
"The
Mr. Giles
Jew! was
the Jew!"
at a loss to comprehend what this outcry meant ;
but Harry Maylie, whose perceptions were something quicker,
and who had heard Oliver's history from his mother, understood
it at
" What
once. direction did he take? " he asked, catching up a heavy
stick
"That,"
which replied]
was standing
Oliver,inpointing
a corner.
out the course the men had
taken. " I missed them all in an instant."
"Then they are in the ditch!" said Harry. "Follow, and
keep as near me as you can." So saying he sprang over the
hedge, and darted off with a speed which rendered it matter of
exceeding
Giles followed
difficulty
as for
welltheasothers
he could,
to keep
andnear
Oliver
him.
followed too,
and in the course of a minute or two, Mr. Losberne, who had
been out walking, and just then returned, tumbled over the
hedge after them, and picking himself up with more agility
than he could have been supposed to possess, struck into the
same course at no contemptible speed, shouting all the while
most
On prodigiously
they all wentto; know
nor stopped
what was
theythe
once
matter.
to breathe until the
leader, striking off into an angle of the field indicated by Oiiver,
began to search narrowly the ditch and hedge adjoining, which
afforded time for the remainder of the party to come up, and for
Oliver to communicate to Mr. Losberne the circumstances that
had led to so vigorous a pursuit.
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The search was all in vain. There were not even the traces
of recent footsteps to be seen. They stood now on the summit
of a little hill, commanding the open fields in every direction
for three or four miles. There was the village in the hollow on
the left ; but, in order to gain that after pursuing the track Oliver
had pointed out, the men must have made a circuit of open
ground which it was impossible they could have accomplished
in so short a time. A thick wood skirted the meadow-land in
another direction ; but they could not have gained that covert
for"the
It must
same reason.
have been a dream, Oliver?" said Harry Maylie,
taking him aside.
" Oh no, indeed, sir," replied Oliver, shuddering at the very
recollection of the old wretch's countenance; " I saw him too
plainly
"Who
for was
that. the1 saw
other?"
theminquired
both as plainly
Harry as
andI see
Mr.you
Losberne
now."
together.
" The very same man that I told you of, who came so sud
denly upon me at the inn," said Oliver. " We had our eyes fixed
full" upon
They each
took other,
this way?"
and Idemanded
could swear
Harry;
to him.
" are
" you certain
of that?"
" As I am that the men were at the window," replied Oliver,
pointing down as he spoke to the hedge which divided the
cottage-garden from the meadow. " The tall man leaped over
just there ; and the Jew, running a few paces to the right, crept
through
The two
that
gentlemen
gap." watched Oliver's earnest face as he spoke,
and looking from him to each other, seemed to feel satisfied of
the accuracy of what he said. Still, in no direction were there
any appearances of the trampling of men in hurried flight. The
grass was long, but it was trodden down nowhere save where
their own feet had crushed it. The sides and brinks of the
ditches were of damp clay, but in no one place could they
discern the print of men's shoes, or the slightest mark which
would indicate that any feet had pressed the ground for hours
before.
" Strange?"
This is strange
echoed
! " said
the doctor.
Harry. " Blathers and Duff them
selves
Notwithstanding
could make nothing
the evidently
of it." inefficacious nature of their
search, however, they did not desist until the coming on of night
rendered its further prosecution hopeless, and even then they
gave it up with reluctance. Giles was despatched to the differ
ent alehouses in the village, furnished with the best description
Oliver could give of the appearance and dress of the strangers ;
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of whom the Jew was at all events sufficiently remarkable to be
remembered supposing he had been seen drinking, or loitering
about ; but he returned without any intelligence calculated to
dispel or lessen the mystery.
.On the next day further search was made, and the inquiries
renewed, but with no better success. On the day following,
Oliver and Mr. Maylie repaired to the market-town, in the hope
of seeing or hearing something of the men there ; but this effort
was equally fruitless ; and, after a few days the affair began to
be forgotten, as most affairs are, when wonder, having no fresh
food to support it, dies away of itself.
Meanwhile Rose was rapidly recovering. She had left her
room, was able to go out, and, mixing once more with the fa
mily, carried joy into the hearts of all.
But although this happy change had a visible effect on the
little circle, and although cheerful voices and merry laughter
were once more heard in the cottage, there was at times an un
wonted
which Oliver
restraint
could
upon
notsome
fail tothere—even
remark. Mrs.
uponMaylie
Rose herself—
and her
son were often closeted together for a long time, and more than
once Rose appeared with traces of tears upon her face. After
Mr. Losberne had fixed a day for his departure to Chertsey,
these symptoms increased, and it became evident that something
was in progress which affected the peace of the young lady and
of somebody else besides.
At length one morning, when Rose was alone in the break
fast parlour, Harry Maylie entered, and with some hesitation
begged permission to speak with her for a few moments.
" A few—a very few—will suffice, Rose," said the young
man, drawing his chair towards her. "What I shall have to
say has already presented itself to your mind ; the most che
rished hopes of my heart are not unknown to you, though from
myRose
lips you
had have
beennot
very
yetpale
heard
from
them
thestated."
moment of his entrance,
although that might have been the effect of her recent illness.
She merely bowed, and bending over some plants that stood
near,
"I—I—ought
" You
waited
should
in silence
indeed,"
to have
forleft
replied
him
here
to Rose.
proceed.
before,"
"Forgive
said Harry.
me for saying

so,"I
butwas
I wish
brought
you had."
here by the most dreadful and agonizing of
all apprehensions," said the young man, " the fear of losing the
one dear being on whom my every wish and hope are centred.
You had been dying—trembling between earth and heaven.
We know that when the young, the beautiful, and good, are vi
sited with sickness, their pure spirits inseusibly turn towards
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their bright home of lasting rest, and hence it is that the best
andThere
fairestwere
of our
tears
kind
in so
theoften
eye of
fade
theingentle
blooming."
girl as these words
were spoken, and when one fell upon the flower over which she
bent, and glistened brightly in its cup, making it more beautiful,
it seemed as though the outpourings of a fresh young heart
claimed common kindredwith the loveliest things in nature.
"An angel," continued the young man passionately, "a
creature as fair and innocent of guile as one of God's own angels,
fluttered between life and death. Oh ! who could hope, when
the distant world to which she was akin half opened to her
view, that she would return to the sorrow and calamity of this!
Rose, Rose, to know that you were passing away like some
soft shadow, which a light from above casts upon the earth— to
have no hope that you would be spared to those who linger
here, and to know no reason why you should—to feel that you
belonged to that bright sphere whither so. many gifted creatures
in infancy and youth have winged their early flight— and yet
to pray, amid all these consolations, that you might be restored,
to those who loved you—these are distractions almost too great
to bear. They were mine by day and night, and with them
came such a rushing torrent of fears and apprehensions, and
selfish regrets lest you should die and never know how devo
tedly I loved you, as almost bore down sense and reason in its
course. You recovered—day by day, and almost hour by hour,
some drop of health came back, and mingling with the spentand
feeble stream of life which circulated languidly within you,
swelled it again to a high and rushing tide. I have watched
you change almost from death to life, with eyes that moistened
with their own eagerness and deep affection. Do not tell me
that you wish I had lost this j for it has softened my heart to all
mankind."
" I did not mean that," said Rose weeping ; " I only wish you
had left here, that you might have turned to high and noble
pursuits
" There
again—to
is no pursuit
pursuits
more
wellworthy
worthyofofme
you."
— more worthy of
the highest nature that exists —than the struggle to win such a
heart as yours," said the young man taking her hand. " Rose,
my own dear Rose, for years—for years I have loved you , hop
ing to win my way to fame, and then come proudly home and
tell you it had been sought, only for you to share ; thinking in
my day-dreams how I would remind you in that happy moment
of the many silent tokens I had given of a boy's attachment,
claim
and rally
your you
hand,who
as ifhad
in redemption
blushed to ofmark
some them,
old muteand
contract
then
that had been sealed between us.

That time has not arrived ;
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but here, with no fame won, and no young vision realised, I
give to you the heart so long your own , and stake my all upon
the" words
Your behaviour
with whichhasyou
ever
greet
beenthekind
offer."
and noble," said Rose,
mastering the emotions by which she was agitated. " As you be
lieve
" Itthat
isis,"
that
I am
replied
I not
mayinsensible
endeavour
Rose, " that
ortoungrateful,
deserve
you must
you—
so
endeavour
hear
is it,my
dear
answer."
toRose?"
forget
me—not as your old and dearly attached companion, for that
would wound me deeply, but as the object of your love. Look
proud
into thetoworld,
gain are
think
there.
how Confide
many hearts
some you
otherwould
passion
be toequally
me if
you will, and I will be the truest, warmest, most faithful friend
you
There
have."
was a pause, during which Rose, who had covered
her face with one hand, gave free vent to her tears. Harry
still retained the other. " And your reasons, Rose," he said at
length in a low voice, " your reasons for this decision—may I
ask them ?"
" You have a right to know them," rejoined Rose. " You
can say nothing to alter my resolution. It is a duty that I must
perform.
"To yourself?"
I owe it alike to others, and to myself."
" Yes, Harry, I owe it to myself that I, a friendless, portion
less girl, with a blight upon my name, should not give the world
reason to suspect that I had sordidly yielded to your first passion,
and fastened myself, a clog, upon all your hopes and projects.
I owe it to you and yours to prevent you from opposing, in the
warmth of your generous nature, this great obstacle to your
progress
" If your
in the
inclinations
world." chime with your sense of duty
"
Harry began.
""Then
They do
younot,"
return
replied
my love?"
Rose, colouring
said Harry.
deeply.
"Say but that,
Rose ; say but that, and soften the bitterness of this hard dis
appointment."
" If I could have done so without doing heavy wrong to him
I loved,"
" Have rejoined
received Rose,
this declaration
" I could very
have—"
differently ?" said Harry
with great eagerness. " Do not conceal that from me at least,
Rose."
" I could," said Rose. " Stay," she added, disengaging her
hand, " why should we prolong this painful interview ? most
painful to me, and yet productive of lasting happiness notwith
standing ; for it will be happiness to know that I once held the
high place in your regard which I now occupy, and every triumph
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you achieve in life will animate me with new fortitude and
firmness. Farewell, Harry! for as we have met to-day, we
meet no more : but in other relations than those in which this
conversation would have placed us, may we be long and happily
intwined ; and may every blessing that the prayers of a true and
earnest heart can call down from where all is truth and sincerity,
cheer
" Another
and prosper
word,you."
Rose," said Harry. " Your reason in your
own
" The
words.
prospect
Frombefore
your own
you,"lipsanswered
let me hear
Rose
it." firmly, " is a
brilliant one ; all the honours to which great talents and powerful
connexions can help men in public life are in store for you. But
those connexions are proud, and I will neither mingle with such
as hold in scorn the mother who gave me life, nor bring dis
grace or failure upon the son of her who has so well supplied
that mother's place." " In a word ," said the young lady ,
turning away as her temporary firmness forsook her, " there is
a stain upon my name which the world visits on innocent heads :
I will carry it into no blood but my own and the reproach shall
rest" One
aloneword
on me."
more, Rose—dear Rose, one more," cried Harry
throwing himself before her. "If I had been less, less for
tunate, as the world would call it,—if some obscure and peaceful
life
would
hadyou
beenhave
my turned
destiny,—if
from Ime
hadthen
been
? orpoor,
has my
sick,probable
helpless,—
ad
vancement
"Do not topress
riches
meand
to honour
reply," given
answered
this scruple
Rose. birth?"
"The ques
tion does not arise, and never will. It is unfair, unkind, to
urge
"Ifit."
your answer be what I almost dare to hope it is," retorted
Harry, " it will shed a gleam of happiness upon my lonely way,
and light the dreary path before me. It is not an idle thing to
do so much, by the utterance of a few brief words, for one who
loves us beyond all else. Oh, Rose, in the name of my ardent
and enduring attachment, — in the name of all I have suffered
for you, and all you doom me to undergo,—answer me that
one" Then
question."
if your lot had been differently cast," rejoined Rose ,
" if you had been even a little, but not so far above me; if I
could have been a help and comfort to you in some humble scene
of peace and retirement, and not a blot and drawback in ambi
tious and distinguished crowds ; I should have been spared this
trial. I have every reason to be happy, very happy, now ; but
then,
BusyHarry,
recollections
I own I ofshould
old hopes,
have been
cherished
happier."
as a girl long ago,
crowded into the mind of Rose while making this avowal ; but
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they brought tears with them, as old hopes will when they come
back
"I withered,
cannot help
and they
this relieved
weakness,
her.and it makes my purpose
stronger," said Rose extending her hand. "I must leave you
now,
"I indeed."
ask one promise," said Harry. "Once and only once
more,—say within a year, but it may be much sooner,—let me
speak
"Not
to you
to press
againme
on to
thisalter
subject
my right
for thedetermination,''
last time."
replied
Rose
" No,"
withsaid
a melancholy
Harry ; " smile
to hear: "it
youwill
repeat
be it,
useless."
if you will ; finally
repeat it. I will lay at your feet whatever of station or for
tune I may possess, and if you still adhere to your present reso
lution,
" Then
willletnot
it seek
be so,"
by rejoined
word or Rose.
act to change
" It is but
it." one pang the
more,
She extended
and by that
hertime
handI may
again,
be but
enabled
the young
to bearman
it better."
caught her
to his bosom, and, imprinting one kiss upon her beautiful
IS
forehead,
A VERT SHORT
hurried
ONE, from
ANDCHAPTER
MAT
theAPPEAR
room,
OF NO
XXXV.
GREAT IMPORTANCE IN ITS PLACE-,

BUT IT SHOULD BE READ NOTWITHSTANDING, AS A SEQUEL TO THE LAST, AND A
KET TO ONE THAT WILL FOLLOW WHEN ITS TIME ARRIVES.

/
" And so you are resolved to be my travelling-companion this
morning—eh?" said the doctor, as Harry Maylie joined him
and Oliver at the breakfast-table. " Why, you are not in the same
mind
"You
or intention
will tell two
me ahalf-hours
different together."
tale one of these days," said
Harry,
berne
"I hope
; colouring
" though
I may Iwithout
have
confess
good
any
I cause
don't
perceptible
think
to do Iso,"
reason.
shall.
replied
But yesterday
Mr. Losmorning you had made up your mind in a great hurry to stay
here, and accompany your mother, like a dutiful son, to the sea
side ; before noon you announce that you are going to do me
the honour of accompanying me as far as I go on your road to
London ; and at night you urge me with great mystery to start
before the ladies are stirring, the consequence of which is, that
young Oliver here is pinned down to his breakfast when he
ought to be ranging the meadows after botanical phenomena of
all kinds. Too bad, isn't it, Oliver?"
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"I should have been very sorry not to have been at home
when you and Mr. Maylie went away, sir," rejoined Oliver.
" That's a fine fellow," said the doctor ; " you shall come and
see me when you return. But, to speak seriously, Harry, has
any communication from the great nobs produced this sudden
anxiety
" Theon
great
yournobs,"
part to
replied
be gone?
Harry,
" "under which designation,
I presume, you include my most stately uncle, have not com
municated with me at all since I have been here, nor, at this
time of the year, is it likely that any thing would occur to
render
" Well,"
necessary
said the
my doctor,
immediate
" you
attendance
are a queer
among
fellow.
them."
But of
course they will get you into parliament at the election before
Christmas, and these sudden shiftings and changes are no bad
preparation for political life. There's something in that ; good
training is always desirable, whether the race be for place, cup,
or Harry
sweepstakes."
Maylie looked as if he could have followed up this short
dialogue by one or two remarks that would have staggered the
doctor not a little, but he contented himself with saying, " We
shall see," and pursued the subject no further. The post-chaise
drove up to the door shortly afterwards, and Giles coming
in for the luggage, the good doctor bustled out to see it packed
away.
" Oliver," said Harry Maylie in a low voice , " let me speak a
word
Oliver
withwalked
you." into the window-recess to which Mr. Maylie
beckoned him ; much surprised at the mixture of sadness and
boisterous
" You can
spirits,
writewhich
well now,"
his whole
said behaviour
Harry, laying
displayed.
his hand upon
his"arm.
I hope
shall not
so, be
sir,"
at home
repliedagain,
Oliver.perhaps for some time ; I wish
you would write to me—say once a fortnight, every alternate
Monday, to the General Post Office in London : will you?" said
Mr. Maylie.
" Oh ! certainly sir ; I shall be proud to do it," exclaimed Oli
ver, greatly delighted with the commission.
lie"are,"
I should
said the
likeyoung
to know
man
how—how
; "and youmycan
mother
fill up and
a sheet
MissbyMaytell
ing me what walks you take, and what you talk about, and
whether she—they, I mean, seem happy and quite well. You
understand
" IOh
would
! quite,
me?"
rather
sir, you
quite,"
did not
replied
mention
Oliver.
it to them," said Harry,
hurrying over his words. " Because it might make my mother
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anxious to write to me oftener, and it is a trouble and worry to
her. Let it be a secret between you and me, and mind you tell
meOliver,
every quite
thing;elated
I depend
and honoured
upon you."
by a sense of his importance,
faithfully promised to be secret and explicit in his communica
tions, and Mr. Maylie took leave of him with many warm assur
ances
Theofdoctor
his regard
was in
andthe
protection.
chaise; Giles (who, it had been ar
ranged, should be left behind) held the door open in his hand ;
and the women-servants were in the garden looking on. Harry
cast one slight glance at the latticed window, and jumped into
the carriage.
"Drive on!" he cried, "hard, fast, full gallop. Nothing
short of flying will keep pace with me to-day."
" Halloa! " cried the doctor, letting down the front glass in a
great hurry, and shouting to the postilion, "something very
short of flying will keep pace with me. Do you hear ? "
Jingling and clattering till distance rendered its noise inaudi
ble, and its rapid progress only perceptible to the eye, the vehicle
wound its way along the road almost hidden in a cloud of dust,
now wholly disappearing, and now becoming visible again, as
intervening objects or the intricacies of the way permitted. It
was not until even the dusty cloud was no longer to be seen,
that
And
thethere
gazers
was
dispersed.
one looker-on, who remaining with eyes fixed
upon the spot where the carriage had disappeared, long after it
was many miles away ; for behind the white curtain which had
shrouded her from view, when Harry raised his eyes towards
the" window,
He seemssat
in Rose
high spirits
herself.and happy," she said at length. " I
feared for a time he might be otherwise. I was mistaken. I am
very,
Tears
very
areglad."
signs of gladness as well as grief, but those which
coursed down Rose's face as she sat pensively at the window,
still gazing in the same direction seemed to tell more of sorrow
than
IN WHICH
of joy.
THE READER, IF CHAPTER
HE OR SHE RESORT TO
XXXVI.
THE TWENTY-THIRD CHAPTER WILl

PERCEIVE A CONTRAST NOT UNCOMMON IN MATRIMONIAL CASES.

Mr. Bumble sat in the workhouse parlour, with his eyes
moodily fixed on the cheerless grate, whence, as it was summer
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time, no brighter gleam proceeded than the reflection of certain
sickly rays of the sun, which were sent back from its cold and
shining surface. A paper fly-cage dangled from the ceiling, to
which he occasionally raised his eyes in gloomy thought; and,
as the heedless insects hovered round the gaudy network, Mr.
Bumble would heave a deep sigh, while a more gloomy shadow
overspread his countenance. Mr. Bumble was meditating, and
it might be that the insects brought to mind some painful passage
in Nor
his own
was past
Mr. life.
Bumble's gloom the only thing calculated to
awaken a pleasing melancholy in the bosom of a spectator.
There were not wanting other appearances, and those closely
connected with his own person, which announced that a great
change had taken place in the position of his affairs. The laced
coat and the cocked hat, where were they ? He still wore kneebreeches and dark cotton stockings on his nether limbs, but
they were not the breeches. The coat was wide-skirted, and in
that respect like the coat, but, oh, how different ! The mighty
cocked-hat was replaced by a modest round one. Mr. Bumble
was
There
no longer
are some
a beadle.
promotions in life which, independent of the
more substantial rewards they offer, acquire peculiar value and
dignity from the coats and waistcoats connected with them. A
field-marshal has his uniform, a bishop his silk apron, a coun
sellor his silk gown, a beadle his cocked hat. Strip the bishop
of his apron, or the beadle of his cocked hat and gold lace, what
are they? Men,—mere men. Dignity, and even holiness too,
sometimes, are more questions of coat and waistcoat than some
people
Mr. Bumble
imagine.had married Mrs. Corney, and was master of the
workhouse. Another beadle had come into power, and on
him the cocked-hat, gold-laced coat, and staff, had all three
descended.
" And to-morrow two months it was done !" said Mr. Bumble
with
Mr.a sigh.
Bumble
" It
might
seemshave
a age."
meant that he had concentrated a
whole existence of happiness into the short space of eight
weeks ; but the sigh—there was a vast deal of meaning in the
sigh.
" I sold myself," said Mr. Bumble, pursuing the same train of
reflection, " for six teaspoons, a pair of sugar-tongs, and a
milk-pot, with a small quantity of second-hand furniter, and
twenty pound in money. I went very reasonable—cheap, dirt
cheap."
" Cheap !" cried a shrill voice in Mr. Bumble's ear : " You
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would have been dear at any price ; and dear enough I paid for
you,
Mr.Lord
Bumble
above
turned
knows
andthat."
encountered the face of his interesting
consort, who, imperfectly comprehending the few words she had
overheard of his complaint, had hazarded the foregoing remark
at "a venture.
Mrs. Bumble, ma'am!" said Mr. Bumble, with sentimental
sternness.
"Well!"
" Have thecried
goodness
the lady.
to look at me," said Mr. Bumble, fixing
his eyes upon her.
" If she stands such a eye as that," said Mr. Bumble to himself,
" she can stand anything. It is a eye I never knew to fail with
paupers, and if it fails with her my power is gone."
Whether an exceedingly small expansion of eye is sufficient
to quell paupers, who, being lightly fed, are in no very high
condition, or whether the late Mrs. Corney was particularly
proof against eagle glances, are matters of opinion. The matter
of fact is, that the matron was in no way overpowered by Mr.
Bumble's scowl, but, on the contrary, treated it with great disdain
and even raised a laugh thereat, which sounded as though it were
genuine.
On hearing this most unexpected sound, Mr. Bumble looked
first incredulous, and afterwards amazed. He then relapsed into
his former state ; nor did he rouse himself until his attention was
again
" Are
awakened
you going
by the
to sit
voice
snoring
of histhere
partner.
all day?" inquired Mrs.
Bumble.
" I am going to sit here as long as I think proper, ma'am,"
rejoined Mr. Bumble ; " and although I was not snoring, I shall
snore, gape, sneeze, laugh, or cry, as the humour strikes me^
such being my prerogative."
" Your prerogative !" sneered Mrs. Bumble with ineffable con
tempt.
" I said the word, ma'am," observed Mr. Bumble. " The
prerogative
" And what's
of a the
manprerogative
is to command."
of a woman, in the name of good
ness?"
"Tocried
obey,the
ma'am,"
relict ofthundered
Mr. Corney
Mr.deceased.
Bumble. " Your late unfort'nate husband should have taught it you, and then, perhaps,
heMrs.
mightBumble,
have been
seeing
alive
at now.
a glance
I wish
that the
he was,
decisive
poormoment
man !"had
now arrived, and that a blow struck for the mastership on one
side or other must necessarily be final and conclusive, no
sooner heard this allusion to the dead and gone, than she drop
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ped into a chair, and, with a loud scream that Mr. Bumble was
a hard-hearted brute, fell into a paroxysm of tears.
But tears were not the things to find their way to Mr. Bum
ble's soul ; his heart was water-proof. Like washable beaver
hats, that improve with rain, his nerves were rendered stouter
and more vigorous by showers of tears, which, being tokens of
weakness, and so far tacit admissions of his own power, pleased
and exalted him. He eyed his good lady with looks of great
satisfaction, and begged in an encouraging manner that she
should cry her hardest, the exercise being looked upon by the
faculty
"It opens
as strongly
the lungs,
conducive
washestothe
health.
countenance, exercises the
eyes, and softens down the temper," said Mr. Bumble : " so cry
away."
As he discharged himself of this pleasantry, Mr. Bumble took
his hat from a peg, and putting it on rather rakishly on one side,
as a man might do who felt he had asserted his superiority in a
becoming manner, thrust his hands into his pockets, and saun
tered towards the door with much ease and waggishness de
picted in his whole appearance.
Now Mrs. Corney, that was, had tried the tears, because
they were less troublesome than a manual assault; but she was
quite prepared to make trial of the latter mode of proceeding,
as The
Mr. first
Bumble
proof
washenot
experienced
long in discovering.
of the fact was conveyed in a
hollow sound, immediately succeeded by the sudden flying off of
his hat to the opposite end of the room. This preliminary pro
ceeding laying bare his head, the expert lady, clasping him tight
round the throat with one hand, inflicted a shower of blows
(dealt with singular vigour and dexterity) upon it with the
other. This done, she created a little variety by scratching his
face and tearing his hair off, and having by this time inflicted
as much punishment as she deemed necessary for the offence,
she pushed him over a chair, which was luckily well situated for
the purpose, and defied him to talk about his prerogative again
if "heGet
dared.
up," said Mrs. Bumble in a voice of command, " and
take yourself away from here, unless you want me to do some
thing
Mr.desperate."
Bumble rose with a very rueful countenance, wondering
much what something desperate might be, and, picking up his
hat,
" Are
"Certainly,
looked
youtowards
going?"
my dear,
the
demanded
door.
certainly,"
Mrs.rejoined
Bumble.Mr. Bumble, mak
ing
I'm going,
a quicker
my motion
dear—you
towards
are sothe
very
door.
violent,
"I didn't
that really
intend
I—"
to —
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At this instant Mrs. Bumble stepped hastily forward to replace
the carpet, which had been kicked up in the scuffle, and Mr.
Bumble immediately darted out of the room without bestowing
another thought on his unfinished sentence, leaving the late
Mrs.
Mr.Corney
Bumblein was
full fairly
possession
taken of
bythe
surprise,
field. and fairly beaten.
He had a decided bullying propensity, derived no inconsiderable
pleasure from the exercise of petty cruelty, and consequently
was (it is needless to say) a coward. This is by no means a dis
paragement to his character; for many official personages, who
are held in high respect and admiration, are the victims of simi
lar infirmities. The remark is made, indeed, rather in his favour
than otherwise, and with the view of impressing the reader with
a just sense of his qualifications for office.
But the measure of his degradation was not yet full. After
making a tour of the house, and thinking for the first time that
the poor-laws really were too hard upon people, and that men
who ran away from their wives, leaving them chargeable to the
parish, ought in justice to be visited with no punishment at all,
but rather rewarded as meritorious individuals who had suffered
much, Mr. Bumble came to a room where some of the female
paupers were usually employed in washing the parish linen, and
whence
" Hem!"
the sound
said Mr.
of voices
Bumble,
in conversation
summoning up
now
all proceeded.
his native dig
nity. " These women at least shall continue to respect the pre
rogative. Hallo ! hallo there !—what do you mean by this noise,
you
With
hussies?"
these words Mr. Bumble opened the door, and walked
in with a very fierce and angry manner, which was at once ex
changed for a most humiliated and cowering air as his eyes un
expectedly
"My
" Didn't
dear,"
rested
know
saidon
I Mr.
was
theBumble,
here!"
form ofrepeated
"I
hisdidn't
ladyMrs.
wife.
knowBumble.
you were"What
here."

do you do here?"
"I thought they were talking rather too much to be doing
their work properly, my dear," replied Mr. Bumble, glancing
distractedly at a couple of old women at the washtub, who were
comparing notes of admiration at the workhouse-master's hu
mility.
" You thought they were talking too much ? " said Mrs. Bum
ble."What
" Why,
"What
my
business
business
dear—"
is isurged
ititofofyours?"
yours?"
Mr. Bumble
demanded
submissively.
Mrs. Bumble
again.
" It's very true you 're matron here, my dear," submitted Mr.
Bumble ; " but I thought you mightn't be in the way just then."
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" I'll tell you what, Mr. Bumble," returned his lady, " we
don't want any of your interference, and you 're a great deal
too fond of poking your nose into things that don't concern you,
making every body in the house laugh the moment your back is
turned, and making yourself look like a fool every hour in the
day.
Mr.BeBumble,
off; come
seeing
! " with excruciating feelings the delight of
the two old paupers who were tittering together most rapturous
ly, hesitated for an instant. Mrs. Bumble, whose patience
brooked no delay, caught up a bowl of soaps-suds, and mo
tioning him towards the door, ordered him instantly to depart,
onWhat
pain ofcould
receiving
Mr. the
Bumble
contents
do? upon
He looked
his portly
dejectedly
person. round,
and slunk away ; and, as he reached the door, the titterings of
the paupers broke into a shrill chuckle of irrepressible delight.
It wanted but this. He was degraded in their eyes ; he had lost
caste and station before the very paupers ; he had fallen from
all the height and pomp of beadleship to the lowest depth of the
most
"All
snubbed
in two hen-peckery.
months !" said Mr. Bumble, filled with dismal
thoughts. "Two months—not more than two months ago I was
not only my own master, but every body else's, so far as the
porochial workhouse was concerned, and now?—"
It was too much. Mr. Bumble boxed the ears of the boy who
opened the gate for him (for he had reached the portal in his
reverie),
He walked
and up
walked
one street
distractedly
and down
intoanother
the street.
until exercise had
abated the first passion of his grief, and then the revulsion of
feeling made him thirsty. He passed a great many public-houses,
and at length paused before one in a by-way, whose parlour, as
he gathered from a hasty peep over the blinds, was deserted save
by one solitary customer. It began to rain heavily at the mo
ment, and this determined him ; Mr. Bumble stepped in, and
ordering something to drink as he passed the bar, entered the
apartment
The maninto
whowhich
was seated
he hadthere
lookedwas
from
tallthe
andstreet.
dark, and wore
a large cloak. He had the air of a stranger, and seemed, by a
certain haggardness in his look, as well as by the dusty soils on
his dress, to have travelled some distance. He eyed Bumble
askance as he entered, but scarcely deigned to nod his head in
that
acknowledgment
and-water
pomp
It
Mr.the
soand
Bumble
happened,
stranger
importance.
in silence,
hadof
had
however—as
quite
hisand
been
salutation.
dignity
read
more
enough
the
it familiar,
will
paper
happen
for two,
so he
with
very
supposing
great
drank
often
show
hiswhen
even
ginof
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men fall into company under such circumstances— that Mr.
Bumble felt every now and then a powerful inducement, which
he could not resist, to steal a look at the stranger, and that
whenever he did so he withdrew his eyes in some confusion, to
find that the stranger was at that moment stealing a look at
him. Mr. Bumble's awkwardness was enhanced by the very
remarkable expression of the stranger's eye, which was keen
and bright, but shadowed by a scowl of distrust and suspicion
unlike any thing he had ever observed before, and most repulsive
to When
behold.they had encountered each other's glance several times
in "this
Were
way,you
the looking
stranger,forinme,"
a harsh,
he said,
deep"voice,
when broke
you peered
silence.
in
at "theNot
Bumble
window?"
stopped
that I am
short,
aware
forof,
he unless
was curious
you'retoMr.
know the
" stranger's
Here Mr.
name,
" I see
and you
thought
wereinnot,"
his impatience
said the stranger,
he might supply
an expression
the blank.
of
quiet sarcasm playing about his mouth, " or you would have
known my name. You donTknow it, and I should recommend
you not to inquire."
" I meant no harm, young man," observed Mr. Bumble,
majestically.
" And have done none," said the stranger.
Another silence succeeded this short dialogue, which was
again
" I broken
have seen
by you
the stranger.
before, I think," said he. " You were dif
ferently dressed at that time, and I only passed you in the street,
but 1 should know you again. You were beadle here once, were
you not? "
"I was," said Mr. Bumble, in some surprise. " Porochial
beadle."
" Just so," rejoined the other, nodding his head. " It was in
that
" Master
character
of Ithe
sawworkhouse,"
you. " What
rejoined
are youMr.
now?"
Bumble, slowly
and impressively, to check any undue familiarity the stranger
might otherwise assume. " Master of the workhouse, young
man!"
" You have the same eye to your own interest that you always
have
into
question.
Mr.
had,Bumble's
I"doubt
Don'teyes
not?"
scruple
as resumed
hetoraised
answer
the
them
freely,
stranger,
in astonishment
man.looking
I know
keenly
atyou
the
. pretty
" I suppose
well, you
a married
see." man," replied Mr. Bumble, shading his
eyes with his hand, and surveying the stranger from head to
foot in evident perplexity, " is not more averse to turning an
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honest penny when he can than a single one. Porochial officers
are not so well paid that they can afford to refuse any little
extra
Thefee,
stranger
when itsmiled,
comes and
to them
nodded
in ahis
civil
head
andagain,
properasmanner."
much as
to say he found he had not mistaken his man : then rang the
bell.
" Fill this glass again," he said, handing Mr. Bumble's empty
tumbler to the landlord. " Let it be strong and hot. You like
it so,
" Not
You
I suppose?"
too
understand
strong," replied
what that
Mr. Bumble,
means, with
landlord!"
a delicatesaid
cough.
the

stranger,
The host
drily.
smiled, disappeared, and shortly afterwards re
turned with a steaming jorum, of which the first gulp brought
the" water
Now listen
into Mr.
to me,"
Bumble's
said the
eyes.
stranger, after closing the door
and window. " I came down to this place to-day to find you
out, and, by one of those chances which the devil throws in the
way of his friends sometimes, you walked into the very room I
was sitting in while you were uppermost in my mind. I want
some information from you, and don't ask you to give it for
nothing,
As he spoke
slight he
as pushed
it is. Put
a couple
up that
of to
sovereigns
begin with."
across the table
to his companion carefully, as though unwilling that the chink
ing of money should be heard without; and when Mr. Bumble
had scrupulously examined the coins to see that they were
genuine, and put them up with much satisfaction in his
waistcoat-pocket,
" Carry your memory
he wentback—let
on.
me see—twelve years last
winter."
" It's a long time," said Mr. Bumble. " Very good. I've
clone
"Good!"
" The
it." scene the workhouse."
" And the time night."
" Yes." '
" And the place the crazy hole, wherever it was, in which
miserable drabs brought forth the life and health so often denied
to themselves—gave birth to puling children for the parish to
rear,
"The
and lying-in
hid theirroom,
shame,
I suppose
rot 'em,that
in the
means?"
grave."said Mr. Bum
ble," Yes,"
A
notmany
quite
saidfollowing
boys,"
the stranger.
observed
the stranger's
" Mr.
A boy
Bumble,
excited
was born
shaking
description.
there."his head

despondingly.
" A murrain on the young devils!" cried the stranger impa16
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tiently; "I speak of one, a meek-looking pale-faced hound,
who was apprenticed down here, to a coffin-maker (I wish he
had made his coffin, and screwed his body in it), and who
afterwards
" Why you
ran mean
away Oliver—young
to London, as itTwist?"
was supposed."
said Mr. Bumble:
" I remember him of course. There wasn't a obstinater young
rascal
" It's not" of him I want to hear ; I've heard enough of him,"
said the stranger, stopping Mr. Bumble in the very outset of a
tirade on the subject of poor Oliver's vices. " It's of a woman,
the" hag
Where
thatisnursed
she?" his
saidmother.
Mr. Bumble,
Where
whom
is she?"
the gin-ahd-water
had rendered facetious. " It would be hard to tell. There's no
midwifery there, whichever place she's gone to ; so I suppose
she's out of employment any way."
"The
That
What
man
she
dolooked
died
you mean?
last
fixedly
winter,"
" demanded
at him
rejoined
when
theMr.
he
stranger
had
Bumble.
given
sternly.
this in
formation, and although he did not withdraw his eyes for some
time afterwards, his gaze gradually became vacant and abstract
ed, and he seemed lost in thought. For some time he appeared
doubtful whether he ought to be relieved or disappointed by
the intelligence, but at length he breathed more freely, and
withdrawing his eyes, observed that it was no great matter, and
rose
Mr.as Bumble
if to depart.
was cunning enough, and he at once saw that
an opportunity was opened for the lucrative disposal of some
secret in the possession of his better half. He well remembered
the night of old Sally's death, which the occurrences of that day
had given him good reason to recollect as the occasion on which
he had proposed to Mrs. Corney, and although that lady had
never confided to him the disclosure of which she had been the
solitary witness, he had heard enough to know that it related to
something that had occurred in the old woman's attendance as
workhouse nurse, upon the young mother of Oliver Twist.
Hastily calling this circumstance to mind, he informed the
stranger with an air of mystery, that one woman had been clo
seted with the old harridan shortly before she died, and that
she could, as he had reason to believe, throw some light on the
subject
" How
of his
caninquiry.
I find her?" said the stranger, thrown off his
guard, and plainly showing that all his fears (whatever they
were)
" Only
To-morrow,"
When?"
were
through
aroused
criedme,"
rejoined
the
afresh
stranger
rejoined
by
Bumble.
thehastily.
Mr.
intelligence.
Bumble.
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" At nine in the evening," said the stranger, producing a
scrap of paper, and writing down an obscure address, by the
water-side, upon it, in characters that betrayed his agitation,
" at nine in the evening, bring her to me there. I needn't tell
youWith
to bethese
secret,words
for it'sheyour
led interest."
the way to the door, after stop
ping to pay for the liquor that had been drunk ; and shortly re
marking that their roads were different, departed without more
ceremony than an emphatic repetition of the hour of appointment
forOn
theglancing
followingatnight.
the address, the parochial functionary ob
served that it contained no name. The stranger had not gone
far, so he made after him to ask it.
" Who's that? " cried the man turning quickly round as Bum
ble touched him on the arm. " Following me ! "
" Only to ask a question," said the other, pointing to the scrap
of paper. " What name am I to ask for?"
" Monks ! " rejoined the man, and strode hastily away.

CHAPTER XXXVII.
Containing an account of what passed between mr. and mrs. bumble and
monks, at their nocturnal interview.

It was a dull, close, overcast summer evening, when the
clouds, which had been threatening all day, spread out in a
dense and sluggish mass of vapour, already yielded large drops
of rain, and seemed to presage a violent thunder-storm,—as
Mr. and Mrs. Bumble, turning out of the main street of the
town, directed their course towards a scattered little colony of
ruinous houses, distant from it some mile and a-half, or there
abouts, and erected on a low unwholesome swamp, bordering
upon
They
thewere
river.both wrapped in old and shabby outer garments,
which might perhaps serve the double purpose of protecting
their persons from the rain, and sheltering them from observa
tion ; the husband carried a lantern, from which however, no
light
—theyet
wayshone,
being and
dirty—to
trudged
giveonhisa few
wife paces
the benefit
in front,
of treading
as though
in
his heavy foot-prints. They went on in profound silence; every
now and then Mr. Bumble relaxed his pace, and turned his head
round, as if to make sure that his help mate was following, and,
discovering that she was close at his heels, mended his rate of
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walking, and proceeded at a considerable increase of speed
towards
This was
theirfarplace
fromof being
destination.
a place of doubtful character, for it
had long been known as the residence of none but low and
desperate ruffians, who, under various pretences of living by
their labour, subsisted chiefly on plunder and crime. It was a
collection of mere hovels, some hastily built with loose bricks,
and others of old worm-eaten ship timber, jumbled together
without any attempt at order or arrangement, and planted, for
the most part, within a few feet of the river's bank. A few leaky
boats drawn up on the mud, and made fast to the dwarf wall
which skirted it, and here and there an oar or coil of rope,
appeared at first to indicate that the inhabitants of these mise
rable cottages pursued some avocation on the river ; but a
glance at the shattered and useless condition of the articles thus
displayed would have led a passer-by without much difficulty to
the conjecture that they were disposed there, rather for the pre
servation of appearances than with any view to their being
actually
In theemployed.
heart of this cluster of huts, and skirting the river,
which its upper stories overhung, stood a large building for
merly used as a manufactory of some kind, and which had in its
day probably furnished employment to the inhabitants of the
surrounding tenements. But it had long since gone to ruin.
The rat, the worm, and the action of the damp, had weakened
and rotted the piles on which it stood, and a considerable portion
of the building had already sunk down into the water beneath,
while the remainder, tottering and bending over the dark stream,
seemed to wait a favourable opportunity of following its old com
panion,
It wasand
before
involving
this ruinous
itself in building
the same that
fate. the worthy couple
paused as the first peal of distant thunder reverberated in the
air," and
The the
place
rainshould
commenced
be somewhere
pouring here,"
violentlysaid
down.
Bumble, con
sulting
Following
" Halloa
a scrap
there
theof!"
sound,
paper
criedhe
Bumble
a voice
held in
raised
from
his above.
hand.
his head, and descried a

man looking out of a door, breast-high, on the second story.
"Stand still a minute," cried the voice; "I'll be with you
directly." With which the head disappeared, and the door
closed.
Mr.
" Then,
Is Bumble
that mind
thenodded
man?"
what in
asked
I the
toldaffirmative.
Mr.
you,"
Bumble's
said the
good
matron,
lady. " and be

careful
Mr. Bumble,
to say as who
little as
hadyoueyed
can,the
or you'll
building
betray
withusvery
at once."
rueful
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looks, was apparently about to express some doubts relative to
the advisability of proceeding any farther with the enterprise
just then, when he was prevented by the appearance of Monks,
who opened a small door, near which they stood, and beckoned
them inwards.
" Come! " he cried impatiently, stamping his foot upon the
ground.
The woman,
" Don'twho
keephad
me hesitated
here ! " at first, walked boldly in
without any further invitation, and Mr. Bumble, who was
ashamed or afraid to lag behind, followed, obviously very ill at
his ease, and with scarcely any of that remarkable dignity which
was
" What
usuallythe
hisdevil
chiefmade
characteristic.
you stand lingering there in the wet?"
said Monks, turning round, and addressing Bumble, after he
had" We—we
bolted thewere
dooronly
behind
cooling
them.ourselves," stammered Bumble,
looking
"Cooling
apprehensively
yourselves!"
about
retorted
him. Monks. " Not all the rain
that ever fell, or ever will fall, will put as much of hell's fire out
as a man can carry about with him. You won't cool yourself so
easily,
Withdon't
this think
agreeable
it! " speech Monks turned short upon the
matron, and bent his fierce gaze upon her, till even she, who was
not easily cowed, was fain to withdraw her eyes, and turn them
towards
" This
Hem!
the
is That
the
ground.
woman,
is the woman,"
is it? " demanded
replied Mr.
Monks.
Bumble, mindful of

his" wife's
You think
caution.
women never can keep secrets, I suppose?" said
the matron, interposing, and returning as she spoke the search
ing" look
I know
of Monks.
they will always keep one till it's found out," said
Monks contemptuously.
" And what may that be?" asked the matron in the same
tone.
" The loss of their own good name," replied Monks : " so,
by the same rule, if a woman's a party to a secret that mjght
hang or transport her, I'm not afraid of her telling it to any
body, not I. Do you understand me? "
" No,"
Of course
rejoined
you the
don'tmatron,
! " said slightly
Monks ironically.
colouring as
" How
she spoke.
should
you
Bestowing
?"
something half-way between a sneer and a scowl
upon his two companions, and again beckoning them to follow
him, the man hastened across the apartment, which was of
considerable extent, but low in the roof, and was preparing to
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ascend a steep staircase, or rather ladder, leading to another
floor of warehouses above, when a bright flash of lightning
streamed down the aperture, and a peal of thunder followed,
which
" Hear
shook
it!"
thehecrazy
cried,
building
shrinking
to its back.
centre. " Hear it rolling
and crashing away as if it echoed through a thousand caverns,
where the devils are hiding from it. Fire the sound ! I hate it."
He remained silent for a few moments, and then removing his
hands suddenly from his face, showed, to the unspeakable dis
composure of Mr. Bumble, that it was much distorted, and
nearly black.
" These fits come over me now and then," said Monks, ob
serving his alarm, " and thunder sometimes brings them on.
Don't
Thusmind
speaking,
me now
he; led
it's the
all over
way for
up the
thisladder,
once."and hastily clos
ing the window-shutter of the room into which it led, lowered
a lantern which hung at the end of a rope and pulley passed
through one of the heavy beams in the ceiling, and which cast a
dim light upon an old table and three chairs that were placed
beneath
" Now,"
it. said Monks, when they had all three seated them
selves, '' the sooner we come to our business, the better for all.
The
The
woman
question
knows
waswhat
addressed
it is, does
to Bumble;
she?" but his wife antici
pated the reply, by intimating that she was perfectly acquainted
with
" He
it. is right in saying that you were with this hag the night
she died, and that she told you something—"
" About the mother of the boy you named," replied the ma
tron interrupting him. '< Yes."
" The first question is, of what nature was her communica
tion?"
" That's
said the
Monks.
second," observed the woman with much de
liberation. " The first is, what may the communication be
worth?"
,' Who the devil can tell that, without knowing of what kind
it is.?
"Nobody
" asked better
Monks.than you, I am persuaded," answered Mrs.
Bumble, who did not want for spirit, as her yokefellow could
abundantly
" Humphtestify.
! " said Monks significantly, and with a look of
eager
" Perhaps
Something
inquiry,there
'<that
there
may,"
was
may
taken
was
be money's
the
from
composed
her,"
worth
said
reply.
to Monks
get, eh?"
eagerly,
<' something that she wore—something that—"
" You had better bid," interrupted Mrs. Bumble. " I have
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heard enough already to assure me that you are the man I ought
to Mr.
talk Bumble,
to."
who had not yet been admitted by his better half
into any greater share of the secret than he had originally pos
sessed, listened to this dialogue with outstretched neck and dis
tended eyes, which he directed towards his wife and Monks by
turns in undisguised astonishment; increased, if possible, when
the latter sternly demanded what sum was required for the dis
closure.
" "What's it worth to you? " asked the woman, as collectedly
as "It
before.
may be nothing; it may be twenty pounds," replied
and-twenty
Monks
" Add
; "five
speak
pounds
pounds
out, in
to
andthe
gold,"
letsum
mesaid
knowthe
you
have
which."
woman,
named ; "and
give me
I'llfivetell

you all I know—not before."
" Five-and-twenty pounds!" exclaimed Monks, drawing
back.
" I spoke as plainly as I could," replied Mrs. Bumble, " and it's
not"Not
a large
a large
sum either."
sum for a paltry secret, that may be nothing
when it's told ! " cried Monks impatiently, " and which has been
lying
"Such
dead matters
for twelve
keep
years
well,
past,
and,orlike
more
good
! " wine, often double
their value in course of time," answered the matron, still pre
serving the resolute indifference she had assumed. " As to
lying dead, there are those who will lie dead for twelve thou
sand years to come, or twelve million, for any thing you or I
know,
"What
"Youwho
can
if will
Ieasily
paytellittake
strange
for nothing?"
it away
tales again,"
at asked
last ! replied
"Monks,the
hesitating.
matron. "I

am"Not
but a alone,
woman,
myalone
dear,here,
nor and
unprotected
unprotected."
neither," submitted
Mr. Bumble, in a voice tremulous with fear, ; "/am here, my
dear. And besides," said Mr. Bumble, his teeth chattering as
he spoke, "Mr. Monks is too much of a gentleman to attempt
any violence on porochial persons. Mr. Monks is aware that I
am not a young man, my dear, and also that 1 am a little run to
seed, as I may say ; but he has heerd—I say I have no doubt
Mr. Monks has heerd, my dear—that I am a very determined
officer, with very uncommon strength, if I'm once roused. I
only
Aswant
Mr. Bumble
a little rousing,
spoke, hethat's
madeall."
a melancholy feint of grasping
his lantern with fierce determination, and plainly showed, by
the alarmed expression of every feature, that he did want a
little rousing, and not a little, prior to making any very warlike
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demonstration, unless, indeed, against paupers, or other person
or "You
persons
aretrained
a fool,"down
said for
Mrs.theBumble,
purpose.in reply, "and had bet
ter"He
hold had
yourbetter
tongue."
have cut it out before he came, if he can't
speak in a lower tone," said Monks, grimly. " So he's your
husband,
" He myeh?"
husband ! " tittered the matron parrying the ques
tion.
" I thought as much when you came in," rejoined Monks,
marking the angry glance which the lady darted at her spouse
as she spoke. " So much the better ; I have less hesitation in
dealing with two people, when I find that there's only one will
between them. I'm in earnest—see here."
He thrust his hand into a side-pocket, and producing a can
vass bag, told out twenty-five sovereigns on the table, and
pushed
"Now,"
themheover
said,
to the
"gather
woman.
them up ; and when this cursed
peal of thunder, that I feel iscoming up to break over the house
top, is gone, let's hear your story."
The roar of thunder, which seemed in fact much nearer,
and to shiver and break almost over their heads, having sub
sided, Monks, raising his face from the table, bent forward to
listen to what the woman should say. The faces of the three
nearly touched as the two men leant over the small table in their
eagerness to hear, and the woman also leant forward to render
her whisper audible. The sickly rays of the suspended lantern
falling directly upon them, aggravated the paleness and anxiety
of their countenances, which, encircled by the deepest gloom
and" When
darkness,
thislooked
woman,
ghastly
that we
in called
the extreme.
old Sally, died," the ma
tron
" Was
began,
there
"she
noand
oneIby?"
were asked
alone,"
Monks, in the same hollow
whisper, " no sick wretch or idiot in some other bed ?—no one
who
" Not
could
a soul,"
hear, and
replied
might
the by
woman
possibility
; " weunderstand
were alone? ": / stood
alone
" Good,"
beside said
the body
Monks,
when
regarding
death came
her attentively
over it." s " go on."
" She spoke of a young creature," resumed the matron,
" who had brought a child into the world some years before :
not merely in the same room, but in the same bed in which she
then
" Ay?"
lay dying."
said Monks, with quivering lip, and glancing over
his shoulder. " Blood ! How things come about at last ! "
" The child was the one you named to him last night," said
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the matron, nodding carelessly towards her husband; "the
mother this nurse had robbed."
"In life?"
death,"asked
replied
Monks.
the woman, with something like a shud
der. "She stole from the corpse, when it had hardly turned
to one, that which the dead mother had prayed her with her last
breath
"Shetosold
keepit?"
for cried
the infant's
Monks,sake.
with" desperate eagerness ; "did
she" sell
As she
it ?—where
told me ?—when
with great
?—to
difficulty
whomthat
?—how
she had
longdone
before
this,"
?"
said
"Without
the matron,
saying
"shemore?"
fell backcried
and Monks,
died." in a voice which,
from its very suppression, seemed only the more furious. "It's
a lie ! I'll not be played with. She said more—I'll tear the life
out"She
of you
didn't
both,utter
but I'll
another
know word,"
what it was."
said the woman, to all ap
pearance unmoved (as Mr. Bumble was very far from being) by
the strange man's violence ; " but she clutched my gown vio
lently with one hand, which was partly closed, and when I saw
that she was dead, and so removed the hand by force, I found it
clasped
"Nothing,"
" Which
a scrap
contained—"
replied
of dirtythe
paper."
interposed
woman ; "it
Monks,
was astretching
pawnbroker's
forward.
du

plicate."
" For
In good
what time
? " demanded
I'll tell you,"
Monks.
said the woman. "I judge that
she had kept the trinket for some time, in the hope of turning it
to better account, and then pawned it, and saved or scraped to
gether money to pay the pawnbroker's interest year by year,
and prevent its running out, so that if any thing came of it, it
could still be redeemed. Nothing had come of it ; and, as I tell
you, she died with the scrap of paper, all worn and tattered, in
her hand. The time was out in two days ; I thought something
might
" Where
There"
one day
is replied
itcome
now?"
of
theitasked
woman.
too, and
Monks
so
And,
redeemed
quickly.
as if glad
thetopledge."
be relieved

of it, she hastily threw upon the table a small kid bag scarcely
large enough for a French watch, which Monks pouncing upon,
tore open with trembling hands. It contained a little gold
locket, in which were two locks of hair, and a plain gold
wedding-ring.
" It has the word 'Agnes' engraved on the inside," said the
woman. "There is a blank left for the surname, and then
follows the date, which is within a year before the child was
born ; I found out that."
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" And this is all?" said Monks, after a close and eager scrutiny
of Mr.
"the
All,"
contents
Bumble
replieddrew
ofthe
the awoman.
little
longpacket.
breath, as if he were glad to And
that the story was over, and no mention made of taking the
five-and-twenty pounds back again ; and now took courage to
wipe off the perspiration, which had been trickling over his nose
unchecked
" I know during
nothingtheofwhole
the story
of the
beyond
previous
what
conversation.
I can guess at,"
said his wife, addressing Monks after a short silence, "and I
want to know nothing, for it's safer not. But I may ask you
two" You
questions,
may ask,"
may Isaid
? " Monks, with some show of surprise,
" but
"—Which
whether makes
I answer
three,"
or notobserved
is another
Mr.
question."
Bumble, essaying a
stroke
" Is of
thatfacetiousness.
what you expected to get from me?" demanded the
matron.
""Never,"
What
It is," you
replied
rejoined
propose
Monks.
Monks
to do "with
; "The
nor
it.other
against
Canquestion
it me
be used
either.
! —"
against
See here
me?"-y

but don't move a step forward, or your life's not worth a
bulrush ! "
With these words he suddenly wheeled the table aside, and
pulling an iron ring in the boarding, threw back a large trap
door which opened close at Mr. Bumble's feet, and caused that
gentleman to retire several paces backward with great preci
pitation.
"Look down," said Monks, lowering the lantern into the
gulf. "Don't fear me. I could have let you down quietly
enough
Thus when
encouraged,
you werethe
seated
matron
over drew
it, if that
nearhadtobeen
the my
brink,
game."
and
even Mr. Bumble himself, impelled by curiosity, ventured to do
the same. The turbid water, swollen by the heavy rain, was
rushing rapidly on below, and all other sounds were lost in the
noise of its plashing and eddying against the green and slimy
piles. There had once been a water-mill beneath, and the tide,
foaming and chafing round the few rotten stakes, and frag
ments of machinery, that yet remained, seemed to dart onward
with a new impulse when freed from the obstacles which had
unavailingly
"If you flung
attempted
a man'sto body
stem down
its headlong
there, where
course. would it be
to-morrow morning? " said Monks, swinging the lantern to and
fro"inTwelve
the dark
miles
well.
down the river, and cut to pieces besides,"
replied Bumble, recoiling at the very notion.
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Monks drew the little packet from his breast, into which he
had hurriedly thrust it, and tying it firmly to a leaden weight
which had formed a part of some pulley, and was lying on the
floor, dropped it into the stream. It fell straight, and true as a
die,The
clove
three
the water
lookedwith
intoa scarcely
each other's
audiblefaces
splash,
, and
andseemed
was gone.
to
breathe
"There!"
more freely.
said Monks, closing the trap-door, which fell
heavily back into its former position. " If the sea ever gives up
its dead—as books say it will—it will keep its gold and silver to
itself, and that trash among it. We have nothing more to say,
and"You'll
" By
mayallbreak
means,"
keepupa our
quiet
observed
pleasant
tongue
Mr.party."
inBumble
your head,
with great
will alacrity.
you?" said
Monks,
" Youwith
maya threatening
depend upon
look.
me,"Iyoung
am notman,"
afraid answered
of your wife."
Mr.
Bumble, bowing himself gradually towards the ladder with ex
cessive politeness. " On every body's account, young man; on
my"Iown,
am you
gladknow,
for your
Mr. Monks."
sake to hear it," remarked Monks.
"Light
It was
your
fortunate
lantern, that
and get
theaway
conversation
from here terminated
as fast as youatcan."
this
point, or Mr. Bumble, who had bowed himself to within six
inches of the ladder, would infallibly have pitched headlong
into the room below. He lighted his lantern from that which
Monks had detached from the rope, and now carried in his hand,
and, making no effort to prolong the discourse, descended in
silence, followed by his wife. Monks brought up the rear, after
pausing on the steps to satisfy himself that there were no other
sounds to be heard than the beating of the rain without, and the
rushing
They traversed
of the water.
the lower room slowly, and with caution, for
Monks started at every shadow, and Mr. Bumble, holding his
lantern a foot above the ground, walked not only with remarkable
care, but with a marvellously light step for a gentleman of his
figure : looking nervously about him for hidden trap.doors. The
gate at which they had entered was softly unfastened and
opened by Monks, and, merely exchanging a nod with their
mysterious acquaintance, the married couple emerged into the.
wetThey
andwere
darkness
no sooner
outside.
gone, than Monks, who appeared to en
tertain an invincible repugnance to being left alone, called to a
boy who had been hidden somewhere below, and bidding him
go first, and bear the light, returned to the chamber he had just
quitted.
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CHAPTER XXXVIII.
WITH WHOM THE

INTRODUCES SOME RESPECTABLE CHARACTERS

ACQUAINTED,

READER

IS ALREADY

AND SHOWS HOW MONKS AND THE JEW LAID THEIR WORTHY HEADS

TOGETHER.

It was about two hours earlier on the evening following that
upon which the three worthies mentioned in the last chapter
disposed of their little matter of business as therein narrated,
when Mr. William Sikes, awakening from a nap, drowsily
growled
The room
forthinanwhich
inquiry
Mr.what
Sikes
time
propounded
of night it was.
this question was
not one of those he had tenanted previous to the Chertsey expe
dition, although it was in the same quarter of the town,
and was situated at no great distance from his former lodgings.
It was not in appearance so desirable a habitation as his old quar
ters, being a mean and badly-furnished apartment of very limited
size, lighted only by one small window in the shelving roof,
and abutting upon a close and dirty lane. Nor were there
wanting other indications of the good gentleman's having gone
down in the world of late ; for a great scarcity of furniture, and
total absence of comfort, together with the disappearance
of all such small moveables as spare clothes and linen, bespoke
a state of extreme poverty, while the meagre and attenuated
condition of Mr. Sikes himself would have fully confirmed these
symptoms
The housebreaker
if they hadwas
stood
lying
in need
on the
of corroboration.
bed wrapped in his white
great-coat, by way of dressing-gown, and displaying a set
of features in no degree improved by the cadaverous hue of ill
ness, and the addition of a soiled nightcap, and a stiff, black
beard of a week's growth. The dog sat at the bedside, now
eyeing his master with a wistful look, and now pricking his
. ears, and uttering a low growl as some noise in the street, or in
the lower part of the house, attracted his attention. Seated by
the window, busily engaged in patching an old waistcoat which
formed a portion of the robber's ordinary dress, was a female,
so pale and reduced with watching and privation that there
would have been considerable difficulty in recognising her as the
same Nancy who has already figured in this tale, but for
the voice in which she replied to Mr. Sikes's question.
" Not long gone seven," said the girl. " How do you feel to
night,
" AsBill
weak
?" as water," replied Mr. Sikes, with an imprecation
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on his eyes and limbs. " Here ; lend us a hand, and let me get
offIllness
this thundering
had not improved
bed, anyhow."
Mr. Sikes's temper, for, as the
girl raised him up, and led him to a chair, he muttered various
curses upon her awkwardness, and struck her.
" Whining, are you?" said Sikes. " Come; don't stand sni
velling there. If you can't do any thing better than that, cut off
altogether.
"I hear you,"
D'ye hear
replied
me?"the girl, turning her face aside,
and forcing a laugh. " What fancy have you got in your
head
" Oh
now
! you
?" 've thought better of it, have you ?" growled Sikes,
marking the tear which trembled in her eye. " All the better
for"Why,
you, youyou
have."
don't mean to say you'd be hard upon me to
night,
" No!"
Such
Bill,"
cried
a said
number
Mr.
the Sikes.
girl,
of nights,"
laying
" Why
her
said
hand
not?"
the upon
girl, his
withshoulder.
a touch of
woman's tenderness, which communicated something like sweet
ness of tone even to her voice, — " such a number of nights as
I've been patient with you, nursing and caring for you, as if you
had been a child, and this the first that I've seen you like your
self; you wouldn't have served me as you did just now, if you'd
thought of that, would you ? Come, come ; say you wouldn't."
" Well, then," rejoined Mr. Sikes. " I wouldn't. Why,
damme, now, the girl's whining again !"
"It's nothing," said the girl, throwing herself into a chair.
" Don't you seem to mind me, and it'll soon be over."
" What'll be over?" demanded Mr. Sikes in a savage voice.
" What foolery are you up to now again? Get up, and bustle
about, and don't come over me with your woman's nonsense."
At any other time this remonstrance, and the tone in which it
was delivered, would have had the desired effect; but the girl
being really weak and exhausted, dropped her head over
the back of the chair, and fainted, before Mr. Sikes could get out
a few of the appropriate oaths with which on similar occasions
he was accustomed to garnish his threats. Not knowing very
well what to do in this uncommon emergency, for Miss Nancy's
hysterics were usually of that violent kind which the patient
fights and struggles out of without much assistance, Mr. Sikes
tried a little blasphemy, and finding that mode of treatment
wholly
"What's
" Lend
ineffectual,
a hand
the matter
to the
called
girl,
here,
for
can't
my
assistance.
dear?"
you ?" replied
said theSikes
Jew,impatiently,
looking in.

" and
With
don't
an exclamation
stand chattering
of surprise
and grinning
Fagin hastened
at me !" lothe girl's as
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sistance, while Mr. John Dawkins (otherwise the Artful Dodger),
who had followed his venerable friend into the room, hastily
deposited on the floor a bundle with which he was laden, and,
snatching a bottle from the grasp of Master Charles Bates who
came close at his heels, uncorked it in a twinkling with his teeth,
and poured a portion of its contents down the patient's throat;
previously
" Give her
taking
a whiff
a taste
of himself
fresh airto with
prevent
the mistakes.
bellows, Charley,"
said Mr. Dawkins ; " and you slap her hands, Fagin, while Bill
undoes
Thesetheunited
petticuts."
restoratives, administered with great energy,
especially that department consigned to Master Bates, who
appeared to consider his share in the proceeding a piece of
unexampled pleasantry, were not long in producing the desired
effect. The girl gradually recovered her senses, and, stagger
ing to a chair by the bedside, hid her face upon the pillow,
leaving Mr. Sikes to confront the new-comers, in some astonish
ment at their unlooked-for appearance.
" Why, what evil wind has blowed you here?" he asked of
Fagin.
" No evil wind at all, my dear," replied the Jew; "for ill
winds blow nobody any good, and I've brought something good
with me that you'll be glad to see. Dodger, my dear, open the
bundle, and give Bill the little trifles that we spent all our money
onInthis
compliance
morning."with Mr. Fagin's request, the Artful untied his
bundle, which was of large size, and formed of an old tablecloth,
and handed the articles it contained, one by one, to Charley
Bates, who placed them on the table, with various encomiums
on"their
Sitchrarity
a rabbit
and excellence.
pie, Bill !" exclaimed that young gentleman,
disclosing to view a huge pasty ; " sitch delicate creeturs, with
sitch tender limbs, Bill, that the wery bones melt in your mouth,
and there's no occasion to pick'em ; half a pound of seven and
sixpenny green, so precious strong that if you mix it with boiling
water, it'll go nigh to blow the lid of the teapot off; a pound and
a half of moist sugar that the niggers didn't work at all at afore
they got it to sitch a pitch of goodness,—oh no ! two half-quartern
brans; pound of best fresh; piece of double Glo'ster; and, to
wind up all, some of the richest sort you ever lushed." Utter
ing this last panegyric, Master Bates produced from one of his
extensive pockets a full-sized wine-bottle, carefully corked, while
Mr. Dawkins at the same instant poured out a wine glassful of
raw spirits from the bottle he carried, which the invaljd tossed
down his throat without a moment's hesitation.
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" All !" said the Jew, rubbing his hands with great satisfaction .
" You'll
" Do !"
do,exclaimed
Bill; you'llMr.
do Sikes
now."; " I might have been done for
twenty times over, afore you'd have done any thing to help me.
What do you mean by leaving a man in this state three weeks
and more, you false-hearted wagabond?"
"Only hear him, boys!" said the Jew, shrugging his shoulders;
" and
" The
us come
thingstoisbring
well him
enough
all these
in their
beautiful
way,"
things."
observed Mr.
Sikes, a little soothed as he glanced over the table ; " but what
have you got to say for yourself why you should leave me here,
down in the mouth, health, blunt, and every thing else, and
take no more notice of me all this mortal time than if I was that
'ere" dog.
I never
—Drive
see such
him down,
a jolly Charley."
dog as that," cried Master Bates,
going
doing as
to market
he was !desired.
He'd make
" Smelling
his fortun
the grub
on the
likestage
a oldthat
ladydog
awould,
" Hold
andyour
rewive
din,"
thecried
drayma
Sikes,
besides."
as the dog retreated under the
bed, still growling angrily. " And what have you got to say for
yourself, you withered old fence, eh?"
" 1 was away from London a week and more, my dear, on a
plant,"
"Andreplied
whatthe
about
Jew.the other fortnight?" demanded Sikes.
" What about the other fortnight that you've left me lying here,
like" aI sick
couldn't
rat inhelp
his it,
hole?"
Bill," replied the Jew. " I can't go into a
long explanation before company ; but I couldn't help it, upon
my" honour."
Upon your what?" growled Sikes with excessive disgust.
" Here, cut me off a piece of the pie, one of you boys, to take the
taste
" Don't
of thatbeout
outofofmy
temper,
mouth,my
or dear,"
it'll choke
urged
me the
dead."
Jew submis
sively. " I have never forgot you, Bill; never once."
" No, I'll pound it, that you han't," replied Sikes with a bitter
grin. " You've been scheming and plotting away every hour
that I've laid shivering and burning here ; and Bill was to do this,
and Bill was to do that, and Bill was to do it all dirt cheap, as
soon as he got well, and was quite poor enough for your work.
If "it There
hadn't now,
been Bill,"
for theremonstrated
girl, I mightthe
have
Jew,
died."
eagerly catching at
the word. " If it hadn't been for the girl ! Who was the means
of your having such a handy girl about you but me?"
" He says true enough there, God knows !" said Nancy, coming
hastily
Nancy's
forward.
appearance
" Letgave
him abe,new
let turn
him be."
to the conversation, for
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the boys, receiving a sly wink from the wary old Jew, began
to ply her with liquor, of which, however, she partook very
sparingly ; while Fagin, assuming an unusual flow of spirits,
gradually brought Mr. Sikes into a better temper, by affecting
to regard his threats as a little pleasant banter, and, moreover,
laughing very heartily at one or two rough jokes, which, after
repeated applications to the spirit-bottle, he condescended to
make.
" It's all very well," said Mr. Sikes ; " but I must have some
blunt
" Then
I from
haven't
you've
youa piece
to-night."
got of
lotscoin
at home,"
about me,"
retorted
replied
Sikes,
the Jew.
" and I must

have
" Lots
some!" from
cried there."
the Jew, holding up his hands,

" I haven't so

much
" I as
don't
would
know how
" much you've got, and I dare say you
hardly know yourself, as it would take a pretty long time to
count it," said Sikes ; " but I must have some to-night, and that's
flat."
" Well, well," said the Jew, with a sigh, " I'll send the Artful
round
" Youpresently."
won't do nothing of the kind," rejoined Mr. Sikes.
" The Artful's a deal too artful, and wouldforget to come, or lose
thing
his way,
for an
or excuse,
gel dodged
if you
byput
traps
himand
up so
to it.
be perwented,
Nancy shallorgoany
to
the ken and fetch it, to make all sure, and I'll lie down and have
a snooze
After awhile
greatshe's
dealgone."
of haggling and squabbling, the Jew beat
down the amount of the required advance from five pounds
to three pounds four and sixpence, protesting with many solemn
asseverations that that would only leave him eighteenpence to
keep house with ; Mr. Sikes sullenly remarking that if he couldn't
get any more he must be content with that, Nancy prepared to
accompany him home ; while the Dodger and Master Bates put
the eatables in the cupboard. The Jew then, taking leave of his
affectionate friend, returned homewards, attended by Nancy and
the boys, Mr. Sikes meanwhile flinging himself on the bed, and
composing himself to sleep away the time until the young lady's
return.
In due time they arrived at the Jew's abode, where they found
Toby Crackit and Mr. Chitling intent upon their fifteenth game
at cribbage, which it is scarcely necessary to say the latter gen
tleman lost, and with it his fifteenth and last sixpence, much to
the amusement of his young friends. Mr. Crackit apparently
- somewhat ashamed at being found relaxing himself with a gen
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tleman so much his inferior in station and mental endowments,
yawned,
" Not
Has anohody
and,
living
inquiring
been,
leg," answered
Toby?"
after Sikes,
asked
Mr.took
Crackit,
theup
Jew.
hispulling
hat to go.
up his col
lar : " it's been as dull as swipes. You ought to stand some
thing handsome, Fagin, to recompense me for keeping house so
long. Damme, I'm as flat as a'juryman, and should have gone to
sleep as fast as Newgate, if I hadn't had the good natur' to
amuse this youngster. Horrid dull, I'm blessed if I an't."
With these and other ejaculations of the same kind, Mr. Toby
Crackit swept up his winnings, and crammed them into his
waistcoat pocket with a haughty air, as though such small pieces
of silver were wholly beneath the consideration of a man of his
figure, and swaggered out of the room with so much elegance
and gentility, that Mr. Chitling, bestowing numerous admiring
glances on his legs and boots till they were out of sight, assured
the company that he considered his acquaintance cheap at fif
teen sixpences an interview, and that he didn't value his losses
the"Wot
snap of
a rum
a little
chap
finger.
you are, Tom!" said Master Bates, highly
amused by this declaration.
""Not
A very
a bitclever
of it,"fellow,
repliedmy
Mr.dear,"
Chitling
said: "am
the Jew,
I, Fagin?"
patting him
on "the
And
shoulder,
Mr. Crackit
and winking
is a heavy
to his
swell,
other
an't
pupils.
he, Fagin ?" asked
Tom.
"No doubt at all of that, my dear," replied the Jew.
" And it is a creditable thing to have his acquaintance, an't it,
Fagin
"Very
?" pursued
much so,Tom.
indeed, my dear," replied the Jew. "They're
only
" Ah!"
jealous,
cried
Tom,
Tom,
because
triumphantly,
he won't give
" that's
it to them."
where it is. He
has cleaned me out ; but I can go and earn some more when I
like—can't
" To be sure
I, Fagin?"
you can," replied the Jew ; " and the sooner you
go, the better, Tom ; so make up your loss at once, and don't
lose any more time. Dodger, Charley, it 's time you were on
theInlayobedience
:—come, to
it'sthis
nearhint,
ten,the
andboys,
nothing
nodding
done to
yet."
Nancy, took
up their hats and left the room ; the Dodger and his vivacious
friend indulging as they went in many witticisms at the expense
of Mr. Chitling, in whose conduct, it is but justice to say, there
was nothing very conspicuous or peculiar, inasmuch as there
are a great number of spirited young bloods upon town who
pay a much higher price than Mr. Chitling for being seen in
good society, and a great number of fine gentlemen (composing
17
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the good society aforesaid ) who establish their reputation upon
very
" Now,"
much the
saidsame
the Jew,
footing
when
as flash
they had
Tobyleft
Crackit.
the room, " I'll go
and get you that cash, Nancy. This is only the key of a little
cupboard where I keep a few odd things the boys get, my dear.
—ha
I never
! ha
lock
! ha
up !—none
my money,
to lock.
for I've
It got
's a none
poortotrade,
lock up,
Nancy,
my dear
and
no thanks ; but I'm fond of seeing the young people about me,
and I bear it all ; I bear it all. Hush !" he said, hastily conceal
ingThe
the girl,
key in
who
his was
breast;
sitting
" who's
at the
thattable
? Listen
with her
!" arms folded,
appeared in no way interested in the arrival, or to care whether
the person, whoever he was, came or went, until the murmur
of a man's voice reached her ears. The instant she caught the
sound she tore off her bonnet and shawl with the rapidity of
lightning, and thrust them under the table. The Jew turning
round immediately afterwards, she muttered a complaint of the
heat in a tone of languor that contrasted very remarkably with
the extreme haste and violence of this action, which, however,
had been unobserved by Fagin, who had his back towards her
at the time.
"Bah ! " whispered the Jew, as though nettled by the inter
ruption
stairs. Not
; " it's
a word
the man
aboutI the
expected
moneybefore
while; he
he's's coming
here, Nance.
down
HeLaying
won't stop
his skinny
long—not
forefinger
ten minutes,
upon his
mylip,
dear."
the Jew carried a
candle to the door as a man's step was heard upon the stairs
without, and reached it at the same moment as the visiter, who
coming hastily into the room, was close upon the girl before he
observed
"It Only
was Monks.
her.
one of my young people," said the Jew, observing
that Monks drew back on beholding a stranger. " Don't move,
Nancy."
The girl drew closer to the table, and glancing at Monks with
an air of careless levity, withdrew her eyes ; but as he turned
his towards the Jew, she stole another look, so keen and search
ing, and full of purpose, that if there had been any bystander to
observe the change he could hardly have believed the two looks
to "have
Any
Great."
proceeded
news?" inquired
from the
thesame
Jew.person.
"And—and—good?" asked the Jew hesitatingly, as though
he feared to vex the other man by being too sanguine.
"Not bad any way," replied Monks with a smile. "I have
been prompt enough this time. Let me have a word with you."
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The girl drew closer to the table, and made no offer to leave
the room, although she could see that Monks was pointing to
her. The Jew—perhaps fearing that she might say something
aloud about the money, if he endeavoured to get rid of her—
pointed
" Not upwards,
that infernal
andhole
tookweMonks
were in
outbefore,"
of the room.
she could hear the
man say as they went upstairs. The Jew laughed, and making
some reply which did not reach her, seemed by the creaking of
theBefore
boardsthe
tosound
lead his
of their
companion
footsteps
to the
had second
ceased story.
to echo through
the house, the girl had slipped off her shoes, and drawing her
gown loosely over her head, and muffling her arms in it, stood
at the door listening with breathless interest. The moment the
noise ceased she glided from the room, ascended the stairs with
incredible
The room
softness
remained
and deserted
silence, and
for awas
quarter
lost in
of an
thehour
gloom
or above.
more ;
the girl glided back with the same unearthly tread ; and imme
diately afterwards the two men were heard descending. Monks
went at once into the street, and the Jew crawled up stairs
again for the money. When he returned, the girl was adjusting
her" shawl
Why, and
Nance,"
bonnet,
exclaimed
as if preparing
the Jew,
to be
starting
gone. back as he put
down
" Pale
the!"candle,
echoed" the
howgirl,
paleshading
you areher
!" eyes with her hands as
if to
" Quite
look steadily
horrible,"
at him.
said the Jew. " What have you been doing
to "yourself?"
Nothing that I know of, except sitting in this close place
for I don't know how long and all," replied the girl carelessly.
" Come,
With alet
sigh
mefor
getevery
backpiece
; that's
of amoney,
dear." Fagin told the amount
into her hand, and they parted without more conversation than
interchanging a "good-night."
When the girl got into the open street she sat down upon a
door-step, and seemed for a few moments wholly bewildered and
unable to pursue her way. Suddenly she arose, and hurrying on
in a direction quite opposite to that in which Sikes was awaiting
her return, quickened her pace, until it gradually resolved into
a violent run. After completely exhausting herself, she stopped
to take breath, and, as if suddenly recollecting herself, and de
ploring her inability to do something she was bent upon, wrung
herIt hands,
might be
and
that
burst
her into
tearstears.
relieved her, or that she felt the full
hopelessness of her condition ; but she turned back, and hurry
ing with nearly as great rapidity in the contrary direction, partly
to recover lost time, and partly to keep pace with the violent
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current of her own thoughts, soon reached the dwelling where
she had left the housebreaker.
If she betrayed any agitation by the time she presented herself
to Mr. Sikes, he did not observe it ; for merely inquiring if she
had brought the money, and receiving a reply in the affirmative,
he uttered a growl of satisfaction, and replacing his head upon
his pillow, resumed the slumbers which her arrival had inter
rupted.

CHAPTER XXXIX.
It was
A STRANGE
fortunate
INTERVIEW
for the
WHICH
girlISthat
A SEQUEl
the possession
TO THE LAST of
CHAPTER.
money oc
casioned Mr. Sikes so much employment next day in the way of
eating and drinking, and withal had so beneficial an effect in
smoothing down the asperities of his temper that he had neither
time nor inclination to be very critical upon her behaviour and
deportment. That she had all the abstracted and nervous man
ner of one who is on the eve of some bold and hazardous step,
which it has required no common struggle to resolve upon,
would have been obvious to his lynx-eyed friend, the Jew, who
would most probably have taken the alarm at once ; but Mr.
Sikes lacking the niceties of discrimination, and being troubled
with no more subtle misgivings than those which resolve them
selves into a dogged roughness of behaviour towards every body,
and being, furthermore, in an unusually amiable condition, as
has been already observed, saw nothing unusual in her de
meanour, and indeed, troubled himself so little about her, that,
had her agitation been far more perceptible than it was, it would
have
As been
the day
veryclosed
unlikely
in,tothe
have
girl's
awakened
excitement
his suspicions.
increased, and,
when night came on, and she sat by, watching till the house
breaker should drink himself asleep, there was an unusual
paleness in her cheek, and fire in her eye, that even Sikes^
observed
Mr. Sikes,
withbeing
astonishment.
weak from the fever, was lying in bed, taking
hot water with his gin to render it less inflammatory, and had
pushed his glass towards Nancy to be replenished for the third
or "fourth
Why,time,
burnwhen
my body
these! "symptoms
said the man,
first raising
struck himself
him. on his
hands as he stared the girl in the face. " You look like a corpse
come to life again. What's the matter? "
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" Matter !" replied the girl. " Nothing. What do you look at
me so hard for?"
" "What foolery is this?" demanded Sikes, grasping her by the
arm, and shaking her roughly. "What is it? What do you
mean?" What are you thinking of, ha?"
" Of many things, Bill," replied the girl, shuddering, and as
she did so, pressing her hands upon her eyes. "But, Lord!
what
Theodds
tone in
of that?"
forced gatety in which the last words were spoken
seemed to produce a deeper impression on Sikes than the wild
and" Irigid
tell you
look wot
which
it is,"
hadsaid
preceded
Sikes,them.
" if you haven't caught the
fever, and got it comin' on now, there's something more than
usual in the wind, and something dangerous, too. You're not
a-going
" There
Do what?"
to ain't,"
No,
asked
said
damme!
Sikes,
the girl.
you
fixing
wouldn't
his eyesdoupon
that!"
her, and mut
tering the words to himself, " there ain't a stauncher-hearted
gal going, or, I'd have cut her throat three months ago. She's
gotFortifying
the fever himself
coming with
on ; that's
this assurance,
it."
Sikes drained the glass
to the bottom, and then, with many grumbling oaths, called for
his physic. The girl jumped up with great alacrity, poured it
quickly out, but with her back towards him : and held the vessel
to his lips, while he drank it off.
" Now," said the robber, " come and sit aside of me, and put
on your own face, or I'll alter it so that you won't know it again
when
Theyou
girldoobeyed,
want it."
and Sikes, locking her hand in his, fell back
upon the pillow, turning his eyes upon her face. They closed,
opened again; closed once more, again opened; the house
breaker shifted his position restlessly, and, after dozing again
and again for two or three minutes, and as often springing up
with a look of terror, and gazing vacantly about him, was sud
denly stricken , as it were, while in the very attitude of rising, into
a deep and heavy sleep. The grasp of his hand relaxed, the
upraised arm fell languidly by his side, and he lay like one in
a "The
profound
laudanum
trance. has taken effect at last," murmured the girl
as She
she hastily
rose from
dressed
the bedside.
herself in" her
I may
bonnet
be tooand
lateshawl,
even now."
looking
fearfully round from time to time as if, despite the sleeping
draught, she expected every moment to feel the pressure of
Sikes's heavy hand upon her shoulder ; then stooping softly over
the bed, she kissed the robber's lips, and opening and closing the
room-door with noiseless touch, hurried from the house.
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A watchman was crying half-past nine down a dark passage
through
" Has which
it long6he
gone
hadthe
to half-hour?"
pass in gaining
asked
the the
main
girl.
thoroughfare.
"It'll strike the hour in another quarter," said the man,
raising
" AndhisI cannot
lantern get
to her
there
face.
in less than an hour or more," mut
tered Nancy, brushing swiftly past him and gliding rapidly down
theMany
street.of the shops were already closing in the back lanes and
avenues through which she tracked her way in making from
Spitalfields towards the West-End of London. The clock struck
ten, increasing her impatience. She tore along the narrow
pavement, elbowing the passengersfrom side to side and darting
almost under the horses' heads, crossed crowded streets, where
clusters of persons were eagerly watching their opportunity to
do "the
The
like.
woman is mad! " said the people, turning to look after
herWhen
as sheshe
rushed
reached
away.
the more wealthy quarter of the town, the
streets were comparatively deserted, and here her headlong
progress seemed to excite a greater curiosity in the stragglers
whom she hurried past. Some quickened their pace behind, as
though to see whither she was hastening at such an unusual
rate ; and a few made head upon her, and looked back, surprised
at her undiminished speed, but they fell off one by one; and
when
It was
shea neared
family hotel
her place
in a quiet
of destination
but handsome
she was
street
alone.
near Hyde
Park. As the brilliant light of the lamp which burnt before its
door guided her to the spot, the clock struck eleven. She had
loitered for a few paces as though irresolute, and making up her
mind to advance; but the sound determined her, and she
stepped into the hall. The porter's seat was vacant. She looked
round with an air of incertitude, and advanced towards the
stairs.
" Now, young woman," said a smartly-dressed female, look
ing" out
A lady
lady!"
fromwho
a was
door
is stopping
the
behind
reply,in
her,
accompanied
this" house,"
who do with
answered
you want
a scornful
the
here?"
girl.
look.

"What
The
" Miss
young
lady,
Maylie,"
woman,
pray?"
saidwho
Nancy.
had by this time noted her appear
ance, replied only by a look of virtuous disdain, and summoned
a man
" It's
What
Nor
toofanswer
business?"
no
name
useher.
am
saying
Isaid
to
Toany,"
say?"
the
himman.
Nancy
replied
asked repeated
the
Nancy.
waiter.
her request.
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" No, nor that neither," rejoined the girl. " I must see the
lady."
" Come," said the man, pushing her towards the door, " none
of this ! Take yourself off, will you ? "
" I shall be carried out if I go ! " said the girl violently, " and
I can make that a job that two of you won't like to do. Isn't
there any body here," she said, looking round, " that will see a
simple
This message
appeal produced
carried forana poor
effectwretch
on a like
good-tempered-faced
me ? "
man-cook, who with some other of the servants was looking
on," and
Take
What's
who
it up
the
stepped
for
good
her,forward
? "Joe,
replied
can't
to the
interfere.
youman.
? " said" You
this person.
don't suppose
theThis
young
allusion
lady will
to see
Nancy's
such asdoubtful
her, do you?
character
"
raised a vast
quantity of chaste wrath in the bosoms of four housemaids, who
remarked with great fervour that the creature was a disgrace to
her sex, and strongly advocated her being thrown ruthlessly into
the" kennel.
Do what you like with me," said the girl, turning to the
men again ; " but do what I ask you first ; and I ask you to give
thisThe
message
soft-hearted
for Godcook
Almighty's
added sake."
his intercession, and the re
sult was that the man who had first appeared undertook its
delivery.
"What's it to be?" said the man, with one foot on the
stairs.
" That a young woman earnestly asks to speak to Miss Maylie
alone," said Nancy; "and, that if the lady will only hear the
first word she has to say, she will know whether to hear her
business, or have her turned out of doors as an impostor."
""You
I say,"
give
saidthethemessage,"
man, " you're
said the
coming
girl itfirmly,
strong"and
! " let me
hear
Thetheman
answer."
ran up stairs, and Nancy remained pale and almost
breathless, listening with quivering lip to the very audible ex
pressions of scorn, of which the chaste housemaids were very
prolific ; and became still more so when the man returned, and
said the young woman was to walk up stairs.
" It's no good being proper in this world," said the first house
maid.
" Brass can do better than the gold what has sLood the fire, n
said
The
thethird
second.
contented herself with wondering "what ladies
was made of;" and the fourth took the first in a quartette of
" Shameful ! " with which the Dianas concluded.
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—Nancy
Regardless
followed
of all the
this—for
man with
she had
trembling
weightier
limbsmatters
to a small
at heart
an
techamber, lighted by a lamp from the ceiling, in which he left
her, and retired.
The girl's life had been squandered in the streets, and the
most noisome of the stews and dens of London, but there was
something of the woman's original nature left in her still ; and
when she heard a light step approaching the door opposite to
that by which she had entered, and thought of the wide contrast
which the small room would in another moment contain, she
felt burdened with the sense of her own deep shame, and shrunk
as though she could scarcely bear the presence of her wilh whom
sheBut
hadstruggling
sought this
with
interview.
these better feelings was pride,— the vice
of the lowest and most debased creatures no less than of the
high and self-assured. The miserable companion of thieves
and ruffians, the fallen outcast of low haunts, the associate of
the scourings of the jails and hulks, living within the shadow
of the gallows itself, — even this degraded being felt too proud
to betray one feeble gleam of the womanly feeling which she
thought a weakness, but which alone connected her with that
humanity, of which her wasting life had obliterated all outward
traces
She when
raiseda her
veryeyes
child.sufficiently to observe that the figure
which presented itself was that of a slight and beautiful girl, and
then bending them on the ground, tossed her head with affect
ed carelessness as she said,
" It's a hard matter to get to see you, lady. If I had taken
qffence, and gone away, as many would have done, you'd have
been sorry for it one day, and not without reason, either."
" I am very sorry if any one has behaved harshly to you,M
replied Rose. " Do not think of it ; but tell me why you wished
to The
see me.
kind Itone
am of
the this
person
answer,
you inquired
the sweet
for."
voice, the gentle
manner, the absence of any accent of haughtiness or displeasure,
took
"Oh,
the girl
lady,completely
lady!" shebysaid,
surprise,
clasping
andher
shehands
burst passionately
into tears.
before her face, " if there was more like you, there would be
fewer like me,—there would—there would i"
" Sit down," said Rose earnestly ; " You distress me. If
you are in poverty or affliction I shall be truly happy to relieve
you" if
Let
I can,—I
me stand,
shalllady,"
indeed.
said Sit
the down."
girl, still weeping, " and do
not speak to me so kindly till you know me better. It is grow
ing late. Is—is—that door shut?"
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" Yes," said Rose, recoiling a few steps, as if to be nearer as
sistance
" Because,"
in casesaid
she the
should
girl, require
" I am it.
about" to
Why?"
put my life and the
lives of others i n your hands, I am the girl that dragged little
Oliver back to old Fagin's, the Jew's, on the night he went out
from the house in Pentonville."
" You !" said Rose Maylie.
" I, lady," replied the girl. "I am the infamous creature
you have heard of, that lives among the thieves, and that never
from the first moment I can recollect my eyes and senses open
ing on London streets have known any better life, or kinder
words than they have given me, so help me God ! Do not
mind shrinking openly from me, lady. I am younger than you
would think, to look at me, but I am well used to it ; the poor
est women fall back as I make my way along the crowded
pavement."
" What dreadful tilings are these !" said Rose, involuntarily
falling
" Thank
from Heaven
her strange
uponcompanion.
your knees, dear lady," cried the girl,
" that you had friends to care for and keep you in your child
hood, and that you were never in the midst of cold and hunger,
—as
and riot
I have
andbeen
drunkenness,
from my cradle
and—and
; I may
something
use the worse
word, than
for the
all
alley
" I and
pitytheyou
gutter
!" said
wereRose
mine,
in asa they
broken
willvoice.
be my deathbed."
" It wrings
my heart to hear you !"
" God bless you for your goodness I" rejoined the girl. " If
you knew what I am sometimes you would pity me, indeed.
But I have stolen away from those who would surely murder
me if they knew I had been here to tell you what I have over
heard.
" No,"
He knows
Do
said
you
Rose.
you,"
know replied
a man named
the girl
Monks
; " and
?" knew you were
here,
" IThen
for
never
it was
heheard
goes
by hearing
the
by name,"
some
him tell
other
said
theRose.
amongst
place that!
us,"
found
rejoined
you out."
the
girl, " which I more than thought before. Some time ago, and
soon after Oliver was put into your house on the night of the
robbery, I—suspecting this man—listened to a conversation
held between him and Fagin in the dark. I found out from
what I heard, that Monks—the man I asked you about, you
know—"
" Yes,"
—Thatsaid
Monks,"
Rose, pursued
" I understand."
the girl, " had seen him accident
ally with two of our boys on the day we first lost him, and had
known him directly to be the same child that he was watching
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for, though I couldn't make out why. A bargain was struck
with Fagin, that if Oliver was got back he should have a certain
sum ; and he was to have more for making him a thief, which
this Monks wanted for some purpose of his own."
1 " For
He caught
what purpose?
sight of "my
asked
shadow
Rose.on the wall as I listened in
the hope of finding out," said the girl ; " and there are not many
people besides me that could have got out of their way in time
to escape discovery. But I did ; and I saw him no more till last
night."
" And what occurred then? "
" I'll tell you, lady. Last night he came again. Again they
went up stairs, and I, wrapping myself up so that my shadow
should not betray me, again listened at the door. The first
words I heard Monks say were these : ' So the only proofs of
the boy's identity lie at the bottom of the river, and the old hag
that received them from the mother is rotting in her coffin.'
They laughed, and talked of his success in doing this ; and
Monks, talking on about the boy, and getting very wild, said,
that though he had got the young devil's money safely now,
he'd rather have had it the other way ; for, what a game it would
have been to have brought down the boast of the father's will,
by driving him through every jail in town, and then hauling
him up for some capital felony, which Fagin could easily ma
nage,
" What
The
aftertruth,
ishaving
all lady,
thismade
! "though
said
a good
Rose.
it comes
profit from
of him
mybesides."
lips," replied the

girl. " Then he said with oaths common enough in my ears,
but strangers to yours, that if he could gratify his hatred by tak
ing the boy's life without bringing his own neck in danger, he
would ; but, as he couldn't, he'd be upon the watch to meet him
at every turn in life and if he took advantage of his birth and
history, he might harm him yet. ' In short, Fagin,' he says,
' Jew as you are, you never laid such snares as I'll contrive for
my young brother, Oliver.' "
" His brother! " exclaimed Rose clasping her hands.
" Those were his words," said Nancy, glancing uneasily
round, as she had scarcely ceased to do, since she began to
speak, for a vision of Sikes haunted her perpetually. " And
more. When he spoke of you and the other lady, and said it
seemed contrived by Heaven, or the devil, against him, that Oli
ver should come into your hands, he laughed and said there
was some comfort in that too, for how many thousands and
hundreds of thousands of pounds would you not give, if you had
them, to know who your two-legged spaniel was."
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" You do not mean," said Rose, turning very pale, " to tell
me that this was said in earnest."
" He spoke in hard and angry earnest, if a man ever did,"
replied the girl, shaking her head. " He is an earnest man when
his hatred is up. I know many who do worse things ; but I'd
rather listen to them all a dozen times than to that Monks once.
It is growing late, and I have to reach home without suspicion
of having been on such an errand as this. I must get back
quickly."
" But what can I do? " said Rose. " To what use can I turn
this communication without you? Back! Why do you wish to
return to companions you paint in such terrible colours. If you
repeat this information to a gentleman whom I can summon in
one instant from the next room, you can be consigned to some
place
" I of
wish
safety
to go
without
back,"
half
said
an the
hour's
girl.delay."
" I must go back, be
cause—how can I tell such things to an innocent lady like you?
—because among the men I have told you of, there is one the
most desperate among them all that I can't leave ; no—not even
to "beYour
savedhaving
from the
interfered
life I aminleading
this dear
now,"
boy's behalf before,"
said Rose; " your coming here at so great a risk to tell me what
you have heard ; your manner, which convinces me of the truth
of what you say ; your evident contrition, and sense of shame,
all lead me to believe that you might be yet reclaimed. Oh ! "
said the earnest girl, folding her hands as the tears coursed
down her face; " do not turn a deaf ear to the entreaties of one
of your own sex ; the first—the first, I do believe, who ever ap
pealed to you in the voice of pity and compassion. Do hear my
words,
" Lady,"
and let
cried
methe
savegirl,
yousinking
yet foron
better
her knees,
things."" dear, sweet,
angel lady, you are the first that ever blessed me with such
words as these, and if I had heard them years ago, they might
have
it is" It
too
turned
is late
never
me;
! " too
from
late,"
a lifesaid
of sin
Rose,
and sorrow
" for penitence
; but it isand
too atone
late—

ment."
" It is," cried the girl, writhing in the agony of her mind ; " I
cannot
" Why
Nothing
leave
should
could
him you
now—I
save
be!him,"
"could
asked
cried
not
Rose.
be
thehis
girl.
death."
" If I told others
what I have told you, and led to their being taken, he would be
sure
" Is
to itdie.
possible,"
He is the
cried
boldest,
Rose,and
" that
hasfor
been
suchsoacruel!"
man as this you
can resign every future hope, and the certainty of immediate
rescue? It is madness."
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" I don't know what it is," answered the girl; " I only know
that it is so, and not with me alone, but with hundreds of others
as bad and wretched as myself. I must go back. Whether it
is God's wrath for the wrong I have done, I do not know ; but I
am drawn back to him through every suffering and ill usage,
and should be, I believe, if I knew that I was to die by his hand
at "last."
What am I to do?" said Rose. '.' I should not let you de
part
" You
fromshould,
me thus."
lady, and I know you will," rejoined the girl,
rising. '* You will not stop my going because I have trusted in
your goodness, and forced no promise from you, as I might
have
" Of
done."
what use, then, ts the communication you have made?"
said Rose. " This mystery must be investigated, or how will
its disclosure to me benefit Oliver, whom you are anxious to
serve?"
" You must have some kind gentleman about you that
will hear it as a secret, and advise you what to do," rejoined
the girl.
' ' But where can I find you again when it is necessary ? " asked
Rose. "I do not seek to know where these dreadful people
live, but where will you be walking or passing at any settled
period
" Will
from
youthis
promise
time ? me
" that you will have my secret strictly
kept, and come alone, or with the only other person that knows
it, ""Every
and
I promise
that ISunday
shall
you not
solemnly,"
night,
be watched
from
answered
eleven
or followed?"
Rose.
unlil the"
asked
clockthe
strikes
girl.
twelve," said the girl without hesitation, " I will walk on London
Bridge
" Stayif another
I am alive."
moment," Interposed Rose, as the girl moved
hurriedly towards the door. "Think once again on your own
condition, and the opportunity you have of escapingfrom it. You
have a claim on me : not only as the voluntary bearer of this
intelligence, but as a woman lost almost beyond redemption.
Will you return to this gang of robbers and to this man, when
a word can save you ? What fascination is it that can take you
back, and make you cling to wickedness and misery? Oh ! is
there no chord in your heart that I can touch—is there nothing
left" to
When
whichladies
I canasappeal
young,against
and good,
this terrible
and beautiful
infatuation
as you?"are,"
replied the girl steadily, " give away your hearts, love will carry
you all lengths—even such as you who have home, friends, other
admirers, every thing to fill them. When such as me, who hav»
no certain roof but the coffin-lid, and no friend in sickness or

OLIVER TWIST.

269

death but the hospital nurse, set our rotten hearts on any man,
and let him fill the place that parents, home, and friends filled'
once, or that has been a blank through all our wretched lives,
who can hope to cure us? Pity us, lady—pity us for having
only one feeling of the woman left, and for having that turned
by a heavy judgment from a comfort and a pride into a new
means
" Youof will,"
violence
saidandRose,
suffering.
after "a pause, " take some money
at
from
all me,
events
which
until may
we meet
enable
again
you? "to live without dishonesty—
"Not
" Do not
a penny,"
close your
replied
heart
theagainst
girl, waving
all my her
efforts
hand.
to help you,"
said Rose, stepping gently forwards "I wish to serve you in
deed."
"You would serve me best, lady," replied the girl, wringing
her hands, "if you could take my life at once; for I have felt
more grief to think of what I am to-night than I ever did before,
and it would be something not to die in the same hell in which
I have lived. God bless you, sweet lady, and send as much
happiness
Thus speaking,
on your head
and as
sobbing
I have aloud,
broughtthe
shame
unhappy
on mine
creature
!"
turned away ; while Rose Maylie, overpowered by this extraor
dinary interview, which bore more the semblance of a rapid
dream than an actual occurrence, sank into a chair, and endea
voured to collect her CHAPTER
wandering thoughts.
XL.

CONTAINING FRESII DISCOVERIES,

AND SHOWING THAT SURPRISES, LIKB MISFORTUNES,
SELDOM COME ALONB.

Her situation was indeed one of no common trial and diffi
culty, for while she felt the most eager and burning desire to
penetrate the mystery in which Oliver's history was enveloped,
she could not but hold sacred the confidence which the miserable
woman with whom she had just conversed had reposed in her,
as a young and guileless girl. Her words and manner had
touched Rose Maylie's heart, and mingled with her love for
her young charge, and scarcely less intense in its truth and
fervour, was her fond wish to win the outcast back to repent
ance
They
andonly
hope.
proposed remaining in London three days, prior
to departing for some weeks to a distant part of the coast. It
was now midnight of the first day. What course of action
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forty
could hours?
she determine
or howupon
could
which
she could
postpone
be adopted
the journey
tn elght-andwithout
exciting
Mr. Losberne
suspicionwas
? with them, and would be for the next two
days ; but Rose was too well acquainted with the excellent gen
tleman's impetuosity, and foresaw too clearly the wrath with
which, in the first explosion of his indignation, he would regard
the instrument of Oliver's recapture, to trust him with the
secret, when her representations in the girl's behalf could be
seconded by no experienced person. These were all reasons
for the greatest caution and most circumspect behaviour in com
municating it to Mrs. Maylie, whose first impulse would infalli
bly be to hold a conference with the worthy doctor on the
subject. As to resorting to any legal adviser, even if she had
known how to do so, it was scarcely to be thought of, for the
same reasons. Once the thought occurred to her of seeking
assistance from Harry ; but this awakened the recollection of
their last parting, and it seemed unworthy of her to call him
back, when—the tears rose to her eyes as she pursued this train
of reflection—he might have by this time learnt to forget her,
andDisturbed
to be happier
by these
away.
different reflections—inclining now to one
course and then to another, and again recoiling from all as each
successive consideration presented itself to her mind, Rose
passed a sleepless and anxious night, and, after more commun
ing with herself next day, arrived at the desperate conclusion of
consulting Harry Maylie.
" If it be painful to him," she thought, " to come back here,
how painful will it be to me ! But perhaps he will not come ,
he may write, or he may come himself, and studiously abstain
from meeting me—he did when he went away. I hardly
thought he would ; but it was better for us both—a great deal
better." And here Rose dropped the pen and turned away, as
though the very paper which was to be her messenger should
notShe
seehad
her taken
weep. up the same pen and laid it down again fifty
times, and had considered and re-considered the very first line
of her letter without writing the first word, when Oliver, who
had been walking in the streets with Mr. Giles for a body-guard,
entered the room in such breathless haste and violent agitation,
as "seemed
What to
makes
betoken
you some
look so
new
flurried?"
cause ofasked
alarm.Rose, advancing
to meet him. " Speak to me, Oliver."
"I hardly know how; I feel as if I should be choked,"
replied the boy. " Oh dear ! to think that I should see him at
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last, and you should be able to know that I have told you all the
truth!"
" I never thought you had told us any thing but the truth,
dear," said Rose, soothing him. " But what is this?—of whom
do"you
I have
speak
seen
?" the gentleman," replied Oliver, scarcely able to
low,
articulate,
""Getting
Where?"
that we
" out
the
have
asked
gentleman
ofsoaRose.
coach,"
often who
talked
replied
was
about."
so Oliver,
good toshedding
me—Mr. tears
Brownof

delight, " and going into a house. I didn't speak to him—I
couldn't speak to him, for he didn't see me, and I trembled so,
that I was not able to go up to him. But Giles asked for me
whether he lived there, and they said he did. Look here," said
Oliver, opening a scrap of paper, " here it is ; here's where he
lives—I'm going there directly. Oh, dear me, dear me ! what
shall
With
I doher
when
attention
I come
nottoa see
littlehim
distracted
and hearbyhim
these
speak
andagain!"
a great
many other incoherent exclamations of joy, Rose read the
address, which was Craven-street, in the Strand, and very soon
determined
"Quick!"upon
she turning
said, "tell
the discovery
them to fetch
to account.
a hackney-coach,
and be ready to go with me. I will take you there directly,
without a minute's loss of time. I will only tell my aunt that we
areOliver
goingneeded
out for an
no hour,
prompting
and betoready
despatch,
as soon
and
as in
youlittle
are."
more
than five minutes they were on their way to Craven-street.
When they arrived there, Rose left Oliver in the coach under
pretence of preparing the old gentleman to receive him, and
sending up her card by the servant, requested to see Mr.
Brownlow on very pressing business. The servant soon re
turned to beg that she would walk up stairs, and, following him
into an upper room, Miss Maylie was presented to an elderly
gentleman of benevolent appearance, in a bottle-green coat ; at
no great distance from whom was seated another old gentle
man, in nankeen breeches and gaiters, who did not look parti
cularly benevolent, and who was sitting with his hands clasped
on "Dear
the topme,"
of a thick
said stick,
the gentleman,
and his chin
in propped
the bottle-green
thereupon.
coat,
hastily rising with great politeness, "I beg your pardon, young
lady—I imagined it was some importunate person who—I beg
you"Mr.
will excuse
Brownlow,
me. IBebelieve,
seated,sir?"
pray."
said Rose, glancing from
the"That
other gentleman
is my name,"
to the said
one who
the had
old spoken.
gentleman. "This is
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my friend, Mr. Grimwig. Grimwig, will you leave us for a few
minutes?"
"I believe," interposed Miss Maylie, "that at this period of
our interview I need not give that gentleman the trouble of
going away. If I am correctly informed , he is cognizant of the
business
Mr. Brownlow
on whichinclined
I wish tohisspeak
head,toand
you."
Mr. Grimwig, who had
made one very stiff bow, and risen from his chair, made another
very
"Istiff
shallbow,
surprise
and dropped
you very
intomuch,
it again.
I have no doubt," said
Rose, naturally embarrassed; "but you once showed great be
nevolence and goodness to a very dear young friend of mine,
and I am sure you will take an interest in hearing of him again."
" Indeed ! " said Mr. Brownlow. " May I ask his name?"
" Oliver
The
words
Twist
no you.knew
sooner escaped
him as,"
herreplied
lips than
Rose.
Mr. Grimwig,
who had been affecting to dip into a large book that lay on the
table, upset it with a great crash, and falling back in his chair,
discharged from his features every expression but one of the
most unmitigated wonder, and indulged in a prolonged and
vacant stare; then, as if ashamed of having betrayed so much
emotion, he jerked himself, as it were, by a convulsion into his
former attitude, and looking out straight before him emitted a
long, deep whistle, which seemed at last not to be discharged
on empty air, but to die away in the inmost recesses of his
stomach.
Mr. Brownlow was no less surprised, although his astonish
ment was not expressed in the same eccentric manner. He drew
his"chair
Do me
nearer
the favour,
to MissmyMaylie's,
dear young
and lady,
said, to leave entirely out
of the question that goodness and benevolence of which you
speak, and of which nobody else knows any thing, and if you
have it in your power to produce any evidence which will alter
the unfavourable opinion I was once induced to entertain of
that
"A
poor
badchild,
one —
in I'll
Heaven's
eat my
name
head
putifme
heinispossession
not a badofone,"
it."
growled Mr. Grimwig, speaking by some ventriloquial power,
without
"He is
moving
a child
a muscle
of a noble
of hisnature
face. and a warm heart," said
Rose, colouring ; " and that Power which has thought fit to try
him beyond his years has planted in his breast affections and
feelings, which would do honour to many who have numbered
his"days
I'm six
onlytimes
sixty-one,"
over." said Mr. Grimwig, with the same rigid
face, " and, as the devil's in it if this Oliver is not twelve at
least, I don't see the application of that remark."
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" Do not heed my friend, Miss Maylie," said Mr. Brownlow ;
" he does not mean what he says."
<l" Yes,
No, he
he does
does,"
not,"
growled
said Mr.
Mr. Brownlow,
Grimwig. obviously rising in
wrath
" He
He'll
aswould
he
cat spoke.
hisdeserve
head, iftohehave
doesn't,"
it knocked
growled
off,Mr.
if heGrimwig.
does," said

Mr." And
Brownlow.
he'd uncommonly like to see any man offer to do it,"
responded
Having gone
Mr. Grimwig,
thus far, knocking
the two old
hisgentlemen
stick upon severally
the floor. took
snuff, and afterwards shook hands, according to their invariable
custom.
" Now, Miss Maylie," said Mr. Brownlow, " to return to the
subject in which your humanity is so much interested. Will
you let me know what intelligence you have of this poor child :
allowing me to premise that I exhausted every means in my
power of discovering him, and that since I have been absent
from this country, my first impression that he had imposed upon
me, and been persuaded by his former associates to rob me,
hasRose,
been who
considerably
had had time
shaken."
to collect her thoughts, at once re
lated in a few natural words all that had befallen Oliver since he
left Mr. Brownlow's house, reserving Nancy's information for
that gentleman's private ear, and concluding with the assurance
that his only sorrow for some months past had been the not
being
"Thank
able toGod
meet
!" with
said the
his old
former
gentleman
benefactor
; " and
this friend.
is great hap
piness to me, great happiness. But you have not told me where
he is now, Miss Maylie. You must pardon my finding fault with
you,—but
"At
" He this
is waiting
why
door!"
notinhave
cried
a coach
brought
theat old
thehim
gentleman.
door,"
? " replied
With
Rose.
which he
hurried out of the room, down the stairs, up the coach-steps, and
into
When
the coach,
the room-door
without another
closed behind
word. him, Mr. Grimwig lifted
up his head, and converting one of the hind legs of his chair
into a pivot described three distinct circles with the assistance
of his stick and the table : sitting in it all the time. After per
forming this evolution, he rose and limped as fast as he could
up and down the room at least a dozen times, and then stopping
suddenly
" Hushbefore
!" he Rose,
said, askissed
the young
her without
lady rose
the in
slightest
some alarm
preface.
at
this unusual proceeding, "don't be afraid; I'm old enough to be
your grandfather. You 're a sweet girl—I like you. Here they
are."
18
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In fact, as he threw himself at one dexterous •dive into his
former seat, Mr. Brownlow returned accompanied by Oliver,
whom Mr. Grimwig received very graciously ; and if the grati
fication of that moment had been the only reward for all her
anxiety and care in Oliver's behalf, Rose Maylie would have
been
" There
well repaid.
is somebody else who should not be forgotten, by
the by," said Mr. Brownlow, ringing the bell. "Send Mrs.
Bedwin
The old
here,
housekeeper
if you please."
answered the summons with all des
patch,
" Why,
and yougetblinder
dropping a curtsey
everyat day,
the door,
Bedwin,"
waited
saidfor
Mr.
orders.
Brown
low,
"Well,
ratherthat
testily.
I do, sir," replied the old lady. " People's eyes,
at "my
I could
time of
have
life,told
don't
you
improve
that," with
rejoined
age,Mr.
sir."Brownlow ; " but
put on your glasses, and see if you can't find out what you were
wanted
The old
for,lady
will began
you?" to rummage in her pocket for her spec
tacles ; but Oliver's patience was not proof against this new trial,
and"God
yielding
be good
to histofirst
me!"
impulse,
cried he
thesprung
old lady,
intoembracing
her arms. him ;
" it" isHe
My
mywould
dear
innocent
old
come
nurse!"
boy
back—I
!" cried
knew
Oliver.
he would," said the old lady,
holding him in her arms. " How well he looks, and how like
a gentleman's son he is dressed again ! Where have you been
this long, long while ? Ah ! the same sweet face, but not so
pale ; the same soft eye, but not so sad. I have never forgotten
them or his quiet smile, but seen them every day side by side
with those of my own dear children, dead and gone since I was
a young lightsome creature." Running on thus, and now hold
ing Oliver from her to mark how he had grown, now clasping
him to her and passing her fingers fondly through his hair, the
poor
Leaving
soul laughed
her andand
Oliver
wept to
upon
compare
his neck
notes
by turns.
at leisure, Mr.
Brownlow led the way into another room, and there heard
from Rose a full narration of her interview with Nancy, which
occasioned him no little surprise and perplexity. Rose also ex
plained her reasons for not making a confident of her friend
Mr. Losberne in the first instance ; the old gentleman considered
that she had acted prudently, and readily undertook to hold
solemn conference with the worthy doctor himself. To afford
him an early opportunity for the execution of this design, it was
arranged that he should call at the hotel at eight o'clock that
evening, and that in the mean time Mrs. Maylie should be cau
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tiously informed of all that had occurred. These preliminaries
adjusted,
Rose had
Rose
byand
no Oliver
meansreturned
overratedhome.
the measure of the good
doctor's wrath, for Nancy's history was no sooner unfolded to
him than he poured forth a shower of mingled threats and exe
crations ; threatened to make her the first victim of the combined
ingenuity of Messrs. Blathers and Duff, and actually put on his
hat preparatory to sallying forth immediately to obtain the assist
ance of those worthies. And doubtless he would, in this first
outbreak, have carried the intention into effect without a mo
ment's consideration of the consequences if he had not been
restrained, in part, by corresponding violence on the side of
Mr. Brownlow, who was himself of an irascible temperament,
and partly by such arguments and representations as seemed
best
"Then
calculated
whattothe
dissuade
devil is
himtofrom
be done?"
his hotbrained
said thepurpose.
impetuous
doctor, when they had rejoined the two ladies. " Are we to pass
a vote of thanks to all these vagabonds, male and female, and
beg them to accept a hundred pounds or so apiece as a trifling
mark of our esteem, and some slight acknowledgment of their
kindness
"Not exactly
to Oliver
that,"
? " rejoined Mr. Brownlow laughing ; " but
we"must
Gentleness
proceedand
gently
care!"
and exclaimed
with great care."
the doctor. "I'd send
them one and all to
"
" Never mind where," interposed Mr. Brownlow. " But re
flect whether sending them any where is likely to attain the ob
ject we have in view."
"What
" Simplyobject?"
the discovery
asked of
theOliver's
doctor. parentage, and regaining
for him the inheritance of which, if this story be true, he has
been
"Ah!"
fraudulently
said Mr.deprived."
Losberne, cooling himself with his pocket~
handkerchief;
"You see," "pursued
I almostMr.
forgot
Brownlow,
that." "placing this poor girl
entirely out of the question, and supposing it were possible to
bring these scoundrels to justice without compromising her
safety,
" Hanging
what good
a fewshould
of themweatbring
least, about
in all probability,"
?"
suggested
the" doctor,
Very good,"
" and replied
transporting
Mr. Brownlow
the rest."smiling, " but no doubt
they will bring that about themselves in the fulness of time , and
if we step in to forestal them, it seems to me that we shall be
performing a very Quixotic act in direct opposition to our own
interest, or at least to Oliver's, which is the same thing."
" How?" inquired the doctor.
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" Thus. It is quite clear that we shall have the most extreme
difficulty in getting to the bottom of this mystery, unless we can
bring this man, Monks, upon his knees. That can only be done
by stratagem , and by catching him when he is not surrounded
by these people. For, suppose he were apprehended, we have
no proof against him. He is not even (so far as we know, or as
the facts appear to us) concerned with the gang in any of their
robberies. If he were not discharged, it is very unlikely that he
could receive any further punishment than being committed to
prison as a rogue and vagabond, and of course ever afterwards
his mouth is so obstinately closed that he might as well, for our
purposes,
" Then,"
besaid
deaf,the
dumb,
doctor
blind,
impetuously,
and an idiot."
" I put it to you again,
whether you think it reasonable that this promise to the girl
should be considered binding ; a promise made with the best and
kindest
" Do intentions,
not discuss but
the really—"
point, my dear young lady, pray," said
Mr. Brownlow interrupting Rose as she was about to speak.
" The promise shall be kept. I don't think it will in the slight
est degree interfere with our proceedings. But before we can
resolve upon any precise course of action, it will be necessary to
see the girl, to ascertain from her whether she will point out
this Monks on the understanding that she is to be dealt with by
us, and not by the law ; or if she will not or cannot do that, to
procure from her such an account of his haunts and description
of his person as will enable us to identify him. She cannot be
seen until next Sunday night; this is Tuesday. I would suggest
that, in the mean time, we remain perfectly quiet, and keep these
matters
Although
secret
Mr.even
Losberne
from Oliver
received
himself."
with many wry faces a pro
posal involving a delay of five whole days, he was fain to admit
that no better course occurred to him just then, and as both Rose
and Mrs. Maylie sided very strongly with Mr. Brownlow, that
gentleman's
" I shouldproposition
like," he said,
was carried
" to call
unanimously.
in the aid of my friend
Grimwig. He is a strange creature, but a shrewd one , and
might prove of material assistance to us ; I should say that he
was bred a lawyer, and quitted the bar in disgust because he had
only one brief and a motion of course in ten years, though
whether that is a recommendation or not, you must determine
for"yourselves."
I have no objection to your calling in your friend if I may
call" in
Wemine,"
must put
saiditthe
to the
doctor.
vote," replied Mr. Brownlow, " who
may
" That
he belady's
?"
son, and this young lady's—very old friend,"
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said the doctor, motioning towards Mrs. Maylie, and concluding
with
Rose
an blushed
expressive
deeply,
glancebutat she
her did
niece.
not make any audible ob
jection to this motion (possibly she felt in a hopeless minority),
and Harry Maylie and Mr. Grimwig were accordingly added to
the" committee.
We stay in town of course," said Mrs. Maylie, " while there
remains the slightest prospect of prosecuting this inquiry with a
chance of success. I will spare neither trouble nor expense in
behalf of the object in whom we are all so deeply interested,
and I am content to remain here, if it be for twelve months, so
long
" Good,"
as you assure
rejoinedmeMr.
thatBrownlow,
any hope remains."
" and as I see on the faces
about me a disposition to inquire how it happened that I was not
in the way to corroborate Oliver's tale, and had so suddenly
left the kingdom, let me stipulate that I shall be asked no ques
tions until such time as I may deem it expedient to forestal them
by telling my own story. Believe me that I make this request
with good reason, for I might otherwise excite hopes destined
never to be realized, and only increase difficulties and disappoint
ments already quite numerous enough. Come ; supper has been
announced, and young Oliver, who is all alone in the next room,
will have begun to think, by this time, that we have wearied of
his company, and entered into some dark conspiracy to thrust
him
With
forththese
uponwords
the world."
the old gentleman gave his hand to Mrs.
Maylie, and escorted her into the supper-room. Mr. Losbeme
followed, leading Rose, and the council was for the present
effectually broken up.CHAPTER XLI.

AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE OF OLIVER'S, EXHIBITING DECIDED MARKS OF GENIUS,
BECOMES A PUBLIC CHARACTER IN THE METROPOLIS.

Upon the very same night when Nancy, having lulled
Mr. Sikes to sleep, hurried on her self-imposed mission to Rose
Maylie, there advanced towards London by the Great North Road
two persons, upon whom it is expedient that this history should
bestow
They some
wereattention.
a man and woman, or perhaps they would be
better described as a male and femdle ; for the former was one
of those long-limbed, knock-kneed, shambling, bony figures, to
whom it is difficult to assign any precise age, — looking as they
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do, when they are yet boys, like undergrown men, and when
they are almost men, like overgrown boys. The woman was
young, but of a robust and hardy make, as she need have been
to bear the weight of the heavy bundle which was strapped
to her back. Her companion was not encumbered with much
luggage, as there merely dangled from a stick which he carried
over his shoulder a small parcel wrapped in a common hand
kerchief, and apparently light enough. This circumstance,
added to the length of his legs, which were of unusual extent,
enabled him with much ease to keep some half-dozen paces in
advance of his companion, to whom he occasionally turned
with an impatient jerk of the head as if reproaching her tardi
ness, and urging her to greater exertion.
Thus they toiled along the dusty road, taking little heed
of any object within sight, save when they stepped aside to allow
a wider passage for the mail-coaches which were whirling out of
town, until they passed through Highgate archway, when
the foremost traveller stopped and called impatiently to his
companion.
" It's
Come
a heavy
on, can't
load,yerI can
? What
tell you,"
a lazybones
said theyer
female,
are, Charlotte?"
coming up

almost
" Heavy
breathless
! What
withare
fatigue.
yer talking about? —what are yer made
lor ?" rejoined the male traveller, changing his own little bundle
as he spoke, to the other shoulder. "Oh, there yer are,
resting again ! Well, if yer ain't enough to tire any body's
patience
" Is it much
out, I farther?"
don't know
asked
what
theis."
woman, resting herself on a
bank, and looking up with the perspiration streaming from
her" face.
Much farther! Yer as good as there," said the long-legged
tramper pointing out before him. " Look there—those are the
lights of London."
^ " They're a good two mile off at least," said the woman
despondingly.
" Nevermind whether they're two mile off or twenty," said
Noah Claypole, for he it was ; " but get up and come on, or I'll
kick
Asyer;
Noah's
andred
so I'give
nose grew
yer redder
notice."with anger, and as he crossed
the road while speaking, as if fully prepared to put his threat
into execution, the woman rose without any further remark and
trudged
" Where
onwards
do you
by his
mean
side.
to stop for the night, Noah?" she
asked, after they had walked a few hundred yards.
' ' How should I know ?" replied Noah , whose temper had been
considerably impaired by walking.
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" Near, I hope," said Charlotte. " No, not near," replied Mr. Claypole; " there — not near;
so "don't
Whythink
not ?"it."
" When I tell yer that I don't mean to do a thing, that's
enough, without any why, or because either," replied Mr.
Claypole
" Well,
A pretty
with
youthing
dignity.
needn't
it would
be so cross,"
be, wouldn't
said hisit,companion.
to go and stop at
the very first public-house out side the town, so that Sowerberry,
if he come up after us, might poke in his old nose, and have us
taken back in a cart with handcuffs on," said Mr. Claypole in a
jeering tone. "No, I shall go and lose myself among the
narrowest streets I can find, and not stop till we come to the
very out-of-the-wayest house I can set eyes on. ' Cod, yer may
thank yer stars I've got a head ; for if we hadn't gone at first the
wrong road on purpose, and come back across country, yer'd
have been locked up hard and fast a week ago, my lady, and
serve
" I yer
know
right
I ain't
for being
as cunning
a fool."as you are," replied Charlotte :
" but don't put all the blame on me, and say / should have been
locked
" Yerup.
tookYou
thewould
moneyhave
frombeen
the iftill,
I had
yer been,
know any
yer way."
did," said
Mr.
""IDid
No
Claypole.
took
; Iyou
keep
it for
trusted
it?"
you,asked
inNoah,
me,Mr.
and
dear,"
Claypole.
let me
rejoined
carry Charlotte.
it like a dear, and

so you are," said the lady, chucking him under the chin, and
drawing
This was
her indeed
arm through
the case
his.; but as it was not Mr. Claypole's
habit to repose a blind and foolish confidence in any body, it
should be observed, in justice to that gentleman, that he had
trusted Charlotte to this extent, in order that, if they were
pursued, the money might be found on her, which would leave
him an opportunity of asserting his utter innocence of any theft,
and greatly facilitate his chances of escape. Of course he entered
at this juncture into no explanation of his motives, and they
walked
In pursuance
on very lovingly
of this together.
cautious plan, Mr. Claypole went on
without halting until he arrived at the Angel at Islington, where
he wisely judged, from the crowd of passengers and number of
vehicles, that London began in earnest. Just pausing to observe
which appeared the most crowded streets, and consequently the
most to he avoided, he crossed into Saint John's Road, and was
soon deep in the obscurity of the intricate and dirty ways which,
lying between Gray's Inn Lane and Smithfield, render that part
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of the town one of the lowest and worst that improvement has
leftThrough
in the midst
theseofstreets
London.
Noah Claypole walked, dragging Char
lotte after him, now stepping into the kennel to embrace at a
glance the whole external character of some small public-house,
and now jogging on again as some fancied appearance induced
him to believe it too public for his purpose. At length he stopped
in front of one more humble in appearance and more dirty than
any he had yet seen ; and, having crossed over and surveyed it
from the opposite pavement, graciously announced his intention
of putting up there for the night.
" So give us the bundle," said Noah, unstrapping it from the
woman's shoulders, and slinging it over his own ; " and don't
yer speak except when yer spoken to. What's the name of the
house—t-h-r—three
" Cripples,"
Three Cripples,"
said Charlotte.
what?"
repeated Noah, " and a very good sign
too. Now, then, keep close at my heels, and come along."
With these injunctions, he pushed the rattling door with his
shoulder,
There was
and nobody
entered inthethehouse
bar but
followed
a young
by Jew,
his companion.
who, with his
two elbows on the counter, was reading a dirty newspaper.
HeIfstared
Noah very
had been
hard attired
at Noah,
in his
andcharity-boy's
Noah stareddress,
very hard
thereatmight
him.
have been some reason for the Jew's opening his eyes so wide ;
but as he had discarded the coat and badge, and wore a short
smock-frock over his leathers, there seemed no particular reason
for" his
A
Is
That
gentleman
this
appearance
is the
theThree
dabe
weexciting
met
of
Cripples?"
this
on so
the
house,"
much
road
asked
coming
attention
replied
Noah.
up
the
infrom
Jew.
a public-house.
the country

recommended us here," said Noah, nudging Charlotte, perhaps
to call her attention to this most ingenious device for attracting
respect, and perhaps to warn her to betray no surprise. " We
want to sleep here to-night."
" I'b dot certaid you cad," said Barney, who was the atten
dant sprite; " but I'll idquire."
" Show us the tap, and give us a bit of cold meat and a drop
of Barney
beer while
complied
yer inquiring,
by ushering
will yer?"
themsaid
intoNoah.
a small back-room,
and setting the required viands before them ; having done which,
he informed the travellers that they could be lodged that night,
andNow,
left the
thisamiable
back-room
couple
was
to immediately
their refreshment.
behind the bar, and
some steps lower, so that any person connected with the house,
undrawing a small curtain which concealed a single pane of
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glass fixed in the wall of the last-named apartment, about five
feet from its flooring, could not only look down upon any guests
in the back-room without any great hazard of being observed
( the glass being in a dark angle of the wall, between which and
a large upright beam the observer had to thrust himself), but
could, by applying his ear to the partition, ascertain with tole
rable distinctness their subject of conversation. The landlord
of the house had not withdrawn his eye from this place of espial
for five minutes, and Barney had only just returned from making
the communication above related, when Fagin, in the course of
his evening's business came into the bar to inquire after some of
his" young
Strangers!"
Hush pupils.
!" said repeated
Barney ; the
" stradegers
old man inid athe
whisper.
next roob."

" Ah! ad rub uds too," added Barney. " Frob the cuttry,
but subthig in your way, or l'b bistaked."
Fagin appeared to receive this communication with great
interest, and, mounting on a stool, cautiously applied his eye to
the pane
pole
taking
of cold
glass,beef
from
from
which
the secret
dish and
postporter
he could
fromsee
theMr.
pot,Clayand
administering homoeopathic doses of both to Charlotte, who sat
patiently by, eating and drinking at his pleasure.
" Aha !" whispered the Jew, looking round to Barney, " I
like the fellow's looks. He'd be of use to us ; he knows how to
train the girl already. Don't make as much noise as a mouse,
myThe
dear,
Jew
andagain
let meapplied
hear 'em
his talk—let
eye to the
meglass,
hear 'em."
and turning his
ear to the partition, listened attentively, with a subtle and eager
look upon his face that might have appertained to some old
goblin.
" So I mean to be a gentleman," said Mr. Claypole, kicking
out his legs, and continuing a conversation, the commencement
of which Fagin had arrived too late to hear. " No more jolly
old coffins, Charlotte, but a gentleman's life for me ; and, if yer
like,
" Iyer
should
shall be
likea lady."
that well enough, dear," replied Charlotte ;
" but tills ain't to be emptied every day, and people to get clear
off"after
Tillsit."
be blowed! " said Mr. Claypole; " there's more things
besides tills to be emptied."
" Pockets,
What do women's
you mean?"
ridicules,
asked houses,
his companion.
mail-coaches, banks,"
said
" IBut
Mr.
shall
you
Claypole,
look
can't
outdorising
toallget
that,
with
intodear,"
company
the porter.
said with
Charlotte.
them as can," re
plied Noah. " They'll be able to make us useful some way or
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another. Why, you yourself are worth fifty women ; I never
see such a precious sly and deceitful creetur as yer can be when
I let
" Lor,
yer."how nice it is to hear you say so ! " exclaimed Char
lotte, imprinting a kiss upon his ugly face.
" There, that'll do : don't yer be too affectionate, in case I'm
cross with yer," said Noah, disengaging himself with great gra
vity. " I should like to be the captain of some band, and have
the whopping ofem, and follering'em about, unbeknown to
themselves. That would suit me, if there was good profit ; and
if we could only get in with some gentlemen of this sort, I say it
would be cheap at that twenty-pound note you've got,—es
pecially as we don't very well know how to get rid of it our
selves."
After expressing this opinion, Mr. Claypole looked into the
porter-pot with an aspect of deep wisdom, and having well
shaken its contents, nodded condescendingly to Charlotte, and
took a draught, wherewith he appeared greatly refreshed. He
was meditating another, when the sudden opening of the door
and
The
appearance
stranger was
of a stranger
Mr. Fagin,
interrupted
and veryhim.
amiable he looked,
and a very low bow he made as he advanced, and, setting him
self down at the nearest table, ordered something to drink of
the"grinning
A pleasant
Barney.
night, sir, but cool for the time of year," said
Fagin, rubbing his hands. " From the country, I see sir ? "
" How do yer see that? " asked Noah Claypole.
" We have not so much dust as that in London," replied the
Jew, pointing from Noah's shoes to those of his companion, and
from
" Yer
them
a sharp
to thefeller,"
two bundles.
said Noah. " Ha ! ha ! only hear that,
Charlotte!"
" Why, one need be sharp in this town, my dear," replied
the Jew, sinking his voice to a confidential whisper, " and that's
the truth."
The Jew followed up this remark by striking the side of
his nose with his right forefinger, — a gesture which Noah
attempted to imitate, though not with complete success, in con
sequence of his own nose not being large enough for the pur
pose. However, Mr. Fagin seemed to interpret the endeavour
as expressing a perfect coincidence with his opinion, and put
about the liquor which Barney reappeared with, in a very
friendly
" Good
manner.
stuff that," observed Mr. Claypole, smacking his lips.
" Dear," said Fagin. " A man need be always emptying a
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coach,
till,Mr.
or Claypole
or
a pocket,
a bank,no
if
orhe
sooner
a drinks
woman's
heard
it regularly."
reticule,
this extract
or a from
house,hisorown
a mailre
marks than he fell back in his chair, and looked from the Jew
to Charlotte with a countenance of ashy paleness and excessive
terror.
" Don't mind me, my dear," said Fagin, drawing his chair
closer. " Ha ! ha ! it was lucky it was only me that heard you
by"chance.
I didn't It
take
wasit,"
very
stammered
lucky it was
Noah,
onlynome."
longer stretching out
his legs like an independent gentleman, but coiling them up as
well as he could under his chair; " it was all her doing : yer've
got" itNo
now,
matter
Charlotte,
who's got
yer know
it, or yer
whohave."
did it, my dear! " replied
Fagin, glancing, nevertheless, with a hawk's eye at the girl and
the two bundles. " I'm in that way myself, and I like you
for"it."
In what
that way
way?"of asked
business,"
Mr. Claypole,
rejoined Fagin,
a little recovering.
" and so are the

people of the house. You've hit the right nail upon the head,
and are as safe here as you could be. There is not a safer place
in all this town than is the Cripples ; that is, when I like to make
it so, and I've taken a fancy to you and the young woman ; so
I've
Noah
saidClaypole's
the word,mind
and you
might
may
have
make
been
your
at ease
minds
after
easy."
this assu
rance, but his body certainly was not, for he shuffled and writhed
about into various uncouth positions, eyeing his new friend
meanwhile
" I'll tell with
you more,"
mingledsaid
fearthe
andJew,
suspicion.
after he had reassured the
girl, by dint of friendly nods and muttered encouragements. " I
have got a friend that I think can gratify your darling wish and
put you in the right way, where you can take whatever depart
ment of the business you think will suit you best at first, and be
taught
" Yerallspeak
the others."
as if yer were in earnest," replied Noah.
" What advantage would it be to me to be anything[else?" in
quired the Jew, shrugging his shoulders. " Here. Let me have
a word
" There's
with no
you occasion
outside."to trouble ourselves to move," said
Noah, getting his legs by gradual degrees abroad again. " She'll
take the luggage up stairs the while. Charlotte, see to them
bundles."
This mandate, which had been delivered with great majesty,
was obeyed without the slightest demur, and Charlotte made the
best of her way off with the packages while Noah held the door
open, and watched her out.
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" She's kept tolerably well under, ain't she, sir? " he asked as
he resumed his seat, in the tone of a keeper who has tamed some
wild
" Quite
animal.perfect," rejoined Fagin, clapping him on the
shoulder.
" Why, I" suppose
You're aifgenius,
I wasn't
my Idear."
shouldn't be here," replied
Noah.
" Now,
" But,
whatI do
say,you
she'll
think?"
be back
saidifthe
yerJew.
lose time."
" If you was to
like" my
Is he
friend,
in a good
could way
you of
do business,
better than
that's
join where
him?" it is?" res
ponded
" TheNoah,
top of winking
the tree,"onesaid
of his
the little
Jew,eyes.
" employs a power of
hands
" Not
Regular
; and
a countryman
has
town-maders
the veryamong'em;
best
? " society
asked Mr.
and
in the
Claypole.
I don't
profession."
think he'd take
you even on my recommendation if he didn't run rather short of
assistants just now," replied the Jew.
"Should I have to hand over?" said Noah, slapping his
breeches-pocket.
" It couldn't possibly be done without," replied Fagin, in a
most
" Twenty
Not
decided
whenpound,
manner.
it's in though,—it's
a note you can't
a lot
getofridmoney
of," retorted
!"
Fagin.

" Number and date taken, I suppose ; payment stopped at
the Bank ? Ah ! It's not worth much to him ; it'll have to go
abroad,
""Where?"
To-morrow
Here."
When
andcould
he couldn't
morning,"
I see him?
sell replied
"it asked
for a the
great
Noah
Jew.
deal
doubtfully.
in the market."

" Live
Urn ! like
" said
a gentleman,—board
Noah. " What's the
andwages?
lodging," pipes and spirits
free,—half of all you earn, and half of all the young woman
earns,"
Whether
replied
Noah
Mr. Claypole,
Fagin. whose rapacity was none of the
least comprehensive, would have acceded even to these glowing
terms had he been a perfectly free agent is very doubtful ; but
as he recollected that, in the event of his refusal it was in the
power of his new acquaintance to give him up to justice imme
diately (and more unlikely things had come to pass), he gradually
relented,
" But, yer
and see,"
said he
observed
thoughtNoah,
that would
" as she
suitwill
him.
be able to do a
good
"A
Ah
deal,
little
! something
Ifancy
shouldwork?
like
of that
to
" suggested
take
sort,"
something
replied
Fagin.very
Noah.light."
" What do
you think would suit me now? Something not too trying for
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the strength, and not very dangerous, you know; that's the sort
of "thing!"
I heard you talk of something in the spy way upon the
others, my dear ? " said the Jew. " My friend wants somebody
who would do that well very much."
" Why, I did mention that, and I shouldn't mind turning my
hand to it sometimes," rejoined Mr. Claypole slowly; "but it
wouldn't
" That'spay
true
by! itself,
" observed
you know."
the Jew, ruminating or pretending
to "What
ruminate.do "you
No,think,
it might
then?"
not." asked Noah, anxiously re
garding him. " Something in the sneaking way, where it
was pretty sure work, and not much more risk than being at
home."
"What do you think of the old ladies?" asked the Jew.
" There's a good deal of money made in snatching their bags
and
" parcels,
Don't they
andholler
running
out round
a good the
deal,
corner."
and scratch sometimes?"
asked Noah, shaking his head. " I don't think that would an
swer my purpose. Ain't there any other line open? "
" Stop," said the Jew, laying his hand on Noah's knee. "The
kinchin
" The
What's
lay."
kinchins,
that?" demanded
my dear," Mr.
saidClaypole.
the Jew, " is the young

children that's sent on errands by their mothers, with sixpences
and
they've
shillings,
alwaysand
got the
it ready
lay isinjust
theirtohands,—and
take their money
then knock
away—
'em
into the kennel, and walk off very slow, as if there was nothing
else the matter but a child fallen down and hurt itself. Ha !
ha!" Ha!
ha!"ha!" roared Mr. Claypole, kicking up his legs in an
ecstasy.
" To be" Lord:
sure it that's
is," replied
the very
Fagin
thing
; "! "and you can have a few
good beats chalked out in Camden-town, and Battle-bridge, and
neighbourhoods like that, where they're always going errands,
and upset as many kinchins as you want any hour in the day.
HaWith
! ha !this
ha ! Fagin
"
poked Mr. Claypole in the side, and they
joined in a burst of laughter both long and loud.
" Well, that's all right!" said Noah, when he had recovered
himself, and Charlotte had returned. " What time to-morrow
shall
"Will
we say
ten? "do?" asked the Jew, adding, as Mr. Claypole
nodded
" Mr.assent,
Bolter,"
" What
repliedname
Noah,
shallwho
I tellhad
my prepared
good friend?
himself
" for
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such an emergency. " Mr. Morris Bolter. This is Mrs.
Bolter."
"Mrs. Bolter's humble servant," said Eagin, bowing with
grotesque politeness. " I hope I shall know her better very
shortly."
"Do you hear the gentleman, Char-lotte?" thundered Mr.
Claypole.
"Yes, Noah, dear!" replied Mrs. Bolter, extending her
hand.
" She calls me Noah, as a sort of fond way of talking," said
Mr. Morris Bolter, late Claypole, turning to the Jew. " You
understand
" Oh yes,? I" understand—perfectly," replied Fagin, telling the
truth for once. " Good night ! Good night ! "
With many adieus and good wishes Mr. Fagin went his way;
and Noah Claypole, bespeaking his good lady's attention, pro
ceeded to enlighten her relative to the arrangement he had
made, with all that haughtiness and air of superiority becoming
not only a member of the sterner sex, but a gentleman who
appreciated the dignity of a special appointment on the kinchin
lay in London and itsCHAPTER
vicinity.
XLII.

WHEREIN IS SHOWN HOW THE ARTFUL DODGER GOT INTO TROUBLE.

" And so it was you that was your own friend, was it? " asked
Mr. Claypole, otherwise Bolter, when, by virtue of the compact
entered into between them, he had removed next day to the
Jew's house. " 'Cod, I thought as much last night ! "
" Every man's his own friend, my dear," replied Fagin, with
his most insinuating grin. " He hasn't as good a one as himself
anywhere."
" Except sometimes," replied Morris Bolter, assuming the air
of a man of the world. " Some people are nobody's enemies
but" their
Don'town,
believe
yer that,"
know."said the Jew. " When a man's his
own enemy, it's only because he's too much his own friend, not
because he's careful for every body but himself. Pooh ! pooh !
There
""That
There
ain'tstands
oughtn't
such atothing
to
reason,"
be,inifnature."
there
said is,"
the replied
Jew. "Mr.
Some
Bolter.
conjurers

say that number three is the magic number, and some say
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number seven. It's neither, my friend, neither. It's number
one."
" In
Ha a! little
ha ! " community
cried Mr. Bolter.
like ours,
" Number
my dear,"
one for
said
ever."
the Jew,
who felt it necessary to qualify this position, " we have a general
number one; that is, you can't consider yourself as number one
without considering me too as the same, and all the other young
people."
" You
Oh, the
see,"devil!
pursued
" exclaimed
the Jew,Mr.
affecting
Bolter. to disregard this in

terruption, " we are so mixed up together and identified in our
interests that it must be so. For instance, it's your object to
take
" Certainly,"
Well,
care ofyou
number
can't
replied
take
one—meaning
Mr.
care
Bolter.
of yourself,
yourself."
" Yer about
number
right
one,there."
without

taking
" Number
care oftwo,
me, number
you mean,"
one."said Mr. Bolter, who was largely
endowed
"No, Iwith
don't!
the "quality
retorted
of selfishness.
the Jew. "I'm of the same im
portance
" I say,"
to interrupted
you as you are
Mr.toBolter,
yourself."
" yer a very nice man, and
I'm very fond of yer ; but we ain't quite so thick together as all
that
" Only
comesthink,"
to." said the Jew, shrugging his shoulders, and
stretching out his hands, " only consider. You've done what's
a very pretty thing, and what I love you for doing ; but what at
the same time would put the cravat round your throat that's
so very easily tied and so very difficult to unloosen—in plain
English,
Mr. Bolter
the halter!"
put his hand to his neckerchief as if he felt it in
conveniently tight, and murmured an assent, qualified in tone
but" not
Theingallows,"
substance.
continued Fagin, " the gallows, my dear, is
an ugly finger-post, which points out a very short and sharp
turning that has stopped many a bold fellow's career on the
broad highway. To keep in the easy road, and keep it at a
distance,
" Of course
is object
it is,"
number
repliedone
Mr.
with
Bolter.
you." " What do yer talk
about
" Only
suchtothings
showforyou
? " my meaning clearly," said the Jew,
raising his eyebrows. " To be able to do that, you depend upon
me; to keep my little business all snug, I depend upon you.
The first is your number one, the second my number one. The
more you value your number one, the more careful you must
be of mine ; so we come at last to what I told you at first—that
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a regard for number one holds us all together, and must do so
unless
" That's
we would
true," all
rejoined
go to pieces
Mr. Bolter,
in company."
thoughtfully. " Oh ! yer
a' cunning
Mr. Fagin
oldsaw
codger
with! "delight that this tribute to his powers was
no mere compliment, but that he had really impressed his recruit
with a sense of his wily genius, which it was most important that
he should entertain in the outset of their acquaintance. To
strengthen an impression so desirable and useful, he followed
up the blow by acquainting him in some detail with the magni
tude and extent of his operations; blending truth and fiction
together as best served his purpose, and bringing both to bear
with so much art, that Mr. Bolter's respect visibly increased, and
became tempered, at the same time, with a degree of wholesome
fear,
" It's
which
this itmutual
was highly
trust we
desirable
have intoeach
awaken.
other that consoles me
under heavy losses," said the Jew. "My best hand was taken
from me yesterday morning."
"Yer
"No, don't
no," replied
mean toFagin,
say he" died
not so
?" bad
criedasMr.
that.Bolter.
Not quite so
bad."
"What, I suppose he was

"

. "No,"
"Very
"Wanted,"
particular?"
replied
interposed
the Jew,
inquired
the
"not
Jew.
Mr.very.
Bolter.
"Yes,
Hehewas
was charged
wanted."with

attempting to pick a pocket, and they found a silver snuff-box
on him,—his own, my dear, his own, for he took snuff himself,
and was very fond of it. They remanded him till to day, for
they thought they knew the owner. Ah ! he was worth fifty
boxes and I'd give the price of as many to have him back. You
should have known the Dodger, my dear ; you should have
known
" Well,
the but
Dodger."
I shall know him, I hope ; don't yer think so?"
said Mr. Bolter.
"I'm doubtful about it," replied the Jew, with a sigh. "If
they don't get any fresh evidence it'll only be a summary con
viction, and we shall have him back again after six weeks or so ;
but, if they do, it's a case of lagging. They know what a clever
lad he is ; he'll be a lifer : they'll make the Artful nothing less
than
" What
a lifer."
do yer mean by lagging and a lifer?" demanded Mr.
Bolter. " What's the good of talking in that way to me ; why
don't
Fagin
yerwas
speak
about
so as
to translate
I can understand
these mysterious
yer?" expressions into
the vulgar tongue, and, being interpreted, Mr. Bolter would
have been informed that they represented that combination of
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words, " transportation for life," when the dialogue was cut
short by the entry of Master Bates with his hands in his breeches'
pockets,
" It's alland
up,his
Fagin,"
face twisted
said Charley,
into a look
when
of he
semi-comical
and his new
woe.
com
panion
" What
haddobeen
you made
mean?"
known
asked
to the
each
Jew
other.
with trembling lips.
" They've found the gentleman as owns the box ; two or three
more's a coming to 'dentify him, and the Artful's booked for a
passage out," replied Master Bates. " I must have a full suit of
mourning, Fagin, and a hatband, to wisit him in, afore he sets
the
out Dodger—the
upon his travels.
Artful
ToDodger—going
think of Jack Dawkins—lummy
abroad for a common
Jack—
twopenny-halfpenny sneeze-box ! I never, thought he'd ha'
done it under a gold watch, chain, and seals at the lowest. Oh,
why didn't he rob some rich old gentleman of all his walables,
and go outa* a gentleman, and not like a common prig, without
noWith
honour
this
norexpression
glory ! " of feeling for his unfortunate friend,
Master Bates sat himself on the nearest chair with an aspect of
chagrin
"What
anddodespondency.
you talk about his having neither honour nor
glory for ! " exclaimed Fagin, darting an angry look at his pupil.
" Wasn't he always top-sawyer among you all !—is there one of
you that could touch him or come near him on any scent
-eh?"
" Not one," replied Master Bates, in a voice rendered husky
by regret—" not one."
" Then what do you talk of ? " replied the Jew angrily ; " what
are"'Cause
you blubbering
it isn't on
forthe
? " rec-ord, is it?" said Charley, chafed
into perfect defiance of his venerable friend by the current of his
regrets; " 'cause it can't come out in the indictment; 'cause
nobody will never know half of what he was. How will he stand
in the Newgate Calender? P'raps not be there at all. Oh, my
eye,
"Ha!
my eye,
ha!"
wotcried
a blow
theit Jew
is ! " extending his right hand, and
turning to Mr. Bolter in a fit of chuckling which shook him as
though he had the palsy ; "see what a pride they take in their
profession
Mr. Bolter
my nodded
dear. Isn't
assent,
it beautiful?
and the "Jew, after contemplating
the grief of Charley Bates for some seconds with evident satis
faction, stepped up to that young gentleman and patted him on
the shoulder.
...
"Never mind, Charley," said Fagin soothingly; "it'll come
out, it'll be sure to come out. They'll all know what a clever
fellow he was ; he'll show it himself, and not disgrace his old
19
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pals and teachers. Think how young he is too ! What a dis
tinction
" Well,
Charley
it is a to
honour,
be lagged
thatatis his
! " time
said ofCharley,
life!" a little con
soled.
" He shall have all he wants," continued the Jew. " He shall
be kept in the stone Jug, Charley, like a gentleman—like a gen
tleman, with his beer every day, and money in his pocket to
pitch
" No,
Ay,
andshall
that
tosshe
with,
though
shall,"
if hereplied
?"can't
criedspend
the
Charley
Jew,
it.""and
Bates.we'll have a big-

Wig, Charley, one that's got the greatest gift of the gab,—to
carry on his defence, and he shall make a speech for himself too,
if he likes,
shrieks
of laughter—here
and we'll read itthe
allcourt
in thewas
papers—'
convulsed'—eh,
Artful DodgerChar
ley, eh?"
. " Ha ! ha ! " laughed Master Bates, " what a lark that would
be, wouldn't it Fagin ? I say, how the Artful would bother 'em,
wouldn't
hands.
"Would
" Ah, to
he?"
!be" sure,
cried so
thehe
Jew.
will,"
"He
repeated
shall—he
Charley,
will !"rubbing his

upon
" ISohis
think
dopupil.
I,"
I see
cried
him
Charley
now,"Bates—"
cried thehaJew,
! ha bending
! ha ! so his
do I.eyesI

see it all afore me, upon my soul I do, Fagin. What a game !
what a regular game ! All the big-wigs trying to look solemn,
and Jack Dawkins addressing of 'em as intimate and comfortable
as
—ha!
In
if he
fact
ha!
was
theha!"
the
Jewjudge's
had soown
well son
humoured
makinghis
a speech
youngarter
friend's
dinner
ec
centric disposition, that Master Bates, who had at first been dis
posed to consider the imprisoned Lodger rather in the light of
a victim, now looked upon him as the chief actor in a scene of
most uncommon and exquisite humour, and felt quite impatient
for the arrival of the time when his old companion should have
so "favourable
We must an
know
opportunity
how he gets
of displaying
on to-day by
hissome
abilities.
handy means
or "
"Not
other,"
Shallfor
Isaid
go?
the Fagin.
"world,"
asked "Let
Charley.
replied
md the
think."
Jew. " Are you mad, my

No,
dear?—stark
"You
Charley,
don'tno—one
mad,
mean
thattoisyou'd
go
enough
yourself,
walk
to lose
intoI suppose
at
thea very
time."
? "place
said where—
Charley
with a humorous leer.
. : ;V
"That wouldn't quite fit," replied Fagin shaking his head.
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"Then why don't you send this new cove?" asked Master
Bates,
""Mind!"
Why
laying
if heinterposed
his
didn't
handmind,"
onCharley.
Noah's
observed
arm
"What
;the" nobody
Jew.
shouldknows
he have
him."
to

mind?"
" Really nothing, my dear," said Fagin, turning to Mr. Bol
ter, "really nothing."
"Oh, I dare say about that, yer know," observed Noah,
backing towards the door, and shaking his head with a kind of
sober alarm. "No, no—none of that. It's notin my department,
that
"Wot
isn't."department has he got, Fagin?" inquired Master
Bates, surveying Noah's lank form with much disgust. "The
cutting
the" wittles
Never
away
when
mind,"
when
there's
retorted
there's
every
anything
Mr.
thing
Bolter
right
wrong,
; "; is
and
that
anddon't
the
his branch?"
eating
yer take
all

liberties with yer superiors, little boy, or yer 'll find yerself in
theMaster
wrongBates
shop."
laughed so vehemently at this magnificent threat,
that it was some time before Fagin could interpose and represent
to Mr. Bolter that he incurred no possible danger in visiting the
police-office., that, inasmuch as no account of the little affair in
which he had been engaged, nor any description of his person,
had yet been forwarded to the metropolis, it was very probable
that he was not even suspected of having resorted to it for
shelter ; and that, if he were properly disguised, it would be as
safe a spot for him to visit as any in London, inasmuch as it
would be of all places the very last to which he could be sup
posed
Persuaded,
likely toinresort
part, of
byhis
these
ownrepresentations,
free will.
but overborne in
a much greater degree by his fear of the Jew, Mr. Bolter at length
consented, with a very bad grace, to undertake the expedition. By
Fagin's directions he immediately substituted for his own attire
a waggoner's frock, velveteen breeches, and leather leggings,
all of which articles the Jew had at hand. He was likewise
furnished with a felt hat well garnished with turnpike tickets,
and a carter's whip. Thus equipped he was to saunter into the
office as some country fellow from Covent Garden market might
be supposed to do for the gratification of his curiosity ; and as
he was as awkward, ungainly, and raw-boned a fellow as need
be, Mr. Fagin had no fear but that he would look the part to
perfection.
These arrangements completed, he was informed of the ne
cessary signs and tokens by which to recognise the artful Dodger,
and was conveyed by Master Bates through dark and winding
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ways to within a very short distance of Bow-street. Having
described the precise situation of the office and accompanied it
with copious directions how he was to walk straight up the
passage, and when he got into the yard take the door up the
steps on the right-hand side, and pull off his hat as he went into
the room, Charley Bates bade him hurry on alone, and promised
to Noah
bide hisGaypole
return on
, ortheMorris
spot of Bolter
their parting.
as the reader pleases ,
were
Master
punctually
so Bates
exact
followed
being
that hepretty
the
wasdirections
enabled
well acquainted
tohegain
had the
with
received,
magisterial
the locality—
which—
pre
sence without asking any question, or meeting with any inter
ruption by the way. He found himself jostled among a crowd
of people, chiefly women, who were huddled together in a
dirty frowsy room, at the upper end of which was a raised
platform railed off from the rest, with a dock for the prisoners
on the left hand against the wall, a box for the witnesses in the
middle, and a desk for the magistrates on the right ; the awful
locality last-named being screened off by a partition which
concealed the bench from the common gaze, and left the vulgar
to There
imaginewere
(if they
onlycould)
a couple
the of
fullwomen
majestyin of
thejustice.
dock, who were
nodding to their admiring friends, while the clerk read some
depositions to a couple of policemen and a man in plain clothes
who leant over the table. A jailer stood reclining against the
dock-rail, tapping his nose listlessly with a large key, except
when he repressed an undue tendency to conversation among
the idlers, by proclaiming silence ; or looked sternly up to bid
some woman " Take that baby out," when the gravity of justice
was disturbed by feeble cries, half-smothered in the mother's
shawl, from some meagre infant. The room smelt close and
unwholesome, the walls were dirt-discoloured, and the ceiling
blackened. There was an old smoky bust over the mantel-shelf,
and a dusty clock above the dock—the only thing present that
seemed to go on as it ought; for depravity, or poverty, or an
habitual acquaintance with both, had left a taint on all the
animate matter, hardly less unpleasant than the thick greasy
scum
Noah
onlooked
every inanimate
eagerly about
object
himthat
forfrowned
the Dodger,
upon but
it. although
there were several women who would have done very well for
that distinguished character's mother or sister, and more than
one man who might be supposed to bear a strong resemblance to
his father, nobody at all answering the description given him of
Mr. Dawkins was to be seen. He waited in a state of much
suspense and uncertainly until the women, being committed for
trial, went flaunting out, and then was quickly relieved by the
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appearance of another prisoner whom he felt at once could be
noItother
was than
indeed
the Mr.
object
Dawkins,
of his visit.
who, shuffling into the office
with the big coat sleeves tucked up as usual, his left hand in his
pocket and his hat in his right, preceded the jailer with a rolling
gait altogether indescribable, and taking his place in the dock
requested in an audible voice to know what he was placed in
that
" IHold
'ere
'm an
disgraceful
your
Englishman,
tongue,
sitivation
will
an'tyou?
I?for.
" "rejoined
said thethe
jailer.
Dodger. "Where
are my priwileges?"
" You' II get your privileges soon enough," retorted the jailer,
" and pepper with 'em."
" We 'll see wot the Secretary of State for the Home Affairs
has got to say to the beaks, if I don't," replied Mr. Dawkins.
"Now then, wot is this here business? I shall thank the
madg'strates to dispose of this here little affair, and not to keep
me while they read the paper, for I 've got an appointment with
a genelman in the city, and as I 'm a man of my word and wery
punctual in business matters, he 'll go away if I ain't there to my
time, and then pr'aps there won't be an action for damage
against
At thisthose
pointasthe
kept
Dodger,
me away.
with Oh
a show
no, of
certainly
being very
not!particular
"
with a view to proceedings to be had thereafter, desired the
jailer to communicate " the names of them two old files as was
on the bench," which so tickled the spectators that they laughed
almost as heartily as Master Bates could have done if he had
heard the request.
"" He
Silence
A
Has
What
pick-pocketing
ought
that
isthere
boy
this?"
to !ever
have
" inquired
cried
case,
been
been
theyour
here
one
ajailer.
many
before?"
worship."
of thetimes,"
magistrates.
replied the jailer.

" He has been pretty well everywhere else. J know him well,
your
" Oh
worship."
! you know me, do you?" cried the Artful making a note
of the statement. " Wery good. That's a case of deformation
of "Here
character,
Now
Ah !there
that
then,
any
's
was
where
right,"
way."
another
are
added
the
laugh,
the
witnesses?"
and
Dodger.
another
said
" Where
cry
the of
clerk.
silence.
are they?

I should
This wish
like was
to see
immediately
'em."
gratified, for a policeman stepped
forward who had seen the prisoner attempt the pocket of an
unknown gentleman in a crowd, and indeed take a handkerchief
therefrom, which being a very old one, he deliberately put back
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again, after trying it on his own countenance. For this reason
he took the Dodger into custody as soon as he could get near
him, and the said Dodger being searched had upon his person
a silver snuff-box with the owner's name engraved upon the lid.
This gentleman had been discovered on reference to the Court
Guide, and being then and there present, swore that the snuff
box was his, and that he had missed it on the previous day, the
moment he had disengaged himself from the crowd before re
ferred to. He had also remarked a young gentleman in the
throng particularly active in making his way about, and that
young
" Have
gentleman
you anything
was the to
prisoner
ask this
before
witness,
him. boy?" said the
magistrate.
" I wouldn't abase myself by descending to hold any conver
sation
""Do
Have
with
you
you
him,"
hear
anything
replied
his worship
tothe
say Dodger.
atask
all?"
if you've anything to say?"
inquired
" I begthe
your
jailer
pardon,"
nudgingsaid
the the
silent
Dodger,
Dodgerlooking
with hisupelbow.
with an
air of abstraction. " Did you address yourself to me, my man ?"
"I never see such an out-and-out young wagabond, your
worship," observed the officer with a grin. " Do you mean to
say" anything,
No," replied
youthe
young
Dodger,
shaver?"
" not here, for this ain't the shop
for justice; besides which my attorney is a-breakfasting this
morning with the Wice President of the House of Commons 5
but I shall have something to say elsewhere, and so will he, and
so will a wery numerous and respectable circle of acquaintance
as 'll make them beaks wish they'd never been born, or that
they 'd got their footman to hang 'em up to their own hat-pegs>
'afore they let 'em come out this morning to try it upon me.
I 'll
"
"There, he 's fully committed ! " interposed the clerk. "Take
him
"Come
" Oh
away."
ah on,"
! I 'llsaid
comethe
on,"
jailer.
replied the Dodger, brushing his hat
with the palm of his hand. " Ah ! (to the Bench ) it 's no use
your looking frightened ; I won't show you no mercy, not a
ha'porth of it. You'll pay for this, my fine fellers ; I wouldn't
be you for something. I wouldn't go free now if you was to fall
down on your knees and ask me. Here, carry me off to prison.
Take me away."
With these last words the Dodger suffered himself to be led
off by the collar, threatening till he got into the yard to make a
parliamentary business of it ; and then grinning in the officer's
face with great glee and self-approval.
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. Having seen him locked up by himself in a little cell, Noah
made the best of his way back to where he had left Master
Bates. After waiting here some time he was joined by that
young gentleman, who had prudently abstained from showing
himself until he had looked carefully abroad from a snug retreat,
and ascertained that his new friend had not been followed by
anyThe
impertinent
two hastened
person.
back together to bear to Mr. Fagin the
animating news that the Dodger was doing full justice to his
bringing-up, and establishing
CHAPTER
for himself
XLIII.
a glorious reputation.

THE TIME ARRIVES FOR NANCY TO REDEEM HER PLEDGE TO ROSE MAYLIE.

SHE FAILS.

NOAH CLAYPOLE IS EMPLOYED BY FAGIN ON A SECRET MISSION.

Adept as she was in all the arts of cunning and dissimulation,
the girl Nancy could not wholly conceal the effect which the
knowledge of the step she had taken, worked upon her mind.
She remembered
had
confided to her
thatschemes
both thewhich
crafty had
Jewbeen
and the
hidden
brutal
from
Sikes
all
others, in the full confidence that she was trustworthy and
beyond the reach of their suspicion ; and vile as those schemes
were, desperate as were their originators, and bitter as were
her feelings towards the Jew, who had ted her step by step
deeper and deeper down into an abyss of crime and misery,
whence was no escape, still there were times when even towards
him she felt some relenting lest her disclosure should bring him
within the iron grasp he had so long eluded, and he should fall
at last—richly as he merited such a fate—by her hand.
But these were the mere wanderings of a mind unable wholly
to detach itself from old companions and associations, though
enabled to fix itself steadily on one object, and resolved not to
be turned aside by any consideration. Her fears for Sikes would
have been more powerful inducements to recoil while there was
yet time; but she had stipulated that her secret should be ri
gidly kept—she had dropped no clue which could lead to his
discovery—she had refused, even for his sake, a refuge from all
the guilt and wretchedness that encompassed her — and what
more
Though
couldevery
she do?
mental
She struggle
was resolved.
terminated in this conclusion,
they forced themselves upon her again and again, and left their
traces too. She grew pate and thin even within a few days. At
limes she took no heed of what was passing before her, or no
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part in conversations where once she would have been the
loudest. At others she laughed without merriment, and was
noisy without cause or meaning. At others — often within a
moment afterwards—she sat silent and dejected, brooding with
her head upon her hands, while the very effort by which she
roused herself told more forcibly than even these indications
that she was ill at ease, and that her thoughts were occupied
with matters very different and distant from those in course of
discussion
It was Sunday
by hernight,
companions.
and the bell of the nearest church struck
the hour. Sikes and the Jew were talking, but they paused to
listen. The girl looked up from the low seat on which she
crouched and listened too, intently. Eleven.
" An hour this side of midnight," said Sikes, raising the blind
to look out and returning to his seat. " Dark and heavy it is too.
A good
" Ah !night
" replied
for business
the Jew.this."
" What a pity, Bill, my dear, that
there's
" You're
noneright
quiteforready
once,"
to be
replied
done."
Sikes gruffly. " It is a pity,
for I'm in the humour too."
The
" WeJew
must
sighed
makeand
up for
shook
losthis
time
head
when
despondingly.
we 've got things into
a good
"That's
train,the
that's
way all
to Italk,
know,"
my dear,"
said Sikes.
replied the Jew, ventur
ing to pat him on the shoulder. " It does me good to hear
you."
"Ha!
" Does ha!
you ha!"
good does
laughed
it !"the
cried
Jew,
Sikes.
as if "heWell,
weresorelieved
be it." by

even this concession. " You 're like yourself to-night, Bill—
quite
" I like
don't
yourself."
feel like myself when you lay that withered old claw
on my shoulder, so take it away," said Sikes casting off the Jew's
hand.
" It makes you nervous, Bill,—reminds you of being nabbed,
does
" Reminds
it?" said me
the of
Jew,
being
determined
nabbed by
notthe
to devil,"
be offended.
returned Sikes.
" Not by a trap. There never was another man with such a
face as yours, unless it was your father, and I suppose he is
singeing his grizzled red beard by this time, unless you came
straight from the old 'un without any father at all betwixt you,
which
Fagin
I shouldn't
offered nowonder
reply toatthis
a bit."
compliment ; but pulling Sikes
by the sleeve, pointed his finger towards Nancy, who had taken
advantage of the foregoing conversation to put on her bonnet,
and was now leaving the room.
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" Hallo ! " cried Sikes. " Nance. Where 's the gal going to
at "this
Nottime
far."
of night?"
" What answer's that?" returned Sikes. " Where are you
going?"
" And
I say,I not
sayfar."
where?" retorted Sikes in a loud voice. " Do

you
" Then
hear
I don't
me?"
I know
do," said
where,"
Sikes,replied
more inthethegirl.
spirit of obstinacy than
because he had any real objection to the girl going where she
listed.
" I 'm"Nowhere.
not well. I told
Sit down."
you that before," rejoined the girl. " I
want
" Put
a breath
your head
of air."
out of the winder, and take it there," replied
Sikes.
" There 's not enough there," said the girl. ' ' I want it in the
street."
" Then you won't have it," replied Sikes, with which assur
ance he rose, locked the door, took the key out, and pulling
her bonnet from her head, flung it up to the top of an old press.
" There," said the robber. " Now stop quietly where you are,
will you."
"It's not such a matter as a bonnet would keep me," said
the girl turning very pale. "What do you mean, Bill? Do you
know what you 're doing ? "
" she
" Know
's out what
of herI'm
senses, you
Oh!"
know,
criedorSikes
she daren't
turningtalk
to Fagin,
to me
in that way."
" You 'll drive me on to something desperate," muttered the
girl placing both hands upon her breast as though to keep down
by force some violent outbreak. "Let me go, will you,—this
minute— this instant—"
" No ! " roared Sikes.
" Tell him to let me go, Fagin. He had better. It 'll be better
for him. Do you hear me? " cried Nancy stamping her foot upon
the" ground.
Hear you ! " repeated Sikes turning round in his chair to
confront her. " Aye, and if I hear you for half a minute longer,
the dog shall have such a grip on your throat as 'll tear some of
that screaming voice out. Wot has come over you, you jadewot
" Let
is it?"
me go," said the girl with great earnestness ; then sit
ting herself down on the floor, before the door, she said,—" Bill,
let me go ; you don't know what you 're doing—you don't, indeed.
For only one hour—do—do."
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"Cut my limbs off one by one—" cried Sikes seizing her
roughly by the arm — " if I don't think the gal's stark raving
mad.
"NotGet
tillup."
you let me go -not till you let me go—Never—
never ! " screamed the girl. Sikes looked on for a minute watch
ing his opportunity, and suddenly pinioning her hands dragged
her, struggling and wrestling with him by the way, into a small
room adjoining, where he sat himself on a bench, and thrusting
her into a chair, held her down by force. She struggled and
implored by turns until twelve o'clock had struck, and then,
wearied and exhausted, ceased to contest the point any further.
With a caution, backed by many oaths, to make no more efforts
to go out that night, Sikes left her to recover at leisure and re
joined the Jew.
" Phew !" said the housebreaker wiping the perspiration from
his"face.
You may
" Wot
say that,
a precious
Bill," replied
strangethe
galJew
thatthoughtfully.
is !"
" You
may
" Wot
say that."
did she take it into her head to go out to-night for, do
you think ?" asked Sikes. " Come ; you should know her better
than me—wot does it mean?"
" Obstinacy—woman'sobstinacy,Isuppose, my dear," replied
the Jew shrugging his shoulders.
" Well, I suppose it is," growled Sikes. " I thought I had
tamed her, but she's as bad as ever."
" Worse," said the Jew thoughtfully. " I never knew her
like" Nor
this, I,"
for said
suchSikes.
a little cause."
" I think she's got a touch of that fever
in her blood yet, and it won't come out—eh ?"
" Like enough," replied the Jew.
" I'll let her a little blood without troubling the doctor, if she's
took that way again," said Sikes.
The Jew nodded an expressive approval of this mode of treat
ment.
" She was hanging about me all day and night too when I was
stretched on my back ; and you, like a black-hearted wolf as you
are, kept yourself aloof," said Sikes. " We was very poor too
all the time, and I think one way or other it's worried and fretted
—eh?"
her,
" That's
and thatit,being
my shut
dear,"
up here
replied
so the
long Jew
has made
in a whisper.
her restless
—

"Hush!"
As he uttered these words, the girl herself appeared and
resumed her former seat. Her eyes were swollen and red ; she
rocked herself to and fro, tossed her head, and after a little time,
burst out laughing.
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" Why, now she's on the other tack !" exclaimed Sikes, turn
ing a look of excessive surprise upon his companion.
The Jew nodded to him to take no further notice just then,
and in a few minutes the girl subsided into her accustomed
demeanour. Whispering Sikes that there was no fear of her
relapsing, Fagin took up his hat and bade him good-night. He
paused when he reached the door, and looking round, asked if
somebody
" Light him
would
down,"
light said
him Sikes,
down who
the dark
was filling
stairs. his pipe. " It's
a pity he should break his neck himself, and disappoint the sight
seers.
NancyThere
followed
; showthehim
olda light."
man down stairs with the candle.
When they reached the passage he laid his finger on his lip, and
drawing close to the girl, said in a whisper,
—"
" is
The
What
If so
he"—he
hard
reason
do
is it,
you
with
pointed
Nancy,
ofmean?"
you,
all this,"
dear?"
with
(he's
replied
replied
his
a brute,
skinny
the Fagin.
girl
Nance,
fore
in thefinger
asame
brute-beast)
up
tone.
the stairs
why

don't you
"
" Well!" said the girl, as Fagin paused, with his mouth almost
touching
" No matter
her ear,just
andnow,"
his eyes
said
looking
the Jew,
into hers.
" we'll talk of this
again. You have a friend in me, Nance ; a staunch friend. I
have the means at hand, quiet and close. If you want revenge
on those that treat you like a dog—like a dog ! worse than his
dog, for he humours him sometimes—come to me. I say, come
to me. He is the mere hound of a day, but you know me of old,
Nance—of old."
" I know you well," replied the girl, without manifesting the
least
Sheemotion.
shrunk back
" Good
as Fagin
night."offered to lay his hand on hers,
but said good night again in a steady voice, and, answering
his parting look with a nod of intelligence, closed the door be
tween
Fagin
them.
walked towards his own home, intent upon the thoughts
—not
that were
from
working
what had
within
justhispassed,
brain. though
He had that
conceived
had tended
the idea
to
confirm him, but slowly and by degrees—that Nancy, wearied
of the housebreaker's brutality, had conceived an attachment
for some new friend. Her altered manner, her repeated ab
sences from home alone, her comparative indifference to the
interests of the gang for which she had once been so zealous,
and, added to these, her desperate impatience to leave home
that night at a particular hour, all favoured the supposition, and
rendered it, to him at least, almost a matter of certainly. The
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object of this new liking was not among his myrmidons. He
would be a valuable acquisition with such an assistant as ftancy,
and
There
must was
(thusanother
Fagin argued)
and a darker
be secured
object
without
to be delay.
gained. Sikes
knew too much, and his ruffian taunts had not galled the Jew
the less because the wounds were hidden. The girl must know
well that if she shook him off, she could never be safe from his
fury, and that it would be surely wreaked—to the maiming of
limbs, or perhaps the loss of life— on the object of her more
recent fancy. "With a little persuasion," thought Fagin,
" what more likely than that she would consent to poison him?
Women have done such things, and worse, to secure the same
object before now. There would be the dangerous villain—the
man I hate— gone; another secured in his place; and my
influence over the girl, with the knowledge of this crime to back
it, These
unlimited."
things passed through the mind of Fagin during the
short time he sat alone in the housebreaker's room ; and with
them uppermost in his thoughts, he had taken the opportunity
afterwards afforded him of sounding the girl in the broken hints
he threw out at parting. There was no expression of surprise,
no assumption of an inability to understand his meaning. The
girl clearly comprehended it. Her glance at parting showed
that.
But perhaps she would recoil from a plot to take the life of
Sikes, and that was one of the chief ends to be attained.
" How," thought the Jew, as he crept homewards, " can I in
crease
Suchmy
brains
influence
are fertile
with in
herexpedients.
? what new If,
power
without
can Iextracting
acquire ?"
a confession from herself, he laid a watch, discovered the object
of her altered regard, and threatened to reveal the whole
history to Sikes (of whom she stood in no common fear) unless
pliance
she" Ientered
can,"
?
said
into Fagin
his designs,
almost could
aloud.he" not
She secure
durst not
her refuse
com

me then—not for her life, not for her life ! I have it all. The
means are ready, and shall be set to work. I shall have you
yet.He" cast back a dark look and a threatening motion of the
hand towards the spot where he had left the bolder villain, a
went on his way, busying his bony hands in the folds of his
tattered garment, which he wrenched tightly in his grasp as
though there were a hated enemy crushed with every motion
of his fingers.
He rose betimes next morning, and waited impatiently for
the appearance of his new associate, who, after a delay thai
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seemed interminable, at length presented himself, and com
menced
" Bolter,"
a voracious
said theassault
Jew, drawing
upon theupbreakfast.
a chair and seating him
self" opposite
Well, here
Morris
I am,"
Bolter.
returned Noah. " What's the matter?
Don't yer ask me to do anything till I have done eating. That's a
great fault in this place. Yer never get time enough over yer
meals."
" You can talk as you eat, can't you?" said Fagin, cursing
his dear young friend's greediness from the very bottom of his
heart.
" Oh yes, I can talk ; I get on better when I talk," said Noah,
cutting
" Out,"
a monstrous
said Fagin.
slice" of
I sent
bread.
her "out
Where's
this morning
Charlotte?
with" the
other
"Oh!"
youngsaid
woman,
Noah,because
"I wish
I wanted
yer'd usordered
to be alone."
her to make
some buttered toast first. Well. Talk away. Yer won't inter
rupt
There
me."seemed indeed no great fear of anything interrupting
him, as he had evidently sat down with a determination to do a
great
" You
dealdid
of well
business.
yesterday, my dear," said the Jew, " beauti
ful! Six shillings and ninepence halfpenny on the very first day ?
The
" Don't
kinchinyerlayforget
will betoa add
fortune
three
to pint-pots
you."
and a milk-can,"
said
" No,
Mr. no,
Bolter.
my dear," replied the Jew. " The pint-pots were
great strokes of genius, but the milk-can was a perfect master
piece."
"Pretty well, I think, for a beginner," remarked Mr. Bol
ter complacently. " The pots I took off airy railings, and the
milk-can was standing by itself outside a public-house, so I
thought it might get rusty with the rain, or catch cold, yer
know. Ha! ha! ha!"
The Jew affected to laugh very heartily ; and Mr. Bolter,
having had his laugh out, took a series of large bites which
finished his first hunk of bread and butter, and assisted himself
to "I
a second.
want you, Bolter," said Fagin, leaning over the table,
" to do a piece of work for me, my dear, that needs great care
and"Icaution."
say," rejoined Bolter, "don't yer go shoving me into
danger, or sending me to any more police-offices. That don't
suit"There's
me, thatnot
don't
the; and
smallest
so I tell
danger
yer."in it—not the very small
est," said the Jew; "it's only to dodge a woman."
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""A
An
I can
young
olddowoman
that
one,"pretty
?"
replied
demanded
well,
Fagin.
I know,"
Mr. Bolter.
said Bolter. "I was a
regular cunning sneak when I was at school. What am I to
dodge her for ? not to—"
" Not to do anything," interrupted the Jew, " but to tell me
where she goes to, who she sees, and, if possible, what she
says ; to remember the street, if it is a street, or the house, if it
is a house, and to bring me back all the information you can."
" What'll yer give me ? " asked Noah, setting down his cup,
gin,
and"If
looking
wishing
you dohis
toit interest
employer
well, a pound,
him
eagerly
inmy
the
indear—one
the
scent
face.
as much
pound,"
as possible.
said Fa" And that's what I never gave yet for any job of work where
there
""One
Who
Oh
wasn't
Lor
ofis us."
she
! valuable
" cried
? " inquired
Noah,
consideration
curling
Noah. up
to be
hisgained."
nose. " Yer doubtful

of "her,
Sheare
hasyer?"
found out some new friends, my dear, and I must
know who they are," replied the Jew.
" I see," said Noah. " Just to have the pleasure of knowing
them, if they're respectable people, eh?— Ha! ha! ha! I'm
your
" I man."
knew you would be," cried Fagin, elated by the success
of"Of
his proposal.
course, of course," replied Noah.

" Where is she?

Where
" All am
that,I to
mywait
dear,
foryou
hershall
? When
hear from
am I me.
to goI'll
?"point her out
at the proper time," said Fagin. "You keep ready, and leave
theThat
rest tonight,
me." and the next, and the next again, the spy sat
booted and equipped in his carter's dress, ready to turn out at a
—and
word from
on each
Fagin.
FaginSixcame
nights
home
passed,—six
with a disappointed
long wearyface,
nights,
and
briefly intimated that it was not yet time. On the seventh he
returned earlier, and with an exultation he could not conceal.
It "She
was Sunday.
goes abroad to-night," said Fagin, "and on the right
errand, I'm sure ; for she has been alone all day, and the man
she is afraid of will not be back much before day-break. Come
with
Noah
me.started
Quickup! "without saying a word ; for the Jew was in a
state of such intense excitement that it infected him. They left
the house stealthily, and, hurrying through a labyrinth of streets,
arrived at length before a public-house, which Noah recognised

OLIVER TWIST.

303

as the same in which he had slept on the night of his arrival in
London.
It was past eleven o'clock, and the door was closed. It opened
softly on its hinges as the Jew gave a low whistle. They entered
without
Scarcely
noise,
venturing
and the todoor
whisper,
was closed
but substituting
behind them.dumb show
for words, Fagin and the young Jew who had admitted them
pointed out the pane of glass to Noah, and signed to him to climb
up and observe the person in the adjoining room.
The
" IIscan't
that
Jew the
see
nodded
woman?
her face
yes.well,"
" he asked,
whispered
scarcely
Noah.
above
" She
his breath.
is looking
down,
" Stay
andthere,"
the candle
whispered
is behind
Fagin.
her." He signed to Barney, who
withdrew. In an instant the lad entered the room adjoining,
and, under pretence of snuffing the candle, moved it into the
required position, and, speaking to the girl, caused her to raise
her" face.
I see her now," cried the spy.
"Plainly? "asked the Jew.
He
" 1 hastily
should descended
know her among
as the aroom-door
thousand."opened, and the girl
came out. Fagin drew him behind a small partition which was
curtained off, and they held their breaths as she passed within
a few feet of their place of concealment, and emerged by the door
at Noah
"which
To
Histthe
exchanged
!they
" left,"
cried
hadthe
whispered
entered.
a lad
lookwho
with
the
held
Fagin,
ladthe
; "door.
and
takedarted
"the
Now."
left
out.hand, and

keep
Heondid
theso,
other
andside."
by the light of the lamps saw the girl's
retreating figure already at some distance before him. He
advanced as near as he considered prudent, and kept on the
opposite side of the street; the better to observe her motions.
She looked nervously round twice or thrice, and once stopped to
let two men who were following close behind her pass on. She
seemed to gather courage as she advanced, and to walk with
a steadier and firmer step. The spy preserved the same rela
tive distance between them, and followed with his eye
upon her.
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CHAPTER XLIV.
THE APPOISTMENT KEPT.

The church clocks chimed three quarters past eleven as two
figures emerged on London Bridge. One, which advanced
with a swift and rapid step, was that of a woman, who looked
eagerly about her as though in quest of some expected object ;
the other figure was that of a man, who slunk along in the
deepest shadow lie could find, and at some distance accommo
dated his pace to hers, stopping when she stopped, and, as she
moved again, creeping stealthily on, but never allowing
himself, in the ardour of his pursuit, to gain upon her footsteps.
Thus they crossed the bridge from the Middlesex to the
Surrey shore, when the woman, apparently disappointed in her
anxious scrutiny of the foot-passengers, turned, back. The
movement was sudden, but he who watched her was not
thrown off his guard by it, for shrinking into one of the recesses
which surmount the piers of the bridge, and leaning over the
parapet the better to conceal his figure, he suffered her to pass
by on the opposite pavement, and when she was about the
same distance in advance as she had been before, he slipped
quietly down and followed her again. At nearly the centre of
theItbridge
was a she
verystopped.
dark night.
TheThe
man day
stopped
had too.
been unfavourable,
and at that hour and place there were few people stirring. Such
as there were hurried quickly past, very possibly without seeing,
but certainly without noticing, either the woman or the man
who kept her in view. Their appearance was not calculated to
attract the importunate regards of such of London's destitute
population, as chanced to take their way over the bridge that
night in search of some cold arch or doorless hovel wherein to
lay their heads ; they stood there in silence, neither speaking
norA spoken
mist hung
to byover
any one
the river,
who passed.
deepening the red glare of the
fires that burnt upon the small craft moored off the different
wharfs, and rendering darker and more indistinct the mirky
buildings on the banks. The old smoke-stained storehouses on
either side rose heavy and dull from the dense mass of roofs
and gables, and frowned sternly upon water too black to reflect
even their lumbering shapes. The tower of old Saint Saviour's
church,
warders of
andthethe
ancient
spire bridge,
of Saintwere
Magnus,
visible soin the
longgloom
the giant; but
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the forest of shipping below bridge, and the thickly scattered
spires of churches above, were nearly all hidden from the sight.
The girl had taken a few restless turns to and fro — closely
watched meanwhile by her hidden observer — when the heavy
bell of St. Paul's tolled for the death of another day. Midnight
had come upon the crowded city. The palace, the night-cellar,
the jail, the madhouse ; the chambers of birth and death, of
health and sickness ; the rigid face of the corpse and the calm
sleep
Theof hour
the child—midnight
had not struck was
two upon
minutes,
themwhen
all. a young lady,
accompanied by a grey-haired gentleman, alighted from a
hackney-carriage within a short distance of the bridge, and,
having dismissed the vehicle, walked straight towards it. They
had scarcely set foot upon its pavement when the girl started,
andThey
immediately
walked onwards,
made towards
lookingthem.
about them with the air
of persons who entertained some very slight expectation which
had little chance of being realised, when they were suddenly
joined by this new associate. They halted with an exclamation
of surprise, but suppressed it immediately, for a man in the
garments of a countryman came close up—brushed against
them,
" Not
indeed—at
here," said
thatNancy
precisehurriedly.
moment. " I am afraid to speak
to you here. Come away — out of the public road—down the
steps yonder."
As she uttered these words, and indicated with her hand the
direction in which she wished them to proceed, the country
man looked round, and roughly asking what they took up the
whole
The pavement
steps to which
for, passed
the girlon.
had pointed were those which, on
the Surrey bank, and on the same side of the bridge as Saint Sa
viour's church, form a landing-stairs from the river. To this
spot the man bearing the appearance of a countryman hastened
unobserved ; and after a moment's survey of the place, he began
to These
descend.
stairs are a part of the bridge ; they consist of three
flights. Just below the end of the second, going down, the
stone wall on the left terminates in an ornamental pilaster
facing towards the Thames. At this point the lower steps
widen, so that a person turning that angle of the wall is neces
sarily unseen by any others on the stairs who chance to
be above him, if only a step. The countryman looked hastily
round when he reached this point, and as there seemed no
better place of concealment, and the tide being out there was
plenty of room, he slipped aside, with his back to the pilaster,
and there waited, pretty certain that they would come no lower,
20
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and that even if he could not hear what was said, he could follow
them
So again
tardilywith
stolesafety.
the time in this lonely place, and so eager
was the spy to penetrate the motives of an interview so different
from what he had been led to expect, that he more than once
gave the matter up for lost, and persuaded himself either that
they had stopped far above, or resorted to some entirely dif
ferent spot to hold their mysterious conversation. He was on
the very point of emerging from his hiding-place, and regaining
the road above, when he heard the sound of footsteps, and
directly
He drew
afterwards
himselfof straight
voices almost
upright
closeagaing
at his ear.
the wall, and,
scarcely
" Thisbreathing,
is far enough,"
listened
said
attentively.
a voice, which was evidently that
of the gentleman. " I will not suffer this young lady to go any
further. Many people would have distrusted you too much to
have come even so far, but you see I am willing to humour you."
" To humour me!" cried the voice of the girl whom he had
followed. " You 're considerate, indeed, sir. To humour me !
Well, well, it's no matter."
" Why, for what," said the gentleman in a kinder tone, "for
what purpose can you have brought us to this strange place ?
Why not have let me speak to you above there, where it is light,
and there is something stirring, instead of bringing us to this
dark
" Iand
tolddismal
you before,"
hole?" replied Nancy, " that I was afraid to
speak to you there. I don't know why it is," said the girl, shud
dering, " but I have such a fear and dread upon me to night that
I can
" Ahardly
fear ofstand."
what?" asked the gentleman, who seemed to pity
her.
" I scarcely know of what," replied the girl. " I wish I did.
Horrible thoughts of death, and shrouds with blood upon them,
and a fear that has made me burn as if I was on fire, have been
upon me all day. I was reading a book to-night to wile the
time
" Imagination,"
No
away,
imagination,"
and thesaid
same
replied
thethings
gentleman,
thecame
girl in
into
soothing
a hoarse
the print."
her.
voice. "I'll
swear I saw ' coffin' written in every page of the book in large
black letters,—ay, and they carried one close to me in the streets
to-night."
"There is nothing unusual: in that," said the gentleman.
" They have passed me often/'- ;.'..,'..
There
" Realwas
ones"
something
rejoinedsotheuncommon
girt. ,1" This
in her
wasmanner
not." that the
flesh of the concealed listener crept as he heard the girl utter
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these words, and the blood chilled within him. "He had never
experienced a greater relief than hearing the sweel voice of the
young lady as she begged her to be calm, and not allow herself
to "become
Speak to
theher
prey
kindly,"
of suchsaid
fearful
the young
fancies.lady to her companion.
" Poor
" Your
creature
haughty
! She
religious
seemspeople
to need
would
it." have held their heads
up to see me as I am to-night, and preached of flames and
vengeance," cried the girl. " Oh, dear lady, why ar'n't those
who claim to be God's own folks as gentle and as kind to us
poor wretches as you, who, having youth and beauty and all
that they have lost, might be a little proud instead of so much
humbler!"
"Ah!" said the gentleman, "a Turk turns his face, after
washing it well, to the East when he says his prayers; these
good people, after giving their faces such a rub with the "World
as takes the smiles off, turn with no less regularity to the darkest
side of Heaven. Between the Mussulman and the Pharisee,
commend
These words
me to appeared
the first." to be addressed to the young lady,
and were perhaps uttered with the view of affording Nancy time
to recover herself. The gentleman shortly afterwards addressed
himself
" By
IYou
couldn't
whom?"
towere
her. come,"
not herereplied
last Sunday
Nancy;night,"
" I was
he kept
said.by force."

" You
Bill—Him
were not
thatsuspected
I told theofyoung
holding
lady
anyofcommunication
before."
with
anybody on the subject which has brought us here to-night, I
hope?" asked the old gentleman anxiously.
"No," replied the girl, shaking her head. "It's not very
easy for me to leave him unless he knows why ; I couldn't have
seen the lady when I did, but that I gave him a drink of lauda
num
" Did
before
he Iawake
came before
away."you returned?" inquired the gentle
man.
" No
Good,"
I am; and
This
young
ready,"
said
neither
lady,"
the
replied
gentleman.
he the
nor
thegentleman
any
girl,ofas
"them
Now
he began,
paused
suspect
listen "for
tome."
has
me."
a moment.
communi

cated to me and some other friends who can be safely trusted,
what you told her nearly a fortnight since. I confess to you that
I had doubts at first whether you were to be implicitly relied
upon,
" I am,"
repeat
but now
said
that
I the
firmly
I firmly
girl believe
earnestly.
believe
youit.are."
To prove to you that I am
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disposed to trust you, I tell you without reserve, that we propose
to extort the secret, whatever it may be, from the fears of this
man Monks. Rut if—if—" said the gentleman, " he cannot be
secured, or, if secured, cannot be acted upon as we wish, you
must deliver up the Jew."
" That
IFagin!"
willman
notcried
do
must
it—
the
beI will
delivered
girl,never
recoiling.
up
doby
it,"you,"
replied
saidthethegirl.
gentleman.
" Devil
that he is, and worse than devil as he has been to me, I will
never
" You
do will
that."
not?" said the gentleman, who seemed fully pre
pared
""Tell
Never!"
For
forone
me
thiswhy?"
reason,"
returned
answer. rejoined
the girl. the girl firmly, " for one reason,

that the lady knows and will stand by me in, I know she will,
for I have her promise ; and for this other reason besides, that,
bad life as he has led, I have led a bad life too ; there are many
of us who have kept the same courses together, and I'll not turn
upon them, who might—any of them—have turned upon me,
but"Then,"
didn't, bad
saidasthe
theygentleman
are."
quickly, as if this had been the
point he had been aiming to attain—"put Monks into my hands,
and leave him to me to deal with."
" What if he turns against the others ? "
"I promise you that in that case, if the truth is forced from
him, there the matter will rest; there must be circumstances in
Oliver's little history which it would be painful to drag before
the public eye, and if the truth is once elicited, they shall go
scot
""Then,"
And
free."if it pursued
is not? " the
suggested
gentleman,
the girl.
"this Jew shall not be
brought to justice without your consent. In such a case I could
show
"Monks
""Have
You
youhave,"
Ireasons,
would
the lady's
replied
never
I think,
promise
Rose.
learn
which
for
how
" My
would
that
you
true
? "induce
knew
asked
and faithful
what
the
you girl
toyou
pledge."
yield
eagerly.
do?"
it."

said the girl, after a short pause.
" Never," replied;the gentleman. "The intelligence should be
so "brought
I have been
to bear
a liar,
uponand
him,
among
that liars
he could
from never
a littleeven
child,"
guess."
said
the girl after another interval of silence, "but I will take your
words."
After receiving an assurance from both that she might safely
do so, she proceeded in a voice so low that it was often difficult
for the listener to. discover even the purport of what she said,
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to describe by name and situation the public-house whence she
had been followed that night. From the manner in which she
occasionally paused, it appeared as if the gentleman were
making some hasty notes of the information she communicated.
"When she had thoroughly explained the localities of the place,
the best position from which to watch it without exciting ob
servation, and the night and hour on which Monks was most in
the habit of frequenting it, she seemed to consider a few mo
ments for the purpose of recalling his features and appearance
more
"Heforcibly
is tall,"
to said
her recollection.
the girl, "and a strongly made man, but
not stout ; he has a lurking walk, and as he walks, constantly
looks over his shoulder, first on one side and then on the other.
Don't forget that, for his eyes are sunk in his head so much
deeper than any other man's that you might almost tell him by
that alone. His face is dark, like his hair and eyes, but, although
he can't be more than six or eight and twenty, withered and
haggard. His lips are often discoloured and disfigured with the
marks of teeth, for he has desperate fits, and sometimes even
bites his hands and covers them with wounds—why did you
start?"
The gentleman
said the girl,
replied
stopping
in a hurried
suddenly.manner that he was not
conscious of having done so, and begged her to proceed.
"Part of this," said the girl, "I've drawn out from other
people at the house I tell you of, for I have only seen him twice,
and both times he was covered up in a large cloak. I think that's
all I can give you to know him by. Stay though," she added.
" Upon his throat, so high that you can see a part of it below his
neckerchief
" A broad when
red mark,
he turns
like ahis
burn
face,
or scald,"
there is cried"the gentleman.
The
"How's
young
this!"
lady said
uttered
the agirl.
cry of"You
extreme
knowsurprise,
him!" and for a
few moments they were so still that the listener could distinctly
hear them breathe.
*
"I think I do," said the gentleman, breaking silence. "I
should by your description. We shall see. Many people are
singularly
As he expressed
like each other,
himself
though,—it
to this effect
may with
not beassumed
the same."
care
lessness, he took a step or two nearer the concealed spy, as the
latter could tell from the distinctness with which he heard him
mutter,
" Now,"
"Ithemust
said,bereturning,
he!"
so it seemed by the sound, to the
spot where he had stood before, "you have given us most va
luable assistance, young woman, and I wish you to be the better
for"it.Nothing,"
Wliat can
replied
I do Nancy.
to serve ,you? "
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"You will not persist in saying that," rejoined the gentle
man with a voice and emphasis of kindness that might have
touched a much harder and more obdurate heart. " Think now.
Tell
"Nothing,
me."
sir," rejoined the girl, weeping, "You can do
nothing
" You toput
help
yourself
me. I beyond
am past all
its hope,
pale,"indeed."
said the gentleman ;
" the past has been a dreary waste with you, of youthful energies
mis-spent, and such priceless treasures lavished as the Creator
bestows but once and never grants again, but for the future you
may hope. I do not say that it is in our power to offer you peace
of heart and mind, for that must come as you seek it; but a
quiet asylum, either in England, or, if you fear to remain here,
in some foreign country, it is not only within the compass of
our ability but our most anxious wish to secure to you. Before
the dawn of morning, before this river wakes to the first glimpse
of daylight, you shall be placed as entirely beyond the reach
of your former associates, and leave as utter an absence of all
traces behind you, as if you were to disappear from the earth
this moment. Come. I would not have you go back to ex
change one word with any old companion, or take one look
at any old haunt, or breathe the very air which is pestilence and
death
" She
to you.
will be
Quit
persuaded
them all, now,"
while there
criedisthe
timeyoung
and opportunity."
lady. "She
hesitates, I am sure.
" No
I fear,
sir,not,
I domy
not,"
dear,"
replied
saidthe
thegirl
gentleman.
after a short struggle. " I
am chained to my old life. I loathe and hate it now, but I cannot
leave it. I must have gone too far to turn back,—and yet I
don't know, for if you had spoken to me so some time ago, I
should have laughed it off. But," she said, looking hastily
round,
" Home
" this
!" repeated
fear comes
the over
young
melady,
again.
withIgreat
muststress
go home."
upon the
word.
" Home, lady," rejoined the girl.

" To such a home as I

have raised for myself with the work of my whole life. Let us
part. I shall be watched or seen. Go, go. If I have done
you any service, all I ask is, that you leave me, and let me go
my" way
It is alone."
useless," said the gentleman with a sigh. " We com
promise her safety perhaps by staying here. We may have
detained
" What,"
Yes, her
yes,"longer
cried
urged
the
than
theyoung
girl.
she expected
lady,
" You have."
"already."
can be the end of this
poor creature's life ?"
^
" What !" repeated the girl. £ Look before you, lady. Look
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at that dark water. How many times do you read of such as we
who spring into the tide, and leave no living thing to care for or
bewail them. It may be years hence, or it may be only months,
but"IIt
Do
shall
will
notcome
speak
nevertothus,
reach
that pray,"
atyour
last."
returned
ears, dear
thelady,
youngand
lady,
God
sobbing.
forbid
such horrors should!"—replied the girl. "Good night, good
night."
The
" This
gentleman
purse," cried
turnedtheaway.
young lady. " Take it for my sake,
that you may have someresource in an hour of need and trouble."
" No, no," replied the girl. " I have not done this for money.
Let me have that to think of. And yet—give me something that
you have worn : I should like to have something—no, no, not a
ring—your gloves or handkerchief—anything that I can keep as
having belonged to you, sweet lady. There. Bless you—God
biess
Theyou.
violent
Good
agitation
night, good
of thenight."
girl, and the apprehension of
some discovery which would subject her to ill-usage and vio
lence, seemed to determine the gentleman to leave her as she
requested. The sound of retreating footsteps were audible, and
theThe
voices
twoceased.
figures of the young lady and her companion soon
afterwards appeared upon the bridge. They stopped at the
summit of the stairs.
" Hark !" cried the young lady, listening. " Did she call ! I
thought
" No, Imy
heard
love,"
her replied
voice." Mr. Brownlow, looking sadly back.
" She
Rosehas
Maylie
not moved,
lingered,
andbut
willthe
notold
till gentleman
we are gone."
drew her arm
through his, and led her with gentle force away. As they disap
peared, the girl sunk down nearly at her full length upon one
of the stone stairs, and vented the anguish of her heart in bitter
tears.
After a time she rose, and with feeble and tottering steps
ascended to the street. The astonished listener remained motion
less on his post for some minutes afterwards, and having ascer
tained with many cautious glances round him that he was again
alone, crept slowly from his hiding-place, and returned, stealthily
and in the shade of the wall, in the same manner as he had
descended.
Peeping out more than once when he readied the top, to make
sure that he was unobserved, Noah Claypole darted away at his
utmost speed, and made for the Jew's house as fast as his legs
would carry him.
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CHAPTER
FATAL CONSEQUENCES.
XLV.

It w,as nearly two hours before daybreak—that time which in
the auiumn of the year may be truly called the dead of night,
when the streets are silent and deserted, when even sound
appears to slumber, and profligacy and riot have staggered home
to dream—it was at this still and silent hour that the Jew sat
watching in his old lair, with face so distorted and pale, and eyes
so red and bloodshot, that he looked less like a man than like
some hideous phantom, moist from the grave, and worried by an
evilHespirit.
sat crouching over a cold hearth, wrapped in an old torn
coverlet, with his face turned towards a wasting candle that
stood upon a table by his side. His right hand was raised to his
lips, and as, absorbed in thought, he bit his long black nails, he
disclosed among his toothless gums a few such fangs as should
have
Stretched
been a upon
dog's aormattrass
rat's. on the floor lay Noah Claypole fast
asleep. Towards him the old man sometimes directed his eyes
for an instant, then brought them back again to the candle,
which, with long-burnt wick drooping almost double, and hot
grease falling down in clots upon the table, plainly showed that
hisIndeed
thoughts
theywere
were.
busyMortification
elsewhere. at the overthrow of his no
table scheme, hatred of the girl who had dared to palter with
strangers, an utter distrust of the sincerity of her refusal to yield
him up, bitter disappointment at the loss of his revenge on Sikes,
the fear of detection and ruin and death, and a fierce and deadly
rage kindled by all,—these were the passionate considerations
that following close upon each other with rapid and ceaseless
whirl shot through the brain of Fagin, as every evil thought
andHeblackest
sat without
purpose
changing
lay working
his attitude
at his heart.
in the least, or appear
ing to take the smallest heed of time, until his quick ear seemed
to be attracted by a footstep in the street.
"At last,'' muttered the Jew, wiping his dry and fevered
mouth.
The bell
"Atrang
last."
gently as he spoke. He crept up stairs to the
door, and presently returned accompanied by a man muffled to
the chin, who carried a bundle under one arm. Sitting down
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and throwing back his outer coat, the man displayed the burly
frame of Sikes.
"There," he said, laying the bundle on the table. "Take
care of that, and do the most you can with it. It's been trou
ble enough to get ; I thought I should have been here three
hours
Fagin
ago."
laid his hand upon the bundle, and locking it in the
cupboard, sat down again without speaking. But he did not take
his eyes off the robber for an instant during this action, and
now that they sat over against each other face to face, he looked
fixedly at him, with his lips quivering so violently, and his face
so altered by the emotions which had mastered him, that the
housebreaker involuntarily drew back his chair, and surveyed
him with a look of real affright.
" Wot now?" cried Sikes. " Wot do you look at a man so
for 1—Speak, will you ?"
The Jew raised his right hand, and shook his trembling fore
finger in the air, but his passion was so great, that the power of
speech
"Damme!"
was for the
saidmoment
Sikes, feeling
gone. in his breast with a look of
alarm.
you're
" No,not
" no,"
Hethe
's rejoined
gone
person,
mad.
Fagin,
Bill.
I must
I've
finding
look
no —
to
hisno
myself
voice.
faulthere."
"to It's
findnot
with
—

you."
" Oh, you haven't, haven't you?" said Sikes, looking sternly
at him, and ostentatiously passing a pistol into a more conve
nient pocket. " That 's lucky—for one of us. Which one that
is, "I've
don't matter."
got that to tell you, Bill," said the Jew, drawing his
chair
" Aye?"
nearer,returned
" will make
the robber
you worse
withthan
an incredulous
me."
air. "Tell
away.
" Lost
Look
!" cried
sharp,Fagin.
or Nance
"Shewill
hasthink
pretty
I'mwell
lost."
settled that in
herSikes
ownlooked
mind already."
with an aspect of great perplexity into the Jew's
face, and reading no satisfactory explanation of the riddle there,
clenched
"Speak,
hiswill
coatyou!"
collarhe
in his
said;
huge
"or
hand,
if you
anddon't,
shookithim
shall
soundly.
be for
want of breath. Open your mouth and say wot you've got to
say in plain words. Out with it, you thundering old cur, out
with
Sikes
" Suppose
it."turned
that
round
lad that
to where
's lyingNoah
there was sleeping
" Fagin began.
as if he had
not previously observed him. "Well," he said, resuming his
former
" Suppose
position.
that lad," pursued the Jew, "was to peach—blow
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upon us all—first seeking out the right folks for the purpose, and
then having a meeting with 'em in the street to paint our like
nesses, describe every mark that they might know us by, and
the crib where we might be most easily taken. Suppose he was
to do all this, and besides to blow upon a plant we've all been
in, more or less - of his own fancy ; not grabbed, trapped, tried,
earwigged
—but
of hisbyown
the fancy
parson; to
andplease
brought
his own
to it taste
on bread
; stealing
and water,
out at
nights to find those most interested against us, and peaching to
them. Do you hear me?" cried the Jew, his eyes flashing with
rage. "Suppose he did all this, what then?"
" What then !" replied Sikes with a tremendous oath. " If
he was left alive till I came, I'd grind his skull under the iron
heel of my boot into as many grains as there are hairs upon his
head."
" What if / did it !" cried the Jew almost in a yell. " /, that
know
" I don't
so much,
know,"
and replied
could hang
Sikes,
so clenching
many besides
his teeth
myself
and
!" turn
ing white at the mere suggestion. " I'd do something in the jail
that'ud get me put in irons ; and if I was tried along with you,
I'd fall upon you with them in the open court, and beat your
brains out afore the people. I should have such strength," mut
tered the robber, poising his brawny arm, " that I could smash
your
" You
If
Would
I head
don't
it was
would."
asIcare
Charley,
if!"asaid
loaded
who,"
theorreplied
waggon
housebreaker.
the Dodger,
Sikes
had gone
impatiently.
or Bet,
" over
Tryorme."
it.""Whoever
"
it

was,
Fagin
I'd serve
again them
looked
thehard
same."
at the robber, and motioning him to
be silent, stooped over the bed upon the floor, and shook the
sleeper to rouse him. Sikes leant forward in his chair, looking
on with his hands upon his knees as if. wondering much what
all "this
Bolter,
questioning
Bolter. and
Poorpreparation
lad!" saidwas
Fagin,
to end
looking
in. up with an
expression of devilish anticipation, and speaking slowly and with
marked emphasis. " He's tired—fired with watching for her
so The
"long,—watching
Wot
Jewd'ye
made
mean?"
no for
answer,
asked
her, Sikes,
but
Bill."
bending
drawing
over
back.
the sleeper again,

hauled him into a sitting posture. When his assumed name had
been repeated several times, Noah rubbed his eyes, and giving
a heavy
" Tellyawn
me that
looked
again—once
sleepily about
again,him.
just for him to hear," said
the Jew, pointing to Sikes as he spoke.
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"Tell yer what?" asked the sleepy Noah, shaking himself
pettishly.
" That about—Nancy," said the Jew, clutching Sikes by the
wrist, as if to prevent his leaving the house before he had heard
enough.
"To
"Yes."
" Yes."
London
" You followed
Bridge?"her ?"

" Where
A
Sogentleman,
she she
did."met
andtwo
a lady
people?"
that she had gone to of her own ac
cord before, who asked her to give up all her pals, and Monks
first, which she did—and to describe him, which she did—and
to tell her what house it was that we meet at and go to, which
she did— and where it could be best watched from, which she
did—and what time the people went there, which she did. She
did all this. She told it all every word without a threat, without
a murmur—she did—didn't she?" cried the Jew, half mad with
fury.
"All right," replied Noah, scratching his head. " That's just
what
"What
it was!"
did they say about last Sunday ?" demanded the Jew.
" About last Sunday!" replied Noah, considering. " Why, I
told
" Again.
yer thatTell
before."
it again !" cried Fagin, tightening his grasp on
Sikes, and brandishing his other hand aloft as the foam flew
from
" They
his lips,
asked her," said Noah, who as he grew more wakeful,
seemed to have a dawning perception who Sikes was, "they
asked her why she didn't come last Sunday as she promised.
She said she couldn't—"
"Why—why?" interrupted the Jew triumphantly. " Tell him
that."
"Because she was forcibly kept at home by Bill, the man sh&
had" told
What
them
more
of of
before,"
him?"replied
cried the
Noah.
Jew. " What more of the
man
"Why,
she had
thattold
shethem
couldn't
of before
very? easily
Tell him
get that,
out oftelldoors
him unless
that."
he knew where she was going to," said Noah ; "and so the first
time she went to see the lady, she—ha! ha! ha! it made me
laugh when she said it, that it did—she gave him a drink of
laudanum."
"Hell's fire!" cried Sikes, breaking fiercely from the Jew.
"Let
Flinging
me go!"
the old man from him, he rushed from the room, and
darted wildly and furiously up the stairs.
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"Bill, Bill!" cried the Jew, following him hastily. "A word.
Only
Thea word
word."
would not have been exchanged, but that the house
breaker was unable to open the door, on which he was expend
ing" fruitless
Let me oaths
out," and
saidviolence
Sikes. when
" Don't
thespeak
Jew came
to me—it's
panting up.
not
safe. Let me out, I say."
" Hear me speak a word," rejoined the Jew, laying his hand
upon the lock, "You won't be
"
" You
Well,"
won't
replied
be—too—violent,
the other.
Bill?" whined the Jew.
The day was breaking, and there was light enough for the
men to see each other's faces. They exchanged one brief glance;
there
"I was
mean,"
a fire
said
in the
Fagin,
eyesshowing
of both which
that hecould
felt not
all disguise
be mistaken.
was
now useless, "not too violent for safety. Be crafty, Bill, and
notSikes
too bold."
made no reply, but, pulling open the door of which the
JewWithout
had turned
one pause
the lock,
or moment's
dashed intoconsideration,
the silent streets.
without once
turning his head to the right or left or raising his eyes to the sky
or lowering them to the ground but looking straight before him
with savage resolution, his teeth so tightly compressed that the
strained jaw seemed starting through his skin, the robber held
on his headlong course, nor muttered a word, nor relaxed a
muscle, until he reached his own door. He opened it softly
with a key, strode lightly up the stairs, and entering his own
room, double-locked the door, and lifting a heavy table against
it, The
drewgirl
back
was
thelying
curtain
half-dressed
of the bed.upon it. He had roused her
from her sleep, for she raised herself with a hurried and startled
look.
"Get up," said the man.
"It is you, Bill ! " said the girl, with an expression of pleasure
at "There
hisIt return.
is,"was
wasathe.reply.
candle burning,
" Get up."
but the man hastily drew it
from the candlestick and hurled it under the grate. Seeing the
faint light of early day without, the girl rose to undraw the
curtain.
"Let it be," said Sikes, thrusting his band before her.
" There's
" Bill," light
said the
enough
girl, in
forthe
wot
low
I've
voice
got of
to alarm,
do." " why do you
look like that at me?"
The robber sat regarding her for a few seconds with dilated
nostrils and heaving breast, and then grasping her by the head
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and throat dragged her into the middle of the room, and looking
once
" Bill,
towards
Bill—"
thegasped
door, placed
the girl,
hiswrestling
heavy hand
withupon
the strength
her mouth.
of
—speak
mortal fear,—"I—
to me—tell Ime
won't
whatscream
I haveordone."
cry— not once—hear me
"You know, you she devil! " returned the robber, suppressing
his breath. " You were watched to-night ; every word you said
was"Then
heard."
spare my life for the love of Heaven as I spared
yours," rejoined the girl, clinging to him. " Bill, dear Bill, you
cannot have the heart to kill me. Oh ! think of all I have given
up only this one night for you. You shall have time to think,
and save yourself this crime ; I will not loose my hold, you can
not throw me off. Bill, Bill, for dear God's sake, for your own,
for mine, stop before you spill my blood. I have been true to
you, upon my guilty soul I have."
The man struggled violently to release his arms, but those of
the girl were clasped round his, and tear her as he would he
could
" Bill,"
not cried
tear them
the girl,
away.
striving to lay her head upon his breast,
" the gentleman and that dear lady told me to-night of a home
in some foreign country where I could end my days in solitude
and peace. Let me see them again, and beg them on my knees
to show the same mercy and goodness to you, and let us
both leave this dreadful place, and far apart lead better lives,
and forget how we have lived except in prayers, and never
see each other more. It is never loo late to repent. They told
me so—I feel it now—but we must have time—a little, little
time!"
The housebreaker freed one arm, and grasped his pistol. The
certainty of immediate detection if he fired flashed across his
mind even in the midst of his fury, and he beat it twice with all
the force he could summon, upon the upturned face that almost
touched
She staggered
his own. and fell, nearly blinded with the blood that
rained down from a deep gash in her forehead, but raising
herself with difficulty on her knees drew from her bosom a
white handkerchief—Rose Maylie's own— and holding it up in
her folded hands as high towards Heaven as her feeble strength
would
It was
letaher,
ghastly
breathed
figureone
to look
prayer
upon.
for The
mercy
murderer
to her Maker.
staggering
backward to the wall, and shutting out the sight with his hand,
seized a heavy club and struck her down.
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CHAPTER
THE FLIGHT OF SIKKS.
XLVI.

Of all bad deeds that under cover of the darkness had been
committed within wide London's bounds since night hung over
it, that was the worst. Of all the horrors that rose wjth an ill
scent upon the morning air, that was the foulest and most cruel.
The sun,—the bright sun, that brings back not light alone,
but new life and hope and freshness to man — burst upon the
crouded city in clear and radiant glory. Through costly-co
loured glass and paper-mended window, through cathedral
dome and rotten crevice, it shed its equal ray. It lighted up the
room where the murdered woman lay. It did. He tried to shut
it out, but it would stream in. If the sight had been a ghastly
one in the dull morning, what was it now in all that brilliant
light!
He had not moved : he had been afraid to stir. There had
been a moan and motion of the hand ; and with terror added to
hate he had struck and struck again. Once he threw a rug over
it; but it was worse to fancy the eyes, and imagine them
moving towards him, than to see them glaring upwards as if
watching the reflection of the pool of gore that quivered and
danced in the sunlight on the ceiling. He had plucked it off
again. And there was the body—mere flesh and blood, no
more—but
He strucksuch
a light,
flesh,kindled
and such
a fire,
blood
and! thrust the club into it.
There was human hair upon the end which blazed and shrunk
into a light cinder, and, caught by the air, whirled up the
chimney. Even that frightened him, sturdy as he was, but he
held the weapon till it broke, and then piled it on the coals to
burn away, and smoulder into ashes. He washed himself and
rubbed his clothes ; there were spots that would not be removed,
but he cut the pieces out, and burnt them. How those stains
were dispersed about the room ! The very feet of the dog were
bloody.
All this time he had never once turned his back upon the
corpse ; no, not for a moment. Such preparations completed,
he moved backwards towards the door, dragging the dog with
him, lest he should carry out new evidences of the crime into
the streets. He shut the door softly, locked it, took the key, and
left the house.
He crossed over, and glanced up at the window, to be sure
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that nothing was visible from the outside. There was the curtain
still drawn, which she would have opened to admit the light she
never saw again. It lay nearly under there. He knew that.
God,
Thehow
glance
the sun
waspoured
instantaneous.
down uponIt the
wasvery
a relief
spot!to have got
free of the room. He whistled on the dog, and walked rapidly
away.
He went through Islington ; strode up the hill at Highgate on
which stands the stone in honour of Whittington ; turned down
to Highgate Hill, unsteady of purpose, and uncertain where to
go ; struck off to the right again almost as soon as he began to
descend it, and taking the foot path across the fields, skirted
Caen Wood, and so came out on Hampstead Heath. Traversing
the hollow by the Vale of Health, he mounted the opposite bank,
and crossing the road which joins the villages of Hampstead and
Highgate, made along the remaining portion of the heath to the
fields at North End, in one of which he laid himself down under
a hedge
Soon he
andwas
slept.
up again, and away,—not far into the country,
but back
then
overtowards
anotherLondon
part ofbythethesame
high-road—then
ground as heback
had again—
already
traversed—then wandering up and down in fields and lying on
ditches' brinks to rest, and starting up to make for some other
spot
Where
and do
could
the same,
he go and
to, that
ramble
wasonnear
again.
and not too public, to
get some meat and drink? Hendon. That was a good place,
not far off, and out of most people's way. Thither he directed
his steps,—running sometimes, and sometimes, with a strange
perversity, loitering at a snail's pace, or stopping altogether and
idly breaking the hedges with his stick. But when he got there,
all the people he met— the very children at the doors—seemed
to view him with suspicion. Back he turned again, without the
courage to purchase bit or drop, though he had tasted no food
for many hours ; and once more he lingered on the Heath , un
certain
He wandered
where to over
go. miles and miles of ground and still came
back to the old place ; morning and noon had passed, and the
day was on the wane, and still he rambled to and fro, and up and
down, and round and round, and still lingered about the same
spot.
It was
At nine
last heo'clock
got away,
at night
and when
shapedthe
his man
course
quite
for Hatfield.
tired out,
and the dog limping and lame from the unaccustomed exercise,
turned down the hill by the church of the quiet village, and
plodding along the little street crept into a small public-house,
whose scanty light had guided them to the spot. There was a
Ore in the tap-room, and some country-labourers were drinking
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before it. They made room for the stranger, but he sat down
in the furthest corner, and ate and drank alone, or rather with
hisThe
dog,conversation
to whom he of
cast
thea men
morsel
assembled
of food from
here time
turned
to time.
upon the
neighbouring land and farmers , and when those topics were
exhausted, upon the age of some old man who had been buried
on the previous Sunday ; the young men present considering
him very old, and the old men present declaring him to have
been quite young—not older, one white-haired grandfather said,
than he was—with ten or fifteen year of life in him at least—if
heThere
had taken
was nothing
care ; if he
to attract
had taken
attention
care. or excite alarm in this.
The robber, after paying his reckoning, sat silent and unnoticed
in his corner, and had almost dropped asleep, when he was half
wakened
This was
by the
an noisy
antic entrance
fellow, half
of apedlar
new-comer.
and half mountebank,
who travelled about the country on foot to vend hones, strops,
razors, washballs, harness-paste, medicines for dogs and horses,
cheap perfumery, cosmetics, and such-like wares , which he
carried in a case slung to his back. His entrance was the signal
for various homely jokes with the countrymen, which slackened
not until he had made his supper, and opened his box of
treasures, when he ingeniously contrived to unite businesss
with
" And
amusement.
what be that
' stoof—good to eat, Harry?" asked a grin
ning countryman, pointing to some composition-cakes in one
corner.
" This," said the fellow, producing one, " this is the infallible
and invaluable composition for removing all sorts of stain, rust,
dirt, mildew, spick, speck, spot, or spatter, from silk, satin,
linen, cambric,
bazeen,
or woollen
cloth,
stuff.
crape,
Wine
stuff,stains,
carpet,fruit
merino,
stains,muslin,
beer stains,
bomwater stains, paint stains, pitch stains, any stains—all. come out
at one rub with the infallible and invaluable composition. If a
lady stains her honour, she has only need to swallow one cake
and she's cured at once—for it's poison. If a gentleman wants
to prove his, he has only need to bolt one little square, and he
has put it beyond question—for it's quite as satisfactory as a
pistol-bullet, and a great deal nastier in the flavour, consequently
the more credit in taking it. One penny a square. With all
these
There
virtues,
wereone
twopenny
buyers
a square."
directly, and more of the listeners
plainly hesitated. The vender observing this, increased in
loquacity.
"It's all bought up as fast as it can be made," said the fellow.
" There are fourteen water-mills, six steam-engines, and a gal
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vanic battery always a working upon it, and they can't make it
fast enough, though the men work so hard that they die off,
and the widows is pensioned directly with twenty pound a-year
for each of the children, and a premium of fifty for twins. One
penny a-square—two halfpence is all the same, and four far
things is received with joy. One penny a-square. Wine-stains,
fruit-stains, beer-stains, water-stains, paint-stains, pitch-stains,
mud-stains, blood-stains—here is a stain upon the hat of a
gentleman in company that I'll take clean out before he can
order
" Hah
me !"a cried
pint ofSikes
ale."starting up. " Give that back."
"I'll take it clean out, sir," replied the man, winking to the
company, " before you can come across the room to get it.
Gentlemen all, observe the dark stain upon this gentleman's hat,
no wider than a shilling, but thicker than a half-crown. Whe
ther itpitch-stain,
stain,
is a wine-stain,
mud-stain,
fruit-stain,
or blood-stain—"
beer-stain, water-stain, paintThe man got no farther, for Sikes with a hideous imprecation
overthrew the table, and tearing the hat from him, burst out of
theWith
bouse.
the same perversity of feeling and irresolution that had
fastened upon him, despite himself, all day, the murderer, find
ing that he was not followed, and that they most probably con
sidered him some drunken sullen fellow, turned back up the
town, and getting out of the glare of the lamps of a stage-coach
that was standing in the street, was walking past, when he re
cognised the mail from London, and saw that it was standing
at the little post-office. He almost knew what was to come, but
he
bag.
The
crossed
Aguard
man
over
dressed
was
andstanding
listened.
like a atgamekeeper
the door waiting
came up
for atthethelettermo
ment, and he handed him a basket which lay ready on the pave
ment.
" That 's for your people," said the guard. "Now, look alive
in there, will you."
" Damn that 'ere bag, it warn't ready night afore last : this
won't
" Anything
do, you know."
new up in town, Ben?" asked the gamekeeper,
drawing back to the window-shutters, the better to admire the
horses.
"No, nothing that I knows on," replied the man, pulling on
his gloves. " Corn 's up a little. I heerd talk of a murder, too,
down
"Oh,
Spitalfields
that's quite
way,true,"
but I said
don'ta reckon
gentleman
muchinside,
upon it."
who was
looking out of the window. " And a very dreadful murder it
was."
21

322

OLIVER TWIST.

" Was it, sir ?" rejoined the guard, touching his hat. " Man
or "woman,
Now,
A woman,"
Ben,"
pray,replied
cried
sir?"the
thecoachman
gentleman.
impatiently.
" It is supposed
"
"Damn that 'ere bag," said the guard; "are you gone to
sleep in there?"
"Coming," cried
growled
the the
office-keeper,
guard. "Ah,
running
and out.
so 's the young
'ooman of property that 's going to take a fancy to me, but I don't
know
Thewhen.
horn sounded
Here, give
a few
hold.cheerful
All ri—ight
notes, ! and
" the coach was
gone.
Sikes remained standing in the street, apparently unmoved by
what he had just heard, and agitated by no stronger feeling than
a doubt where to go. At length he went back again, and took
theHeroad
went
which
on doggedly;
leads frombut
Hatfield
as hetoleft
St. the
Albans.
town behind him,
and plunged further and further into the solitude and dark
ness of the road, he felt a dread and awe creeping upon him
which shook him to the core. Every object before him, sub
stance or shadow, still or moving, took the semblance of some
fearful thing ; but these fears where nothing compared to the
sense that haunted him of that morning's ghastly figure follow
ing at his heels. He could trace its shadow in the gloom, sup
ply the smallest item of the outline, and note how stiff and so
lemn it seemed to stalk along. He could hear its garments
rustling in the leaves, and every breath of wind came laden
with that last low cry. If he stopped, it did the same. If he
ran, it followed^—not running too, that would have been a re
lief, but like a corpse endowed with the mere machinery of
life, and borne upon one slow melancholy wind that never rose
or At
fell.times he turned with desperate determination, resolved to
beat this phantom off, though it should look him dead; but the
hair rose from his head, and his blood stood still ; for it had
turned with him and was behind him then. He had kept it be
fore him that morning, but it was behind him now—always. He
leant his back against a bank, and felt that it stood above him,
visibly out against the cold night-sky. He threw himself upon
the road—on his back upon the road. At his head it stood,
silent, erect, and still—a living grave-stone with its epitaph in
blood.
Let no man talk of murderers escaping justice, and hint that
Providence must sleep. There were twenty score of violent
deaths
There
in one
was long
a shed
minute
in aoffield
thatheagony
passed
of fear.
that offered shelter
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for the night. Before the door were three tall poplar trees,
which made it very dark within, and the wind moaned through
them with a dismal wail. He could not walk on till daylight
came
to For
undergo
again,
nownew
aand
vision
torture.
here came
he stretched
before him,
himself
as close
constant
(f
to the
andwall
more
—

terrible than that from which he had escaped. Those widely
staring eyes, so lustreless and so glassy, that he had better
borne to see than think upon, appeared in the midst of the
darkness; light in themselves, but giving light to nothing.
There
the sight,
werethere
but came
two, but
the they
roomwere
witheverywhere.
every well-known
If he object
shut out
some, indeed, that he would have forgotten if he had gone over
its contents from memory -each in its accustomed place. The
body was in its place, and its eyes were as he saw them when
he stole away. He got up and rushed into the field without.
The figure was behind him. He re-entered the shed and shrunk
down once more. The eyes were there before he had lain
himself
And along.
here he remained in such terror as none but he can
know, trembling in every limb, and the cold sweat starting
from
wind every
the noise
pore,ofwhen
distant
suddenly
shouting,
thereand
arose
theupon
roar the
of voices
nightmingled in alarm and wonder. Any sound of men in that lonely
place, even though it conveyed a real cause of alarm, was some
thing to him. He regained his strength and energy at the
prospect of personal danger, and springing to his feet rushed
into
The
thebroad
open air.
sky seemed on fire. Rising Into the air with
showers of sparks, and rolling one above the other, were sheets
of flame, lighting the atmosphere for miles round, and driving
clouds of smoke in the direction where he stood. The shouts
grew louder as new voices swelled the roar, and he could hear
the cry of Fire mingled with the ringing of an alarm-bell,
the fall of heavy bodies, and the crackling of flames as they
twined round some new obstacle, and shot aloft as though
refreshed by food. The noise increased as he looked. There
were people there — men and women — light, bustle. It was
—
likedashing
new lifethrough
to him. brier
He darted
and brake
onwardand
— straight,
leaping gate
headlong
and
fence as madly as the dog who careered with loud and sounding
bark
Hebefore
came him.
upon the spot. There were half-dressed figures
tearing to and fro, some endeavouring to drag the frightened
horses from the stables, others driving the cattle from the yard
and out-houses, and others coming laden from the burning pile
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amidst a shower of falling sparks, and the tumbling down
of red-hot beams. The apertures, where doors and windows
stood an hour ago, disclosed a mass of raging Ore; walls rocked
and crumbled into the burning well ; the molten lead and iron
poured do\fn, white hot, upon the ground. Women and
children shrieked, and men encouraged each other with noisy
shouts and cheers. The clanking of the engine-pumps and the
spirting and hissing of the water as it fell upon the blazing wood
added to the tremendous roar. He shouted, too, till he was
hoarse ; and flying from memory and himself plunged into the
thickest
Hitherofand
the thither
throng. he dived that night—now working at the
pumps, and now hurrying through the smoke and flame,
but never ceasing to engage himself wherever noise and men
were thickest. Up and down the ladders, upon the roofs
of buildings, over floors that quaked and trembled with his
weight, under the lee of falling bricks and stones,—in every
part of that great fire was he, but he bore a charmed life, and
had neither scratch nor bruise, nor weariness nor thought, till
morning dawned again and only smoke and blackened ruins
remained.
This mad excitement over, there returned with tenfold force
the dreadful consiousness of his crime. He looked suspiciously
about him, for the men were conversing in groups, and he
feared to be the subject of their talk. The dog obeyed the sig
nificant beck of his finger, and they drew off stealthily together.
He passed near an engine where some men were seated, and
they called to him to share in their refreshment. He took some
bread and meat; and as he drank a draught of beer, heard
the firemen, who were from London, talking about the murder.
" He has gone to Birmingham, they say," said one : " but they'll
have him yet, for the scouts are out, and by to-morrow night
there'll
He hurried
be a cryoff
alland
through
walked
thetill
country."
he almost dropped upon the
ground ; then lay down in a lane and had a long, but broken
and uneasy, sleep. He wandered on again irresolute and
undecided, and oppressed with the fear of another solitary
night.
Suddenly he took the desperate resolution of going back
to "London.
There's somebody to speak to there, at all events," he
thought. " A good hiding-place, too. They'll never expect
to nab me there after this country scent. Why can't I lay by for
a week or so, and forcing blunt from Fagin get abroad to
France
He acted
! Damme,
upon this
I'll risk
impulse
it." without delay, and choosing
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the least frequented roads began his journey back, resolved to
lie concealed within a short distance of the metropolis, and, en
tering it at dusk by a circuitous route, to proceed straight to
that
The
partdog,
of itthough,
which he—had
if any
fixeddescriptions
on for his destination.
of him were out, it
would not be forgotten that the dog was missing and had pro
bably gone with him. This might lead to his apprehension as he
passed along the streets. He resolved to drown him, and
walked on looking about for a pond ; picking up a heavy stone
andThe
tying
animal
it to his
looked
handkerchief
up into his
as he
master's
went. face while these pre
parations were making—and, whether his instinct apprehended
something of their purpose, or the robber's sidelong look at him
was sterner than ordinary—skulked a little further in the rear
than usual, and cowered as he came more slowly along. When
his master halted at the brink of a pool and looked round to call
him,
"Do
Theheanimal
you
stopped
hear
came
me
outright.
up
callfrom
'come
thehere?'"
very force
cried
of habit
Sikes ;whistling.
but as Sikes
stooped to attach the handkerchief to his throat, he uttered a
low" growl
Come back,"
and started
said the
back.
robber, stamping oh the ' ground. The
dog wagged his tail, but moved not. Here Sikes made a running
noose
The and
dog called
advanced,
him again.
retreated, paused an instant, turned and
scoured
The man
awaywhistled
at his hardest
again and
speed.
again, and sat down and waited
in the expectation; that he would return. But no dog appeared
and
MONKS
he resumed
AKD MR. BROWNLOW
his journey.
CHAPTER
AT LENGTH MEET.
XLVII.
THEIR CONVERSATION, AND TfiE

The twilight wasINTELLIGENCE
beginningTHAT
to close
INTERRUPTS
in, when
IT.
Mr. Brownlow
alighted from a hackney-coach at his own door, and knocked
softly. The door being opened, a sturdy man got out of the
coach and stationed himself on one side of the steps, while an
other man who had been seated on the box dismounted too, and
stood upon the other side. At a sign from Mr. Brownlow, they
helped out a third man, and taking him between them, hurried
him
They
intowalked
the house.
in theThis
sameman
manner
was up
Monks.
the stairs without speak-
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ing, and Mr. Brownlow, preceding them, led the way into a
back-room. At the door of this apartment, Monks, who had
asceaded with evident reluctance, stopped. The two men look
ed "He
to theknows
old gentleman
the alternative,"
as if for instructions.
said Mr. Brownlow. "If he
hesitates or moves a finger but as you bid him, drag him into
the street, call for the aid of the police, and impeach him as a
felon
""How
How
in my
dare
name."
you
you say
urge
thismeof me
to it,
?" asked
youngMonks.
man?" replied Mr.

Brownlow, confronting him with a steady look. " Are you mad
enough to leave this house? Unhand him. There, sir. You
are free to go, and we to follow. But I warn you, by all I hold
most solemn and most sacred, that the instant you set foot in
the street, that instant will I have you apprehended on a charge
of fraud and robbery. I am resolute and immoveable. If you
are determined to be the same, your blood be upon your own
head
" By
!" what authority am I kidnapped in the street and brought
here by these dogs?" asked Monks, looking from one to the
other
"Byof mine,"
the menreplied
who stood
Mr. beside
Brownlow.
him. "Those persons are
indemnified by me. If you complain of being deprived of
your liberty — you had power and opportunity to retrieve
it as you came along, but you deemed it advisable to re
main quiet—I say again, throw yourself for protection upon the
law. I will appeal to the law too ; but when you have gone too
far to recede, do not sue to me for leniency when the power
will have passed into other hands, and do not say I plunged
you
Monks
down was
the gulf
plainly
into which
disconcerted,
you rushed
and yourself."
alarmed besides. He
hesitated.
" You will decide quickly," said Mr. Brownlow, with perfect
firmness and composure. " If you wish me to prefer. my char
ges publicly, and consign you to a punishment the extent of
which, although I can, with a shudder, foresee, I cannot control,
once more, I say, you know the way. If not, and you appeal to
my forbearance, and the mercy of those you have deeply in
jured, seat yourself without a word in that chair. It has waited
forMonks
"you
Youtwo
will
muttered
whole
be prompt,"
days."unintelligible
some
said Mr. Brownlow.
words, but" wavered
A word from
still.

me,
Still
" Iand
have
the
theman
not
alternative
the
hesitated.
inclination
has gone
to parley
for ever."
further," said Mr. Brown
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low, "and, as I advocate the dearest interests of others, I here
not"Is
thethere—"
right." demanded Monks with a faltering tongue,—" is
there—
" None
no ; middle
emphatically
course?"
none."
Monks looked at the old gentleman with an anxious eye, but
reading in his countenance nothing but severity and determina
tion walked into the room, and, shrugging his shoulders, sat
down.
" Lock the door on the outside," said Mr. Brownlow to the
attendants,
The men "obeyed,
and come
and when
the two
I ring."
were left alone together.
" This is pretty treatment, sir," said Monks, throwing down
his"hat
It isand
because
cloak,I "was
from
your
myfather's
father'soldest
oldestfriend,
friend."
young man,"
returned Mr. Brownlow. " It is because the hopes and wishes
of young and happy years were bound up with him, and that
fair creature of his blood and kindred who rejoined her God in
youth and left me here a solitary, lonely man,—it is because he
knelt with me beside his only sister's death-bed when he was yet
—have
a boy, onmade
the morning
her mythat
young
would—but
wife,—itHeaven
is because
willedmy
otherwise
seared
heart clung to him from that time forth through all his trials
and errors, till he died,—it is because old recollections arid as
sociations fill my heart, and even the sight of you brings with it
old thoughts of him,—it is all these things that move me to treat
you gently now—yes, Edward Leeford, even now—and blush
for"your
Whatunworthiness
has the namewho
to do
bearwith
the it?"
name."
asked the other, after
contemplating, half in silence, and half in dogged wonder, the
agitation
" Nothing,"
of his companion.
replied Mr. Brownlow,
" What is the
" nothing
name to
to me
you.!" But it
was Iter's, and even at this distance of time brings back to me,
an old man, the glow and thrill which I once felt only to hear it
repeated
very—very."
"This by
is all
a stranger.
mighty fine,"
I am said
veryMonks
glad you
(to have
retainchanged
his assumed
it—
designation) after a long silence, during which he had jerked
himself in sullen defiance to and fro, and Mr. Brownlow had sat
shading his face with his hand. " But what do you want with
me?"
"You have a brother," said Mr. Brownlow rousing himself—
came
"a
make
"Ibrother,
have
you
behind
accompany
nothe
you
brother,"
whisper
in the
mereplied
street,
hither
of whose
Monks.
in
waswonder
name
in itself
"You
inand
your
almost
alarm."
know
ear,
enough
I when
was an
toI
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only ohild. Why do you talk to me of brothers? You know
that, as well as I."
"Attend to what I do know and you may not," saki Mr.
Brownlow. " I shall interest you by and by. I know that of the
wretched marriage, into which family pride and the most sordid
and narrowest of all ambition forced your unhappy father when
a mere boy, you were the sole and most unnatural issue," re
turned Mr. Brownlow.
"I don't care for hard names," interrupted Monks with a
jeering
" Butlaugh.
I also know,"
" You know
pursued
the the
fact,old
and
gentleman,
that's enough
" thefor
misery,
me."
the slow torture, the protracted anguish of that ill-assorted
union; I know how listlessly and wearily each of that wretched
pair dragged on their heavy chain through a world that was
poisoned to them both ; I know how cold formalities were suc
ceeded by open taunts ; how indifference gave place to dislike,
dislike to hate, and hate to loathing, until at last they wrenched
the clanking bond asunder, and retiring a wide space apart,
carried each a galling fragment, of which nothing but death
could break the rivets, to hide it in new society beneath the gay
est looks they could assume. Your mother succeeded : she for
got it soon—but it rusted and cankered at your father's heart
for years."
"Well, they were separated," said Monks, "and what of
that?"
" When they had been separated for some time," returned
Mr. Brownlow, "and your mother, wholly given up to conti
nental frivolities, had utterly forgotten the young husband ten
good years her junior, who with prospects blighted lingered on
at home, he fell among new friends. This circumstance, at
least,
"Not
youI,"know
said already."
Monks, turning away his eyes and beating his
foot upon the ground, as a man who is determined to deny
everything.
" Your manner,
" Not I."
no less than your actions, assures me that
you have never forgotten it, or ceased to think of it with bitter
ness," returned Mr. Brownlow. "I speak of fifteen years ago,
when you were not more than eleven years old, and your father
but one-and-thirty—for he was, I repeat, a boy, when his father
ordered him to marry. Must I go back to events that cast a
shade upon the memory of your parent, or will you spare it and
disclose
" I have
to me
nothing
the truth
to disclose,"
?"
rejoined Monks in eVident con
fusion.
" These
" You
newmust
friends,
talk then,"
on if you
said
will."
Mr. Brownlow, " were a
naval officer retired from active service, whose wife had died
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some half-a-year before, and left him with two children— there
had been more, but of all their family happily but two survived.
They were both daughters ; one a beautiful creature of nineteen,
and the other a mere child of two or three years old."
" What's
They resided,"
this to me?"
said asked
Mr. Brownlow,
Monks.
without seeming to
hear the interruption, " in a part of the country to which your
father in his wandering had repaired, and where he had taken
up his abode. Acquaintance, intimacy, friendship, fast followed
on each other. Your father was gifted as few men are—he had
his sister's soul and person. As the old officer knew him more
and more, he grew to love him. I would that it had ended there.
HisThe
daughter
old gentleman
did the same."
paused ; Monks was biting his lips, with
his eyes fixed upon the floor; seeing this, he immediately
resumed.
" The end of a year found him contracted, solemnly contracted
to that daughter ; the object of the first, true, ardent, only passion
of a guileless, untried girl."
" Your tale is of the longest," observed Monks moving rest
lessly
" Itinis his
a true
chair.
tale of grief, and trial, and sorrow, young man,"
returned Mr. Brownlow, " and such tales usually are ; if it were
one of unmixed joy and happiness, it would be very brief. At
length one of those rich relations to strengthen whose interest
and importance your father had been sacrificed, as others are
often—it is no uncommon case—died, and to repair the misery
he had been instrumental in occasioning, left him his panacea
for all griefs—Money. It was necessary that he should imme
diately repair to Rome, whither this man had sped for health,
and where he had died, leaving his affairs in great confusion.
He went, was seized with mortal illness there, was followed the
moment the intelligence reached Paris by your mother who
carried you with her ; he died the day after her arrival, leaving
noAt
will—no
this part
will—so
of the that
recital
theMonks
whole property
held his breath,
fell to her
andand
listened
you."
with a face of intense eagerness, though his eyes were not
directed towards the speaker. As Mr. Brownlow paused, he
changed his position with the air of one who has experienced a
sudden
" Before
relief,heand
went
wiped
abroad,
his hot
andface
as heand
passed
hands.
through London
on his way," said Mr. Brownlow slowly, and fixing his eyes
upon the other's face—" he came to me."
" I never heard of that," interrupted Monks in a tone intended
to appear incredulous, but savouring more of disagreeable sur
prise.
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" He came to me, and left with me, among some other things,
a picture— a portrait painted by himself—a likeness of this poor
girl—which he did not wish to leave behind, and could not carry
forward on his hasty journey. He was worn by anxiety and
remorse almost to a shadow; talked in a wild, distracted way of
ruin and dishonour worked by him ; confided to me his intention
to convert his whole property at any loss into money, and, having
settled on his wife and you a portion of his recent acquisition, to
fly the country—I guessed too well he would not fly alone—and
never see it more. Even from me, his old and early friend,
whose strong attachment had taken root in the earth that covered
one most dear to both—even from me he withheld any more
particular confession, promising to write and tell me all, and
after that to see me once again for the last time on earth. Alas !
That was the last time. I had no letter, and I never saw him
more."
" I went," said Mr. Brownlow, after a short pause, " I went
when all was over to the scene of his—I will use the term the
world
of his would
guilty use,
love for
; resolved
harshness
that
or iffavour
my fears
are now
werealike
realized
to him—
that
erring child should find one heart and home open to shelter and
compassionate her. The family had left that part a week before ;
they had called in such trifling debts as were outstanding, dis
charged them, and left the place by night. Why or whither
none
Monks
could
drew
tell."
his breath yet more freely, and looked round with
a smile
" When
of triumph.
your brother," said Mr. Brownlow, drawing nearer
to the other's chair—" When your brother,—a feeble, ragged,
neglected child,—was cast in my way by a stronger hand than
chance, and rescued by me from a life of vice and infamy"—
" What!" cried Monks, starting.
" By me," said Mr. Brownlow. " I told you I should interest
you before long. I say by me—I see that your cunning asso
ciate suppressed my name, although, for aught he knew, it
would be quite strange to your ears. When he was rescued by
me. then, and lay recovering from sickness in my house, his
strong resemblance to this picture I have spoken of struck me
with astonishment. Even when I first saw him, in all his dirt
and misery, there was a lingering expression in his face that came
upon me like a glimpse of some old friend flashing on one in a
vivid dream. I need not tell you he was snared away before I
knew his history—"
" Why
Because
not?"
youasked
knowMonks
it well."hastily.
" I?"
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" Denial to me is vain," replied Mr. Brownlow. " I shall show
you" You—you—can't
that I know more prove
than that.."
anything against me," stammered
Monks.
" We shall
" I defy
see,"you
returned
to do itthe
!" old gentleman with a searching
glance. " I lost the boy, and no efforts of mine could recover
him. Your mother being dead, I knew that you alone could
solve the mystery if anybody could, and as when I had last heard
of you you were on your own estate in the West Indies—whither,
as you well know, you retired upon your mother's death to escape
the consequences of vicious courses here—I made the voyage.
You had left it months before, and were supposed to be in Lon
don, but no one could tell where. I returned. Your agents had
no clue to your residence. You came and went, they said, as
strangely as you had ever done, sometimes for days together and
sometimes not for months, keeping to all appearance the same
low haunts and mingling with the same infamous herd who had
been your associates when a fierce ungovernable boy. I wearied
them with new applications. I paced the streets by night and
day, but until two hours ago all my efforts were fruitless, and I
never
" And
sawnow
youyou
for do
an see
instant."
me," said Monks, rising boldly, " what
then ? Fraud and robbery are high-sounding words—justified,
you think, by a fancied resemblance in some young imp to an
idle daub of a dead man's Brother ! You don't even know that
a child
" I did
wasnot"
born of
replied
this maudlin
Mr. Brownlow,
pair ; yourising
don't too
even; "know
but within
that."
the last fortnight I have learnt it all. You have a brother ; you
know it, and him. There was a will which your mother de
stroyed , leaving the secret and the gain to you at her own death.
It contained a reference to some child likely to be the result of
this sad connection, which child was born, and accidentally en
countered by you, when your suspicions were first awakened
by his resemblance to his father. You repaired to the place of
his birth. There existed proofs—proofs long suppressed—of
his birth and parentage. Those proofs were destroyed by you,
and now, in your own words to your accomplice the Jew, ' the
only proofs ofthe boy's identity lie at the bottom ofthe river,
and the old hag that received them from the mother is rotting
in her coffin.' Unworthy son, coward, liar,—you, who hold your
you,
councils
whose
withplots
thieves
andand
wiles
murderers
have hurled
in dark
a violent
rooms death
at night,—
upon
the head of one worth millions such as you, — you who from
your cradle were gall and bitterness to your own father's heart,
and in whom all evil passions, vice, and profligacy, festered till
they found a Yent in a hideous disease which has made your face
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an index even to your mind—you, Edward Leeford, do you
brave me still !"
" No, no, no!" returned the coward, overwhelmed by these
accumulated
" Every word
charges.
!" cried the old gentleman, " every word that
has passed between you and this detested villain, is known to
me. Shadows on the wall have caught your whispers, and
brought them to my ear ; the sight of the persecuted child has
turned vice itself and given it the courage and almost the attri
butes of virtue. Murder has been done, to which you were
morally
" No, ifno,"
not interposed
really a party."
Monks. "I—I—know nothing of that;
I was going to inquire the truth of the story when you overtook
me. I didn't know the cause, I thought it was a common
quarrel."
" It was the partial disclosure of your secrets," replied Mr.
Brownlow.
" Set
Yes,your
I will."
hand
" Willtoyou
a statement
disclose the
of truth
wholeand
?" facts, and repeat
it before
" That
Remain
witnesses
I promise
quietly?"too."
here until such a document is drawn up,

and proceed with me to such a place as I may deem most ad
visable,
" You
If you
for
must
insist
thedo
purpose
upon
more that,
than
of attesting
Ithat,"
'll do said
that
it ?"Mr.
also,"
Brownlow.
replied Monks.
" Make
restitution to an innocent and unoffending child, for such he is,
although the offspring of a guilty and most miserable love. You
have not forgotten the provisions of the will. Carry them into
execution so far as your brother is concerned, and then go where
youWhile
please.
Monks
In this
was world
pacingyou
up and
needdown,
meet no
meditating
more." with dark
—torn
and
—theevil
door
bylooks
his
wasfears
onhurriedly
this
onproposal
the unlocked,
one hand
and the
and
andpossibilities
ahisgentleman,
hatred of
onevading
Mr.
the other
Losit

berne,
" The
entered
man will
the be
room
taken,"
in violent
he cried.
agitation.
" He will be taken to
night!"
" The murderer?" asked Mr. Brownlow.
" Yes, yes," replied the other. "His dog has been seen
lurking about some old haunt, and there seems little doubt that
his master either is, or will be, thereunder cover of the darkness.
Spies are hovering about in every direction ; I have spoken to
the men who are charged with his capture, and they tell me he
can never escape. A reward of a hundred pounds is proclaimed
by Government to-night."
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" I will give fifty more," said Mr. Brownlow, " and proclaim
it with my own lips upon the spot if I can reach it. Where is
Mr. Maylie?"
" Harry—as soon as he had seen your friend here safe in a
coach with you, he hurried off to where he heard this," replied
the doctor, " and mounting his horse sallied forth to join the
first party at some place in the outskirts agreed upon between
them."
" The
When
Jew"—said
I last heardMr.
he Brownlow;
had not been" what
taken,ofbut
him?"
he will be, or
is, by this time. They're sure of him."
" Have you made up your mind?" asked Mr. Brownlow, in a
low" IYes,"
voice,
will.he
ofRemain
replied.
Monks. here
" You—you—will
till I return. Itbeis secret
your only
withhope
me?"of

safety."
They
" All
What
that
lefthave
the
I could
room,
you hope
done?"
andtothe
asked
do,door
and
the
was
even
doctor
again
more.
inlocked.
a Coupling
whisper. the

poor girl's intelligence with my previous knowledge, and the
result of our good friend's inquiries on the spot, I left him no
loophole of escape, and laid bare the whole villany which by
these lights became plain as day. Write and appoint the even
ing after to-morrow at seven, for the meeting. We shall be
down there a few hours before, but shall require rest, and
especially the young lady, who may have greater need of
firmness than either you or I can quite foresee just now. But
my blood boils to avenge this poor murdered creature. Which
way
" Drive
have they
straight
taken?"
to the office and you will be in time," replied
Mr.The
Losberne.
two gentlemen
" I willhastily
remain
separated
here." ; each in a fever of ex
citement wholly uncontrollable.
CHAPTER
THE PURSUIT ADD
XLVIII.
ESCAPE.

Near to that part of the Thames on which the church at
Rotherhithe abuts, where the buildings on the banks are dirtiest
and the vessels on the river blackest with the dust of colliers and
the smoke of close-built low-roofed houses, there exists, at the
present day, the filthiest, the strangest, the most extraordinary
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of the many localities that are hidden in London , wholly
unknown,
To reacheven
this by
place,
name,theto visitor
the great
hasmass
to penetrate
of its inhabitants.
through a
maze of close, narrow, and muddy streets, thronged by the
roughest and poorest of water-side people, and devoted to the
traffic they may be supposed to occasion. The cheapest and least
delicate provisions are heaped in the shops, the coarsest and
commonest articles of wearing apparel dangle at the salesman's
door, and stream from the house-parapet and windows. Jostling
with unemployed labourers of the lowest class, ballast-heavers,
coal-whippers, brazen women, ragged children, and the very
raff and refuse of the river, he makes his way with difficulty
along, assailed by offensive sights and smells from the narrow
alleys which branch off on the right and left, and deafened by
the clash of ponderous waggons that bear great piles of mer
chandise from the stacks of warehouses that rise from every
corner. "Arriving at length in streets remoter and less.frequented
than those through which he has passed, he walks beneath tot
tering house-fronts projecting over the pavement, dismantled
walls that seem to totter as he passes, chimneys half crushed
half hesitating to fall, windows guarded by rusty iron bars that
time and dirt have almost eaten away, and every imaginable sign
of In
desolation
such a neighbourhood,
and neglect. beyond Dockhead in the Borough
of Soulhwark, stands Jacob's Island, surrounded by a muddy
ditch, six or eight feet deep and fifteen or twenty wide when the
tide is in, once called Mill Pond, but known in these days as
Folly Ditch. It is a creek or inlet from the Thames, and can
always be filled at high water by opening the sluices at the Lead
Mills from which it took its old name. At such times, a stranger,
looking from one of the wooden bridges thrown across it at
Mill-lane, will see the inhabitants of the houses on either side
lowering from their back doors and windows, buckets, pails,
domestic utensils of all kinds, in which to haul the water up ;
and when his eye is turned from these operations to the houses
themselves, his utmost astonishment will be excited by the scene
before him. Crazy wooden galleries common to the backs of
half a-dozen houses, with holes from which to look upon the
slime beneath ; windows broken and patched, with poles thrust
out on which to dry the linen that is never there ; rooms so
small, so filthy, so confined, that the air would seem too tainted
even for the dirt and squalor which they shelter; wooden
chambers thrusting themselves out above the mud, and threaten
ing to fall into it—as some have done ; dirt-besmeared walls and
decaying foundations; every repulsive lineament of poverty,
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every loathsome indication of filth, rot, and garbage;—all these
ornament
In Jacob's
theIsland
banksthe
of Folly
warehouses
Ditch. are roofless and empty ; the
walls are crumbling down ; the windows are windows no more;
the doors are falling into the street ; the chimneys are blackened,
but they yield no smoke. Thirty or forty years ago, before
losses and chancery suits came upon it, it was a thriving place ;
but now it is a desolate island indeed. The houses have no
owners ; they are broken open, and entered upon by those who
have the courage, and there they live and there they die. They
must have powerful motives for a secret residence, or be reduced
to a destitute condition indeed, who seek a refuge in Jacob's
Island.
In an upper room of one of these houses —a detached house of
fair size, ruinous in other respects, but strongly defended at door
and window, of which the back commanded the ditch in manner
already described,—there were assembled three men, who,
regarding each other every now and then with looks expressive
of perplexity and expectation, sat for some time in profound and
gloomy silence. One of these was Toby Crackit, another Mr.
Chitling, and the third a robber of fifty years, whose nose had
been almost beaten in, in some old scuffle, and whose face bore
a frightful scar which might probably be traced to the same
occasion. This man was a returned transport, and his name was
Kags. .
" I wish," said Toby turning to Mr. Chitling, " that you had
picked out some other crib when the two old ones got too warm,
and" not
Well,
Why
come
didn't
I thought
here,
you,my
you'd
blunder-head?"
finehave
feller."
been asaid
littleRags.
more glad to see me
than
" Why
this,"look'e,
repliedyoung
Mr. Chitling,
gentleman,"
with asaid
melancholy
Toby, " air.
when. a man
keeps himself so very ex-clusive as I have done, and by that
means has a snug house over his head with nobody prying and
smelling about it, it's rather a startling thing to have the honour
of a wisit from a young gentleman (however respectable and
pleasant a person he may be to play cards with at conweniency)
circumstanced
"Especially when
as youthe
are.'"
exclusive young man has got a friend
stopping with him that's arrived sooner than was expected from
foreign parts, and is too modest to want to be presented to the
Judges
Thereonwas
his areturn,"
short silence,
added after
Mr. Kags.
which Toby Crackit, seem
ing to abandon as hopeless any further effort to maintain his
usual
" When
devil-may-care
was Fagin swagger,
took thenturned
?"
to Chitling and said—
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" Just at dinncr-timo—two o'clock this afternoon," was the
reply. " Charley and I made our lucky up the wash'us chimney,
and Bolter got into the empty water-butt, head downwards, but
his legs was so precious long that they stuck out at the top, and
so "And
they took
Bet?"
him too."
" Poor Bet ! She went to see the body, to speak to who it
was," replied Chilling, his countenance falling more and more,
"and went off mad, screaming and raving, and beating her
head against the boards, so they put a strait weskut on her and
took
" Wot's
He
herhung
to come
theabout,
hospital—and
of young
not toBates
come
there
? "over
demanded
shehere
is." afore
Rags.
dark, but he'll

be here soon," replied Chitling. " There's nowhere else to go
to now, for the people at the Cripples are all in custody, and
the
—is
"This
bar
filled
ofisthe
with
a smash,"
ken—I
traps."went
observed
up there
Toby,
and
biting
saw it
hiswith
lips.my "own
There's
eyes

more
" The
thansessions
one willaregoon,"
withsaid
this."
Rags : " if they get the inquest
over ; if Bolter turns King's evidence, as of course he will, from
what he 's said already -, they can prove Fagin an accessory be
fore the fact, and get the trial on on Friday : he'll swing in six
days from this, by G— ! "
"You should have heard the people groan," said Chitling; " the
officers fought like devils or they'd have torn him away. He was
down once, but they made a ring round him, and fought their
way along. You should have seen how he looked about him, all
muddy and bleeding, and clung to them as if they were his dear
est friends. I can see 'em now, not able to stand upright with
the pressing of the mob, and dragging him along amongst 'em ; I
can see the peoplejumping up, one behind another, and snarling
with their teeth and making at him like wild beasts ; I can see
the blood upon his hair and beard, and hear the dreadful cries
with which the women worked themselves into the centre of the
crowd at the street corner, and swore they'd tear his heart out! "
The horror-stricken witness of this scene pressed his hands
upon his ears, and with his eyes fast closed got up and paced
violently to and fro like one distracted.
Whilst he was thus engaged, and the two men sat by in si
lence with their eyes fixed upon the floor, a pattering noise was
heard upon the stairs, and Sikes's dog bounded into the room.
They ran to the window, down stairs, and into the street. The
dog had jumped in at an open window , he made no attempt to
follow them, nor was his master to be seen.
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returned.
"If he was
" He
coming
can't be
here,
coming
he 'd here.
have come
I—I with
hopethe
not."
dog," said
Kags, stooping down to examine the animal, who lay panting
on the floor. " Here ; give us some water for him ; he has run
himself
" He'sfaint."
drunk it all up, every drop," said Kags, after watching
the dog some time in silence. " Covered with mud—lame—halfblind—he
" Wheremust
canhave
he have
comecome
a long
from
way."
! " exclaimed Toby. " He's
been to the other kens of course, and finding them filled with
strangers, come on here, where he's been many a time and often.
But where can he have come from first, and how. comes he here
alone, without the other ! "
" He " (none of them called the murderer by his old name)
" He can't have made away with himself. What do you think ? "
said Chitling.
Toby
"If heshook
had,"his
said
head.
Kags, " the dog 'ud want to lead us away
to where he did it. No. I think he's got out of the country,
and left the dog behind. He must have given him the slip some
how,
Thisor solution
he wouldn't
appearing
be so easy."
the most probable one was adopted
as the right, and the dog creeping under a chair, coiled himself
upIttobeing
sleep,now
without
dark the
further
shutter
notice
wasfrom
closed,
anybody.
and a candle lighted
and placed upon the table. The terrible events of the two days
had made a deep impression upon all three, increased by the
danger and uncertainty of their own position. They drew their
chairs closer together, starting at every sound. They spoke
stricken
little, andas that
if the
in remains
whispers,
of the
and murdered
were as woman
silent and
lay inawethe
next
They
room.
had sat thus some time, when suddenly was heard a
hurried
" Young
knocking
Bates,"at said
the door
Kags,below.
looking angrily round to check
theThe
fearknocking
he felt himself.
came again. No, it wasn't he. He never knocked
likeCrackit
that. went to the window, and, shaking all over, drew in
his head. There was no need to tell them who it was ; his pale
face was enough. The dog too was on the alert in an instant,
and" ran
We whining
Isn't
must
therelet
any
to
him
help
thein,"
for
door.
he
it?said,
" asked
taking
the other
up theman
candle.
in a hoarse

voice.

. —^
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" Don't
None. leave
He must
us in the
come
dark,"
in." said Rags, taking down a candle
from the chimney-piece, and lighting it with such a trembling
hand that the knocking was twice repeated before he had
finished.
Crackit went down to the door, and returned followed by a
man with the lower part of his face buried in a handkerchief,
and another tied over his head under his hat. He drew them
slowly off—blanched face, sunken eyes, hollow cheeks, beard of
three days' growth, wasted flesh, short thick breath ; it was the
very
Heghost
laid his
of hand
Sikes. upon a chair which stood in the middle of
the room, but shuddering as he was about to drop into it, and
seeming to glance over his shoulder, dragged it back close to
the wall—as close as it would go—ground it against it—and sat
down.
Not a word had been exchanged. He looked from one to
another in silence. If an eye was furtively raised and met his, it
was instantly averted. When his hollow voice broke silence,
they
"To-night's
" Alone.
How
all three
came
Three
started.
paper
thathours
dog
says
They
here?
ago."
that
had
Fagin's
" he
never
asked.
taken.
heardIsitsit tones
true, or
before.
a lie?"

"They
Quite
Damn
were
true."
yousilent
all," said
again.
Sikes, passing his hand across his fore
head.
There" Have
was anyou
uneasy
nothing
movement
to say toamong
me?" them, but nobody
spoke.
" You that keep this house," said Sikes, turning his face to
Crackit, " do you mean to sell me, or to let me lie here till this
hunt
" You
is over?
may"stop here, if you think it safe," returned the person
addressed,
Sikes carried
after his
some
eyes
hesitation.
slowly up the wall behind him, rather
trying
—the
Theybody—is
toshook
turn his
their
it buried?"
head
heads.
than actually doing it, and said, " Is—it

ground
him.
" Why
" for?
Wot
isn't
—doWho's
it they
! " said
keep
that
theknocking?"
such
manugly
withthings
the same
as that,
glance
above
behind
the
,:, .,
Crackit intimated by a motion of his hand as he left the room
V?£,; that there was nothing to fear, and directly came back with
'y Charley
that the moment
Bates behind
the boyhim.
entered
Sikes
thesat
room
opposite
he encountered
the door, his
so
figui e.
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" Toby," said the boy falling back as Sikes turned his eyes
towards him. " Why didn't you tell me this down stairs?"
There had been something so tremendous in the shrinking off
of the three, that the wretched man was willing to propitiate
even this lad. Accordingly he nodded and made as though he
would
"Letshake
me go
hands
into with
somehim.
other room," said the boy retreating
still further.
—don't
" Don't
Why,
youcome
Charley?
knownearer
me?"
" said
me,"
Sikes
answered
steppingthe
forward.
boy, still
" Don't
retreating
you

and looking with horror in his eyes upon the murderer's face.
" You
The monster."
man stopped half-way, and they looked at each other ,
but" Sikes's
Witness
eyes
you
sunk
three,"
gradually
criedtothe
theboy,
ground.
shaking his clenched
fist, and becoming more and more excited as he spoke. " Wit
ness you three—I'm not afraid of him—if they come here after
him, I'll give him up ; I will. I tell you out at once ; he may kill
me for it if he likes or if he dares, but if I'm here I'll give him
up. I'd give him up if he was to be boiled alive. Murder. Help.
If there's the pluck of a man among you three, you'll help me.
Murder.
PouringHelp.
out these
Down
cries,
withand
him."
accompanying them with violent
gesticulation, the boy actually threw himself single-handed upon
the strong man, and in the intensity of his energy and the sud
denness
The three
of hisspectators
surprise brought
seemed him
quiteheavily
transfixed
to theand
ground.
stupified.
They offered no interference, and the boy and man rolled on the
ground together, the former heedless of the blows that showered
upon him, wrenching his hands tighter and tighter in the gar
ments about the murderer's breast, and never ceasing to call for
help
The
with
contest,
all his might.
however, was too unequal to last long. Sikes
had him down and his knee was on his throat, when Crackit
pulled him back with a look of alarm and pointed to the window.
There were lights gleaming below, voices in loud and earnest
conversation, the tramp of hurried footsteps — endless they
seemed in number—crossing the nearest wooden-bridge. One
man on horseback seemed to be among the crowd, for there
was the noise of hoofs rattling on the uneven pavement ; the
gleam of lights increased, the footsteps came more thickly and
noisily on. Then came a loud knocking at the door and then a
hoarse murmur from such a multitude of angry voices as would
have made the boldest quail.
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" Help ! " shrieked the boy in a voice that rent the air. " He's
here; he's here. Break down the door."
" In the King's name," cried voices without; and the hoarse
cry" arose
Breakagain,
down but
the louder.
door," screamed the boy. " I tell you they'll
never open it. Run straight to the room where the light is.
Break down the door."
Strokes thick and heavy rattled upon the door and lower win
dow-shutters as he ceased to speak, and a loud huzzah burst
from the crowd ;—giving the listener for the first time some
adequate
" Openidea
the of
door
its immense
of some place
extent.
where I can lock this screech
ing Hell-babe," cried Sikes fiercely ; running to and fro, and
dragging the boy, now, as easily as if he were an empty sack.
"That door. Quick." He flung him in, bolted it, and turned the
key.
" Double-locked
" Is the down-stairs
and chained,"
door fast?
replied
"
Crackit, who, with the
other
" Lined
The
twopanels—are
men,
with sheet-iron."
still remained
they strong?"
quite helpless and bewildered.

' ' And the windows too ? "
."
" Damn
Yes, and
you!"
the windows."
cried the desperate ruffian, throwing up the
sash and menacing the crowd. " Do your worst ; I 'II cheat you
yet!"
Of all the terrific yells that ever fell on mortal ears none could
exceed the cry of that infuriated throng. Some shouted to those
who were nearest to set the house on fire ; others roared to the
officers to shoot him dead. Among them all, none showed such
fury as the man on horseback, who, throwing himself out of the
saddle, and bursting through the crowd as if he were parting
water, cried beneath the window, in a voice that rose above all
others,
The nearest
Twentyvoices
guineas
took
to up
the the
mancry,
whoand
brings
hundreds
a ladder."
echoed it.
Some called for ladders, some for sledge-hammers ; some ran
with torches to and fro as if to seek them, and still came back
and roared again ; some spent their breath in impotent curses
and execrations; some pressed forward with the ecstasy of
madmen, and thus impeded the progress of those below; some
among the boldest attempted to climb up by the water-spout and
crevices in the wall ; and all waved to and fro in the darkness
beneath like a field of corn moved by an angry wind, and joined
from
" The
timetide,—"
to time cried
in onethe
loud
murderer,
furious roar.
as he staggered
.
back into
the room, and shut the faces out, " the tide was in as I came up.
Give me a nope, a long rope. They 're all in front. I may drop
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into the Folly Ditch, and clear off that way. Give me a rope, or
I shall do three more murders and kill myself at last."
The panic-stricken men pointed to where such articles were
kept; the murderer, hastily selecting the longest and strongest
cord,
All the
hurried
windows
up to inthethehouse-top.
rear of the house had been long ago
bricked up, except one small trap in the room where the boy was
locked, and that was too small even for the passage of his body.
But from this aperture he had never ceased to call on those
without to guard the back, and thus when the murderer emerged
at last on the housetop by the door in the roof, a loud shout
proclaimed the fact to those in front, who immediately began to
pour
Heround,
plantedpressing
a board upon
whicheach
he had
other
carried
in oneupunbroken
with himstream.
for the
purpose so firmly against the door that it must be matter of great
difficulty to open it from the inside, and creeping over the tiles,
looked
The water
over
crowdthe
was
had
low
out,
been
parapet.
andhushed
the ditch
during
a bed these
of mud.
few moments,
watching his motions and doubtful of his purpose, but the
instant they perceived it and knew it was defeated, they raised
a cry of triumphant execration to which all their previous
shouting had been whispers. Again and again it rose. Those
who were at too great a distance to know its meaning, took up
the sound ; it echoed and re-echoed ; it seemed as though the
whole
On pressed
city had the
poured
people
its population
from the out
front—on
to curse
, on
him.
, on , in one
strong struggling current of angry faces, with here and there a
glaring torch to light them up and show them out in all their
wrath and passion. The houses on the opposite side of the ditch
had been entered by the mob ; sashes were thrown up, or torn
bodily out ; there were tiers and tiers of faces in every window
and cluster upon cluster of people clinging to every house-top.
Each little bridge (and there were three in sight) bent beneath
the weight of the crowd upon it ; and still the current poured on
to find some nook or hole from which to vent their shouts, and
only
"They
for anhave
instant
himsee
now,"
the wretch.
cried a man on the nearest bridge.
" Hurrah!"
The crowd grew light with uncovered heads, and again the
shout
" I promise
uprose. fifty pounds," cried an old gentleman from the
same quarter, " fifty pounds to the man who takes him alive. I
willThere
remain
washere
another
till heroar.
comes
Attothis
askmoment
me for the
it." word was passed
among the crowd that the door was forced at last, and that ho
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who had first called for tho ladder had mounted into the room.
The stream abruptly turned as this intelligence ran from mouth
to mouth, and the people at the windows, seeing those upon the
bridges pouring back, quitted their stations and running into
the street joined the concourse that now thronged pell-mell to
the spot they had left, each man crushing and striving with his
neighbour, and all panting with impatience to get near the door
and look upon the criminal as the officers brought him out. The
cries and shrieks of those who were pressed almost to suffoca
tion or trampled down and trodden under foot in the confusion
were dreadful ; the narrow ways were completely blocked up ;
and at this time, between the rush of some to regain the space
in front of the house and the unavailing struggles of others to
extricate themselves from the mass, the immediate attention was
distracted from the murderer, although the universal eagerness
forThe
his man
capture
had was,
shrunk
if possible,
down, thoroughly
increased.quelled by the ferocity
of the crowd and the impossibility of escape, but seeing this
sudden change with no less rapidity than it occurred, he sprung
upon his feet determined to make one last effort for his life by
dropping into the ditch, and, at the risk of being stifled, endea
vouring
Roused
to into
creepnew
away
strength
in the and
darkness
energy,
andand
confusion.
stimulated by the
noise within the house which announced that an entrance had
really been effected, he set his foot against the stack of chimneys,
fastened one end of the rope tightly and firmly round it, and
with the other made a strong running noose by the aid of his
hands and teeth almost in a second. He could let himself down
by the cord to within a less distance of the ground than his
own height, and had his knife ready in his hand to cut it
then
At and
the very
drop. instant that he brought the loop over his head
previous to slipping it beneath his arm-pits, and when the old
gentleman before-mentioned (who had clung so tight to the
railing of the bridge as to resist the force of the crowd, and
retain his position ) earnestly warned those about him that the
man was about to lower himself down—at that very instant the
murderer, looking behind him on the roof, threw his arms above
his"head,
The eyes
and uttered
again !"a he
yellcried
of terror.
in an unearthly screech. Stag
gering as if struck by lightning, he lost his balance and tumbled
over the parapet ; the noose was at his neck ; it ran up with his
weight tight as a bow-string and swift as the arrow it speeds.
He fell for Hve-and-thirty feet. There was a sudden jerk, a ter
rific convulsion of the limbs, and there he hung, with the open
knife clenched in his stiffening hand.
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The old chimney quivered with the shock, but stood it bravely.
The murderer swung lifeless against the wall, and the boy,
thrusting aside the dangling body which obscured his view,
called
A dog,
to the
which
people
hadtolain
come
concealed
and taketillhim
now,
outran
forbackwards
God's sake.and
forwards on the parapet with a dismal howl, and collecting him
self for a spring jumped for the dead man's shoulders. Missing
his aim, he fell into the ditch, turning completely over as he
went, and striking hisCHAPTER
head against aXLIX.
stone, dashed out his brains.

AFFORDING AN EXPLANATION OF MOBK MYSTERIES THAN ONE, AND COMPREHENDING A
PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE WITH NO WORD OF SETTLEMENT OR PIN-MONEY.

The events narrated in the last chapter were yet but two days
old, when Oliver found himself, at three o'clock in the afternoon,
in a travelling-carriage rolling fast towards his native town.
Mrs. Maylie and Rose and Mrs. Bedwin and the good doctor
were with him ; and Mr. Brownlow followed in a post-chaise,
accompanied by one other person whose name had not been
mentioned.
They had not talked much upon the way, for Oliver was in a
flutter of agitation and uncertainty which deprived him of the
power of collecting his thoughts, and almost of speech, and ap
peared to have scarcely less effect on his companions who shared
it in at least an equal degree. He and the two ladies had been
very carefully made acquainted by Mr. Brownlow with the nature
of the admissions which had been forced from Monks, and al
though they knew that the object of their present journey was to
complete the work which had been so well begun, still the whole
matter was enveloped in enough of doubt and mystery to leave
them
Theinsame
endurance
kind friend
of the had,
most with
intense
Mr.suspense.
Losberne's assistance,
cautiously stopped all channels of communication through which
they could receive intelligence of the dreadful occurrences that
had so recently taken place. " It was quite true," he said, " that
they must know them before long, but it might be at a better
time than the present, and it could not be at a worse." So they
travelled on in silence, each busied with reflections on the ob
ject which had brought them together, and no one disposed to
give
Bututterance
if Oliver,to the
under
thoughts
these which
influences,
crowded
had upon
remained
all. silent
while they journeyed towards his birth-place by a road he had
never seen, how the whole current of his recollections ran back
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to old times, and what a crowd of emotions were wakened up in
his hreast, when they turned into that which he had traversed
on foot a poor houseless wandering boy, without a friend to
help
" See
himthere,
or a roof
there—"
to shelter
criedhis
Oliver,
head eagerly
!
clasping the hand
of Rose, and pointing out at the carriage window,—" that's the
stile I came over, there are the hedges I crept behind for fear
any one should overtake me and force me back, yonder is the
path across the fields leading to the old house where I was a
little child. Oh Dick, Dick, my dear old friend, if I could only
see you now!"
"You will see him soon," replied Rose, gently taking his
folded hands between her own. " You shall tell him how happy
you are, and how rich you have grown, and that in all your
happiness you have none so great as the coming back to make
him
"Yes,
happyyes,"
too."said Oliver, "and we'll—we'll take him away
from here, and have him clothed and taught, and send him to
—shall
some
Rose
quiet
we?"
nodded
country
" yes,"
placefor
where
the boy
he may
was grow
smiling
strong
through
and well,
such
happy
"Youtears
willthat
be she
kindcould
and not
goodspeak.
to him, for you are to every
one," said Oliver. " It will make you cry, I know, to hear what
he can tell ; but never mind, never mind, it will be all over, and
you will smile again, I know that too—to think how changed he
is; you did the same with me. He said ' God bless you' to me
when I ran away," cried the boy with a burst of affectionate
emotion ; " and I will say ' God bless you7 now, and show him
how
As Ithey
loveapproached
him for it !"the town and at length drove through its
narrow streets, it became matter of no small difficulty to restrain
the boy within reasonable bounds. There was Sowerberry's the
undertaker's, just as it used to be, only smaller and less impos
ing in appearance than he remembered it—all the well-known
shops and houses, with almost every one of which he had some
slight incident connected—Gamfield's cart, the very cart he
used to have, standing at the old public-house door—the work
house, the dreary prison of his youthful days, with its dismal
windows frowning on the street— the same lean porter stand
ing at the gate, at sight of whom Oliver involuntarily shrunk
back, and then laughed at himself for being so foolish, then
cried, then laughed again—scores of faces at the doors and
windows that he knew quite well—nearly everything as if he
had left it but yesterday and all his recent life had been but a
happy dream.
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But it was pure, earnest, joyful reality. They drove straight
to the door of the chief hotel (which Oliver used to stare up at
with awe, and think a mighty palace, but which had somehow
fallen off in grandeur and size); and here was Mr. Grimwig all
ready to receive them, kissing the young lady, and the old one
too, when they got out of the coach, as if he were the grand
father of the whole party, all smiles and kindness, and not offer
ing to eat his head—no, not once ; not even when he contra
dicted a very old postboy about the nearest road to London, and
maintained he knew it best, though he had only come that way
once, and that time fast asleep. There was dinner prepared,
and there were bed-rooms ready, and everything was arranged
as Notwithstanding
if by magic.
all this, when the hurry of the first half hour
was over, the same silence and constraint prevailed that had
marked their journey down. Mr. Brownlow did not join them
at dinner, but remained in a separate room. The two other
gentlemen hurried in and out with anxious faces, and, during
the short intervals that they were present, conversed apart.
Once Mrs. Maylie was called away, and after being absent for
nearly an hour, returned with eyes swollen with weeping. All
these things made Rose and Oliver, who were not in any new
secrets, nervous and uncomfortable. They sat wondering in
silence, or, if they exchanged a few words, spoke in whispers,
as At
if they
length,
werewhen
afraid
nine
to hear
o'clock
the had
sound
come
of their
and own
theyvoices.
began to
think they were to hear no more that night, Mr. Losberne and
Mr. Grimwig entered the room, followed by Mr. Brownlow and
a man whom Oliver almost shrieked with surprise to see ; for
they told him it was his brother, and it was the same man he
had met at the market town and seen looking in with Fagin at
the window of his little room. He cast a look o hate, which
even then he could not dissemble, at the astonished boy, and sat
down near the door. Mr. Brownlow, who had papers in his
hand, walked to a table near which Rose and Oliver were
seated.
"This is a painful task," said he, "but these declarations,
which have been signed in London before many gentlemen, must
be in substance repeated here. I would have spared you the
degradation, but we must hear them from your own lips before
we"part,
Go on,"
and you
said know
the person
why."addressed, turning away his face.
" Quick.
"This child,"
I have done
said Mr.
enough.
Brownlow,
Don't keep
drawing
me here."
Oliver to him,
iand laying his hand upon his head, " is your half-brother ; the
illegitimate son of your father and my dear friend Edwin Lee
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ford, by poor young Agnes Fleming, who died in giving him
birth."
" Yes," said Monks, scowling at the trembling boy, the beat
ing of whoso heart he might have heard. "That is their bastard
child."
"The term you use," said Mr. Brownlow sternly, " is a re
proach to those who long since passed beyond the feeble cen
sure of this world. It reflects true disgrace on no one living,
except you who use it. Let that pass. He was born in this
town?"
" In the workhouse of this town," was the sullen reply. "You
have the story there." He pointed impatiently to the papers as
he spoke.
" I must have it here too," said Mr. Brownlow, looking round
upon
" Listen
the listeners.
then," returned Monks. " His father being taken ill
at Rome, as you know, was joined by his wile, my mother,
from whom he had been long separated, who went from Paris
and took me with her— to look after his property, for what I
know, for she had no great affection for him, nor he for her. He
knew nothing of us, for his senses were gone, and he slumbered
on till next day, when he died. Among the papers in his desk
were two, dated on the night his illness first came on, directed to
yourself, and enclosed in a few short lines to you, with an inti
mation on the cover of the package that it was not to be for
warded till after he was dead. One of these papers was a letter
to "this
What
girl of
Agnes,
the letter?
and the
" asked
other Mr.
a will."
Brownlow.
"The letter?—A sheet of paper crossed and crossed again,
with a penitent confession, and prayers to God to help her. He
had palmed a tale on the girl that some secret mystery—to be
explained one day—prevented his marrying her just then ; and
so she had gone on trusting patiently to him until she trusted
too far, and lost what none could ever give her back. She was
at that time within a few months of her confinement. He told
her all he had meant to do to hide her shame, if he had lived,
and prayed her, if he died, not to curse his memory, or think the
consequences of their sin would be visited on her or their young
child ; for all the guilt was his. He reminded her of the day he
had given her the little locket and the ring with her christian
name engraved upon it, and a blank left for that which he hoped
one day to have bestowed upon her— prayed her yet to keep it,
and wear it next her heart, as she had done before—and then
ran on wildly in the same words, over and over again, as if he
had" The
gonewill,"
distracted—as
said Mr. Brownlow,
I believe heashad."
Oliver's tears fell fast.
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"I will go on to that."
"The will was in the same spirit as that letter. He talked of
miseries which his wife had brought upon him, of the rebellious
disposition, vice, malice, and premature bad passions of you,
his only son, who had been trained to hate him ; and left you
and your mother each an annuity of eight hundred pounds. The
bulk of his property he divided into two equal portions—one
for Agnes Fleming j and the other for their child, if it should
be bora alive and ever come of age. If it was a girl, it was to
come into the money unconditionally ; but if a boy, only on the
stipulation that in his minority he should never have stained his
name with any public act of dishonour, meanness, cowardice, or
wrong. He did this, he said, to mark his confidence in the
mother, and his conviction—only strengthened by approaching
death—that the child would share her gentle heart and noble
nature. If he was disappointed in this expectation, then the
money was to come to you ; for then, and not till then, when
both children were equal, would he recognize your prior claim
upon his purse, who had none upon his heart, but had from an
infant
"Myrepulsed
mother,"
himsaid
withMonk#in
coldness and
a louder
aversion."
tone, " did what a
woman should have done—she burnt this will. The letter
never reached its destination, but that and other proofs she
kept, in case they ever tried to lie away the blot. The girl's
father had the truth from her with every aggravation that her
violent hate—I love her for it now—could add. Goaded by
shame and dishonour, he fled with his children into a remote
corner of Wales, changing his very name that his friends might
never know of his retreat ; and here, no great while afterwards,
he was found dead in his bed. The girl had left her home in
secret some weeks before ; he had searched for her on foot in
every town and village near, and it was on the night that he
returned home, assured that she had destroyed herself to hide
herThere
shamewas
anda his,
shortthat
silence
his old
here,
heart
until
broke."
Mr. Brownlow took up
—mother
the" thread
Years came
after
of thethis,"
tonarrative.
me.he He
said,had
" this
left man's—Edward
her when only Leeford's
eighteen,
robbed her of jewels and money, gambled, squandered, forged,
and fled to London, where for two years he had associated with
the lowest outcasts. She was sinking under a painful and in
curable disease, and wished to recover him before she died.
Inquiries were set on foot ; strict searches made, unavailing for
a long time, but ultimately successful ; and he went back with
her"There
to France."
she died," said Monks, " after a lingering illness ;
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and on her death-bed she bequeathed these secrets to me to
gether with her unquenchable and deadly hatred of all whom
they involved, though she need not have left me that, for I had
inherited it long before. She would not believe that the girl had
destroyed herself and the child too, but was filled with the im
pression that a male child had been born, and was alive. I
swore to her if ever it crossed my path to hunt it down, never
to let it rest, to pursue it with the bitterest and most unrelenting
animosity, to vent upon it the hatred that I deeply felt, and to
spit upon the empty vaunt of that insulting will by dragging it,
if I could, to the very gallows-foot. She was right. He came in
my way at last ; I began well, and but for babbling drabs I would
have finished as I began ; I would, I would ! "
As the villain folded his arms tight together, and muttered
low
curses
turned
on himself
to the interrified
the impotence
group beside
of baffled
him,malice,
and explained
Mr. Brownthat
the Jew, who had been his old accomplice and confident, had a
large reward for keeping Oliver ensnared, of which some part
was to be given up in the event of his being rescued, and that a
dispute on this head had led to their visit to the country house
for"The
the purpose
locket ofandidentifying
ring?" said
hisi. Mr. Brownlow, turning to.
Monks.
" I bought them from the man and woman I told you of,
who stole them from the nurse, who stole them from the corpse,"
answered Monks without raising his eyes. " You know what
became
Mr. Brownlow
of them." merely nodded to Mr. Grimwig, who, disap
pearing with great alacrity, shortly returned, pushing in Mrs.
Bumble,
" Do my
andhi's
dragging
deceiveher
meunwilling
! " cried Mr.
consort
Bumble
afterwith
him.ill-feigned
enthusiasm , " or is that little 0l iver ? Oh O-li-ver, if you know'd
how
" Isn't
Hold
I've natur,
been
your a-grieving
tongue,
natur, Mrs.
fool,"
for Bumble
you—!
murmured
"! " remonstrated
Mrs. Bumble.the work

house master. " Can't I be supposed to feel—I as brought him
up porochially—when I see him a-setting here among ladies
and gentlemen of the very affablest description ! I always loved
that boy as if he 'd been my—my—my own grandfather," said
Mr. Bumble, halting for an appropriate comparison. "Master
Oliver, my dear, you remember the blessed gentleman in the
white waistcoat? Ah ! he went to heaven last week in a oak cof
fin"Come,
with plated
sir,"
handles,
said Mr.
Oliver."
Grimwig tartly, "suppress your
feelings."
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" I will do my endeavours, sir," replied Mr. Bumble. " How
doThis
you do,
salutation
sir? I hope
was addressed
you are very
to Mr.
well."Brownlow, who had
stepped up to within a short distance of the respectable couple,
and who inquired, as he pointed to Monks,—
"Perhaps
" Do
No,"
you
replied
know
you Mrs.
don't?"
that Bumble
person
said?flatly.
"Mr. Brownlow, addressing her

spouse.
" No,"
Nor
You
I never
sold
never
replied
saw
him
had,
him
Mrs.
anything,
perhaps,
inBumble.
all my
perhaps?"
alife,"
certain
saidgold
Mr. locket
Bumble.
and ring?"

said
" Certainly
Mr. Brownlow.
not," replied the matron. "What are we brought
here to answer to such nonsense as this for ? "
Again Mr. Brownlow nodded to Mr. Grimwig, and again that
gentleman limped away with extraordinary readiness. But not
again did he return with a stout man and wife, for this time
he led in two palsied women, who shook and tottered as they
walked.
" You shut the door the night old Sally died," said the fore
most one, raising her shrivelled hand, " but you couldn't shut
out" the
No, sound
no," said
nor stop
the the
other,
chinks."
looking round her and wagging
her" toothless
We heardjaws.
her try" No,
to tellno,you
no."
what she'd done, and saw you
take a paper from her hand, and watched you too, next day, to
the"Yes,"
pawnbroker's
added the
shop,"
second,
said the
"and
first.it was a 'locket and gold
ring.' We found out that, and saw it given you. We were bye.
Oh" ! And
we we
were
know
bye."
more than that," resumed the first, " for she
told us often, long ago, that the young mother had told her that,
feeling she should never get over it, she was on her way, at the
time that she was taken ill, to die near the grave of the father of
the"child."
Would you like to see the pawnbroker himself? " asked
Mr." No,"
Grimwig
replied
withthe
a motion
woman towards
; "if he"—she
the door.
pointed to Monks—
" has been coward enough to confess, as I see he has, and you
have sounded all these hags till you found the right ones, I have
nothing more to say. I did sell them, and they're where you 'll
never
"Nothing,"
get them. replied
WhatMr.
thenBrownlow,
?"
" except that it remains
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for us to take care that you arc neither of you employed in a
situation
" I hope,"
of trust
said again.
Mr. Bumble,
You may
looking
leave the
about
room."
him with great
ruefulness as Mr. Grimwig disappeared with the two old women,
"I hope that this unfortunate little circumstance will not deprive
me of my porochial office ? "
" Indeed it will," replied Mr. Brownlow, " you must make
up "your
It was
mind
alltoMrs.
that,Bumble—she
and think yourself
wouldwell
do off
it—"
besides."
urged Mr.
Bumble ; lirst looking round to ascertain that his partner had left
the" room.
That is no excuse," returned Mr. Brownlow. " You were
present on the occasion of the destruction of these trinkets, and,
indeed, are the more guilty of the two in the eye of the law, for
the" law
If the
supposes
law supposes
that your
that,"
wifesaid
actsMr.
under
Bumble,
your direction."
squeezing his
hat emphatically in both hands, " the law is a ass—a idiot. If
that is the eye of the law, the law's a bachelor, and the worst I
wish the law is, that his eye may be opened by experience—by
experience."
Laying great stress on the repetition of these two words,
Mr. Bumble fixed his hat on very tight, and putting his hands in
his pockets followed his helpmate down stairs.
" Young lady," said Mr. Brownlow, turning to Rose, " give
me your hand. Do not tremble ; you need not fear to hear the
few
—any
" remaining
If they
reference
have—I
words
to me,"
dowe
notsaid
have
know
Rose,
to how
say."
" they
pray can,
let me
buthear
if they
them
have
at

some
" Nay,"
otherreturned
time. Ithe
have
oldnot
gentleman,
strength drawing
or spiritsher
now."
arm through
his; " you have more fortitude than this, I am sure. Do you
know this young lady, sir?" <
" IThe
Yes,"
have
never
father
replied
seen
sawof
you
you
Monks.
theoften,"
before,"
unhappy
returned
said
Agnes
Rose
Monks.
had
faintly.
two daughters," said

Mr." The
Brownlow.
child," replied
" WhatMonks,
was the "fate
when
of the
herother—the
father died
child?"
in a
strange place, in a strange name, without a letter, book, or scrap
of paper that yielded the faintest clue by which his friends or
relatives could be traced—the child was taken by some wretched
cottagers,
"Go on,"
whosaid
reared
Mr.it as
Brownlow,
their own."
signing to Mrs. Maylie to
approach. "Goon!"
" You couldn't find the spot to which these people had re
paired," said Monks, "but where friendship fails, hatred will
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often force a way. My mother found it after a year of cunning
search—ay, and found the child."
"She took it, did she?"
" No. The people were poor, and began to sicken— at least
the man did—of their fine humanity ; so she left it with them,
giving them a small present of money which would not last long
and promising more, which she never meant to send. She didn't
quite rely, however, on their discontent and poverty for the
child's unhappiness, but told the history of the sister's shame
with such alterations as suited her, bade them take good heed of
the child, for she came of bad blood, and told them she was ille
gitimate, and sure to go wrong one time or other. The circum
stances countenanced all this ; the people believed it ; and there
the child dragged on an existence miserable enough even to
satisfy us, until a widow lady, residing then at Chester, saw the
girl by chance, pitied her, and took her home. There was some
cursed spell against us, for in spite of all our efforts she remained
there and was happy : I lost sight of her two or three years ago,
and saw her no more until a few months back."
" Do you see her now?"
" Yes—leaning on your arm."
" But not the less my niece," cried Mrs. Maylie, folding the
fainting girl in her arms,—" not the less my dearest child. I
would not lose her now for all the treasures of the world. My
sweet companion, my own dear girl—"
" The only friend I ever had," cried Rose, clinging to her—
" the kindest, best of friends. My heart will burst. I cannot—
cannot—bear all this."
" You have borne more, and been through all the best and
gentlest creature that ever shed happiness on every one she
knew," said Mrs. Maylie, embracing her tenderly. " Come,
come, my love, remember who this is who waits to clasp you in
his arms, poor child,—see here—look, look, my dear."
" Not aunt," cried Oliver, throwing his arms about her neck :
" I'll never call her aunt—sister, my own dear sister, that some
thing taught my heart to love so dearly from the first—Rose,
dear, darling Rose."
Let the tears which fell, and the broken words which were
exchanged in the long close embrace between the orphans, be
sacred. A father, sister, and mother, were gained and lost in
that one moment. Joy and grief were mingled in the cup, but
there were no bitter tears, for even grief itself arose so softened,
and clothed in such sweet and tender recollections, that it be
came a solemn pleasure, and lost all character of pain.
They were a long, long time alone. A soft tap at the door at
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length announced that some one was without. Oliver opened it,
glided
" I know
away, itand
all,"
gave
heplace
said, totaking
Harrya Maylie.
seat beside the lovely girl.
" Dear
"I amRose,
not here
I know
by accident,"
it all."
he added after a lengthened si
—only
lence ; "yesterday.
nor have I Do
heard
youallguess
this to-night,
that I have
forcome
I knew
to remind
it yesterday
you
of "a Stay,"
promise?"
All. You
saidgave
Rose,—"
me leave,
you atdoany
know
timeall?"
within a year, to renew
the" subject
I did." of our last discourse."
" Not to press you to alter your determination," pursued the
young man, " but to hear you repeat it, if you would. I was to
lay whatever of station or fortune I might possess at your feet,
and if you still adhered to your former determination, I pledged
myself
" Thebysame
no word
reasons
or act
which
to seek
influenced
to change
meit."
then will influence
me now," said Rose firmly. " If I ever owed a strict and rigid
duty to her, whose goodness saved me from a life of indigence
and suffering, when should I ever feel it as I should to night?
It is a struggle," said Rose, " but one I am proud to make; it is
a pang,
" Thebut
disclosure
disclosure
one my of
heart
ofto-night—"
to-night,"
shall bear."
Harry
replied
began.
Rose softly, " leaves

me in the same position, with reference to you, as that in which
I stood
" Youbefore."
harden your heart against me, Rose," urged her
lover.
" Oh, Harry, Harry," said the young lady, bursting into tears,
" I"Then
wish I could,
why inflict
and spare
it onmyself
yourself?"
this pain."
said Harry, taking her
hand. " Think, dear Rose, think what you have heard to
night."
" And what have I heard ! what have I heard !" cried Rose.
" That a sense of his deep disgrace so worked upon my own
father that he shunned all—there, we have said enough, Harry,
we"have
Not yet,
said not
enough."
yet," said the young man, detaining her as she
rose. " My hopes, my wishes, prospects, feeling—every thought
in life except my love for you—have undergone a change. I
offer you, now, no distinction among a bustling crowd, no
mingling with a world of malice and detraction, where the
blood is called into honest cheeks by aught but real disgrace and
shame ; but a home—a heart and home —yes, dearest Rose, and
those, and those alone, are all I have to offer."
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" What does this mean !" faltered the young lady.
" It means but this— that when I left you last, I left you with
the firm determination to level all fancied barriers between
yourself and me ; resolved that if my world could not be yours,
I would make yours mine ; that no pride of birth should curl the
lip at you, for I would turn from it. This I have done. Those
who have shrunk from me because of this, have shrunk from
you, and proved you so far right. Such power and patronage
—such relatives of influence and rank—as smiled upon me then,
look coldly now ; but there are smiling fields and waving trees
in England's richest county, and by one village church—mine,
Rose, my own—there stands a rustic dwelling which you can
make me prouder of than all the hopes I have renounced,
measured a thousandfold. -This is my rank and station now,
and here I lay it down."
"It's a trying thing waiting supper for lovers," said Mr.
Grimwig, waking up, and pulling his pocket-handkerchief from
over
Truth
his head.
to tell, the supper had been waiting a most unreasonable
time. Neither Mrs. Maylie, nor Harry, nor Rose (who all came
in "together),
I had serious
could thoughts
offer a word
of eating
in extenuation.
my head to-night," said
Mr. Grimwig, " for I began to think I should get nothing else.
I Ml take the liberty, if you 'll allow me, of saluting the bride
that
Mr.is Grimwig
to be." lost no time in carrying this notice into effect
upon the blushing girl ; and the example being contagious, was
followed both by the doctor and Mr. Brownlow. Some people
affirm that Harry Maylie had been observed to set it originally
in a dark room adjoining ; but the best authorities consider this
downright
" Oliver,scandal,
my child,"
he being
said young
Mrs. Maylie,
and a clergyman.
" where have you
been, and why do you look so sad? There are tears stealing
down
It isyour
a world
face of
at disappointment—often
this moment. What istothethematter?"
hopes we most
cherish,
Poor Dick
and hopes
was dead
that !do our nature the greatest honour.
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CHAPTER L.
THE JBW'g LAST BIGHT AUVH.

The court was paved from floor to roof with human faces.
Inquisitive and eager eyes peered from every inch of space ; from
the rail before the dock, away into the sharpest angle of the
smallest corner in the galleries, all looks were Gxed upon one
man—the Jew. Before him and behind, above, below, on the
right and on the left—he seemed to stand surrounded by a
firmament
He stoodallthere,
bright
in with
all this
beaming
glare ofeyes.
living light, with one hand
resting on the wooden slab before him, the other held to his ear,
and his head thrust forward to enable him to catch with greater
distinctness every word that fell from the presiding judge, who
was delivering his charge to the jury. At times he turned his
eyes sharply upon them to observe the effect of the slightest
feather-weight in his favour; and when the points against him
were stated with terrible distinctness, looked towards his counsel
in mute appeal that he would even then urge something in his
behalf. Beyond these manifestations of anxiety, he stirred not
hand or foot. He had scarcely moved since the trial began ; and
now that the judge ceased to speak, he still remained in the
same strained attitude of close attention, with his gaze bent on
him
A as
slight
though
bustle
he inlistened
the court
still.recalled him to himself, and look
ing round, he saw that the jurymen had turned together to
consider of their verdict. As his eyes wandered to the gallery,
he could see the people rising above each other to see his face;
some hastily applying their glasses to their eyes, and others
whispering their neighbours with looks expressive of abhorrence.
A few there were who seemed unmindful of him, and looked
only to the jury in impatient wonder how they could delay, but
in no one face—not even among the women, of whom there were
many there—could he read the faintest sympathy with him, or
any feeling but one of all-absorbing interest that he should be
condemned.
.,
As he saw all this in one bewildered glance, the death-like
stillness came again, and looking back, he saw that the jurymen
had turned towards the judge. Hush !
They
He looked
only wistfully
sought permission
into theirtofaces,
retire.one by one, when they
passed out, as though to see which way the greater number
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leant ; but that was fruitless. The jailer touched him on the
shoulder. He followed mechanically to the end of the dock,
and sat down on a chair. The man pointed it out, or he should
notHehave
looked
seen up
it. into the gallery again. Some of the people
were eating, and some fanning themselves with handkerchiefs,
for the crowded place was very hot. There was one young man
sketching his face in a little note-book. He wondered whether it
was like, and looked on when the artist broke his pencil-point
and made another with his knife, as any idle spectator might
have
In the
done.
same way, when he turned his eyes towards the judge,
his mind began to busy itself with the fashion of his dress, and
what it cost, and how he put it on. There was an old fat gentle
man on the bench, too, who had gone out some half an hour
before, and now came back. He wondered within himself
whether this man had been to get his dinner, what he had
had, and where he had had it, and pursued this train of care
less thought until some new object caught his eye and roused
another.
Not that all this time his mind was for an instant free from one
oppressive overwhelming sense of the grave that opened at his
feet ; it was ever present to him, but in a vague and general
way, and he could not fix his thoughts upon it. Thus, even
while he trembled and turned, burning hot at the idea of speedy
death, he fell to counting the iron spikes before him, and won
dering how the head of one had been broken off, and whether
they would mend it or leave it as it was. Then he thought of
all the horrors of the gallows and the scaffold, and stopped to
watch a man sprinkling the floor to cool it—and then went on to
think
At again.
length there was a cry of silence, and a breathless look
from all towards the door. The jury returned and passed him
close. He could glean nothing from their faces : they might as
—not
well
The
have
abuilding
breath—Guilty.
been of
rang
stone.
with aPerfect
tremendous
stillness
shout,
ensued—not
and another,
a rustle
and

another, and then it echoed deep loud groans that gathered
strength as they swelled out, like angry thunder. It was a peal
of joy from the populace outside, greeting the news that he
Would
The die
noise
onsubsided,
Monday. and he was asked if he had anything to
say why sentence of death should not be passed upon him. He
had resumed his listening attitude, and looked intently at his
questioner while the demand was made, but it was twice repeated
before he seemed to hear it, and then he only muttered that he

356

0

OLIVER TWIST.

was an old man—an old man—an old man— and so dropping
into
The
a whisper,
judge assumed
was silent
the black
again.cap, and the prisoner still stood
with the same air and gesture. A woman in the gallery uttered
some exclamation, called forth by this dread solemnity; he
looked hastily up as if angry at the interruption, and bent forward
yet more attentively. The address was solemn and impressive,
the sentence fearful to hear, but he stood like a marble figure,
without the motion of a nerve. His haggard face was still
thrust forward, his under-jaw hanging down, and his eyes star
ing out before him, when the jailer put his hand upon his arm,
and beckoned him away. He gazed stupidly about him for an
instant,
They and
led him
obeyed.
through a paved room under the court, where
some prisoners were waiting till their turns came, and others
were talking to their friends who crowded round a grate which
looked into the open yard. There was nobody there to speak to
him, but as he passed, the prisoners fell back to render him more
visible to the people who were clinging to the bars, and they as
sailed him with opprobrious names, and screeched and hissed.
He shook his fist and would have spat upon them, but his con
ductors hurried him on through a gloomy passage lighted by a
few dim lamps, into the interior of the prison.
Here he was searched, that he might not have about him the
means of anticipating the law; this ceremony performed, they
led
alone.
Hehim
sat down
to oneonofa stone
the condemned
bench opposite
cells,the
and
door,
left which
him there
served
—

for seat and bedstead , and casting his bloodshot eyes upon the
ground tried to collect his thoughts. After a while he began to
remember a few disjointed fragments of what the judge had
said, though it had seemed to him at the time that he could not
hear a word. These gradually fell into their proper places, and
by degrees suggested more, so that in a little time he had the
whole almost as it was delivered. To be hanged by the neck
till he was dead—that was the end. To be hanged by the
neck
As till
it came
he was
on dead.
very dark, he began to think of all the men he
had known who had died upon the scaffold—some of them
through his means. They rose up in such quick succession
that he could hardly count them. He had seen some of them
die,—and joked too, because they died with prayers upon their
lips. With what a rattling noise the drop went down ; and how
suddenly they changed from strong and vigorous men to
dangling
Some ofheaps
themofmight
clotheshave
! inhabited that very cell—sat upon
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that very spot. It was very dark ; why didn't they bring a light?
The cell had been built for many years—scores of men must
have passed their last hours there—it was like sitting in a vault
strewn with dead bodies — the cap, the noose, the pinioned
arms—the
Light, lightfaces
!
that he knew even beneath that hideous veil—
At length when his hands were raw with beating against the
heavy door and walls, two men appeared, one bearing a candle
which he thrust into an iron candlestick fixed against the wall,
and the other dragging in a mattress on which to pass the night,
forThen
the prisoner
came night—dark,
was to be left
dismal,
alonesilent
no more.
night. Other watchers
are glad to hear the church-clocks strike, for they tell of life and
coming day. To the Jew they brought despair. The boom of
every iron
Death.
What
bellavailed
came laden
the noise
withand
thebustle
one deep
of cheerful
hollow morning,
sound—
which penetrated even there, to him? It was another form of
knell,
Thewith
day passed
mockery
off—day,
added tothere
the warning.
was no day ; it was gone as
soon as come—and night came on again ; night so long and yet
so short ; long in its dreadful silence, and short in its fleeting
hours. One time he raved and blasphemed, and at another
howled and tore his hair. Venerable men of his own persuasion
had come to pray beside him, but he had driven them away
with curses. They renewed their charitable efforts, and he beat
them
Saturday
off. night ; he had only one night more to live. And as
heItthought
was notofuntil
this,the
thenight
day of
broke—Sunday.
this last awful day that a withering
sense of his helpless desperate state came in its full intensity
upon his blighted soul ; not that he had ever held any defined
or positive hopes of mercy, but that he had never been able to
consider more than the dim probability of dying so soon. He
had spoken little to either of the two men who relieved each
other in their attendance upon him , and they, for their parts,
made no effort to rouse his attention. He had sat there awake,
but dreaming. Now he started up every minute, and with gasp
ing mouth and burning skin hurried to and fro, in such a pa
—recoiled
roxysm of from
fear and
himwrath
with horror.
that evenHethey
grew
— used
so terrible
to such
at last
sights
in
all the tortures of his evil conscience, that one man could not
bear to sit there, eyeing him alone, and so the two kept watch
together.
He cowered down upon his stone bed, and thought of the
past. He had been wounded with some missiles from the crowd
on the day of his capture, and his head was bandaged with a
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linen cloth. His red hair hung down upon his bloodless face ;
his beard was torn and twisted into knots ; his eyes shone with
a terrible light ; his unwashed flesh crackled with the fever that
burnt him up. , Eight—nine—ten. If it was not a trick to
frighten him, and those were the real hours treading on each
other's heels, where would he be when they came round again !
Eleven. Another struck ere the voice of the hour before had
ceased to vibrate. At eight he would be the only mourner in
hisThose
own funeral
dreadfultrain
walls; at
ofeleven
Newgate, which have hidden so much
misery and such unspeakable anguish, not only from the
eyes, but too often and too long from the thoughts of men, never
held so dread a spectacle as that. The few who lingered as they
passed and wondered what the man was doing who was to be
hung to-morrow, would have slept but ill that night, if they could
have
From
seenearly
himinthen.
the evening until nearly midnight, little groups
of two and three presented themselves at the lodge-gate, and
inquired with anxious faces whether any reprieve had been re
ceived. These being answered in the negative , communicated
the welcome intelligence to clusters in the street, who pointed
out to one another the door from which he must come out, and
showed where the scaffold would be built, and, walking with
unwilling steps away, turned back to conjure up the scene. By
degrees they fell off one by one, and for an hour in the dead of
night,
The the
space
street
before
was the
left to
prison
solitude
wasand
cleared,
darkness.
and a few
? - strong
barriers, painted black, had been already thrown across the
road to break the pressure of the expected crowd, when Mr.
Brownlow and Oliver appeared at the wicket, and presented an
order of admission to the prisoner, signed by one of the sheriffs.
They
"Is were
the young
immediately
gentleman
admitted
to comeinto
too,the
sirlodge.
?" said the man whose
duty
" Itit iswas
nottoindeed,
conductmy
them.
friend,"
" It 'srejoined
not a sight
Mr. for
Brownlow,
children, "sir."
but
my business with this man is intimately connected with him, and
as this child has seen him in the full career of his success and
—that
villany,
TheseheIfew
think
should
words
it see
better—even
had
himbeen
now."
said
at the
apart,
costsoofassome
to bepain
inaudible
and fear
to

Oliver. The man touched his hat, and glancing at him with
some curiosity, opened another gate opposite to that at which
they had entered, and led them on through dark and winding
ways,
" This,"
towards
saidthe
the cells.
man, stopping in a gloomy passage where a
couple of workmen were making some preparations in profound
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silence,—" this is the place he passes through. If you step this
way,
Heyou
led them
can see
intothe
a stone
door he
kitchen,
goes out
fitted
at."with coppers for dress
ing the prison food, and pointed to a door. There was an open
grating above it, through which came the sound of men's voices,
mingled with the noise of hammering and the throwing down
of From
boards.this
They
place
were
they
putting
passedup through
the scaffold.
several strong gates,
opened by other turnkeys from the inner side, and having en
tered an open yard, ascended a flight of narrow steps, and came
into a passage with a row of strong doors on the left hand. Mo
tioning them to remain where they were, the turnkey knocked
at one of these with his bunch of keys. The two attendants after
a little whispering came out into the passage, stretching them
selves as if glad of the temporary relief, and motioned the visi
tors
The
to condemned
follow the jailer
criminal
into the
wascell.
seated
They
on his
did bed,
so. rocking him
self from side to side, with a countenance more like that of a
snared beast than the face of a man. His mind was evidently
wandering to his old life, for he continued to mutter, without
seeming conscious of their presence otherwise than as a part of
his vision.
" Good boy, Charley—well done—" he mumbled. " Oliver
too, ha ! ha ! ha ! Oliver too—quite the gentleman now—quite
the—take
The jailer
that
took
boytheaway
disengaged
to bed."hand of Oliver, and whispering
him
" not
Taketo him
be alarmed,
away tolooked
bed—"oncried
without
the Jew.
speaking.
" Do you hear
me, some of you ? He has been the—the—somehow the cause
of all this] It 's worth the money to bring him up to it—Bolter's
throat, Bill ; never mind the girl—Bolter's throat as deep as you,
can" cut.
Fagin,"
That's
Saw
me
said
his
! " the
head
cried
jailer.
off."
the Jew, falling instantly into precisely

the same attitude of listening that he had assumed upon his triaL
" An old man, my Lord ; a very old, old man."
" Here," said the turnkey, laying his hand upon his breast to
keep him down. " Here's somebody wants to see you, to ask
you" some
I shan't
questions,
be one Ilong,"
suppose.
replied
Fagin,
the Fagin.
Jew, looking
Are you
upa with
man?"a
face retaining no human expression but rage and terror. "Strike
them all dead! what right have they to butcher me?"
Ashe spoke he caught sight of Oliver and Mr. Brownlow, and
shrinking to the furthest corner of the seat, demanded to know
what
" Steady,"
th6y wanted
said the
there.
turnkey, still holding him down. " Now,
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sir, tell him what you want—quick, if you please, for he grows
worse
" You
as the
havetime
some
getspapers,"
on." said Mr. Brownlow advancing,
" which were placed in your hands for better security, by a man
called
" It'sMonks."
all a lie together," replied the Jew. " I haven't one—not
one."
" For the love of God," said Mr. Brownlow solemnly, " do
not say that now, upon the very verge of death ; but tell me
where they are. You know that Sikes is dead ; that Monks lias
confessed ; that there is no hope of any further gain. Where are
these
" Oliver,"
papers ? cried
"
the Jew, beckoning to him. " Here, here.
Let" me
I amwhisper
not afraid,"
to you."
said Oliver in alow voice, as he relinquished
Mr." Brownlow's
The papers,"hand.
said the Jew, drawing him towards him, " are
in a canvass bag, in a hole a little way up the chimney in the top
front-room. I want to talk to you, my dear — I waht to talk
to "you."
Yes, yes," returned Oliver. " Let me say a prayer. Do.
Let me say one prayer ; say only one upon your knees with me,
and
" Outside,
we will talk
outside,"
till morning."
replied the Jew, pushing the boy before
him towards the door, and looking vacantly over his head.
" Say I've gone to sleep—they'll believe you. You can get me
out" ifOh
you
! God
takeforgive
me so. this
Nowwretched
then, now
man
then."
! " cried the boy with a
burst
" That's
of tears.
right, that's right," said the Jew. " That'll help us
on. This door first ; if I shake and tremble as we pass the gal
lows,
"Have
don'tyou
younothing
mind, butelse
hurry
to on.
ask Now,
him, now,
sir?"now."
inquired the
turnkey.
" No other question," replied Mr. Brownlow. " If I hoped we
could
" Nothing
recall him
willtodo
a sense
that, ofsir,"
his position
replied —"
the man, shaking his
head.
The
" Press
"door
You
on,
ofhad
press
thebetter
cell
on,"
opened,
leave
cried him."
the
andJew.
the *attendants
" Softly, but
returned.
not so slow.
Faster, faster ! "
•
The men laid hands upon him, and disengaging Oliver from
his grasp, held him back. He writhed and struggled with the
power
trated even
of desperation,
those massive
andwalls,
sent up
and
shriek
rang upon
in their
shriek
earsthat
untilpene-they
reached the open yard.
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It was some time before they left the prison, for Oliver nearly
swooned after this frightful scene, and was so weak that for an
hour
Dayorwas
more
dawning
he hadwhen
not the
they
strength
again to
emerged.
walk. A great multi
tude had already assembled ; the windows were filled with people
smoking and playing cards to beguile the time ; the crowd were
pushing, quarrelling, and joking. Everything told of life and
animation, but one dark cluster of objects in the very centre of
all—the black stage, the cross-beam, the rope, and all the hideous
apparatus ofdeath.
CHAPTER LI.

The fortunes of those who have figured in this tale are nearly
closed, and what little remains to their historian to relate is told
in Before
few andthree
simplemonths
words.had passed, Rose Fleming and Harry
Maylie were married in the village church, which was henceforth
to be the scene of the young clergyman's labours ; on the same
dayMrs.
law,
they
to Maylie
enjoy,
entered
took
during
intouppossession
her
the abode
tranquil
ofwith
their
remainder
her
new
sonand
and
ofhappy
her
daughter-indays,
home.
the
greatest felicity that age and worth can know — the contempla
tion of the happiness of those on whom the warmest affections
and tenderest cares of a well-spent life have been unceasingly be
stowed.
It appeared, on a full and careful investigation, that if the
wreck of property remaining in the custody of Monks (which had
never prospered either in his hands or in those of his mother)
were equally divided between himself and Oliver, it would yield
to each little more than three thousand pounds. By the provi
sions of his father's will, Oliver would have been entitled to the
whole ; but Mr. Brownlow, unwilling to deprive the elder son of
the opportunity of retrieving his former vices and pursuing an
honest career, proposed this mode of distribution, to which his
young
Monks,
charge
stillmost
bearing
joyfully
that acceded.
assumed name, retired with his por
tion to a distant part of the New World, where, having quickly
squandered it, he once more fell into his old courses, and, after
undergoing a long confinement for some fresh act of fraud and
knavery, at length sunk under an attack of his old disorder, and
died in prison. As far from home, died the chief remaining mem
bers of his friend Fagin's gang.
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Mr. Brownlow adopted Oliver as his own son, and removing
with him and the old housekeeper to within a mile of the par
sonage house, where his dear friends resided, gratified the only
remaining wish of Oliver's warm and earnest heart, and thus
linked together a little society, whose condition approached as
nearly to one of perfect happiness as can ever he known in this
changing
Soon after
world.
the marriage of the young people, the worthy
doctor returned to Chertsey, where, bereft of the presence of
his old friends, he would have been discontented if his tempera
ment had admitted of such a feeling, and would have turned
quite peevish if he had known how. For two or three months
he contented himself with hinting that he feared the air began
to disagree with him, and then finding that the place really was
to him no longer what it had been before, settled his business
on his assistant, took a bachelor's cottage just outside the village
of which his young friend was pastor, and instantaneously re
covered. Here he took to gardening, planting, fishing, car
pentering, and various other pursuits of a similar kind, all under
taken with his characteristic impetuosity ; and in each and all,
he has since become famous throughout the neighbourhood as a
most
Before
profound
his removal,
authority.
he had managed to contract a strong
friendship for Mr. Grimwig, which that eccentric gentleman
cordially reciprocated. He is accordingly visited by him a great
many times in the course of the year, and on all such occasions
Mr. Grimwig plants, fishes, and carpenters with great ardour,
doing everything in a very singular and unprecedented manner ;
but always maintaining, with his favourite asseveration, that his
mode is the right one. On Sundays, he never fails to criticise
the sermon to the young clergyman's face, always informing
Mr. Losberne, in strict confidence afterwards, that he considers
it an excellent performance, but thinks it as well not to say so.
It is a standing and very favourite joke for Mr. Brownlow to
rally him on his old prophecy concerning Oliver, and to remind
him of the night on which they sat with the watch between
them waiting his return; but Mr. Grimwig contends that he
was right in the main , and in proof thereof remarks that Oliver
did not come back, after all, which always calls forth a laugh on
hisMr.
side,
Noah
and Claypole,
increases his
receiving
good humour.
a free pardon from the crown
in consequence of being admitted approver against the Jew, and
considering his profession not altogether as safe a one as lie
could wish, was for some little time at a loss for the means of a
livelihood, not burdened with too much work. After some con
sideration he went into business as an informer, in which calling
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he realizes a genteel subsistence. His plan is to walk out once a
week during church time, attended by Charlotte in respectable
attire. The lady faints away at the doors of charitable publicans,
and the gentleman being accommodated with threepennyworth
of brandy to restore her, lays an information next day, and
pockets half the penalty. Sometimes Mr. Claypole faints him
self,
Mr.butand
theMrs.
resultBumble,
is the same.
deprived of their situations, were gra
dually reduced to great indigence and misery, and finally be
came paupers in that very same workhouse in which they had
once lorded it over others. Mr. Bumble has been heard to say,
that in this reverse and degradation he has not even spirits to be
thankful
As to Mr.
for being
Giles separated
and Brittles,
from they
his wife.
still remain in their old
posts, although the former is bald, and the last-named boy quite
grey. They sleep at the parsonage, but divide their attentions
so equally between its inmates, and Oliver, and Mr. Brownlow,
and Mr. Losberne, that to this day the villagers have never been
able
Master
to discover
Charles
to Bates,
which establishment
appalled by Sikes's
they properly
crime, fell
belong.
into a
train of reflection whether an honest life was not, after all, the
best. Arriving at the conclusion that it certainly was, he turned
his back upon the scenes of the past, resolved to amend it in
some new sphere of action. He struggled hard and suffered
much for some time ; but having a contented disposition and a
good purpose, succeeded in the end ; and, from being a farmer's
drudge and a carrier's lad, is now the merriest young grazier in
all And
Northamptonshire.
now the hand that traces these words falters as it ap
proaches the conclusion of its task, and would weave for a little
longer
I would
spacefain
thelinger
threadyet
of these
with adventures.
a few of those among whom I
have so long moved, and share their happiness by endeavouring
to depict it. I would show Rose Maylie in all the bloom and
grace of early womanhood, shedding upon her secluded path in
life such soft and gentle light, as fell on all who trod it with
her, and shone into their hearts, — I would paint her the life
and joy of the fireside circle and the lively summer group ; I
would follow her through the sultry fields at noon, and hear
the low tones of her sweet voice in the moonlit evening walk ;
I would watch her in all her goodness and charity abroad, and
the smiling untiring discharge of domestic duties at home ; I
would paint her and her dead sister's child happy in their mutual
love, and passing whole hours together in picturing the friends
whom they had so sadly lost ; I would summon before me once
again those joyous little faces that clustered round her knee,
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and listen to their merry prattle ; I would recall the tones of
that clear laugh, and conjure up the sympathising tear that
glistened in that soft blue eye. These, and a thousand looks
and smiles and turns of thought and speech—1 would fain recall
them
Howevery
Mr. one.
Brownlow went on from day to day, filling the mind
of his adopted child with stores of knowledge, and becoming
attached to him more and more as his nature developed it
self, and showed the thriving seeds of all he could wish him
to become — how he traced in him new traits of his early
friend, that awakened in his own bosom old remembrances,
melancholy and yet sweet and soothing — lrow the two orphans
tried by adversity remembered its lessons in mercy to others,
and mutual love, and fervent thanks to Him who had protected
and preserved them—these are all matters which need not to
be told ; for I have said that they were truly happy, and with
out strong affection, and humanity of heart, and gratitude to
that Being whose code is mercy, and whose great attribute
is benevolence to all things that breathe, true happiness can never
be attained.
Within the altar of the old village church there stands a
white marble tablet, which bears as yet but one word, —
" Agnes!" There is no coffin in that tomb; and may it be
many, many years before another name is placed above it.
But if the spirits of the Dead ever come back to earth to visit
spots hallowed by the love—the love beyond the grave -of those
whom they knew in life, I do believe that the shade of that poor
girl often hovers about that solemn nook—ay, though it is a
church, and she was weak and erring.

THE END.
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CHAPTER XX.
WHEREIN OLIVER IS DELIVERED OVER TO MR. WILLIAM
SUES.
When Oliver awoke in the morning he was
a good deal surprised to find that a new pair of
shoes with strong thick soles had been placed
at his bedside, and that his old ones had been
removed. At first he was pleased _with the
discovery, hoping that it might be the forerun
ner of his release ; but such thoughts were
quickly dispelled on his sitting down to break
fast alone with the Jew, who told him, in a
tone and manner which increased his alarm,
that he was to be taken to the residence of Bill
Sikes that night.
" To—to—stop there, sir ?" asked Oliver,
anxiously.
VOL. II.
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" No, no, my dear, not to stop there," re
plied the Jew. " We shouldn't like to lose
you. Don't be afraid, Oliver, you shall come
back to us again. Ha! ha! ha! We wont be
so cruel as to send you away, my dear. Oh no,
no!"
The old man, who was stooping over the fire
toasting a piece of bread, looked round as he
bantered Oliver thus, and chuckled as if to shew
that he knew he would still be very glad to get
away if he could.
" I suppose," said the Jew, fixing his eyes on
Oliver, " you want to know what you're going
to Bill's for—eh, my dear ?"
Oliver coloured involuntarily to find that the
old thief had been reading his thoughts ; but
boldly said, " Yes, he did want to know."
" Why, do you think ?" inquired Fagin, par
rying the question.
" Indeed I don't know, sir," replied Oliver.
" Bah !" said the Jew, turning away with a
disappointed countenance from a close perusal
of the boy's face. " Wait till Bill tells you,
then."
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The Jew seemed much vexed by Oliver's
not expressing any greater curiosity on the
subject ; but the truth is, that, although he felt
very anxious, he was too much confused by the
earnest cunning of Fagin's looks, and his own
speculations, to make any further inquiries just
then. He had no other opportunity ; for the
Jew remained very surly and silent till night,
when he prepared to go abroad.
" You may burn a candle," said the Jew,
putting one upon the table; " and here's a book
for you to read till they come to fetch you.
Good night!"
" Good night, sir !" replied Oliver, softly.
The Jew walked to the door, looking over his
shoulder at the boy as he went, and, suddenly
stopping, called him by his name.
Oliver looked up; the Jew, pointing to the
candle, motioned him to light it. He did so;
and, as he placed the candlestick upon the
table, saw that the Jew was gazing fixedly at
him with lowering and contracted brows from
the dark end of the room.
" Take heed, Oliver ! take heed !" said the
B2
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old man, shaking his right hand before him in
a warning manner. " He's a rough man,
and thinks nothing of blood when his own is
up. Whatever falls out, say nothing, and do
what he bids you. Mind!" Placing a strong
emphasis on the last word, he suffered his fea
tures gradually to resolve themselves into a
ghastly grin; and, nodding his head, left the
room.
Oliver leant his head upon his hand when
the old man disappeared, and pondered with a
trembling heart on the words he had just heard.
The more he thought of the Jew's admonition,
the more he was at a loss to divine its real pur
pose and meaning. He could think of no bad
object to be attained by sending him to Sikes
which would not be equally well answered by
his remaining with Fagin ; and after meditating
for a long time, concluded that he had been
selected to perform some ordinary menial offices
for the housebreaker, until another boy better
suited for his purpose could be engaged. He
was too well accustomed to suffering, and had
suffered too much where he was, to bewail
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the prospect of a change very severely. He
remained lost in thought for some minutes, and
then with a heavy sigh snuffed the candle, and
taking up the book which the Jew had left with
him, began to read.
He turned over the leaves carelessly at first,
but, lighting on a passage which attracted his
attention, soon became intent upon the volume.
It was a history of the lives and trials of great
criminals, and the pages were soiled and
thumbed with use. Here, he read of dreadful
crimes that make the blood run cold ; of secret
murders that had been committed by the lonely
wayside, and bodies hidden from the eye of
man in deep pits and wells, which would not
keep them down, deep as they were, but had
yielded them up at last, after many years, and
so maddened the murderers with the sight, that
in their horfor they had confessed their guilt,
and yelled for the gibbet to end their agony.
Here, too, he read of men who, lying in their
beds at dead of night, had been tempted and led
on by their own bad thoughts to such dreadful
bloodshed as it made the flesh creep and the
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limbs quail to think of. The terrible descrip
tions were so real and vivid, that the sallow
pages seemed to turn red with gore, and the
words upon them to be sounded in his ears as
if they were whispered in hollow murmurs by
the spirits of the dead.
In a paroxysm of fear the boy closed the
book and thrust it from him. Then, falling
upon his knees, he prayed Heaven to spare him
from such deeds, and rather to will that he
should die at once, than be reserved for crimes
so fearful and appalling. By degrees he grew
more calm, and besought in a low and broken
voice that he might be rescued from his present
dangers, and that if any aid were to be raised
up for a poor outcast boy, who had never known
the love of friends or kindred, it might come to
him now, when, desolate and deserted, he
stood alone in the midst of wickedness and
guilt.
He had concluded his prayer, but still re
mained with his head buried in his hands, when
a rustling noise aroused him.
"What's that!" he cried, starting up, and
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catching sight of a figure standing by the door.
" Who's there ?"
" Me—only me," replied a tremulous voice.
Oliver raised the candle above his head, and
looked towards the door. It was Nancy.
" Put down the fight," said the girl, turning
away her head ; " it hurts my eyes."
Oliver saw that she was very pale, and gently
inquired if she were ill. The girl threw herself
into a chair, with her back towards him, and
wrung her hands ; but made no reply.
" God forgive me !" she cried after a while,
" I never thought of all this."
" Has anything happened ?" asked Oliver,
" Can I help you ? I will if I can ; I will, in
deed."
She rocked herself to and fro, caught her
throat, and, uttering a gurgling sound, struggled
and gasped for breath.
" Nancy !" cried Oliver, greatly alarmed,
" What is it?"
The girl beat her hands upon her knees, and
her feet upon the ground, and, suddenly stop
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ping, drew her shawl close round her, and
shivered with cold.
Oliver stirred the fire. Drawing her chair
close to it, she sat there for a little time without
speaking, but at length she raised her head, and
looked round.
" I don't know what comes over me some
times," said the girl, affecting to busy herself
in arranging her dress ; " it's this damp, dirty
room, I think. Now, Nolly, dear, are you
ready ?"
" Am I to go with you ?" asked Oliver.
" Yes ; I have come from Bill," replied the
girl. " You are to go with me."
" What for ?" said Oliver, recoiling.
" What for !" echoed the girl, raising her
eyes, and averting them again the moment
they encountered the boy's face. " Oh ! for no
harm."
" I don't believe it," said Oliver, who had
watched her closely.
" Have it your own way," rejoined the girl,
affecting to laugh. " For no good, then."
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Oliver could see that he had some power
over the girl's better feelings, and for an instant
thought of appealing to her compassion on his
helpless state. But then the thought darted
across his mind that it was barely eleven o'clock,
and that many people were still in the streets, of
whom surely some might be found to give cre
dence- to his tale. As the reflection occurred to
him, he stepped forward, and said somewhat
hastily that he was ready.
Neither his brief consideration nor its pur
port were lost upon his companion. She eyed
him narrowly while he spoke, and cast upon
him a look of intelligence which sufficiently
shewed that she guessed what had been passing
in his thoughts.
" Hush !" said the girL stooping over him,
and pointing to the door as she looked cau
tiously round. " You can't help yourself. I
have tried hard for you, but all to no purpose.
You are hedged round and round, and if ever
you are to get loose from here, this is not the
time."
Struck by the energy of her manner, Oliver
b3
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looked up in her face with great surprise. She
seemed to speak the truth; her countenance
was white and agitated, and she trembled with
very earnestness.
" I have saved you from being ill-used once,
and I will again, and I do now," continued the
girl aloud ; " for those who would have fetched
you, if I had not, would have been far more
rough than me. I have promised for your
being quiet and silent ; if you are not, you will
only do harm to yourself and me too, and per
haps be my death. See here ! I have borne all
this for you already, as true as God sees me
shew it."
She pointed hastily to some livid bruises
upon her neck and arms, and continued with
great rapidity.
"Remember this, and don't let me suffer
more for you just now. If I could help you I
would, but I have not the power. They don't
mean to harm you, and whatever they make
you do, is no fault of yours. Hush! every
word from you is a blow for me. Give me your
hand—make haste, your hand !"
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She caught the hand which Oliver instinc
tively placed in hers, and, blowing out the light,
drew him after her up the stairs. The door
was opened quickly by some one shrouded in
the darkness, and as quickly closed when they
had passed out. A hackney-cabriolet was in
waiting ; and, with the same vehemence which
she had exhibited in addressing Oliver, the
girl pulled him in with her, and drew the cur
tains close. The driver wanted no directions,
but lashed his horse into full speed without the
delay of an instant.
The girl still held Oliver fast by the hand,
and continued to pour into his ear the warnings
and assurances she had already imparted. All
was so quick and hurried that he had scarcely
time to recollect where he was, or how he came
there, when the carriage stopped at the same
house to which the Jew's steps had been
directed on the previous evening.
For one brief moment Oliver cast a hurried
glance along the empty street, and a cry for
help hung upon his lips. But the girl's voice
was in his ear, beseeching him in such tones of

12

OLIVER TWIST.

agony to remember her, that he had not the
heart to utter it; while he hesitated, the op
portunity was gone, for he was already in the
house, and the door was shut.
" This way," said the girl, releasing her hold
for the first time. " Bill !"
" Hallo !" replied Sikes, appearing at the
head of the stairs with a candle. " Oh ! that's
the time of day. Come on !"
This was a very strong expression of appro
bation, and an uncommonly hearty welcome
from a person of Mr. Sikes's temperament.
Nancy, appearing much gratified thereby, saluted
him cordially.
" Bullseye's gone home with Tom," observed
Sikes, as he lighted them up. " He'd have been
in the way."
" That's right," rejoined Nancy.
" So you've got the kid," said Sikes, when
they had all reached the room : closing the door
as he spoke.
" Yes, here he is," replied Nancy.
" Did he come quiet ?" inquired Sikes.
" Like a lamb," rejoined Nancy.
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" I'm glad to hear it," said Sikes, looking
grimly at Oliver, " for the sake of his young
carcase, as would otherways have suffered for
it. Come here, young un, and let me read
you a lectur', which is as well got over at
once."
Thus addressing his new protege, Mr. Sikes
pulled off his cap and threw it into a corner ;
and then, taking him by the shoulder, sat him
self down by the table, and stood Oliver in front
of him.
" Now first, do you know wot this is ?" in
quired Sikes, taking up a pocket-pistol which
lay on the table.
Oliver replied in the affirmative.
" Well then, look here," continued Sikes.
" This is powder, that 'ere's a bullet, and this
is a little bit of a old hat for waddin'."
Oliver murmured his comprehension of the
different bodies referred to, and Mr. Sikes pro
ceeded to load the pistol with great nicety and
deliberation."
" Now it's loaded," said Mr. Sikes, when he
had finished.
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bling.
" Well," said the robber, grasping Oliver's
wrist tightly, and putting the barrel so close to
his temple that they touched, at which moment
the boy could not repress a shriek ; "if you
speak a word when you're out o'doors with me,
except when I speak to you, that loading will
be in your head without notice—so, if you do
make up your mind to speak without leave, say
your prayers first."
Having bestowed a scowl upon the object of
this warning, to increase its effect, Mr. Sikes
continued,—
" As near as I know, there is'nt anybody as
would be asking very partickler arter you, if
you was disposed of; so I needn't take this
devil-and-all of trouble to explain matters to
you if it warn't for your own good. D'ye
hear me ?"
" The short and the long of what you mean,"
said Nancy, speaking very emphatically, and
slightly frowning at Oliver as if to bespeak his
serious attention to her words, " is, that if
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you're crossed by him in this job you have on
hand, you'll prevent his ever telling tales after
wards by shooting him through the head, and
take your chance of swinging for it as you do
for a great many other things in the way of
business every month of your life."
" That's it!" observed Mr. Sikes, approv
ingly ; " women can always put things in
fewest words, except when it's blowing up, and
then they lengthens it out. And now that he's
thoroughly up to it, let's have some supper, and
get a snooze afore starting."
In pursuance of this request, Nancy quickly
laid the cloth, and, disappearing for a few
minutes, presently returned with a pot of porter
and a dish of sheep's heads, which gave occa
sion to several pleasant witticisms on the part
of Mr. Sikes, founded upon the singular coinci
dence of " jemmies" being a cant name com
mon to them and an ingenious implement much
used in his profession. Indeed, the worthy
gentleman, stimulated perhaps by the imme
diate prospect of being in active service, was in
great spirits and good humour; in proof whereof
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it may be here remarked that he humorously
drank all the beer at a draught, and did not
utter, on a rough calculation, more than four
score oaths during the whole progress of the
meal.
Supper being ended—it may be easily con
ceived that Oliver had no great appetite for it
—Mr. Sikes disposed of a couple of glasses of
spirits and water, and threw himself upon the
bed, ordering Nancy, with many imprecations
in case of failure, to call him at five precisely.
Oliver stretched himself in his clothes, by com
mand of the same authority, on a mattress
upon the floor; and the girl mending the fire,
sat before it, in readiness to rouse them at the
appointed time.
For a long time Oliver lay awake, thinking it
not impossible that Nancy might seek that op
portunity of whispering some further advice ;
but the girl sat brooding over the fire without
moving, save now and then to trim the light.
Weary with watching and anxiety, he at length
fell asleep.
When he awoke, the table was covered with
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tea-things, and Sikes was thrusting various
articles into the pockets of his great-coat, which
hung over the back of a chair, while Nancy was
busily engaged in preparing breakfast. It was
not yet daylight, for the candle was still burn
ing, and it was quite dark outside. A sharp
rain, too, was beating against the window-panes,
and the sky looked black and cloudy.
" Now, then !" growled Sikes, as Oliver
started up ; " half-past five ! Look sharp, or
you'll get no breakfast, for it's late as it is."
Oliver was not long in making his toilet ;
and, having taken some breakfast, replied to a
surly inquiry from Sikes, by saying that he was
quite ready.
Nancy, scarcely looking at the boy, threw
him a handkerchief to tie round his throat, and
Sikes gave him a large rough cape to button
over his shoulders. Thus attired, he gave his
hand to the robber, who, merely pausing to
shew him, with a menacing gesture, that he had
the pistol in a side pocket of his great-coat,
clasped it firmly in his, and, exchanging a fare
well with Nancy, led him away.
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Oliver turned for an instant when they
reached the door, in the hope of meeting a look
from the girL But she had resumed her old seat
in front of the fire, and sat perfectly motionless
before it.
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CHAPTER XXI.
THE EXPEDITION.
It was a cheerless morning when they got
into the street, blowing and raining hard, and
the clouds looking dull and stormy. The night
had been very wet, for large pools of water had
collected in the road and the kennels were over
flowing. There was a faint glimmering of the
coming day in the sky, but it rather aggravated
than relieved the gloom of the scene, the sombre
light only serving to pale that which the streetlamps afforded, without shedding any warmer
or brighter tints upon the wet housetops and
dreary streets. There appeared to be nobody
stirring in that quarter of the town, for the
windows of the houses were all closely shut,
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and the streets through which they passed
were noiseless and empty.
By the time they had turned into the Bethnal
Green road, the day had fairly begun to break.
Many of the lamps were already extinguished ; a
few country waggons were slowly toiling on to
wards London ; and now and then a stagecoach,
covered with mud, rattled briskly by, the driver
bestowing, as he passed, an admonitory lash
upon the heavy waggoner who, by keeping on
the wrong side of the road, had endangered his
arriving at the office a quarter of a minute after
his time. The public-houses, with gas-lights
burning inside, were already open. By degrees
other shops began to be unclosed, and a few
scattered people were met with. Then came
straggling groups of labourers going to their
work ; then men and women with fish-baskets
on their heads ; donkey-carts laden with vege
tables, chaise-carts filled with live-stock or whole
carcasses of meat ; milkwomen with pails ; and an
unbroken concourse of people trudging out with
various supplies to the eastern suburbs of the
town. As they approached the City, the noise
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and traffic gradually increased ; and when they
threaded the streets between Shoreditch and
Smithfield, it had swelled into a roar of sound
and bustle. It was as light as it was likely to
be till night came on again, and the busy morn
ing of half the London population had begun.
Turning down Sun-street and Crown-street,
and crossing Finsbury-square, Mr. Sikes struck,
by way of Chiswell-street, into Barbican, thence
into Long-lane, and so into Smithfield, from
which latter place arose a tumult of discordant
sounds that filled Oliver Twist with surprise
and amazement.
It was market-morning. The ground was
covered nearly ankle-deep with filth and mire ;
and a thick steam perpetually rising from the
reeking bodies of the cattle, and mingling with
the fog, which seemed to rest upon the chim
ney-tops, hung heavily above. All the pens in
the centre of the large area, and as many tem
porary ones as could be crowded into the vacant
space, were filled with sheep; and tied up to
posts by the gutter side were long lines of
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beasts and oxen three or four deep. Country
men, butchers, drovers, hawkers, boys, thieves,
idlers, and vagabonds of every low grade, were
mingled together in a dense mass ; the whistling
of drovers, the barking of dogs, the bellowing
and plunging of beasts, the bleating of sheep,
and grunting and squeaking of pigs; the cries
of hawkers, the shouts, oaths, and quarrelling
on all sides; the ringing of bells and roar of
voices that issued from every public-house ; the
crowding, pushing, driving, beating, whooping,
and yelling; the hideous and discordant din
that resounded from every corner of the market ;
and the unwashed, unshaven, squalid, and dirty
figures constantly running to and fro, and
bursting in and out of the throng, rendered it
a stunning and bewildering scene, which quite
confounded the senses.
Mr. Sikes, dragging Oliver after him, elbowed
his way through the thickest of the crowd, and
bestowed very little attention upon the nume
rous sights and sounds which so astonished the
boy. He nodded twice or thrice to a passing

OLIVER TWIST.

23

friend, and, resisting as many invitations to
take a morning dram, pressed steadily onward
until they were clear of the turmoil, and had
made their way through Hosier-lane into Holborn.
" Now, young un !" said Sikes surlily, look
ing up at the clock of St. Andrew's church,
" hard upon seven ! you must step out. Come,
don't lag behind already, Lazy-legs !"
Mr. Sikes accompanied this speech with a
fierce jerk at his little companion's wrist ; and
Oliver, quickening his pace into a kind of trot,
between a fast walk and a run, kept up with
the rapid strides of the housebreaker as well as
he could.
They kept on their course at this rate until
they had passed Hyde Park corner, and were
on their way to Kensington, when Sikes re
laxed his pace until an empty cart which was at
some little distance behind, came up: when,
seeing " Hounslow" written upon it, he asked
the driver, with as much civility as he could
assume, if he would give them a lift as far as
Isleworth.

24

OLIVER TWIST.

" Jump up," said the man. " Is that your
boy?"
" Yes ; he's my boy," replied Sikes, look
ing hard at Oliver, and putting his hand
abstractedly into the pocket where the pistol
was.
" Your father walks rather too quick for you,
don't he, my man ?" inquired the driver, seeing
that Oliver was out of breath.
" Not a bit of it," replied Sikes, interposing.
" He's used to it. Here, take hold of my hand,
Ned. In with you !"
Thus addressing Oliver, he helped him into
the cart ; and the driver, pointing to a heap of
sacks, told him to lie down there, and rest him
self.
As they passed the different milestones,
Oliver wondered more and more where his
companion meant to take him. Kensington,
Hammersmith, Chiswick, Kew Bridge, Brent
ford, were all passed ; and yet they kept on as
steadily as if they had only begun their journey.
At length they came to a public-house called
the Coach and Horses, a little way beyond
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which another road appeared to turn off. And
here the cart stopped.
Sikes dismounted with great precipitation,
holding Oliver by the hand all the while ;
and, lifting him down directly, bestowed a
furious look upon him, and rapped the sidepocket with his fist in a very significant
manner.
" Good-bye, boy," said the man.
" He's sulky," replied Sikes, giving him a
shake; "he's sulky,— a young dog! Don't
mind him."
" Not I !" rejoined the other, getting into his
cart. "It's a fine day, after all." And he
drove away.
Sikes waited till he had fairly gone, and then,
telling Oliver he might look about him if he
wanted, once again led him forward on his
journey.
They turned round to the left a short way
past the public-house, and then, taking a righthand road, walked on for a long time, passing
many large gardens and gentlemen's houses on
vol. n.
c
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both sides of the way, and stopping for nothing
but a little beer, until they reached a town, in
which, against the wall of a house, Oliver saw
written up in pretty large letters, " Hampton."
Here they lingered about in the fields for some
hours. At length, they came back into the
town, and keeping on, past a public-house
which bore the sign of the Red Lion, and by
the river-side for a short distance, they came to
an old public-house with a defaced sign- board,
and ordered some dinner by the kitchen fire.
The kitchen was an old, low-roofed room,
with a great beam across the middle of the ceil
ing, and benches with high backs to them by
the fire, on which were seated several rough
men in smock-frocks, drinking and smoking.
They took no notice of Oliver, and very little
of Sikes ; and, as Sikes took very little notice
of them, he and his young comrade sat in a
corner by themselves, without being much trou
bled by the company.
They had some cold meat for dinner, and sat
here so long after it, while Mr. Sikes indulged
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himself with three or four pipes, that Oliver
began to feel quite certain they were not going
any further. Being much tired with the
walk and getting up so early, he dozed a
little at first, and then, quite overpowered
by fatigue and the fumes of the tobacco, fell
fast asleep.
It was quite dark when he was awakened
by a push from Sikes. Rousing himself suf
ficiently to sit up and look about him, he
found that worthy in close fellowship and com
munication with a labouring man, over a pint
of ale.
" So, you're going on to Lower Halliford, are
you?" inquired Sikes,
" Yes, I am," replied the man, who seemed a
little the worse—or better, as the case might be
—for drinking ; " and not slow about it neither.
My horse hasn't got a load behind him going
back, as he had coming up in the mornin', and
he wont be long a-doing of it. Here's luck to
him ! Ecod ! he's a good un !"
" Could you give my boy and me a lift as far
c 2
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as there?" demanded Sikes, pushing the ale
towards his new friend.
" If you're going directly, I can," replied the
man, looking out of the pot. " Are you going
to Halliford?"
" Going on to Shepperton," replied Sikes.
" I'm your man as far as I go," replied the
other. " Is all paid, Becky ?"
" Yes, the other gentleman's paid," replied
the girl.
" I say !" said the man, with tipsy gravity,
" that wont do, you know."
" Why not ?" rejoined Sikes. " You're agoing to accommodate us, and wot's to pre
vent my standing treat for a pint or so, in
return ?"
The stranger reflected upon this argument
with a very profound face, and having done so,
seized Sikes by the hand, and declared he was
a real good fellow. To which Mr. Sikes replied,
he was joking ;—as if he had been sober, there
would have been strong reason to suppose he
was.
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After the exchange of a few more compli
ments, they bade the company good night, and
went out, the girl gathering up the pots and
glasses as they did so, and lounging out to the
door, with her hands full, to see the party
start.
The horse, whose health had been drunk in
his absence, was standing outside, ready har
nessed to the cart. Oliver and Sikes got in
without any further ceremony, and the man, to
whom he belonged, having lingered a minute or
two " to bear him up," and to defy the hostler
and the world to produce his equal, mounted
also. Then the hostler was told to give the
horse his head, and, his head being given him,
he made a very unpleasant use of it, tossing it
into the air with great disdain, and running into
the parlour windows over the way; after per
forming which feats, and supporting himself for
a short time on his hind-legs, he started off at
great speed, and rattled out of the town right
gallantly.
The night was very dark. A damp mist
rose from the river and the marshy ground
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about, and spread itself over the dreary fields.
It was piercing cold, too ; all was gloomy and
black. Not a word was spoken, for the driver
had grown sleepy, and Sikes was in no mood to
lead him into conversation. Oliver sat huddled
together in a corner of the cart, bewildered with
alarm and apprehension, and figuring strange
objects in the gaunt trees, whose branches
waved grimly to and fro, as if in some fantastic
joy at the desolation of the scene.
As they passed Sunbury church, the clock
struck seven. There was a light in the ferryhouse window opposite, which streamed across
the road, and threw into more sombre shadow
a dark yew-tree with graves beneath it. There
was a dull sound of falling water not far off,
and the leaves of the old tree stirred gently in
the night wind. It seemed like quiet music for
the repose of the dead.
Sunbury was passed through, and they came
again into the lonely road. Two or three miles
more, and the cart stopped. Sikes alighted,
and, taking Oliver by the hand, they once again
walked on.
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They turned into no house at Shepperton, as
the weary boy had expected, but still kept
walking on, in mud and darkness, through
gloomy lanes and over cold open wastes, until
they came within sight of the lights of a town
at no great distance. On looking intently for
ward, Oliver saw that the water was just below
them, and that they were coming to the foot of
a bridge.
Sikes kept straight on till they were close
upon the bridge, and then turned suddenly
down a bank upon the left " The water !"
thought Oliver, turning sick with fear. " He
has brought me to this lonely place to murder
me r
He was about to throw himself on the
ground, and make one struggle for his young
life, when he saw that they stood before a
solitary house, all ruinous and decayed. There
was a window on each side of the dilapidated
entrance, and one story above ; but no light
was visible. It was dark, dismantled, and, to
all appearance, uninhabited.
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Sikes, with Oliver's hand still in his, softly
approached the low porch, and raised the latch.
The door yielded to the pressure, and they
passed in together.
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CHAPTER XXII.
THE BURGLAKY.
" Hallo !" cried a loud, hoarse voice, di
rectly they had set foot in the passage.
" Don't make such a row," said Sikes, bolt
ing the door. " Shew a glim, Toby."
" Aha ! my pal," cried the same voice ; " a
glim, Barney, a glim ! Shew the gentleman in,
Barney ; and wake up first, if convenient."
The speaker appeared to throw a boot-jack,
or some such article, at the person he addressed,
to rouse him from his slumbers ; for the noise
of a wooden body falling violently was heard,
and then an indistinct muttering, as of a man
between asleep and awake.
" Do you hear ?" cried the same voice.
" There's Bill Sikes in the passage with no
body to do the civil to him ; and you sleeping
c 3
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there, as if you took laudanum with your
meals, and nothing stronger. Are you any
fresher now, or do you want the iron candle
stick to wake you thoroughly ?"
A pair of slipshod feet shuffled hastily across
the bare floor of the room as this interrogatory
was put ; and there issued from a door on the
right hand, first a feeble candle, and next, the
form of the same individual who has been here
tofore described as labouring under the infirmity
of speaking through his nose, and officiating as
waiter at the public-house on Saffron Hill.
" Bister Sikes !" exclaimed Barney, with
real or counterfeit joy ; " cub id, sir ; cub id."
" Here ! you get on first," said Sikes, putting
Oliver in front of him. " Quicker ! or I shall
tread upon your heels."
Muttering a curse upon his tardiness, Sikes
pushed Oliver before him, and they entered a
low dark room with a smoky fire, two or three
broken chairs, a table, and a very old couch, on
which, with his legs much higher than his head,
a man was reposing at full length, smoking a

OLIVER TWIST.

35

long clay pipe. He was dressed in a smartlycut snuff-coloured coat, with large brass buttons,
an orange neckerchief, a coarse, staring, shawlpattern waistcoat, and drab breeches. Mr.
Crackit (for he it was) had no very great quan
tity of hair, either upon his head or face, but
what he had was of a reddish dye, and tortured
into long corkscrew curls, through which he
occasionally thrust some very dirty fingers, or
namented with large common rings. He was a
trifle above the middle size, and apparently
rather weak in the legs ; but this circumstance
by no means detracted from his own admira
tion of his top-boots, which he contemplated
in their elevated situation with lively satis
faction.
" Bill, my boy!" said this figure, turning his
head towards the door, " I'm glad to see you.
I was almost afraid you'd given it up, in which
case I should have made a personal wentur.
Hallo!"
Uttering this exclamation in a tone of great
surprise, as his eyes rested on Oliver, Mr. Toby
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Crackit brought himself into a sitting posture
and demanded who that was.
" The boy—only the boy !" replied Sikes,
drawing a chair towards the fire.
" Wud of Bister Fagid's lads," exclaimed
Barney, with a grin.
" Fagin's, eh !" exclaimed Toby, looking at
Oliver. " Wot an inwalable boy that'll make
for the old ladies' pockets in chapels. His
mug is a fortun' to him."
" There—there's enough of that," inter
posed Sikes, impatiently, and stooping over
his recumbent friend he whispered a few words
in his ear, at which Mr. Crackit laughed im
mensely, and honoured Oliver with a long stare
of astonishment.
" Now," said Sikes, as he resumed his seat,
" if you'll give us something to eat and drink
while we're waiting, you'll put some heart in
us,—or in me, at all events. Sit down by the
fire, younker, and rest yourself; for you'll have
to go out with us again to-night, though not
very far off."
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Oliver looked at Sikes in mute and timid
wonder, and drawing a stool to the fire, sat
with his aching head upon his hands, scarcely
knowing where he was, or what was passing
around him.
" Here," said Toby, as the young Jew placed
some fragments of food and a bottle upon the
table, " Success to the crack !" He rose to
honour the toast, and, carefully depositing his
empty pipe in a corner, advanced to the table,
filled a glass with spirits, and drank off its con
tents. Mr. Sikes did the same.
" A drain for the boy," said Toby, half filling
a wine-glass. " Down with it, innocence."
" Indeed," said Oliver, looking piteously up
into the man's face ; " indeed, I
"
" Down with it !" echoed Toby. " Do you
think I don't know what's good for you ? Tell
him to drink it, Bill."
" He had better," said Sikes, clapping his
hand upon his pocket. " Burn my body, if
he isn't more trouble than a whole family of
Dodgers.
it !"

Drink it, you perwerse imp; drink
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Frightened by the menacing gestures of the
two men, Oliver hastily swallowed the contents
of the glass, and immediately fell into a violent
fit of coughing, which delighted Toby Crackit
and Barney, and even drew a smile from the
surly Mr, Sikes.
This done, and Sikes having satisfied his
appetite (Oliver could eat nothing but a small
crust of bread which they made him swallow),
the two men laid themselves down on chairs for
a short nap. Oliver retained his stool by the
fire ; and Barney, wrapped in a blanket,
stretched himself on the floor, close outside the
fender.
They slept, or appeared to sleep, for some
time ; nobody stirring but Barney, who rose
once or twice to throw coals upon the fire.
Oliver fell into a heavy doze, imagining himself
straying along through the gloomy lanes, or
wandering about the dark churchyard, or re
tracing some one or other of the scenes of
the past day, when he was roused by Toby
Crackit jumping up and declaring *it was halfpast one.
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In an instant the other two were on their
legs, and all were actively engaged in busy
preparation. Sikes and his companion enve
loped their necks and chins in large dark
shawls, and drew on their great-coats, while
Barney, opening a cupboard, brought forth
several articles, which he hastily crammed into
the pockets.
" Barkers for me, Barney," said Toby
Crackit.
" Here they are," replied Barney, producing
a pair of pistols. " You loaded them your
self."
" All right !" replied Toby, stowing them
away. " The persuaders ?"
" I've got 'em," replied Sikes.
" Crape, keys, centre-bits, darkies—nothing
forgotten ?" inquired Toby, fastening a small
crowbar to a loop inside the skirt of his coat.
" All right," rejoined his companion. " Bring
them bits of timber, Barney : that's the time of
day."
With these words he took a thick stick from
Barney's hands, who, having delivered another
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to Toby, busied himself in fastening on Oliver's
cape.
" Now then !" said Sikes, holding out his
hand.
Oliver, who was completely stupified by the
unwonted exercise, and the air, and the drink
which had been forced upon him, put his hand
mechanically into that which Sikes extended
for the purpose.
" Take his other hand, Toby," said Sikes.
" Look out, Barney."
The man went to the door, and returned to
announce that all was quiet. The two robbers
issued forth with Oliver between them; and
Barney, having made all fast, rolled himself up
as before, and was soon asleep again.
It was now intensely dark. The fog was
much heavier than it had been in the early
part of the night, and the atmosphere was so
damp that, although no rain fell, Oliver's hair
and eyebrows, within a few minutes after leaving
the house, had become stiff with the half-frozen
moisture that was floating about. They crossed
the bridge, and kept on towards the lights
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which he had seen before. They were at no
great distance off; and, as they walked pretty
briskly, they soon arrived at Chertsey.
" Slap through the town," whispered Sikes ;
" there'll be nobody in the way to-night to see
us."
Toby acquiesced ; and they hurried through
the main street of the little town, which at that
late hour was wholly deserted. A dim light
shone at intervals from some bedroom-window,
and the hoarse barking of dogs occasionally
broke the silence of the night ; but there was
nobody abroad, and they had cleared the town
as the church bell struck two.
Quickening their pace, they turned up a road
upon the left hand. After walking about a quar
ter of a mile, they stopped before a detached
house surrounded by a wall, to the top of which
Toby Crackit, scarcely pausing to take breath,
climbed in a twinkling.
" The boy next," said Toby. " Hoist him
up : I'll catch hold of him."
Before Oliver had time to look round, Sikes
had caught him under the arms, and in three
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or four seconds he and Toby were lying on the
grass on the other side. Sikes followed di
rectly, and they stole cautiously towards the
house.
And now, for the first time, Oliver, well nigh
mad with grief and terror, saw that housebreak
ing and robbery, if not murder, were the objects
of the expedition. He clasped his hands
together, and involuntarily uttered a subdued
exclamation of horror. A mist came before
his eyes, the cold sweat stood upon his ashy
face, his limbs failed him, and he sunk upon his
knees.
" Get up !" murmured Sikes, trembling with
rage, and drawing the pistol from his pocket ;
" get up, or I'll strew your brains upon the
grass."
" Oh ! for God's sake let me go !" cried
Oliver ; " let me run away and die in the fields.
I will never come near London ; never, never !
Oh ! pray have mercy upon me, and do not
make me steal. For the love of all the bright
angels that rest in heaven, have mercy upon me !"
The man to whom this appeal was made
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swore a dreadful oath, and had cocked the
pistol, when Toby, striking it from his grasp,
placed his hand upon the boy's mouth and
dragged him to the house.
" Hush !" cried the man ; " it wont answer
here. Say another word, and I'll do your
business myself with a crack on the head that
makes no noise, and is quite as certain and
more genteel. Here, Bill, wrench the shutter
open. He's game enough, now, I'll engage.
I've seen older hands of his age took the same
way for a minute or two on a cold night."
Sikes, invoking terrific imprecations upon
Fagin's head for sending Oliver on such an
errand, plied the crowbar vigorously, but
with little noise ; after some delay, and some
assistance from Toby, the shutter to which he
had referred swung open on its hinges.
It was a little lattice window, about five feet
and a half above the ground, at the back of
the house, which belonged to a scullery, or small
brewing-place, at the end of the passage : the
aperture was so small that the inmates had pro
bably not thought it worth while to defend it
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more securely ; but it was large enough to
admit a boy of Oliver's size nevertheless. A
very brief exercise of Mr. Sikes's art sufficed to
overcome the fastening of the lattice, and it
soon stood wide open also.
" Now listen, you young limb," whispered
Sikes, drawing a dark lantern from his pocket,
and throwing the glare full on Oliver's face ;
" I'm a going to put you through there. Take
this light, go softly up the steps straight afore
you, and along the little hall to the street-door :
unfasten it, and let us in."
" There's a bolt at the top you wont be able
to reach," interposed Toby. " Stand upon one
of the hall chairs. There are three there, Bill,
with a jolly large blue unicorn and a gold pitch
fork on 'em, which is the old lady's arms."
" Keep quiet, can't you ?" replied Sikes, with
a threatening look. " The room-door is open,
is it ?"
" Wide," replied Toby, after peeping in to
satisfy himself. " The game of that is that they
always leave it open with a catch, so that the
dog, who's got a bed in here, may walk up and
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down the passage when he feels wakeful. Ha !
ha ! Barney 'ticed him away to-night, so neat."
Although Mr. Crackit spoke in a scarcely
audible whisper, and laughed without noise,
Sikes imperiously commanded him to be silent,
and to get to work. Toby complied by first
producing his lantern, and placing it on the
ground ; and then planting himself firmly with
his head against the wall beneath the window,
and his hands upon his knees, so as to make a
step of his back. This was no sooner done
than Sikes, mounting upon him, put Oliver
gently through the window with his feet first ;
and, without leaving hold of his collar, planted
him safely on the floor inside.
"Take this lantern," said Sikes, looking
into the room. " You see the stairs afore
you?"
Oliver, more dead than alive, gasped out,
" Yes ;" and Sikes, pointing to the street-door
with the pistol-barrel, briefly advised him to
take notice that he was within shot all the way,
and that if he faltered he would fall dead that
instant.
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" It's done in a minute," said Sikes, in the
same low whisper. "Directly I leave go of
you, do your work. Hark !"
" What's that ?" whispered the other man.
They listened intently.
" Nothing," said Sikes, releasing his hold of
Oliver. " Now !"
In the short time he had had to collect his
senses, the boy had firmly resolved that, whe
ther he died in the attempt or not, he would
make one effort to dart up stairs from the hall
and alarm the family. Filled with this idea, he
advanced at once, but stealthily.
" Come back !" suddenly cried Sikes aloud.
"Back! back!"
Scared by the sudden breaking of the dead
stillness of the place, and a loud, cry which fol
lowed it, Oliver let his lantern fall, and knew
not whether to advance or fly.
The cry was repeated—a light appeared—a
vision of two terrified half-dressed men at the
top of the stairs swam before his eyes—a flash—
a loud noise—a smoke—a crash somewhere, but
where he knew not,—and he staggered back.
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Sikes had disappeared for an instant ; but he
was up again, and had him by the collar before
the smoke had cleared away. He fired his own
pistol after the men who were already retreat
ing, and dragged the boy up.
" Clasp your arm tighter," said Sikes, as he
drew him through the window. " Give me a
shawl here. They've hit him. Quick! Dam
nation, how the boy bleeds !"
Then came the loud ringing of a bell, mingled
with the noise of fire-arms and the shouts of
men, and the sensation of being carried over
uneven ground at a rapid pace. And then the
noises grew confused in the distance, and a cold
deadly feeling crept over the boy's heart, and
he saw or heard no more.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

WHICH CONTAINS THE SUBSTANCE OF A PLEASANT CONVER
SATION BETWEEN MR. BUMBLE AND A LADY ; AND SHEWS
THAT EVEN A BEADLE MAY BE SUSCEPTIBLE ON SOME
POINTS.
The night was bitter cold. The snow lay
upon the ground frozen into a hard thick crust,
so that only the heaps that had drifted into by
ways and corners were affected by the sharp
wind that howled abroad, which, as if expend
ing increased fury on such prey as it found,
caught it savagely up in clouds, and, whirling it
into a thousand misty eddies, scattered it in air.
Bleak, dark, and piercing cold, it was a night
for the well-housed and fed to draw round the
bright fire and thank God they were at home,
and for the homeless starving wretch to lay
him down and die. Many hunger-worn out
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casts close their eyes in our bare streets at such
times, who, let their crimes have been what
they may, can hardly open them in a more
bitter world.
Such was the aspect of out-of-doors affairs
when Mrs. Corney, the matron of the work
house, to which our readers have been already
introduced as the birthplace of Oliver Twist,
sat herself down before a cheerful fire in her
own little room, and glanced with no small de
gree of complacency at a small round table, on
which stood a tray of corresponding size, fur
nished with all necessary materials for the most
grateful meal that matrons enjoy. In fact,
Mrs. Corney was about to solace herself with a
cup of tea: and as she glanced from the table
to the fireplace, where the smallest of all pos
sible kettles was singing a small song in a small
voice, her inward satisfaction evidently in
creased,—so much so, indeed, that Mrs. Corney
smiled.
" Well," said the matron, leaning her elbow
on the table, and looking reflectively at the
fire, " I'm sure we have all on us a great deal
vol. n.
D
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to be grateful for—a great deal, if we did but
know it. Ah !"
Mrs. Corney shook her head mournfully, as if
deploring the mental blindness of those paupers
who did not know it, and thrusting a silver
spoon (private property) into the inmost re
cesses of a two-ounce tin tea-caddy, proceeded
to make the tea.
How slight a thing will disturb the equa
nimity of our frail minds ! The black teapot,
being very small and easily filled, ran over
while Mrs. Corney was moralizing, and the
water slightly scalded Mrs. Corney's hand.
" Drat the pot!" said the worthy matron,
setting it down very hastily on the hob ; " a
little stupid thing, that only holds a couple of
cups ! What use is it of to any body ?—ex
cept," said Mrs. Corney, pausing, — " except
to a poor desolate creature like me. Oh
dear!"
With these words the matron dropped into
her chair, and, once more resting her elbow on
the table, thought of her solitary fate. The
small teapot and the single cup had awakened
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in her mind sad recollections of Mr. Corney
(who had not been dead more than five-andtwenty years), and she was overpowered.
" I shall never get another !" said Mrs.
Corney, pettishly ; " I shall never get another
—like him."
Whether this remark bore reference to the
husband or the teapot is uncertain. It might
have been the latter; for Mrs. Corney looked
at it as she spoke, and took it up afterwards.
She had just tasted her first cup, when she was
disturbed by a soft tap at the room-door.
" Oh, come in with you !" said Mrs. Corney,
sharply. " Some of the old women dying, I
suppose ;—they always die when I'm at meals.
Don't stand there, letting the cold air in, don't.
What's amiss now, eh ?"
" Nothing, ma'am, nothing," replied a man's
voice.
" Dear me !" exclaimed the matron, in a
much sweeter tone, " is that Mr. Bumble ?"
" At your service, ma'am," said Mr. Bum
ble, who had been stopping outside to rub his
shoes clean, and shake the snow off his coat,
D2
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and who now made his appearance, bearing the
cocked-hat in one hand and a bundle in the
other. " Shall I shut the door, ma'am ?"
The lady modestly hesitated to reply, lest
there should be any impropriety in holding an
interview with Mr. Bumble with closed doors.
Mr. Bumble, taking advantage of the hesita
tion, and being very cold himself, shut it with
out farther permission.
" Hard weather, Mr. Bumble," said the
matron.
" Hard, indeed, ma'am," replied the beadle.
" Anti-porochial weather this, ma'am. We have
given away, Mrs. Corney,—we have given away
a matter of twenty quartern loaves and a
cheese and a half this very blessed afternoon ;
and yet them paupers are not contented."
" Of course not. When would they be, Mr.
Bumble ?" said the matron, sipping her tea.
" When, indeed, ma'am !" rejoined Mr. Bum
ble. " Why, here's one man that, in considera
tion of his wife and large family, has a quartern
loaf and a good pound of cheese, full weight.
Is he grateful, ma'am, —is he grateful ? Not a
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copper farthing's worth of it !

What does he

do, ma'am, but ask for a few coals, if it's only
a pocket-handkerchief full, he says ! Coals !—
what would he do with coals? — Toast his
cheese with 'em, and then come back for more.
That's the way with these people, ma'am;—
give 'em a apron full of coals to-day, and they'll
came back for another the day after to-morrow,
as brazen as alabaster."
The matron expressed her entire concurrence
in this intelligible simile, and the beadle went
on.
" I never," said Mr. Bumble, " see anything
like the pitch it's got to. The day afore yes
terday, a man—you have been a married wo
man, ma'am, and I may mention it to you—a
man, with hardly a rag upon his back (here
Mrs. Corney looked at the floor), goes to our
overseer's door when he has got company
coming to dinner, and says, he must be re
lieved, Mrs. Corney. As he wouldn't go away,
and shocked the company very much, our over
seer sent him out a pound of potatoes and half
a pint of oatmeal. ' My God !' says the un

54

OLIVER TWIST.

grateful villain, ' what's the use of this to me ?
You might as well give me a pair of iron spec
tacles !'—• Very good,' says our overseer, taking
'em away again, ' you wont get anything else
here.'—' Then I'll die in the streets !' says the
vagrant.—' Oh no, you wont,' says our over
seer."
" Ha ! ha !—that was very good !—so like
Mr. Grannet, wasn't it ?" interposed the ma
tron. « Well, Mr. Bumble ?"
" Well, ma'am," rejoined the beadle, " he
went away and did die in the streets. There's
a obstinate pauper for you !"
" It beats anything I could have believed,"
observed the matron, emphatically. " But don't
you think out-of-door relief a very bad thing
any way, Mr. Bumble ? You're a gentleman of
experience, and ought to know. Come."
" Mrs. Corney," said the beadle, smiling as
men smile who are conscious of superior in
formation, " out-of-door relief, properly ma
naged, — properly managed, ma'am, — is the
porochial safeguard. The great principle of
out-of-door relief is to give the paupers ex
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actly what they don't want, and then they get
tired of coming."
" Dear me !" exclaimed Mrs. Corney. " Well,
that is a good one, too !"
"Yes. Betwixt you and me, ma'am," re
turned Mr. Bumble, " that's the great principle ;
and that's the reason why, if you look at any
cases that get into them owdacious newspapers,
you'll always observe that sick families have
been relieved with slices of cheese. That's the
rule now, Mrs. Corney, all over the country.—
But, however," said the beadle, stooping to
unpack his bundle, " these are official secrets,
ma'am ; not to be spoken of except, as I may
say, among the porochial officers, such as our
selves. This is the port wine, ma'am, that the
board ordered for the infirmary,—real, fresh,
genuine port wine, only out of the cask this
afternoon,—clear as a bell, and no sediment."
Having held the first bottle up to the light,
and shaken it well to test its excellence, Mr.
Bumble placed them both on the top of a chest
of drawers, folded the handkerchief in which
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they had been wrapped, put it carefully in his
pocket, and took up his hat as if to go.
" You'll have a very cold walk, Mr. Bumble,"
said the matron.
" It blows, ma'am," replied Mr. Bumble,
turning up his coat-collar, " enough to cut one's
ears off."
The matron looked from the little kettle to
the beadle who was moving towards the door,
and as the beadle coughed, preparatory to bid
ding her good night, bashfully inquired whether
—whether he wouldn't take a cup of tea ?
Mr. Bumble instantaneously turned back his
collar again, laid his hat and stick upon a chair,
and drew another chair up to the table. As he
slowly seated himself, he looked at the lady.
She fixed her eyes upon the little teapot. Mr.
Bumble coughed again, and slightly smiled.
Mrs. Corney rose to get another cup and
saucer from the closet. As she sat down, her
eyes once again encountered those of the gallant
beadle ; she coloured, and applied herself to the
task of making his tea. Again Mr. Bumble
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coughed,—louder this time than he had coughed
yet.
" Sweet ? Mr. Bumble," inquired the matron,
taking up the sugar-basin.
"Very sweet, indeed, ma'am," replied Mr.
Bumble. He fixed his eyes on Mrs. Corney as
he said this ; and if ever a beadle looked ten
der, Mr. Bumble was that beadle at that mo
ment,
i
The tea was made, and handed in silence.
Mr. Bumble, having spread a handkerchief over
his knees to prevent the crumbs from sullying
the splendour of his shorts, began to eat and
drink; varying these amusements occasionally
by fetching a deep sigh, which, however, had no
injurious effect upon his appetite, but, on the
contrary, rather seemed to facilitate his opera
tions in the tea and toast department.
" You have a cat, ma'am, I see," said Mr.
Bumble, glancing at one, who, in the centre of
her family, was basking before the fire ; " and
kittens too, I declare F
" I am so fond of them, Mr. Bumble, you
can't think," replied the matron. " They're so
d 3
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happy, so frolicsome, and so cheerful, that they
are quite companions for me."
" Very nice animals, ma'am," replied Mr.
Bumble, approvingly ; " so very domestic."
" Oh, yes !" rejoined the matron, with en
thusiasm ; " so fond of their home too, that it's
quite a pleasure, I'm sure."
" Mrs. Corney, ma'am," said Mr. Bumble,
slowly, and marking the time with his teaspoon,
"I mean to say this, ma'am, that any cat or
kitten that could live with you, ma'am, and not
be fond of its home, must be a ass, ma'am."
" Oh, Mr. Bumble !" remonstrated Mrs.
Corney.
" It's no use disguising facts, ma'am," said
Mr. Bumble, slowly flourishing the teaspoon
with a kind of amorous dignity that made him
doubly impressive ; " I would drown it myself
with pleasure."
" Then you're a cruel man," said the matron
vivaciously, as she held out her hand for the
beadle's cup, "and a very hard-hearted man
besides."
" Hard-hearted, ma'am," said Mr. Bumble,
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" hard !" Mr. Bumble resigned his cup with
out another word, squeezed Mrs. Corney's little
finger as she took it, and inflicting two openhanded slaps upon his laced waistcoat, gave a
mighty sigh, and hitched his chair a very little
morsel farther from the fire.
It was a round table ; and as Mrs. Corney
and Mr. Bumble had been sitting opposite each
other, with no great space between them, and
fronting the fire, it will be seen that Mr. Bumble,
in receding from the fire, and still keeping
at the table, increased the distance between
himself and Mrs. Corney; which proceeding
some prudent readers will doubtless be disposed
to admire, and to consider an act of great
heroism on Mr. Bumble's part, he being in
some sort tempted by time, place, and opportu
nity, to give utterance to certain soft nothings,
which, however well they may become the lips
of the light and thoughtless, do seem im
measurably beneath the dignity of judges of the
land, members of parliament, ministers of state,
lord-mayors, and other great public function
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aries, but more particularly beneath the stateliness and gravity of a beadle, who (as is well
known) should be the sternest and most in
flexible among them all.
Whatever were Mr. Bumble's intentions,
however,—and no doubt they were of the best,
—whatever they were, it unfortunately, hap
pened, as has been twice before remarked, that
the table was a round one ; consequently, Mr.
Bumble, moving his chair by little and little,
soon began to diminish the distance between
himself and the matron, and, continuing to
travel round the outer edge of the circle,
brought his chair in time close to that in which
the matron was seated. Indeed, the two chairs
touched; and when they did so, Mr. Bumble
stopped.
Now, if the matron had moved her chair to
the right, she would have been scorched by the
fire, and if to the left, she must have fallen into
Mr. Bumble's arms ; so (being a discreet
matron, and no doubt foreseeing these conse
quences at a glance) she remained where she
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was, and handed Mr. Bumble another cup of
tea.
" Hard-hearted, Mrs. Corney ?" said Mr.
Bumble, stirring his tea, and looking up into
the matron's face ; " are you hard-hearted, Mrs.
Corney ?"
" Dear me !" exclaimed the matron, " what a
very curious question from a single man. What
can you want to know for, Mr. Bumble ?"
The beadle drank his tea to the last drop,
finished a piece of toast, whisked the crumbs
off his knees, wiped his lips, and deliberately
kissed the matron.
" Mr. Bumble," cried that discreet lady in a
whisper, for the fright was so great that she had
quite lost her voice, " Mr. Bumble, I shall
scream !" Mr. Bumble made no reply, but in
a slow and dignified manner put his arm round
the matron's waist.
As the lady had stated her intention ol
screaming, of course she would have screamed
at this additional boldness, but that the exertion
was rendered unnecessary by a hasty knocking
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at the door, which was no sooner heard than
Mr. Bumble darted with much agility to the
wine-bottles, and began dusting them with
great violence, while the matron sharply de
manded who was there. It is worthy of remark,
as a curious physical instance of the efficacy of
a sudden surprise in counteracting the effects of
extreme fear, that her voice had quite recovered
all its official asperity.
" If you please, mistress," said a withered
old female pauper, hideously ugly, putting her
head in at the door, " Old Sally is a-going
fast."
" Well, what's that to me T angrily de
manded the matron. " I can't keep her alive,
can I ?"
" No, no, mistress," replied the old wo
man ; " nobody can ; she's far beyond the
reach of help. I've seen a many people die,
little babes and great strong men, and I know
when death's a-coming well enough. But
she's troubled in her mind ; and when the
fits are not on her,—and that's not often, for
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she is dying very hard,—she says she has got
something to tell which you must hear. Shell
never die quiet till you come, mistress."
At this intelligence the worthy Mrs. Corney
muttered a variety of invectives against old
women who couldn't even die without purposely
annoying their betters ; and, muffling herself in
a thick shawl which she hastily caught up,
briefly requested Mr. Bumble to stop till she
came back, lest anything particular should
occur, and bidding the messenger walk fast, and
not be all night hobbling up the stairs, followed
her from the room with a very ill grace, scold
ing all the way.
Mr. Bumble's conduct on being left to him
self was rather inexplicable. He opened the
closet, counted the tea-spoons, weighed the
sugar-tongs, closely inspected a silver milk-pot
to ascertain that it was of the genuine metal ;
and, having satisfied his curiosity upon these
points, put on his cocked-hat corner-wise, and
danced with much gravity four distinct times
round the table. Having gone through this
very extraordinary performance, he took off the
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cocked-hat again, and, spreading himself before
the fire with his back towards it, seemed to be
mentally engaged in taking an exact inventory
of the furniture.
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CHAPTER XXIV.
TREATS OF A VERY POOR SUBJECT, BUT ISA SHORT ONE, AND
MAY BE FOUND OF IMPORTANCE IN THIS HISTORY.
It was no unfit messenger of death that had
disturbed the quiet of the matron's room. Her
body was bent by age, her limbs trembled with
palsy, and her face, distorted into a mumbling
leer, resembled more the grotesque shaping of
some wild pencil than the work of Nature's
hand.
Alas ! how few of Nature's faces there are to
gladden us with their beauty ! The cares, and
sorrows, and hungerings of the world change
them as they change hearts, and it is only when
those passions sleep, and have lost their hold
for ever, that the troubled clouds pass off, and
leave heaven's surface clear. It is a common
thing for the countenances of the dead, even in
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that fixed and rigid state, to subside into the
long-forgotten expression of sleeping infancy,
and settle into the very look of early life ; so
calm, so peaceful do they grow again, that those
who knew them in their happy childhood kneel
by the coffin's side in awe, and see the angel
even upon earth.
The old crone tottered along the passages and
up the stairs, muttering some indistinct answers
to the chidings of her companion ; and being
at length compelled to pause for breath, gave
the fight into her hand, and remained behind to
follow as she might, while the more nimble
superior made her way to the room where the
sick woman lay.
It was a bare garret-room, with a dim light
burning at the farther end. There was another
old woman watching by the bed, and the parish
apothecary's apprentice was standing by the
fire, making a toothpick out of a quill.
" Cold night, Mrs. Corney," said this young
gentleman, as the matron entered.
" Very cold indeed, sir," replied the mistress,
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in her most civil tones, and dropping a curtsey
as she spoke.
" You should get better coals out of your
contractors," said the apothecary's deputy,
breaking a lump on the top of the fire with the
rusty poker ; " these are not at all the sort of
thing for a cold night."
" They're the board's choosing, sir," re
turned the matron. " The least they could
do would be to keep us pretty warm, for our
places are hard enough."
The conversation was here interrupted by a
moan from the sick woman.
" Oh !" said the young man, turning his face
towards the bed, as if he had previously quite
forgotten the patient, " it's all U. P. there, Mrs.
Corney."
" It is, is it, sir ?" asked the matron.
" If she lasts a couple of hours, I shall be
surprised," said the apothecary's apprentice,
intent upon the toothpick's point.
" It's a
break-up of the system altogether. Is she
dozing, old lady ?"
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The attendant stooped over the bed to ascer
tain, and nodded in the affirmative.
" Then perhaps she'll go off in that way, if
you don't make a row," said the young man.
" Put the light on the floor,—she wont see it
there."
The attendant did as she was bidden, shaking
her head meanwhile to intimate that the woman
would not die so easily ; and having done so,
resumed her seat by the side of the other nurse,
who had by this time returned. The mistress,
with an expression of impatience, wrapped her
self in her shawl and sat at the foot of the bed.
The apothecary's apprentice, having com
pleted the manufacture of the toothpick, planted
himself in front of the fire and made good use
of it for ten minutes or so, when, apparently
growing rather dull, he wished Mrs. Corney joy
of her job, and took himself off on tiptoe.
When they had sat in silence for some time
the two old women rose from the bed, and
crouching over the fire, held out their withered
hands to catch the heat. The flame threw a
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ghastly light on their shrivelled faces, and made
their ugliness appear perfectly terrible, as in
this position they began to converse in a low
voice.
" Did she say any more, Anny dear, while I
was gone ?" inquired the messenger.
" Not a word," replied the other. " She
plucked and tore at her arms for a little time ;
but I held her hands, and she soon dropped off.
She hasn't much strength in her, so I easily
kept her quiet. I ain't so weak for an old
woman, although I am on parish allowance ;—
no, no!"
" Did she drink the hot wine the doctor said
she was to have ?" demanded the first.
" I tried to get it down," rejoined the other ;
" but her teeth were tight set, and she clenched
the mug so hard that it was as much as I could
do to get it back again. So / drank it, and it
did me good."
Looking cautiously round to ascertain that
they were not overheard, the two hags cowered
nearer to the fire, and chuckled heartily.
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" I mind the time," said the first speaker,
" when she would have done the same, and
made rare fun of it afterwards."
" Ay, that she would," rejoined the other ;
" she had a merry heart. A many many beau
tiful corpses she laid out, as nice and neat as
wax-work. My old eyes have seen them—ay,
and these old hands touched them too; for I
have helped her scores of times."
Stretching forth her trembling fingers as
she spoke, the old creature shook them exultingly before her face, and fumbling in her
pocket brought out an old time-discoloured tin
snuff-box, from which she shook a few grains
into the outstretched palm of her companion,
and a few more into her own. While they were
thus employed, the matron, who had been im
patiently watching until the dying woman
should awaken from her stupor, joined them by
the fire, and sharply asked how long she was to
wait.
" Not long, mistress," replied the second
woman, looking up into her face. We have
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none of us long to wait for Death. Patience,
patience ! he'll be here soon enough for us
all."
" Hold your tongue, you doting idiot !" said
the matron, sternly. " You, Martha, tell me ;
has she been in this way before ?"
" Often," answered the first woman.
" But will never be again," added the second
one ; " that is, she'll never wake again but once
—and mind, mistress, that wont be for long."
" Long or short," said the matron, snap
pishly, " she wont find me here when she does,
and take care, both of you, how you worry me
again for nothing. It's no part of my duty to
see all the old women in the house die, and I
wont—that's more. Mind that, you impudent
old harridans. If you make a fool of me again,
I'll soon cure you, I warrant you !"
She was bouncing away, when a cry from the
two women, who had turned towards the bed,
caused her to look round. The sick woman
had raised herself upright, and was stretching
her arms towards them.
" Who's that ?" she cried, in a hollow voice.
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" Hush, hush !" said one of the women,
stooping over her—" lie down, lie down !"
" I'll never lie down again alive !" said the
woman, struggling. " I will tell her ! Come
here—nearer. Let me whisper in your ear."
She clutched the matron by the arm, and
forcing her into a chair by the bedside was about
to speak, when looking round, she caught sight
of the two old women bending forward in the
attitude of eager listeners.
" Turn them away," said the woman, drowsily ;
" make haste—make haste !"
The two old crones, chiming in together,
began pouring out many piteous lamentations
that the poor dear was too far gone to know her
best friends, and uttering sundry protestations
that they would never leave her, when the
superior pushed them from the room, closed
the door, and returned to the bedside. On
being excluded, the old ladies changed their
tone, and cried through the keyhole that old
Sally was drunk; which, indeed, was not un
likely, since, in addition to a moderate dose of
opium prescribed by the apothecary, she was
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labouring under the effects of a final taste of gin
and water which had been privily administered
in the openness of their hearts by the worthy
old ladies themselves.
" Now listen to me," said the dying woman,
aloud, as if making a great effort to revive one
latent spark of energy. " In this very room—
in this very bed—I once nursed a pretty young
creetur', that was brought into the house with
her feet cut and bruised with walking, and all
soiled with dust and blood. She gave birth to
a boy, and died. Let me think—what was the
year again ?"
" Never mind the year," said the impatient
auditor ; " what about her ?"
" Ay," murmured the sick woman, relapsing
into her former drowsy state, " what about her ?
—what about — I know!" she cried, jumping
fiercely up : her face flushed, and her eyes start
ing from her head—" I robbed her, so I did !
She wasn't cold—I tell you she wasn't cold,
when I stole it !"
" Stole what, for God's sake?" cried the
VOL. II.
E
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matron, with a gesture as if she would call for
help.
" It!" replied the woman, laying her hand
over the other's mouth—" the only thing she
had. She wanted clothes to keep her warm,
and food to eat ; but she had kept it safe, and
had it in her bosom. It was gold, I tell you !
—rich gold, that might have saved her life !"
" Gold !" echoed the matron, bending eagerly
over the woman as she fell back. " Go on, go
on—yes—what of it ? Who was the mother ?
—when was it ?"
" She charged me to keep it safe," replied the
woman, with a groan, " and trusted me as the
only woman about her. I stole it in my heart
when she first shewed it me hanging round her
neck ; and the child's death, perhaps, is on me
besides ! They would have treated him better
if they had known it all !"
" Known what ?" asked the other. " Speak !"
" The boy grew so like his mother," said the
woman, rambling on, and not heeding the ques
tion, " that I could never forget it when I saw
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his face. Poor girl ! poor girl !—she was so
young, too! — such a gentle lamb! —Wait;
there's more to tell. I have not told you all,
have I?"
" No, no," replied the matron, inclining her
head to catch the words as they came more
faintly from the dying woman.—" Be quick, or
it may be too late !"
" The mother," said the woman, making a
more violent effort than before—" the mother,
when the pains of death first came upon her,whis
pered in my ear that if her baby was born alive,
and thrived, the day might come when it would
not feel so much disgraced to hear its poor young
mother named. ' And oh, my God !' she said,
folding her thin hands together, ' whether it be
boy or girl, raise up some friends for it in this
troubled world, and take pity upon a lonely, de
solate child, abandoned to its mercy !' "
" The boy's name ?" demanded the matron.
" They called him Oliver," replied the woman,
feebly. " The gold I stole was
"
" Yes, yes—what ?" cried the other.
She was bending eagerly over the woman to
e 2
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hear her reply, but drew back instinctively as
she once again rose slowly and stiffly into a
sitting posture, and, clutching the coverlid with
both hands, muttered some indistinct sounds in
her throat, and fell lifeless on the bed.
*
*
♦
*
" Stone dead !" said one of the old women,
hurrying in as soon as the door was opened.
" And nothing to tell, after all," rejoined the
matron, walking carelessly away.
The two crones were, to all appearance, too
busily occupied in the preparations for their
dreadful duties to make any reply, and were left
alone hovering about the body.
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CHAPTER XXV.
WHEREIN THIS HISTORY REVERTS TO MR. FAGIN AND
COMPANY.
While these things were passing in the
country workhouse, Mr. Fagin sat in the old
den—the same from which Oliver had been re
moved by the girl—brooding over a dull smoky
fire. He held a pair of bellows upon his knee,
with which he had apparently been endeavour
ing to rouse it into more cheerful action ; but
he had fallen into deep thought, and with his
arms folded upon them, and his chin resting on
his thumbs, fixed his eyes abstractedly on the
rusty bars.
At a table behind him sat the Artful Dodger,
Master Charles Bates, and Mr. Chitling, all
intent upon a game of whist ; the Artful taking
dummy against Master Bates and Mr. Chitling.
The countenance of the first-named gentleman,
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peculiarly intelligent at all times, acquired great
additional interest from his close observance of
the game, and his attentive perusal of Mr. Chitling's hand, upon which, from time to time, as
occasion served, he bestowed a variety of ear
nest glances, wisely regulating his own play by
the result of his observations upon his neigh
bour's cards. It being a cold night, the Dodger
wore his hat, as, indeed, was often his custom
within doors. He also sustained a clay pipe
between his teeth, which he only removed for
a brief space when he deemed it necessary to
apply for refreshment to a quart-pot upon the
table, which stood ready filled with gin and
water for the accommodation of the company.
Master Bates was also attentive to the play;
but being of a more excitable nature than his
accomplished friend, it was observable that he
more frequently applied himself to the gin and
water, and moreover indulged in many jests
and irrelevant remarks, all highly unbecoming a
scientific rubber. Indeed, the Artful, presuming
upon their close attachment, more than once
took occasion to reason gravely with his com
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pardon upon these improprieties: all of which
remonstrances Master Bates took in extremely
good part, merely requesting his friend to be
" blowed," or to insert his head in a sack, or re
plying with some other neatly-turned witticism
of a similar kind, the happy application of which
excited considerable admiration in the mind of
Mr. Chitling. It was remarkable that the latter
gentleman and his partner invariably lost, and
that the circumstance, so far from angering
Master Bates, appeared to afford him the
highest amusement, inasmuch as he laughed
most uproariously at the end of every deal, and
protested that he had never seen such a jolly
game in all his born days.
" That's two doubles and the rub," said Mr.
Chitling, with a very long face, as he drew halfa-crown from his waistcoat-pocket. "I never
see such a feller as you, Jack ; you win every
thing. Even when we've good cards, Charley
and I can't make nothing of 'em."
Either the matter or manner of this remark,
which was made very ruefully, delighted Charley
Bates so much, that his consequent shout of
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laughter roused the Jew from his reverie, and
induced him to inquire what was the matter.
"Matter, Fagan!" cried Charley. "I wish
you had watched a play. Tommy Chitling
hasn't won the point, and I went partners with
him against the Artful and dum."
" Ay, ay !" said the Jew, with a grin, which
sufficiently demonstrated that he was at no loss
to understand the reason. "Try 'em again,
Tom ; try 'em again."
" No more of it for me, thankee, Fagin," re
plied Mr. Chitling ; " I've had enough. That
'ere Dodger has such a run of luck that there's
no standing again' him."
"Ha! ha! my dear," replied the Jew, "you
must get up very early in the morning to win
against the Dodger."
" Morning !" said Charley Bates ; " you must
put your boots on overnight, and have a tele
scope at each eye, and a opera-glass between
your shoulders, if you want to come over him."
Mr. Dawkins received these handsome com
pliments with much philosophy, and offered to
cut any gentleman in company for the first
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picture-card, at a shilling a time. Nobody ac
cepting the challenge, and his pipe being by
this time smoked out, he proceeded to amuse
himself by sketching a ground-plan of Newgate
on the table with the piece of chalk which had
served him in lieu of counters ; whistling mean
time with peculiar shrillness.
" How precious dull you are, Tommy !" said
the Dodger, stopping short when there had been
a long silence, and addressing Mr. Chitling.
" What do you think he's thinking of, Fagin ?"
" How should I know, my dear ?" replied the
Jew, looking round as he plied the bellows.
" About his losses, maybe ; or the little retire
ment in the country that he's just left, eh ?—
Ha ! ha ! Is that it, my dear ?"
" Not a bit of it," replied the Dodger, stop
ping the subject of discourse as Mr. Chitling
was about to reply. " What do you say,
Charley?"
" I should say," replied Master Bates, with a
grin, " that he was uncommon sweet upon
Betsy. See how he's a-blushing ! Oh, my eye !
here's a merry-go-rounder ! — Tommy Chit
e3
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ling's in love! — Oh, Fagin, Fagin ! what a
spree !"
Thoroughly overpowered with the notion of
Mr. Chitling being the victim of the tender
passion, Master Bates threw himself back in
his chair with such violence that he lost his
balance, and pitched over upon the floor, where
(the accident abating nothing of his merriment)
he lay at full length till his laugh was over,
when he resumed his former position and began
another.
" Never mind him, my dear," said the Jew,
winking at Mr. Dawkins, and giving Master
Bates a reproving tap with the nozzle of the
bellows. " Betsy's a fine girl. Stick up to
her, Tom : stick up to her."
" What I mean to say, Fagin," replied Mr.
Chitling, very red in the face, " is, that that
isn't anything to anybody here."
" No more it is," replied the Jew ; " Charley
will talk. Don't mind him, my dear ; don't
mind him. Betsy's a fine girl. Do as she
bids you, Tom, and y6u'll make your fortune."
" So I do do as she bids me," replied Mr.
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Chitling ; " I shouldn't have been milled if it
hadn't been for her advice. But it turned out
a good job for you, didn't it, Fagin ? And
what's six weeks of it? It must come some
time or another ; and why not in the winter
time when you don't want to go out a-walking
so much : eh, Fagin ?"
" Ah, to be sure, my dear," replied the
Jew.
" You wouldn't mind it again, Tom, would
you," asked the Dodger, winking upon Charley
and the Jew, " if Bet was all right ?"
" I mean to say that I shouldn't," replied
Tom, angrily ; " there, now ! Ah ! Who'll say
as much as that, I should like to know ; eh,
Fagin ?"
" Nobody, my dear," replied the Jew ;
" not a soul, Tom. I don't know one of 'em
that would do it besides you ; not one of 'em,
my dear."
" I might have got clear off if I'd split upon
her ; mighn't I, Fagin ?" angrily pursued the
poor half-witted dupe. " A word from me
would have done it ; wouldn't it, Fagin ?"
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" To be sure it would, my dear," replied the
Jew.
" But I didn't blab it, did I, Fagin ?" de
manded Tom, pouring question upon question
with great volubility.
" No, no, to be sure," replied the Jew ; " you
were too stout-hearted for that,—a -deal too
stout, my dear."
" Perhaps I was," rejoined Tom, looking
round ; " and if I was, what's to laugh at in
that ; eh, Fagin ?"
The Jew, perceiving that Mr. Chitling was
considerably roused, hastened to assure him
that nobody was laughing, and, to prove the
gravity of the company, appealed to Master
Bates, the principal offender ; but unfortunately
Charley, in opening his mouth to reply that he
was never more serious in his life, was unable
to prevent the escape of such a violent roar
that the abused Mr. Chitling, without any pre
liminary ceremonies rushed across the room,
and aimed a blow at the offender, who, being
skilful in evading pursuit, ducked to avoid it,
and chose his time so well that it lighted on

OLIVER TWIST.

85

the chest of the merry old gentleman, and
caused him to stagger to the wall, where he
stood panting for breath, while Mr. Chitling
looked on in intense dismay.
" Hark !" cried the Dodger at this moment,
" I heard the tinkler." Catching up the light,
he crept softly up stairs.
The bell rang again with some impatience
while the party were in darkness. After a
short pause, the Dodger reappeared, and whis
pered Fagin mysteriously.
" What !" cried the Jew, " alone ?"
The Dodger nodded in the affirmative, and,
shading the flame of the candle with his hand,
gave Charley Bates a private intimation in
dumb show that he had better not be funny
just then.
Having performed this friendly
office, he fixed his eyes on the Jew's face and
awaited his directions.
The old man bit his yellow fingers, and me
ditated for some seconds ; his face working with
agitation the while, as if he dreaded something,
and feared to know the worst. At length he
raised his head.
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" Where is he ?" he asked.
The Dodger pointed to the floor above, and
made a gesture as if to leave the room.
" Yes," said the Jew, answering the mute
inquiry ; " bring him down. Hush !—Quiet,
Charley !—gently, Tom ! Scarce, scarce !"
This brief direction to Charley Bates and his
recent antagonist to retire, was softly and im
mediately obeyed. There was no sound of
their whereabout when the Dodger descended
the stairs bearing the light in his hand, and
followed by a man in a coarse smock-frock,
who, after casting a hurried glance round the
room, pulled off a large wrapper which had
concealed the lower portion of his face, and dis
closed—all haggard, unwashed, and unshaven,
the features of flash Toby Crackit.
" How are you, Fagey?" said the worthy,
nodding to the Jew. " Pop that shawl away in
my castor, Dodger, so that I may know where
to find it when I cut ; that's the time of day !
You'll be a fine young cracksman afore the old
file now."
With these words he pulled up the smock

OLIVER TWIST.

87

frock, and, winding it round his middle, drew a
chair to the fire, and placed his feet upon the
hob.
" See there, Fagey," he said, pointing dis
consolately to his top-boots ; " not a drop of
Day and Martin since you know when ; not a
bubble of blacking, by
! but don't look at
me in that way, man. All in good time ; I
can't talk about business till I've eat and
drank, so produce the sustainance, and let's
have a quiet fill-out for the first time these
three days !"
The Jew motioned to the Dodger to place
what eatables there were upon the table ; and,
seating himself opposite the housebreaker,
waited his leisure.
To judge from appearances, Toby was by no
means in a hurry to open the conversation.
At first the Jew contented himself with pa
tiently watching his countenance, as if to gain
from its expression some clue to the intelli
gence he brought; but in vain. He looked
tired and worn, but there was the same com
placent repose upon his features that they
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always wore, and through dirt, and beard, and
whisker, there still shone unimpaired the selfsatisfied smirk of flash Toby Crackit. Then
the Jew in an agony of impatience watched
every morsel he put into his mouth, pacing up
and down the room meanwhile in irrepressible
excitement. It was all of no use. Toby con
tinued to eat with the utmost outward indiffer
ence until he could eat no more ; and then,
ordering the Dodger out, closed the door, mixed
a glass of spirits and water, and composed him
self for talking.
" First and foremost, Fagey," said Toby.
" Yes, yes !" interposed the Jew, drawing
up his chair.
Mr. Crackit stopped to take a draught of spi
rits and water, and to declare that the gin was
excellent ; and then, placing his feet against the
low mantelpiece, so as to bring his boots to
about the level of his eye, quietly resumed,
" First and foremost, Fagey," said the house
breaker, " how's Bill ?"
" What !" screamed the Jew, starting from
his seat.
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" Why, you don't mean to say
" began
Toby, turning pale.
" Mean !" cried the Jew, stamping furiously
on the ground. " Where are they ?—Sikes and
the boy—where are they ?—where have they
been ?—where are they hiding ?—why have they
not been here ?"
" The crack failed," said Toby, faintly.
" I know it," replied the Jew, tearing a news
paper from his pocket, and pointing to it.
" What more ?"
" They fired and hit the boy. We cut over
the fields at the back with him between us—
straight as the crow flies—through hedge and
ditch. They gave chase. D—me ! the whole
country was awake, and the dogs upon us."
" The boy !" gasped the Jew.
" Bill had him on his back, and scudded like
the wind. We stopped to take him again
between us ; his head hung down, and he was
cold. They were close upon our heels : every
man for himself, and each from the gallows.
We parted company, and left the youngster
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lying in a ditch. Alive or dead, that's all I
know of him."
The Jew stopped to hear no more; but
uttering a loud yell, and twining his hands in
his hair, rushed from the room and from the
house.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
IN WHICH A MYSTERIOUS CHARACTER APPEARS UPON THE
SCENE, AND MANY THINGS INSEPARABLE FROM THIS
HISTORY ARE DONE AND PERFORMED.
The old man had gained the street comer
before he began to recover the effect of Toby
Crackit's intelligence. He had relaxed nothing
of his unusual speed, but was still pressing on
ward in the same wild and disordered manner,
when the sudden dashing past of a carriage, and
a boisterous cry from the foot-passengers, who
saw his danger, drove him back upon the pave
ment. Avoiding as much as possible all the
main streets, and skulking only through the
byways and alleys, he at length emerged on
Snow Hill. Here he walked even faster than
before; nor did he linger until he had again
turned into a court, when, as if conscious that
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he was now in his proper element, he fell into
his usual shuffling pace, and seemed to breathe
more freely.
Near to the spot on which Snow Hill and
Holborn Hill meet, there opens, upon the right
hand as you come out of the city, a narrow and
dismal alley leading to Saffron Hill. In its
filthy shops are exposed for sale huge bunches
of second-hand silk handkerchiefs, of all sizes
and patterns—for here reside the traders who
purchase them from pickpockets. Hundreds of
these handkerchiefs hang dangling from pegs
outside the windows, or flaunting from the
door-posts; and the shelves within are piled
with them. Confined as the limits of Field
Lane are, it has its barber, its coffee-shop, its
beer-shop, and its fried-fish warehouse. It is a
commercial colony of itself, the emporium of
petty larceny, visited at early morning and setting-in of dusk by silent merchants, who traffic
in dark back-parlours, and go as strangely as
they come. Here the clothesman, the shoevamper, and the rag-merchant, display their
goods as sign-boards to the petty thief; and
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stores of old iron and bones, and heaps of mil
dewy fragments of woollen-stuff and linen, rust
and rot in the grimy cellars.
It was into this place that the Jew turned.
He was well known to the sallow denizens of
the lane, for such of them as were on the look
out to buy or sell nodded familiarly as he passed
along. He replied to their salutations in the
same way, but bestowed no closer recognition
until he reached the further end of the alley,
when he stopped to address a salesman of small
stature, who had squeezed as much of his per
son into a child's chair as the chair would hold,
and was smoking a pipe at his warehouse
door.
" Why, the sight of you, Mr. Fagin, would
cure the hoptalmy !" said this respectable trader,
in acknowledgment of the Jew's inquiry after
his health.
" The neighbourhood was a little too hot,
Lively," said Fagin, elevating his eyebrows,
and crossing his hands upon his shoulders.
" Well ! I've heerd that complaint of it once
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or twice before," replied the trader ; " but it
soon cools down again ; don't you find it so ?"
Fagin nodded in the affirmative, and pointing
in the direction of Saffron Hill, inquired whe
ther any one was up yonder to-night.
" At the Cripples ?" inquired the man.
The Jew nodded.
" Let me see," pursued the merchant, re
flecting. " Yes ; there's some half-dozen of
'em gone in that I knows. I don't think your
friend's there."
" Sikes is not, I suppose ?" inquired the Jew,
with a disappointed countenance.
" Non istwentus, as the lawyers say," replied
the little man, shaking his head, and looking
amazingly sly. " Have you got anything in
my line to-night ?"
" Nothing to-night," said the Jew, turning
away.
" Are you going up to the Cripples, Fagin?"
cried the little man, calling after him. " Stop!
I don't mind if I have a drop there with
you !"
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But as the Jew, looking back, waved his hand
to intimate that he preferred being alone ; and,
moreover, as the little man could not very easily
disengage himself from the chair, the sign of the
Cripples was, for a time, bereft of the advan
tage of Mr. Lively's presence. By the time he
had got upon his legs the Jew had disappeared;
so Mr. Lively, after ineffectually standing on
tiptoe, in the hope of catching sight of him,
again forced himself into the little chair, and,
exchanging a shake of the head with a lady in
the opposite shop, in which doubt and mistrust
were plainly mingled, resumed his pipe with a
grave demeanour.
The Three Cripples, or rather the Cripples,
which was the sign by which the establishment
was familiarly known to its patrons, was the
same public-house in which Mr. Sikes and his
dog have already figured. Merely making a
sign to a man in the bar, Fagin walked straight
up stairs, and opening the door of a room, and
softly insinuating himself into the chamber,
looked anxiously about, shading his eyes with
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his hand, as if in search of some particular
person.
The room was illuminated by two gas-lights,
the glare of which was prevented by the barred
shutters and closery-drawn curtains of faded red
from being visible outside. The ceiling was
blackened to prevent its colour being injured
by the flaring of the lamps ; and the place was
so full of dense tobacco-smoke, that at first it
was scarcely possible to discern anything fur
ther. By degrees, however, as some of it
cleared away through the open door, an assem
blage of heads, as confused as the noises that
greeted the ear, might be made out ; and as the
eye grew more accustomed to the scene, the
spectator gradually became aware of the pre
sence of a numerous company, male and female,
crowded round a long table, at the upper end of
which sat a chairman with a hammer of office
in his hand, while a [professional gentleman,
with a bluish nose and his face tied up for the
benefit of a toothache, presided at a jingling
piano in a remote corner.
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As Fagin stepped softly in, the professional
gentleman, running over the keys by way of
prelude, occasioned a general cry of order for a
song; which having subsided, a young lady
proceeded to entertain the company with a
ballad in four verses, between each of which
the accompanyist played the melody all through
as loud as he could. When this was over, the
chairman gave a sentiment ; after which, the
professional gentlemen on the chairman's right
and left volunteered a duet, and sang it with
great applause.
It was curious to observe some faces which
stood out prominently from among the group.
There was the chairman himself, (the landlord of
the house,) a coarse, rough, heavy-built fellow,
who, while the songs were proceeding, rolled
his eyes hither and, thither, and, seeming to give
himself up to joviality, had an eye for every
thing that was done, and an ear for everything
that was said—and sharp ones, too. Near him
were the singers, receiving, with professional in
difference, the compliments of the company,
and applying themselves in turn to a dozen
VOL. II.
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proffered glasses of spirits and water tendered
by their more boisterous admirers, whose coun
tenances, expressive of almost every vice in
almost every grade, irresistibly attracted the
attention by their very repulsiveness.
Cun
ning, ferocity, and drunkenness in all its stages,
were there in their strongest aspects ; and
women—some with the last lingering tinge of
their early freshness almost fading as you
looked, and others with every mark and stamp
of their sex utterly beaten out, and presenting
but one loathsome blank of profligacy and
crime — some mere girls, others but young
women, and none past the prime of life —
formed the darkest and saddest portion of this
dreary picture.
Fagin, troubled by no grave emotions, looked
eagerly from face to face while these proceed
ings were in progress, but, apparently, without
meeting that of which he was in search. Suc
ceeding, at length, in catching the eye of the
man who occupied the chair, he beckoned to
him slightly, and left the room as quietly as he
had entered it.
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"What can I do for you, Mr. Fagin?" inr
quired the man, as he followed him out to the
landing. " Wont you join us ? They'll be
delighted, every one of 'em."
The Jew shook his head impatiently, and
said in a whisper, " Is he here ?"
" No," replied the man.
" And no news of Barney ?" inquired Fagin.
" None," replied the landlord of the Cripples ;
for it was he. " He wont stir till it's all safe.
Depend on it that they're on the scent down
there, and that if he moved he'd blow upon the
thing at once. He's all right enough, Barney
is, else I should have heard of him. I'll pound
it that Barney's managing properly. Let him
alone for that."
" Will he be here to-night ?" asked the Jew,
laying the same emphasis on the pronoun as
before.
" Monks, do you mean ?" inquired the land
lord, hesitating.
« Hush V said the Jew. « Yes."
" Certain," replied the man, drawing a gold
watch from his fob ; " I expected him here
F 2
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be—
" No, no," said the Jew, hastily, as though,
however desirous he might be to see the person
in question, he was nevertheless relieved by his
absence. " Tell him I came here to see him,
and that he must come to me to-night ; no, say
to-morrow. As he is not here, to-morrow will
be time enough."
" Good !" said the man. " Nothing more ?"
" Not a word now," said the Jew, descending
the stairs.
" I say," said the other, looking over the rails,
and speaking in a hoarse whisper ; " what a
time this would be for a sell ! I've got Phil
Barker here, so drunk that a boy might take
him."
" Aha ! But it's not Phil Barker's time,"
said the Jew, looking up. " Phil has something
more to do before we can afford to part with
him ; so go back to the company, my dear, and
tell them to lead merry lives—while they last.
Ha! ha! ha!"
The landlord reciprocated the old man's
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laugh, and returned to his guests. The Jew
was no sooner alone, than his countenance re
sumed its former expression of anxiety and
thought. After a brief reflection, he called a
hack-cabriolet, and bade the man drive towards
Bethnal Green. He dismissed him within some
quarter of a mile of Mr. Sikes's residence, and
performed the short remainder of the distance
on foot.
" Now," muttered the Jew, as he knocked at
the door, " if there is any deep play here, I shall
have it out of you, my girl, cunning as you are."
She was in her room, the woman said; so
Fagin crept softly up stairs, and entered it
without any previous ceremony. The girl was
alone, lying with her head upon the table, and
her hair straggling over it.
" She has been drinking," thought the Jew,
coolly, " or perhaps she is only miserable."
The old man turned to close the door as he
made this reflection, and the noise thus occa
sioned roused the girl. She eyed his crafty
face narrowly, as she inquired whether there was
any news, and listened to his recital of Toby
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Crackit's story. When it was concluded, she
sunk into her former attitude, but spoke not a
word. She pushed the candle impatiently
away, and once or twice, as she feverishly
changed her position, shuffled her feet upon the
ground ; but this was all.
During this silence, the Jew looked restlessly
about the room, as if to assure himself that
there were no appearances of Sikes having
covertly returned. Apparently satisfied with
his inspection, he coughed twice or thrice, and
made as many efforts to open a conversation ;
but the girl heeded him no more than if he had
been made of stone. At length he made an
other attempt, and, rubbing his hands together,
said, in his most conciliatory tone,
" And where should you think Bill was now,
my dear—eh ?"
The girl moaned out some scarcely intelli
gible reply, that she could not tell, and seemed,
from the half-smothered noise that escaped her,
to be crying.
" And the boy, too," said the Jew, straining
his eyes to catch a glimpse of her face. " Poor
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leetle child! — left in a ditch, Nance; only
think!"
" The child," said the girl, suddenly looking
up, " is better where he is than among us :
and if no harm comes to Bill from it, I hope he
lies dead in the ditch, and that his young bones
may rot there."
" What H cried the Jew, in amazement.
"Ay, I do," returned the girl, meeting his
gaze. " I shall be glad to have him away from
my eyes, and to know that the worst is over.
I can't bear to have him about me. The sight
of him turns me against myself and all of
you."
" Pooh !" said the Jew, scornfully. " You're
drunk, girl."
" Am I ?" cried the girl, bitterly. " It's no
fault of yours if I am not ! you'd never have
me anything else if you had your will, except
now; — the humour doesn't suit you, doesn't
it?"
"No!" rejoined the Jew, furiously.
does not."

"It
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" Change it, then !" responded the girl, with a
laugh.
" Change it !" exclaimed the Jew, exaspe
rated beyond all bounds by his companion's
unexpected obstinacy, and the vexation of the
night, " I will change it ! Listen to me, you
drab! listen to me, who with six words can
strangle Sikes as surely as if I had his bull's
throat between my fingers now. If he comes
back, and leaves that boy behind him,—if he
gets off free, and, dead or alive, fails to restore
him to me, murder him yourself if you would
have him escape Jack Ketch, and do it the mo
ment he sets foot in this room, or, mind me, it
will be too late !"
" What is all this ?" cried the girl, involun
tarily.
" What is it ?" pursued Fagin, mad with rage.
" This —When the boy's worth hundreds of
pounds to me, am I to lose what chance threw
me in the way of getting safely, through the
whims of a drunken gang that I could whistle
away the lives of, — and me bound, too, to a
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born devil that only wants the will, and has got
the power to, to
"
Panting for breath, the old man stammered
for a word, and in that one instant checked the
torrent of his wrath, and changed his whole
demeanour. A moment before, his clenched
hands grasped the air, his eyes had dilated, and
his face grown livid with passion ; but now he
shrunk into a chair, and, cowering together,
trembled with the apprehension of having him
self disclosed some hidden villany. After a
short silence, he ventured to look round at his
companion, and appeared somewhat reassured
on beholding her in the same listless attitude
from which he had first roused her.
" Nancy, dear!" croaked the Jew, in his usual
voice. " Did you mind me, dear ?"
" Don't worry me, now, Fagin !" replied the
girl, raising her head languidly. " If Bill has
not done it this time, he will another. He has
done many a good job for you, and will do
many more when he can ; and when he can't,
he wont ; so no more about that."
" Regarding this boy, my dear?" said the
f3
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Jew, rubbing the palms of his hands nervously
together.
" The boy must take his chance with the
rest," interrupted Nancy, hastily ; " and I say
again, I hope he is dead, and out of harm's
way, and out of yours,—that is, if Bill comes
to no harm, and if Toby got clear off, he's
pretty sure to, for he's worth two of him any
time."
" And about what I was saying, my dear?"
observed the Jew, keeping his glistening eye
steadily upon her.
" You must say it all over again if it's any
thing you want me to do," rejoined Nancy:
" and if it is, you had better wait till to-mor
row. You put me up for a minute, but now
I'm stupid again."
Fagin put several other questions, all with
the same drift of ascertaining whether the girl
had profited by his unguarded hints ; but she
answered them so readily, and was withal so
utterly unmoved by his searching looks, that
his original impression of her being more
than a trifle in liquor was fully confirmed.
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Nancy, indeed, was not exempt from a failing
which was very common among the Jew's
female pupils, and in which, in their tenderer
years, they were rather encouraged than checked.
Her disordered appearance, and a wholesale
perfume of Geneva which pervaded the apart
ment, afforded strong confirmatory evidence of
the justice of the Jew's supposition ; and when,
after indulging in the temporary display of vio
lence above described, she subsided, first into
dulness, and afterwards into a compound of
feelings, under the influence of which she shed
tears one minute, and in the next gave utter
ance to various exclamations of " Never say
die !" and divers calculations as to what might
be the amount of the odds so long as a lady or
gentleman were happy, Mr. Fagin, who had
had considerable experience of such matters in
his time, saw, with great satisfaction, that she
was very far gone indeed.
Having eased his mind by this discovery, and
accomplished his twofold object of imparting to
the girl what he had that night heard, and
ascertaining with his own eyes that Sikes had
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not returned, Mr. Fagin again turned his face
homeward, leaving his young friend asleep with
her head upon the table.
It was within an hour of midnight, and the
weather being dark and piercing cold, he had
no: great temptation to loiter. The sharp wind
that scoured the streets seemed to have cleared
them of passengers as of dust and mud, for few
people were abroad, and they were to all ap
pearance hastening fast home. It blew from
the right quarter for the Jew, however, and
straight before it he went, trembling and shiver
ing as every fresh gust drove him rudely on his
way.
He had reached the corner of his own street,
and was already fumbling in his pocket for the
door-key, when a dark figure emerged from a
projecting entrance which lay in deep shadow,
and, crossing the road, glided up to him unperceived.
" Fagin !" whispered a voice close to his
ear.
" Ah !" said the Jew, turning quickly round,
" is that
"
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"Yes!" interrupted the stranger, harshly.
" I have been lingering here these two hours.
Where the devil have you been?"
" On your business, my dear," replied the
Jew, glancing uneasily at his companion, and
slackening his pace as he spoke. " On your
business all night."
" Oh, of course ! " said the stranger, with a
sneer. " Well ; and what's come of- it ? "
" Nothing good," said the Jew.
"Nothing bad, I hope?" said the stranger,
stopping short, and turning a startled look upon
his companion.
The Jew shook his head, and was about to
reply, when the stranger, interrupting him, mo
tioned to the house before which they had
by this time arrived, and remarked, that he had
better say what he had got to say under cover,
for his blood was chilled with standing about so
long, and the wind blew through him.
Fagin looked as if he could have willingly
excused himself from taking home a visiter at
that unseasonable hour, and muttered something
about having no fire; but his companion re
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peating his request in a peremptory manner, he
unlocked the door, and requested him to close
it softly, while he got a light.
" It's as dark as the grave," said the man,
groping forward a few steps. " Make haste. I
hate this!"
" Shut the door," whispered Fagin from the
end of the passage. As he spoke, it closed
with a loud noise.
" That wasn't my doing," said the other
man, feeling his way. " The wind blew it to,
or it shut of its own accord ; one or the other.
Look sharp with the light, or I shall knock my
brains out against something in this confounded
hole."
Fagin stealthily descended the kitchen stairs,
and, after a short absence, returned with a
lighted candle, and the intelligence that Toby
Crackit was asleep in the back-room below,
and the boys in the front one. Beckoning the
other man to follow him, he led the way up
stairs.
" We can say the few words we've got to say
in here, my dear," said the Jew, throwing open
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a door on the first floor ; " and as there are
holes in the shutters, and we never shew lights
to our neighbours, we'll set the candle on the
stairs. There!"
With these words, the Jew, stooping down,
placed the candle on an upper flight of stairs,
exactly opposite the room door, and led the
way into the apartment, which was destitute of
all moveables save a broken arm-chair, and an
old couch or sofa without covering, which
stood behind the door. Upon this piece of
furniture the stranger flung himself with the air
of a weary man, and the Jew drawing up the
arm-chair opposite, they sat face to face. It was
not quite dark, for the door was partially open,
and the candle outside threw a feeble reflection
on the opposite wall.
They conversed for some time in whispers ;
although nothing of the conversation was dis
tinguishable beyond a few disjointed words here
and there; a listener might easily have per
ceived that Fagin appeared to be defending
himself against some remarks of the stranger,
and that the latter was in a state of considerable
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irritation. They might have been talking thus
for a quarter of an hour or more, when Monks
—by which name the Jew had designated
the strange man several times in the course
of their colloquy—said, raising his voice a little,
" I tell you again it was badly planned. Why
not have kept him here among the rest, and
made a sneaking, snivelling pickpocket of him
at once ?"
" Only hear him !" exclaimed the Jew,
shrugging his shoulders.
" Why, do you mean to say you couldn't
have done it if you had chosen ?" demanded
Monks, sternly. " Haven't you done it with
other boys scores of times ? If you had had
patience for a twelvemonth, at most, couldn't
you have got him convicted and sent safely out
of the kingdom, perhaps for life ?"
" Whose turn would that have served, my
dear?" inquired the Jew, humbly.
" Mine," replied Monks.
" But not mine," said the Jew, submissively.
" He might have become of use to me. When
there are two parties to a bargain, it is only
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reasonable that the interest of both should be
consulted ; is it, my good friend ?"
" What then ?" demanded Monks, sulkily.
"I saw it was not easy to train him to the
business," replied the Jew; "he was not like
other boys in the same circumstances."
"Curse him, no!" muttered the man, "or
he would have been a thief long ago."
" I had no hold upon him to make him
worse," pursued the Jew, anxiously watching
the countenance of Ids companion. " His hand
was not in; I had nothing to frighten him
with, which we always must have in the be
ginning, or we labour in vain. What could I
do ? Send him out with the Dodger and Char
ley ? We had enough of that at first, my dear ;
I trembled for us all."
" That was not my doing," observed Monks.
" No, no, my dear !" renewed the Jew, " and
I don't quarrel with it now, because, if it had
never happened, you might never have clapped
eyes upon the boy to notice him", and so led to
the discovery that it was him you were looking
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for. Well ; I got him back for you by means
of the girl, and then she begins to favour
him."
"Throttle the girl!" said Monks, impa
tiently.
" Why, we can't afford to do that just now,
my dear," replied the Jew, smiling ; " and, be
sides, that sort of thing is not in our way, or
one of these days I might be glad to have it
done. I know what these girls are, Monks,
well. As soon as the boy begins to harden,
she'll care no more for him than for a block of
wood. You want him made a thief: if he is
alive, I can make him one from this time ; and
if—if—" said the Jew, drawing nearer to the
other,—"it's not likely, mind,—but if the
worst comes to the worst, and he is dead
"
" It's no fault of mine if he is !" interposed
the other man, with a look of terror, and clasp
ing the Jew's arm with trembling hands. " Mind
that, Fagin ; I had no hand in it. Anything
but his death, I told you from the first. I wont
shed blood ; it's always found out, and haunts a
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man besides. If they shot him dead, I was not
the cause ; do you hear me ? Fire this infernal
den !—what's that ?"
" What !" cried the Jew, grasping the coward
round the body with both arms as he sprung to
his feet. "Where?"
"Yonder!" replied the man, glaring at the
opposite wall. " The shadow—I saw the sha
dow of a woman, in a cloak and bonnet, pass
along the wainscot like a breath !"
The Jew released his hold, and they rushed
tumultuously from the room. The candle,
wasted by the draught, was standing where it
had been placed, and shewed them the empty
staircase, and their own white faces. They list
ened intently, but a profound silence reigned
throughout the house.
" It's your fancy," said the Jew, taking up
the light, and turning to his companion.
" I'll swear I saw it !" replied Monks, trem
bling violently. " It was bending forward when
I saw it first, and when I spoke it darted
away."
The Jew glanced contemptuously at the pale
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face of his associate, and, telling him he could
follow if he pleased, ascended the stairs. They
looked into all the rooms ; they were cold,
bare, and empty. They descended into the pas
sage, and thence into the cellars below. The
green damp hung upon the low walls, and the
tracks of the snail and slug glistened in the
light; but all was still as death.
" What do you think now ?" said the
Jew, when they had regained the passage.
" Besides ourselves, there's not a creature in
the house except Toby and the boys, and
they're safe enough. See here !"
As a proof of the fact, the Jew drew forth
two keys from his pocket ; and explained, that
when he first went down stairs he had locked
them in, to prevent any intrusion on the con
ference.
This accumulated testimony effectually stag
gered Mr. Monks. His protestations had
gradually become less and less vehement as
they proceeded in their search without making
any discovery; and now he gave vent to several
very grim laughs, and confessed it could only
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have been his excited imagination. He declined
any renewal of the conversation, however, for
that night, suddenly remembering that it was
past one o'clock ; and so the amiable couple
parted.
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CHAPTER XXVI.
ATONES FOR THE UNPOLITENESS OF A FORMER CHAPTER,
WHICH DESERTED A LADY MOST UNCEREMONIOUSLY.
As it would be by no means seemly in an
humble author to keep so mighty a person
age as a beadle waiting with his back to the
fire, and the skirts of his coat gathered up
under his arms, until such time as it might suit
his pleasure to relieve him; and as it would
still less become his station, or his gallantry, to
involve in the same neglect a lady on whom
that beadle had looked with an eye of tender
ness and affection, and in whose ear he had
whispered sweet words, which, coming from
such a quarter, might well thrill the bosom of
maid or matron of whatsoever degree ; the
faithful historian whose pen traces these words,
trusting that he knows his place, and entertains
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a becoming reverence for those upon earth to
whom high and important authority is dele
gated, hastens to pay them that respect which
their position demands, and to treat them with all
that duteous ceremony which their exalted rank
and (by consequence) great virtues imperatively
claim at his hands. Towards this end, indeed,
he had purposed to introduce in this place a dis
sertation touching the divine right of beadles,
and elucidative of the position, that a beadle can
do no wrong, which could not fail to have been
both pleasurable and profitable to the rightminded reader, but which he is unfortunately
compelled, by want of time and space, to post
pone to some more convenient and fitting op
portunity; on the arrival of which, he will be
prepared to shew, that a beadle properly consti
tuted,—that is to say, a parochial beadle, at
tached to a parochial workhouse, and attending
in his official capacity the parochial church,—
is, in right and virtue of his office, possessed of
all the excellences and best qualities of hu
manity ; and that to none of those excellences
can mere companies' beadles, or court-of-law
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beadles, or even chapel-of-ease beadles (save the
last, and they in a very lowly and inferior de
gree), lay the remotest sustainable claim.
Mr. Bumble had recounted the tea-spoons,
re-weighed the sugar-tongs, made a closer in
spection of the milk-pot, and ascertained to a
nicety the exact condition of the furniture down
to the very horse-hair seats of the chairs ; and
had repeated each process full half-a-dozen
times, before he began to think that it was
time for Mrs. Corney to return. Thinking be
gets thinking ; and, as there were no sounds of
Mrs. Corney's approach, it occurred to Mr.
Bumble that it would be an innocent and vir
tuous way of spending the time, if he were fur
ther to allay his curiosity by a cursory glance at
the interior of Mrs Corney's chest of drawers.
Having listened at the keyhole to assure him
self that nobody was approaching the chamber,
Mr. Bumble, beginning at the bottom, pro
ceeded to make himself acquainted with the
contents of the three long drawers, which,
being filled with various garments of good
fashion and texture, carefully preserved between
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two layers of old newspapers, speckled with dried
lavender, seemed to yield him exceeding satis
faction. Arriving, in course of time, at the righthand corner drawer (in which was the key), and
beholding therein a small padlocked box, which,
being shaken, gave forth a pleasant sound, as of
the chinking of coin, Mr. Bumble returned with
a stately walk to the fireplace, and, resuming his
old attitude, said, with a grave and determined
air, " I'll do it !" He followed up this remark
able declaration by shaking his head in a waggish
manner for ten minutes, as though he were re
monstrating with himself for being such a plea
sant dog, and then took a view of his legs in
profile with much seeming pleasure and in
terest.
He was still placidly engaged in this latter
survey, when Mrs. Corney, hurrying into the
room, threw herself, in a breathless state, on a
chair by the fireside, and covering her eyes with
one hand, placed the other over her heart, and
gasped for breath.
" Mrs. Corney," said Mr. Bumble, stooping
vol. n.
G
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over the matron, " what is this, ma'am ? has
anything happened, ma'am ? Pray answer me ;
I'm on—on—" Mr. Bumble, in his alarm, could
not immediately think of the word " tenter
hooks," so he said, " broken bottles."
" Oh, Mr. Bumble !" cried the lady, " I have
been so dreadfully put out !"
" Put out, ma'am !" exclaimed Mr. Bumble ;
" who has dared to— ? I know !" said Mr.
Bumble, checking himself, with native majesty,
" this is them wicious paupers !"
" It's dreadful to think of!" said the lady,
shuddering.
" Then don't think of it, ma'am," rejoined
Mr. Bumble.
" I can't help it," whimpered the lady.
" Then take something, ma'am," said Mr.
Bumble, soothingly. " A little of the wine ?"
" Not for the world !" replied Mrs. Corney.
" I couldn't,—oh ! The top shelf in the righthand corner—oh !" Uttering these words, the
good lady pointed distractedly to the cupboard,
and underwent a convulsion from internal
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spasms. Mr. Bumble rushed to the closet, and,
snatching a pint green-glass bottle from the
shelf, thus incoherently indicated, filled a tea
cup with its contents, and held it to the lady's
lips.
" I'm better now," said Mrs. Corney, falling
back, after drinking half of it.
Mr. Bumble raised his eyes piously to the
ceiling in thankfulness, and, bringing them
down again to the brim of the cup, lifted it to
his nose.
" Peppermint," explained Mrs. Corney, in a
faint voice, smiling gently on the beadle as she
spoke. " Try it ; there's a little—a little some
thing else in it."
Mr. Bumble tasted the medicine with a
doubtful look; smacked his lips, took another
taste, and put the cup down empty.
" It is very comforting," said Mrs. Corney.
" Very much so indeed, ma'am," said the
beadle. As he spoke, he drew a chair beside
the matron, and tenderly inquired what had
happened to distress her.
g 2
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" Nothing," replied Mrs. Corney. "lama
foolish, excitable, weak creetur."
" Not weak, ma'am," retorted Mr. Bumble,
drawing bis chair a little closer. " Are you a
weak creetur, Mrs. Corney ?"
" We are all weak creeturs," said Mrs.
Corney, laying down a general principle.
(t So we are," said the beadle.
Nothing was said on either side for a minute
or two afterwards; and by the expiration of
that time, Mr. Bumble had illustrated the posi
tion by removing his left arm from the back of
Mrs. Corney's chair, where it had previously
rested, to Mrs. Corney's apron-string, round
which it gradually became intwined.
" We are all weak creeturs," said Mr. Bum
ble.
Mrs. Corney sighed.
" Dont sigh, Mrs, Corney," said Mr. Bum
ble.
" I can't help it," said Mrs. Corney. And
she sighed again.
" This is a very comfortable room, ma'am,"
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said Mr. Bumble, looking round. " Another
room and this, ma'am, would be a complete
thing."
" It would be too much for one," murmured
the lady.
" But not for two, ma'am," rejoined Mr.
Bumble, in soft accents. " Eh, Mrs. Corney ?"
Mrs. Corney drooped her head when the
beable said this, and the beadle drooped his to
get a view of Mrs. Corney's face. Mrs. Corney,
with great propriety, turned her head away, and
released her hand to get at her pocket-handker
chief, but insensibly replaced it in that of Mr.
Bumble.
" The board allow you coals, don't they, Mrs.
Corney?" inquired the beadle, affectionately
pressing her hand.
" And candles," replied Mrs. Corney, slightly
returning the pressure.
" Coals, candles, and house-rent free," said
Mr. Bumble. " Oh, Mrs. Corney, what a angel
you are !"
The lady was not proof against this burst of
feeling. She sunk into Mr. Bumble's arms ;
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and that gentleman, in his agitation, imprinted
a passionate kiss upon her chaste nose.
" Such porochial perfection !" exclaimed Mr.
Bumble, rapturously. " You know that Mr.
Slout is worse to-night, my fascinator?"
" Yes," replied Mrs. Corney, bashfully.
" He can't live a week, the doctor says,"
pursued, Mr. Bumble. " He is the master of
this establishment ; his death will cause a
wacancy ; that wacancy must be filled up. Oh
Mrs. Corney, what a prospect this opens !
What a opportunity for a joining of hearts and
housekeeping !"
Mrs. Corney sobbed.
« The little word?" said Mr. Bumble, bend
ing over the bashful beauty—" the one little,
little, little word, my blessed Corney ?"
" Ye —ye—yes !" sighed out the matron.
" One more," pursued the beadle ; " com
pose your darling feelings for only one more.
When is it to come off?"
Mrs. Corney twice essayed to speak, and
twice failed. At length, summoning up courage,
she threw her arms round Mr. Bumble's neck,
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and said, it might be as soon as ever he pleased,
and that he was " a irresistible duck."
Matters being thus amicably and satisfactorily
arranged, the contract was solemnly ratified in
another tea-cupful of the peppermint mixture,
which was rendered the more necessary by the
flutter and agitation of the lady's spirits. While
it was being disposed of, she acquainted Mr.
Bumble with the old woman's decease.
" Very good," said that gentleman, sipping
his peppermint. " I'll call at Sowerberry's as
I go home, and tell him to send to-morrow
morning. Was it that as frightened you,
love ?"
" It wasn't anything particular, dear," said
the lady, evasively.
" It must have been something, love," urged
Mr. Bumble. " Wont you tell your own B. ?"
" Not now," rejoined the lady ; " one of
these days,—after we're married, dear."
" After we're married !" exclaimed Mr. Bum
ble. " It wasn't any impudence from any of
them male paupers as
"
" No, no, love !" interposed the lady, hastily.
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" If I thought it was," continued Mr. Bum
ble,—" if I thought any one of 'em had dared
to lift his wulgar eyes to that lovely counte
nance
"
" They wouldn't have dared to do it, love,"
responded the lady.
" They had better not !" said Mr. Bumble,
clenching his fist. " Let me see any man,
porochial, or extra-porochial, as would presume
to do it, and I can tell him that he wouldn't do
it a second time !"
Unembellished by any violence of gesticula
tion, this might have sounded as no very high
compliment to the lady's charms ; but, as Mr.
Bumble accompanied the threat with many
warlike gestures, she was much touched with
this proof of his devotion, and protested, with
great admiration, that he was indeed a dove.
The dove then turned up his coat-collar, and
put on his cocked-hat, and having exchanged
a long and affectionate embrace with his future
partner, once again braved the cold wind of the
night ; merely pausing for a few minutes in the
male paupers' ward to abuse them a little, with
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the view of satisfying himself that he could fill
the office of workhouse-master with needful
acerbity. Assured of his qualifications, Mr.
Bumble left the building with a light heart and
bright visions of his future promotion, which
served to occupy his mind until he reached the
shop of the undertaker.
Now, Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry having gone
out to tea and supper, and Noah Claypole not
being at any time disposed to take upon himself
a greater amount of physical exertion than isv
necessary to a convenient performance of the
two functions of eating and drinking, the shop
was not closed, although it was past the usual
hour of shutting-up. Mr. Bumble tapped with
his cane on the counter several times ; but, at
tracting no attention, and beholding a light
shining through the glass-window of tke little
parlour, at the back of the shop, he maae bold
to peep in and see what was going forward;
and, when he saw what was going forward, he
was not a little surprised.
The cloth was laid for supper, and the table
was covered with bread and butter, plates, and
g 3
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glasses, a porter-pot, and a wine-bottle. At the
upper end of the table, Mr. Noah Claypole lolled
negligently in an easy-chair, with his legs thrown
over one of the arms, an open clasp-knife in one
hand, and a mass of buttered bread in the
other ; close beside him stood Charlotte, open
ing oysters from a barrel, which Mr. Claypole
condescended to swallow with remarkable
avidity. A more than ordinary redness in the
region of the young gentleman's nose, and a
kind Of fixed wink in his right eye, denoted that
he was in a slight degree intoxicated ; and these
symptoms were confirmed by the intense relish
with which he took his oysters, for which no
thing but a strong appreciation of their cooling
properties, in cases of internal fever, could have
sufficiently accounted.
" Here's a delicious fat one, Noah, dear !"
said Charlotte ; " try him, do ; only this one."
" What a delicious thing is a oyster !" re
marked Mr. Claypole, after he had swallowed it.
" What a pity it is a number of 'em should
ever make you feel uncomfortable, isn't it,
Charlotte?" .
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" It's quite a cruelty," said Charlotte.
" So it is," acquiesced Mr. Claypole. " A'n't
yer fond of oysters ?"
" Not overmuch," replied Charlotte. " I like
to see you eat 'em, Noah dear, better than eat
ing them myself."
"Lor'!" said Noah, reflectively; "how
queer !"
" Have another," said Charlotte. " Here's
one with such a beautiful, delicate beard !"
"I can't manage any more," said Noah.
" I'm very sorry. Come here, Charlotte, and
I'll kiss yer."
"What!" said Mr. Bumble, bursting into
the room. " Say that again, sir."
Charlotte uttered a scream, and hid her face
in her apron ; while Mr. Claypole, without
making any further change in his position than
suffering his legs to reach the ground, gazed at
the beadle in drunken terror.
" Say it again, you vile, owdacious fellow !"
said Mr. Bumble.
" How dare you mention
such a thing, sir ? And how dare you encourage
him, you insolent minx ? Kiss her !" ex-
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claimed Mr. Bumble, in strong indignation.
. "Faugh!"
" I didn't mean to do it !" said Noah, blub
bering. " She's always a-kissing of me, whether
I like it, or not."
" Oh, Noah !" cried Charlotte, reproachfully.
" Yer are, yer know yer are !" retorted Noah.
" She's always a-doing of it, Mr. Bumble, sir ;
she chucks me under the chin, please sir, and
makes all manner of love !"
" Silence !" cried Mr. Bumble, sternly. " Take
yourself down stairs, ma'am. Noah, you shut
up the shop, and say another word till your
master comes home at your peril ; and, when he
does come home, tell him that Mr. Bumble
said he was to send a old woman's shell after
breakfast to-morrow morning. Do you hear,
sir ? Kissing !" cried Mr. Bumble, holding up
his hands. " The sin and wickedness of the
lower orders in this porochial district is fright
ful ; if parliament don't take their abominable
courses under consideration, this country's
ruined, and the character of the peasantry gone
for ever !" With these words, the beadle strode,
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with a lofty and gloomy air, from the under
taker's premises.
And now that we have accompanied him so
far on his road home, and have made all neces
sary preparations for the old woman's funeral,
let us set on foot a few inquiries after young
Oliver Twist, and ascertain whether he be still
lying in the ditch where Toby Crackit left
him.
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CHAPTER XXVIII.
LOOKS AFTER OLIVER, AND PROCEEDS WITH HIS
ADVENTURES.
" Wolves tear your throats ! " muttered
Sikes, grinding his teeth. " I wish I was among
some of you ; you'd howl the hoarser for it."
As Sikes growled forth this imprecation, with
the most desperate ferocity that his desperate
nature was capable of, he rested the body of the
wounded boy across his bended knee, and
turned his head for an instant to look back at
his pursuers.
There was little to be made out in the mist
and darkness; but the loud shouting of men
vibrated through the air, and the barking of the
neighbouring dogs, roused by the sound of the
alarm-bell, resounded in every direction.
" Stop, you white-livered hound!" cried the

OLIVER TWIST.

135

robber, shouting after Toby Crackit, who, making
the best use of his long legs, was already ahead,
—" stop!"
The repetition of the word brought Toby to
a dead stand-still, for he was not quite satisfied
that he was beyond the range of pistol-shot,
and Sikes was in no mood to be played with.
" Bear a hand with the boy," roared Sikes,
beckoning furiously to his confederate. " Come
back!"
Toby made a show of returning, but ven
tured, in a low voice, broken for want of breath,
to intimate considerable reluctance as he came
slowly along.
" Quicker!" cried Sikes, laying the boy in a
dry ditch at his feet, and drawing a pistol
from his pocket. " Dont play the booby with
me."
At this moment the noise grew louder, and
Sikes, again looking round, could discern that
the men, who had given chase were already
climbing the gate of the field in which he stood,
and that a couple of dogs were some paces in
advance of them.
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" It's all up, Bill," cried Toby ; " drop the
kid, and show 'em your heels." With this part
ing advice, Mr. Crackit, preferring the chance
of being shot by his friend to the certainty of
being taken by his enemies, fairly turned tail,
and darted off at full speed. Sikes clenched
his teeth, took one look round, threw over the
prostrate form of Oliver the cape in which he
had been hurriedly muffled, ran along the front
of the hedge, as if to distract the attention of
those behind from the spot where the boy lay,
paused for a second before another hedge
which met it at right angles, and whirling his
pistol high into the air, cleared it at a bound,
and was gone.
" Ho, ho, there ! " cried a tremulous voice in
the rear. " Pincher, Neptune, come here, come
here!"
The dogs, which, in common with their mas
ters, seemed to have no particular relish for the
sport in which they were engaged, readily an
swered to this command: and three men, who
had by this time advanced some distance into
the field, stopped to take counsel together.
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" My advice, or, leastways, I should say, my
orders, is," said the fattest man of the party,
" that we 'mediately go home again."
" I am agreeable to anything which is agree
able to Mr. Giles," said a shorter man, who was
by no means of a slim figure, and who was very
pale in the face, and very polite, as frightened
men frequently are.
" I shouldn't wish to appear ill-mannered,
gentlemen," said the third, who had called the
dogs back, " Mr. Giles ought to know."
" Certainly," replied the shorter man ; " and
whatever Mr. Giles says it isn't our place to
contradict him. No, no, I know my sitiwation,
—thank my stars, I know my sitiwation." To
tell the truth, the little man did seem to know
his situation, and to know perfectly well that it
was by no means a desirable one, for his teeth
chattered in his head as he spoke.
" You are afraid, Brittles," said Mr. Giles.
" I a'n't," said Brittles.
" You are," said Giles.
" You're a falsehood, Mr. Giles," said Brittles.
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" You're a lie, Brittles," said Mr. Giles.
Now, these four retorts arose from Mr.
Giles's taunt, and Mr. Giles's taunt had arisen
from his indignation at having the responsi
bility of going home again imposed upon him
self under cover of a compliment. The third
man brought the dispute to a close most philo
sophically.
" I'll tell you what it is, gentlemen," said he,
" we're all afraid."
" Speak for yourself, sir," said Mr. Giles,
who was the palest of the party.
" So I do," replied the man. "It's natural
and proper to be afraid, under such circum
stances. I am."
" So am I," said Brittles ; " only there's no
call to tell a man he is, so bounceably."
These frank admissions softened Mr. Giles,
who at once owned that he was afraid ; upon
which they all three faced about and ran back
again with the completest unanimity, till Mr.
Giles (who had the shortest wind of the party,
and was encumbered with a pitchfork) most
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handsomely insisted upon stopping to make an
apology for his hastiness of speech.
" But it's wonderful," said Mr. Giles, when
he had explained, " what a man will do when
his blood is up. I should have committed mur
der, I know I should, if we'd caught one of the
rascals."
As the other two were impressed with a simi
lar presentiment, and their blood, like his, had
all gone down again, some speculation ensued
upon the cause of this sudden change in their
temperament.
" I know what it was," said Mr. Giles ; " it
was the gate."
"I shouldn't wonder if it was," exclaimed
Brittles, catching at the idea.
" You may depend upon it," said Giles, " that
that gate stopped the flow of the excitement.

I

felt all mine suddenly going away as I was
climbing over it."
By a remarkable coincidence the other two
had been visited with the same unpleasant sen
sation at that precise moment; so that it was
quite conclusive that it was the gate, especially
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as there was no doubt regarding the time at
which the change had taken place, because all
three remembered that they had come in sight
of the robbers at the very instant of its occur
rence.
This dialogue was held between the two men
who had surprised the burglars, and a travelling
tinker, who had been sleeping in an outhouse,
and who had been roused, together with his two
mongrel curs, to join in the pursuit. Mr. Giles
acted in the double capacity of butler and stew
ard to the old lady of the mansion, and Brittles
was a lad of all-work, who, having entered her
service a mere child, was treated as a promising
young boy still, though he was something past
thirty.
Encouraging each other with such converse
as this, but keeping very close together not
withstanding, and looking apprehensively round
whenever a fresh gust rattled through the
boughs, the three men hurried back to a tree
behind which they had left their lantern, lest its
light should inform the thieves in what direc
tion to fire. Catching up the light, they made
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the best of their way home, at a good round
trot ; and long after their dusky forms had
ceased to be discernible, it might have been
seen twinkling and dancing in the distance, like
some exhalation of the damp and gloomy at
mosphere through which it was swiftly borne.
The air grew colder as day came slowly on,
and the mist rolled along the ground like a
dense cloud of smoke ; the grass was wet, the
pathways and low places were all mire and
water, and the damp breath of an unwholesome
wind went languidly by with a hollow moaning.
Still Oliver lay motionless and insensible on the
spot where Sikes had left him.
Morning drew on apace ; the air became more
sharp and piercing, as its first dull hue—the
death of night rather than the birth of day—
glimmered faintly in the sky. The objects
which had looked dim and terrible in the dark
ness grew more and more defined, and gradually
resolved into their familiar shapes. The rain
came down thick and fast, and pattered noisily
among the leafless bushes. But Oliver felt it
not, as it beat against him, for he still lay
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stretched, helpless and unconscious, on his bed
of clay.
At length, a low cry of pain broke the still
ness that prevailed, and uttering it, the boy
awoke. His left arm, rudely bandaged in a
shawl, hung heavy and useless at his side, and
the bandage was saturated with blood. He was
so weak that he could scarcely raise himself into
a sitting posture, and when he had done so, he
looked feebly round for help, and groaned with
pain. Trembling in every joint, from cold and
exhaustion, he made an effort to stand upright,
but, shuddering from head to foot, fell prostrate
on the ground.
After a short return of the stupor in which
he had been so long plunged, Oliver, urged by
a creeping sickness at his heart, which seemed
to warn him that if he lay there he must surely
die, got upon his feet and essayed to walk. His
head was dizzy, and he staggered to and fro
like a drunken man ; but he kept up neverthe
less, and, with his head drooping languidly on
his breast, went stumbling onward, he knew not
whither.
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And now, hosts of bewildering and confused
ideas came crowding on his mind. He seemed
to be still walking between Sikes and Crackit,
who were angrily disputing, for the very words
they said sounded in his ears: and when he
caught his own attention, as it were, by making
some violent effort to save himself from falling,
he found that he was talking to them. Then
he was alone with Sikes, plodding on as they
had done the previous day, and as shadowy
people passed them by, he felt the robber's
grasp upon his wrist. Suddenly, he started
back at the report of fire-arms, and there rose
into the air loud cries and shouts; lights
gleamed before his eyes, and all was noise and
tumult, as some unseen hand bore him hur
riedly away. Through all these rapid visions
there ran an undefined, uneasy consciousness
of pain, which wearied and tormented him in
cessantly.
Thus he staggered on, creeping almost me
chanically between the bars of gates, or through
hedge-gaps, as they came in his way, until he
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reached a road ; and here the rain began to fall
so heavily that it roused him.
He looked about, and saw that at no great
distance there was a house, which perhaps he
could reach. Seeing his condition, they might
have compassion on him, and if they did not,
it would be better, he thought, to die near
human beings than in the lonely open fields.
He summoned up all his strength for one last
trial, and bent his faltering steps towards it.
As he drew nearer to this house, a feeling
came over him that he had seen it before. He
remembered nothing of its details, but the
shape and aspect ofthe building seemed familiar
to him.
That garden-wall! On the grass inside he
had fallen on his knees last night, and prayed
the two men's mercy. It was the very same
house they had attempted to rob.
Oliver felt such fear come over him when he
recognised the place, that, for the instant, he
forgot the agony of his wound, and thought
only of flight. Flight ! He could scarcely
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stand ; and if he were in full possession of all
the best powers of his slight and youthful
frame, where could he fly to? He pushed
against the garden-gate ; it was unlocked, and
swung open on its hinges. He tottered across
the lawn, climbed the steps, knocked faintly at
the door, and his whole strength failing him,
sunk down against one of the pillars of the little
portico.
It happened that about this time, Mr. Giles,
Brittles, and the tinker, were recruiting them
selves after the fatigues and terrors of the night,
with tea and sundries, in the kitchen. Not that
it was Mr. Giles's habit to admit to too great
familiarity the humbler servants, towards whom
it was rather his wont to deport himself with a
lofty affability, which, while it gratified, could
not fail to remind them of his superior position
in society. But death, fires, and burglary make
all men equals ; and Mr. Giles sat with his
legs stretched out before the kitchen fender,
leaning his left arm on the table, while, with
his right, he illustrated a circumstantial and
VOL. II.
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minute account of the robbery, to which his
hearers (but especially the cook and housemaid,
who were of the party) listened with breathless
interest.
" It was about half-past two," said Mr. Giles,
" or I wouldn't swear that it mightn't have been
a little nearer three, when I woke up, and, turn
ing round in my bed, as it might be so, (here
Mr. Giles turned round in his chair, and
pulled the corner of the table-cloth over him to
imitate bedclothes,) I fancied I heerd a noise."
At this point of the narrative, the cook turned
pale, and asked the housemaid to shut the door,
who asked Brittles, who asked the tinker, who
pretended not to hear.
" — Heerd a noise," continued Mr. Giles. " I
says, at first, ' This is illusion ;' and was com
posing myself off to sleep, when I heerd the
noise again, distinct."
" What sort of a noise ?" asked the cook.
" A kind of a busting noise," replied Mr.
Giles, looking round him.
" More like the noise of powdering an
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iron bar on a nutmeg - grater," suggested
Brittles.
" It was, when you heerd, sir," rejoined Mr.
Giles ; " but, at this time, it had a busting
sound. I turned down the clothes," continued
Giles, rolling back the table-cloth, "sat up in
bed, and listened."
The cook and housemaid simultaneously eja
culated, " Lor !" and drew their chairs closer
together.
" I heerd it now, quite apparent," resumed
Mr. Giles. " ' Somebody,' I says, ' is forcing
of a door, or window ; what's to be done ? I'll
call up that poor lad, Brittles, and save him
from being murdered in his bed, or his throat,'
I says, ' may be cut from his right ear to his left,
without his ever knowing it.' "
Here all eyes were turned upon Brittles, who
fixed his upon the speaker, and stared at him,
with his mouth wide open, and his face expres
sive of the most unmitigated horror.
" I tossed off the clothes," said Giles, throw
ing away the table-cloth, and looking very hard
h2
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at the cook and housemaid, " got softly out of
bed, drew on a pair of—"
" Ladies present, Mr. Giles," murmured the
tinker.
" — Of shoes, sir," said Giles, turning upon
him, and laying great emphasis on the word,
seized the loaded pistol that always goes up
stairs with the plate-basket, and walked on
tiptoes to his room. ' Brittles,' I says, when I
had woke him, ' don't be frightened ! ' "
" So you did," observed Brittles, in a low
voice.
« ' We're dead men, I think, Brittles,' I
says, " continued Giles ; " ' but don't be under
any alarm.' "
" Was he frightened ?" asked the cook.
" Not a bit of it," replied Mr. Giles. " He
was as firm — ah ! pretty near as firm as I
was."
" I should have died at once, I'm sure, if it
had been me," observed the housemaid.
" You're a woman," retorted Brittles, pluck
ing up a little.
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" Brittles is right," said Mr. Giles, nodding
his head, approvingly ; " from a woman nothing
else was to be expected. We, being men, took a
dark lantern, that was standing on Brittles's hob,
and groped our way down stairs in the pitch
dark,—as it might be so."
Mr. Giles had risen from his seat, and taken
two steps with his eyes shut, to accompany his
description with appropriate action, when he
started violently, in common with the rest of the
company, and hurried back to his chair. The
cook and housemaid screamed.
" It was a knock," said Mr. Giles, assuming
perfect serenity ; " open the door, somebody."
Nobody moved.
"It seems a strange sort of thing, a knock
coming at such a time in the morning," said Mr.
Giles, surveying the pale faces which sur
rounded him, and looking very blank himself;
" but the door must be opened. Do you hear,
somebody ?"
Mr. Giles, as he spoke, looked at Brittles;
but that young man being naturally modest,
probably considered himself nobody, and so
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held that the inquiry could not have any appli
cation to him : at all events, he tendered no
reply. Mr. Giles directed an appealing glance
at the tinker, but he had suddenly fallen asleep.
The women were out of the question.
" If Brittles would rather open the door in
the presence of witnesses," said Mr. Giles,
after a short silence, " I am ready to make
one."
" So am I," said the tinker, waking up as
suddenly as he had fallen asleep.
Brittles capitulated on these terms ; and the
party being somewhat reassured by the disco
very (made on throwing open the shutters) that
it was now broad day, took their way up stairs,
with the dogs in front, and the two women, who
were afraid to stop below, bringing up the rear.
By the advice of Mr. Giles, they all talked very
loud, to warn any evil-disposed person outside
that they were strong in numbers ; and by a
master-stroke of policy, originating in the brain
of the same ingenious gentleman, the dogs' tails
were well pinched in the hall to make them
bark savagely.
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These precautions having been taken, Mr.
Giles held on fast by the tinker's arm (to pre
vent his running away, as he pleasantly said),
and gave the word of command to open the
door. Brittles obeyed, and the group, peeping
timorously over each other's shoulders, beheld
no more formidable object than poor little
Oliver Twist, speechless and exhausted, who
raised his heavy eyes, and mutely solicited their
compassion.
"A boy!" exclaimed Mr. Giles, valiantly
pushing the tinker into the background.
"What's the matter with the—eh?—Why—
Brittles—look here—don't you know ?"
Brittles, who had got behind the door to
open it, no sooner saw Oliver, than he ut
tered a loud cry. Mr. Giles, seizing the boy
by one leg and one arm—fortunately not the
broken limb—lugged him straight into the hall,
and deposited him at full length on the ground
thereof.
" Here he is !" bawled Giles, calling, in a
great state of excitement, up the staircase;
" here's one of the thieves, ma'am ! Here's a
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thief, miss—wounded, miss ! I shot him, miss ;
and Brittles held the light."
" In a lantern, miss," cried Brittles, applying
one hand to the side of his mouth, so that his
voice might travel the better.
The two women-servants ran up stairs to
carry the intelligence that Mr. Giles had cap
tured a robber ; and the tinker busied himself
in endeavouring to restore Oliver, lest he
should die before he could be hung. In the
midst of all this noise and commotion, there was
heard a sweet female voice, which quelled it in
an instant.
" Giles !" whispered the voice from the stair
head.
" I'm here, miss," replied Mr. Giles. " Don't
be frightened, miss ; I ain't much injured. He
didn't make a very desperate resistance, miss ;
I was soon too many for him."
" Hush !" replied the young lady ; " you
frighten my aunt as much as the thieves did.
Is the poor creature much hurt ?"
" Wounded desperate, miss," replied Giles,
with indescribable complacency.
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" He looks as if he was a-going, miss,"
bawled Brittles, in the same manner as before.
" Wouldn't you like to come and look at him,
miss, in case he should—?"
"Hush, pray, there's a good man!" rejoined
the young lady. "Wait quietly one instant,
while I speak to aunt."
With a footstep as soft and gentle as the
voice, the speaker tripped away, and soon re
turned, with the direction that the wounded
person was to be carried carefully up stairs to
Mr. Giles's room, and that Brittles was to
saddle the pony and betake himself instantly to
Chertsey, from which place he was to despatch,
with all speed, a constable and doctor.
" But won't you take one look at him, first,
miss ?" asked Mr. Giles, with as much pride as
if Oliver were some bird of rare plumage that
he had skilfully brought down.
"Not one
little peep, miss ?"
" Not now for the world," replied the young
lady. " Poor fellow ! oh ! treat him kindly,
Giles, if it is only for my sake !"
The old servant looked up at the speaker,
h 3
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as she turned away, with a glance as proud and
admiring as if she had been his own child.
Then bending over Oliver, he helped to carry
him up stairs with the care and solicitude of a
woman.
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CHAPTER XXIX.
HAS AN INTRODUCTORY ACCOUNT OF THE INMATES OF
THE HOUSE TO WHICH OLIVER RESORTED, AND RELATES
WHAT THEY THOUGHT OF HIM.
In a handsome room—though its furniture
had rather the air of old-fashioned comfort
than of modern elegance—there sat two ladies
at a well-spread breakfast-table. Mr. Giles,
dressed with scrupulous care in a full suit of
black, was in attendance upon them. He had
taken his station some half-way between the
sideboard and the breakfast-table, and with his
body drawn up to its full height, his head
thrown back, and inclined the merest trifle on
one side, his left leg advanced, and his right
hand thrust into his waistcoat, while his left
hung down by his side, grasping a waiter,
looked like one who laboured under a very
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agreeable sense of his own merits and import
ance.
Of the two ladies, one was well advanced in
years, but the high-backed oaken chair in which
she sat was not more upright than she. Dressed
with the utmost nicety and precision, in a
quaint mixture of by-gone costume, with some
slight concessions to the prevailing taste, which
rather served to point the old style pleasantly
than to impair its effect, she sat in a stately
manner with her hands folded on the table
before her, and her eyes, of which age had
dimmed but little of their brightness, atten
tively fixed upon her young companion.
The younger lady was in the lovely bloom
and spring-time of womanhood; at that age
when, if ever angels be for God's good pur
poses enthroned in mortal forms, they may
be, without impiety, supposed to abide in such
as hers.
She was not past seventeen. Cast in so
slight and exquisite a mould ; so mild and gen
tle, so pure and beautiful, that earth seemed
not her element, nor its rough creatures her fit
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companions. The very intelligence that shone
in her deep blue eye, and was stamped upon her
noble head, seemed scarcely of her age or of
the world ; and yet the changing expression of
sweetness and good humour, the thousand lights
that played about the face and left no shadow
there ; above all, the smile—the cheerful, happy
smile—were intwined with the best sympathies
and affections of our nature.
She was busily engaged in the little offices of
the table, and chancing to raise her eyes as the
elder lady was regarding her, playfully put back
her hair, which was simply braided on her fore
head, and threw into one beaming look such a
gush of affection and artless loveliness, that
blessed spirits might have smiled to look upon
her.
The elder lady smiled ; but her heart was
full, and she brushed away a tear as she
did so.
" And Brittles has been gone upwards of an
hour, has he ?" asked the old lady, after a
pause.
" An hour and twelve minutes, ma'am," re
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plied Mr. Giles, referring to a silver watch,
which he drew forth by a black ribbon.
" He is always slow," remarked the old
lady.
" Brittles always was a slow boy, ma'am,"
replied the attendant. And seeing, by-the-by,
that Brittles had been a slow boy for upwards
of thirty years, there appeared no great pro
bability of his ever being a fast one.
" He gets worse instead of better, I think,"
said the elder lady.
" It is very inexcusable in him if he stops
to play with any other boys," said the young
lady, smiling.
Mr. Giles was apparently considering the
propriety of indulging in a respectful smile
himself, when a gig drove up to the gardengate, out of which there jumped a fat gentle
man, who ran straight up to the door, and
getting quickly into the house by some mys
terious process, burst into the room, and nearly
overturned Mr. Giles and the breakfast-table
together.
" I never heard of such a thing ! " exclaimed
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the fat gentleman. " My dear Mrs. Maylie—
bless my soul—in the silence of night, too—I
never heard of such a thing ! "
With these expressions of condolence, the
fat gentleman shook hands with both ladies, and
drawing up a chair, inquired how they found
themselves.
" You ought to be dead—positively dead with
the fright," said the fat gentleman. " Why
didn't you send? Bless me, my man should
have come in a minute, and so would I, and
my assistant would have been delighted, or
anybody, I'm sure, under such circumstances;
dear, dear—so unexpected—in the silence of
night, too!"
The doctor seemed especially troubled by the
fact of the robbery having been unexpected,
and attempted in the night-time, as if it were
the established custom of gentlemen in the
housebreaking way to transact business at
noon, and to make an appointment, by the
twopenny post, a day or two previous.
" And you, Miss Rose," said the doctor,
turning to the young lady, " I
"
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" Oh ! very much so, indeed," said Rose, in
terrupting him ; " but there is a poor creature
up stairs, whom aunt wishes you to see."
" Ah ! to be sure," replied the doctor, " so
there is. That was your handiwork, Giles, I
understand."
Mr. Giles, who had been feverishly putting
the tea-cups to rights, blushed very red, and
said that he had had that honour.
" Honour, eh?" said the doctor; "well, I
don't know ; perhaps it's as honourable to hit a
thief in a back kitchen as to hit your man at
twelve paces. Fancy that he fired in the air,
and you've fought a duel, Giles."
Mr. Giles, who thought this light treatment
of the matter an unjust attempt at diminishing
his glory, answered respectfully, that it was
not for the like of him to judge about that, but
he rather thought it was no joke to the opposite
party.
" 'Gad, that's true !" said the doctor. " Where
is he ? Shew me the way. I'll look in again as
I come down, Mrs. Maylie. That's the little
Window that he got in at, eh ? Well, I couldn't
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have believed it." Talking all the way, he fol
lowed Mr. Giles up stairs ; and while he is go
ing up stairs, the reader may be informed, that
Mr. Losberne, a surgeon in the neighbourhood,
known through a circuit of ten miles round as
" the doctor," had grown fat more from goodhumour than from good living, and was as kind
and hearty, and withal as eccentric an old ba
chelor, as will be found in five times that space
by any explorer alive.
The doctor was absent much longer than
either he or the ladies had anticipated. A large
flat box was fetched out of the gig, and a bed
room bell was rung very often, and the servants
ran up and down stairs perpetually ; from which
tokens it was justly concluded that something
important was going on above. At length he
returned; and in reply to an anxious inquiry
after his patient, looked very mysterious, and
closed the door carefully.
" This is a very extraordinary thing, Mrs.
Maylie," said the doctor, standing with his
back to the door, as if to keep it shut.
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" He is not in danger, I hope ?" said the old
lady.
" Why, that would not be an extraordinary
thing, under the circumstances," replied the
doctor ; " though I don't think he is. Have you
seen this thief?"
" No," rejoined the old lady.
" Nor heard anything about him ?"
" No."
" I beg your pardon, ma'am," interposed Mr.
Giles ; " but I was going to tell you about him
when Doctor Losberne came in."
The fact was, that Mr. Giles had not at first
been able to bring his mind to the avowal, that
he had only shot a boy. Such commendations
had been bestowed upon his bravery that he
could not, for the life of him, help postponing
the explanation for a few delicious minutes,
during which he had flourished in the very
zenith of a brief reputation for undaunted
courage.
" Rose wished to see the man," said Mrs.
Maylie ; but I wouldn't hear of it."
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" Humph !" rejoined the doctor. " There's
nothing very alarming in his appearance. Have
you any objection to see him in my presence?"
" If it be necessary," replied the old lady,
" certainly not."
" Then I think it is necessary," said the
doctor ; " at all events, I am quite sure that you
would deeply regret not having done so, if you
postponed it. He is perfectly quiet and com
fortable now. Allow me—Miss Rose, will you
permit me ? Not the slightest fear, I pledge you
my honour."
With many more loquacious assurances that
they would be agreeably surprised in the aspect
of the criminal, the doctor drew the young
lady's arm through one of his, and offering his
disengaged hand to Mrs. Maylie, led them, with
much ceremony and stateliness, up stairs.
" Now," said the doctor, in a whisper, as he
softly turned the handle of a bedroom-door,
" let us hear what you think of him. He has
not been shaved very recently, but he doesn't
look at all ferocious notwithstanding.

Stop,
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though—let me see that he is in visiting order
first."
Stepping before them, he looked into the
room, and motioning them to advance, closed
the door when they had entered, and gently
drew back the curtains of the bed. Upon it, in
lieu of the dogged, black-visaged ruffian they
had expected to behold, there lay a mere child,
worn with pain and exhaustion, and sunk into
a deep sleep. His wounded arm, bound and
splintered up, was crossed upon his breast, and
his head reclined upon the other, which was
half hidden by his long hair, as it streamed over
the pillow.
The honest gentleman held the curtain in his
hand, and looked on, for a minute or so, in
silence. Whilst he was watching the patient
thus, the younger lady glided softly past, and
seating herself in a chair by the bedside, ga
thered Oliver's hair from his face, and as she
stooped over him, her tears fell upon his fore
head.
The boy stirred and smiled in his sleep, as
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though these marks of pity and compassion had
awakened some pleasant dream of a love and
affection he had never known; as a strain of
gentle music, or the rippling of water in a silent
place, or the odour of a flower, or even the
mention of a familiar word, will sometimes call
up sudden dim .remembrances of scenes that
never were, in this life, which vanish like a
breath, and which some brief memory of a
happier existence, long gone by, would seem
to have awakened, for no power of the human
mind can ever recall them.
" What can this mean ?" exclaimed the elder
lady. " This poor child can never have been
the pupil of robbers !"
" Vice," sighed the surgeon, replacing the
curtain, " takes up her abode in many temples ;
and who can say that a fair outside shall not
enshrine her ?"
" But at so early an age !" urged Rose.
" My dear young lady," rejoined the surgeon,
mournfully shaking his head, " crime, like death,
is not confined to the old and withered alone.
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The youngest and fairest are too often its chosen
victims."
" But, can you—oh, sir ! can you, really be
lieve that this delicate boy has been the volun
tary associate of the worst outcasts of society ?"
said Rose, anxiously.
The surgeon shook his head in a manner
which intimated that he feared it was very pos
sible ; and observing that they might disturb
the patient, led the way into an adjoining apart
ment.
" But even if he has been wicked," pursued
Rose, " think how young he is ; think that he
may never have known a mother's love, or even
the comfort of a home, and that ill-usage and
blows, or the want of bread, may have driven
him to herd with the men who have forced him
to guilt. Aunt, dear aunt, for mercy's sake,
think of this before you let them drag this sick
child to a prison, which in any case must be
the grave of all his chances of amendment. Oh !
as you love me, and know that I have never felt
the want of parents in your goodness and affec
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tion, but that I might have done so, and might
have been equally helpless and unprotected
with this poor child, have pity upon him before
it is too late."
" My dear love 1" said the elder lady, as she
folded the weeping girl to her bosom, " do you
think I would harm a hair of his head ?"
" Oh, no !" replied Rose, eagerly ; " not you,
aunt, not you !"
" No," said the old lady, with a trembling
lip ; " my days are drawing to their close, and
may mercy be shewn to me as I shew it to
others. What can I do to save him, sir ?"
" Let me think, ma'am," said the doctor ;
" let me think."
Mr. Losberne thrust his hands into his
pockets, and took several turns up and down
the room, often stopping and balancing himself
on his toes, and frowning frightfully. After
various exclamations of " I've got it now" and
" no, I haven't," and as many renewals of the
walking and frowning, he at length made a dead
halt, and spoke as follows:—
" I think if you give me a full and unlimited
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commission to bully Giles and that little boy,
Brittles, I can manage it. He is a faithful fel
low and an old servant, I know ; but you can
make it up to him in a thousand ways, and re
ward him for being such a good shot besides.
You don't object to that ?"
" Unless there is some other way of preserving
the child," replied Mrs. Maylie.
" There is no other," said the doctor. " No
other, take my word for it."
" Then aunt invests you with full power,"
said Rose, smiling through her tears ; " but
pray don't be harder upon the poor fellows than
is indispensably necessary."
" You seem to think," retorted the doctor,
" that every body is disposed to be hard-hearted
to-day except yourself. I only hope, for the
sake of the rising male sex generally, that you
may be found in as vulnerable and soft-hearted
a mood by the very first eligible young fellow
who appeals to your compassion ; and I wish I
were a young fellow, that I might avail myself
on the spot of such a favourable opportunity
for doing so as the present."

OLIVER TWIST.

169

" You are as great a boy as poor Brittles
himself," returned Rose, blushing.
" Well," said the doctor, laughing heartily,
" that is no very difficult matter. But to return
to this boy : the great point of our agreement is
yet to come. He will wake in an hour or so,
I dare say ; and although I have told that thick
headed constable-fellow down stairs that he
mustn't be moved or spoken to, on peril of his
life, I think we may converse with him without
danger. Now, I make this stipulation—that I
shall examine him in your presence, and that if
from what he says, we judge, and I can shew to
the satisfaction of your cool reason, that he is a
real and thorough bad one (which is more than
possible), he shall be left to his fate, without any
further interference on my part, at all events."
" Oh no, aunt !" entreated Rose.
" Oh yes, aunt !" said the doctor. " Is it a
bargain ?"
" He cannot be hardened in vice," said Rose ;
" it is impossible."
" Very good," retorted the doctor ; " then so
VOL. II.
I

170

OLIVER TWIST.

much the more reason for acceding to my pro
position."
Finally, the treaty was entered into, and the
parties thereto sat down to wait, with some im
patience, until Oliver should awake.
The patience of the two ladies was destined
to undergo a longer trial than Mr. Losberne
had led them to expect, for hour after hour
passed oh, and still Oliver slumbered heavily.
It was evening, indeed, before the kind-hearted
doctor brought them the intelligence, that he
had at length roused sufficiently to be spoken
to. The boy was very ill, he said, and weak
from the loss of blood; but his mind was so
troubled with anxiety to disclose something, that
he deemed it better to give him the opportunity,
than to insist upon his remaining quiet until
next morning, which he should otherwise have
done.
v
.>
i
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The conference was a long one, for Oliver
told them all his simple history, and was often
compelled to stop by pain and want of strength.
It was a solemn thing to hear, in the darkened
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room, the feeble voice of the sick child recount
ing a weary catalogue of evils and calamities
which hard men had brought upon him. Oh !
if, when we oppress and grind our fellow-crea
tures, we bestowed but one thought on the dark
evidences of human error, which, like dense and
heavy clouds, are rising, slowly it is true, but
not less surely, to Heaven, to pour their aftervengeance on our heads—if we heard but one
instant, in imagination, the deep testimony of
dead men's voices, which no power can stifle,
and no pride shut out, where would be the
injury and injustice, the suffering, misery,
cruelty, and wrong, that each day's life brings
with it ?
Oliver's pillow was smoothed by woman's
hands that night, and loveliness and virtue
watched him as he slept. He felt calm and
happy, and could have died without a
murmur.
The momentous interview was no sooner
concluded, and Oliver composed to rest again,
than the doctor, after wiping his eyes, and con
demning them for being weak all at once,
i2
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betook himself down stairs to open upon
Mr. Giles. And finding nobody about the
parlours, it occurred to him, that he could
perhaps originate the proceedings with better
effect in the kitchen; so into the kitchen he
went.
There were assembled, in that lower house of
the domestic parliament, the women-servants,
Mr. Brittles, Mr. Giles-, the tinker (who had
received a special invitation to regale himself
for the remainder of the day, in consideration of
his services), and the constable. The latter
gentleman had a large staff, a large head, large
features, and large half-boots, and looked as if
he had been taking a proportionate allowance of
ale, as indeed he had.
The adventures of the previous night were
still under discussion, for Mr. Giles was expa
tiating upon his presence of mind when the
doctor entered ; and Mr. Brittles, with a mug
of ale in his hand, was corroborating everything
before his superior said it.
" Sit still," said the doctor, waving his
hand.
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" Thank you, sir," said Mr. Giles. " Misses
wished some ale to be given out, sir; and as I
felt no ways inclined for my own little room, sir,
and disposed for company, I am taking mine
among 'em here."
Brittles headed a low murmur, by which the
ladies and gentlemen generally were understood
to express the gratification they derived from
Mr. Giles's condescension; and Mr. Giles
looked round with a patronising air, as much
as to say, that so long as they behaved properly,
he would never desert them.
"How is the patient to-night, sir?" asked
Giles.
" So-so ; " returned the doctor. " I am afraid
you have got yourself into a scrape there, Mr.
Giles."
" I hope you don't mean to say, sir," said
Mr. Giles, trembling, " that he's going to die.
If I thought it, I should never be happy again.
I wouldn't cut a boy off, no, not even Brittles
here, not for all the plate in the country, sir."
" That's not the point," said the doctor,

174

OLIVER TWIST.

mysteriously. " Mr. Giles, are you a Protes
tant?"
" Yes, sir, I hope so," faltered Mr. Giles,
who had turned very pale.
" And what are you, boy?" said the doctor,
turning sharply upon Brittles.
" Lord bless me, sir !" replied Brittles, start
ing violently ; " I'm the same as Mr. Giles,
sir." ■
" Then tell me this," said the doctor, fiercely,
" both of you—both of you ; are you going to
take upon yourselves to swear that that boy up
stairs is the boy that was put through the little
window last night ? Out with it ! Come ; we
are prepared for you."
The doctor, who was universally considered
one of the best-tempered creatures on earth,
made this demand in such a dreadful tone of
anger, that Giles and Brittles, who were consi
derably muddled by ale and excitement, stared
at each other in a state of stupefaction.
" Pay attention to the reply, constable, will
you?" said the doctor, shaking his forefinger
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with great solemnity of manner, and tapping
the bridge of his nose with it, to bespeak the
exercise of that worthy's utmost acuteness.
" Something may come of this before long."
The constable looked as wise as he could,
and took up his staff of office, which had been
reclining indolently in the chimney-corner.
" It's a simple question of identity, you will
observe," said the doctor.
<
" That's what it is, sir," replied the constable,
coughing with great violence ; for he had
finished his ale in a hurry, and some of it had
gone the wrong way.
" Here's a house broken into," said the doc
tor, " and a couple of men catch one moment's
glimpse of a boy in the midst of gunpowdersmoke, and in all the distraction of alarm and
darkness. Here's a boy comes to that very
same house next morning, and because he hap
pens to have his arm tied up, these men lay
violent hands upon him ; by doing which, they
place his life in great danger, and swear he is
the thief Now, the question is, whether these
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CHAPTER XXX.
INVOLVES A CRITICAL POSITION.
" Who's that ?" inquired Brittles, opening
the door a little way, with the chain up, and
peeping out, shading the candle with his
hand.
" Open the door," replied a man outside ;
" it's the officers from Bow-street, as was sent
to, to-day."
Much comforted by this assurance, Brittles
opened the door to its full width, and con
fronted a portly man in a great-coat, who
walked in without saying anything more, and
wiped his shoes on the mat as coolly as if he
lived there.
" Just send somebody out to relieve my
mate, will you, young man ?" said the officer ;
" he's in the gig minding the prad. Have you
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got a coach'us here that you could put it up in
for five or ten minutes ?" . . ,
Brittles replying in the affirmative, and
pointing out the building, the portly man
stepped back to the garden-gate, and helped
his companion to put up the gig, while Brittles
lighted them, in a state of great admiration.
This done, they returned to the house, and,
being shewn into a parlour, took off their great
coats and hats, and shewed like what they were.
The man who had knocked at the door Was a
stout personage of middle height, aged about
fifty, with shiny black hair, cropped pretty
close, half-whiskers, a round .face, and sharp
eyes. The other was a red-headed, bony man,
in top-boots, with a rather ill-favoured coun
tenance, and a turned-up, sinister-looking nose.
" Tell your governor that Blathers and DufF
is here, will you ?" said the stouter man,
smoothing down his hair, and laying a pair of
handcuffs on the table. " Oh ! good evening,
master. Can I have a word or two with you in
private, if you please ?"
This was addressed to Mr. Losberne, who
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now made his appearance ; that gentleman,
motioning Brittles to retire, brought in the two
ladies, and shut the door.
" This is the lady of the house," said Mr.
Losberne, motioning towards Mrs. Maylie.
Mr. Blathers made a bow, and being desired
to sit down, put his hat upon the floor, and,
taking a chair, motioned Duff to do the same.
The latter gentleman, who did not appear quite
so much accustomed to good society, or quite
so much at his ease in it, one of the two, seated
himself, after undergoing several muscular
affections of the limbs, and forced the head of
his stick into his mouth, with some embarrass
ment.
" Now, with regard to this here robbery,
master," said Blathers. " What are the circum
stances ?"
Mr. Losberne, who appeared desirous of
gaining time, recounted them at great length,
and with much circumlocution : Messrs. Bla
thers and Duff looking very knowing meanwhile,
and occasionally exchanging a nod.
" I can't say for certain till I see the place,
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of course," said Blathers ; " but my opinion at
once is,—I don't mind committing myself to
that extent,—that this wasn't done by a yokel
—eh, Duff?"
" Certainly not," replied Duff.
" And, translating the word yokel for the
benefit of the ladies, I apprehend your mean
ing to be, that this attempt was not made
by a countryman ?" said Mr. Losberne, with a
smile.
" That's it, master," replied Blathers. " This
is all about the robbery, is it?"
" All," replied the doctor.
" Now, what is this about this here boy
that the servants are talking of?" said Bla
thers.
" Nothing at all," replied the doctor. " One
of the frightened servants chose to take it into
his head that he had something to do with this
attempt to break into the house ; but it's non
sense—sheer absurdity."
" Wery easy disposed of it is," remarked
Duff.
" What he says is quite correct," observed
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Blathers, nodding his head in a confirmatory
way, and playing carelessly with the handcuffs,
as if they were a pair of castanets. " Who
is the boy ? What account does he give of
himself? Where did he come from? He
didn't drop out of the clouds, did he, master?"
" Of course not," replied the doctor, with a
nervous glance at the two ladies. " I know
his whole history ;—but we can talk about that
presently. You would like to see the place
where the thieves made their attempt, first, I
suppose ?"
...
" Certainly," rejoined Mr. Blathers. " We
had better inspect the premises first, and ex
amine the servants arterwards. That's the usual
way of doing business."
Lights were then procured, and Messrs. Bla
thers and Duff, attended by the native con
stable, Brittles, Giles, and everybody else in
short, went into the little room at the end of
the passage and looked out at the window, and
afterwards went round by way of the lawn, and
looked in at the window, and after that, had a
candle handed out to inspect the shutterwith, and
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after that, a lantern to trace the footsteps with,
and after that, a pitchfork to poke the bushes
with. This done, amidst the breathless interest
of all beholders, they came in again, and Mr.
Giles and Brittles were put through a melodra
matic representation of their share in the pre
vious night's adventures, which they performed
some six times over, contradicting each other
in not more than one important respect the first
time, and in not more than a dozen the last.
This consummation being arrived at, Blathers
and Duff cleared the room, and held a long
council together, compared with which, for
secrecy and solemnity, a consultation of great
doctors on the knottiest point in medicine would
be mere child's play.
Meanwhile, the doctor walked up and down
the next room in a very uneasy state, and
Mrs. Maylie and Rose looked on with anxious
faces.
" Upon my word," he said, making a halt,
after a great number of very rapid turns, " I
hardly know what to do."
" Surely," said Rose, " the poor child's story
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faithfully repeated to these men will be suffi
cient to exonerate him." • .'
" I doubt it, my dear young lady," said the
doctor, shaking his head. " I don't think it
would exonerate him either with them or with
legal functionaries of a higher grade. What
is he, after all, they would say?—a runaway.
Judged by mere world considerations and pro
babilities, his story is a very doubtful one."
" You credit it, surely?" interrupted Rose,
in haste.
" / believe it, strange as it is, and perhaps
may be an old fool for doing so," rejoined
the doctor ; " but I don't think it is exactly
the tale for a practised police-officer, neverthe
less."
" Why not?" demanded Rose.
" Because, my pretty cross-examiner," re
plied the doctor, " because, viewed with their
eyes, there are so many ugly points about it ;
he can only prove the parts that look bad, and
none of those that look well. Confound the
fellows, they will have the why and the where
fore, and take nothing for granted. On his
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own shewing, you see he has been the compa
nion of thieves for some time past ; he has been
carried to a police-office on a charge of picking
a gentleman's pocket, and is taken away forcibly
from that gentleman's house to a place which
he cannot describe or point out, and of the
situation of which he has not the remotest
idea. He is brought down to Chertsey by men
who seem to have taken a violent fancy to him,
whether he will or no, and put through a win
dow to rob a house, and then, just at the very
moment when he is going to alarm the inmates,
and so do the very thing that would set him all
to rights, there rushes into the way that blun
dering dog of a half-bred butler, and shoots
him, as if on purpose to prevent his doing
any good for himself. Don't you see all this ?"
" I see it, of course," replied Rose, smiling
at the doctor's impetuosity; "but still I do
not see anything in it to criminate the poor
child."
" No," replied the doctor ; " of course not !
Bless the bright eyes of your sex ! They never
see, whether for good or bad, more than one
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side of any question, and that is, invariably,
the one which first presents itself to them."
Having given vent to this result of expe
rience, the doctor put his hands into his pockets,
and walked up and down the room with even
greater rapidity than before.
"The more I think of it," said the doctor,
" the more I see that it will occasion endless
trouble and difficulty to put these men into pos
session of the boy's real story. I am certain it
will not be believed ; and even if they can do
nothing to him in the end, still the dragging it
forward, and giving publicity to all the doubts
that will be cast upon it, must interfere ma
terially with your benevolent plan of rescuing
him from misery." ... .
"Oh! what is to be done?" cried Rose.
"Dear, dear! why did they send for these
people ?"
" Why, indeed !" exclaimed Mrs. Maylie. " I
would not have had them here for the world."
" All I know is," said Mr. Losberne at last,
sitting down with a kind of desperate calmness,
" that we must try and carry it off with a bold
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face, that's all. The object is a good one, and
that must be the excuse. The boy has strong
symptoms of fever upon him, and is in no
condition to be talked to any more ; that's one
comfort. We must make the best of it we can ;
and if bad is the best, it is no fault of ours.—
Come in."
" Well, master," said Blathers, entering the
room, followed by his colleague, and making
the door fast before he said any more. " This
warn't a put-up thing."
" And what the devil's a put-up thing ?" de
manded the doctor, impatiently.
"We call it a put-up robbery, ladies," said
Blathers, turning to them, as if he compassioned
their ignorance, but had a contempt for the
doctor's, " when the servants is in it."
" Nobody suspected them, in this case," said
Mrs. Maylie.
" Wery likely not, ma'am," replied Blathers,
" but they might have been in it for all that."
"More likely on that wery account," said
Duff.
" We find it was a town hand," said Blathers,
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continuing his report ; " for the style of work is
first-rate."
" Wery pretty indeed it is," remarked Duff,
in an under tone.
"There was two of 'em in it," continued
Blathers, " and they had a boy with 'em ; that's
plain from the size of the window. That's all
to be said at present. We'll see this lad that
you've got up stairs at once, if you please."
" Perhaps they will take something to drink
first, Mrs. Maylie ?" said the doctor, his face
brightening up as if some new thought had
occurred to him.
" Oh ! to be sure !" exclaimed Rose, eagerly.
" You shall have it immediately, if you will."
"Why, thank you, miss!" said Blathers,
drawing his coat-sleeve across his mouth; "it's
dry work, this sort of duty. Anything that's
handy, miss ; don't put yourself out of the way
on our accounts."
"What shall it be?" asked the doctor, fol
lowing the young lady to the sideboard.
" A little drop of spirits, master, if it's all the
same," replied Blathers. " It's a cold ride from
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London, ma'am ; and I always find that spirits
comes home warmer to the feelings."
This interesting communication was addressed
to Mrs. Maylie, who received it very graciously.
While it was being conveyed to her, the doctor
slipped out of the room.
" Ah !" said Mr. Blathers, not holding his
wine-glass by the stem, but grasping the bottom
between the thumb and forefinger of his left
hand, and placing it in front of his chest; " I
have seen a good many pieces of business like
this, in my time, ladies."
" That crack down in the back lane at Ed
monton, Blathers," said Mr. Duff, assisting his
colleague's memory.
" That was something in this way, warn't
it ?" rejoined Mr. Blathers; " that was done by
Conkey Chickweed, that was."
" You always gave that to him," replied
Duff. " It was the Family Pet, I tell you, and
Conkey hadn't any more to do with it than I
had."
" Get out P retorted Mr. Blathers ; " I know
better. Do you mind that time Conkey was
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robbed of his money, though?

What a start

that was! better than any novel-book I ever
see !"
" What was that ?" inquired Rose, anxious
to encourage any symptoms of goodhumour in
the unwelcome visiters.
" It was a robbery, miss, that hardly any
body would have been down upon," said Bla
thers. " This here Conkey Chickweed
"
" Conkey means Nosey, ma'am," interposed
Duff.
" Of course the lady knows that, don't she?"
demanded Mr. Blathers. " Always interrupt
ing, you are, partner. This here Conkey Chickweed, miss, kept a public-house over Battlebridge way, and had a cellar, where a good many
young lords went to see cockfighting, and
badger-drawing, and that; and a wery intel
lectual manner the sports was conducted in,
for I've seen 'em off'en. He warn't one of the
family at that time, and one night he was
robbed of three hundred and twenty-seven
guineas in a canvass bag, that was stole out of
his bedroom in the dead of night by a tall man
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with a black patch over his eye, who had con
cealed himself under the bed, and after com
mitting the robbery, jumped slap out of window,
which was only a story high. He was wery
quick about it. But Conkey was quick, too ; for
he was woke by the noise, and darting out of
bed, fired a blunderbuss arter him, and roused
the neighbourhood. They set up a hue-and-cry
directly, and when they came to look about
'em, found that Conkey had hit the robber;
for there was traces of blood all the way to
some palings a good distance off, and there they
lost 'em. However, he had made off with the
blunt, and, consequently, the name ofMr. Chickweed, licensed witler, appeared in the Gazette
among the other bankrupts ; and all manner of
benefits and subscriptions, and I don't know
what all, was got up for the poor man, who was
in a wery low state of mind about his loss, and
went up and down the streets for three or four
days, pulling his hair off in such a desperate
manner that many people was afraid he might
be going to make away with himself. One day
he come up to the office all in a hurry, and had
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a private interview with the magistrate, who,
after a good deal of talk, rings the bell, and
orders Jem Spyers in (Jem was a active officer),
and tells him to go and assist Mr. Chickweed in
apprehending the man as robbed his house.
' I see him, Spyers,' said Chickweed, ' pass my
house yesterday morning.'—' Why didn't you
up, and collar him ?' says Spyers.—' I was so
struck all of a heap that you might have frac
tured my skull with a toothpick,' says the poor
man ; * but we're sure to have him, for between
ten and eleven o'clock at night he passed again.'
Spyers no sooner heard this than he put some
clean linen and a comb in his pocket, in case he
should have to stop a day or two ; and away he
goes, and sets himself down at one of the publichouse windows behind a little red curtain,
with his hat on, already to bolt at a moment's
notice. He was smoking his pipe here late at
night, when all of a sudden Chickweed roars
out—' Here he is ! Stop thief! Murder !' Jem
Spyers dashes out; and there he sees Chickweed tearing down the street full-cry. Away
goes Spyers ; on keeps Chickweed ; round turns

OLIVER TWIST.

193

the people ; . everybody roars out, ' Thieves !'
and Chickweed himself keeps on shouting all
the time, like mad. Spyers loses sight of him
a minute as he turns a corner—shoots round—
sees a little crowd—dives in. ' Which is the
man ?'—' D—me !' says Chickweed, ' I've lost
him again !'
" It was a remarkable occurrence, but he
warn't to be seen nowhere, so they went back
to the public-house ; and next morning, Spyers
took his old place, and looked out from behind
the curtain for a tall man with a black patch
over his eye, till his own two eyes ached again.
At last, he couldn't help shutting 'em to ease 'em
a minute, and the very moment he did so, he
hears Chickweed roaring out, ' Here he is !' Off he
starts once more, with Chickweed half-way down
the street ahead of him ; and after twice as long
a run as the yesterday's one, the man's lost
again ! This was done once or twice more, till
one-half the neighbours gave out that Mr.
Chickweed had been robbed by the devil, who
was playing tricks with him arterwards ; and the
vol. n.
k
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other half, that poor Mr. Chickweed had gone
mad with grief."
" What did Jem Spyers say ?" inquired the
doctor, who had returned to the room shortly
after the commencement of the story.
" Jem Spyers," resumed the officer, " for a
long time said nothing at all, and listened to
everything without seeming to, which shewed
he understood his business. But one morning
he walked into the bar, and taking out his
snuff-box, said, ' Chickweed, I've found out
who's done this here robbery.'—* Have you ?'
said Chickweed. ' Oh, my dear Spyers, only
let me have wengeance, and I shall die con
tented ! Oh, my dear Spyers, where is the vil
lain ?'—' Come !' said Spyers, offering him a
pinch of snuff, ' none of that gammon ! You
did it yourself So he had ; and a good bit of
money he had made by it, too ; and nobody
would ever have found it out, if he hadn't been
so precious anxious to keep up appearances;
that's more!" said Mr. Blathers, putting down
his wine-glass, and clinking the handcuffs to
gether.
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" Very curious, indeed," observed the doc
tor. " Now, if you please, you can walk up
stairs."
" If you please, sir," returned Mr. Blathers ;
and closely following Mr. Losberne, the two
officers ascended to Oliver's bedroom, Mr. Giles
preceding the party with a lighted candle.
Oliver had been dozing, but looked worse,
and was more feverish than he had appeared
yet. Being assisted by the doctor, he managed
to sit up in bed for a minute or so, and looked
at the strangers without at all understanding
what was going forward, and, in fact, without
seeming to recollect where he was, or what had
been passing.
" This," said Mr. Losberne, speaking softly,
but with great vehemence notwithstanding,
" this is the lad, who, being accidentally
wounded by a spring-gun in some boyish tres
pass on Mr. What-d'ye-call-him's grounds, at
the back here, comes to the house for assist
ance this morning, and is immediately laid hold
of and maltreated by that ingenious gentleman
k 2

.
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with the candle in his hand, who has placed his
life in considerable danger, as I can profession
ally certify."
Messrs. Blathers and Duff looked at Mr.
Giles, as he was thus recommended to their
notice; and the bewildered butler gazed from
them towards Oliver, and from Oliver towards
Mr. Losberne, with a most ludicrous mixture
of fear and perplexity.
" You don't mean to deny that, I suppose ?"
said the doctor, laying Oliver gently down
again.
" It was all done for the —for the best,
sir !" answered Giles. " I am sure I thought
it was the boy, or I wouldn't have meddled
with him. I am not of an inhuman disposition,
sir."
" Thought it was what boy ?" inquired the
senior officer.
" The housebreaker's boy, sir ! " replied
Giles. " They—they certainly had a boy."
" Well, do you think so now ?" inquired
Blathers.

;
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" Think what, now ?" replied Giles, looking
vacantly at his questioner.
" Think it's the same boy, stupid-head ?" re
joined Mr. Blathers, impatiently.
" I don't know ; I really don't know," said
Giles, with a rueful countenance. " I couldn't
swear to him."
" What do you think ?" asked Mr. Blathers.
" I don't know what to think," replied poor
Giles. " I don't think it is the boy ; indeed,
I'm almost certain that it isn't. You know it
can't be."
" Has this man been a-drinking, sir ?" in
quired Blathers, turning to the doctor.
" What a precious muddle-headed chap you
are !" said Duff, addressing Mr. Giles, with
supreme contempt.
Mr. Losberne had been feeling the patient's
pulse during this short dialogue ; but he now
rose from the chair by the bedside, and re
marked, that if the officers had any doubts
upon the subject, they would perhaps like to
step into the next room, and have Brittles be
fore them.
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suggestion,

they ad

journed to a neighbouring apartment, where
Mr. Brittles, being called in, involved himself
and his respected superior in such a wonderful
maze of fresh contradictions and impossibilities
as tended to throw no particular light upon any
thing, save the fact of his own strong mystifica
tion ; except, indeed, his declarations that he
should'nt know the real boy if he were put be
fore him that instant ; that he had only taken
Oliver to be he, because Mr. Giles had said he .
was ; and that Mr. Giles had, five minutes pre
viously, admitted in the kitchen that he began
to be very much afraid he had been a little too
hasty.
Among other ingenious surmises, the ques
tion was then raised, whether Mr. Giles had
really hit anybody, and upon examination of
the fellow pistol to that which he had fired, it
turned out to have no more destructive loading
than gunpowder and brown paper,—a discovery
which made a considerable impression on every
body but the doctor, who had drawn the ball
about ten minutes before.
Upon no one,
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however, did it make a greater impression than
on Mr. Giles himself ; who, after labouring for
some hours under the fear of having mortally_
wounded a fellow-creature, eagerly caught at
this new idea, and favoured it to the utmost.
Finally, the officers, without troubling them
selves very much about Oliver, left the Chertsey
constable in the house, and took up their rest
for that night in the town, promising to return
next morning.
With the next morning there came a rumour
that two men and a boy were in the cage at
Kingston, who had been apprehended over
night under suspicious circumstances; and to
Kingston Messrs. Blathers and Duff journeyed
accordingly.
The suspicious circumstances,
however, resolving themselves, on investigation,
into the one fact, that they had been discovered
sleeping under a haystack, which, although a
great crime, is only punishable by imprison
ment, and is, in the merciful eye of the Eng
lish law, and its comprehensive love of all the
king's subjects, held to be no satisfactory proof,
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in the absence of all other evidence, that the
sleeper, or sleepers, have committed burglary
accompanied with violence, and have therefore
rendered themselves liable to the punishment of
death — Messrs. Blathers and Duff came back
again as wise as they went.
In short, after some more examination, and a
great deal more conversation, a neighbouring
magistrate was readily induced to take the joint
bail of Mrs. Maylie and Mr. Losberne for
Oliver's appearance if he should ever be called
upon ; and Blathers and Duff, being rewarded
with a couple of guineas, returned to town with
divided opinions on the subject of their expedi
tion : the latter gentleman, on a mature consi
deration of all the circumstances, inclining to
the belief that the burglarious attempt had ori
ginated with the Family Pet ; and the former
being equally disposed to concede the full merit
of it to the great Mr. Conkey Chickweed.
Meanwhile, Oliver gradually throve and pro
spered under the united care of Mrs. Maylie,
Rose, and the kind-hearted Mr. Losberne. If
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fervent prayers, gushing from hearts overcharged
with gratitude, be heard in heaven—and if they
be not, what prayers are ?—the blessings which
the orphan child called down upon them sunk
into their souls, diffusing peace and happiness.
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CHAPTER XXXI.
OP THE HAPPY LIFE OLIVER BEGAN TO LEAD WITH HIS
KIND. FRIENDS.
Oliver's ailings were neither slight nor few.
In addition to the pain and delay attendant upon
a broken limb, his exposure to the wet and cold
had brought on fever and ague, which hung
about him for many weeks, and reduced him
sadly. But at length he began, by slow degrees,
to get better, and to be able to say sometimes,
in a few tearful words, how deeply he felt the
goodness of the two sweet ladies, and how ar
dently he hoped that, when he grew strong and
well again, he could do something to shew his
gratitude ; only something which would let
them see the love and duty with which his
breast was full ; something, however slight,
which would prove to them that their gentle
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kindness had not been cast away, but that the
poor boy whom their charity had rescued from
misery, or death, was eager and anxious to serve
them with all his heart and soul.
" Poor fellow!" said Rose, when Oliver had
been one day feebly endeavouring to utter the
words of thankfulness that rose to his pale lips,
—" you shall have many opportunities of serving
us, if you will. We are going into the country,
and my aunt intends that you shall accompany
us. The quiet place, the pure air, and all the
pleasures and beauties of spring, will restore you
in a few days, and we will employ you in a hun
dred ways when you can bear the trouble."
" The trouble!" cried Oliver. " Oh! dear
lady, if I could but work for you—if I could
only give you pleasure by watering your flowers,
or watching your birds, or running up and down
the whole day long to make you happy, what
would I give to do it?"
" You shall give nothing at all," said Miss
Maylie, smiling ; " for, as I told you before, we
shall employ you in a hundred ways ; and if you
only take half the trouble to please us that you
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promise now, you will make me very happy
indeed."
" Happy, ma'am ! " cried Oliver ; " oh, how
kind of you to say so ! "
" You will make me happier than I can tell
you," replied the young lady. " To think that
my dear good aunt should have been the means
of rescuing any one from such sad misery as you
have described to us, would be an unspeakable
pleasure to me ; but to know that the object of
her goodness and compassion was sincerely
grateful, and attached in consequence, would
delight me more than you can well imagine.
Do you understand me?" she inquired, watch
ing Oliver's thoughtful face.
" Oh yes, ma'am, yes!" replied Oliver,
eagerly ; " but I was thinking that I am un
grateful now."
" To whom ?" inquired the young lady.
" To the kind gentleman and the dear old
nurse who took so much care of me before,"
rejoined Oliver. " If they knew how happy I
am, they would be pleased, I am sure."
" I am sure they would," rejoined Oliver's
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benefactress ; " and Mr. Losberne has already
been kind enough to promise that, when you
are well enough to bear the journey, he will
carry you to see them."
"Has he, ma'am?" cried Oliver, his face
brightening with pleasure. " I don't know
what I shall do for joy when I see their kind
faces once again !"
In a short time Oliver was sufficiently reco
vered to undergo the fatigue of this expedition ;
and one morning he and Mr. Losberne set out
accordingly in a little carriage which belonged
to Mrs. Maylie. When they came to Chertsey
Bridge, Oliver turned very pale, and uttered a
loud exclamation. .
"What's the matter with the boy?" cried
the doctor, as usual, all in a bustle. " Do you
see anything — hear anything — feel anything
—eh?"
" That, sir," cried Oliver, pointing out of the
carriage window. " That house ! "
" Yes ; well, what of it ? Stop, coachman.
Pull up here," cried the doctor. " What of the
house, my man—eh ?"
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" The thieves—the house they took me to,"
whispered Oliver.
" The devil it is !" cried the doctor. " Hal
loa, there! let me out!" But before the
coachman could dismount from his box, he had
tumbled out of the coach, by some means or
other and, running down to the deserted tene
ment, began kicking at the door like a mad
man.
"Halloa!" said a little, ugly hump-backed
man, opening the door so suddenly that the
doctor, from the very impetus of his last kick,
nearly fell forward into the passage. " What's
the matter here ?"
" Matter ! " exclaimed the other, collaring
him, without a moment's reflection. " A good
deal. Robbery is the matter."
" There'll be murder, too," replied the hump
backed man, coolly, " if you don't take your
hands off. Do you hear me ?"
" I hear you," said the doctor, giving his
captive a hearty shake. " Where's—confound
the fellow, what's his rascally name—Sikes—
that's it. Where's Sikes, you thief?"
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The hump-backed man stared as if in excess
of amazement and indignation; and twisting
himself dexterously from the doctor's grasp,
growled forth a volley of horrid oaths, and re
tired into the house. Before he could shut the
door, however, the doctor had passed into the
parlour, without a word of parley. He looked
anxiously round: not an article of furniture,
not a vestige of anything, animate or inanimate,
not even the position of the cupboards, answered
Oliver's description !
" Now," said the hump-backed man, who had
watched him keenly, " what do you mean by
coming into my house in this violent way ? Do
you want to rob me, or to murder me ?—which
is it?"
" Did you ever know a man come out to do
either in a chariot and pair, you ridiculous old
vampire ? " said the irritable doctor.
" What do you want, then?" demanded the
hunchback, fiercely. " Will you take yourself
off before I do you a mischief? curse you !"
" As soon as I think proper," said Mr. Losberne, looking into the other parlour, which,
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like the first, bore no resemblance whatever to
Oliver's account of it. " I shall find you out
some day, my friend."
" Will you?" sneered the ill-favoured cripple.
" If you ever want me, I'm here. I haven't
lived here mad, and all alone, for five-andtwenty years, to be scared by you. You shall
pay for this ; you shall pay for this." And so
saying, the mis-shapen little demon set up a
hideous yell, and danced upon the ground as if
frantic with rage.
" Stupid enough, this," muttered the doctor
to himself; " the boy must have made a mistake.
There ; put that in your pocket, and shut your
self up again." With these words he flung the
hunchback a piece of money, and returned to
the carriage.
The man followed to the chariot door, utter
ing the wildest imprecations and curses all the
way ; but as Mr. Losberne turned to speak to
the driver, he looked into the carriage, and
eyed Oliver for an instant with a glance so sharp
and fierce, and at the same time so furious and
vindictive, that, waking or sleeping, he could
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not forget it for months afterwards. He con
tinued to utter the most fearful imprecations
until the driver had resumed his seat, and when
they were once more on their way, they could
see him some distance behind, beating his feet
upon the ground, and tearing his hair in trans
ports of frenzied rage.
" I am an ass !" said the doctor, after a long
silence. " Did you know that before, Oliver?"
" No, sir."
" Then don't forget it another time."
" An ass," said the doctor again, after a fur
ther silence of some minutes. " Even if it had
been the right place, and the right fellows had
been there, what could I have done singlehanded ? And if I had had assistance, I see no
good that I should have done, except leading
to my own exposure, and an unavoidable state
ment of the manner in which I have hushed up
this business. That would have served me
right, though. I am always involving my
self in some scrape or other by acting upon
these impulses, and it might have done me
good."
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Now the fact was, that the excellent doctor
had never acted upon anything else but impulse
all through his life ; and it was no bad compli
ment to the nature of the impulses which
governed him, that so far from being involved
in any peculiar troubles or misfortunes, he had
the warmest respect and esteem of all who knew
him. If the truth must be told, he was a little
out of temper, for a minute or two, at being dis
appointed in procuring corroborative evidence
of Oliver's story on the very first occasion on
which he had a chance of obtaining any. He
soon came round again, however, and finding
that Oliver's replies to his questions were still
as straightforward and consistent, and still
delivered with as much apparent sincerity and
truth, as they had ever been, he made up his
mind to attach full credence to them from that
time forth.
As Oliver knew the name of the street in
which Mr. Brownlow resided, they were enabled
to drive straight thither. When the coach
turned into it, his heart beat so violently that
he could scarcely draw his breath.
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" Now, my boy, which house is it ?" inquired
Mr. Losberne.
" That, that !" replied Oliver, pointing eagerly
out of the window. " The white house. Oh !
make haste ! Pray make haste ! I feel as if I
should die : it makes me tremble so."
" Come, come !" said the good doctor, pat
ting him on the shoulder. " You will see them
directly, and they will be overjoyed to find you
safe and well."
" Oh ! I hope so !" cried Oliver. " They were
so good to me ; so very very good to me, sir."
The coach rolled on. It stopped. No ; that
was the wrong house. The next door. It
went on a few paces, and stopped again. Oliver
looked up at the windows, with tears of happy
expectation coursing down his face.
Alas ! the white house was empty, and there
was a bill in the window—" To Let."
" Knock at the next door," cried Mr. Los
berne, taking Oliver's arm in his. " What has
become of Mr. Brownlow, who used to live in
the adjoining house, do you know ?"
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The servant did not know; but would go
and inquire. She presently returned, and said,
that Mr. Brownlow had sold off his goods, and
gone to the West Indies six weeks before.
Oliver clasped his hands, and sank feebly back
wards.
" Has his housekeeper gone, too ?" inquired
Mr. Losberne, after a moment's pause.
" Yes, sir ;" replied the servant. " The old
gentleman, the housekeeper, and a gentleman,
a friend of Mr. Brownlow's, all went to
gether."
" Then turn towards home again," said Mr.
Losberne to the driver, "and don't stop to
bait the horses till you get out of this con
founded London !"
" The book-stall keeper, sir ?" said Oliver.
" I know the way there. See him, pray sir !
Do see him !"
" My poor boy, this is disappointment enough
for one day," said the doctor. " Quite enough
for both of us. If we go to the book-stall
keeper's we shall certainly find that he is dead,
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or has set his house on fire, or run away.
No ; home again straight !" And in obe
dience to the doctor's first impulse, home they
went.
This bitter disappointment caused Oliver
much sorrow and grief, even in the midst of his
happiness; for he had pleased himself many
times during his illness with thinking of all that
Mr. Brownlow and Mrs. Bedwin would say to
him, and what delight it would be to tell them
how many long days and nights he had passed
in reflecting upon what they had done for him,
and in bewailing his cruel separation from them.
The hope of eventually clearing himself with
them, too, and explaining how he had been
forced away, had buoyed him up and sustained
him under many of his recent trials ; and now
the idea that they should have gone so far, and
carried with them the belief that he was an im
postor and a robber,—a belief which might re
main uncontradicted to his dying day,—was
almost more than he could bear.
The circumstance occasioned no alteration,
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however, in the behaviour of his benefactors.
After another fortnight, when the fine warm
weather had fairly begun, and every tree and
flower was putting forth its young leaves and
rich blossoms, they made preparations for quit
ting the house at Chertsey for some months.
Sending the plate which had so excited the
Jew's cupidity to the banker's, and leaving
Giles and another servant in care of the
house, they departed for a cottage some dis
tance in the country, and took Oliver with
them.
Who can describe the pleasure and delight,
the peace of mind and soft tranquillity, which
the sickly boy felt in the balmy air, and among
the green hills and rich woods, of an inland
village ! Who can tell how scenes of peace
and quietude sink into the minds of pain-worn
dwellers in close and noisy places, and carry
their own freshness deep into theirjaded hearts!
Men who have lived in crowded, pent-up streets,
through whole lives of toil, and never wished
for change ; men, to whom custom has indeed
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been second nature, and who have come almost
to love each brick and stone that formed the
narrow boundaries of their daily walks—even
they, with the hand of death upon them, have
been known to yearn at last for one short
glimpse of Nature's face ; and carried far from
the scenes of their old pains and pleasures,
have seemed to pass at once into a new state
of being, and crawling forth from day to day to
some green sunny spot, have had such me
mories wakened up within them by the mere
sight of sky, and hill, and plain, and glistening
water, that a foretaste of heaven itself has
soothed their quick decline, and they have sunk
into their tombs as peacefully as the sun—whose
setting they watched from their lonely chamber
window but a few hours before—faded from
their dim and feeble sight! The memories
which peaceful country scenes call up are not
of this world, or of its thoughts or hopes,
Their gentle influence may teach us to weave
fresh garlands for the graves of those we loved,
may purify our thoughts, and bear down before
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it old enmity and hatred ; but beneath all this,
there lingers in the least reflective mind a vague
and half-formed consciousness of having held
such feelings long before in some remote and
distant time, which calls up solemn thoughts of
distant times to come, and bends down pride
and worldliness beneath it.
It was a lovely spot to which they repaired,
and Oliver, whose days had been spent among
squalid crowds, and in the midst of noise
and brawling, seemed to enter upon a new
existence there. The rose and honeysuckle
clung to the cottage walls, the ivy crept round
the trunks of the trees, and the garden-flowers
perfumed the air with delicious odours. Hard
by, was a little churchyard : not crowded with
tall, unsightly gravestones, but full of humble
mounds, covered with fresh turf and moss, be
neath which the old people of the village lay at
rest. Oliver often wandered here, and thinking
of the wretched grave in which his mother lay,
would sometimes sit him down and sob unseen;
but, as he raised his eyes to the deep sky over
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head, he would cease to think of her as lying in
the ground, and weep for her sadly, but with
out pain.
It was a happy time. The days were peace
ful and serene, and the nights brought with
them no fear or care ; no languishing in a
wretched prison, or associating with wretched
men : nothing but pleasant and happy thoughts.
Every morning he went to a white-headed old
gentleman, who lived near the little church, who
taught him to read better, and to write, and
spoke so kindly, and took such pains, that
Oliver could never try enough to please him.
Then he would walk with Mrs. Maylie and
Rose, and hear them talk of books, or perhaps
sit near them, in some shady place, and listen
whilst the young lady read, which he could
have done till it grew too dark to see the letters.
Then he had his own lesson for the next day to
prepare, and at this he would work hard, in a
little room which looked into the garden, till
evening came slowly on, when the ladies would
walk out again, and he with them; listening
with such pleasure to all they said, and so happy
VOL. II.
L
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if they wanted a flower that he could climb to
reach, or had forgotten anything he could run
to fetch, that he could never be quick enough
about it. When it became quite dark, and they
returned home, the young lady would sit down
to the piano, and play some melancholy air, or
sing, in a low and gentle voice, some old song
which it pleased her aunt to hear. There would
be no candles at such times as these, and Oliver
would sit by one of the windows, listening to
the sweet music, while tears of tranquil joy
stole down his face.
And when Sunday came, how differently the
day was spent from any manner in which he
had ever spent it yet! and how happily, too;
like all the other days in that most happy
time ! There was the little church, in the
morning, with the green leaves fluttering at the
windows, the birds singing without, and the
sweet-smelling air stealing in at the low porch,
and filling the homely building with its fra
grance. The poor people were so neat and
clean, and knelt so reverently in prayer, that it
seemed a pleasure, not a tedious duty, their
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assembling there together; and though the
singing might be rude, it was real, and sounded
more musical (to Oliver's ears at least) than
any he had ever heard in church before. Then
there were the walks as usual, and many calls
at the clean houses of the labouring men ; and
at night, Oliver read a chapter or two from the
Bible, which he had been studying all the week,
and in the performance of which duty he felt
more proud and pleased than if he had been
the clergyman himself.
In the morning, Oliver would be a-foot by
six o'clock, roaming the fields and surveying
the hedges, far and wide, for nosegays of wild
flowers, with which he would return laden
home, and which it took great care and con
sideration to arrange, to the best advantage, for
the embellishment of the breakfast-table. There
was fresh groundsel, too, for Miss Maylie's
birds, with which Oliver—who had been study
ing the subject under the able tuition of the
village clerk—would decorate the cages in the
most approved taste. When the birds were
l 2
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made all spruce and smart for the
was usually some little commission
to execute in the village ; or, failing
was always something to do in the

day, there
of charity
that, there
garden, or

about the plants, to which Oliver— who had
studied this science also under the same master,
who was a gardener by trade—applied himself
with hearty goodwill till Miss Rose made her
appearance, when there were a thousand com
mendations to be bestowed upon all he had
done, for which one of those light-hearted, beau
tiful smiles was an ample recompence.
So three months glided away ; three months
which, in the life of the most blessed and
favoured of mortals, would have been unmixed
happiness ; but which, in Oliver's troubled and
clouded dawn, were felicity indeed. With the
purest and most amiable generosity on one
side, and the truest, and warmest, and most
soul-felt gratitude on the other, it is no wonder
that, by the end of that short time, Oliver Twist
had become completely domesticated with the
old lady and her niece; and that the fervent
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attachment of his young and sensitive heart was
repaid by their pride in, and attachment to,
himself.
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CHAPTER XXXII.
WHEEEIN THE HAPPINESS OF OLIVER AND HIS FEIENDS
EXPERIENCES A SUDDEN CHECK.
Spring flew swiftly by, and summer came ;
and if the village had been beautiful at first, it
was now in the full glow and luxuriance of its
richness. The great trees, which had looked
shrunken and bare in the earlier months, had
now burst into strong life and health, and
stretching forth their green arms over the
thirsty ground, converted open and naked spots
into choice nooks, where was a deep and plea
sant shade from which to look upon the wide
prospect, steeped in sunshine, which lay
stretched out beyond. The earth had donned
her mantle of brightest green, and shed her
richest perfumes abroad. It was the prime and
vigour of the year, and all things were glad and
flourishing.

OLIVER TWIST.
Still the same quiet life went on at the little
cottage, and the same cheerful serenity pre
vailed among its inmates. Oliver had long
since grown stout and healthy; but health or
sickness made no difference in his warm feel
ings to those about him, (though they do in the
feelings of a great many people,) and he was
still the same gentle, attached, affectionate crea
ture that he had been when pain and suffering
had wasted his strength, and he was dependent
for every slight attention and comfort on those
who tended him.
One beautiful night they had taken a longer
walk than was customary with them, for the
day had been unusually warm, and there was a
brilliant moon, and a light wind had sprung up,
which was unusually refreshing. Rose had
been in high spirits, too, and they had walked
on, in merry conversation, until they had far
exceeded their ordinary bounds. Mrs. Maylie
was fatigued, and they returned more slowly
home. The young lady, merely throwing off
her simple bonnet, sat down to the piano, as
usual ; after running abstractedly over the keys
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for a few minutes, she fell into a low and very
solemn air; and as she played it, they heard
her sob as if she were weeping.
" Rose, my dear?" said the elder lady.
Rose made no reply, but played a little
quicker, as though the sound had roused her
from some painful thoughts.
" Rose, my love !" cried Mrs. Maylie, rising
hastily, and bending over her. " What is this ?
Your face is bathed in tears. My dear child,
what distresses you ?"
" Nothing, aunt, — nothing," replied the
young lady. " I don't know what it is ; I
can't describe it; but I feel so low to-night,
and
"
" Not ill, my love ?" interposed Mrs. Maylie.
" No, no ! Oh, not ill !" replied Rose, shud
dering, as though some deadly dullness were
passing over her while she spoke ; " at least, I
shall be better presently. Close the window,
pray."
Oliver hastened to comply with the request ;
and the young lady, making an effort to recover
her cheerfulness, strove to play some livelier

OLIVER TWIST.

225

tune ; but her fingers dropped powerless on the
keys, and covering her face with her hands, she
sank upon a sofa, and gave vent to the tears
which she was now unable to repress.
" My child !" said the elder lady, folding her
arms about her, "I never saw you thus be
fore."
" I would not alarm you if I could avoid it,"
rejoined Rose ; " but indeed I have tried very
hard, and cannot help this. I fear I am ill,
aunt."
She was, indeed ; for, when candles were
brought, they saw that in the very short time
which had elapsed since their return home, the
hue of her countenance had changed to a mar
ble whiteness. Its expression had lost nothing
of its beauty, but yet it was changed, and there
was an anxious, haggard look about that gentle
face which it had never worn before. Another
minute, and it was suffused with a crimson
flush, and a heavy wildness came over the soft
blue eye ; again this disappeared, like the shadow
thrown by a passing cloud, and she was once
more deadly pale.
L 3
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Oliver, who watched the old lady anxiously,
observed that she was alarmed by these appear
ances, and so, in truth, was he ; but seeing that
she affected to make light of them, he endea
voured to do the same ; and they so far suc
ceeded, that when Rose was persuaded by her
aunt to retire for the night, she was in better
spirits, and appeared even in better health, and
assured them that she felt certain she should
wake in the morning quite well.
"I hope, ma'am," said Oliver, when Mrs.
Maylie returned, " that nothing serious is the
matter? Miss Maylie doesn't look well to
night, but
"
The old lady motioned him not to speak, and
sitting herself down in a dark corner of the
room, remained silent for some time. At length,
she said, in a trembling voice,—
" I hope not, Oliver. I have been very
happy with her for some years—too happy,
perhaps, and it may be time that I should
meet with some misfortune ; but I hope it is
not this."
" What misfortune, ma'am ?" inquired Oliver.
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" The heavy blow," said the old lady, almost
inarticulately, " of losing the dear girl who has
so long been my comfort and happiness."
" Oh ! God forbid !" exclaimed Oliver, has
tily.
" Amen to that, my child !" said the old lady,
wringing her hands.
"Surely there is no danger of anything so
dreadful !" said Oliver. " Two hours ago she
was quite well."
" She is very ill now," rejoined Mrs. Maybe,
" and will be worse, I am sure. My dear, dear
Rose ! Oh, what should I do without her !"
The lady sank beneath her desponding
thoughts, and gave way to such great grief that
Oliver, suppressing his own emotion, ventured
to remonstrate with her, and to beg earnestly
that, for the sake of the dear young lady herself,
she would be more calm.
" And consider, ma'am," said Oliver, as the
tears forced themselves into his eyes, despite his
efforts to the contrary, " Oh ! consider how
young and good she is, and what pleasure and
comfort she gives to all about her. I am sure
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—certain—quite certain—that, for your sake,
who are so good yourself, and for her own, and
for the sake of all she makes so happy, she will
not die. God will never let her die yet."
" Hush !" said Mrs. Maylie, laying her hand
on Oliver's head. "You think like a child,
poor boy ; and although what you say may be
natural, it is wrong. But you teach me my
duty, notwithstanding. I had forgotten it for
a moment, Oliver, and I hope I may be par
doned, for I am old, and have seen enough of
illness and death to know the pain they leave
to those behind. I have seen enough, too, to
know that it is not always the youngest and
best who are spared to those that love them ;
but this should give us comfort rather than sor
row, for Heaven is just, and such things teach
us impressively that there is a far brighter
world than this, and that the passage to it is
speedy. God's will be donel but I love her,
and He alone knows how well !"
Oliver was surprised to see that as Mrs.
Maylie said these words, she checked her
lamentations as though by one struggle, and
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drawing herself up as she spoke, became quite
composed and firm. He was still more asto
nished to find that this firmness lasted, and
that, under all the care and watching which
ensued, Mrs. Maylie was ever ready and col
lected, performing all the duties which devolved
upon her steadily, and, to all external appear
ance, even cheerfully. But he was young, and
did not know what strong minds are capable of
under trying circumstances. How should he,
indeed, when their possessors so seldom know
themselves ?
An anxious night ensued, and when morning
came, Mrs. Maylie's predictions were but too
well verified. Rose was in the first stage of a
high and dangerous fever.
" We must be active, Oliver, and not give
way to useless grief," said Mrs. Maylie, laying
her finger on her lip, as she looked steadily into
his face ; " this letter must be sent, with all pos
sible expedition, to Mr. Losberne. It must be
carried to the market-town, which is not more
than four miles off, by the footpath across the
fields, and thence dispatched by an express on
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horseback straight to Chertsey. The people at
the inn will undertake to do this, and I can
trust you to see it done, I know."
Oliver could make no reply, but looked his
anxiety to be gone at once.
" Here is another letter," said Mrs. Maylie,
pausing to reflect ; " but whether to send it
now, or wait until I see how Rose goes on, I
scarcely know. I would not forward it unless
I feared the worst."
" Is it for Chertsey, too, ma'am ?" inquired
Oliver, impatient to execute his commission,
and holding out his trembling hand for the
letter.
" No," replied the old lady, giving it him
mechanically. Oliver glanced at it, and saw
that it was directed to Harry Maylie, Esquire,
at some lord's house in the country ; where, he
could not make out."
" Shall it go, ma'am?" asked Oliver, looking
up impatiently.
" I think not," replied Mrs. Maylie, taking it
back. " I will wait till to-morrow."
With these words she gave Oliver her purse,
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and he started off without more delay at the
greatest speed he could muster.
Swiftly he ran across the fields, and down the
little lanes which sometimes divided them, now
almost hidden by the high corn on either side,
and now emerging into an open field, where
the mowers and haymakers were busy at their
work ; nor did he stop once, save now and
then, for a few seconds, to recover breath, until
he emerged, in a great heat, and covered with
dust, on the little market-place of the markettown.
Here he paused, and looked about for the
inn. There was a white bank, and a red
brewery, and a yellow town-hall; and in one
corner a large house, with all the wood about it
painted green, before which was the sign of
" The George," to which he hastened directly
it caught his eye.
Oliver spoke to a postboy who was dozing
under the gateway, and who, after hearing what
he wanted, referred him to the hostler; who,
after hearing all he had to say again, referred
him to the landlord, who was a tall gentleman
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in a blue neckcloth, a white hat, drab breeches,
and boots with tops to match, and was leaning
against a pump by the stable-door, picking his
teeth with a silver toothpick.
This gentleman walked with much delibera
tion to the bar to make out the bill, which took
a long time making out, and after it was ready,
and paid, a horse had to be saddled, and a man
to be dressed, which took up ten good minutes
more ; meanwhile, Oliver was in such a des
perate state of impatience and anxiety, that he
felt as if he could have jumped upon the horse
himself, and galloped away full tear to the next
stage. At length, all was ready, and the little
parcel having been handed up, with many in
junctions and entreaties for its speedy delivery,
the man set spurs to his horse, and rattling
over the uneven paving of the market-place, was
out of the town, and galloping along the turn
pike-road, in a couple of minutes.
It was something to feel certain that assist
ance was sent for, and that no time had been
lost. Oliver hurried up the inn-yard with a
somewhat lighter heart, and was turning out of
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the gateway when he accidentally stumbled
against a tall man, wrapped in a cloak, who
was that moment coming out at the inn-door.
" Hah !" cried the man, fixing his eyes on
Oliver, and suddenly recoiling. " What the
devil's this ?"
" I beg your pardon, sir," said Oliver ; " I
was in a great hurry to get home, and didn't
see you were coming."
" Death !" muttered the man to himself,
glaring at the boy with his large dark eyes.
" Who'd have thought it! Grind him to ashes !
He'd start up from a marble coffin to come in
my way !"
" I am sorry, sir," stammered Oliver, con
fused by the strange man's wild look. " I hope
I have not hurt you ?"
" Rot his bones !" murmured the man, in a
horrible passion, between his clenched teeth ;
" if I had only had the courage to say the word, I
might have been free of him in a night. Curses
light upon your head, and black death upon
your heart, you imp! What are you doing
here ?"
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The man shook his fist, and gnashed his
teeth, as he uttered these words incoherently;
and advancing towards Oliver, as if with the
intention of aiming a blow at him, fell vio
lently on the ground, writhing and foaming, in
a fit.
Oliver gazed for a moment at the fearful
struggles of the madman (for such he supposed
him to be), and then darted into the house for
help. Having seen him safely carried into the
hotel, he turned his face homewards, running as
fast as he could, to make up for lost time, and
recalling, with a great deal of astonishment
and some fear, the extraordinary behaviour of
the person from whom he had just parted.
The circumstance did not dwell in his recol
lection long, however ; for when he reached
the cottage, there was enough to occupy his
mind, and to drive all considerations of self
completely from his memory.
Rose Maylie had rapidly grown worse, and
before midnight was delirious.
A medical
practitioner, who resided on the spot, was in
constant attendance upon her, and after first

OLIVER TWIST.

235

seeing the patient, he had taken Mrs. Maylie
aside, and pronounced her disorder to be one of
a most alarming nature. " In fact," he said,
" it would be little short of a miracle if she
recovered."
How often did Oliver start from his bed that
night, and stealing out, with noiseless footstep,
to the staircase, listen for the slightest sound
from the sick chamber ! How often did a trem
ble shake his frame, and cold drops of terror
start upon his brow, when a sudden trampling
of feet caused him to fear that something too
dreadful to think of had even then occurred.
And what had been the fervency of all the
prayers he had ever uttered, compared with
those he poured forth now, in the agony and
passion of his supplication, for the life and
health of the gentle creature who was tottering
on the deep grave's verge !
The suspense, the fearful, acute suspense, of
standing idly by while the life of one we dearly
love is trembling in the balance—the racking
thoughts that crowd upon the mind, and make
the heart beat violently, and the breath come
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thick, by the force of the images they conjure
up before it—the desperate anxiety to be doing
something to relieve the pain, or lessen the dan
ger, which we have no power to alleviate ; and
the sinking of soul and spirit, which the sad
remembrance of our helplessness produces,—
what tortures can equal these, and what reflec
tions or efforts can, in the full tide and fever of
the time, allay them !
Morning came, and the little cottage was
lonely and still. People spoke in whispers ;
anxious faces appeared at the gate from time to
time, and women and children went away in
tears. All the livelong day, and for hours after
it had grown dark, Oliver paced softly up and
down the garden, raising his eyes every instant
to the sick chamber, and shuddering to see the
darkened window looking as if death lay
stretched inside. Late at night, Mr. Losberne
arrived. "It is hard," said the good doctor,
turning away as he spoke ; " so young — so
much beloved—but there is very little hope."
Another morning, the sun shone brightly,—
as brightly as if it looked upon no misery or
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care ; and, with every leaf and flower in full
bloom about her,—with life, and health, and
sounds and sights of joy, surrounding her on
every side, the fair young creature lay wasting
fast. Oliver crept away to the old churchyard,
and sitting down on one of the green mounds,
wept for her in silence.
There was such peace and beauty in the scene,
so much of brightness and mirth in the sunny
landscape, such blithesome music in the songs of
the summer birds, such freedom in the rapid
flight of the rook, careering overhead, so much
of life and joyousness in all, that when the boy
raised his aching eyes, and looked about, the
thought instinctively occurred to him, that this
was not a time for death ; that Rose could
surely never die when humbler things were all
so glad and gay ; that graves were for cold and
cheerless winter, not for sunlight. and fragrance.
He almost thought that shrouds were for the
old and shrunken, and never wrapped the young
and graceful form within their ghastly folds.
A knell from the church bell broke harshly
on these youthful thoughts. Another—again!
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It was tolling for the funeral service. A group
of humble mourners entered the gate, and they
wore white favours, for the corpse was young.
They stood uncovered by a grave; and there
was a mother—a mother once—among the
weeping train. But the sun shone brightly,
and the birds sang on.
Oliver turned homewards, thinking on the
many kindnesses he had received from the
young lady, and wishing that the time could
come over again, that he might never cease
shewing her how grateful and attached he was.
He had no cause for self-reproach on the score
of neglect, or want of thought, for he had been
devoted to her service ; and yet a hundred
little occasions rose up before him on which he
fancied he might have been more zealous and
more earnest, and wished he had been. We
need be careful how we deal with those about
us, for every death carries with it to some small
circle of survivors thoughts of so much omitted,
and so little done—of so many things forgotten,
and so many more which might have been re
paired, that such recollections are among the
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bitterest we can have. There is no remorse so
deep as that which is unavailing ; if we would
be spared its tortures, let us remember this in
time.
When.he reached home, Mrs. Maylie was sit
ting in the little parlour. Oliver's heart sank
at sight of her, for she had never left the bedside
of her niece, and he trembled to think what
change could have driven her away. He learnt
that she had fallen into a deep sleep, from which
she would waken either to recovery and life,
or to bid them farewell, and die.
They sat, listening, and afraid to speak, for
hours. The untasted meal was removed ; and
with looks which shewed that their thoughts
were elsewhere, they watched the sun as he
sank lower and lower, and, at length, cast over
sky and earth those brilliant hues which herald
his departure. Their quick ears caught the
sound of an approaching footstep, and they both
involuntarily darted towards the door, as Mr.
Losberne entered.
" What of Rose ? " cried the old lady. " Tell
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me at once ! I can bear it ; anything but sus
pense ! Oh, tell me ! in the name of Heaven ! "
" You must compose yourself," said the doc
tor, supporting her. " Be calm, my dear ma'am,
pray."
" Let me go, in God's name !" gasped Mrs.
Maylie. " My dear child ! She is dead ! She is
dying!"
" No !" cried the doctor, passionately. " As
He is good and merciful, she will live to bless
us all for years to come."
The lady fell upon her knees, and tried to
fold her hands together ; but the energy which
had supported her so long fled to Heaven with
her first thanksgiving, and she sank back into
the friendly arms which were extended to receive
her.
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CHAPTER XXXIII.
CONTAINS SOME INTRODUCTORY PARTICULARS RELATIVE
TO A YOUNG GENTLEMAN WHO NOW ARRIVES UPON
THE SCENE, AND A NEW ADVENTURE WHICH HAPPENED
TO OLIVER.
It was almost too much happiness to bear.
Oliver felt stunned and stupified by the unex
pected intelligence ; he could not weep, or
speak, or rest. He had scarcely the power of
understanding anything that had passed, until,
after a long ramble in the quiet evening air, a
burst of tears came to his relief, and he seemed
to awaken all at once to a full sense of the joy
ful change that had occurred, and the almost
insupportable load of anguish which had been
taken from his breast.
The night was fast closing in when he re
turned homewards, laden with flowers which he
had culled with peculiar care for the adornvol. n.
M

242

OLIVER TWIST.

ment of the sick chamber. As he walked
briskly along the road, he heard behind him the
noise of some vehicle approaching at a furious
pace. Looking round, he saw that it was a
post-chaise, driven at great speed ; and as the
horses were galloping, and the road was nar
row, he stood leaning against a gate until it
should have passed him by.
As it dashed on, Oliver caught a glimpse of
a man in a white nightcap, whose face seemed
familiar to him, although his view was so brief
that he could not identify the person.
In
another second or two, the nightcap was thrust
Out of the chaise-window, and a stentorian
voice bellowed to the driver to stop, which he
did as soon as he could pull up his horses, when
the nightcap once again appeared, and the same
voice called Oliver by his name.
" Here !" cried the voice. " Master Oliver,
what's the news? Miss Rose — Master O-liver."
" Is it you, Giles ?" cried Oliver, running up
to the chaise-door.
Giles popped out his nightcap again, prepa-
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ratory to making some reply, when he was sud
denly pulled back by a young gentleman who
occupied the other corner of the chaise, and
who eagerly demanded what was the news.
"In a word," cried the gentleman, " better
or worse ?"
"Better — much better!" replied Oliver,
hastily.
" Thank Heaven !" exclaimed the gentleman.
" You are sure ?"
" Quite, sir," replied Oliver ; " the change
took place only a few hours ago, and Mr. Losberne says, that all danger is at an end."
The gentleman said not another word, but,
opening the chaise-door, leaped out, and taking
Oliver hurriedly by the arm, led him aside.
" This is quite certain ?—there is no possi
bility of any mistake on your part, my boy, is
there ?" demanded the gentleman, in a tremu
lous voice. " Pray do not deceive me by awak
ening any hopes that are not to be fulfilled."
" I would not for the world, sir," replied
Oliver.

" Indeed you may believe me.
m2

Mr.
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Losberne's words were, that she would live to
bless us all for many years to come. I heard
him say so."
The tears stood in Oliver's eyes as he recalled
the scene which was the beginning of so much
happiness, and the gentleman turned his face
away, and remained silent for some minutes.
Oliver thought he heard him sob more than
once, but he feared to interrupt him by any fur
ther remark — for he could well guess what his
feelings were — and so stood apart, feigning to
be occupied with his nosegay.
All this time, Mr. Giles, with the white night
cap on, had been sitting upon the steps of the
chaise, supporting an elbow on each knee,
and wiping his eyes with a blue cotton pockethandkerchief dotted with white spots. That
the honest fellow had not been feigning emotion
was abundantly demonstrated by the very red
eyes with which he regarded the young gentle
man, when he turned round and addressed
him.
" I think you had better go on to my mother's

OLIVER TWIST.

245

in the chaise, Giles," said he. " I would rather
walk slowly on, so as to gain a little time before
I see her. You can say I am coming."
" I beg your pardon, Mr. Harry," said Giles,
giving a final polish to his ruffled countenance
with the handkerchief ; " but if you would leave
the postboy to say that, I should be very much
obliged to you. It wouldn't be proper for the
maids to see me in this state, sir; I should
never have any more authority with them if
they did."
"Well," rejoined Harry Maylie, smiling,
" you can do as you like. Let him go on with
the portmanteaus, if you wish it, and do you
follow with us. Only first exchange that night
cap for some more appropriate covering, or we
shall be taken for madmen."
Mr. Giles, reminded of his unbecoming cos
tume, snatched off and pocketed his nightcap,
and substituted a hat of grave and sober shape,
which he took out of the chaise. This done,
the postboy drove off, and Giles, Mr. Maylie,
and Oliver, followed at their leisure.
As they walked along, Oliver glanced from
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time to time with much interest and curiosity
at the new-comer. He seemed about five-andtwenty years of age, and was of the middle
height; his countenance was frank and hand
some, and his demeanour singularly easy and
prepossessing. Notwithstanding the differences
between youth and age, he bore so strong a
likeness to the old lady that Oliver would have
had no great difficulty in imagining their rela
tionship, even if he had not already spoken of
her as his mother.
Mrs. Maybe was anxiously waiting to receive
her son when he reached the cottage, and the
meeting did not take place without great emo
tion on both sides.
" Oh, mother !" whispered the young man,
" why did you not write before ?"
"I did write," replied Mrs. Maybe; "but,
on reflection, I determined to keep back the
letter until I had heard Mr. Losberne's opi
nion."
" But why," said the young man, " why run
the chance of that occurring which so nearly
happened? If Rose had—I cannot utter that
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word now—if this illness had terminated differ
ently, how could you ever have forgiven your
self, or I been happy again ?"
" If that had been the case, Harry," said Mrs.
Maylie, " I fear your happiness would have been
effectually blighted, and that your arrival here a
day sooner or later would have been of very,
very little import."
" And who can wonder if it be so, mother ?"
rejoined the young man ; " or why should I
say, if9—It is—it is—you know it, mother—
you must know it !"
" I know that she well deserves the best and
purest love that the heart of man can offer,"
said Mrs. Maylie ; " I know that the devotion
and affection of her nature require no ordinary
return, but one that shall be deep and lasting.
If I did not feel this, and know, besides, that a
changed behaviour in one she loved would break
her heart, I should not feel my task so difficult
of performance, or have to encounter so many
struggles in my own bosom, when I take what
seems to me to be the strict line of duty."
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"This is unkind, mother," said Harry.
" Do you still suppose that I am so much a boy
as not to know my own mind, or to mistake the
impulses of my own soul ?"
"I think, my dear fellow," returned Mrs.
Maylie, laying her hand upon his shoulder,
" that youth has many generous impulses which
do not last; and that among them are some
which, being gratified, become only the more
fleeting. Above all, I think," said the lady,
fixing her eyes on her son's face, "that if an
enthusiastic, ardent, ambitious young man has
a wife on whose name is a stain, which, though
it originate in no fault of hers, may be visited
by cold and sordid people upon her, and upon
his children also, and, in exact proportion to his
success in the world, be cast in his teeth, and
made the subject of sneers against him, he may
—no matter how generous and good his nature
—one day repent of the connexion he formed
in early life, and she may have the pain and
torture of knowing that he does so."
" Mother," said the young man, impatiently,
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" he would be a mere selfish brute, unworthy
alike of the name of man and of the woman you
describe, who acted thus."
" You think so now, Harry," replied his
mother.
" And ever will !" said the young man. " The
mental agony I have suffered during the last
two days wrings from me the undisguised
avowal to you of a passion which, as you well
know, is not one of yesterday, nor one I have
lightly formed. On Rose, sweet, gentle girl !
my heart is set as firmly as ever heart of man
was set on woman. I have no thought, or view,
or hope, in life beyond her ; and if you oppose
me in this great stake, you take my peace and
happiness in your hands, and cast them to the
wind. Mother, think better of this, and of me,
and do not disregard the warm feelings of which
you seem to think so little."
" Harry," said Mrs. Maylie, " it is because I
think so much of warm and sensitive hearts, that
I would spare them from being wounded. But
we have said enough, and more than enough,
on this matter just now."
M3
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" Let it rest with Rose, then," interposed
Harry. " You will not press these overstrained
opinions of yours so far as to throw any obstacle
in my way ?"
" I will not," rejoined Mrs. Maylie ; " but I
would have you consider
"
" I have considered !" was the impatient reply,
—" I have considered for years—considered
almost since I have been capable of serious re
flection. My feelings remain unchanged, as
they ever will; and why should I suffer the
pain of a delay in giving them vent, which can
be productive of no earthly good ? No ! Before
I leave this place, Rose shall hear me."
" She shall," said Mrs. Maylie.
" There is something in your manner which
would almost imply that she will hear me
coldly, mother," said the young man, anxi
ously.
" Not coldly," rejoined the old lady ; " far
from it."
" How then ?" urged the young man. " She
has formed no other attachment ?"
" No, indeed," replied his mother ; " you
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have, or I mistake, too strong a hold on her
affections already."
" What I would say," resumed the old lady,
stopping her son as he was about to speak, " is
this : Before you stake your all on this chance,
—before you suffer yourself to be carried to the
highest point of hope, reflect for a few moments,
my dear child, on Rose's history, and consider
what effect the knowledge of her doubtful birth
may have on her decision,—devoted as she is
to us, with all the intensity of her noble mind,
and that perfect sacrifice of self which, in all
matters, great or trifling, has always been her
characteristic."
" What do you mean ?"
" That I leave to you to discover," replied
Mrs. Maylie. " I must go back to Rose. God
bless you !"
" I shall see you again to-night ?" said the
young man, eagerly.
" By and by," replied the lady ; " when I
leave Rose."
" You will tell her I am here ?" said Harry.
" Of course," replied Mrs. Maylie.
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" And say how anxious I have been, and how
much I have suffered, and how I long to see
her—you will not refuse to do this, mother ?"
" No," said the old lady ; " I will tell her
that," and pressing her son's hand affection
ately, she hastened from the room.
Mr. Losberne and Oliver had remained at
another end of the apartment while this hur
ried conversation was proceeding. The former
now held out his hand to Harry Maylie, and
hearty salutations were exchanged between
them. The doctor then communicated, in
reply to multifarious questions from his young
friend, a precise account of his patient's situa
tion, which was quite as consolatory and full of
promise as Oliver's statement had encouraged
him to hope ; and to the whole of which, Mr.
Giles, who affected to be busy about the lug
gage, listened with greedy ears.
" Have you shot anything particular lately,
Giles ?" inquired the doctor, when he had con
cluded.
" Nothing particular, sir," replied Mr. Giles,
colouring up to the eyes.
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" Nor catching any thieves, nor identifying
any housebreakers ?" said the doctor, malici
ously.
" None at all, sir," replied Mr. Giles, with
much gravity.
" Well," said the doctor, " I am sorry to
hear it, because you do that sort of thing so
well. Pray, how is Brittles ? "
" The boy is very well, sir," said Mr. Giles,
recovering his usual tone of patronage ; " and
sends his respectful duty, sir."
" That's well," said the doctor. " Seeing
you here, reminds me, Mr. Giles, that on the
day before that on which I was called away so
hurriedly, I executed, at the request of your
good mistress, a small commission in your
favour. Just step into this corner a moment,
will you?"
Mr. Giles walked into the corner with much
importance, and some wonder, and was ho
noured with a short whispering conference with
the doctor; on the termination of which, he
made a great many bows, and retired with steps
of unusual stateliness. The subject matter of
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this conference was not disclosed in the parlour,
but the kitchen was speedily enlightened con
cerning it; for Mr. Giles walked straight thi
ther, and having called for a mug of ale, an
nounced, with an air of majestic majesty, which
was highly effective, that it had pleased his
mistress, in consideration of his gallant beha
viour on the occasion of that attempted robbery,
to deposit in the local savings-bank the sum of
twenty-five pounds for his sole use and benefit.
At this, the two women-servants lifted up their
hands and eyes, and supposed that Mr. Giles
would begin to be quite proud now ; whereunto
Mr. Giles, pulling out his shirt-frill, replied,
" No, no,"—and that if they observed that he
was at all haughty to his inferiors, he would
thank them to tell him so. And then he made
a great many other remarks, no less illustrative
of his humility, which were received with equal
favour and applause, and were withal as original,
and as much to the purpose, as the remarks of
great men commonly are.
Above stairs, the remainder of the evening
passed cheerfully away, for the doctor was in
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high spirits, and however fatigued or thought
ful Harry Maylie might have been at first, he
was not proof against the worthy gentleman's
good humour, which displayed itself in a great
variety of sallies and professional recollections,
and an abundance of small jokes, which struck
Oliver as being the drollest things he had ever
heard, and caused him to laugh proportionately,
to the evident satisfaction of the doctor, who
laughed immoderately at himself, and made
Harry laugh almost as heartily, by the very force
of sympathy. So they were as pleasant a party
as, under the circumstances, they could well have
been, and it was late before they retired, with
light and thankful hearts, to take that rest of
which, after the doubt and suspense they had
recently undergone, they stood so much in
need.
Oliver rose next morning in better heart, and
went about his usual early occupations with
more hope and pleasure than he had known for
many days. The birds were once more hung
out to sing in their old places, and the sweetest
wild flowers that could be found were once
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more gathered to gladden Rose with their
beauty and fragrance. The melancholy which
had seemed to the sad eyes of the anxious boy
to hang for days past over every object, beauti
ful as they all were, was dispelled by magic.
The dew seemed to sparkle more brightly on
the green leaves, the air to rustle among them
with a sweeter music, and the sky itself to look
more blue and bright. Such is the influence
which the condition of our own thoughts exer
cises even over the appearance of external ob
jects. Men who look on nature and their fel
low-men, and cry that all is dark and gloomy,
are in the right; but the sombre colours are
reflections from their own jaundiced eyes and
hearts. The real hues are delicate, and require
a clearer vision.
It is worthy of remark, and Oliver did not fail
to note it at the time, that his morning expedi
tions were no longer made alone. Harry May
lie, after the very first morning when he met
Oliver coming laden home, was seized with
such a passion for flowers, and displayed such
a taste in their arrangement, as left his young
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companion far behind. If Oliver were behind
hand in these respects, however, he knew where
the best were to be found, and morning after
morning they scoured the country together,
and brought home the fairest that blossomed.
The window of the young lady's chamber was
opened now, for she loved to feel the rich sum
mer air stream in and revive her with its fresh
ness ; but there always stood in water, just
inside the lattice, one particular little bunch
which was made up with great care every
morning. Oliver could not help noticing that
the withered flowers were never thrown away,
although the little vase was regularly reple
nished ; nor could he help observing, that when
ever the doctor came into the garden he inva
riably cast his eyes up to that particular corner,
and nodded his head most expressively, as he
set forth on his morning's walk. Pending
these observations, the days were flying by,
and Rose was rapidly and surely recovering.
Nor did Oliver's time hang heavy upon his
hands, although the young lady had not yet left
her chamber, and there were no evening walks,
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save now and then for a short distance with
Mrs. Maylie. He applied himself with redou
bled assiduity to the instructions of the whiteheaded old gentleman, and laboured so hard
that his quick progress surprised even himself
It was while he was engaged in this pursuit
that he was greatly startled and distressed by
a most unexpected occurrence.
The little room in which he was accustomed
to sit, when busy at his books, was on the
ground-floor, at the back of the house. It was
quite a cottage-room, with a lattice-window,
around which were clusters of jessamine and
honeysuckle, that crept over the casement, and
filled the place with their delicious perfume.
It looked into a garden, whence a wicket-gate
opened into a small paddock; all beyond was
fine meadow-land and wood. There was no
other dwelling near in that direction, and the
prospect it commanded was very extensive.
One beautiful evening, when the first shades
of twilight were beginning to settle upon the
earth, Oliver sat at this window, intent upon
his books. He had been poring over them for

OLIVER TWIST.

259

some time ; and as the day had been uncom
monly sultry, and he had exerted himself a great
deal, it is no disparagement to the authors, who
ever they may have been, to say, that gradually
and by slow degrees he fell asleep.
There is a kind of sleep that steals upon us
sometimes, which, while it holds the body pri
soner, does not free the mind from a sense of
things about it, and enable it to ramble as it
pleases. So far as an overpowering heaviness,
a prostration of strength, and an utter inability
to control our thoughts or power of motion, can
be called sleep, this is it ; and yet we have a
consciousness of all that is going on about us,
and even if we dream, words which are really
spoken, or sounds which really exist at the mo
ment, accommodate themselves with surprising
readiness to our visions, until reality and ima
gination become so strangely blended that it is
afterwards almost a matter of impossibility to
separate the two. Nor is this the most striking
phenomenon incidental to such a state. It is
an ascertained fact, that although our senses of
touch and sight be for the time dead, yet our
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sleeping thoughts, and the visionary scenes that
pass before us, will be influenced, and materially
influenced, by the mere silent presence of. some
external object, which may not have been near
us when we closed our eyes, and of whose:
vicinity we have had no waking conscious
ness. .
i
Oliver knew perfectly well that he was in his
own little room, • that his books. were lying on
the table before him, and that the sweet air was
stirring among the creeping plants outside, —
and yet he was asleep. Suddenly, the scene
changed, the air became close and confined, and
he thought, with a glow of terror, that he was in
the Jew's house again. There sat the hideous
old man, in his accustomed corner, pointing at
him, and whispering to another man with his
face averted who sat beside him.
" Hush, my dear !" he thought he heard the
Jew say ; " it is him, sure enough. Come
away."
" He !" the other man seemed to answer ;
" could I mistake him, think you ? If a crowd
of devils were to put themselves into his exact
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shape, and he stood amongst them, there is
something that would tell me how to point him
out. If you buried him fifty feet deep, and
took me across his grave, I should know, if
there wasn't a mark above it, that he lay buried
there. Wither his flesh, I should ! "
The man seemed to say this with such dread
ful hatred that Oliver awoke with the fear, and
started up.
Good God! what was that which sent the
blood tingling to his heart, and deprived him of
voice, or power to move ! There—there—at the
window—close before him—so close, that he
could have almost touched him before he
started back—with his eyes peering into the
room, and meeting his—there stood the Jew!
and beside him, white with rage, or fear, or
both, were the scowling features of the very
man who had accosted him at the inn-yard.
It was but an instant, a glance, a flash, before
his eyes, and they were gone. But they had
recognised him, and he them; and their look
was as firmly impressed upon his memory as if
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it had been deeply carved in stone, and set be
fore him from his birth. He stood transfixed
for a moment, and then, leaping from the win
dow into the garden, called loudly for help.
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CHAPTER XXXIV.
CONTAINING THE UNSATISFACTORY RESULT OF OLIVER'S
ADVENTURE, AND A CONVERSATION OF SOME IMPORT
ANCE BETWEEN HARRY MAYLIE AND ROSE.
When the inmates of the house, attracted
by Oliver's cries, hurried to the spot from
which they proceeded, they found him, pale
and agitated, pointing in the direction of the
meadows behind the house, and scarcely able
to articulate the words, " The Jew! the Jew!"
Mr. Giles was at a loss to comprehend what
this outcry meant; but Harry Maylie, whose
perceptions were something quicker, and who
had heard Oliver's history from his mother,
understood it at once.
"What direction did he take?" he asked,
catching up a heavy stick which was standing
in a corner.
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" That," replied Oliver, pointing out the
course the men had taken ; " I missed them
all in an instant.
" Then they are in the ditch ! " said Harry.
" Follow, and keep as near me as you can." So
saying, he sprang over the hedge, and darted off
with a speed which rendered it matter of ex
ceeding difficulty for the others to keep near
him.
Giles followed as well as he could, and Oliver
followed too ; and in the course of a minute or
two, Mr. Losberne, who had been out walking,
and just then returned, tumbled over the hedge
after them, and picking himself up with more
agility than he could have been supposed to
possess, struck into the same course at no con
temptible speed, shouting all the while most
prodigiously to know what was the matter.
On they all went ; nor stopped they once to
breathe, until the leader, striking off into an
angle of the field indicated by Oliver, began to
search narrowly the ditch and hedge adjoining ;
which afforded time for the remainder of the
party to come up, and for Oliver to communi
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cate to Mr. Losberne the circumstances that
had led to so vigorous a pursuit.
The search was all in vain. There were not
even the traces of recent footsteps to be seen
They stood now on the summit of a little hill,
commanding the open fields in every direction
for three or four miles. There was the village
in the hollow on the left ; but, in order to gain
that, after pursuing the track Oliver had pointed
out, the men must have made a circuit of open
ground, which it was impossible they could have
accomplished in so short a time. A thick wood
skirted the meadow-land in another direction ;
but they could not have gained that covert for
the same reason.
" It must have been a dream, Oliver ?" said
Harry Maylie, taking him aside.
" Oh no, indeed, sir," replied Oliver, shud
dering at the very recollection of the old wretch's
countenance ; " I saw him too plainly for that.
I saw them both as plainly as I see you now."
" Who was the other ?" inquired Harry and
Mr. Losberne, together.
" The very same man that I told you of
VOL. H.
N
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who came so suddenly upon me at the inn,"
said Oliver. " We had our eyes fixed full upon
each other, and I could swear to him.
" They took this way ?" demanded Harry ;
" are you certain of that ?"
" As I am that the men were at the window,"
replied Oliver, pointing down, as he spoke, to
the hedge which divided the cottage-garden
from the meadow. " The tall man leaped over
just there ; and the Jew, running a few paces
to the right, crept through that gap."
The two gentlemen watched Oliver's earnest
face as he spoke, and looking from him to each
other, seemed to feel satisfied of the accuracy
of what he said. Still, in no direction were
there any appearances of the trampling of men
in hurried flight. The grass was long, but it
was trodden down nowhere, save where their
own feet had crushed it. The sides and brinks
of the ditches were of damp clay, but in no one
place could they discern the print of men's
shoes, or the slightest mark which would indi
cate that any feet had pressed the ground for
hours before.
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" This is strange !" said Harry.
" Strange !" echoed the doctor. " Blathers
and Duff themselves could make nothing
of it."
Notwithstanding the evidently inefficacious
nature of their search, however, they did not
desist until the coming on of night rendered
its further prosecution hopeless, and even then
they gave it up with reluctance. Giles was disspatched to the different alehouses in the vil
lage, furnished with the best description Oliver
could give of the appearance and dress of the
strangers ; of whom the Jew was, at all events,
sufficiently remarkable to be remembered, sup
posing he had been seen drinking, or loitering
about ; but he returned without any intelligence
calculated to dispel or lessen the mystery.
On the next day, further search was made,
and the inquiries renewed, but with no better
success. On the day following, Oliver and Mr.
Maylie repaired to the market-town, in the hope
of seeing or hearing something of the men
there ; but this effort was equally fruitless ; and
after a few days, the affair began to be forgotten,
S2
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as most affairs are, when wonder, having no
fresh food to support it, dies away of it
self.
Meanwhile, Rose was rapidly recovering. She
had left her room, was able to go out, and mix
ing once more with the family, carried joy into
the hearts of all.
But although this happy change had a visible
effect on the little circle, and although cheerful
voices and merry laughter were once more
heard in the cottage, there was, at times, an un
wonted restraint upon some there—even upon
Rose herself—which Oliver could not fail to re
mark. Mrs. Maylie and her son were often
closeted together for a long time, and more than
once Rose appeared with traces of tears upon
her face. After Mr. Losberne had fixed a day
for his departure to Chertsey, these symptoms
increased, and it became evident that some
thing was in progress which affected the peace
of the young lady, and of somebody else be
sides.
At length, one morning, when Rose was alone
in the breakfast-parlour, Harry Maylie entered,

OLIVER TWIST.

269

and, with some hesitation, begged permission to
speak with her for a few moments.
" A few— a very few — will suffice, Rose,"
said the young man, drawing his chair towards
her. "What I shall have to say has already
presented itself to your mind ; the most che
rished hopes of my heart are not unknown to
you, though from my lips you have not yet
heard them stated."
Rose had been very pale from the moment
of his entrance, although that might have been
the effect of her recent illness. She merely
bowed, and bending over some plants that
stood near, waited in silence for him to pro
ceed.
" I—I—ought to have left here before," said
Harry.
" You should, indeed," replied Rose. " For
give me for saying so, but I wish you had."
" I was brought here by the most dreadful
and agonizing of all apprehensions," said the
young man ; " the fear of losing the one dear
being on whom my every wish and hope are
centred. You had been dying—trembling be
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tween earth and heaven. We know that when
the young, the beautiful, and good, are visited
with sickness, their pure spirits insensibly turn
towards their bright home of lasting rest, and
hence it is, that the best and fairest of our kind
so often fade in blooming."
There were tears in the eye of the gentle girl
as these words were spoken, and when one fell
upon the flower over which she bent, and glis
tened brightly in its cup, making it more beau
tiful, it seemed as though the outpourings of a
fresh young heart claimed common kindred
with the loveliest things in nature.
" An angel," continued the young man, pas
sionately, " a creature as fair and innocent of
guile as one of God's own angels, fluttered be
tween life and death. Oh! who could hope,
when the distant world to which she was akin
half opened to her view, that she would return
to the sorrow and calamity of this! Rose,
Rose, to know that you were passing away like
some soft shadow, which a light from above
casts upon the earth—to have no hope that you
would be spared to those who linger here, and
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to know no reason why you should—to feel that
you belonged to that bright sphere whither so
many gifted creatures, in infancy and youth,
have winged their early flight—and yet to pray,
amid all these consolations, that you might be
restored to those who loved you — these are
distractions almost too great to bear. They
were mine by day and night, and with them
came such a rushing torrent of fears, and appre
hensions, and selfish regrets, lest you should die
and never know how devotedly I loved you, as
almost bore down sense and reason in its
course. You recovered — day by day, and
almost hour by hour, some drop of health came
back, and mingling with the spent and feeble
stream of life which circulated languidly within
you, swelled it again to a high and rushing tide.
I have watched you change almost from death
to life, with eyes that moistened with their own
eagerness and deep affection. Do not tell me
that you wish I had lost this ; for it has softened
my heart to all mankind."
" I did not mean that," said Rose, weeping ;
" I only wish you had left here, that you might
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have turned to high and noble pursuits again —
to pursuits well worthy of you."
" There is no pursuit more worthy of me —
more worthy of the highest nature that exists—
than the struggle to win such a heart as yours,"
said the young man, taking her hand. " Rose,
my own dear Rose, for years —for years, I have
loved you, hoping to win my way to fame, and
then come proudly home and tell you it had
been sought only for you to share ; thinking in
my day-dreams how I would remind you in that
happy moment of the many silent tokens I had
given of a boy's attachment, and rally you who
had blushed to mark them, and then claim your
hand, as if in redemption of some old mute con
tract that had been sealed between us. That
time has not arrived ; but here, with no fame
won, and no young vision realized, I give to
you the heart so long your own, and stake my
all upon the words with which you greet the
offer."
" Your behaviour has ever been kind and
noble," said Rose, mastering the emotions by
which she was agitated. " As you believe that
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I am not insensible or ungrateful, so hear my
answer."
" It is, that I may endeavour to deserve you
—is it, dear Rose ?"
" It is," replied Rose, " that you must en
deavour to forget me—not as your old and
dearly-attached companion, for that would
wound me deeply, but as the object of your
love. Look into the world, think how many
hearts you would be equally proud to gain are
there. Confide some other passion to me if
you will, and I will be the truest, warmest,
most faithful friend you have."
There was a pause, during which, Rose, who
had covered her face with one hand, gave free
vent to her tears. Harry still retained the
other. " And your reasons, Rose," he said, at
length, in a low voice ; " your reasons for this
decision—may I ask them ?"
" You have a right to know them," rejoined
Rose. " You can say nothing to alter my reso
lution. It is a duty that I must perform. I
owe it alike to others and to myself."
" To yourself?"

'
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" Yes, Harry ; I owe it to myself, that I, a
friendless, portionless girl, with a blight upon
my name, should not give the world reason to
suspect that I had sordidly yielded to your first
passion, and fastened myself, a clog, upon all
your hopes and projects. I owe it to you and
yours, to prevent you from opposing, in the
warmth of your generous nature, this great ob
stacle to your progress in the world."
" If your inclinations chime with your sense
of duty
" Harry began.
" They do not," replied Rose, colouring
deeply.
" Then you return my love ?" said Harry.
" Say but that, Rose ; say but' that, and soften
the bitterness of this hard disappointment !"
" If I could have done so without doing
heavy wrong to him I loved," rejoined Rose,
" I could have
"
" Have received this declaration very dif
ferently ?" said Harry, with great eagerness. " Do
not conceal that from me, at least, Rose."
" I could," said Rose. " Stay," she added,
disengaging her hand, " why should we prolong

OLIVER TWIST.

275

this painful interview ? most painful to me, and
yet productive of lasting happiness notwith
standing ; for it will be happiness to know that
I once held the high place in your regard which
I now occupy, and every triumph you achieve
in life will animate me with new fortitude and
firmness. Farewell, Harry ! for as we have
met to-day, we meet no more : but in other re
lations than those in which this conversation
would have placed us, may we be long and hap
pily intwined ; and may every blessing that the
prayers of a true and earnest heart can call
down from where all is truth and sincerity,
cheer and prosper you !"
" Another word, Rose," said Harry. " Your
reason in your own words. From your own
lips let me hear it."
" The prospect before you," answered Rose,
firmly, " is a brilliant one ; all the honours to
which great talents and powerful connexions
can help men in public life are in store for you.
But those connexions are proud, and I will
neither mingle with such as hold in scorn the
mother who gave me life, nor bring disgrace or
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failure upon the son of her who has so well
supplied that mother's place. In a word,"
said the young lady, turning away, as her tem
porary firmness forsook her, " there is a stain
upon my name which the world visits on inno
cent heads : I will carry it into no blood but
my own, and the reproach shall rest alone on
me."
" One word more, Rose—dear Rose ! one
more !" cried Harry, throwing himself before
her. " If I had been less, less fortunate, as
the world would call it,—if some obscure and
peaceful life had been my destiny,—if I had
been poor, sick, helpless,—would you have
turned from me then? or has my probable
advancement to riches and honour given this
scruple birth?"
" Do not press me to reply," answered Rose,
" the question does not arise, and never will.
It is unfair, unkind, to urge it."
" If your answer be what I almost dare to
hope it is," retorted Harry, " it will shed a'
gleam of happiness upon my lonely way, and
light the dreary path before me. It is not an
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idle thing to do so much, by the utterance of a
few brief words, for one who loves us beyond
all else. Oh, Rose ! in the name of my ardent
and enduring attachment,—in the name of all I
have suffered for you, and all you doom me to
undergo,—answer me that one question !"
" Then, if your lot had been differently cast,"
rejoined Rose ; " if you had been even a little,
but not so far, above me ; if I could have been a
help and comfort to you in some humble scene
of peace and retirement, and not a blot and
drawback in ambitious and distinguished crowds,
I should have been spared this trial. I have
every reason to be happy, very happy, now;
but then, Harry, I own I should have been
happier."
Busy recollections of old hopes, cherished as
a girl long ago, crowded into the mind of Rose,
while making this avowal; but they brought
tears with them, as old hopes will when they
come back withered, and they relieved her.
" I cannot help this weakness, and it makes
my purpose stronger," said Rose, extending her
hand. " I must leave you now, indeed."
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" I ask one promise," said Harry. " Once,
and only once more,—say within a year, but it
may be much sooner,— let me speak to you
again on this subject for the last time."
" Not to press me to alter my right determi
nation," replied Rose, with a melancholy smile ;
" it will be useless."
" No," said Harry ; " to hear you repeat it,
if you will ; finally repeat it. I will lay at your
feet whatever of station or fortune I may pos
sess, and if you still adhere to your present
resolution, will not seek by word or act to
change it."
" Then let it be so," rejoined Rose ; " it is
but one pang the more, and by that time I may
be enabled to bear it better."
She extended her hand again, but the young
man caught her to his bosom, and imprinting
one kiss upon her beautiful forehead, hurried
from the room.
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CHAPTER XXXV.
IS A VERY SHORT ONE, AND MAY APPEAR OP NO GREAT
IMPORTANCE IN ITS PLACE, BUT IT SHOULD BE READ
NOTWITHSTANDING, AS A SEQUEL TO THE LAST, AND
A KEY TO ONE THAT WILL FOLLOW WHEN ITS TIME
ARRIVES.
"And so you are resolved to be my travel
ling-companion this morning — eh ?" said the
doctor, as Harry Maylie joined him and Oliver
at the breakfast-table. " Why, you are not in
the same mind or intention two half-hours
together."
" You will tell me a different tale one of
these days," said Harry, colouring without any
perceptible reason.
" I hope I may have good cause to do so,"
replied Mr. Losberne ; " though I confess I
don't think I shall. But yesterday morning
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you had made up your mind, in a great hurry
to stay here, and accompany your mother, like
a dutiful son, to the sea-side ; before noon, you
announce that you are going to do me the
honour of accompanying me as far as I go on
your road to London ; and at night, you urge
me with great mystery to start before the ladies
are stirring ; the consequence of which is, that
young Oliver here is pinned down to his break
fast when he ought to be ranging the meadows
after botanical phenomena of all kinds. Too
bad, isn't it, Oliver ?"
" I should have been very sorry not to have
been at home when you and Mr. Maylie went
away, sir," rejoined Oliver.
" That's a fine fellow," said the doctor ; " you
shall come and see me when you return. But,
to speak seriously, Harry, has any communica
tion from the great nobs produced this sudden
anxiety on your part to be gone ?"
" The great nobs," replied Harry, " under
which designation, I presume, you include my
most stately uncle, have not communicated
with me at all since I have been here, nor, at
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this time of the year, is it likely that anything
would occur to render necessary my immediate
attendance among them."
" Well," said the doctor, " you are a queer
fellow. But of course they will get you into
parliament at the election before Christmas,
and these sudden shiftings and changes arc
no bad preparation for political life. There's
something in that ; good training is always de
sirable, whether the race be for place, cup, or
sweepstakes."
Harry Maylie looked as if he could have
followed up this short dialogue by one or two
remarks that would have staggered the doctor
not a little, but he contented himself with say
ing, " We shall see," and pursued the subject
no further. The post-chaise drove up to the
door shortly afterwards, and Giles coming in
for the luggage, the good doctor bustled out to
see it packed away.
" Oliver," said Harry Maylie, in a low voice,
" let me speak a word with you."
Oliver walked into the window-recess to
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which Mr. Maylie beckoned him ; much sur
prised at the mixture of sadness and bois
terous spirits, which his whole behaviour dis
played.
" You can write well now," said Harry, lay
ing his hand upon his arm.
" I hope so, sir," replied Oliver.
" I shall not be at home again, perhaps for
some time ; I wish you would write to me—
say once a fortnight, every alternate Monday,
to the General Post Office in London: will
you?" said Mr. Maylie.
" Oh ! certainly, sir ; I shall be proud to do
it," exclaimed Oliver, greatly delighted with
the commission.
" I should like to know how—how my mo
ther and Miss Maylie are," said the young
man ; and you can fill up a sheet by telling me
what walks you take, and what you talk about,
and whether she—they, I mean, seem happy
and quite well. You understand me ?"
" Oh ! quite, sir, quite," replied Oliver.
" I would rather you did not mention it to
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them," said Harry, hurrying over his words;
" because it might make my mother anxious to
write to me oftener, and it is a trouble and worry
to her. Let it be a secret between you and me,
and mind you tell me every thing ; I depend
upon you."
Oliver, quite elated and honoured by a
sense of his importance, faithfully promised
to be secret and explicit in his communica
tions, and Mr. Maylie took leave of him with
many warm assurances of his regard and pro
tection.
The doctor was in the chaise ; Giles (who, it
had been arranged, should be left behind) held
the door open in his hand; and the womenservants were in the garden looking on. Harry
cast one slight glance at the latticed window,
and jumped into the carriage.
"Drive on!" he cried, " hard, fast, full
gallop ; nothing short of flying will keep pace
with me to-day."
" Halloa ! " cried the doctor, letting down
the front glass in a great hurry, and shout
ing to the postilion, " something very short
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of flying will keep pace with me. Do you
hear?"
Jingling and clattering, till distance rendered
its noise inaudible, and its rapid progress
only perceptible to the eye, the vehicle wound
its way along the road almost hidden in a
cloud of dust, now wholly disappearing, and
now becoming visible again, as intervening
objects or the intricacies of the way per
mitted. It was not until even the dusty cloud
was no longer to be seen that the gazers
dispersed.
And there was one looker-on, who remained
with eyes fixed upon the spot where the car
riage had disappeared, long after it was many
miles away ; for behind the white curtain which
had shrouded her from view when Harry
raised his eyes towards the window, sat Rose
herself.
" He seems in high spirits and happy,"
she said, at length. " I feared for a time he
might be otherwise—I was mistaken. I am
very, very glad."
Tears are signs of gladness as well as grief;
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but those which coursed down Rose's face,
as she sat pensively at the window, still gazing
in the same direction, seemed to tell more of
sorrow than of joy.
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CHAPTER XXXVI.
IN WHICH THE READER, IF HE OR SHE RESORT TO THE
FIFTH CHAPTER OF THIS SECOND BOOK, WILL PERCEIVE
A CONTRAST NOT UNCOMMON IN MATRIMONIAL CASES.
Mr. Bumble sat in the workhouse parlour,
with his eyes moodily fixed on the cheerless
grate, whence, as it was summer time, no
brighter gleam proceeded than the reflection of
certain sickly rays of the sun, which were sent
back from its cold and shining surface. A paper
fly-cage dangled from the ceiling, to which he
occasionally raised his eyes in gloomy thought ;
and, as the heedless insects hovered round the
gaudy network, Mr. Bumble would heave a
deep sigh, while a more gloomy shadow over
spread his countenance. Mr. Bumble was
meditating, and it might be that the insects
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brought to mind some painful passage in his
own past life.
Nor was Mr. Bumble's gloom the only thing
calculated to awaken a pleasing melancholy in
the bosom of a spectator. There were not
wanting other appearances, and those closely
connected with his own person, which an
nounced that a great change had taken place in
the position of his affairs. The laced coat and
the cocked hat, where were they? He still
wore knee-breeches and dark cotton stockings
on his nether limbs, but they were not the
breeches. The coat was wide-skirted, and i
that respect like the coat, but, oh, how different !
The mighty cocked-hat was replaced by a mo
dest round one. Mr. Bumble was no longer a
beadle.
There are some promotions in life which,
independent of the more substantial rewards
they offer, acquire peculiar value and dignity
from the coats and waistcoats connected with
them. A field-marshal has his uniform, a
bishop his silk apron, a counsellor his silk
gown, a beadle his cocked hat.
Strip the
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bishop of his apron, or the beadle of his cocked
hat and gold lace, what are they ? Men,—mere
men. Dignity, and even holiness too, some
times, are more questions of coat and waistcoat
than some people imagine.
Mr. Bumble had married Mrs. Corney, and
was master of the workhouse. Another beadle
had come into power, and on him the cockedhat, gold-laced coat, and staff, had all three
descended.
" And to-morrow two months it was done P
said Mr. Bumble, with a sigh. " It seems a age."
Mr. Bumble might have meant that he had
concentrated a whole existence of happiness
into the short space of eight weeks ; but the
sigh—there was a vast deal of meaning in the
sigh.
"I sold myself," said Mr. Bumble, pursuing
the same train of reflection, " for six teaspoons,
a pair of sugar-tongs, and a milk-pot, with a
small quantity of second-hand furniter, and
twenty pound in money. I went very reason
able—cheap, dirt cheap."
" Cheap !" cried a shrill voice in Mr. Bumble's
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ear : " You would have been dear at any price ;
arid dear enough I paid for you, Lord above
knows that!"
Mr. Bumble turned and encountered the face
of his interesting consort, who, imperfectly com
prehending the few words she had overheard
of his complaint, had hazarded the foregoing
remark at a venture.
" Mrs. Bumble, ma'am!" said Mr. Bumble,
with sentimental sternness.
" Well ?" cried the lady.
" Have the goodness to look at me," said
Mr. Bumble, fixing his eyes upon her.
" If she stands such a eye as that," said Mr.
Bumble to himself, " she can stand anything.
It is a eye I never knew to fail with paupers,
and if it fails with her my power is gone."
Whether an exceedingly small expansion of
eye is sufficient to quell paupers, who, being
lightly fed, are in no very high condition, or
whether the late Mrs. Corney was particularly
proof against eagle glances, are matters of
opinion. The matter of fact is, that the matron
was in no way overpowered by Mr. Bumble's
vol. n.
o
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scowl, but on the contrary, treated it with
great disdain, and even raised a laugh thereat,
which sounded as though it were genuine.
On hearing this most unexpected sound,
Mr. Bumble looked first incredulous, and after
wards, amazed. He then relapsed into his
former state ; nor did he rouse himself until his
attention was again awakened by the voice of
his partner.
" Are you going to sit snoring there all
day ?" inquired Mrs. Bumble.
" I am going to sit here as long as I think
proper, ma'am," rejoined Mr. Bumble ; " and
although I was not snoring, I shall snore, gape,
sneeze, laugh, or cry, as the humour strikes me,
such being my prerogative."
" Your prerogative !" sneered Mrs. Bumble,
with ineffable contempt.
" I said the word, ma'am," observed Mr.
Bumble. " The prerogative of a man is to
command."
" And what's the prerogative of a w oman,
in the name of goodness?" cried the relict of
Mr. Corney, deceased.
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" To obey, ma'am," thundered Mr. Bumble.
" Your late unfort'nate husband should have
taught it you, and then, perhaps, he might
have been alive now. I wish he was, poor
man !"
Mrs. Bumble, seeing at a glance that the deci
sive moment had now arrived, and that a blow
struck for the mastership on one side or other
must necessarily be final and conclusive, no
sooner heard this allusion to the dead and gone,
than she dropped into a chair, and with a loud
scream, that Mr. Bumble was a hard-hearted
brute, fell into a paroxysm of tears.
But tears were not the things to find their
way to Mr. Bumble's soul ; his heart was water
proof. Like washable beaver hats, that improve
with rain, his nerves were rendered stouter and
more vigorous by showers of tears, which, being
tokens of weakness, and so far tacit admissions
of his own power, pleased and exalted him. He
eyed his good lady with looks of great satis
faction, and begged, in an encouraging manner,
that she should cry her hardest, the exercise
o2
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being looked upon by the faculty as strongly
conducive to health.
" It opens the lungs, washes the countenance,
exercises the eyes, and softens down the tem
per," said Mr. Bumble ; " so cry away."
As he discharged himself of this pleasantry,
Mr. Bumble took his hat from a peg, and put
ting it on rather rakishly on one side, as a man
might do who felt he had asserted his supe
riority in a becoming manner, thrust his hands
into his pockets, and sauntered towards the door
with much ease and waggishness depicted in his
whole appearance.
Now, Mrs. Corney that was had tried the
tears, because they were less troublesome than
a manual assault ; but she was quite prepared to
make trial of the latter mode of proceeding, as
Mr. Bumble was not long in discovering.
The first proof he experienced of the fact was
conveyed in a hollow sound, immediately suc
ceeded by the sudden flying off of his hat to the
opposite end of the room. This preliminary
proceeding laying bare his head, the expert lady,
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clasping him tight round the throat with one
hand, inflicted a shower of blows (dealt with
singular vigour and dexterity) upon it with the
other. This done, she created a little variety
by scratching his face and tearing his hair off,
and having, by this time, inflicted as much
punishment as she deemed necessary for the
offence, she pushed him over a chair, which was
luckily well situated for the purpose, and defied
him to talk about his prerogative again if he
dared.
" Get up !" said Mrs. Bumble, in a voice of *
command, "and take yourself away from here,
unless you want me to do something desperate."
Mr. Bumble rose with a very rueful counte
nance, wondering much what something des
perate might be, and, picking up his hat, looked
towards the door.
" Are you going ?" demanded Mrs. Bumble.
" Certainly, my dear, certainly," rejoined
Mr. Bumble, making a quicker motion towards
the door. " I didn't intend to—I'm going, my
dear—you are so very violent, that really I—"
At this instant, Mrs. Bumble stepped hastily
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forward to replace the carpet, which had been
kicked up in the scuffle ; and Mr. Bumble im
mediately darted out of the room, without be
stowing another thought on his unfinished sen
tence, leaving the late Mrs. Corney in full pos
session of the field.
Mr. Bumble was fairly taken by surprise,
and fairly beaten. He had a decided bullying
propensity, derived no inconsiderable pleasure
from the exercise of petty cruelty, and, conse
quently, was (it is needless to say) a coward.
This is by no means a disparagement to his
character ; for many official personages, who are
held in high respect and admiration, are the
victims of similar infirmities. The remark is
made, indeed, rather in his favour than other
wise, and with the view of impressing the reader
with a just sense of his qualifications for office.
But the measure of his degradation was not
. yet full. After making a tour of the house, and
thinking, for the first time, that the poor-laws
really were too hard upon people, and that men
who ran away from their wives, leaving them
chargeable to the parish, ought, in justice, to be
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visited with no punishment at all, but rather
rewarded as meritorious individuals who had
suffered much, Mr. Bumble came to a room
where some of the female paupers were usually
employed in washing the parish linen, and
whence the sound of voices in conversation now
proceeded.
" Hem !" said Mr. Bumble, summoning up
all his native dignity " These women at least
shall continue to respect the prorogative. Hallo !
hallo there !—what do you mean by this noise,
you hussies ?"
With these words, Mr. Bumble opened the
door, and walked in with a very fierce and angry
manner, which was at once exchanged for a most
humiliated and cowering air, as his eyes unex
pectedly rested on the form of his lady wife.
"My dear," said Mr. Bumble, "I didn't
know you were here."
" Didn't know I was here !" repeated Mrs.
Bumble. " What do you do here ?"
" I thought they were talking rather too
much to be doing their work properly, my dear,"
replied Mr. Bumble, glancing distractedly at a
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couple of old women at the washtub, who were
comparing notes of admiration at the work
house-master's humility.
" You thought they were talking too much ?"
said Mrs. Bumble. "What business is it> of
yours ?"
" Why, my dear—" urged Mr. Bumble, sub
missively.
" What business is it of yours ?" demanded
Mrs. Bumble, again.
" It's very true, you're matron here, my
dear," submitted Mr. Bumble ; " but I thought
you mightn't be in the way just then."
" I'll tell you what, Mr. Bumble," returned
his lady, "we don't want any of your inter
ference, and you're a great deal too fond of
poking your nose into things that don't concern
you, making everybody in the house laugh the
moment your back is turned, and making your
self look like a fool every hour in the day. Be
off ; come !"
Mr. Bumble, seeing with excruciating feel
ings the delight of the two old paupers who
were tittering together most rapturously, hesi-
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tated for an instant. Mrs. Bumble, whose
patience brooked no delay, caught up a bowl
of soap-suds, and motioning him towards the
door, ordered him instantly to depart, on pain
of receiving the contents upon his portly person.
What could Mr. Bumble do? He looked
dejectedly round, and slunk away ; and, as he
reached the door, the titterings of the paupers
broke into a shrill chuckle of irrepressible de
light. It wanted but this. He was degraded
in their eyes ; he had lost caste and station be
fore the very paupers ; he had fallen from all
the height and pomp of beadleship to the lowest
depth of the most snubbed hen-peckery.
" All in two months !" said Mr. Bumble,
filled with dismal thoughts. " Two months —
not more than two months ago, I was not only
my own master, but everybody else's, so far as
the porochial workhouse was concerned, and
nowT
"
It was too much. Mr. Bumble boxed the
ears of the boy who opened the gate for him
(for he had reached the portal in his reverie),
and walked distractedly into the street,
o3
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He walked up one street and down another,
until exercise had abated the first passion of his
grief, and then the revulsion of feeling made
him thirsty. He passed a great many publichouses, and at length paused before one in a
by-way, whose parlour, as he gathered from a
hasty peep over the blinds, was deserted, save
by one solitary customer. It began to rain
heavily at the moment, and this determined
him ; Mr. Bumble stepped in, and ordering
something to drink, as he passed the bar, entered
the apartment into which he had looked from
the street.
The man who was seated there was tall and
dark, and wore a large cloak. He had the air
of a stranger, and seemed, by a certain haggardness in his look, as well as by the dusty soils
on his dress, to have travelled some distance.
He eyed Bumble askance as he entered, but
scarcely deigned to nod his head in acknow
ledgment of his salutation.
Mr. Bumble had quite dignity enough for
two, supposing even that the stranger had been
more familiar, so he drank his gin-and-water in
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silence, and read the paper with great show of
pomp and importance.
It so happened, however— as it will happen
very often, when men fall into company under
such circumstances—that Mr. Bumble felt every
now and then a powerful inducement, which he
could not resist, to steal a look at the stranger ;
and that whenever he did so he withdrew his
eyes in some confusion, to find that the stranger
was at that moment stealing a look at him.
Mr. Bumble's awkwardness was enhanced by
the very remarkable expression of the stranger's
eye, which was keen and bright, but shadowed
by a scowl of distrust and suspicion, unlike any
thing he had ever observed before, and most
repulsive to behold.
When they had encountered each other's
glance several times in this way, the stranger,
in a harsh, deep voice, broke silence.
" Were you looking for me," he said, " when
you peered in at the window ?"
" Not that I am aware of, unless you're
Mr.
" Here Mr. Bumble stopped short,
for he was curious to know the stranger's name,
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and thought, in his impatience, he might supply
the blank.
" I see you were not," said the stranger, an
expression of quiet sarcasm playing about his
mouth, " or you would have known my name.
You don't know it, and I should recommend
you not to inquire."
" I meant no harm, young man," observed
Mr. Bumble, majestically.
" And have done none," said the stranger.
Another silence succeeded this short dialogue,
which was again broken by the stranger.
" I have seen you before, I think," said he.
" You were differently dressed at that time,
and I only passed you in the street, but I should
know you again. You were beadle here once,
were you not ?"
" I was," said Mr. Bumble, in some surprise ;
" porochial beadle."
" Just so," rejoined the other, nodding his
head. " It was in that character I saw you.
" What are you now ?"
" Master of the workhouse, rejoined Mr.
Bumble, slowly and impressively, to check any
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undue familiarity the stranger might otherwise
assume. " Master of the workhouse, young
man!"
" You have the same eye to your own interest
that you always have had, I doubt not?" re
sumed the stranger, looking keenly into Mr
Bumble's eyes, as he raised them in astonish
ment at the question. " Don't scruple to an
swer freely, man. I know you pretty well, you
see."
" I suppose, a married man," replied Mr.
Bumble, shading his eyes with his hand, and
surveying the stranger from head to foot in
evident perplexity, " is not more averse to turn
ing an honest penny when he can than a single
one. Porochial officers are not so well paid
that they can afford to refuse any little extra fee,
when it comes to them in a civil and proper
manner."
The stranger smiled, and nodded his head
again ; as much as to say, he found he had not
mistaken his man : then rang the bell.
" Fill this glass again," he said, handing Mr.
Bumble's empty tumbler to

the landlord.
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" Let it be strong and hot.

You like it so, I

suppose ?"
" Not too strong," replied Mr. Bumble, with
a delicate cough.
" You understand what that means, land
lord ! " said the stranger, drily.
The host smiled, disappeared, and shortly
afterwards returned with a steaming jorum, of
which the first gulp brought the water into
Mr. Bumble's eyes.
" Now listen to me," said the stranger, after
closing the door and window. " I came down
to this place to-day to find you out, and, by
one of those chances which the devil throws in
the way of his friends sometimes, you walked
into the very room I was sitting in while you
were uppermost in my mind. I want some in
formation from you, and don't ask you to give
it for nothing, slight as it is. Put up that to
begin with."
As he spoke, he pushed a couple of sovereigns
across the table to his companion carefully, as
though unwilling that the chinking of money
should be heard without ; and when Mr. Bum
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ble had scrupulously examined the coins, to see
that they were genuine, and put them up, with
much satisfaction, in his waistcoat-pocket, he
went on,—
" Carry your memory back—let me see—
twelve years, last winter."
" It's a long time," said Mr. Bumble. " Very
good. I've done it."
" The scene, the workhouse."
" Good!"
" And the time, night."
" Yes."
" And the place, the crazy hole, wherever it
was, in which miserable drabs brought forth
the life and health so often denied to themselves
—gave birth to puling children for the parish
to rear, and hid their shame, rot 'em, in the
grave !"
" The lying-in room, I suppose, that means ? "
said Mr. Bumble, not quite following the stran
ger's excited description.
" Yes," said the stranger. " A boy was born
there."
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" A many boys," observed Mr. Bumble,
shaking his head, despondingly.
" A murrain on the young devils !" cried the
stranger, impatiently ; " I speak of one, a meeklooking, pale-faced hound, who was apprenticed
down here to a coffin-maker, (I wish he had
made his coffin, and screwed his body in it,) and
who afterwards ran away to London, as it was
supposed."
"Why, you mean Oliver—young Twist?"
said Mr. Bumble ; " I remember him, of course.
There wasn't a obstinater young rascal
"
" It's not of him I want to hear ; I've heard
enough of him," said the stranger, stopping Mr.
Bumble in the very outset of a tirade on the
subject of poor Oliver's vices. " It's of a
woman, the hag that nursed his mother. Where
is she?"
" Where is she ? " said Mr. Bumble, whom
the gin-and-water had rendered facetious. " It
would be hard to tell. There's no midwifery
there, whichever place she's gone to ; so I
suppose she's out of employment any way."
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" What do you mean ?" demanded the stran
ger, sternly.
" That she died last winter," rejoined Mr.
Bumble.
The man looked fixedly at him when he had
given this information, and although he did not
withdraw his eyes for some time afterwards, his
gaze gradually became vacant and abstracted,
and he seemed lost in thought. For some time,
he appeared doubtful whether he ought to be
relieved or disappointed by the intelligence, but
at length he breathed more freely, and with
drawing his eyes, observed that it was no great
matter, and rose as if to depart.
Mr. Bumble was cunning enough, and he at
once saw that an opportunity was opened for
the lucrative disposal of some secret in the pos
session of his better half. He well remem
bered the night of old Sally's death, which the
occurrences of that day had given him good
reason to recollect, as the occasion on which he
had proposed to Mrs. Corney; and although
that lady had never confided to him the dis
closure of which she had been the solitary
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witness, he had heard enough to know that it
related to something that had occurred in the
old woman's attendance, as workhouse nurse,
upon the young mother of Oliver Twist. Hastily
calling this circumstance to mind, he informed
the stranger, with an air of mystery, that one
woman had been closeted with the old harridan
shortly before she died, and that she could, as
he had reason to believe, throw some light on
the subject of his inquiry.
" How can I find her?" said the stranger,
thrown off his guard, and plainly shewing that
all his fears (whatever they were) were aroused
afresh by the intelligence.
" Only through me," rejoined Mr. Bumble.
" When ?" cried the stranger, hastily.
" To-morrow," rejoined Bumble.
" At nine in the evening," said the stranger,
producing a scrap of paper, and writing down
an obscure address by the water-side upon it, in
characters that betrayed his agitation ; " at nine
in the evening, bring her to me there. I
needn't tell you to be secret, for it's your in
terest."
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With these words, he led the way to the
door, after stopping to pay for the liquor that
had been drunk ; and shortly remarking that
their roads were different, departed, without
more ceremony than an emphatic repetition of
the hour of appointment for the following night.
On glancing at the address, the parochial
functionary observed that it contained no name.
The stranger had not gone far, so he made after
him to ask it.
"Who's that?" cried the man, turning
quickly round, as Bumble touched him on the
arm, " following me !"
" Only to ask a question," said the other,
pointing to the scrap of paper. " What name
am I to ask for ?"
" Monks !" rejoined the man, and strode
hastily away.

END OF VOL. II.
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CHAPTER I
TREATS OF THE PLACE
WHERE OLIVER TWIST
WAS BORN AND OF
THE CIRCUMSTANCES
ATTENDING HIS BIRTH

A

mong other public buildings in a certain town, which
for many reasons it will be prudent to refrain from mentioning, and to which I will assign no fictitious name, there
is one anciently common to most towns, great or small: to
wit, a workhouse; and in this workhouse was born; on a day
and date which I need not trouble myself to repeat, inasmuch as it can be of no possible consequence to the reader,
in this stage of the business at all events; the item of mortality whose name is prefixed to the head of this chapter.
For a long time after it was ushered into this world of
sorrow and trouble, by the parish surgeon, it remained a
matter of considerable doubt whether the child would sur-
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vive to bear any name at all; in which case it is somewhat
more than probable that these memoirs would never have
appeared; or, if they had, that being comprised within a
couple of pages, they would have possessed the inestimable
merit of being the most concise and faithful specimen of biography, extant in the literature of any age or country.
Although I am not disposed to maintain that the being
born in a workhouse, is in itself the most fortunate and enviable circumstance that can possibly befall a human being,
I do mean to say that in this particular instance, it was the
best thing for Oliver Twist that could by possibility have occurred. The fact is, that there was considerable difficulty in
inducing Oliver to take upon himself the office of respiration,—a troublesome practice, but one which custom has
rendered necessary to our easy existence; and for some time
he lay gasping on a little flock mattress, rather unequally
poised between this world and the next: the balance being decidedly in favour of the latter. Now, if, during this
brief period, Oliver had been surrounded by careful grandmothers, anxious aunts, experienced nurses, and doctors
of profound wisdom, he would most inevitably and indubitably have been killed in no time. There being nobody by,
however, but a pauper old woman, who was rendered rather
misty by an unwonted allowance of beer; and a parish surgeon who did such matters by contract; Oliver and Nature
fought out the point between them. The result was, that, after a few struggles, Oliver breathed, sneezed, and proceeded
to advertise to the inmates of the workhouse the fact of a
new burden having been imposed upon the parish, by setFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com



ting up as loud a cry as could reasonably have been expected
from a male infant who had not been possessed of that very
useful appendage, a voice, for a much longer space of time
than three minutes and a quarter.
As Oliver gave this first proof of the free and proper
action of his lungs, the patchwork coverlet which was carelessly flung over the iron bedstead, rustled; the pale face of
a young woman was raised feebly from the pillow; and a
faint voice imperfectly articulated the words, ‘Let me see
the child, and die.’
The surgeon had been sitting with his face turned towards the fire: giving the palms of his hands a warm and
a rub alternately. As the young woman spoke, he rose, and
advancing to the bed’s head, said, with more kindness than
might have been expected of him:
‘Oh, you must not talk about dying yet.’
‘Lor bless her dear heart, no!’ interposed the nurse, hastily depositing in her pocket a green glass bottle, the contents
of which she had been tasting in a corner with evident satisfaction.
‘Lor bless her dear heart, when she has lived as long as
I have, sir, and had thirteen children of her own, and all
on ‘em dead except two, and them in the wurkus with me,
she’ll know better than to take on in that way, bless her dear
heart! Think what it is to be a mother, there’s a dear young
lamb do.’
Apparently this consolatory perspective of a mother’s
prospects failed in producing its due effect. The patient
shook her head, and stretched out her hand towards the
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child.
The surgeon deposited it in her arms. She imprinted
her cold white lips passionately on its forehead; passed her
hands over her face; gazed wildly round; shuddered; fell
back—and died. They chafed her breast, hands, and temples; but the blood had stopped forever. They talked of hope
and comfort. They had been strangers too long.
‘It’s all over, Mrs. Thingummy!’ said the surgeon at last.
‘Ah, poor dear, so it is!’ said the nurse, picking up the
cork of the green bottle, which had fallen out on the pillow,
as she stooped to take up the child. ‘Poor dear!’
‘You needn’t mind sending up to me, if the child cries,
nurse,’ said the surgeon, putting on his gloves with great deliberation. ‘It’s very likely it WILL be troublesome. Give it a
little gruel if it is.’ He put on his hat, and, pausing by the bedside on his way to the door, added, ‘She was a good-looking
girl, too; where did she come from?’
‘She was brought here last night,’ replied the old woman,
‘by the overseer’s order. She was found lying in the street.
She had walked some distance, for her shoes were worn to
pieces; but where she came from, or where she was going to,
nobody knows.’
The surgeon leaned over the body, and raised the left
hand. ‘The old story,’ he said, shaking his head: ‘no wedding-ring, I see. Ah! Good-night!’
The medical gentleman walked away to dinner; and the
nurse, having once more applied herself to the green bottle,
sat down on a low chair before the fire, and proceeded to
dress the infant.
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What an excellent example of the power of dress, young
Oliver Twist was! Wrapped in the blanket which had hitherto formed his only covering, he might have been the child
of a nobleman or a beggar; it would have been hard for the
haughtiest stranger to have assigned him his proper station
in society. But now that he was enveloped in the old calico robes which had grown yellow in the same service, he
was badged and ticketed, and fell into his place at once—
a parish child—the orphan of a workhouse—the humble,
half-starved drudge—to be cuffed and buffeted through the
world—despised by all, and pitied by none.
Oliver cried lustily. If he could have known that he was
an orphan, left to the tender mercies of church-wardens and
overseers, perhaps he would have cried the louder.
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CHAPTER II
TREATS OF OLIVER
TWIST’S GROWTH,
EDUCATION, AND BOARD

F

or the next eight or ten months, Oliver was the victim
of a systematic course of treachery and deception. He
was brought up by hand. The hungry and destitute situation
of the infant orphan was duly reported by the workhouse
authorities to the parish authorities. The parish authorities inquired with dignity of the workhouse authorities,
whether there was no female then domiciled in ‘the house’
who was in a situation to impart to Oliver Twist, the consolation and nourishment of which he stood in need. The
workhouse authorities replied with humility, that there
was not. Upon this, the parish authorities magnanimously
and humanely resolved, that Oliver should be ‘farmed,’ or,
in other words, that he should be dispatched to a branchworkhouse some three miles off, where twenty or thirty
other juvenile offenders against the poor-laws, rolled about
the floor all day, without the inconvenience of too much
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food or too much clothing, under the parental superintendence of an elderly female, who received the culprits at and
for the consideration of sevenpence-halfpenny per small
head per week. Sevenpence-halfpenny’s worth per week is
a good round diet for a child; a great deal may be got for
sevenpence-halfpenny, quite enough to overload its stomach, and make it uncomfortable. The elderly female was a
woman of wisdom and experience; she knew what was good
for children; and she had a very accurate perception of what
was good for herself. So, she appropriated the greater part of
the weekly stipend to her own use, and consigned the rising
parochial generation to even a shorter allowance than was
originally provided for them. Thereby finding in the lowest
depth a deeper still; and proving herself a very great experimental philosopher.
Everybody knows the story of another experimental philosopher who had a great theory about a horse being able
to live without eating, and who demonstrated it so well,
that he had got his own horse down to a straw a day, and
would unquestionably have rendered him a very spirited
and rampacious animal on nothing at all, if he had not died,
four-and-twenty hours before he was to have had his first
comfortable bait of air. Unfortunately for, the experimenal
philosophy of the female to whose protecting care Oliver
Twist was delivered over, a similar result usually attended
the operation of HER system; for at the very moment when
the child had contrived to exist upon the smallest possible
portion of the weakest possible food, it did perversely happen in eight and a half cases out of ten, either that it sickened


Oliver Twist

from want and cold, or fell into the fire from neglect, or got
half-smothered by accident; in any one of which cases, the
miserable little being was usually summoned into another
world, and there gathered to the fathers it had never known
in this.
Occasionally, when there was some more than usually
interesting inquest upon a parish child who had been overlooked in turning up a bedstead, or inadvertently scalded
to death when there happened to be a washing—though
the latter accident was very scarce, anything approaching
to a washing being of rare occurance in the farm—the jury
would take it into their heads to ask troublesome questions,
or the parishioners would rebelliously affix their signatures
to a remonstrance. But these impertinences were speedily
checked by the evidence of the surgeon, and the testimony
of the beadle; the former of whom had always opened the
body and found nothing inside (which was very probable
indeed), and the latter of whom invariably swore whatever
the parish wanted; which was very self-devotional. Besides,
the board made periodical pilgrimages to the farm, and always sent the beadle the day before, to say they were going.
The children were neat and clean to behold, when THEY
went; and what more would the people have!
It cannot be expected that this system of farming would
produce any very extraordinary or luxuriant crop. Oliver Twist’s ninth birthday found him a pale thin child,
somewhat diminutive in stature, and decidely small in circumference. But nature or inheritance had implanted a good
sturdy spirit in Oliver’s breast. It had had plenty of room to
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expand, thanks to the spare diet of the establishment; and
perhaps to this circumstance may be attributed his having
any ninth birth-day at all. Be this as it may, however, it was
his ninth birthday; and he was keeping it in the coal-cellar
with a select party of two other young gentleman, who, after participating with him in a sound thrashing, had been
locked up for atrociously presuming to be hungry, when
Mrs. Mann, the good lady of the house, was unexpectedly
startled by the apparition of Mr. Bumble, the beadle, striving to undo the wicket of the garden-gate.
‘Goodness gracious! Is that you, Mr. Bumble, sir?’ said
Mrs. Mann, thrusting her head out of the window in wellaffected ecstasies of joy. ‘(Susan, take Oliver and them two
brats upstairs, and wash ‘em directly.)—My heart alive! Mr.
Bumble, how glad I am to see you, sure-ly!’
Now, Mr. Bumble was a fat man, and a choleric; so, instead of responding to this open-hearted salutation in a
kindred spirit, he gave the little wicket a tremendous shake,
and then bestowed upon it a kick which could have emanated from no leg but a beadle’s.
‘Lor, only think,’ said Mrs. Mann, running out,—for the
three boys had been removed by this time,—‘only think of
that! That I should have forgotten that the gate was bolted
on the inside, on account of them dear children! Walk in
sir; walk in, pray, Mr. Bumble, do, sir.’
Although this invitation was accompanied with a curtsey that might have softened the heart of a church-warden,
it by no means mollified the beadle.
‘Do you think this respectful or proper conduct, Mrs.
10
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Mann,’ inquired Mr. Bumble, grasping his cane, ‘to keep
the parish officers a waiting at your garden-gate, when they
come here upon porochial business with the porochial orphans? Are you aweer, Mrs. Mann, that you are, as I may say,
a porochial delegate, and a stipendiary?’
‘I’m sure Mr. Bumble, that I was only a telling one or two
of the dear children as is so fond of you, that it was you a
coming,’ replied Mrs. Mann with great humility.
Mr. Bumble had a great idea of his oratorical powers and
his importance. He had displayed the one, and vindicated
the other. He relaxed.
‘Well, well, Mrs. Mann,’ he replied in a calmer tone; ‘it
may be as you say; it may be. Lead the way in, Mrs. Mann,
for I come on business, and have something to say.’
Mrs. Mann ushered the beadle into a small parlour with
a brick floor; placed a seat for him; and officiously deposited
his cocked hat and can on the table before him. Mr. Bumble
wiped from his forehead the perspiration which his walk
had engendered, glanced complacently at the cocked hat,
and smiled. Yes, he smiled. Beadles are but men: and Mr.
Bumble smiled.
‘Now don’t you be offended at what I’m a going to say,’
observed Mrs. Mann, with captivating sweetness. ‘You’ve
had a long walk, you know, or I wouldn’t mention it. Now,
will you take a little drop of somethink, Mr. Bumble?’
‘Not a drop. Nor a drop,’ said Mr. Bumble, waving his
right hand in a dignified, but placid manner.
‘I think you will,’ said Mrs. Mann, who had noticed the
tone of the refusal, and the gesture that had accompanied
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it. ‘Just a leetle drop, with a little cold water, and a lump of
sugar.’
Mr. Bumble coughed.
‘Now, just a leetle drop,’ said Mrs. Mann persuasively.
‘What is it?’ inquired the beadle.
‘Why, it’s what I’m obliged to keep a little of in the house,
to put into the blessed infants’ Daffy, when they ain’t well,
Mr. Bumble,’ replied Mrs. Mann as she opened a corner
cupboard, and took down a bottle and glass. ‘It’s gin. I’ll
not deceive you, Mr. B. It’s gin.’
‘Do you give the children Daffy, Mrs. Mann?’ inquired
Bumble, following with this eyes the interesting process of
mixing.
‘Ah, bless ‘em, that I do, dear as it is,’ replied the nurse. ‘I
couldn’t see ‘em suffer before my very eyes, you know sir.’
‘No’; said Mr. Bumble approvingly; ‘no, you could not.
You are a humane woman, Mrs. Mann.’ (Here she set down
the glass.) ‘I shall take a early opportunity of mentioning it
to the board, Mrs. Mann.’ (He drew it towards him.) ‘You
feel as a mother, Mrs. Mann.’ (He stirred the gin-and-water.) ‘I—I drink your health with cheerfulness, Mrs. Mann’;
and he swallowed half of it.
‘And now about business,’ said the beadle, taking out a
leathern pocket-book. ‘The child that was half-baptized Oliver Twist, is nine year old to-day.;
‘Bless him!’ interposed Mrs. Mann, inflaming her left eye
with the corner of her apron.
‘And notwithstanding a offered reward of ten pound,
which was afterwards increased to twenty pound. Notwith12
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standing the most superlative, and, I may say, supernat’ral
exertions on the part of this parish,’ said Bumble, ‘we have
never been able to discover who is his father, or what was
his mother’s settlement, name, or con—dition.’
Mrs Mann raised her hands in astonishment; but added, after a moment’s reflection, ‘How comes he to have any
name at all, then?’
The beadle drew himself up with great pride, and said, ‘I
inwented it.’
‘You, Mr. Bumble!’
‘I, Mrs. Mann. We name our fondlings in alphabetical
order. The last was a S,—Swubble, I named him. This was a
T,—Twist, I named HIM. The next one comes will be Unwin,
and the next Vilkins. I have got names ready made to the
end of the alphabet, and all the way through it again, when
we come to Z.’
‘Why, you’re quite a literary character, sir!’ said Mrs.
Mann.
‘Well, well,’ said the beadle, evidently gratified with the
compliment; ‘perhaps I may be. Perhaps I may be, Mrs.
Mann.’ He finished the gin-and-water, and added, ‘Oliver
being now too old to remain here, the board have determined to have him back into the house. I have come out
myself to take him there. So let me see him at once.’
‘I’ll fetch him directly,’ said Mrs. Mann, leaving the room
for that purpose. Oliver, having had by this time as much of
the outer coat of dirt which encrusted his face and hands,
removed, as could be scrubbed off in one washing, was led
into the room by his benevolent protectress.
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13

‘Make a bow to the gentleman, Oliver,’ said Mrs. Mann.
Oliver made a bow, which was divided between the beadle on the chair, and the cocked hat on the table.
‘Will you go along with me, Oliver?’ said Mr. Bumble, in
a majestic voice.
Oliver was about to say that he would go along with
anybody with great readiness, when, glancing upward, he
caught sight of Mrs. Mann, who had got behind the beadle’s
chair, and was shaking her fist at him with a furious countenance. He took the hint at once, for the fist had been too
often impressed upon his body not to be deeply impressed
upon his recollection.
‘Will she go with me?’ inquired poor Oliver.
‘No, she can’t,’ replied Mr. Bumble. ‘But she’ll come and
see you sometimes.’
This was no very great consolation to the child. Young
as he was, however, he had sense enough to make a feint
of feeling great regret at going away. It was no very difficult matter for the boy to call tears into his eyes. Hunger
and recent ill-usage are great assistants if you want to cry;
and Oliver cried very naturally indeed. Mrs. Mann gave
him a thousand embraces, and what Oliver wanted a great
deal more, a piece of bread and butter, less he should seem
too hungry when he got to the workhouse. With the slice
of bread in his hand, and the little brown-cloth parish cap
on his head, Oliver was then led away by Mr. Bumble from
the wretched home where one kind word or look had never
lighted the gloom of his infant years. And yet he burst into
an agony of childish grief, as the cottage-gate closed after
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him. Wretched as were the little companions in misery he
was leaving behind, they were the only friends he had ever
known; and a sense of his loneliness in the great wide world,
sank into the child’s heart for the first time.
Mr. Bumble walked on with long strides; little Oliver,
firmly grasping his gold-laced cuff, trotted beside him, inquiring at the end of every quarter of a mile whether they
were ‘nearly there.’ To these interrogations Mr. Bumble returned very brief and snappish replies; for the temporary
blandness which gin-and-water awakens in some bosoms
had by this time evaporated; and he was once again a beadle.
Oliver had not been within the walls of the workhouse a
quarter of an hour, and had scarcely completed the demolition of a second slice of bread, when Mr. Bumble, who had
handed him over to the care of an old woman, returned;
and, telling him it was a board night, informed him that the
board had said he was to appear before it forthwith.
Not having a very clearly defined notion of what a live
board was, Oliver was rather astounded by this intelligence,
and was not quite certain whether he ought to laugh or cry.
He had no time to think about the matter, however; for Mr.
Bumble gave him a tap on the head, with his cane, to wake
him up: and another on the back to make him lively: and
bidding him to follow, conducted him into a large whitewashed room, where eight or ten fat gentlemen were sitting
round a table. At the top of the table, seated in an arm-chair
rather higher than the rest, was a particularly fat gentleman
with a very round, red face.
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‘Bow to the board,’ said Bumble. Oliver brushed away
two or three tears that were lingering in his eyes; and seeing
no board but the table, fortunately bowed to that.
‘What’s your name, boy?’ said the gentleman in the high
chair.
Oliver was frightened at the sight of so many gentlemen,
which made him tremble: and the beadle gave him another
tap behind, which made him cry. These two causes made
him answer in a very low and hesitating voice; whereupon
a gentleman in a white waistcoat said he was a fool. Which
was a capital way of raising his spirits, and putting him
quite at his ease.
‘Boy,’ said the gentleman in the high chair, ‘listen to me.
You know you’re an orphan, I suppose?’
‘What’s that, sir?’ inquired poor Oliver.
‘The boy IS a fool—I thought he was,’ said the gentleman
in the white waistcoat.
‘Hush!’ said the gentleman who had spoken first. ‘You
know you’ve got no father or mother, and that you were
brought up by the parish, don’t you?’
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Oliver, weeping bitterly.
‘What are you crying for?’ inquired the gentleman in the
white waistcoat. And to be sure it was very extraordinary.
What COULD the boy be crying for?
‘I hope you say your prayers every night,’ said another
gentleman in a gruff voice; ‘and pray for the people who
feed you, and take care of you—like a Christian.’
‘Yes, sir,’ stammered the boy. The gentleman who spoke
last was unconsciously right. It would have been very like a
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Christian, and a marvellously good Christian too, if Oliver
had prayed for the people who fed and took care of HIM.
But he hadn’t, because nobody had taught him.
‘Well! You have come here to be educated, and taught
a useful trade,’ said the red-faced gentleman in the high
chair.
‘So you’ll begin to pick oakum to-morrow morning at six
o’clock,’ added the surly one in the white waistcoat.
For the combination of both these blessings in the one
simple process of picking oakum, Oliver bowed low by the
direction of the beadle, and was then hurried away to a
large ward; where, on a rough, hard bed, he sobbed himself
to sleep. What a novel illustration of the tender laws of England! They let the paupers go to sleep!
Poor Oliver! He little thought, as he lay sleeping in happy unconsciousness of all around him, that the board had
that very day arrived at a decision which would exercise the
most material influence over all his future fortunes. But
they had. And this was it:
The members of this board were very sage, deep, philosophical men; and when they came to turn their attention
to the workhouse, they found out at once, what ordinary
folks would nver have discovered—the poor people liked it!
It was a regular place of public entertainment for the poorer
classes; a tavern where there was nothing to pay; a public breakfast, dinner, tea, and supper all the year round; a
brick and mortar elysium, where it was all play and no work.
‘Oho!’ said the board, looking very knowing; ‘we are the fellows to set this to rights; we’ll stop it all, in no time.’ So,
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they established the rule, that all poor people should have
the alternative (for they would compel nobody, not they),
of being starved by a gradual process in the house, or by
a quick one out of it. With this view, they contracted with
the water-works to lay on an unlimited supply of water; and
with a corn-factor to supply periodically small quantities of
oatmeal; and issued three meals of thin gruel a day, with an
onion twice a week, and half a roll of Sundays. They made
a great many other wise and humane regulations, having
reference to the ladies, which it is not necessary to repeat;
kindly undertook to divorce poor married people, in consequence of the great expense of a suit in Doctors’ Commons;
and, instead of compelling a man to support his family, as
they had theretofore done, took his family away from him,
and made him a bachelor! There is no saying how many applicants for relief, under these last two heads, might have
started up in all classes of society, if it had not been coupled
with the workhouse; but the board were long-headed men,
and had provided for this difficulty. The relief was inseparable from the workhouse and the gruel; and that frightened
people.
For the first six months after Oliver Twist was removed,
the system was in full operation. It was rather expensive at
first, in consequence of the increase in the undertaker’s bill,
and the necessity of taking in the clothes of all the paupers,
which fluttered loosely on their wasted, shrunken forms,
after a week or two’s gruel. But the number of workhouse
inmates got thin as well as the paupers; and the board were
in ecstasies.
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The room in which the boys were fed, was a large stone
hall, with a copper at one end: out of which the master,
dressed in an apron for the purpose, and assisted by one or
two women, ladled the gruel at mealtimes. Of this festive
composition each boy had one porringer, and no more—except on occasions of great public rejoicing, when he had two
ounces and a quarter of bread besides.
The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished
them with their spoons till they shone again; and when
they had performed this operation (which never took very
long, the spoons being nearly as large as the bowls), they
would sit staring at the copper, with such eager eyes, as if
they could have devoured the very bricks of which it was
composed; employing themselves, meanwhile, in sucking
their fingers most assiduously, with the view of catching up
any stray splashes of gruel that might have been cast thereon. Boys have generally excellent appetites. Oliver Twist
and his companions suffered the tortures of slow starvation
for three months: at last they got so voracious and wild with
hunger, that one boy, who was tall for his age, and hadn’t
been used to that sort of thing (for his father had kept a
small cook-shop), hinted darkly to his companions, that
unless he had another basin of gruel per diem, he was afraid
he might some night happen to eat the boy who slept next
him, who happened to be a weakly youth of tender age. He
had a wild, hungry eye; and they implicitly believed him. A
council was held; lots were cast who should walk up to the
master after supper that evening, and ask for more; and it
fell to Oliver Twist.
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The evening arrived; the boys took their places. The master, in his cook’s uniform, stationed himself at the copper;
his pauper assistants ranged themselves behind him; the
gruel was served out; and a long grace was said over the
short commons. The gruel disappeared; the boys whispered
each other, and winked at Oliver; while his next neighbours
nudged him. Child as he was, he was desperate with hunger, and reckless with misery. He rose from the table; and
advancing to the master, basin and spoon in hand, said:
somewhat alarmed at his own temerity:
‘Please, sir, I want some more.’
The master was a fat, healthy man; but he turned very
pale. He gazed in stupified astonishment on the small rebel
for some seconds, and then clung for support to the copper. The assistants were paralysed with wonder; the boys
with fear.
‘What!’ said the master at length, in a faint voice.
‘Please, sir,’ replied Oliver, ‘I want some more.’
The master aimed a blow at Oliver’s head with the ladle;
pinioned him in his arm; and shrieked aloud for the beadle.
The board were sitting in solemn conclave, when Mr.
Bumble rushed into the room in great excitement, and addressing the gentleman in the high chair, said,
‘Mr. Limbkins, I beg your pardon, sir! Oliver Twist has
asked for more!’
There was a general start. Horror was depicted on every
countenance.
‘For MORE!’ said Mr. Limbkins. ‘Compose yourself,
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Bumble, and answer me distinctly. Do I understand that he
asked for more, after he had eaten the supper allotted by the
dietary?’
‘He did, sir,’ replied Bumble.
‘That boy will be hung,’ said the gentleman in the white
waistcoat. ‘I know that boy will be hung.’
Nobody controverted the prophetic gentleman’s opinion.
An animated discussion took place. Oliver was ordered into
instant confinement; and a bill was next morning pasted on
the outside of the gate, offering a reward of five pounds to
anybody who would take Oliver Twist off the hands of the
parish. In other words, five pounds and Oliver Twist were
offered to any man or woman who wanted an apprentice to
any trade, business, or calling.
‘I never was more convinced of anything in my life,’ said
the gentleman in the white waistcoat, as he knocked at the
gate and read the bill next morning: ‘I never was more convinced of anything in my life, than I am that that boy will
come to be hung.’
As I purpose to show in the sequel whether the white
waistcoated gentleman was right or not, I should perhaps
mar the interest of this narrative (supposing it to possess
any at all), if I ventured to hint just yet, whether the life of
Oliver Twist had this violent termination or no.
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CHAPTER III
RELATES HOW OLIVER
TWIST WAS VERY NEAR
GETTING A PLACE WHICH
WOULD NOT HAVE
BEEN A SINECURE

F

or a week after the commission of the impious and profane offence of asking for more, Oliver remained a close
prisoner in the dark and solitary room to which he had been
consigned by the wisdom and mercy of the board. It appears,
at first sight not unreasonable to suppose, that, if he had entertained a becoming feeling of respect for the prediction of
the gentleman in the white waistcoat, he would have established that sage individual’s prophetic character, once and
for ever, by tying one end of his pocket-handkerchief to a
hook in the wall, and attaching himself to the other. To the
performance of this feat, however, there was one obstacle:
namely, that pocket-handkerchiefs being decided articles
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of luxury, had been, for all future times and ages, removed
from the noses of paupers by the express order of the board,
in council assembled: solemnly given and pronounced under their hands and seals. There was a still greater obstacle
in Oliver’s youth and childishness. He only cried bitterly all
day; and, when the long, dismal night came on, spread his
little hands before his eyes to shut out the darkness, and
crouching in the corner, tried to sleep: ever and anon waking with a start and tremble, and drawing himself closer
and closer to the wall, as if to feel even its cold hard surface
were a protection in the gloom and loneliness which surrounded him.
Let it not be supposed by the enemies of ‘the system,’
that, during the period of his solitary incarceration, Oliver
was denied the benefit of exercise, the pleasure of society, or
the advantages of religious consolation. As for exercise, it
was nice cold weather, and he was allowed to perform his
ablutions every morning under the pump, in a stone yard,
in the presence of Mr. Bumble, who prevented his catching cold, and caused a tingling sensation to pervade his
frame, by repeated applications of the cane. As for society,
he was carried every other day into the hall where the boys
dined, and there sociably flogged as a public warning and
example. And so for from being denied the advantages of
religious consolation, he was kicked into the same apartment every evening at prayer-time, and there permitted to
listen to, and console his mind with, a general supplication
of the boys, containing a special clause, therein inserted by
authority of the board, in which they entreated to be made
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good, virtuous, contented, and obedient, and to be guarded
from the sins and vices of Oliver Twist: whom the supplication distinctly set forth to be under the exclusive patronage
and protection of the powers of wickedness, and an article
direct from the manufactory of the very Devil himself.
It chanced one morning, while Oliver’s affairs were in
this auspicious and confortable state, that Mr. Gamfield,
chimney-sweep, went his way down the High Street, deeply
cogitating in his mind his ways and means of paying certain arrears of rent, for which his landlord had become
rather pressing. Mr. Gamfield’s most sanguine estimate of
his finances could not raise them within full five pounds of
the desired amount; and, in a species of arthimetical desperation, he was alternately cudgelling his brains and his
donkey, when passing the workhouse, his eyes encountered
the bill on the gate.
‘Wo—o!’ said Mr. Gamfield to the donkey.
The donkey was in a state of profound abstraction: wondering, probably, whether he was destined to be regaled
with a cabbage-stalk or two when he had disposed of the
two sacks of soot with which the little cart was laden; so,
without noticing the word of command, he jogged onward.
Mr. Gamfield growled a fierce imprecation on the donkey
generally, but more particularly on his eyes; and, running
after him, bestowed a blow on his head, which would inevitably have beaten in any skull but a donkey’s. Then, catching
hold of the bridle, he gave his jaw a sharp wrench, by way
of gentle reminder that he was not his own master; and by
these means turned him round. He then gave him another
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blow on the head, just to stun him till he came back again.
Having completed these arrangements, he walked up to the
gate, to read the bill.
The gentleman with the white waistcoat was standing at
the gate with his hands behind him, after having delivered
himself of some profound sentiments in the board-room.
Having witnessed the little dispute between Mr. Gamfield
and the donkey, he smiled joyously when that person came
up to read the bill, for he saw at once that Mr. Gamfield
was exactly the sort of master Oliver Twist wanted. Mr.
Gamfield smiled, too, as he perused the document; for five
pounds was just the sum he had been wishing for; and, as
to the boy with which it was encumbered, Mr. Gamfield,
knowing what the dietary of the workhouse was, well knew
he would be a nice small pattern, just the very thing for
register stoves. So, he spelt the bill through again, from beginning to end; and then, touching his fur cap in token of
humility, accosted the gentleman in the white waistcoat.
‘This here boy, sir, wot the parish wants to ‘prentis,’ said
Mr. Gamfield.
‘Ay, my man,’ said the gentleman in the white waistcoat,
with a condescending smile. ‘What of him?’
‘If the parish vould like him to learn a right pleasant
trade, in a good ‘spectable chimbley-sweepin’ bisness,’ said
Mr. Gamfield, ‘I wants a ‘prentis, and I am ready to take
him.’
‘Walk in,’ said the gentleman in the white waistcoat. Mr.
Gamfield having lingered behind, to give the donkey another blow on the head, and another wrench of the jaw, as a
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caution not to run away in his absence, followed the gentleman with the white waistcoat into the room where Oliver
had first seen him.
‘It’s a nasty trade,’ said Mr. Limbkins, when Gamfield
had again stated his wish.
‘Young boys have been smothered in chimneys before
now,’ said another gentleman.
‘That’s acause they damped the straw afore they lit it in
the chimbley to make ‘em come down again,’ said Gamfield;
‘that’s all smoke, and no blaze; vereas smoke ain’t o’ no use
at all in making a boy come down, for it only sinds him to
sleep, and that’s wot he likes. Boys is wery obstinit, and wery
lazy, Gen’l’men, and there’s nothink like a good hot blaze to
make ‘em come down vith a run. It’s humane too, gen’l’men,
acause, even if they’ve stuck in the chimbley, roasting their
feet makes ‘em struggle to hextricate theirselves.’
The gentleman in the white waistcoat appeared very
much amused by this explanation; but his mirth was speedily checked by a look from Mr. Limbkins. The board then
procedded to converse among themselves for a few minutes,
but in so low a tone, that the words ‘saving of expenditure,’
‘looked well in the accounts,’ ‘have a printed report published,’ were alone audible. These only chanced to be heard,
indeed, or account of their being very frequently repeated
with great emphasis.
At length the whispering ceased; and the members of the
board, having resumed their seats and their solemnity, Mr.
Limbkins said:
‘We have considered your proposition, and we don’t ap26
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prove of it.’
‘Not at all,’ said the gentleman in the white waistcoat.
‘Decidedly not,’ added the other members.
As Mr. Gamfield did happen to labour under the slight
imputation of having bruised three or four boys to death
already, it occurred to him that the board had, perhaps, in
some unaccountable freak, taken it into their heads that
this extraneous circumstance ought to influence their proceedings. It was very unlike their general mode of doing
business, if they had; but still, as he had no particular wish
to revive the rumour, he twisted his cap in his hands, and
walked slowly from the table.
‘So you won’t let me have him, gen’l’men?’ said Mr. Gamfield, pausing near the door.
‘No,’ replied Mr. Limbkins; ‘at least, as it’s a nasty business, we think you ought to take something less than the
premium we offered.’
Mr. Gamfield’s countenance brightened, as, with a quick
step, he returned to the table, and said,
‘What’ll you give, gen’l’men? Come! Don’t be too hard on
a poor man. What’ll you give?’
‘I should say, three pound ten was plenty,’ said Mr. Limbkins.
‘Ten shillings too much,’ said the gentleman in the white
waistcoat.
‘Come!’ said Gamfield; ‘say four pound, gen’l’men. Say
four pound, and you’ve got rid of him for good and all.
There!’
‘Three pound ten,’ repeated Mr. Limbkins, firmly.
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‘Come! I’ll split the diff’erence, gen’l’men, urged Gamfield. ‘Three pound fifteen.’
‘Not a farthing more,’ was the firm reply of Mr. Limbkins.
‘You’re desperate hard upon me, gen’l’men, said Gamfield, wavering.
‘Pooh! pooh! nonsense!’ said the gentleman in the white
waistcoat. ‘He’d be cheap with nothing at all, as a premium. Take him, you silly fellow! He’s just the boy for you. He
wants the stick, now and then: it’ll do him good; and his
board needn’t come very expensive, for he hasn’t been overfed since he was born. Ha! ha! ha!’
Mr. Gamfield gave an arch look at the faces round the
table, and, observing a smile on all of them, gradually broke
into a smile himself. The bargain was made. Mr. Bumble,
was at once instructed that Oliver Twist and his indentures
were to be conveyed before the magistrate, for signature
and approval, that very afternoon.
In pursuance of this determination, little Oliver, to his
excessive astonishment, was released from bondage, and
ordered to put himself into a clean shirt. He had hardly
achieved this very unusual gymnastic performance, when
Mr. Bumble brought him, with his own hands, a basin of
gruel, and the holiday allowance of two ounces and a quarter of bread. At this tremendous sight, Oliver began to cry
very piteously: thinking, not unaturally, that the board
must have determined to kill him for some useful purpose,
or they never would have begun to fatten him up in that
way.
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‘Don’t make your eyes red, Oliver, but eat your food and
be thankful,’ said Mr. Bumble, in a tone of impressive pomposity. ‘You’re a going to be made a ‘prentice of, Oliver.’
‘A prentice, sir!’ said the child, trembling.
‘Yes, Oliver,’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘The kind and blessed
gentleman which is so amny parents to you, Oliver, when
you have none of your own: are a going to ‘prentice you:
and to set you up in life, and make a man of you: although
the expense to the parish is three pound ten!—three pound
ten, Oliver!—seventy shillins—one hundred and forty sixpences!—and all for a naughty orphan which noboday can’t
love.’
As Mr. Bumble paused to take breath, after delivering
this address in an awful voice, the tears rolled down the
poor child’s face, and he sobbed bitterly.
‘Come,’ said Mr. Bumble, somewhat less pompously, for
it was gratifying to his feelings to observe the effect his eloquence had produced; ‘Come, Oliver! Wipe your eyes with
the cuffs of your jacket, and don’t cry into your gruel; that’s
a very foolish action, Oliver.’ It certainly was, for there was
quite enough water in it already.
On their way to the magistrate, Mr. Bumble instructed
Oliver that all he would have to do, would be to look very
happy, and say, when the gentleman asked him if he wanted
to be apprenticed, that he should like it very much indeed;
both of which injunctions Oliver promised to obey: the
rather as Mr. Bumble threw in a gentle hint, that if he failed
in either particular, there was no telling what would be done
to him. When they arrived at the office, he was shut up in a
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little room by himself, and admonished by Mr. Bumble to
stay there, until he came back to fetch him.
There the boy remained, with a palpitating heart, for
half an hour. At the expiration of which time Mr. Bumble
thrust in his head, unadorned with the cocked hat, and said
aloud:
‘Now, Oliver, my dear, come to the gentleman.’ As Mr.
Bumble said this, he put on a grim and threatening look,
and added, in a low voice, ‘Mind what I told you, you young
rascal!’
Oliver stared innocently in Mr. Bumble’s face at this
somewhat contradictory style of address; but that gentleman prevented his offering any remark thereupon, by
leading him at once into an adjoining room: the door of
which was open. It was a large room, with a great window.
Behind a desk, sat two old gentleman with powdered heads:
one of whom was reading the newspaper; while the other
was perusing, with the aid of a pair of tortoise-shell spectacles, a small piece of parchment which lay before him. Mr.
Limbkins was standing in front of the desk on one side; and
Mr. Gamfield, with a partially washed face, on the other;
while two or three bluff-looking men, in top-boots, were
lounging about.
The old gentleman with the spectacles gradually dozed
off, over the little bit of parchment; and there was a short
pause, after Oliver had been stationed by Mr. Bumble in
front of the desk.
‘This is the boy, your worship,’ said Mr. Bumble.
The old gentleman who was reading the newspaper raised
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his head for a moment, and pulled the other old gentleman
by the sleeve; whereupon, the last-mentioned old gentleman
woke up.
‘Oh, is this the boy?’ said the old gentleman.
‘This is him, sir,’ replied Mr. Bumble. ‘Bow to the magistrate, my dear.’
Oliver roused himself, and made his best obeisance. He
had been wondering, with his eyes fixed on the magistrates’
powder, whether all boards were born with that white stuff
on their heads, and were boards from thenceforth on that
account.
‘Well,’ said the old gentleman, ‘I suppose he’s fond of
chimney-sweeping?’
‘He doats on it, your worship,’ replied Bumble; giving Oliver a sly pinch, to intimate that he had better not say he
didn’t.
‘And he WILL be a sweep, will he?’ inquired the old gentleman.
‘If we was to bind him to any other trade to-morrow, he’d
run away simultaneous, your worship,’ replied Bumble.
‘And this man that’s to be his master—you, sir—you’ll
treat him well, and feed him, and do all that sort of thing,
will you?’ said the old gentleman.
‘When I says I will, I means I will,’ replied Mr. Gamfield
doggedly.
‘You’re a rough speaker, my friend, but you look an honest, open-hearted man,’ said the old gentleman: turning his
spectacles in the direction of the candidate for Oliver’s premium, whose villainous countenance was a regular stamped
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receipt for cruelty. But the magistrate was half blind and
half childish, so he couldn’t reasonably be expected to discern what other people did.
‘I hope I am, sir,’ said Mr. Gamfield, with an ugly leer.
‘I have no doubt you are, my friend,’ replied the old gentleman: fixing his spectacles more firmly on his nose, and
looking about him for the inkstand.
It was the critical moment of Oliver’s fate. If the inkstand
had been where the old gentleman though it was, he would
have dipped his pen into it, and signed the indentures, and
Oliver would have been straightway hurried off. But, as it
chanced to be immediately under his nose, it followed, as a
matter of course, that he looked all over his desk for it, without finding it; and happening in the course of his search
to look straight before him, his gaze encountered the pale
and terrified face of Oliver Twist: who, despite all the admonitory looks and pinches of Bumble, was regarding the
repulsive countenance of his future master, with a mingled
expression of horror and fear, too palpable to be mistaken,
even by a half-blind magistrate.
The old gentleman stopped, laid down his pen, and
looked from Oliver to Mr. Limbkins; who attempted to take
snuff with a cheerful and unconcerned aspect.
‘My boy!’ said the old gentleman, ‘you look pale and
alarmed. What is the matter?’
‘Stand a little away from him, Beadle,’ said the other magistrate: laying aside the paper, and leaning forward with an
expression of interest. ‘Now, boy, tell us what’s the matter:
don’t be afraid.’
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Oliver fell on his knees, and clasping his hands together,
prayed that they would order him back to the dark room—
that they would starve him—beat him—kill him if they
pleased—rather than send him away with that dreadful
man.
‘Well!’ said Mr. Bumble, raising his hands and eyes with
most impressive solemnite. ‘Well! of all the artful and designing orphans that ever I see, Oliver, you are one of the
most bare-facedest.’
‘Hold your tongue, Beadle,’ said the second old gentleman, when Mr. Bumble had given vent to this compound
adjective.
‘I beg your worship’s pardon,’ said Mr. Bumble, incredulous of having heard aright. ‘Did your worship speak to
me?’
‘Yes. Hold your tongue.’
Mr. Bumble was stupefied with astonishment. A beadle
ordered to hold his tongue! A moral revolution!
The old gentleman in the tortoise-shell spectacles looked
at his companion, he nodded significantly.
‘We refuse to sanction these indentures,’ said the old gentleman:
tossing aside the piece of parchment as he spoke.
‘I hope,’ stammered Mr. Limbkins: ‘I hope the magistrates will not form the opinion that the authorities have
been guilty of any improper conduct, on the unsupported
testimony of a child.’
‘The magistrates are not called upon to pronounce any
opinion on the matter,’ said the second old gentleman
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

33

sharply. ‘Take the boy back to the workhouse, and treat him
kindly. He seems to want it.’
That same evening, the gentleman in the white waistcoat
most positively and decidedly affirmed, not only that Oliver
would be hung, but that he would be drawn and quartered
into the bargain. Mr. Bumble shook his head with gloomy
mystery, and said he wished he might come to good; whereunto Mr. Gamfield replied, that he wished he might come
to him; which, although he agreed with the beadle in most
matters, would seem to be a wish of a totaly opposite description.
The next morning, the public were once informed that
Oliver Twist was again To Let, and that five pounds would
be paid to anybody who would take possession of him.

34

Oliver Twist

CHAPTER IV
OLIVER, BEING OFFERED
ANOTHER PLACE,
MAKES HIS FIRST ENTRY
INTO PUBLIC LIFE

I

n great families, when an advantageous place cannot be
obtained, either in possession, reversion, remainder, or
expectancy, for the young man who is growing up, it is a
very general custom to send him to sea. The board, in imitation of so wise and salutary an example, took counsel
together on the expediency of shipping off Oliver Twist, in
some small trading vessel bound to a good unhealthy port.
This suggested itself as the very best thing that could possibly be done with him: the probability being, that the skipper
would flog him to death, in a playful mood, some day after dinner, or would knock his brains out with an iron bar;
both pastimes being, as is pretty generally known, very favourite and common recreations among gentleman of that
class. The more the case presented itself to the board, in this
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point of view, the more manifold the advantages of the step
appeared; so, they came to the conclusion that the only way
of providing for Oliver effectually, was to send him to sea
without delay.
Mr. Bumble had been despatched to make various preliminary inquiries, with the view of finding out some captain
or other who wanted a cabin-boy without any friends; and
was returning to the workhouse to communicate the result
of his mission; when he encountered at the gate, no less a
person than Mr. Sowerberry, the parochial undertaker.
Mr. Sowerberry was a tall gaunt, large-jointed man, attired in a suit of threadbare black, with darned cotton
stockings of the same colour, and shoes to answer. His features were not naturally intended to wear a smiling aspect,
but he was in general rather given to professional jocosity. His step was elastic, and his face betokened inward
pleasantry, as he advanced to Mr. Bumble, and shook him
cordially by the hand.
‘I have taken the measure of the two women that died last
night, Mr. Bumble,’ said the undertaker.
‘You’ll make your fortune, Mr. Sowerberry,’ said the beadle, as he thrust his thumb and forefinger into the proferred
snuff-box of the undertaker: which was an ingenious little
model of a patent coffin. ‘I say you’ll make your fortune, Mr.
Sowerberry,’ repeated Mr. Bumble, tapping the undertaker
on the shoulder, in a friendly manner, with his cane.
‘Think so?’ said the undertaker in a tone which half admitted and half disputed the probability of the event. ‘The
prices allowed by the board are very small, Mr. Bumble.’
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‘So are the coffins,’ replied the beadle: with precisely as
near an approach to a laugh as a great official ought to indulge in.
Mr. Sowerberry was much tickled at this: as of course
he ought to be; and laughed a long time without cessation.
‘Well, well, Mr. Bumble,’ he said at length, ‘there’s no denying that, since the new system of feeding has come in, the
coffins are something narrower and more shallow than they
used to be; but we must have some profit, Mr. Bumble. Wellseasoned timber is an expensive article, sir; and all the iron
handles come, by canal, from Birmingham.’
‘Well, well,’ said Mr. Bumble, ‘every trade has its drawbacks. A fair profit is, of course, allowable.’
‘Of course, of course,’ replied the undertaker; ‘and if I
don’t get a profit upon this or that particular article, why, I
make it up in the long-run, you see—he! he! he!’
‘Just so,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘Though I must say,’ continued the undertaker, resuming
the current of observations which the beadle had interrupted: ‘though I must say, Mr. Bumble, that I have to contend
against one very great disadvantage: which is, that all the
stout people go off the quickest. The people who have been
better off, and have paid rates for many years, are the first
to sink when they come into the house; and let me tell you,
Mr. Bumble, that three or four inches over one’s calculation
makes a great hole in one’s profits: especially when one has
a family to provide for, sir.’
As Mr. Sowerberry said this, with the becoming indignation of an ill-used man; and as Mr. Bumble felt that it rather
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tended to convey a reflection on the honour of the parish;
the latter gentleman thought it advisable to change the subject. Oliver Twist being uppermost in his mind, he made
him his theme.
‘By the bye,’ said Mr. Bumble, ‘you don’t know anybody
who wants a boy, do you? A porochial ‘prentis, who is at
present a dead-weight; a millstone, as I may say, round the
porochial throat? Liberal terms, Mr. Sowerberry, liberal
terms?’ As Mr. Bumble spoke, he raised his cane to the bill
above him, and gave three distinct raps upon the words ‘five
pounds’: which were printed thereon in Roman capitals of
gigantic size.
‘Gadso!’ said the undertaker: taking Mr. Bumble by the
gilt-edged lappel of his official coat; ‘that’s just the very
thing I wanted to speak to you about. You know—dear me,
what a very elegant button this is, Mr. Bumble! I never noticed it before.’
‘Yes, I think it rather pretty,’ said the beadle, glancing
proudly downwards at the large brass buttons which embellished his coat. ‘The die is the same as the porochial
seal—the Good Samaritan healing the sick and bruised
man. The board presented it to me on Newyear’s morning,
Mr. Sowerberry. I put it on, I remember, for the first time, to
attend the inquest on that reduced tradesman, who died in
a doorway at midnight.’
‘I recollect,’ said the undertaker. ‘The jury brought it in,
‘Died from exposure to the cold, and want of the common
necessaries of life,’ didn’t they?’
Mr. Bumble nodded.
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‘And they made it a special verdict, I think,’ said the undertaker, ‘by adding some words to the effect, that if the
relieving officer had—‘
‘Tush! Foolery!’ interposed the beadle. ‘If the board attended to all the nonsense that ignorant jurymen talk,
they’d have enough to do.’
‘Very true,’ said the undertaker; ‘they would indeed.’
‘Juries,’ said Mr. Bumble, grasping his cane tightly, as
was his wont when working into a passion: ‘juries is ineddicated, vulgar, grovelling wretches.’
‘So they are,’ said the undertaker.
‘They haven’t no more philosophy nor political economy
about ‘em than that,’ said the beadle, snapping his fingers
contemptuously.
‘No more they have,’ acquiesced the undertaker.
‘I despise ‘em,’ said the beadle, growing very red in the
face.
‘So do I,’ rejoined the undertaker.
‘And I only wish we’d a jury of the independent sort, in
the house for a week or two,’ said the beadle; ‘the rules and
regulations of the board would soon bring their spirit down
for ‘em.’
‘Let ‘em alone for that,’ replied the undertaker. So saying,
he smiled, approvingly: to calm the rising wrath of the indignant parish officer.
Mr Bumble lifted off his cocked hat; took a handkerchief from the inside of the crown; wiped from his forehead
the perspiration which his rage had engendered; fixed the
cocked hat on again; and, turning to the undertaker, said
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in a calmer voice:
‘Well; what about the boy?’
‘Oh!’ replied the undertaker; why, you know, Mr. Bumble,
I pay a good deal towards the poor’s rates.’
‘Hem!’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘Well?’
‘Well,’ replied the undertaker, ‘I was thinking that if I pay
so much towards ‘em, I’ve a right to get as much out of ‘em
as I can, Mr. Bumble; and so—I think I’ll take the boy myself.’
Mr. Bumble grasped the undertaker by the arm, and led
him into the building. Mr. Sowerberry was closeted with
the board for five minutes; and it was arranged that Oliver should go to him that evening ‘upon liking’—a phrase
which means, in the case of a parish apprentice, that if the
master find, upon a short trial, that he can get enough work
out of a boy without putting too much food into him, he
shall have him for a term of years, to do what he likes with.
When little Oliver was taken before ‘the gentlemen’ that
evening; and informed that he was to go, that night, as general house-lad to a coffin-maker’s; and that if he complained
of his situation, or ever came back to the parish again, he
would be sent to sea, there to be drowned, or knocked on
the head, as the case might be, he evinced so little emotion,
that they by common consent pronounced him a hardened
young rascal, and orered Mr. Bumble to remove him forthwith.
Now, although it was very natural that the board, of all
people in the world, should feel in a great state of virtuous
astonishment and horror at the smallest tokens of want of
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feeling on the part of anybody, they were rather out, in this
particular instance. The simple fact was, that Oliver, instead of possessing too little feeling, possessed rather too
much; and was in a fair way of being reduced, for life, to
a state of brutal stupidity and sullenness by the ill usage
he had received. He heard the news of his destination, in
perfect silence; and, having had his luggage put into his
hand—which was not very difficult to carry, inasmuch as it
was all comprised within the limits of a brown paper parcel,
about half a foot square by three inches deep—he pulled his
cap over his eyes; and once more attaching himself to Mr.
Bumble’s coat cuff, was led away by that dignitary to a new
scene of suffering.
For some time, Mr. Bumble drew Oliver along, without
notice or remark; for the beadle carried his head very erect,
as a beadle always should: and, it being a windy day, little Oliver was completely enshrouded by the skirts of Mr.
Bumble’s coat as they blew open, and disclosed to great advantage his flapped waistcoat and drab plush knee-breeches.
As they drew near to their destination, however, Mr. Bumble thought it expedient to look down, and see that the boy
was in good order for inspection by his new master: which
he accordingly did, with a fit and becoming air of gracious
patronage.
‘Oliver!’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Oliver, in a low, tremulous voice.
‘Pull that cap off your eyes, and hold up your head, sir.’
Although Oliver did as he was desired, at once; and
passed the back of his unoccupied hand briskly across his
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

41

eyes, he left a tear in them when he looked up at his conductor. As Mr. Bumble gazed sternly upon him, it rolled down
his cheek. It was followed by another, and another. The
child made a strong effort, but it was an unsuccessful one.
Withdrawing his other hand from Mr. Bumble’s he covered
his face with both; and wept until the tears sprung out from
between his chin and bony fingers.
‘Well!’ exclaimed Mr. Bumble, stopping short, and darting at his little charge a look of intense malignity. ‘Well! Of
ALL the ungratefullest, and worst-disposed boys as ever I
see, Oliver, you are the—‘
‘No, no, sir,’ sobbed Oliver, clinging to the hand which
held the well-known cane; ‘no, no, sir; I will be good indeed;
indeed, indeed I will, sir! I am a very little boy, sir; and it is
so—so—‘
‘So what?’ inquired Mr. Bumble in amazement.
‘So lonely, sir! So very lonely!’ cried the child. ‘Everybody
hates me. Oh! sir, don’t, don’t pray be cross to me!’ The child
beat his hand upon his heart; and looked in his companion’s face, with tears of real agony.
Mr. Bumble regarded Oliver’s piteous and helpless look,
with some astonishment, for a few seconds; hemmed three
or four times in a husky manner; and after muttering something about ‘that troublesome cough,’ bade Oliver dry his
eyes and be a good boy. Then once more taking his hand, he
walked on with him in silence.
The undertaker, who had just putup the shutters of his
shop, was making some entries in his day-book by the light
of a most appropriate dismal candle, when Mr. Bumble en42
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tered.
‘Aha!’ said the undertaker; looking up from the book,
and pausing in the middle of a word; ‘is that you, Bumble?’
‘No one else, Mr. Sowerberry,’ replied the beadle. ‘Here!
I’ve brought the boy.’ Oliver made a bow.
‘Oh! that’s the boy, is it?’ said the undertaker: raising the
candle above his head, to get a better view of Oliver. ‘Mrs.
Sowerberry, will you have the goodness to come here a moment, my dear?’
Mrs. Sowerberry emerged from a little room behind the
shop, and presented the form of a short, then, squeezed-up
woman, with a vixenish countenance.
‘My dear,’ said Mr. Sowerberry, deferentially, ‘this is the
boy from the workhouse that I told you of.’ Oliver bowed
again.
‘Dear me!’ said the undertaker’s wife, ‘he’s very small.’
‘Why, he IS rather small,’ replied Mr. Bumble: looking
at Oliver as if it were his fault that he was no bigger; ‘he is
small. There’s no denying it. But he’ll grow, Mrs. Sowerberry—he’ll grow.’
‘Ah! I dare say he will,’ replied the lady pettishly, ‘on our
victuals and our drink. I see no saving in parish children,
not I; for they always cost more to keep, than they’re worth.
However, men always think they know best. There! Get
downstairs, little bag o’ bones.’ With this, the undertaker’s
wife opened a side door, and pushed Oliver down a steep
flight of stairs into a stone cell, damp and dark: forming the
ante-room to the coal-cellar, and denominated ‘kitchen’;
wherein sat a slatternly girl, in shoes down at heel, and blue
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worsted stockings very much out of repair.
‘Here, Charlotte,’ said Mr. Sowerberry, who had followed
Oliver down, ‘give this boy some of the cold bits that were
put by for Trip. He hasn’t come home since the morning, so
he may go without ‘em. I dare say the boy isn’t too dainty to
eat ‘em—are you, boy?’
Oliver, whose eyes had glistened at the mention of meat,
and who was trembling with eagerness to devour it, replied
in the negative; and a plateful of coarse broken victuals was
set before him.
I wish some well-fed philosopher, whose meat and drink
turn to gall within him; whose blood is ice, whose heart is
iron; could have seen Oliver Twist clutching at the dainty
viands that the dog had neglected. I wish he could have witnessed the horrible avidity with which Oliver tore the bits
asunder with all the ferocity of famine. There is only one
thing I should like better; and that would be to see the Philosopher making the same sort of meal himself, with the
same relish.
‘Well,’ said the undertaker’s wife, when Oliver had finished his supper: which she had regarded in silent horror,
and with fearful auguries of his future appetite: ‘have you
done?’
There being nothing eatable within his reach, Oliver replied in the affirmative.
‘Then come with me,’ said Mrs. Sowerberry: taking up
a dim and dirty lamp, and leading the way upstairs; ‘your
bed’s under the counter. You don’t mind sleeping among
the coffins, I suppose? But it doesn’t much matter whether
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you do or don’t, for you can’t sleep anywhere else. Come;
don’t keep me here all night!’
Oliver lingered no longer, but meekly followed his new
mistress.
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CHAPTER V
OLIVER MINGLES WITH
NEW ASSOCIATES. GOING
TO A FUNERAL FOR THE
FIRST TIME, HE FORMS AN
UNFAVOURABLE NOTION
OF HIS MASTER’S BUSINESS

O

liver, being left to himself in the undertaker’s shop, set
the lamp down on a workman’s bench, and gazed timidly about him with a feeling of awe and dread, which many
people a good deal older than he will be at no loss to understand. An unfinished coffin on black tressels, which stood
in the middle of the shop, looked so gloomy and death-like
that a cold tremble came over him, every time his eyes wandered in the direction of the dismal object: from which he
almost expected to see some frightful form slowly rear its
head, to drive him mad with terror. Against the wall were
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ranged, in regular array, a long row of elm boards cut in
the same shape: looking in the dim light, like high-shouldered ghosts with their hands in their breeches pockets.
Coffin-plates, elm-chips, bright-headed nails, and shreds of
black cloth, lay scattered on the floor; and the wall behind
the counter was ornamented with a lively representation of
two mutes in very stiff neckcloths, on duty at a large private
door, with a hearse drawn by four black steeds, approaching
in the distance. The shop was close and hot. The atmosphere
seemed tainted with the smell of coffins. The recess beneath
the counter in which his flock mattress was thrust, looked
like a grave.
Nor were these the only dismal feelings which depressed
Oliver. He was alone in a strange place; and we all know
how chilled and desolate the best of us will sometimes feel
in such a situation. The boy had no friends to care for, or to
care for him. The regret of no recent separation was fresh
in his mind; the absence of no loved and well-remembered
face sank heavily into his heart.
But his heart was heavy, notwithstanding; and he wished,
as he crept into his narrow bed, that that were his coffin,
and that he could be lain in a calm and lasting sleep in the
churchyard ground, with the tall grass waving gently above
his head, and the sound of the old deep bell to soothe him
in his sleep.
Oliver was awakened in the morning, by a loud kicking
at the outside of the shop-door: which, before he could huddle on his clothes, was repeated, in an angry and impetuous
manner, about twenty-five times. When he began to undo
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the chain, the legs desisted, and a voice began.
‘Open the door, will yer?’ cried the voice which belonged
to the legs which had kicked at the door.
‘I will, directly, sir,’ replied Oliver: undoing the chain,
and turning the key.
‘I suppose yer the new boy, ain’t yer?’ said the voice
through the key-hole.
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘How old are yer?’ inquired the voice.
‘Ten, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘Then I’ll whop yer when I get in,’ said the voice; ‘you just
see if I don’t, that’s all, my work’us brat!’ and having made
this obliging promise, the voice began to whistle.
Oliver had been too often subjected to the process to
which the very expressive monosyllable just recorded bears
reference, to entertain the smallest doubt that the owner of
the voice, whoever he might be, would redeem his pledge,
most honourably. He drew back the bolts with a trembling
hand, and opened the door.
For a second or two, Oliver glanced up the street, and
down the street, and over the way: impressed with the belief that the unknown, who had addressed him through the
key-hole, had walked a few paces off, to warm himself; for
nobody did he see but a big charity-boy, sitting on a post in
front of the house, eating a slice of bread and butter: which
he cut into wedges, the size of his mouth, with a clasp-knife,
and then consumed with great dexterity.
‘I beg your pardon, sir,’ said Oliver at length: seeing that
no other visitor made his appearance; ‘did you knock?’
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‘I kicked,’ replied the charity-boy.
‘Did you want a coffin, sir?’ inquired Oliver, innocently.
At this, the charity-boy looked monstrous fierce; and
said that Oliver would want one before long, if he cut jokes
with his superiors in that way.
‘Yer don’t know who I am, I suppose, Work’us?’ said the
charity-boy, in continuation: descending from the top of
the post, meanwhile, with edifying gravity.
‘No, sir,’ rejoined Oliver.
‘I’m Mister Noah Claypole,’ said the charity-boy, ‘and
you’re under me. Take down the shutters, yer idle young
ruffian!’ With this, Mr. Claypole administered a kick to Oliver, and entered the shop with a dignified air, which did
him great credit. It is difficult for a large-headed, small-eyed
youth, of lumbering make and heavy countenance, to look
dignified under any circumstances; but it is more especially
so, when superadded to these personal attractions are a red
nose and yellow smalls.
Oliver, having taken down the shutters, and broken a
pane of glass in his effort to stagger away beneath the weight
of the first one to a small court at the side of the house in
which they were kept during the day, was graciously assisted
by Noah: who having consoled him with the assurance that
‘he’d catch it,’ condescended to help him. Mr. Sowerberry
came down soon after. Shortly afterwards, Mrs. Sowerberry
appeared. Oliver having ‘caught it,’ in fulfilment of Noah’s
prediction, followed that young gentleman down the stairs
to breakfast.
‘Come near the fire, Noah,’ said Charlotte. ‘I saved a nice
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little bit of bacon for you from master’s breakfast. Oliver,
shut that door at Mister Noah’s back, and take them bits
that I’ve put out on the cover of the bread-pan. There’s your
tea; take it away to that box, and drink it there, and make
haste, for they’ll want you to mind the shop. D’ye hear?’
‘D’ye hear, Work’us?’ said Noah Claypole.
‘Lor, Noah!’ said Charlotte, ‘what a rum creature you are!
Why don’t you let the boy alone?’
‘Let him alone!’ said Noah. ‘Why everybody lets him
alone enough, for the matter of that. Neither his father nor
his mother will ever interfere with him. All his relations let
him have his own way pretty well. Eh, Charlotte? He! he!
he!’
‘Oh, you queer soul!’ said Charlotte, bursting into a
hearty laugh, in which she was joined by Noah; after which
they both looked scornfully at poor Oliver Twist, as he sat
shivering on the box in the coldest corner of the room, and
ate the stale pieces which had been specially reserved for
him.
Noah was a charity-boy, but not a workhouse orphan.
No chance-child was he, for he could trace his genealogy all the way back to his parents, who lived hard by; his
mother being a washerwoman, and his father a drunken
soldier, discharged with a wooden leg, and a diurnal pension of twopence-halfpenny and an unstateable fraction.
The shop-boys in the neighbourhood had long been in the
habit of branding Noah in the public streets, with the ignominious epithets of ‘leathers,’ ‘charity,’ and the like; and
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tune had cast in his way a nameless orphan, at whom even
the meanest could point the finger of scorn, he retorted on
him with interest. This affords charming food for contemplation. It shows us what a beautiful thing human nature
may be made to be; and how impartially the same amiable qualities are developed in the finest lord and the dirtiest
charity-boy.
Oliver had been sojourning at the undertaker’s some
three weeks or a month. Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry—the
shop being shut up—were taking their supper in the little
back-parlour, when Mr. Sowerberry, after several deferential glances at his wife, said,
‘My dear—‘ He was going to say more; but, Mrs. Sowerberry looking up, with a peculiarly unpropitious aspect, he
stopped short.
‘Well,’ said Mrs. Sowerberry, sharply.
‘Nothing, my dear, nothing,’ said Mr. Sowerberry.
‘Ugh, you brute!’ said Mrs. Sowerberry.
‘Not at all, my dear,’ said Mr. Sowerberry humbly. ‘I
thought you didn’t want to hear, my dear. I was only going
to say—‘
‘Oh, don’t tell me what you were going to say,’ interposed
Mrs. Sowerberry. ‘I am nobody; don’t consult me, pray. I
don’t want to intrude upon your secrets.’ As Mrs. Sowerberry said this, she gave an hysterical laugh, which threatened
violent consequences.
‘But, my dear,’ said Sowerberry, ‘I want to ask your advice.’
‘No, no, don’t ask mine,’ replied Mrs. Sowerberry, in an
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affecting manner: ‘ask somebody else’s.’ Here, there was
another hysterical laugh, which frightened Mr. Sowerberry very much. This is a very common and much-approved
matrimonial course of treatment, which is often very effective It at once reduced Mr. Sowerberry to begging, as a
special favour, to be allowed to say what Mrs. Sowerberry
was most curious to hear. After a short duration, the permission was most graciously conceded.
‘It’s only about young Twist, my dear,’ said Mr. Sowerberry. ‘A very good-looking boy, that, my dear.’
‘He need be, for he eats enough,’ observed the lady.
‘There’s an expression of melancholy in his face, my dear,’
resumed Mr. Sowerberry, ‘which is very interesting. He
would make a delightful mute, my love.’
Mrs. Sowerberry looked up with an expression of considerable wonderment. Mr. Sowerberry remarked it and,
without allowing time for any observation on the good lady’s part, proceeded.
‘I don’t mean a regular mute to attend grown-up people,
my dear, but only for children’s practice. It would be very
new to have a mute in proportion, my dear. You may depend upon it, it would have a superb effect.’
Mrs. Sowerberry, who had a good deal of taste in the
undertaking way, was much struck by the novelty of this
idea; but, as it would have been compromising her dignity
to have said so, under existing circumstances, she merely
inquired, with much sharpness, why such an obvious suggestion had not presented itself to her husband’s mind
before? Mr. Sowerberry rightly construed this, as an ac52
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quiescence in his proposition; it was speedily determined,
therefore, that Oliver should be at once initiated into the
mysteries of the trade; and, with this view, that he should
accompany his master on the very next occasion of his services being required.
The occasion was not long in coming. Half an hour after breakfast next morning, Mr. Bumble entered the shop;
and supporting his cane against the counter, drew forth his
large leathern pocket-book: from which he selected a small
scrap of paper, which he handed over to Sowerberry.
‘Aha!’ said the undertaker, glancing over it with a lively
countenance; ‘an order for a coffin, eh?’
‘For a coffin first, and a porochial funeral afterwards,’
replied Mr. Bumble, fastening the strap of the leathern
pocket-book: which, like himself, was very corpulent.
‘Bayton,’ said the undertaker, looking from the scrap of
paper to Mr. Bumble. ‘I never heard the name before.’
Bumble shook his head, as he replied, ‘Obstinate people,
Mr. Sowerberry; very obstinate. Proud, too, I’m afraid, sir.’
‘Proud, eh?’ exclaimed Mr. Sowerberry with a sneer.
‘Come, that’s too much.’
‘Oh, it’s sickening,’ replied the beadle. ‘Antimonial, Mr.
Sowerberry!’
‘So it is,’ asquiesced the undertaker.
‘We only heard of the family the night before last,’ said
the beadle; ‘and we shouldn’t have known anything about
them, then, only a woman who lodges in the same house
made an application to the porochial committee for them
to send the porochial surgeon to see a woman as was very
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bad. He had gone out to dinner; but his ‘prentice (which is a
very clever lad) sent ‘em some medicine in a blacking-bottle,
offhand.’
‘Ah, there’s promptness,’ said the undertaker.
‘Promptness, indeed!’ replied the beadle. ‘But what’s
the consequence; what’s the ungrateful behaviour of these
rebels, sir? Why, the husband sends back word that the
medicine won’t suit his wife’s complaint, and so she shan’t
take it—says she shan’t take it, sir! Good, strong, wholesome medicine, as was given with great success to two Irish
labourers and a coal-heaver, ony a week before—sent ‘em
for nothing, with a blackin’-bottle in,—and he sends back
word that she shan’t take it, sir!’
As the atrocity presented itself to Mr. Bumble’s mind in
full force, he struck the counter sharply with his cane, and
became flushed with indignation.
‘Well,’ said the undertaker, ‘I ne—ver—did—‘
‘Never did, sir!’ ejaculated the beadle. ‘No, nor nobody
never did; but now she’s dead, we’ve got to bury her; and
that’s the direction; and the sooner it’s done, the better.’
Thus saying, Mr. Bumble put on his cocked hat wrong
side first, in a fever of parochial excietment; and flounced
out of the shop.
‘Why, he was so angry, Oliver, that he forgot even to ask
after you!’ said Mr. Sowerberry, looking after the beadle as
he strode down the street.
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Oliver, who had carefully kept himself
out of sight, during the interview; and who was shaking
from head to foot at the mere recollection of the sound of
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Mr. Bumble’s voice.
He needn’t haven taken the trouble to shrink from Mr.
Bumble’s glance, however; for that functionary, on whom
the prediction of the gentleman in the white waistcoat had
made a very strong impression, thought that now the undertaker had got Oliver upon trial the subject was better
avoided, until such time as he should be firmly bound for
seven years, and all danger of his being returned upon the
hands of the parish should be thus effectually and legally
overcome.
‘Well,’ said Mr. Sowerberry, taking up his hat. ‘the sooner
this job is done, the better. Noah, look after the shop. Oliver,
put on your cap, and come with me.’ Oliver obeyed, and followed his master on his professional mission.
They walked on, for some time, through the most crowded and densely inhabited part of the town; and then, striking
down a narrow street more dirty and miserable than any
they had yet passed through, paused to look for the house
which was the object of their search. The houses on either
side were high and large, but very old, and tenanted by
people of the poorest class: as their neglected appearance
would have sufficiently dentoed, without the concurrent
testimony afforded by the squalid looks of the few men and
women who, with folded arms and bodies half doubled, occasionally skulked along. A great many of the tenements
had shop-fronts; but these were fast closed, and mouldering
away; only the upper rooms being inhabited. Some houses
which had become insecure from age and decay, were prevented from falling into the street, by huge beams of wood
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reared against the walls, and firmly planted in the road; but
even these crazy dens seemed to have been selected as the
nightly haunts of some houseless wretches, for many of the
rough boards which supplied the place of door and window,
were wrenched from their positions, to afford an aperture
wide enough for the passage of a human body. The kennel
was stagnant and filthy. The very rats, which here and there
lay putrefying in its rottenness, were hideous with famine.
There was neither knocker nor bell-handle at the open
door where Oliver and his master stopped; so, groping his
way cautiously through the dark passage, and bidding Oliver
keep close to him and not be afraid the undertaker mounted to the top of the first flight of stairs. Stumbling against a
door on the landing, he rapped at it with his knuckles.
It was opened by a young girl of thirteen or fourteen. The
undertaker at once saw enough of what the room contained,
to know it was the apartment to which he had been directed.
He stepped in; Oliver followed him.
There was no fire in the room; but a man was crouching, mechanically, over the empty stove. An old woman, too,
had drawn a low stool to the cold hearth, and was sitting
beside him. There were some ragged children in another
corner; and in a small recess, opposite the door, there lay
upon the ground, something covered with an old blanket.
Oliver shuddered as he cast his eyes toward the place, and
crept involuntarily closer to his master; for though it was
covered up, the boy felt that it was a corpse.
The man’s face was thin and very pale; his hair and beard
were grizzly; his eyes were blookshot. The old woman’s face
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was wrinkled; her two remaining teeth protruded over her
under lip; and her eyes were bright and piercing. Oliver was
afriad to look at either her or the man. They seemed so like
the rats he had seen outside.
‘Nobody shall go near her,’ said the man, starting fiercely
up, as the undertaker approached the recess. ‘Keep back!
Damn you, keep back, if you’ve a life to lose!’
‘Nonsense, my good man,’ said the undertaker, who was
pretty well used to misery in all its shapes. ‘Nonsense!’
‘I tell you,’ said the man: clenching his hands, and stamping furiously on the floor,—‘I tell you I won’t have her put
into the ground. She couldn’t rest there. The worms would
worry her—not eat her—she is so worn away.’
The undertaker offered no reply to this raving; but producing a tape from his pocket, knelt down for a moment by
the side of the body.
‘Ah!’ said the man: bursting into tears, and sinking on
his knees at the feet of the dead woman; ‘kneel down, kneel
down —kneel round her, every one of you, and mark my
words! I say she was starved to death. I never knew how bad
she was, till the fever came upon her; and then her bones
were starting through the skin. There was neither fire nor
candle; she died in the dark—in the dark! She couldn’t even
see her children’s faces, though we heard her gasping out
their names. I begged for her in the streets: and they sent
me to prison. When I came back, she was dying; and all the
blood in my heart has dried up, for they starved her to death.
I swear it before the God that saw it! They starved her!’ He
twined his hands in his hair; and, with a loud scream, rolled
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grovelling upon the floor: his eyes fixed, and the foam covering his lips.
The terrified children cried bitterly; but the old woman,
who had hitherto remained as quiet as if she had been wholly deaf to all that passed, menaced them into silence. Having
unloosened the cravat of the man who still remained extended on the ground, she tottered towards the undertaker.
‘She was my daughter,’ said the old woman, nodding her
head in the direction of the corpse; and speaking with an
idiotic leer, more ghastly than even the presence of death
in such a place. ‘Lord, Lord! Well, it IS strange that I who
gave birth to her, and was a woman then, should be alive
and merry now, and she lying ther: so cold and stiff! Lord,
Lord!—to think of it; it’s as good as a play—as good as a
play!’
As the wretched creature mumbled and chuckled in her
hideous merriment, the undertaker turned to go away.
‘Stop, stop!’ said the old woman in a loud whisper. ‘Will
she be buried to-morrow, or next day, or to-night? I laid her
out; and I must walk, you know. Send me a large cloak: a
good warm one: for it is bitter cold. We should have cake
and wine, too, before we go! Never mind; send some bread—
only a loaf of bread and a cup of water. Shall we have some
bread, dear?’ she said eagerly:
catching at the undertaker’s coat, as he once more moved
towards the door.
‘Yes, yes,’ said the undertaker,’of course. Anything you
like!’ He disengaged himself from the old woman’s grasp;
and, drawing Oliver after him, hurried away.
58

Oliver Twist

The next day, (the family having been meanwhile relieved with a half-quartern loaf and a piece of cheese, left
with them by Mr. Bumble himself,) Oliver and his master
returned to the miserable abode; where Mr. Bumble had
already arrived, accompanied by four men from the workhouse, who were to act as bearers. An old black cloak had
been thrown over the rags of the old woman and the man;
and the bare coffin having been screwed down, was hoisted
on the shoulders of the bearers, and carried into the street.
‘Now, you must put your best leg foremost, old lady!’
whispered Sowerberry in the old woman’s ear; ‘we are rather late; and it won’t do, to keep the clergyman waiting. Move
on, my men,—as quick as you like!’
Thus directed, the bearers trotted on under their light
burden; and the two mourners kept as near them, as they
could. Mr. Bumble and Sowerberry walked at a good smart
pace in front; and Oliver, whose legs were not so long as his
master’s, ran by the side.
There was not so great a necessity for hurrying as
Mr. Sowerberry had anticipated, however; for when they
reached the obscure corner of the churchyard in which the
nettles grew, and where the parish graves were made, the
clergyman had not arrived; and the clerk, who was sitting
by the vestry-room fire, seemed to think it by no means
improbable that it might be an hour or so, before he came.
So, they put the bier on the brink of the grave; and the two
mourners waited patiently in the damp clay, with a cold
rain drizzling down, while the ragged boys whom the spectacle had attracted into the churchyard played a noisy game
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at hide-and-seek among the tombstones, or varied their
amusements by jumping backwards and forwards over the
coffin. Mr. Sowerberry and Bumble, being personal friends
of the clerk, sat by the fire with him, and read the paper.
At length, after a lapse of something more than an hour,
Mr. Bumble, and Sowerberry, and the clerk, were seen
running towards the grave. Immediately afterwards, the
clergyman appeared: putting on his surplice as he came
along. Mr. Bumble then thrashed a boy or two, to keep up
appearances; and the reverend gentleman, having read as
much of the burial service as could be compressed into four
minutes, gave his surplice to the clerk, and walked away
again.
‘Now, Bill!’ said Sowerberry to the grave-digger. ‘Fill up!’
It was no very difficult task, for the grave was so full, that
the uppermost coffin was within a few feet of the surface.
The grave-digger shovelled in the earth; stamped it loosely
down with his feet: shouldered his spade; and walked off,
followed by the boys, who murmured very loud complaints
at the fun being over so soon.
‘Come, my good fellow!’ said Bumble, tapping the man
on the back.
‘They want to shut up the yard.’
The man who had never once moved, since he had taken
his station by the grave side, started, raised his head, stared
at the person who had addressed him, walked forward for a
few paces; and fell down in a swoon. The crazy old woman
was too much occupied in bewailing the loss of her cloak
(which the undertaker had taken off), to pay him any atten60
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tion; so they threw a can of cold water over him; and when
he came to, saw him safely out of the churchyard, locked the
gate, and departed on their different ways.
‘Well, Oliver,’ said Sowerberry, as they walked home,
‘how do you like it?’
‘Pretty well, thank you, sir’ replied Oliver, with considerable hesitation. ‘Not very much, sir.’
‘Ah, you’ll get used to it in time, Oliver,’ said Sowerberry.
‘Nothing when you ARE used to it, my boy.’
Oliver wondered, in his own mind, whether it had taken
a very long time to get Mr. Sowerberry used to it. But he
thought it better not to ask the question; and walked back to
the shop: thinking over all he had seen and heard.
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CHAPTER VI
OLIVER, BEING GOADED
BY THE TAUNTS OF NOAH,
ROUSES INTO ACTION, AND
RATHER ASTONISHES HIM

T

he month’s trial over, Oliver was formally apprenticed. It
was a nice sickly season just at this time. In commercial
phrase, coffins were looking up; and, in the course of a few
weeks, Oliver acquired a great deal of experience. The success of Mr. Sowerberry’s ingenious speculation, exceeded
even his most sanguine hopes. The oldest inhabitants recollected no period at which measles had been so prevalent,
or so fatal to infant existence; and many were the mournful
processions which little Oliver headed, in a hat-band reaching down to his knees, to the indescribable admiration and
emotion of all the mothers in the town. As Oliver accompanied his master in most of his adult expeditions too, in
order that he might acquire that equanimity of demeanour
and full command of nerve which was essential to a fin-
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ished undertaker, he had many opportunities of observing
the beautiful resignation and fortitude with which some
strong-minded people bear their trials and losses.
For instance; when Sowerberry had an order for the
burial of some rich old lady or gentleman, who was surrounded by a great number of nephews and nieces, who had
been perfectly inconsolable during the previous illness, and
whose grief had been wholly irrepressible even on the most
public occasions, they would be as happy among themselves
as need be—quite cheerful and contented—conversing together with as much freedom and gaiety, as if nothing
whatever had happened to disturb them. Husbands, too,
bore the loss of their wives with the most heroic calmness.
Wives, again, put on weeds for their husbands, as if, so far
from grieving in the garb of sorrow, they had made up their
minds to render it as becoming and attractive as possible. It
was observable, too, that ladies and gentlemen who were in
passions of anguish during the ceremony of interment, recovered almost as soon as they reached home, and became
quite composed before the tea-drinking was over. All this
was very pleasant and improving to see; and Oliver beheld
it with great admiration.
That Oliver Twist was moved to resignation by the example of these good people, I cannot, although I am his
biographer, undertake to affirm with any degree of confidence; but I can most distinctly say, that for many months
he continued meekly to submit to the domination and illtreatment of Noah Claypole: who used him far worse than
before, now that his jealousy was roused by seeing the new
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boy promoted to the black stick and hatband, while he, the
old one, remained stationary in the muffin-cap and leathers. Charlotte treated him ill, because Noah did; and Mrs.
Sowerberry was his decided enemy, because Mr. Sowerberry was disposed to be his friend; so, between these three
on one side, and a glut of funerals on the other, Oliver was
not altogether as comfortable as the hungry pig was, when
he was shut up, by mistake, in the grain department of a
brewery.
And now, I come to a very important passage in Oliver’s
history; for I have to record an act, slight and unimportant perhaps in appearance, but which indirectly produced
a material change in all his future prospects and proceedings.
One day, Oliver and Noah had descended into the kitchen at the usual dinner-hour, to banquet upon a small joint of
mutton—a pound and a half of the worst end of the neck—
when Charlotte being called out of the way, there ensued a
brief interval of time, which Noah Claypole, being hungry
and vicious, considered he could not possibly devote to a
worthier purpose than aggravating and tantalising young
Oliver Twist.
Intent upon this innocent amusement, Noah put his feet
on the table-cloth; and pulled Oliver’s hair; and twitched
his ears; and expressed his opinion that he was a ‘sneak’;
and furthermore announced his intention of coming to
see him hanged, whenever that desirable event should take
place; and entered upon various topics of petty annoyance,
like a malicious and ill-conditioned charity-boy as he was.
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But, making Oliver cry, Noah attempted to be more facetious still; and in his attempt, did what many sometimes
do to this day, when they want to be funny. He got rather
personal.
‘Work’us,’ said Noah, ‘how’s your mother?’
‘She’s dead,’ replied Oliver; ‘don’t you say anything about
her to me!’
Oliver’s colour rose as he said this; he breathed quickly;
and there was a curious working of the mouth and nostrils,
which Mr. Claypole thought must be the immediate precursor of a violent fit of crying. Under this impression he
returned to the charge.
‘What did she die of, Work’us?’ said Noah.
‘Of a broken heart, some of our old nurses told me,’ replied Oliver: more as if he were talking to himself, than
answering Noah. ‘I think I know what it must be to die of
that!’
‘Tol de rol lol lol, right fol lairy, Work’us,’ said Noah, as
a tear rolled down Oliver’s cheek. ‘What’s set you a snivelling now?’
‘Not YOU,’ replied Oliver, sharply. ‘There; that’s enough.
Don’t say anything more to me about her; you’d better not!’
‘Better not!’ exclaimed Noah. ‘Well! Better not! Work’us,
don’t be impudent. YOUR mother, too! She was a nice ‘un
she was. Oh, Lor!’ And here, Noah nodded his head expressively; and curled up as much of his small red nose as
muscular action could collect together, for the occasion.
‘Yer know, Work’us,’ continued Noah, emboldened by
Oliver’s silence, and speaking in a jeering tone of affected
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pity: of all tones the most annoying: ‘Yer know, Work’us, it
can’t be helped now; and of course yer couldn’t help it then;
and I am very sorry for it; and I’m sure we all are, and pity
yer very much. But yer must know, Work’us, yer mother
was a regular right-down bad ‘un.’
‘What did you say?’ inquired Oliver, looking up very
quickly.
‘A regular right-down bad ‘un, Work’us,’ replied Noah,
coolly. ‘And it’s a great deal better, Work’us, that she died
when she did, or else she’d have been hard labouring in
Bridewell, or transported, or hung; which is more likely
than either, isn’t it?’
Crimson with fury, Oliver started up; overthrew the
chair and table; seized Noah by the throat; shook him, in
the violence of his rage, till his teeth chattered in his head;
and collecting his whole force into one heavy blow, felled
him to the ground.
A minute ago, the boy had looked the quiet child, mild,
dejected creature that harsh treatment had made him. But
his spirit was roused at last; the cruel insult to his dead
mother had set his blood on fire. His breast heaved; his attitude was erect; his eye bright and vivid; his whole person
changed, as he stood glaring over the cowardly tormentor
who now lay crouching at his feet; and defied him with an
energy he had never known before.
‘He’ll murder me!’ blubbered Noah. ‘Charlotte! missis!
Here’s the new boy a murdering of me! Help! help! Oliver’s
gone mad! Char—lotte!’
Noah’s shouts were responded to, by a loud scream from
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Charlotte, and a louder from Mrs. Sowerberry; the former
of whom rushed into the kitchen by a side-door, while the
latter paused on the staircase till she was quite certain that
it was consistent with the preservation of human life, to
come further down.
‘Oh, you little wretch!’ screamed Charlotte: seizing Oliver with her utmost force, which was about equal to that of
a moderately strong man in particularly good training. ‘Oh,
you little un-grate-ful, mur-de-rous, hor-rid villain!’ And
between every syllable, Charlotte gave Oliver a blow with
all her might: accompanying it with a scream, for the benefit of society.
Charlotte’s fist was by no means a light one; but, lest
it should not be effectual in calming Oliver’s wrath, Mrs.
Sowerberry plunged into the kitchen, and assisted to hold
him with one hand, while she scratched his face with the
other. In this favourable position of affairs, Noah rose from
the ground, and pommelled him behind.
This was rather too violent exercise to last long. When
they were all wearied out, and could tear and beat no longer,
they dragged Oliver, struggling and shouting, but nothing
daunted, into the dust-cellar, and there locked him up. This
being done, Mrs. Sowerberry sunk into a chair, and burst
into tears.
‘Bless her, she’s going off!’ said Charlotte. ‘A glass of water, Noah, dear. Make haste!’
‘Oh! Charlotte,’ said Mrs. Sowerberry: speaking as well
as she could, through a deficiency of breath, and a sufficiency of cold water, which Noah had poured over her head
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and shoulders. ‘Oh! Charlotte, what a mercy we have not all
been murdered in our beds!’
‘Ah! mercy indeed, ma’am,’ was the reply. I only hope
this’ll teach master not to have any more of these dreadful
creatures, that are born to be murderers and robbers from
their very cradle.
Poor Noah! He was all but killed, ma’am, when I come
in.’
‘Poor fellow!’ said Mrs. Sowerberry: looking piteously on
the charity-boy.
Noah, whose top waistcoat-button might have been
somewhere on a level with the crown of Oliver’s head,
rubbed his eyes with the inside of his wrists while this commiseration was bestowed upon him, and performed some
affecting tears and sniffs.
‘What’s to be done!’ exclaimed Mrs. Sowerberry. ‘Your
master’s not at home; there’s not a man in the house, and
he’ll kick that door down in ten minutes.’ Oliver’s vigorous
plunges against the bit of timber in question, rendered this
occurance highly probable.
‘Dear, dear! I don’t know, ma’am,’ said Charlotte, ‘unless
we send for the police-officers.’
‘Or the millingtary,’ suggested Mr. Claypole.
‘No, no,’ said Mrs. Sowerberry: bethinking herself of Oliver’s old friend. ‘Run to Mr. Bumble, Noah, and tell him to
come here directly, and not to lose a minute; never mind
your cap! Make haste! You can hold a knife to that black eye,
as you run along.
It’ll keep the swelling down.’
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Noah stopped to make no reply, but started off at his
fullest speed; and very much it astonished the people who
were out walking, to see a charity-boy tearing through the
streets pell-mell, with no cap on his head, and a clasp-knife
at his eye.
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CHAPTER VII
OLIVER CONTINUES
REFRACTORY

N

oah Claypole ran along the streets at his swiftest pace,
and paused not once for breath, until he reached the
workhouse-gate. Having rested here, for a minute or so, to
collect a good burst of sobs and an imposing show of tears
and terror, he knocked loudly at the wicket; and presented
such a rueful face to the aged pauper who opened it, that
even he, who saw nothing but rueful faces about him at the
best of times, started back in astonishment.
‘Why, what’s the matter with the boy!’ said the old pauper.
‘Mr. Bumble! Mr. Bumble!’ cried Noah, wit well-affected dismay: and in tones so loud and agitated, that they not
only caught the ear of Mr. Bumble himself, who happened
to be hard by, but alarmed him so much that he rushed into
the yard without his cocked hat, —which is a very curious
and remarkable circumstance: as showing that even a beadle, acted upon a sudden and powerful impulse, may be
afflicted with a momentary visitation of loss of self-posses-
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sion, and forgetfulness of personal dignity.
‘Oh, Mr. Bumble, sir!’ said Noah: ‘Oliver, sir, —Oliver
has—‘
‘What? What?’ interposed Mr. Bumble: with a gleam of
pleasure in his metallic eyes. ‘Not run away; he hasn’t run
away, has he, Noah?’
‘No, sir, no. Not run away, sir, but he’s turned wicious,’
replied Noah. ‘He tried to murder me, sir; and then he tried
to murder Charlotte; and then missis. Oh! what dreadful
pain it is!
Such agony, please, sir!’ And here, Noah writhed and
twisted his body into an extensive variety of eel-like positions; thereby giving Mr. Bumble to understand that, from
the violent and sanguinary onset of Oliver Twist, he had
sustained severe internal injury and damage, from which
he was at that moment suffering the acutest torture.
When Noah saw that the intelligence he communicated
perfectly paralysed Mr. Bumble, he imparted additional effect thereunto, by bewailing his dreadful wounds ten times
louder than before; and when he observed a gentleman in a
white waistcoat crossing the yard, he was more tragic in his
lamentations than ever: rightly conceiving it highly expedient to attract the notice, and rouse the indignation, of the
gentleman aforesaid.
The gentleman’s notice was very soon attracted; for he
had not walked three paces, when he turned angrily round,
and inquired what that young cur was howling for, and
why Mr. Bumble did not favour him with something which
would render the series of vocular exclamations so desigFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com

71

nated, an involuntary process?
‘It’s a poor boy from the free-school, sir,’ replied Mr.
Bumble, ‘who has been nearly murdered—all but murdered,
sir, —by young Twist.’
‘By Jove!’ exclaimed the gentleman in the white waistcoat, stopping short. ‘I knew it! I felt a strange presentiment
from the very first, that that audacious young savage would
come to be hung!’
‘He has likewise attempted, sir, to murder the female servant,’ said Mr. Bumble, with a face of ashy paleness.
‘And his missis,’ interposed Mr. Claypole.
‘And his master, too, I think you said, Noah?’ added Mr.
Bumble.
‘No! he’s out, or he would have murdered him,’ replied
Noah. ‘He said he wanted to.’
‘Ah! Said he wanted to, did he, my boy?’ inquired the gentleman in the white waistcoat.
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Noah. ‘And please, sir, missis wants to
know whether Mr. Bumble can spare time to step up there,
directly, and flog him— ‘cause master’s out.’
‘Certainly, my boy; certainly,’ said the gentleman in the
white waistcoat: smiling benignly, and patting Noah’s head,
which was about three inches higher than his own. ‘You’re a
good boy—a very good boy. Here’s a penny for you. Bumble,
just step up to Sowerberry’s with your cane, and seed what’s
best to be done. Don’t spare him, Bumble.’
‘No, I will not, sir,’ replied the beadle. And the cocked hat
and cane having been, by this time, adjusted to their owner’s satisfaction, Mr. Bumble and Noah Claypole betook
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themselves with all speed to the undertaker’s shop.
Here the position of affairs had not at all improved. Sowerberry had not yet returned, and Oliver continued to kick,
with undiminished vigour, at the cellar-door. The accounts
of his ferocity as related by Mrs. Sowerberry and Charlotte,
were of so startling a nature, that Mr. Bumble judged it
prudent to parley, before opening the door. With this view
he gave a kick at the outside, by way of prelude; and, then,
applying his mouth to the keyhole, said, in a deep and impressive tone:
‘Oliver!’
‘Come; you let me out!’ replied Oliver, from the inside.
‘Do you know this here voice, Oliver?’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘Yes,’ replied Oliver.
‘Ain’t you afraid of it, sir? Ain’t you a-trembling while I
speak, sir?’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘No!’ replied Oliver, boldly.
An answer so different from the one he had expected to
elicit, and was in the habit of receiving, staggered Mr. Bumble not a little. He stepped back from the keyhole; drew
himself up to his full height; and looked from one to another of the three bystanders, in mute astonishment.
‘Oh, you know, Mr. Bumble, he must be mad,’ said Mrs.
Sowerberry.
‘No boy in half his senses could venture to speak so to
you.’
‘It’s not Madness, ma’am,’ replied Mr. Bumble, after a few
moments of deep meditation. ‘It’s Meat.’
‘What?’ exclaimed Mrs. Sowerberry.
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‘Meat, ma’am, meat,’ replied Bumble, with stern emphasis. ‘You’ve over-fed him, ma’am. You’ve raised a artificial
soul and spirit in him, ma’am unbecoming a person of his
condition: as the board, Mrs. Sowerberry, who are practical
philosophers, will tell you. What have paupers to do with
soul or spirit? It’s quite enough that we let ‘em have live
bodies. If you had kept the boy on gruel, ma’am, this would
never have happened.’
‘Dear, dear!’ ejaculated Mrs. Sowerberry, piously raising
her eyes to the kitchen ceiling: ‘this comes of being liberal!’
The liberality of Mrs. Sowerberry to Oliver, had consisted of a profuse bestowal upon him of all the dirty odds and
ends which nobody else would eat; so there was a great deal
of meekness and self-devotion in her voluntarily remaining
under Mr. Bumble’s heavy accusation. Of which, to do her
justice, she was wholly innocent, in thought, word, or deed.
‘Ah!’ said Mr. Bumble, when the lady brought her eyes
down to earth again; ‘the only thing that can be done now,
that I know of, is to leave him in the cellar for a day or so,
till he’s a little starved down; and then to take him out,
and keep him on gruel all through the apprenticeship. He
comes of a bad family. Excitable natures, Mrs. Sowerberry! Both the nurse and doctor said, that that mother of his
made her way here, against difficulties and pain that would
have killed any well-disposed woman, weeks before.’
At this point of Mr. Bumble’s discourse, Oliver, just hearing enough to know that some allusion was being made to
his mother, recommenced kicking, with a violence that rendered every other sound inaudible. Sowerberry returned
74

Oliver Twist

at this juncture. Oliver’s offence having been explained to
him, with such exaggerations as the ladies thought best calculated to rouse his ire, he unlocked the cellar-door in a
twinkling, and dragged his rebellious apprentice out, by the
collar.
Oliver’s clothes had been torn in the beating he had received; his face was bruised and scratched; and his hair
scattered over his forehead. The angry flush had not disappeared, however; and when he was pulled out of his prison,
he scowled boldly on Noah, and looked quite undismayed.
‘Now, you are a nice young fellow, ain’t you?’ said Sowerberry; giving Oliver a shake, and a box on the ear.
‘He called my mother names,’ replied Oliver.
‘Well, and what if he did, you little ungrateful wretch?’
said Mrs. Sowerberry. ‘She deserved what he said, and
worse.’
‘She didn’t’ said Oliver.
‘She did,’ said Mrs. Sowerberry.
‘It’s a lie!’ said Oliver.
Mrs. Sowerberry burst into a flood of tears.
This flood of tears left Mr. Sowerberry no alternative. If he
had hesitated for one instant to punish Oliver most severely,
it must be quite clear to every experienced reader that he
would have been, according to all precedents in disputes of
matrimony established, a brute, an unnatural husband, an
insulting creature, a base imitation of a man, and various
other agreeable characters too numerous for recital within
the limits of this chapter. To do him justice, he was, as far
as his power went—it was not very extensive—kindly disFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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posed towards the boy; perhaps, because it was his interest
to be so; perhaps, because his wife disliked him. The flood
of tears, however, left him no resource; so he at once gave
him a drubbing, which satisfied even Mrs. Sowerberry herself, and rendered Mr. Bumble’s subsequent application of
the parochial cane, rather unnecessary. For the rest of the
day, he was shut up in the back kitchen, in company with
a pump and a slice of bread; and at night, Mrs. Sowerberry, after making various remarks outside the door, by no
means complimentary to the memory of his mother, looked
into the room, and, amidst the jeers and pointings of Noah
and Charlotte, ordered him upstairs to his dismal bed.
It was not until he was left alone in the silence and stillness of the gloomy workshop of the undertaker, that Oliver
gave way to the feelings which the day’s treatment may be
supposed likely to have awakened in a mere child. He had
listened to their taunts with a look of contempt; he had
borne the lash without a cry: for he felt that pride swelling in his heart which would have kept down a shriek to
the last, though they had roasted him alive. But now, when
there were none to see or hear him, he fell upon his knees on
the floor; and, hiding his face in his hands, wept such tears
as, God send for the credit of our nature, few so young may
ever have cause to pour out before him!
For a long time, Oliver remained motionless in this attitude. The candle was burning low in the socket when he
rose to his feet. Having gazed cautiously round him, and
listened intently, he gently undid the fastenings of the door,
and looked abroad.
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It was a cold, dark night. The stars seemed, to the boy’s
eyes, farther from the earth than he had ever seen them before; there was no wind; and the sombre shadows thrown
by the trees upon the ground, looked sepulchral and deathlike, from being so still. He softly reclosed the door. Having
availed himself of the expiring light of the candle to tie up
in a handkerchief the few articles of wearing apparel he had,
sat himself down upon a bench, to wait for morning.
With the first ray of light that struggled through the
crevices in the shutters, Oliver arose, and again unbarred
the door. One timid look around—one moment’s pause of
hesitation—he had closed it behind him, and was in the
open street.
He looked to the right and to the left, uncertain whither
to fly.
He remembered to have seen the waggons, as they went
out, toiling up the hill. He took the same route; and arriving
at a footpath across the fields: which he knew, after some
distance, led out again into the road; struck into it, and
walked quickly on.
Along this same footpath, Oliver well-remembered he
had trotted beside Mr. Bumble, when he first carried him to
the workhouse from the farm. His way lay directly in front
of the cottage. His heart beat quickly when he bethought
himself of this; and he half resolved to turn back. He had
come a long way though, and should lose a great deal of
time by doing so. Besides, it was so early that there was very
little fear of his being seen; so he walked on.
He reached the house. There was no appearance of its inFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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mates stirring at that early hour. Oliver stopped, and peeped
into the garden. A child was weeding one of the little beds;
as he stopped, he raised his pale face and disclosed the features of one of his former companions. Oliver felt glad to
see him, before he went; for, though younger than himself,
he had been his little friend and playmate. They had been
beaten, and starved, and shut up together, many and many
a time.
‘Hush, Dick!’ said Oliver, as the boy ran to the gate, and
thrust his thin arm between the rails to greet him. ‘Is any
one up?’
‘Nobody but me,’ replied the child.
‘You musn’t say you saw me, Dick,’ said Oliver. ‘I am running away. They beat and ill-use me, Dick; and I am going
to seek my fortune, some long way off. I don’t know where.
How pale you are!’
‘I heard the doctor tell them I was dying,’ replied the
child with a faint smile. ‘I am very glad to see you, dear; but
don’t stop, don’t stop!’
‘Yes, yes, I will, to say good-b’ye to you,’ replied Oliver. ‘I
shall see you again, Dick. I know I shall! You will be well
and happy!’
‘I hope so,’ replied the child. ‘After I am dead, but not
before. I know the doctor must be right, Oliver, because
I dream so much of Heaven, and Angels, and kind faces
that I never see when I am awake. Kiss me,’ said the child,
climbing up the low gate, and flinging his little arms round
Oliver’s neck. ‘Good-b’ye, dear! God bless you!’
The blessing was from a young child’s lips, but it was
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the first that Oliver had ever heard invoked upon his head;
and through the struggles and sufferings, and troubles and
changes, of his after life, he never once forgot it.
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CHAPTER VIII
OLIVER WALKS
TO LONDON. HE
ENCOUNTERS ON THE
ROAD A STRANGE SORT
OF YOUNG GENTLEMAN

O

liver reached the stile at which the by-path terminated; and once more gained the high-road. It was eight
o’clock now. Though he was nearly five miles away from the
town, he ran, and hid behind the hedges, by turns, till noon:
fearing that he might be pursued and overtaken. Then he
sat down to rest by the side of the milestone, and began to
think, for the first time, where he had better go and try to
live.
The stone by which he was seated, bore, in large characters, an intimation that it was just seventy miles from that
spot to London. The name awakened a new train of ideas in
the boy’s mind.

80

Oliver Twist

London!—that great place!—nobody—not even Mr.
Bumble—could ever find him there! He had often heard
the old men in the workhouse, too, say that no lad of spirit
need want in London; and that there were ways of living in
that vast city, which those who had been bred up in country
parts had no idea of. It was the very place for a homeless boy,
who must die in the streets unless some one helped him. As
these things passed through his thoughts, he jumped upon
his feet, and again walked forward.
He had diminished the distance between himself and
London by full four miles more, before he recollected how
much he must undergo ere he could hope to reach his place
of destination. As this consideration forced itself upon him,
he slackened his pace a little, and meditated upon his means
of getting there. He had a crust of bread, a coarse shirt, and
two pairs of stockings, in his bundle. He had a penny too—
a gift of Sowerberry’s after some funeral in which he had
acquitted himself more than ordinarily well—in his pocket.
‘A clean shirt,’ thought Oliver, ‘is a very comfortable thing;
and so are two pairs of darned stockings; and so is a penny; but they small helps to a sixty-five miles’ walk in winter
time.’ But Oliver’s thoughts, like those of most other people,
although they were extremely ready and active to point out
his difficulties, were wholly at a loss to suggest any feasible
mode of surmounting them; so, after a good deal of thinking to no particular purpose, he changed his little bundle
over to the other shoulder, and trudged on.
Oliver walked twenty miles that day; and all that time
tasted nothing but the crust of dry bread, and a few draughts
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of water, which he begged at the cottage-doors by the roadside. When the night came, he turned into a meadow; and,
creeping close under a hay-rick, determined to lie there, till
morning. He felt frightened at first, for the wind moaned
dismally over the empty fields: and he was cold and hungry, and more alone than he had ever felt before. Being very
tired with his walk, however, he soon fell asleep and forgot
his troubles.
He felt cold and stiff, when he got up next morning, and
so hungry that he was obliged to exchange the penny for a
small loaf, in the very first village through which he passed.
He had walked no more than twelve miles, when night
closed in again. His feet were sore, and his legs so weak that
they trembled beneath him. Another night passed in the
bleak damp air, made him worse; when he set forward on
his journey next morning he could hardly crawl along.
He waited at the bottom of a steep hill till a stage-coach
came up, and then begged of the outside passengers; but
there were very few who took any notice of him: and even
those told him to wait till they got to the top of the hill, and
then let them see how far he could run for a halfpenny. Poor
Oliver tried to keep up with the coach a little way, but was
unable to do it, by reason of his fatigue and sore feet. When
the outsides saw this, they put their halfpence back into their
pockets again, declaring that he was an idle young dog, and
didn’t deserve anything; and the coach rattled away and left
only a cloud of dust behind.
In some villages, large painted boards were fixed up:
warning all persons who begged within the district, that they
82

Oliver Twist

would be sent to jail. This frightened Oliver very much, and
made him glad to get out of those villages with all possible
expedition. In others, he would stand about the inn-yards,
and look mournfully at every one who passed: a proceeding which generally terminated in the landlady’s ordering
one of the post-boys who were lounging about, to drive that
strange boy out of the place, for she was sure he had come
to steal something. If he begged at a farmer’s house, ten to
one but they threatened to set the dog on him; and when he
showed his nose in a shop, they talked about the beadle—
which brought Oliver’s heart into his mouth,—very often
the only thing he had there, for many hours together.
In fact, if it had not been for a good-hearted turnpikeman, and a benevolent old lady, Oliver’s troubles would
have been shortened by the very same process which had
put an end to his mother’s; in other words, he would most
assuredly have fallen dead upon the king’s highway. But the
turnpike-man gave him a meal of bread and cheese; and
the old lady, who had a shipwrecked grandson wandering
barefoot in some distant part of the earth, took pity upon
the poor orphan, and gave him what little she could afford—
and more—with such kind and gently words, and such tears
of sympathy and compassion, that they sank deeper into
Oliver’s soul, than all the sufferings he had ever undergone.
Early on the seventh morning after he had left his native
place, Oliver limped slowly into the little town of Barnet.
The window-shutters were closed; the street was empty; not
a soul had awakened to the business of the day. The sun was
rising in all its splendid beauty; but the light only served to
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show the boy his own lonesomeness and desolation, as he
sat, with bleeding feet and covered with dust, upon a doorstep.
By degrees, the shutters were opened; the window-blinds
were drawn up; and people began passing to and fro. Some
few stopped to gaze at Oliver for a moment or two, or turned
round to stare at him as they hurried by; but none relieved
him, or troubled themselves to inquire how he came there.
He had no heart to beg. And there he sat.
He had been crouching on the step for some time: wondering at the great number of public-houses (every other
house in Barnet was a tavern, large or small), gazing listlessly at the coaches as they passed through, and thinking
how strange it seemed that they could do, with ease, in a
few hours, what it had taken him a whole week of courage
and determination beyond his years to accomplish: when
he was roused by observing that a boy, who had passed him
carelessly some minutes before, had returned, and was now
surveying him most earnestly from the opposite side of the
way. He took little heed of this at first; but the boy remained
in the same attitude of close observation so long, that Oliver raised his head, and returned his steady look. Upon this,
the boy crossed over; and walking close up to Oliver, said
‘Hullo, my covey! What’s the row?’
The boy who addressed this inquiry to the young wayfarer, was about his own age: but one of the queerest looking
boys that Oliver had even seen. He was a snub-nosed, flatbrowed, common-faced boy enough; and as dirty a juvenile
as one would wish to see; but he had about him all the airs
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and manners of a man. He was short of his age: with rather bow-legs, and little, sharp, ugly eyes. His hat was stuck
on the top of his head so lightly, that it threatened to fall
off every moment—and would have done so, very often, if
the wearer had not had a knack of every now and then giving his head a sudden twitch, which brought it back to its
old place again. He wore a man’s coat, which reached nearly
to his heels. He had turned the cuffs back, half-way up his
arm, to get his hands out of the sleeves: apparently with the
ultimated view of thrusting them into the pockets of his
corduroy trousers; for there he kept them. He was, altogether, as roystering and swaggering a young gentleman as ever
stood four feet six, or something less, in the bluchers.
‘Hullo, my covey! What’s the row?’ said this strange
young gentleman to Oliver.
‘I am very hungry and tired,’ replied Oliver: the tears
standing in his eyes as he spoke. ‘I have walked a long way. I
have been walking these seven days.’
‘Walking for sivin days!’ said the young gentleman. ‘Oh,
I see. Beak’s order, eh? But,’ he added, noticing Oliver’s look
of surprise, ‘I suppose you don’t know what a beak is, my
flash com-pan-i-on.’
Oliver mildly replied, that he had always heard a bird’s
mouth described by the term in question.
‘My eyes, how green!’ exclaimed the young gentleman.
‘Why, a beak’s a madgst’rate; and when you walk by a beak’s
order, it’s not straight forerd, but always agoing up, and niver a coming down agin. Was you never on the mill?’
‘What mill?’ inquired Oliver.
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‘What mill! Why, THE mill—the mill as takes up so little
room that it’ll work inside a Stone Jug; and always goes better when the wind’s low with people, than when it’s high;
acos then they can’t get workmen. But come,’ said the young
gentleman; ‘you want grub, and you shall have it. I’m at lowwater-mark myself—only one bob and a magpie; but, as far
as it goes, I’ll fork out and stump. Up with you on your pins.
There! Now then!
Morrice!’
Assisting Oliver to rise, the young gentleman took him
to an adjacent chandler’s shop, where he purchased a sufficiency of ready-dressed ham and a half-quartern loaf, or,
as he himself expressed it, ‘a fourpenny bran!’ the ham being kept clean and preserved from dust, by the ingenious
expedient of making a hole in the loaf by pulling out a portion of the crumb, and stuffing it therein. Taking the bread
under his arm, the young gentlman turned into a small
public-house, and led the way to a tap-room in the rear of
the premises. Here, a pot of beer was brought in, by direction of the mysterious youth; and Oliver, falling to, at his
new friend’s bidding, made a long and hearty meal, during
the progress of which the strange boy eyed him from time
to time with great attention.
‘Going to London?’ said the strange boy, when Oliver had
at length concluded.
‘Yes.’
‘Got any lodgings?’
‘No.’
‘Money?’
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‘No.’
The strange boy whistled; and put his arms into his pockets, as far as the big coat-sleeves would let them go.
‘Do you live in London?’ inquired Oliver.
‘Yes. I do, when I’m at home,’ replied the boy. ‘I suppose
you want some place to sleep in to-night, don’t you?’
‘I do, indeed,’ answered Oliver. ‘I have not slept under a
roof since I left the country.’
‘Don’t fret your eyelids on that score.’ said the young gentleman. ‘I’ve got to be in London to-night; and I know a
‘spectable old gentleman as lives there, wot’ll give you lodgings for nothink, and never ask for the change—that is, if
any genelman he knows interduces you. And don’t he know
me? Oh, no!
Not in the least! By no means. Certainly not!’
The young gentelman smiled, as if to intimate that the
latter fragments of discourse were playfully ironical; and
finished the beer as he did so.
This unexpected offer of shelter was too tempting to be
resisted; especially as it was immediately followed up, by the
assurance that the old gentleman referred to, would doubtless provide Oliver with a comfortable place, without loss of
time. This led to a more friendly and confidential dialogue;
from which Oliver discovered that his friend’s name was
Jack Dawkins, and that he was a peculiar pet and protege of
the elderly gentleman before mentioned.
Mr. Dawkin’s appearance did not say a vast deal in favour of the comforts which his patron’s interest obtained
for those whom he took under his protection; but, as he had
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a rather flightly and dissolute mode of conversing, and furthermore avowed that among his intimate friends he was
better known by the sobriquet of ‘The Artful Dodger,’ Oliver concluded that, being of a dissipated and careless turn,
the moral precepts of his benefactor had hitherto been
thrown away upon him. Under this impression, he secretly
resolved to cultivate the good opinion of the old gentleman
as quickly as possible; and, if he found the Dodger incorrigible, as he more than half suspected he should, to decline
the honour of his farther acquaintance.
As John Dawkins objected to their entering London before nightfall, it was nearly eleven o’clock when they reached
the turnpike at Islington. They crossed from the Angel into
St. John’s Road; struck down the small street which terminates at Sadler’s Wells Theatre; through Exmouth Street
and Coppice Row; down the little court by the side of the
workhouse; across the classic ground which once bore the
name of Hockley-in-the-Hole; thence into Little Saffron
Hill; and so into Saffron Hill the Great: along which the
Dodger scudded at a rapid pace, directing Oliver to follow
close at his heels.
Although Oliver had enough to occupy his attention in
keeping sight of his leader, he could not help bestowing a
few hasty glances on either side of the way, as he passed
along. A dirtier or more wretched place he had never seen.
The street was very narrow and muddy, and the air was impregnated with filthy odours.
There were a good many small shops; but the only stock
in trade appeared to be heaps of children, who, even at
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that time of night, were crawling in and out at the doors,
or screaming from the inside. The sole places that seemed
to prosper amid the general blight of the place, were the
public-houses; and in them, the lowest orders of Irish were
wrangling with might and main. Covered ways and yards,
which here and there diverged from the main street, disclosed little knots of houses, where drunken men and
women were positively wallowing in filth; and from several
of the door-ways, great ill-looking fellows were cautiously
emerging, bound, to all appearance, on no very well-disposed or harmless errands.
Oliver was just considering whether he hadn’t better run
away, when they reached the bottom of the hill. His conductor, catching him by the arm, pushed open the door of
a house near Field Lane; and drawing him into the passage,
closed it behind them.
‘Now, then!’ cried a voice from below, in reply to a whistle from the Dodger.
‘Plummy and slam!’ was the reply.
This seemed to be some watchword or signal that all was
right; for the light of a feeble candle gleamed on the wall
at the remote end of the passage; and a man’s face peeped
out, from where a balustrade of the old kitchen staircase
had been broken away.
‘There’s two on you,’ said the man, thrusting the candle
farther out, and shielding his eyes with his hand. ‘Who’s
the t’other one?’
‘A new pal,’ replied Jack Dawkins, pulling Oliver forward.
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‘Where did he come from?’
‘Greenland. Is Fagin upstairs?’
‘Yes, he’s a sortin’ the wipes. Up with you!’ The candle
was drawn back, and the face disappeared.
Oliver, groping his way with one hand, and having the
other firmly grasped by his companion, ascended with
much difficulty the dark and broken stairs: which his conductor mounted with an ease and expedition that showed
he was well acquainted with them.
He threw open the door of a back-room, and drew Oliver
in after him.
The walls and ceiling of the room were perfectly black
with age and dirt. There was a deal table before the fire:
upon which were a candle, stuck in a ginger-beer bottle,
two or three pewter pots, a loaf and butter, and a plate. In a
frying-pan, which was on the fire, and which was secured
to the mantelshelf by a string, some sausages were cooking;
and standing over them, with a toasting-fork in his hand,
was a very old shrivelled Jew, whose villainous-looking and
repulsive face was obscured by a quantity of matted red hair.
He was dressed in a greasy flannel gown, with his throat
bare; and seemed to be dividing his attention between the
frying-pan and the clothes-horse, over which a great number of silk handkerchiefsl were hanging. Several rough beds
made of old sacks, were huddled side by side on the floor.
Seated round the table were four or five boys, none older
than the Dodger, smoking long clay pipes, and drinking
spirits with the air of middle-aged men. These all crowded
about their associate as he whispered a few words to the
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Jew; and then turned round and grinned at Oliver. So did
the Jew himself, toasting-fork in hand.
‘This is him, Fagin,’ said Jack Dawkins; ‘my friend Oliver Twist.’
The Jew grinned; and, making a low obeisance to Oliver, took him by the hand, and hoped he should have the
honour of his intimate acquaintance. Upon this, the young
gentleman with the pipes came round him, and shook both
his hands very hard—especially the one in which he held
his little bundle. One young gentleman was very anxious to
hang up his cap for him; and another was so obliging as to
put his hands in his pockets, in order that, as he was very
tired, he might not have the trouble of emptying them, himself, when he went to bed. These civilities would probably be
extended much farther, but for a liberal exercise of the Jew’s
toasting-fork on the heads and shoulders of the affectionate
youths who offered them.
‘We are very glad to see you, Oliver, very,’ said the Jew.
‘Dodger, take off the sausages; and draw a tub near the fire
for Oliver. Ah, you’re a-staring at the pocket-handkerchiefs!
eh, my dear. There are a good many of ‘em, ain’t there?
We’ve just looked ‘em out, ready for the wash; that’s all, Oliver; that’s all. Ha! ha! ha!’
The latter part of this speech, was hailed by a boisterous
shout from all the hopeful pupils of the merry old gentleman. In the midst of which they went to supper.
Oliver ate his share, and the Jew then mixed him a glass
of hot gin-and-water: telling him he must drink it off directly, because another gentleman wanted the tumbler.
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Oliver did as he was desired. Immediately afterwards he
felt himself gently lifted on to one of the sacks; and then he
sunk into a deep sleep.
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CHAPTER IX
CONTAINING FURTHER
PARTICULARS
CONCERNING THE
PLEASANT OLD
GENTLEMAN, AND HIS
HOPEFUL PUPILS

I

t was late next morning when Oliver awoke, from a sound,
long sleep. There was no other person in the room but
the old Jew, who was boiling some coffee in a saucepan for
breakfast, and whistling softly to himself as he stirred it
round and round, with an iron spoon. He would stop every
now and then to listen when there was the least noise below:
and when he had satistified himself, he would go on whistling and stirring again, as before.
Although Oliver had roused himself from sleep, he was
not thoroughly awake. There is a drowsy state, between
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sleeping and waking, when you dream more in five minutes with your eyes half open, and yourself half conscious
of everything that is passing around you, than you would in
five nights with your eyes fast closed, and your senses wrapt
in perfect unconsciousness. At such time, a mortal knows
just enough of what his mind is doing, to form some glimmering conception of its mighty powers, its bounding from
earth and spurning time and space, when freed from the
restraint of its corporeal associate.
Oliver was precisely in this condition. He saw the Jew
with his half-closed eyes; heard his low whistling; and recognised the sound of the spoon grating against the saucepan’s
sides: and yet the self-same senses were mentally engaged,
at the same time, in busy action with almost everybody he
had ever known.
When the coffee was done, the Jew drew the saucepan to
the hob. Standing, then in an irresolute attitude for a few
minutes, as if he did not well know how to employ himself,
he turned round and looked at Oliver, and called him by
his name. He did not answer, and was to all appearances
asleep.
After satisfiying himself upon this head, the Jew stepped
gently to the door: which he fastened. He then drew forth:
as it seemed to Oliver, from some trap in the floor: a small
box, which he placed carefully on the table. His eyes glistened as he raised the lid, and looked in. Dragging an old
chair to the table, he sat down; and took from it a magnificent gold watch, sparkling with jewels.
‘Aha!’ said the Jew, shrugging up his shoulders, and dis94
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torting every feature with a hideous grin. ‘Clever dogs!
Clever dogs! Staunch to the last! Never told the old parson
where they were. Never poached upon old Fagin! And why
should they? It wouldn’t have loosened the knot, or kept the
drop up, a minute longer. No, no, no! Fine fellows! Fine fellows!’
With these, and other muttered reflections of the like
nature, the Jew once more deposited the watch in its place
of safety. At least half a dozen more were severally drawn
forth from the same box, and surveyed with equal pleasure; besides rings, brooches, bracelet, and other articles of
jewellery, of such magnificent materials, and costly workmanship, that Oliver had no idea, even of their names.
Having replaced these trinkets, the Jew took out another:
so small that it lay in the palm of his hand. There seemed to
be some very minute inscription on it; for the Jew laid it flat
upon the table, and shading it with his hand, pored over it,
long and earnestly. At length he put it down, as if despairing
of success; and, leaning back in his chair, muttered:
‘What a fine thing capital punishment is! Dead men never repent; dead men never bring awkward stories to light.
Ah, it’s a fine thing for the trade! Five of ‘em strung up in a
row, and none left to play booty, or turn white-livered!’
As the Jew uttered these words, his bright dark eyes,
which had been staring vacantly before him, fell on Oliver’s
face; the boy’s eyes were fixed on his in mute curiousity; and
although the recognition was only for an instant—for the
briefest space of time that can possibly be conceived—it was
enough to show the old man that he had been observed.
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

95

He closed the lid of the box with a loud crash; and, laying
his hand on a bread knife which was on the table, started furiously up. He trembled very much though; for, even in his
terror, Oliver could see that the knife quivered in the air.
‘What’s that?’ said the Jew. ‘What do you watch me for?
Why are you awake? What have you seen? Speak out, boy!
Quick—quick! for your life.
‘I wasn’t able to sleep any longer, sir,’ replied Oliver,
meekly.
‘I am very sorry if I have disturbed you, sir.’
‘You were not awake an hour ago?’ said the Jew, scowling
fiercely on the boy.
‘No! No, indeed!’ replied Oliver.
‘Are you sure?’ cried the Jew: with a still fiercer look than
before: and a threatening attitude.
‘Upon my word I was not, sir,’ replied Oliver, earnestly. ‘I
was not, indeed, sir.’
‘Tush, tush, my dear!’ said the Jew, abruptly resuming his
old manner, and playing with the knife a little, before he
laid it down; as if to induce the belief that he had caught it
up, in mere sport. ‘Of course I know that, my dear. I only
tried to frighten you. You’re a brave boy. Ha! ha! you’re a
brave boy, Oliver.’ The Jew rubbed his hands with a chuckle,
but glanced uneasily at the box, notwithstanding.
‘Did you see any of these pretty things, my dear?’ said the
Jew, laying his hand upon it after a short pause.
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘Ah!’ said the Jew, turning rather pale. ‘They—they’re
mine, Oliver; my little property. All I have to live upon, in
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my old age. The folks call me a miser, my dear. Only a miser; that’s all.’
Oliver thought the old gentleman must be a decided miser to live in such a dirty place, with so many watches; but,
thinking that perhaps his fondness for the Dodger and the
other boys, cost him a good deal of money, he only cast a
deferential look at the Jew, and asked if he might get up.
‘Certainly, my dear, certainly,’ replied the old gentleman.
‘Stay. There’s a pitcher of water in the corner by the door.
Bring it here; and I’ll give you a basin to wash in, my dear.’
Oliver got up; walked across the room; and stooped for
an instant to raise the pitcher. When he turned his head, the
box was gone.
He had scarcely washed himself, and made everything
tidy, by emptying the basin out of the window, agreeably to
the Jew’s directions, when the Dodger returned: accompanied by a very sprightly young friend, whom Oliver had seen
smoking on the previous night, and who was now formally
introduced to him as Charley Bates. The four sat down, to
breakfast, on the coffee, and some hot rolls and ham which
the Dodger had brought home in the crown of his hat.
‘Well,’ said the Jew, glancing slyly at Oliver, and addressing himself to the Dodger, ‘I hope you’ve been at work this
morning, my dears?’
‘Hard,’ replied the Dodger.
‘As nails,’ added Charley Bates.
‘Good boys, good boys!’ said the Jew. ‘What have you got,
Dodger?’
‘A couple of pocket-books,’ replied that young gentlman.
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‘Lined?’ inquired the Jew, with eagerness.
‘Pretty well,’ replied the Dodger, producing two pocketbooks; one green, and the other red.
‘Not so heavy as they might be,’ said the Jew, after looking at the insides carefully; ‘but very neat and nicely made.
Ingenious workman, ain’t he, Oliver?’
‘Very indeed, sir,’ said Oliver. At which Mr. Charles Bates
laughed uproariously; very much to the amazement of Oliver, who saw nothing to laugh at, in anything that had
passed.
‘And what have you got, my dear?’ said Fagin to Charley
Bates.
‘Wipes,’ replied Master Bates; at the same time producing four pocket-handkerchiefs.
‘Well,’ said the Jew, inspecting them closely; ‘they’re very
good ones, very. You haven’t marked them well, though,
Charley; so the marks shall be picked out with a needle, and
we’ll teach Oliver how to do it. Shall us, Oliver, eh? Ha! ha!
ha!’
‘If you please, sir,’ said Oliver.
‘You’d like to be able to make pocket-handkerchiefs as
easy as Charley Bates, wouldn’t you, my dear?’ said the Jew.
‘Very much, indeed, if you’ll teach me, sir,’ replied Oliver.
Master Bates saw something so exquisitely ludicrous in
this reply, that he burst into another laugh; which laugh,
meeting the coffee he was drinking, and carrying it down
some wrong channel, very nearly terminated in his premature suffocation.
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‘He is so jolly green!’ said Charley when he recovered, as
an apology to the company for his unpolite behaviour.
The Dodger said nothing, but he smoothed Oliver’s hair
over his eyes, and said he’d know better, by and by; upon
which the old gentleman, observing Oliver’s colour mounting, changed the subject by asking whether there had been
much of a crowd at the execution that morning? This made
him wonder more and more; for it was plain from the replies of the two boys that they had both been there; and
Oliver naturally wondered how they could possibly have
found time to be so very industrious.
When the breakfast was cleared away; the merry old
gentlman and the two boys played at a very curious and
uncommon game, which was performed in this way. The
merry old gentleman, placing a snuff-box in one pocket of
his trousers, a note-case in the other, and a watch in his
waistcoat pocket, with a guard-chain round his neck, and
sticking a mock diamond pin in his shirt: buttoned his coat
tight round him, and putting his spectacle-case and handkerchief in his pockets, trotted up and down the room with
a stick, in imitation of the manner in which old gentlmen
walk about the streets any hour in the day. Sometimes he
stopped at the fire-place, and sometimes at the door, making
believe that he was staring with all his might into shop-windows. At such times, he would look constantly round him,
for fear of thieves, and would keep slapping all his pockets
in turn, to see that he hadn’t lost anything, in such a very
funny and natural manner, that Oliver laughed till the tears
ran down his face. All this time, the two boys followed him
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closely about: getting out of his sight, so nimbly, every time
he turned round, that it was impossible to follow their motions. At last, the Dodger trod upon his toes, or ran upon his
boot accidently, while Charley Bates stumbled up against
him behind; and in that one moment they took from him,
with the most extraordinary rapidity, snuff-box, note-case,
watch-guard, chain, shirt-pin, pocket-handkerchief, even
the spectacle-case. If the old gentlman felt a hand in any
one of his pockets, he cried out where it was; and then the
game began all over again.
When this game had been played a great many times, a
couple of young ladies called to see the young gentleman;
one of whom was named Bet, and the other Nancy. They
wore a good deal of hair, not very neatly turned up behind,
and were rather untidy about the shoes and stockings. They
were not exactly pretty, perhaps; but they had a great deal of
colour in their faces, and looked quite stout and hearty. Being remarkably free and agreeable in their manners, Oliver
thought them very nice girls indeed. As there is no doubt
they were.
The visitors stopped a long time. Spirits were produced,
in consequence of one of the young ladies complaining of
a coldness in her inside; and the conversation took a very
convivial and improving turn. At length, Charley Bates expressed his opinion that it was time to pad the hoof. This, it
occurred to Oliver, must be French for going out; for directly afterwards, the Dodger, and Charley, and the two young
ladies, went away together, having been kindly furnished by
the amiable old Jew with money to spend.
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it?

‘There, my dear,’ said Fagin. ‘That’s a pleasant life, isn’t

They have gone out for the day.’
‘Have they done work, sir?’ inquired Oliver.
‘Yes,’ said the Jew; ‘that is, unless they should unexpectedly come across any, when they are out; and they won’t
neglect it, if they do, my dear, depend upon it. Make ‘em
your models, my dear.
Make ‘em your models,’ tapping the fire-shovel on the
hearth to add force to his words; ‘do everything they bid
you, and take their advice in all matters—especially the
Dodger’s, my dear. He’ll be a great man himself, and will
make you one too, if you take pattern by him.—Is my handkerchief hanging out of my pocket, my dear?’ said the Jew,
stopping short.
‘Yes, sir,’ said Oliver.
‘See if you can take it out, without my feeling it; as you
saw them do, when we were at play this morning.’
Oliver held up the bottom of the pocket with one hand,
as he had seen the Dodger hold it, and drew the handkerchief lighty out of it with the other.
‘Is it gone?’ cried the Jew.
‘Here it is, sir,’ said Oliver, showing it in his hand.
‘You’re a clever boy, my dear,’ said the playful old gentleman, patting Oliver on the head approvingly. ‘I never saw a
sharper lad. Here’s a shilling for you. If you go on, in this
way, you’ll be the greatest man of the time. And now come
here, and I’ll show you how to take the marks out of the
handkerchiefs.’
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Oliver wondered what picking the old gentleman’s pocket in play, had to do with his chances of being a great man.
But, thinking that the Jew, being so much his senior, must
know best, he followed him quietly to the table, and was
soon deeply involved in his new study.
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CHAPTER X
OLIVER BECOMES BETTER
ACQUAINTED WITH THE
CHARACTERS OF HIS
NEW ASSOCIATES; AND
PURCHASES EXPERIENCE
AT A HIGH PRICE. BEING
A SHORT, BUT VERY
IMPORTANT CHAPTER,
IN THIS HISTORY

F

or many days, Oliver remained in the Jew’s room, picking the marks out of the pocket-handkerchief, (of which
a great number were brought home,) and sometimes taking part in the game already described: which the two boys
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and the Jew played, regularly, every morning. At length, he
began to languish for fresh air, and took many occasions of
earnestly entreating the old gentleman to allow him to go
out to work with his two companions.
Oliver was rendered the more anxious to be actively employed, by what he had seen of the stern morality of the old
gentleman’s character. Whenever the Dodger or Charley
Bates came home at night, empty-handed, he would expatiate with great vehemence on the misery of idle and lazy
habits; and would enforce upon them the necessity of an
active life, by sending them supperless to bed. On one occasion, indeed, he even went so far as to knock them both
down a flight of stairs; but this was carrying out his virtuous precepts to an unusual extent.
At length, one morning, Oliver obtained the permission
he had so eagerly sought. There had been no handkerchiefs
to work upon, for two or three days, and the dinners had
been rather meagre. Perhaps these were reasons for the old
gentleman’s giving his assent; but, whether they were or no,
he told Oliver he might go, and placed him under the joint
guardianship of Charley Bates, and his friend the Dodger.
The three boys sallied out; the Dodger with his coatsleeves tucked up, and his hat cocked, as usual; Master Bates
sauntering along with his hands in his pockets; and Oliver
between them, wondering where they were going, and what
branch of manufacture he would be instructed in, first.
The pace at which they went, was such a very lazy, ill-looking saunter, that Oliver soon began to think his companions
were going to deceive the old gentleman, by not going to
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work at all. The Dodger had a vicious propensity, too, of
pulling the caps from the heads of small boys and tossing
them down areas; while Charley Bates exhibited some very
loose notions concerning the rights of property, by pilfering
divers apples and onions from the stalls at the kennel sides,
and thrusting them into pockets which were so surprisingly
capacious, that they seemed to undermine his whole suit of
clothes in every direction. These things looked so bad, that
Oliver was on the point of declaring his intention of seeking
his way back, in the best way he could; when his thoughts
were suddenly directed into another channel, by a very mysterious change of behaviour on the part of the Dodger.
They were just emerging from a narrow court not far
from the open square in Clerkenwell, which is yet called,
by some strange perversion of terms, ‘The Green’: when the
Dodger made a sudden stop; and, laying his finger on his lip,
drew his companions back again, with the greatest caution
and circumspection.
‘What’s the matter?’ demanded Oliver.
‘Hush!’ replied the Dodger. ‘Do you see that old cove at
the book-stall?’
‘The old gentleman over the way?’ said Oliver. ‘Yes, I see
him.’
‘He’ll do,’ said the Doger.
‘A prime plant,’ observed Master Charley Bates.
Oliver looked from one to the other, with the greatest
surprise; but he was not permitted to make any inquiries;
for the two boys walked stealthily across the road, and
slunk close behind the old gentleman towards whom his atFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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tention had been directed. Oliver walked a few paces after
them; and, not knowing whether to advance or retire, stood
looking on in silent amazement.
The old gentleman was a very respectable-looking personage, with a powdered head and gold spectacles. He was
dressed in a bottle-green coat with a black velvet collar;
wore white trousers; and carried a smart bamboo cane under his arm. He had taken up a book from the stall, and
there he stood, reading away, as hard as if he were in his
elbow-chair, in his own study. It is very possible that he
fancied himself there, indeed; for it was plain, from his abstraction, that he saw not the book-stall, nor the street, nor
the boys, nor, in short, anything but the book itself: which
he was reading straight through: turning over the leaf when
he got to the bottom of a page, beginning at the top line of
the next one, and going regularly on, with the greatest interest and eagerness.
What was Oliver’s horror and alarm as he stood a few
paces off, looking on with his eyelids as wide open as they
would possibly go, to see the Dodger plunge his hand into
the old gentleman’s pocket, and draw from thence a handkerchief! To see him hand the same to Charley Bates; and
finally to behold them, both running away round the corner
at full speed!
In an instant the whole mystery of the hankerchiefs, and
the watches, and the jewels, and the Jew, rushed upon the
boy’s mind.
He stood, for a moment, with the blood so tingling
through all his veins from terror, that he felt as if he were in
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a burning fire; then, confused and frightened, he took to his
heels; and, not knowing what he did, made off as fast as he
could lay his feet to the ground.
This was all done in a minute’s space. In the very instant
when Oliver began to run, the old gentleman, putting his
hand to his pocket, and missing his handkerchief, turned
sharp round. Seeing the boy scudding away at such a rapid
pace, he very naturally concluded him to be the depredator;
and shouting ‘Stop thief!’ with all his might, made off after
him, book in hand.
But the old gentleman was not the only person who raised
the hue-and-cry. The Dodger and Master Bates, unwilling
to attract public attention by running down the open street,
had merely retured into the very first doorway round the
corner. They no sooner heard the cry, and saw Oliver running, than, guessing exactly how the matter stood, they
issued forth with great promptitude; and, shouting ‘Stop
thief!’ too, joined in the pursuit like good citizens.
Although Oliver had been brought up by philosophers,
he was not theoretically acquainted with the beautiful axiom that self-preservation is the first law of nature. If he had
been, perhaps he would have been prepared for this. Not
being prepared, however, it alarmed him the more; so away
he went like the wind, with the old gentleman and the two
boys roaring and shouting behind him.
‘Stop thief! Stop thief!’ There is a magic in the sound.
The tradesman leaves his counter, and the car-man his
waggon; the butcher throws down his tray; the baker his
basket; the milkman his pail; the errand-boy his parcels;
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the school-boy his marbles; the paviour his pickaxe; the
child his battledore. Away they run, pell-mell, helter-skelter, slap-dash: tearing, yelling, screaming, knocking down
the passengers as they turn the corners, rousing up the dogs,
and astonishing the fowls: and streets, squares, and courts,
re-echo with the sound.
‘Stop thief! Stop thief!’ The cry is taken up by a hundred
voices, and the crowd accumulate at every turning. Away
they fly, splashing through the mud, and rattling along the
pavements:
up go the windows, out run the people, onward bear the
mob, a whole audience desert Punch in the very thickest of
the plot, and, joining the rushing throng, swell the shout,
and lend fresh vigour to the cry, ‘Stop thief! Stop thief!’
‘Stop thief! Stop thief!’ There is a passion FOR HUNTING SOMETHING deeply implanted in the human breast.
One wretched breathless child, panting with exhaustion;
terror in his looks; agaony in his eyes; large drops of perspiration streaming down his face; strains every nerve to make
head upon his pursuers; and as they follow on his track,
and gain upon him every instant, they hail his decreasing
strength with joy. ‘Stop thief!’ Ay, stop him for God’s sake,
were it only in mercy!
Stopped at last! A clever blow. He is down upon the pavement; and the crowd eagerly gather round him: each new
comer, jostling and struggling with the others to catch a
glimpse. ‘Stand aside!’ ‘Give him a little air!’ ‘Nonsense! he
don’t deserve it.’ ‘Where’s the gentleman?’ ‘Here his is, coming down the street.’ ‘Make room there for the gentleman!’
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‘Is this the boy, sir!’ ‘Yes.’
Oliver lay, covered with mud and dust, and bleeding
from the mouth, looking wildly round upon the heap of
faces that surrounded him, when the old gentleman was officiously dragged and pushed into the circle by the foremost
of the pursuers.
‘Yes,’ said the gentleman, ‘I am afraid it is the boy.’
‘Afraid!’ murmured the crowd. ‘That’s a good ‘un!’
‘Poor fellow!’ said the gentleman, ‘he has hurt himself.’
‘I did that, sir,’ said a great lubberly fellow, stepping forward; ‘and preciously I cut my knuckle agin’ his mouth. I
stopped him, sir.’
The follow touched his hat with a grin, expecting something for his pains; but, the old gentleman, eyeing him with
an expression of dislike, look anxiously round, as if he contemplated running away himself: which it is very possible
he might have attempted to do, and thus have afforded another chase, had not a police officer (who is generally the
last person to arrive in such cases) at that moment made his
way through the crowd, and seized Oliver by the collar.
‘Come, get up,’ said the man, roughly.
‘It wasn’t me indeed, sir. Indeed, indeed, it was two other boys,’ said Oliver, clasping his hands passionately, and
looking round. ‘They are here somewhere.’
‘Oh no, they ain’t,’ said the officer. He meant this to be
ironical, but it was true besides; for the Dodger and Charley Bates had filed off down the first convenient court they
came to.
‘Come, get up!’
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‘Don’t hurt him,’ said the old gentleman, compassionately.
‘Oh no, I won’t hurt him,’ replied the officer, tearing his
jacket half off his back, in proof thereof. ‘Come, I know you;
it won’t do. Will you stand upon your legs, you young devil?’
Oliver, who could hardly stand, made a shift to raise
himself on his feet, and was at once lugged along the streets
by the jacket-collar, at a rapid pace. The gentleman walked
on with them by the officer’s side; and as many of the crowd
as could achieve the feat, got a little ahead, and stared back
at Oliver from time to time. The boys shouted in triumph;
and on they went.
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CHAPTER XI
TREATS OF MR. FANG THE
POLICE MAGISTRATE;
AND FURNISHES A SLIGHT
SPECIMEN OF HIS MODE OF
ADMINISTERING JUSTICE

T

he offence had been committed within the district, and
indeed in the immediate neighborhood of, a very notorious metropolitan police office. The crowd had only the
satisfaction of accompanying Oliver through two or three
streets, and down a place called Mutton Hill, when he was
led beneath a low archway, and up a dirty court, into this
dispensary of summary justice, by the back way. It was a
small paved yard into which they turned; and here they encountered a stout man with a bunch of whiskers on his face,
and a bunch of keys in his hand.
‘What’s the matter now?’ said the man carelessly.
‘A young fogle-hunter,’ replied the man who had Oliver
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in charge.
‘Are you the party that’s been robbed, sir?’ inquired the
man with the keys.
‘Yes, I am,’ replied the old gentleman; ‘but I am not sure
that this boy actually took the handkerchief. I—I would
rather not press the case.’
‘Must go before the magistrate now, sir,’ replied the man.
‘His worship will be disengaged in half a minute. Now,
young gallows!’
This was an invitation for Oliver to enter through a door
which he unlocked as he spoke, and which led into a stone
cell. Here he was searched; and nothing being found upon
him, locked up.
This cell was in shape and size something like an area
cellar, only not so light. It was most intolably dirty; for
it was Monday morning; and it had been tenanted by six
drunken people, who had been locked up, elsewhere, since
Saturday night. But this is little. In our station-houses, men
and women are every night confined on the most trivial
charges—the word is worth noting—in dungeons, compared with which, those in Newgate, occupied by the most
atrocious felons, tried, found guilty, and under sentence of
death, are palaces. Let any one who doubts this, compare
the two.
The old gentleman looked almost as rueful as Oliver
when the key grated in the lock. He turned with a sigh to
the book, which had been the innocent cause of all this disturbance.
‘There is something in that boy’s face,’ said the old gentle112
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man to himself as he walked slowly away, tapping his chin
with the cover of the book, in a thoughtful manner; ‘something that touches and interests me. CAN he be innocent?
He looked like—Bye the bye,’ exclaimed the old gentleman,
halting very abruptly, and staring up into the sky, ‘Bless my
soul!—where have I seen something like that look before?’
After musing for some minutes, the old gentleman walked,
with the same meditative face, into a back anteroom opening from the yard; and there, retiring into a corner, called
up before his mind’s eye a vast amphitheatre of faces over
which a dusky curtain had hung for many years. ‘No,’ said
the old gentleman, shaking his head; ‘it must be imagination.
He wandered over them again. He had called them into
view, and it was not easy to replace the shroud that had so
long concealed them. There were the faces of friends, and
foes, and of many that had been almost strangers peering
intrusively from the crowd; there were the faces of young
and blooming girls that were now old women; there were
faces that the grave had changed and closed upon, but
which the mind, superior to its power, still dressed in their
old freshness and beauty, calling back the lustre of the eyes,
the brightness of the smile, the beaming of the soul through
its mask of clay, and whispering of beauty beyond the tomb,
changed but to be heightened, and taken from earth only to
be set up as a light, to shed a soft and gentle glow upon the
path to Heaven.
But the old gentleman could recall no one countenance
of which Oliver’s features bore a trace. So, he heaved a sigh
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over the recollections he awakened; and being, happily for
himself, an absent old gentleman, buried them again in the
pages of the musty book.
He was roused by a touch on the shoulder, and a request
from the man with the keys to follow him into the office.
He closed his book hastily; and was at once ushered into the
imposing presence of the renowned Mr. Fang.
The office was a front parlour, with a panelled wall. Mr.
Fang sat behind a bar, at the upper end; and on one side the
door was a sort of wooden pen in which poor little Oliver
was already deposited; trembling very much at the awfulness of the scene.
Mr. Fang was a lean, long-backed, stiff-necked, middlesized man, with no great quantity of hair, and what he had,
growing on the back and sides of his head. His face was
stern, and much flushed. If he were really not in the habit
of drinking rather more than was exactly good for him, he
might have brought action against his countenance for libel,
and have recovered heavy damages.
The old gentleman bowed respectfully; and advancing to
the magistrate’s desk, said suiting the action to the word,
‘That is my name and address, sir.’ He then withdrew a pace
or two; and, with another polite and gentlemanly inclination of the head, waited to be questioned.
Now, it so happened that Mr. Fang was at that moment
perusing a leading article in a newspaper of the morning,
adverting to some recent decision of his, and commending
him, for the three hundred and fiftieth time, to the special
and particular notice of the Secretary of State for the Home
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Department. He was out of temper; and he looked up with
an angry scowl.
‘Who are you?’ said Mr. Fang.
The old gentleman pointed, with some surprise, to his
card.
‘Officer!’ said Mr. Fang, tossing the card contemptuously
away with the newspaper. ‘Who is this fellow?’
‘My name, sir,’ said the old gentleman, speaking LIKE
a gentleman, ‘my name, sir, is Brownlow. Permit me to inquire the name of the magistrate who offers a gratuitous
and unprovoked insult to a respectable person, under the
protection of the bench.’ Saying this, Mr. Brownlow looked
around the office as if in search of some person who would
afford him the required information.
‘Officer!’ said Mr. Fang, throwing the paper on one side,
‘what’s this fellow charged with?’
‘He’s not charged at all, your worship,’ replied the officer.
‘He appears against this boy, your worship.’
His worshp knew this perfectly well; but it was a good
annoyance, and a safe one.
‘Appears against the boy, does he?’ said Mr. Fang, surveying Mr. Brownlow contemptuously from head to foot.
‘Swear him!’
‘Before I am sworn, I must beg to say one word,’ said Mr.
Brownlow; ‘and that is, that I really never, without actual
experience, could have believed—‘
‘Hold your tongue, sir!’ said Mr. Fang, peremptorily.
‘I will not, sir!’ replied the old gentleman.
‘Hold your tongue this instant, or I’ll have you turned
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out of the office!’ said Mr. Fang. ‘You’re an insolent impertinent fellow. How dare you bully a magistrate!’
‘What!’ exclaimed the old gentleman, reddening.
‘Swear this person!’ said Fang to the clerk. ‘I’ll not hear
another word. Swear him.’
Mr. Brownlow’s indignaton was greatly roused; but reflecting perhaps, that he might only injure the boy by giving
vent to it, he suppressed his feelings and submitted to be
sworn at once.
‘Now,’ said Fang, ‘what’s the charge against this boy?
What have you got to say, sir?’
‘I was standing at a bookstall—‘ Mr. Brownlow began.
‘Hold your tongue, sir,’ said Mr. Fang. ‘Policeman!
Where’s the policeman? Here, swear this policeman. Now,
policeman, what is this?’
The policeman, with becoming humility, related how
he had taken the charge; how he had searched Oliver, and
found nothing on his person; and how that was all he knew
about it.
‘Are there any witnesses?’ inquired Mr. Fang.
‘None, your worship,’ replied the policeman.
Mr. Fang sat silent for some minutes, and then, turning
round to the prosecutor, said in a towering passion.
‘Do you mean to state what your complaint against this
boy is, man, or do you not? You have been sworn. Now, if
you stand there, refusing to give evidence, I’ll punish you
for disrespect to the bench; I will, by—‘
By what, or by whom, nobody knows, for the clerk and
jailor coughed very loud, just at the right moment; and the
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former dropped a heavy book upon the floor, thus preventing the word from being heard—accidently, of course.
With many interruptions, and repeated insults, Mr.
Brownlow contrived to state his case; observing that, in the
surprise of the moment, he had run after the boy because
he had saw him running away; and expressing his hope that,
if the magistrate should believe him, although not actually
the thief, to be connected with the thieves, he would deal as
leniently with him as justice would allow.
‘He has been hurt already,’ said the old gentleman in conclusion.
‘And I fear,’ he added, with great energy, looking towards
the bar, ‘I really fear that he is ill.’
‘Oh! yes, I dare say!’ said Mr. Fang, with a sneer. ‘Come,
none of your tricks here, you young vagabond; they won’t
do. What’s your name?’
Oliver tried to reply but his tongue failed him. He was
deadly pale; and the whole place seemed turning round and
round.
‘What’s your name, you hardened scoundrel?’ demanded
Mr. Fang. ‘Officer, what’s his name?’
This was addressed to a bluff old fellow, in a striped
waistcoat, who was standing by the bar. He bent over Oliver,
and repeated the inquiry; but finding him really incapable
of understanding the question; and knowing that his not
replying would only infuriate the magistrate the more, and
add to the severity of his sentence; he hazarded a guess.
‘He says his name’s Tom White, your worship,’ said the
kind-hearted thief-taker.
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‘Oh, he won’t speak out, won’t he?’ said Fang. ‘Very well,
very well. Where does he live?’
‘Where he can, your worship,’ replied the officer; again
pretending to receive Oliver’s answer.
‘Has he any parents?’ inquired Mr. Fang.
‘He says they died in his infancy, your worship,’ replied
the officer: hazarding the usual reply.
At this point of the inquiry, Oliver raised his head; and,
looking round with imploring eyes, murmured a feeble
prayer for a draught of water.
‘Stuff and nonsense!’ said Mr. Fang: ‘don’t try to make a
fool of me.’
‘I think he really is ill, your worship,’ remonstrated the
officer.
‘I know better,’ said Mr. Fang.
‘Take care of him, officer,’ said the old gentleman, raising
his hands instinctively; ‘he’ll fall down.’
‘Stand away, officer,’ cried Fang; ‘let him, if he likes.’
Oliver availed himself of the kind permission, and fell
to the floor in a fainting fit. The men in the office looked at
each other, but no one dared to stir.
‘I knew he was shamming,’ said Fang, as if this were incontestable proof of the fact. ‘Let him lie there; he’ll soon be
tired of that.’
‘How do you propose to deal with the case, sir?’ inquired
the clerk in a low voice.
‘Summarily,’ replied Mr. Fang. ‘He stands committed for
three months—hard labour of course. Clear the office.’
The door was opened for this purpose, and a couple of
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men were preparing to carry the insensible boy to his cell;
when an elderly man of decent but poor appearance, clad in
an old suit of black, rushed hastily into the office, and advanced towards the bench.
‘Stop, stop! don’t take him away! For Heaven’s sake stop a
moment!’ cried the new comer, breathless with haste.
Although the presiding Genii in such an office as this, exercise a summary and arbitrary power over the liberties, the
good name, the character, almost the lives, of Her Majesty’s
subjects, expecially of the poorer class; and although, within
such walls, enough fantastic tricks are daily played to make
the angels blind with weeping; they are closed to the public,
save through the medium of the daily press.(Footnote: Or
were virtually, then.) Mr. Fang was consequently not a little
indignant to see an unbidden guest enter in such irreverent
disorder.
‘What is this? Who is this? Turn this man out. Clear the
office!’ cried Mr. Fang.
‘I WILL speak,’ cried the man; ‘I will not be turned out. I
saw it all. I keep the book-stall. I demand to be sworn. I will
not be put down. Mr. Fang, you must hear me. You must
not refuse, sir.’
The man was right. His manner was determined; and the
matter was growing rather too serious to be hushed up.
‘Swear the man,’ growled Mr. Fang. with a very ill grace.
‘Now, man, what have you got to say?’
‘This,’ said the man: ‘I saw three boys: two others and
the prisoner here: loitering on the opposite side of the way,
when this gentleman was reading. The robbery was comFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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mitted by another boy. I saw it done; and I saw that this boy
was perfectly amazed and stupified by it.’ Having by this
time recovered a little breath, the worthy book-stall keeper
proceeded to relate, in a more coherent manner the exact
circumstances of the robbery.
‘Why didn’t you come here before?’ said Fang, after a
pause.
‘I hadn’t a soul to mind the shop,’ replied the man. ‘Everybody who could have helped me, had joined in the pursuit.
I could get nobody till five minutes ago; and I’ve run here
all the way.’
‘The prosecutor was reading, was he?’ inquired Fang, after another pause.
‘Yes,’ replied the man. ‘The very book he has in his
hand.’
‘Oh, that book, eh?’ said Fang. ‘Is it paid for?’
‘No, it is not,’ replied the man, with a smile.
‘Dear me, I forgot all about it!’ exclaimed the absent old
gentleman, innocently.
‘A nice person to prefer a charge against a poor boy!’ said
Fang, with a comical effort to look humane. ‘I consider, sir,
that you have obtained possession of that book, under very
suspicious and disreputable circumstances; and you may
think yourself very fortunate that the owner of the property
declines to prosecute. Let this be a lesson to you, my man, or
the law will overtake you yet. The boy is discharged. Clear
the office!’
‘D—n me!’ cried the old gentleman, bursting out with
the rage he had kept down so long, ‘d—n me! I’ll—‘
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‘Clear the office!’ said the magistrate. ‘Officers, do you
hear?
Clear the office!’
The mandate was obeyed; and the indignant Mr. Brownlow was conveyed out, with the book in one hand, and the
bamboo cane in the other: in a perfect phrenzy of rage and
defiance. He reached the yard; and his passion vanished in
a moment. Little Oliver Twist lay on his back on the pavement, with his shirt unbuttoned, and his temples bathed
with water; his face a deadly white; and a cold tremble convulsing his whole frame.
‘Poor boy, poor boy!’ said Mr. Brownlow, bending over
him. ‘Call a coach, somebody, pray. Directly!’
A coach was obtained, and Oliver having been carefully
laid on the seat, the old gentleman got in and sat himself on
the other.
‘May I accompany you?’ said the book-stall keeper, looking in.
‘Bless me, yes, my dear sir,’ said Mr. Brownlow quickly. ‘I
forgot you. Dear, dear! I have this unhappy book still! Jump
in. Poor fellow! There’s no time to lose.’
The book-stall keeper got into the coach; and away they
drove.
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CHAPTER XII
IN WHICH OLIVER IS
TAKEN BETTER CARE
OF THAN HE EVER WAS
BEFORE. AND IN WHICH
THE NARRATIVE REVERTS
TO THE MERRY OLD
GENTLEMAN AND HIS
YOUTHFUL FRIENDS.

T

he coach rattled away, over nearly the same ground as
that which Oliver had traversed when he first entered
London in company with the Dodger; and, turning a different way when it reached the Angel at Islington, stopped
at length before a neat house, in a quiet shady street near
Pentonville. Here, a bed was prepared, without loss of time,

122

Oliver Twist

in which Mr. Brownlow saw his young charge carefully
and comfortably deposited; and here, he was tended with a
kindness and solicitude that knew no bounds.
But, for many days, Oliver remained insensible to all the
goodness of his new friends. The sun rose and sank, and
rose and sank again, and many times after that; and still
the boy lay stretched on his uneasy bed, dwindling away
beneath the dry and wasting heat of fever. The worm does
not work more surely on the dead body, than does this slow
creeping fire upon the living frame.
Weak, and thin, and pallid, he awoke at last from what
seemed to have been a long and troubled dream. Feebly
raising himself in the bed, with his head resting on his
trembling arm, he looked anxiously around.
‘What room is this? Where have I been brought to?’ said
Oliver. ‘This is not the place I went to sleep in.’
He uttered these words in a feeble voice, being very faint
and weak; but they were overheard at once. The curtain at
the bed’s head was hastily drawn back, and a motherly old
lady, very neatly and precisely dressed, rose as she undrew
it, from an arm-chair close by, in which she had been sitting
at needle-work.
‘Hush, my dear,’ said the old lady softly. ‘You must be
very quiet, or you will be ill again; and you have been very
bad,—as bad as bad could be, pretty nigh. Lie down again;
there’s a dear!’ With those words, the old lady very gently
placed Oliver’s head upon the pillow; and, smoothing back
his hair from his forehead, looked so kindly and loving in
his face, that he could not help placing his little withered
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hand in hers, and drawing it round his neck.
‘Save us!’ said the old lady, with tears in her eyes. ‘What
a grateful little dear it is. Pretty creetur! What would his
mother feel if she had sat by him as I have, and could see
him now!’
‘Perhaps she does see me,’ whispered Oliver, folding his
hands together; ‘perhaps she has sat by me. I almost feel as
if she had.’
‘That was the fever, my dear,’ said the old lady mildly.
‘I suppose it was,’ replied Oliver, ‘because heaven is a long
way off; and they are too happy there, to come down to the
bedside of a poor boy. But if she knew I was ill, she must
have pitied me, even there; for she was very ill herself before
she died. She can’t know anything about me though,’ added
Oliver after a moment’s silence. ‘If she had seen me hurt, it
would have made here sorrowful; and her face has always
looked sweet and happy, when I have dreamed of her.’
The old lady made no reply to this; but wiping her eyes
first, and her spectacles, which lay on the counterpane, afterwards, as if they were part and parcel of those features,
brought some cool stuff for Oliver to drink; and then, patting him on the cheek, told him he must lie very quiet, or he
would be ill again.
So, Oliver kept very still; partly because he was anxious
to obey the kind old lady in all things; and partly, to tell
the truth, because he was completely exhausted with what
he had already said. He soon fell into a gentle doze, from
which he was awakened by the light of a candle: which, being brought near the bed, showed him a gentleman with a
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very large and loud-ticking gold watch in his hand, who felt
his pulse, and said he was a great deal better.
‘You ARE a great deal better, are you not, my dear?’ said
the gentleman.
‘Yes, thank you, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘Yes, I know you are,’ said the gentleman: ‘You’re hungry
too, an’t you?’
‘No, sir,’ answered Oliver.
‘Hem!’ said the gentleman. ‘No, I know you’re not. He
is not hungry, Mrs. Bedwin,’ said the gentleman: looking
very wise.
The old lady made a respectful inclination of the head,
which seemed to say that she thought the doctor was a very
clever man. The doctor appeared much of the same opinion
himself.
‘You feel sleepy, don’t you, my dear?’ said the doctor.
‘No, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘No,’ said the doctor, with a very shrewd and satisfied
look. ‘You’re not sleepy. Nor thirsty. Are you?’
‘Yes, sir, rather thirsty,’ answered Oliver.
‘Just as I expected, Mrs. Bedwin,’ said the doctor. ‘It’s
very natural that he should be thirsty. You may give him
a little tea, ma’am, and some dry toast without any butter.
Don’t keep him too warm, ma’am; but be careful that you
don’t let him be too cold; will you have the goodness?’
The old lady dropped a curtsey. The doctor, after tasting the cool stuff, and expressing a qualified approval of it,
hurried away: his boots creaking in a very important and
wealthy manner as he went downstairs.
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Oliver dozed off again, soon after this; when he awoke,
it was nearly twelve o’clock. The old lady tenderly bade him
good-night shortly afterwards, and left him in charge of a
fat old woman who had just come: bringing with her, in a
little bundle, a small Prayer Book and a large nightcap. Putting the latter on her head and the former on the table, the
old woman, after telling Oliver that she had come to sit up
with him, drew her chair close to the fire and went off into
a series of short naps, chequered at frequent intervals with
sundry tumblings forward, and divers moans and chokings.
These, however, had no worse effect than causing her to rub
her nose very hard, and then fall asleep again.
And thus the night crept slowly on. Oliver lay awake for
some time, counting the little circles of light which the reflection of the rushlight-shade threw upon the ceiling; or
tracing with his languid eyes the intricate pattern of the paper on the wall. The darkness and the deep stillness of the
room were very solemn; as they brought into the boy’s mind
the thought that death had been hovering there, for many
days and nights, and might yet fill it with the gloom and
dread of his awful presence, he turned his face upon the pillow, and fervently prayed to Heaven.
Gradually, he fell into that deep tranquil sleep which ease
from recent suffering alone imparts; that calm and peaceful
rest which it is pain to wake from. Who, if this were death,
would be roused again to all the struggles and turmoils of
life; to all its cares for the present; its anxieties for the future; more than all, its weary recollections of the past!
It had been bright day, for hours, when Oliver opened
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his eyes; he felt cheerful and happy. The crisis of the disease
was safely past. He belonged to the world again.
In three days’ time he was able to sit in an easy-chair,
well propped up with pillows; and, as he was still too weak
to walk, Mrs. Bedwin had him carried downstairs into the
little housekeeper’s room, which belonged to her. Having
him set, here, by the fire-side, the good old lady sat herself down too; and, being in a state of considerable delight
at seeing him so much better, forthwith began to cry most
violently.
‘Never mind me, my dear,’ said the old lady; ‘I’m only
having a regular good cry. There; it’s all over now; and I’m
quite comfortable.’
‘You’re very, very kind to me, ma’am,’ said Oliver.
‘Well, never you mind that, my dear,’ said the old lady;
‘that’s got nothing to do with your broth; and it’s full time
you had it; for the doctor says Mr. Brownlow may come in
to see you this morning; and we must get up our best looks,
because the better we look, the more he’ll be pleased.’ And
with this, the old lady applied herself to warming up, in a
little saucepan, a basin full of broth: strong enough, Oliver
thought, to furnish an ample dinner, when reduced to the
regulation strength, for three hundred and fifty paupers, at
the lowest computation.
‘Are you fond of pictures, dear?’ inquired the old lady,
seeing that Oliver had fixed his eyes, most intently, on a portrait which hung against the wall; just opposite his chair.
‘I don’t quite know, ma’am,’ said Oliver, without taking
his eyes from the canvas; ‘I have seen so few that I hardly
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know. What a beautiful, mild face that lady’s is!’
‘Ah!’ said the old lady, ‘painters always make ladies out
prettier than they are, or they wouldn’t get any custom,
child. The man that invented the machine for taking likenesses might have known that would never succeed; it’s a
deal too honest. A deal,’ said the old lady, laughing very
heartily at her own acuteness.
‘Is—is that a likeness, ma’am?’ said Oliver.
‘Yes,’ said the old lady, looking up for a moment from the
broth; ‘that’s a portrait.’
‘Whose, ma’am?’ asked Oliver.
‘Why, really, my dear, I don’t know,’ answered the old
lady in a good-humoured manner. ‘It’s not a likeness of anybody that you or I know, I expect. It seems to strike your
fancy, dear.’
‘It is so pretty,’ replied Oliver.
‘Why, sure you’re not afraid of it?’ said the old lady: observing in great surprise, the look of awe with which the
child regarded the painting.
‘Oh no, no,’ returned Oliver quickly; ‘but the eyes look
so sorrowful; and where I sit, they seem fixed upon me. It
makes my heart beat,’ added Oliver in a low voice, ‘as if it
was alive, and wanted to speak to me, but couldn’t.’
‘Lord save us!’ exclaimed the old lady, starting; ‘don’t talk
in that way, child. You’re weak and nervous after your illness. Let me wheel your chair round to the other side; and
then you won’t see it. There!’ said the old lady, suiting the
action to the word; ‘you don’t see it now, at all events.’
Oliver DID see it in his mind’s eye as distinctly as if he
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had not altered his position; but he thought it better not
to worry the kind old lady; so he smiled gently when she
looked at him; and Mrs. Bedwin, satisfied that he felt more
comfortable, salted and broke bits of toasted bread into the
broth, with all the bustle befitting so solemn a preparation.
Oliver got through it with extraordinary expedition. He
had scarcely swallowed the last spoonful, when there came
a soft rap at the door. ‘Come in,’ said the old lady; and in
walked Mr. Brownlow.
Now, the old gentleman came in as brisk as need be; but,
he had no sooner raised his spectacles on his forehead, and
thrust his hands behind the skirts of his dressing-gown
to take a good long look at Oliver, than his countenance
underwent a very great variety of odd contortions. Oliver
looked very worn and shadowy from sickness, and made
an ineffectual attempt to stand up, out of respect to his
benefactor, which terminated in his sinking back into the
chair again; and the fact is, if the truth must be told, that
Mr. Brownlow’s heart, being large enough for any six ordinary old gentlemen of humane disposition, forced a supply
of tears into his eyes, by some hydraulic process which we
are not sufficiently philosophical to be in a condition to explain.
‘Poor boy, poor boy!’ said Mr. Brownlow, clearing his
throat. ‘I’m rather hoarse this morning, Mrs. Bedwin. I’m
afraid I have caught cold.’
‘I hope not, sir,’ said Mrs. Bedwin. ‘Everything you have
had, has been well aired, sir.’
‘I don’t know, Bedwin. I don’t know,’ said Mr. Brownlow;
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‘I rather think I had a damp napkin at dinner-time yesterday; but never mind that. How do you feel, my dear?’
‘Very happy, sir,’ replied Oliver. ‘And very grateful indeed, sir, for your goodness to me.’
‘Good by,’ said Mr. Brownlow, stoutly. ‘Have you given
him any nourishment, Bedwin? Any slops, eh?’
‘He has just had a basin of beautiful strong broth, sir,’ replied Mrs. Bedwin: drawing herself up slightly, and laying
strong emphasis on the last word: to intimate that between
slops, and broth will compounded, there existed no affinity
or connection whatsoever.
‘Ugh!’ said Mr. Brownlow, with a slight shudder; ‘a couple of glasses of port wine would have done him a great deal
more good. Wouldn’t they, Tom White, eh?’
‘My name is Oliver, sir,’ replied the little invalid: with a
look of great astonishment.
‘Oliver,’ said Mr. Brownlow; ‘Oliver what? Oliver White,
eh?’
‘No, sir, Twist, Oliver Twist.’
‘Queer name!’ said the old gentleman. ‘What made you
tell the magistrate your name was White?’
‘I never told him so, sir,’ returned Oliver in amazement.
This sounded so like a falsehood, that the old gentleman
looked somewhat sternly in Oliver’s face. It was impossible
to doubt him; there was truth in every one of its thin and
sharpened lineaments.
‘Some mistake,’ said Mr. Brownlow. But, although his
motive for looking steadily at Oliver no longer existed, the
old idea of the resemblance between his features and some
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familiar face came upon him so strongly, that he could not
withdraw his gaze.
‘I hope you are not angry with me, sir?’ said Oliver, raising his eyes beseechingly.
‘No, no,’ replied the old gentleman. ‘Why! what’s this?
Bedwin, look there!’
As he spoke, he pointed hastily to the picture over Oliver’s head, and then to the boy’s face. There was its living
copy. The eyes, the head, the mouth; every feature was the
same. The expression was, for the instant, so precisely alike,
that the minutest line seemed copied with startling accuracy!
Oliver knew not the cause of this sudden exclamation;
for, not being strong enough to bear the start it gave him,
he fainted away. A weakness on his part, which affords the
narrative an opportunity of relieving the reader from suspense, in behalf of the two young pupils of the Merry Old
Gentleman; and of recording—
That when the Dodger, and his accomplished friend
Master Bates, joined in the hue-and-cry which was raised
at Oliver’s heels, in consequence of their executing an illegal conveyance of Mr. Brownlow’s personal property, as has
been already described, they were actuated by a very laudable and becoming regard for themselves; and forasmuch as
the freedom of the subject and the liberty of the individual
are among the first and proudest boasts of a true-hearted
Englishman, so, I need hardly beg the reader to observe,
that this action should tend to exalt them in the opinion of
all public and patriotic men, in almost as great a degree as
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this strong proof of their anxiety for their own preservation
and safety goes to corroborate and confirm the little code
of laws which certain profound and sound-judging philosophers have laid down as the main-springs of all Nature’s
deeds and actions: the said philosophers very wisely reducing the good lady’s proceedings to matters of maxim and
theory: and, by a very neat and pretty compliment to her
exalted wisdom and understanding, putting entirely out of
sight any considerations of heart, or generous impulse and
feeling. For, these are matters totally beneath a female who
is acknowledged by universal admission to be far above the
numerous little foibles and weaknesses of her sex.
If I wanted any further proof of the strictly philosophical nature of the conduct of these young gentlemen in their
very delicate predicament, I should at once find it in the fact
(also recorded in a foregoing part of this narrative), of their
quitting the pursuit, when the general attention was fixed
upon Oliver; and making immediately for their home by
the shortest possible cut. Although I do not mean to assert
that it is usually the practice of renowned and learned sages,
to shorten the road to any great conclusion (their course
indeed being rather to lengthen the distance, by various
circumlocations and discursive staggerings, like unto those
in which drunken men under the pressure of a too mighty
flow of ideas, are prone to indulge); still, I do mean to say,
and do say distinctly, that it is the invariable practice of
many mighty philosophers, in carrying out their theories,
to evince great wisdom and foresight in providing against
every possible contingency which can be supposed at all
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likely to affect themselves. Thus, to do a great right, you may
do a little wrong; and you may take any means which the
end to be attained, will justify; the amount of the right, or
the amount of the wrong, or indeed the distinction between
the two, being left entirely to the philosopher concerned, to
be settled and determined by his clear, comprehensive, and
impartial view of his own particular case.
It was not until the two boys had scoured, with great rapidity, through a most intricate maze of narrow streets and
courts, that they ventured to halt beneath a low and dark
archway. Having remained silent here, just long enough
to recover breath to speak, Master Bates uttered an exclamation of amusement and delight; and, bursting into an
uncontrollable fit of laughter, flung himself upon a doorstep, and rolled thereon in a transport of mirth.
‘What’s the matter?’ inquired the Dodger.
‘Ha! ha! ha!’ roared Charley Bates.
‘Hold your noise,’ remonstrated the Dodger, looking cautiously round. ‘Do you want to be grabbed, stupid?’
‘I can’t help it,’ said Charley, ‘I can’t help it! To see him
splitting away at that pace, and cutting round the corners,
and knocking up again’ the posts, and starting on again as
if he was made of iron as well as them, and me with the wipe
in my pocket, singing out arter him—oh, my eye!’ The vivid
imagination of Master Bates presented the scene before him
in too strong colours. As he arrived at this apostrophe, he
again rolled upon the door-step, and laughed louder than
before.
‘What’ll Fagin say?’ inquired the Dodger; taking advanFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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tage of the next interval of breathlessness on the part of his
friend to propound the question.
‘What?’ repeated Charley Bates.
‘Ah, what?’ said the Dodger.
‘Why, what should he say?’ inquired Charley: stopping
rather suddenly in his merriment; for the Dodger’s manner
was impressive. ‘What should he say?’
Mr. Dawkins whistled for a couple of minutes; then, taking off his hat, scratched his head, and nodded thrice.
‘What do you mean?’ said Charley.
‘Toor rul lol loo, gammon and spinnage, the frog he
wouldn’t, and high cockolorum,’ said the Dodger: with a
slight sneer on his intellectual countenance.
This was explanatory, but not satisfactory. Master Bates
felt it so; and again said, ‘What do you mean?’
The Dodger made no reply; but putting his hat on again,
and gathering the skirts of his long-tailed coat under his
arm, thrust his tongue into his cheek, slapped the bridge
of his nose some half-dozen times in a familiar but expressive manner, and turning on his heel, slunk down the court.
Master Bates followed, with a thoughtful countenance.
The noise of footsteps on the creaking stairs, a few minutes after the occurrence of this conversation, roused the
merry old gentleman as he sat over the fire with a saveloy
and a small loaf in his hand; a pocket-knife in his right; and
a pewter pot on the trivet. There was a rascally smile on
his white face as he turned round, and looking sharply out
from under his thick red eyebrows, bent his ear towards the
door, and listened.
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‘Why, how’s this?’ muttered the Jew: changing countenance; ‘only two of ‘em? Where’s the third? They can’t have
got into trouble. Hark!’
The footsteps approached nearer; they reached the landing. The door was slowly opened; and the Dodger and
Charley Bates entered, closing it behind them.
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CHAPTER XIII
SOME NEW
ACQUAINTANCES
ARE INTRODUCED
TO THE INTELLIGENT
READER, CONNECTED
WITH WHOM VARIOUS
PLEASANT MATTERS ARE
RELATED, APPERTAINING
TO THIS HISTORY

‘W

here’s Oliver?’ said the Jew, rising with a menacing
look. ‘Where’s the boy?’
The young thieves eyed their preceptor as if they were
alarmed at his violence; and looked uneasily at each other.

136

Oliver Twist

But they made no reply.
‘What’s become of the boy?’ said the Jew, seizing the
Dodger tightly by the collar, and threatening him with horrid imprecations. ‘Speak out, or I’ll throttle you!’
Mr. Fagin looked so very much in earnest, that Charley
Bates, who deemed it prudent in all cases to be on the safe
side, and who conceived it by no means improbable that
it might be his turn to be throttled second, dropped upon
his knees, and raised a loud, well-sustained, and continuous roar—something between a mad bull and a speaking
trumpet.
‘Will you speak?’ thundered the Jew: shaking the Dodger
so much that his keeping in the big coat at all, seemed perfectly miraculous.
‘Why, the traps have got him, and that’s all about it,’ said
the Dodger, sullenly. ‘Come, let go o’ me, will you!’ And,
swinging himself, at one jerk, clean out of the big coat,
which he left in the Jew’s hands, the Dodger snatched up the
toasting fork, and made a pass at the merry old gentleman’s
waistcoat; which, if it had taken effect, would have let a little
more merriment out, than could have been easily replaced.
The Jew stepped back in this emergency, with more agility than could have been anticipated in a man of his apparent
decrepitude; and, seizing up the pot, prepared to hurl it at
his assailant’s head. But Charley Bates, at this moment, calling his attention by a perfectly terrific howl, he suddenly
altered its destination, and flung it full at that young gentleman.
‘Why, what the blazes is in the wind now!’ growled a deep
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voice. ‘Who pitched that ‘ere at me? It’s well it’s the beer, and
not the pot, as hit me, or I’d have settled somebody. I might
have know’d, as nobody but an infernal, rich, plundering,
thundering old Jew could afford to throw away any drink
but water—and not that, unless he done the River Company
every quarter. Wot’s it all about, Fagin? D—me, if my neckhandkercher an’t lined with beer! Come in, you sneaking
warmint; wot are you stopping outside for, as if you was
ashamed of your master! Come in!’
The man who growled out these words, was a stoutlybuilt fellow of about five-and-thirty, in a black velveteen
coat, very soiled drab breeches, lace-up half boots, and grey
cotton stockings which inclosed a bulky pair of legs, with
large swelling calves;—the kind of legs, which in such costume, always look in an unfinished and incomplete state
without a set of fetters to garnish them. He had a brown
hat on his head, and a dirty belcher handkerchief round
his neck: with the long frayed ends of which he smeared
the beer from his face as he spoke. He disclosed, when he
had done so, a broad heavy countenance with a beard of
three days’ growth, and two scowling eyes; one of which
displayed various parti-coloured symptoms of having been
recently damaged by a blow.
‘Come in, d’ye hear?’ growled this engaging ruffian.
A white shaggy dog, with his face scratched and torn in
twenty different places, skulked into the room.
‘Why didn’t you come in afore?’ said the man. ‘You’re
getting too proud to own me afore company, are you? Lie
down!’
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This command was accompanied with a kick, which sent
the animal to the other end of the room. He appeared well
used to it, however; for he coiled himself up in a corner very
quietly, without uttering a sound, and winking his very illlooking eyes twenty times in a minute, appeared to occupy
himself in taking a survey of the apartment.
‘What are you up to? Ill-treating the boys, you covetous,
avaricious, in-sa-ti-a-ble old fence?’ said the man, seating
himself deliberately. ‘I wonder they don’t murder you! I
would if I was them. If I’d been your ‘prentice, I’d have done
it long ago, and—no, I couldn’t have sold you afterwards, for
you’re fit for nothing but keeping as a curiousity of ugliness
in a glass bottle, and I suppose they don’t blow glass bottles
large enough.’
‘Hush! hush! Mr. Sikes,’ said the Jew, trembling; ‘don’t
speak so loud!’
‘None of your mistering,’ replied the ruffian; ‘you always
mean mischief when you come that. You know my name:
out with it! I shan’t disgrace it when the time comes.’
‘Well, well, then—Bill Sikes,’ said the Jew, with abject humility. ‘You seem out of humour, Bill.’
‘Perhaps I am,’ replied Sikes; ‘I should think you was rather out of sorts too, unless you mean as little harm when you
throw pewter pots about, as you do when you blab and—‘
‘Are you mad?’ said the Jew, catching the man by the
sleeve, and pointing towards the boys.
Mr. Sikes contented himself with tying an imaginary
knot under his left ear, and jerking his head over on the
right shoulder; a piece of dumb show which the Jew apFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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peared to understand perfectly. He then, in cant terms, with
which his whole conversation was plentifully besprinkled,
but which would be quite unintelligible if they were recorded here, demanded a glass of liquor.
‘And mind you don’t poison it,’ said Mr. Sikes, laying his
hat upon the table.
This was said in jest; but if the speaker could have seen
the evil leer with which the Jew bit his pale lip as he turned
round to the cupboard, he might have thought the caution
not wholly unnecessary, or the wish (at all events) to improve upon the distiller’s ingenuity not very far from the
old gentleman’s merry heart.
After swallowing two of three glasses of spirits, Mr. Sikes
condescended to take some notice of the young gentlemen;
which gracious act led to a conversation, in which the cause
and manner of Oliver’s capture were circumstantially detailed, with such alterations and improvements on the truth,
as to the Dodger appeared most advisable under the circumstances.
‘I’m afraid,’ said the Jew, ‘that he may say something
which will get us into trouble.’
‘That’s very likely,’ returned Sikes with a malicious grin.
‘You’re blowed upon, Fagin.’
‘And I’m afraid, you see, added the Jew, speaking as if he
had not noticed the interruption; and regarding the other
closely as he did so,—‘I’m afraid that, if the game was up
with us, it might be up with a good many more, and that it
would come out rather worse for you than it would for me,
my dear.’
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The man started, and turned round upon the Jew. But
the old gentleman’s shoulders were shrugged up to his ears;
and his eyes were vacantly staring on the opposite wall.
There was a long pause. Every member of the respectable
coterie appeared plunged in his own reflections; not excepting the dog, who by a certain malicious licking of his lips
seemed to be meditating an attack upon the legs of the first
gentleman or lady he might encounter in the streets when
he went out.
‘Somebody must find out wot’s been done at the office,’
said Mr. Sikes in a much lower tone than he had taken since
he came in.
The Jew nodded assent.
‘If he hasn’t peached, and is committed, there’s no fear
till he comes out again,’ said Mr. Sikes, ‘and then he must be
taken care on. You must get hold of him somehow.’
Again the Jew nodded.
The prudence of this line of action, indeed, was obvious;
but, unfortunately, there was one very strong objection to
its being adopted. This was, that the Dodger, and Charley
Bates, and Fagin, and Mr. William Sikes, happened, one
and all, to entertain a violent and deeply-rooted antipathy
to going near a police-office on any ground or pretext whatever.
How long they might have sat and looked at each other,
in a state of uncertainty not the most pleasant of its kind, it
is difficult to guess. It is not necessary to make any guesses
on the subject, however; for the sudden entrance of the two
young ladies whom Oliver had seen on a former occasion,
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caused the conversation to flow afresh.
‘The very thing!’ said the Jew. ‘Bet will go; won’t you, my
dear?’
‘Wheres?’ inquired the young lady.
‘Only just up to the office, my dear,’ said the Jew coaxingly.
It is due to the young lady to say that she did not positively affirm that she would not, but that she merely expressed
an emphatic and earnest desire to be ‘blessed’ if she would;
a polite and delicate evasion of the request, which shows
the young lady to have been possessed of that natural good
breeding which cannot bear to inflict upon a fellow-creature, the pain of a direct and pointed refusal.
The Jew’s countenance fell. He turned from this young
lady, who was gaily, not to say gorgeously attired, in a red
gown, green boots, and yellow curl-papers, to the other female.
‘Nancy, my dear,’ said the Jew in a soothing manner,
‘what do YOU say?’
‘That it won’t do; so it’s no use a-trying it on, Fagin,’ replied Nancy.
‘What do you mean by that?’ said Mr. Sikes, looking up
in a surly manner.
‘What I say, Bill,’ replied the lady collectedly.
‘Why, you’re just the very person for it,’ reasoned Mr.
Sikes: ‘nobody about here knows anything of you.’
‘And as I don’t want ‘em to, neither,’ replied Nancy in the
same composed manner, ‘it’s rather more no than yes with
me, Bill.’
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‘She’ll go, Fagin,’ said Sikes.
‘No, she won’t, Fagin,’ said Nancy.
‘Yes, she will, Fagin,’ said Sikes.
And Mr. Sikes was right. By dint of alternate threats,
promises, and bribes, the lady in question was ultimately
prevailed upon to undertake the commission. She was not,
indeed, withheld by the same considerations as her agreeable
friend; for, having recently removed into the neighborhood
of Field Lane from the remote but genteel suburb of Ratcliffe, she was not under the same apprehension of being
recognised by any of her numerous acquaintance.
Accordingly, with a clean white apron tied over her gown,
and her curl-papers tucked up under a straw bonnet,—both
articles of dress being provided from the Jew’s inexhaustible
stock,—Miss Nancy prepared to issue forth on her errand.
‘Stop a minute, my dear,’ said the Jew, producing, a little
covered basket. ‘Carry that in one hand. It looks more respectable, my dear.’
‘Give her a door-key to carry in her t’other one, Fagin,’
said Sikes; ‘it looks real and genivine like.’
‘Yes, yes, my dear, so it does,’ said the Jew, hanging a
large street-door key on the forefinger of the young lady’s
right hand.
‘There; very good! Very good indeed, my dear!’ said the
Jew, rubbing his hands.
‘Oh, my brother! My poor, dear, sweet, innocent little
brother!’ exclaimed Nancy, bursting into tears, and wringing the little basket and the street-door key in an agony of
distress. ‘What has become of him! Where have they taken
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him to! Oh, do have pity, and tell me what’s been done with
the dear boy, gentlemen; do, gentlemen, if you please, gentlemen!’
Having uttered those words in a most lamentable and
heart-broken tone: to the immeasurable delight of her hearers: Miss Nancy paused, winked to the company, nodded
smilingly round, and disappeared.
‘Ah, she’s a clever girl, my dears,’ said the Jew, turning
round to his young friends, and shaking his head gravely, as
if in mute admonition to them to follow the bright example
they had just beheld.
‘She’s a honour to her sex,’ said Mr. Sikes, filling his glass,
and smiting the table with his enormous fist. ‘Here’s her
health, and wishing they was all like her!’
While these, and many other encomiums, were being
passed on the accomplished Nancy, that young lady made
the best of her way to the police-office; whither, notwithstanding a little natural timidity consequent upon walking
through the streets alone and unprotected, she arrived in
perfect safety shortly afterwards.
Entering by the back way, she tapped softly with the key
at one of the cell-doors, and listened. There was no sound
within: so she coughed and listened again. Still there was no
reply: so she spoke.
‘Nolly, dear?’ murmured Nancy in a gentle voice; ‘Nolly?’
There was nobody inside but a miserable shoeless criminal, who had been taken up for playing the flute, and who,
the offence against society having been clearly proved, had
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been very properly committed by Mr. Fang to the House of
Correction for one month; with the appropriate and amusing remark that since he had so much breath to spare, it
would be more wholesomely expended on the treadmill
than in a musical instrument. He made no answer: being
occupied mentally bewailing the loss of the flute, which had
been confiscated for the use of the county: so Nancy passed
on to the next cell, and knocked there.
‘Well!’ cried a faint and feeble voice.
‘Is there a little boy here?’ inquired Nancy, with a preliminary sob.
‘No,’ replied the voice; ‘God forbid.’
This was a vagrant of sixty-five, who was going to prison
for NOT playing the flute; or, in other words, for begging in
the streets, and doing nothing for his livelihood. In the next
cell was another man, who was going to the same prison
for hawking tin saucepans without license; thereby doing
something for his living, in defiance of the Stamp-office.
But, as neither of these criminals answered to the name
of Oliver, or knew anything about him, Nancy made straight
up to the bluff officer in the striped waistcoat; and with the
most piteous wailings and lamentations, rendered more piteous by a prompt and efficient use of the street-door key and
the little basket, demanded her own dear brother.
‘I haven’t got him, my dear,’ said the old man.
‘Where is he?’ screamed Nancy, in a distracted manner.
‘Why, the gentleman’s got him,’ replied the officer.
‘What gentleman! Oh, gracious heavens! What gentleman?’ exclaimed Nancy.
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In reply to this incoherent questioning, the old man informed the deeply affected sister that Oliver had been taken
ill in the office, and discharged in consequence of a witness having proved the robbery to have been committed by
another boy, not in custody; and that the prosecutor had
carried him away, in an insensible condition, to his own
residence: of and concerning which, all the informant knew
was, that it was somewhere in Pentonville, he having heard
that word mentioned in the directions to the coachman.
In a dreadful state of doubt and uncertainty, the agonised
young woman staggered to the gate, and then, exchanging
her faltering walk for a swift run, returned by the most
devious and complicated route she could think of, to the
domicile of the Jew.
Mr. Bill Sikes no sooner heard the account of the expedition delivered, than he very hastily called up the white dog,
and, putting on his hat, expeditiously departed: without devoting any time to the formality of wishing the company
good-morning.
‘We must know where he is, my dears; he must be found,’
said the Jew greatly excited. ‘Charley, do nothing but skulk
about, till you bring home some news of him! Nancy, my
dear, I must have him found. I trust to you, my dear,—to
you and the Artful for everything! Stay, stay,’ added the Jew,
unlocking a drawer with a shaking hand; ‘there’s money,
my dears. I shall shut up this shop to-night. You’ll know
where to find me! Don’t stop here a minute. Not an instant,
my dears!’
With these words, he pushed them from the room: and
146

Oliver Twist

carefully double-locking and barring the door behind them,
drew from its place of concealment the box which he had
unintentionally disclosed to Oliver. Then, he hastily proceeded to dispose the watches and jewellery beneath his
clothing.
A rap at the door startled him in this occupation. ‘Who’s
there?’ he cried in a shrill tone.
‘Me!’ replied the voice of the Dodger, through the keyhole.
‘What now?’ cried the Jew impatiently.
‘Is he to be kidnapped to the other ken, Nancy says?’ inquired the Dodger.
‘Yes,’ replied the Jew, ‘wherever she lays hands on him.
Find him, find him out, that’s all. I shall know what to do
next; never fear.’
The boy murmured a reply of intelligence: and hurried
downstairs after his companions.
‘He has not peached so far,’ said the Jew as he pursued his
occupation. ‘If he means to blab us among his new friends,
we may stop his mouth yet.’
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CHAPTER XIV
COMPRISING FURTHER
PARTICULARS OF OLIVER’S
STAY AT MR. BROWNLOW’S,
WITH THE REMARKABLE
PREDICTION WHICH
ONE MR. GRIMWIG
UTTERED CONCERNING
HIM, WHEN HE WENT
OUT ON AN ERRAND

O

liver soon recovering from the fainting-fit into which
Mr. Brownlow’s abrupt exclamation had thrown him,
the subject of the picture was carefully avoided, both by the
old gentleman and Mrs. Bedwin, in the conversation that
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ensued: which indeed bore no reference to Oliver’s history or prospects, but was confined to such topics as might
amuse without exciting him. He was still too weak to get up
to breakfast; but, when he came down into the housekeeper’s room next day, his first act was to cast an eager glance
at the wall, in the hope of again looking on the face of the
beautiful lady. His expectations were disappointed, however, for the picture had been removed.
‘Ah!’ said the housekeeper, watching the direction of Oliver’s eyes. ‘It is gone, you see.’
‘I see it is ma’am,’ replied Oliver. ‘Why have they taken
it away?’
‘It has been taken down, child, because Mr. Brownlow
said, that as it seemed to worry you, perhaps it might prevent your getting well, you know,’ rejoined the old lady.
‘Oh, no, indeed. It didn’t worry me, ma’am,’ said Oliver. ‘I
liked to see it. I quite loved it.’
‘Well, well!’ said the old lady, good-humouredly; ‘you
get well as fast as ever you can, dear, and it shall be hung
up again. There! I promise you that! Now, let us talk about
something else.’
This was all the information Oliver could obtain about
the picture at that time. As the old lady had been so kind
to him in his illness, he endeavoured to think no more of
the subject just then; so he listened attentively to a great
many stories she told him, about an amiable and handsome
daughter of hers, who was married to an amiable and handsome man, and lived in the country; and about a son, who
was clerk to a merchant in the West Indies; and who was,
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also, such a good young man, and wrote such dutiful letters
home four times a-year, that it brought the tears into her
eyes to talk about them. When the old lady had expatiated,
a long time, on the excellences of her children, and the merits of her kind good husband besides, who had been dead
and gone, poor dear soul! just six-and-twenty years, it was
time to have tea. After tea she began to teach Oliver cribbage: which he learnt as quickly as she could teach: and at
which game they played, with great interest and gravity, until it was time for the invalid to have some warm wine and
water, with a slice of dry toast, and then to go cosily to bed.
They were happy days, those of Oliver’s recovery. Everything was so quiet, and neat, and orderly; everybody so
kind and gentle; that after the noise and turbulence in the
midst of which he had always lived, it seemed like Heaven
itself. He was no sooner strong enough to put his clothes on,
properly, than Mr. Brownlow caused a complete new suit,
and a new cap, and a new pair of shoes, to be provided for
him. As Oliver was told that he might do what he liked with
the old clothes, he gave them to a servant who had been very
kind to him, and asked her to sell them to a Jew, and keep
the money for herself. This she very readily did; and, as Oliver looked out of the parlour window, and saw the Jew roll
them up in his bag and walk away, he felt quite delighted to
think that they were safely gone, and that there was now no
possible danger of his ever being able to wear them again.
They were sad rags, to tell the truth; and Oliver had never
had a new suit before.
One evening, about a week after the affair of the pic150
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ture, as he was sitting talking to Mrs. Bedwin, there came a
message down from Mr. Brownlow, that if Oliver Twist felt
pretty well, he should like to see him in his study, and talk
to him a little while.
‘Bless us, and save us! Wash your hands, and let me part
your hair nicely for you, child,’ said Mrs. Bedwin. ‘Dear
heart alive! If we had known he would have asked for you,
we would have put you a clean collar on, and made you as
smart as sixpence!’
Oliver did as the old lady bade him; and, although she
lamented grievously, meanwhile, that there was not even
time to crimp the little frill that bordered his shirt-collar;
he looked so delicate and handsome, despite that important
personal advantage, that she went so far as to say: looking at
him with great complacency from head to foot, that she really didn’t think it would have been possible, on the longest
notice, to have made much difference in him for the better.
Thus encouraged, Oliver tapped at the study door. On
Mr. Brownlow calling to him to come in, he found himself
in a little back room, quite full of books, with a window,
looking into some pleasant little gardens. There was a table
drawn up before the window, at which Mr. Brownlow was
seated reading. When he saw Oliver, he pushed the book
away from him, and told him to come near the table, and sit
down. Oliver complied; marvelling where the people could
be found to read such a great number of books as seemed to
be written to make the world wiser. Which is still a marvel
to more experienced people than Oliver Twist, every day of
their lives.
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‘There are a good many books, are there not, my boy?’
said Mr. Brownlow, observing the curiosity with which Oliver surveyed the shelves that reached from the floor to the
ceiling.
‘A great number, sir,’ replied Oliver. ‘I never saw so
many.’
‘You shall read them, if you behave well,’ said the old gentleman kindly; ‘and you will like that, better than looking at
the outsides,—that is, some cases; because there are books
of which the backs and covers are by far the best parts.’
‘I suppose they are those heavy ones, sir,’ said Oliver,
pointing to some large quartos, with a good deal of gilding
about the binding.
‘Not always those,’ said the old gentleman, patting Oliver
on the head, and smiling as he did so; ‘there are other equally heavy ones, though of a much smaller size. How should
you like to grow up a clever man, and write books, eh?’
‘I think I would rather read them, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘What! wouldn’t you like to be a book-writer?’ said the
old gentleman.
Oliver considered a little while; and at last said, he should
think it would be a much better thing to be a book-seller;
upon which the old gentleman laughed heartily, and declared he had said a very good thing. Which Oliver felt glad
to have done, though he by no means knew what it was.
‘Well, well,’ said the old gentleman, composing his features. ‘Don’t be afraid! We won’t make an author of you,
while there’s an honest trade to be learnt, or brick-making
to turn to.’
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‘Thank you, sir,’ said Oliver. At the earnest manner of his
reply, the old gentleman laughed again; and said something
about a curious instinct, which Oliver, not understanding,
paid no very great attention to.
‘Now,’ said Mr. Brownlow, speaking if possible in a kinder, but at the same time in a much more serious manner,
than Oliver had ever known him assume yet, ‘I want you
to pay great attention, my boy, to what I am going to say.
I shall talk to you without any reserve; because I am sure
you are well able to understand me, as many older persons
would be.’
‘Oh, don’t tell you are going to send me away, sir, pray!’
exclaimed Oliver, alarmed at the serious tone of the old
gentleman’s commencement! ‘Don’t turn me out of doors
to wander in the streets again. Let me stay here, and be a
servant. Don’t send me back to the wretched place I came
from. Have mercy upon a poor boy, sir!’
‘My dear child,’ said the old gentleman, moved by the
warmth of Oliver’s sudden appeal; ‘you need not be afraid
of my deserting you, unless you give me cause.’
‘I never, never will, sir,’ interposed Oliver.
‘I hope not,’ rejoined the old gentleman. ‘I do not think
you ever will. I have been deceived, before, in the objects
whom I have endeavoured to benefit; but I feel strongly disposed to trust you, nevertheless; and I am more interested
in your behalf than I can well account for, even to myself.
The persons on whom I have bestowed my dearest love, lie
deep in their graves; but, although the happiness and delight of my life lie buried there too, I have not made a coffin
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of my heart, and sealed it up, forever, on my best affections.
Deep affliction has but strengthened and refined them.’
As the old gentleman said this in a low voice: more to
himself than to his companion: and as he remained silent
for a short time afterwards: Oliver sat quite still.
‘Well, well!’ said the old gentleman at length, in a more
cheerful tone, ‘I only say this, because you have a young
heart; and knowing that I have suffered great pain and sorrow, you will be more careful, perhaps, not to wound me
again. You say you are an orphan, without a friend in the
world; all the inquiries I have been able to make, confirm
the statement. Let me hear your story; where you come
from; who brought you up; and how you got into the company in which I found you. Speak the truth, and you shall
not be friendless while I live.’
Oliver’s sobs checked his utterance for some minutes;
when he was on the point of beginning to relate how he had
been brought up at the farm, and carried to the workhouse
by Mr. Bumble, a peculiarly impatient little double-knock
was heard at the street-door: and the servant, running upstairs, announced Mr. Grimwig.
‘Is he coming up?’ inquired Mr. Brownlow.
‘Yes, sir,’ replied the servant. ‘He asked if there were any
muffins in the house; and, when I told him yes, he said he
had come to tea.’
Mr. Brownlow smiled; and, turning to Oliver, said that
Mr. Grimwig was an old friend of his, and he must not mind
his being a little rough in his manners; for he was a worthy
creature at bottom, as he had reason to know.
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‘Shall I go downstairs, sir?’ inquired Oliver.
‘No,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, ‘I would rather you remained
here.’
At this moment, there walked into the room: supporting
himself by a thick stick: a stout old gentleman, rather lame
in one leg, who was dressed in a blue coat, striped waistcoat, nankeen breeches and gaiters, and a broad-brimmed
white hat, with the sides turned up with green. A very smallplaited shirt frill stuck out from his waistcoat; and a very
long steel watch-chain, with nothing but a key at the end,
dangled loosely below it. The ends of his white neckerchief
were twisted into a ball about the size of an orange; the variety of shapes into which his countenance was twisted, defy
description. He had a manner of screwing his head on one
side when he spoke; and of looking out of the corners of
his eyes at the same time: which irresistibly reminded the
beholder of a parrot. In this attitude, he fixed himself, the
moment he made his appearance; and, holding out a small
piece of orange-peel at arm’s length, exclaimed, in a growling, discontented voice.
‘Look here! do you see this! Isn’t it a most wonderful and
extraordinary thing that I can’t call at a man’s house but I
find a piece of this poor surgeon’s friend on the staircase?
I’ve been lamed with orange-peel once, and I know orangepeel will be my death, or I’ll be content to eat my own head,
sir!’
This was the handsome offer with which Mr. Grimwig
backed and confirmed nearly every assertion he made; and
it was the more singular in his case, because, even admitFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ting for the sake of argument, the possibility of scientific
improvements being brought to that pass which will enable
a gentleman to eat his own head in the event of his being so
disposed, Mr. Grimwig’s head was such a particularly large
one, that the most sanguine man alive could hardly entertain a hope of being able to get through it at a sitting—to put
entirely out of the question, a very thick coating of powder.
‘I’ll eat my head, sir,’ repeated Mr. Grimwig, striking his
stick upon the ground. ‘Hallo! what’s that!’ looking at Oliver, and retreating a pace or two.
‘This is young Oliver Twist, whom we were speaking
about,’ said Mr. Brownlow.
Oliver bowed.
‘You don’t mean to say that’s the boy who had the fever,
I hope?’ said Mr. Grimwig, recoiling a little more. ‘Wait
a minute! Don’t speak! Stop—‘ continued Mr. Grimwig,
abruptly, losing all dread of the fever in his triumph at the
discovery; ‘that’s the boy who had the orange! If that’s not
the boy, sir, who had the orange, and threw this bit of peel
upon the staircase, I’ll eat my head, and his too.’
‘No, no, he has not had one,’ said Mr. Brownlow, laughing.
‘Come! Put down your hat; and speak to my young friend.’
‘I feel strongly on this subject, sir,’ said the irritable old
gentleman, drawing off his gloves. ‘There’s always more or
less orange-peel on the pavement in our street; and I KNOW
it’s put there by the surgeon’s boy at the corner. A young
woman stumbled over a bit last night, and fell against my
garden-railings; directly she got up I saw her look towards
his infernal red lamp with the pantomime-light. ‘Don’t go
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to him,’ I called out of the window, ‘he’s an assassin! A mantrap!’ So he is. If he is not—‘ Here the irascible old gentleman
gave a great knock on the ground with his stick; which was
always understood, by his friends, to imply the customary
offer, whenever it was not expressed in words. Then, still
keeping his stick in his hand, he sat down; and, opening a
double eye-glass, which he wore attached to a broad black
riband, took a view of Oliver: who, seeing that he was the
object of inspection, coloured, and bowed again.
‘That’s the boy, is it?’ said Mr. Grimwig, at length.
‘That’s the boy,’ replied Mr. Brownlow.
‘How are you, boy?’ said Mr. Grimwig.
‘A great deal better, thank you, sir,’ replied Oliver.
Mr Brownlow, seeming to apprehend that his singular
friend was about to say something disagreeable, asked Oliver to step downstairs and tell Mrs. Bedwin they were ready
for tea; which, as he did not half like the visitor’s manner, he
was very happy to do.
‘He is a nice-looking boy, is he not?’ inquired Mr. Brownlow.
‘I don’t know,’ replied Mr. Grimwig, pettishly.
‘Don’t know?’
‘No. I don’t know. I never see any difference in boys. I only
knew two sort of boys. Mealy boys, and beef-faced boys.’
‘And which is Oliver?’
‘Mealy. I know a friend who has a beef-faced boy; a fine
boy, they call him; with a round head, and red cheeks, and
glaring eyes; a horrid boy; with a body and limbs that appear to be swelling out of the seams of his blue clothes; with
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the voice of a pilot, and the appetite of a wolf. I know him!
The wretch!’
‘Come,’ said Mr. Brownlow, ‘these are not the characteristics of young Oliver Twist; so he needn’t excite your
wrath.’
‘They are not,’ replied Mr. Grimwig. ‘He may have
worse.’
Here, Mr. Brownlow coughed impatiently; which appeared to afford Mr. Grimwig the most exquisite delight.
‘He may have worse, I say,’ repeated Mr. Grimwig. ‘Where
does he come from! Who is he? What is he? He has had a
fever. What of that? Fevers are not peculiar to good peope;
are they? Bad people have fevers sometimes; haven’t they,
eh? I knew a man who was hung in Jamaica for murdering
his master. He had had a fever six times; he wasn’t recommended to mercy on that account. Pooh! nonsense!’
Now, the fact was, that in the inmost recesses of his
own heart, Mr. Grimwig was strongly disposed to admit
that Oliver’s appearance and manner were unusually prepossessing; but he had a strong appetite for contradiction,
sharpened on this occasion by the finding of the orangepeel; and, inwardly determining that no man should
dictate to him whether a boy was well-looking or not, he
had resolved, from the first, to oppose his friend. When Mr.
Brownlow admitted that on no one point of inquiry could
he yet return a satisfactory answer; and that he had postponed any investigation into Oliver’s previous history until
he thought the boy was strong enough to hear it; Mr. Grimwig chuckled maliciously. And he demanded, with a sneer,
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whether the housekeeper was in the habit of counting the
plate at night; because if she didn’t find a table-spoon or two
missing some sunshiny morning, why, he would be content
to—and so forth.
All this, Mr. Brownlow, although himself somewhat of
an impetuous gentleman: knowing his friend’s peculiarities, bore with great good humour; as Mr. Grimwig, at tea,
was graciously pleased to express his entire approval of the
muffins, matters went on very smoothly; and Oliver, who
made one of the party, began to feel more at his ease than he
had yet done in the fierce old gentleman’s presence.
‘And when are you going to hear at full, true, and particular account of the life and adventures of Oliver Twist?’
asked Grimwig of Mr. Brownlow, at the conclusion of the
meal; looking sideways at Oliver, as he resumed his subject.
‘To-morrow morning,’ replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘I would
rather he was alone with me at the time. Come up to me tomorrow morning at ten o’clock, my dear.’
‘Yes, sir,’ replied Oliver. He answered with some hesitation, because he was confused by Mr. Grimwig’s looking so
hard at him.
‘I’ll tell you what,’ whispered that gentleman to Mr.
Brownlow; ‘he won’t come up to you to-morrow morning. I
saw him hesitate. He is deceiving you, my good friend.’
‘I’ll swear he is not,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, warmly.
‘If he is not,’ said Mr. Grimwig, ‘I’ll—‘ and down went
the stick.
‘I’ll answer for that boy’s truth with my life!’ said Mr.
Brownlow, knocking the table.
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‘And I for his falsehood with my head!’ rejoined Mr.
Grimwig, knocking the table also.
‘We shall see,’ said Mr. Brownlow, checking his rising anger.
‘We will,’ replied Mr. Grimwig, with a provoking smile;
‘we will.’
As fate would have it, Mrs. Bedwin chanced to bring in, at
this moment, a small parcel of books, which Mr. Brownlow
had that morning purchased of the identical bookstallkeeper, who has already figured in this history; having laid
them on the table, she prepared to leave the room.
‘Stop the boy, Mrs. Bedwin!’ said Mr. Brownlow; ‘there is
something to go back.’
‘He has gone, sir,’ replied Mrs. Bedwin.
‘Call after him,’ said Mr. Brownlow; ‘it’s particular. He is
a poor man, and they are not paid for. There are some books
to be taken back, too.’
The street-door was opened. Oliver ran one way; and the
girl ran another; and Mrs. Bedwin stood on the step and
screamed for the boy; but there was no boy in sight. Oliver
and the girl returned, in a breathless state, to report that
there were no tidings of him.
‘Dear me, I am very sorry for that,’ exclaimed Mr. Brownlow; ‘I particularly wished those books to be returned
to-night.’
‘Send Oliver with them,’ said Mr. Grimwig, with an ironical smile; ‘he will be sure to deliver them safely, you know.’
‘Yes; do let me take them, if you please, sir,’ said Oliver.
‘I’ll run all the way, sir.’
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The old gentleman was just going to say that Oliver
should not go out on any account; when a most malicious
cough from Mr. Grimwig determined him that he should;
and that, by his prompt discharge of the commission, he
should prove to him the injustice of his suspicions: on this
head at least: at once.
‘You SHALL go, my dear,’ said the old gentleman. ‘The
books are on a chair by my table. Fetch them down.’
Oliver, delighted to be of use, brought down the books
under his arm in a great bustle; and waited, cap in hand, to
hear what message he was to take.
‘You are to say,’ said Mr. Brownlow, glancing steadily at
Grimwig; ‘you are to say that you have brought those books
back; and that you have come to pay the four pound ten I
owe him. This is a five-pound note, so you will have to bring
me back, ten shillings change.’
‘I won’t be ten minutes, sir,’ said Oliver, eagerly. Having
buttoned up the bank-note in his jacket pocket, and placed
the books carefully under his arm, he made a respectful
bow, and left the room. Mrs. Bedwin followed him to the
street-door, giving him many directions about the nearest
way, and the name of the bookseller, and the name of the
street: all of which Oliver said he clearly understood. Having superadded many injunctions to be sure and not take
cold, the old lady at length permitted him to depart.
‘Bless his sweet face!’ said the old lady, looking after him.
‘I can’t bear, somehow, to let him go out of my sight.’
At this moment, Oliver looked gaily round, and nodded
before he turned the corner. The old lady smilingly returned
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his salutation, and, closing the door, went back, to her own
room.
‘Let me see; he’ll be back in twenty minutes, at the longest,’ said Mr. Brownlow, pulling out his watch, and placing
it on the table. ‘It will be dark by that time.’
‘Oh! you really expect him to come back, do you?’ inquired Mr. Grimwig.
‘Don’t you?’ asked Mr. Brownlow, smiling.
The spirit of contradiction was strong in Mr. Grimwig’s
breast, at the moment; and it was rendered stronger by his
friend’s confident smile.
‘No,’ he said, smiting the table with his fist, ‘I do not. The
boy has a new suit of clothes on his back, a set of valuable
books under his arm, and a five-pound note in his pocket.
He’ll join his old friends the thieves, and laugh at you. If
ever that boy returns to this house, sir, I’ll eat my head.’
With these words he drew his chair closer to the table;
and there the two friends sat, in silent expectation, with the
watch between them.
It is worthy of remark, as illustrating the importance
we attach to our own judgments, and the pride with which
we put forth our most rash and hasty conclusions, that, although Mr. Grimwig was not by any means a bad-hearted
man, and though he would have been unfeignedly sorry to
see his respected friend duped and deceived, he really did
most earnestly and strongly hope at that moment, that Oliver Twist might not come back.
It grew so dark, that the figures on the dial-plate were
scarcely discernible; but there the two old gentlemen con162
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tinued to sit, in silence, with the watch between them.
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CHAPTER XV
SHOWING HOW VERY
FOND OF OLIVER TWIST,
THE MERRY OLD JEW AND
MISS NANCY WERE

I

n the obscure parlour of a low public-house, in the filthiest part of Little Saffron Hill; a dark and gloomy den,
where a flaring gas-light burnt all day in the winter-time;
and where no ray of sun ever shone in the summer: there
sat, brooding over a little pewter measure and a small glass,
strongly impregnated with the smell of liquor, a man in a
velveteen coat, drab shorts, half-boots and stockings, whom
even by that dim light no experienced agent of the police
would have hesitated to recognise as Mr. William Sikes. At
his feet, sat a white-coated, red-eyed dog; who occupied
himself, alternately, in winking at his master with both eyes
at the same time; and in licking a large, fresh cut on one
side of his mouth, which appeared to be the result of some
recent conflict.
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‘Keep quiet, you warmint! Keep quiet!’ said Mr. Sikes,
suddenly breaking silence. Whether his meditations were so
intense as to be disturbed by the dog’s winking, or whether
his feelings were so wrought upon by his reflections that
they required all the relief derivable from kicking an unoffending animal to allay them, is matter for argument and
consideration. Whatever was the cause, the effect was a kick
and a curse, bestowed upon the dog simultaneously.
Dogs are not generally apt to revenge injuries inflicted
upon them by their masters; but Mr. Sikes’s dog, having
faults of temper in common with his owner, and labouring,
perhaps, at this moment, under a powerful sense of injury, made no more ado but at once fixed his teeth in one of
the half-boots. Having given in a hearty shake, he retired,
growling, under a form; just escaping the pewter measure
which Mr. Sikes levelled at his head.
‘You would, would you?’ said Sikes, seizing the poker in
one hand, and deliberately opening with the other a large
clasp-knife, which he drew from his pocket. ‘Come here,
you born devil! Come here! D’ye hear?’
The dog no doubt heard; because Mr. Sikes spoke in the
very harshest key of a very harsh voice; but, appearing to entertain some unaccountable objection to having his throat
cut, he remained where he was, and growled more fiercely
than before: at the same time grasping the end of the poker
between his teeth, and biting at it like a wild beast.
This resistance only infuriated Mr. Sikes the more; who,
dropping on his knees, began to assail the animal most furiously. The dog jumped from right to left, and from left to
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

165

right; snapping, growling, and barking; the man thrust and
swore, and struck and blasphemed; and the struggle was
reaching a most critical point for one or other; when, the
door suddenly opening, the dog darted out: leaving Bill
Sikes with the poker and the clasp-knife in his hands.
There must always be two parties to a quarrel, says the
old adage. Mr. Sikes, being disappointed of the dog’s participation, at once transferred his share in the quarrel to the
new comer.
‘What the devil do you come in between me and my dog
for?’ said Sikes, with a fierce gesture.
‘I didn’t know, my dear, I didn’t know,’ replied Fagin,
humbly; for the Jew was the new comer.
‘Didn’t know, you white-livered thief!’ growled Sikes.
‘Couldn’t you hear the noise?’
‘Not a sound of it, as I’m a living man, Bill,’ replied the
Jew.
‘Oh no! You hear nothing, you don’t,’ retorted Sikes with
a fierce sneer. ‘Sneaking in and out, so as nobody hears how
you come or go! I wish you had been the dog, Fagin, half a
minute ago.’
‘Why?’ inquired the Jew with a forced smile.
‘Cause the government, as cares for the lives of such men
as you, as haven’t half the pluck of curs, lets a man kill a
dog how he likes,’ replied Sikes, shutting up the knife with
a very expressive look; ‘that’s why.’
The Jew rubbed his hands; and, sitting down at the table,
affected to laugh at the pleasantry of his friend. He was obviously very ill at ease, however.
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‘Grin away,’ said Sikes, replacing the poker, and surveying him with savage contempt; ‘grin away. You’ll never have
the laugh at me, though, unless it’s behind a nightcap. I’ve
got the upper hand over you, Fagin; and, d—me, I’ll keep it.
There! If I go, you go; so take care of me.’
‘Well, well, my dear,’ said the Jew, ‘I know all that; we—
we—have a mutual interest, Bill,—a mutual interest.’
‘Humph,’ said Sikes, as if he though the interest lay rather
more on the Jew’s side than on his. ‘Well, what have you got
to say to me?’
‘It’s all passed safe through the melting-pot,’ replied Fagin, ‘and this is your share. It’s rather more than it ought to
be, my dear; but as I know you’ll do me a good turn another
time, and—‘
‘Stow that gammon,’ interposed the robber, impatiently.
‘Where is it? Hand over!’
‘Yes, yes, Bill; give me time, give me time,’ replied the Jew,
soothingly. ‘Here it is! All safe!’ As he spoke, he drew forth
an old cotton handkerchief from his breast; and untying
a large knot in one corner, produced a small brown-paper
packet. Sikes, snatching it from him, hastily opened it; and
proceeded to count the sovereigns it contained.
‘This is all, is it?’ inquired Sikes.
‘All,’ replied the Jew.
‘You haven’t opened the parcel and swallowed one or two
as you come along, have you?’ inquired Sikes, suspiciously.
‘Don’t put on an injured look at the question; you’ve done it
many a time. Jerk the tinkler.’
These words, in plain English, conveyed an injunction to
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ring the bell. It was answered by another Jew: younger than
Fagin, but nearly as vile and repulsive in appearance.
Bill Sikes merely pointed to the empty measure. The Jew,
perfectly understanding the hint, retired to fill it: previously exchanging a remarkable look with Fagin, who raised his
eyes for an instant, as if in expectation of it, and shook his
head in reply; so slightly that the action would have been almost imperceptible to an observant third person. It was lost
upon Sikes, who was stooping at the moment to tie the bootlace which the dog had torn. Possibly, if he had observed the
brief interchange of signals, he might have thought that it
boded no good to him.
‘Is anybody here, Barney?’ inquired Fagin; speaking,
now that that Sikes was looking on, without raising his eyes
from the ground.
‘Dot a shoul,’ replied Barney; whose words: whether they
came from the heart or not: made their way through the
nose.
‘Nobody?’ inquired Fagin, in a tone of surprise: which
perhaps might mean that Barney was at liberty to tell the
truth.
‘Dobody but Biss Dadsy,’ replied Barney.
‘Nancy!’ exclaimed Sikes. ‘Where? Strike me blind, if I
don’t honour that ‘ere girl, for her native talents.’
‘She’s bid havid a plate of boiled beef id the bar,’ replied
Barney.
‘Send her here,’ said Sikes, pouring out a glass of liquor.
‘Send her here.’
Barney looked timidly at Fagin, as if for permission;
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the Jew reamining silent, and not lifting his eyes from the
ground, he retired; and presently returned, ushering in
Nancy; who was decorated with the bonnet, apron, basket,
and street-door key, complete.
‘You are on the scent, are you, Nancy?’ inquired Sikes,
proffering the glass.
‘Yes, I am, Bill,’ replied the young lady, disposing of its
contents; ‘and tired enough of it I am, too. The young brat’s
been ill and confined to the crib; and—‘
‘Ah, Nancy, dear!’ said Fagin, looking up.
Now, whether a peculiar contraction of the Jew’s red eyebrows, and a half closing of his deeply-set eyes, warned Miss
Nancy that she was disposed to be too communicative, is not
a matter of much importance. The fact is all we need care
for here; and the fact is, that she suddenly checked herself,
and with several gracious smiles upon Mr. Sikes, turned the
conversation to other matters. In about ten minutes’ time,
Mr. Fagin was seized with a fit of coughing; upon which
Nancy pulled her shawl over her shoulders, and declared
it was time to go. Mr. Sikes, finding that he was walking
a short part of her way himself, expressed his intention of
accompanying her; they went away together, followed, at a
little distant, by the dog, who slunk out of a back-yard as
soon as his master was out of sight.
The Jew thrust his head out of the room door when Sikes
had left it; looked after him as we walked up the dark passage; shook his clenched fist; muttered a deep curse; and
then, with a horrible grin, reseated himself at the table;
where he was soon deeply absorbed in the interesting pages
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of the Hue-and-Cry.
Meanwhile, Oliver Twist, little dreaming that he was
within so very short a distance of the merry old gentleman,
was on his way to the book-stall. When he got into Clerkenwell, he accidently turned down a by-street which was not
exactly in his way; but not discovering his mistake until he
had got half-way down it, and knowing it must lead in the
right direction, he did not think it worth while to turn back;
and so marched on, as quickly as he could, with the books
under his arm.
He was walking along, thinking how happy and contented he ought to feel; and how much he would give for only
one look at poor little Dick, who, starved and beaten, might
be weeping bitterly at that very moment; when he was startled by a young woman screaming out very loud. ‘Oh, my
dear brother!’ And he had hardly looked up, to see what the
matter was, when he was stopped by having a pair of arms
thrown tight round his neck.
‘Don’t,’ cried Oliver, struggling. ‘Let go of me. Who is it?
What are you stopping me for?’
The only reply to this, was a great number of loud lamentations from the young woman who had embraced him; and
who had a little basket and a street-door key in her hand.
‘Oh my gracious!’ said the young woman, ‘I have found
him! Oh! Oliver! Oliver! Oh you naughty boy, to make me
suffer such distress on your account! Come home, dear,
come. Oh, I’ve found him. Thank gracious goodness heavins,
I’ve found him!’ With these incoherent exclamations, the
young woman burst into another fit of crying, and got so
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dreadfully hysterical, that a couple of women who came up
at the moment asked a butcher’s boy with a shiny head of
hair anointed with suet, who was also looking on, whether
he didn’t think he had better run for the doctor. To which,
the butcher’s boy: who appeared of a lounging, not to say indolent disposition: replied, that he thought not.
‘Oh, no, no, never mind,’ said the young woman, grasping Oliver’s hand; ‘I’m better now. Come home directly, you
cruel boy! Come!’
‘Oh, ma’am,’ replied the young woman, ‘he ran away, near
a month ago, from his parents, who are hard-working and
respectable people; and went and joined a set of thieves and
bad characters; and almost broke his mother’s heart.’
‘Young wretch!’ said one woman.
‘Go home, do, you little brute,’ said the other.
‘I am not,’ replied Oliver, greatly alarmed. ‘I don’t know
her. I haven’t any sister, or father and mother either. I’m an
orphan; I live at Pentonville.’
‘Only hear him, how he braves it out!’ cried the young
woman.
‘Why, it’s Nancy!’ exclaimed Oliver; who now saw her
face for the first time; and started back, in irrepressible astonishment.
‘You see he knows me!’ cried Nancy, appealing to the
bystanders. ‘He can’t help himself. Make him come home,
there’s good people, or he’ll kill his dear mother and father,
and break my heart!’
‘What the devil’s this?’ said a man, bursting out of a beershop, with a white dog at his heels; ‘young Oliver! Come
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home to your poor mother, you young dog! Come home directly.’
‘I don’t belong to them. I don’t know them. Help! help!
cried Oliver, struggling in the man’s powerful grasp.
‘Help!’ repeated the man. ‘Yes; I’ll help you, you young
rascal!
What books are these? You’ve been a stealing ‘em, have
you? Give ‘em here.’ With these words, the man tore the volumes from his grasp, and struck him on the head.
‘That’s right!’ cried a looker-on, from a garret-window.
‘That’s the only way of bringing him to his senses!’
‘To be sure!’ cried a sleepy-faced carpenter, casting an approving look at the garret-window.
‘It’ll do him good!’ said the two women.
‘And he shall have it, too!’ rejoined the man, administering another blow, and seizing Oliver by the collar. ‘Come on,
you young villain! Here, Bull’s-eye, mind him, boy! Mind
him!’
Weak with recent illness; stupified by the blows and the
suddenness of the attack; terrified by the fierce growling of
the dog, and the brutality of the man; overpowered by the
conviction of the bystanders that he really was the hardened little wretch he was described to be; what could one
poor child do! Darkness had set in; it was a low neighborhood; no help was near; resistance was useless. In another
moment he was dragged into a labyrinth of dark narrow
courts, and was forced along them at a pace which rendered
the few cries he dared to give utterance to, unintelligible. It
was of little moment, indeed, whether they were intelligible
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or no; for there was nobody to care for them, had they been
ever so plain.
*********
The gas-lamps were lighted; Mrs. Bedwin was waiting
anxiously at the open door; the servant had run up the
street twenty times to see if there were any traces of Oliver; and still the two old gentlemen sat, perseveringly, in the
dark parlour, with the watch between them.
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CHAPTER XVI
RELATES WHAT BECAME
OF OLIVER TWIST,
AFTER HE HAD BEEN
CLAIMED BY NANCY

T

he narrow streets and courts, at length, terminated in a
large open space; scattered about which, were pens for
beasts, and other indications of a cattle-market. Sikes slackened his pace when they reached this spot: the girl being
quite unable to support any longer, the rapid rate at which
they had hitherto walked. Turning to Oliver, he roughly
commanded him to take hold of Nancy’s hand.
‘Do you hear?’ growled Sikes, as Oliver hesitated, and
looked round.
They were in a dark corner, quite out of the track of passengers.
Oliver saw, but too plainly, that resistance would be of
no avail. He held out his hand, which Nancy clasped tight
in hers.
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‘Give me the other,’ said Sikes, seizing Oliver’s unoccupied hand. ‘Here, Bull’s-Eye!’
The dog looked up, and growled.
‘See here, boy!’ said Sikes, putting his other hand to Oliver’s throat; ‘if he speaks ever so soft a word, hold him! D’ye
mind!’
The dog growled again; and licking his lips, eyed Oliver
as if he were anxious to attach himself to his windpipe without delay.
‘He’s as willing as a Christian, strike me blind if he isn’t!’
said Sikes, regarding the animal with a kind of grim and ferocious approval. ‘Now, you know what you’ve got to expect,
master, so call away as quick as you like; the dog will soon
stop that game. Get on, young’un!’
Bull’s-eye wagged his tail in acknowledgment of this
unusually endearing form of speech; and, giving vent to another admonitory growl for the benefit of Oliver, led the way
onward.
It was Smithfield that they were crossing, although it
might have been Grosvenor Square, for anything Oliver
knew to the contrary. The night was dark and foggy. The
lights in the shops could scarecely struggle through the
heavy mist, which thickened every moment and shrouded
the streets and houses in gloom; rendering the strange place
still stranger in Oliver’s eyes; and making his uncertainty
the more dismal and depressing.
They had hurried on a few paces, when a deep churchbell struck the hour. With its first stroke, his two conductors
stopped, and turned their heads in the direction whence
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

175

the sound proceeded.
‘Eight o’ clock, Bill,’ said Nancy, when the bell ceased.
‘What’s the good of telling me that; I can hear it, can’t I!’
replied Sikes.
‘I wonder whether THEY can hear it,’ said Nancy.
‘Of course they can,’ replied Sikes. ‘It was Bartlemy time
when I was shopped; and there warn’t a penny trumpet in
the fair, as I couldn’t hear the squeaking on. Arter I was
locked up for the night, the row and din outside made the
thundering old jail so silent, that I could almost have beat
my brains out against the iron plates of the door.’
‘Poor fellow!’ said Nancy, who still had her face turned
towards the quarter in which the bell had sounded. ‘Oh, Bill,
such fine young chaps as them!’
‘Yes; that’s all you women think of,’ answered Sikes. ‘Fine
young chaps! Well, they’re as good as dead, so it don’t much
matter.’
With this consolation, Mr. Sikes appeared to repress
a rising tendency to jealousy, and, clasping Oliver’s wrist
more firmly, told him to step out again.
‘Wait a minute!’ said the girl: ‘I wouldn’t hurry by, if it
was you that was coming out to be hung, the next time eight
o’clock struck, Bill. I’d walk round and round the place till
I dropped, if the snow was on the ground, and I hadn’t a
shawl to cover me.’
‘And what good would that do?’ inquired the unsentimental Mr. Sikes. ‘Unless you could pitch over a file and
twenty yards of good stout rope, you might as well be walking fifty mile off, or not walking at all, for all the good it
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would do me. Come on, and don’t stand preaching there.’
The girl burst into a laugh; drew her shawl more closely
round her; and they walked away. But Oliver felt her hand
tremble, and, looking up in her face as they passed a gaslamp, saw that it had turned a deadly white.
They walked on, by little-frequented and dirty ways, for
a full half-hour: meeting very few people, and those appearing from their looks to hold much the same position
in society as Mr. Sikes himself. At length they turned into
a very filthy narrow street, nearly full of old-clothes shops;
the dog running forward, as if conscious that there was no
further occasion for his keeping on guard, stopped before
the door of a shop that was closed and apparently untenanted; the house was in a ruinous condition, and on the
door was nailed a board, intimating that it was to let: which
looked as if it had hung there for many years.
‘All right,’ cried Sikes, glancing cautiously about.
Nancy stooped below the shutters, and Oliver heard the
sound of a bell. They crossed to the opposite side of the
street, and stood for a few moments under a lamp. A noise,
as if a sash window were gently raised, was heard; and soon
afterwards the door softly opened. Mr. Sikes then seized the
terrified boy by the collar with very little ceremony; and all
three were quickly inside the house.
The passage was perfectly dark. They waited, while the
person who had let them in, chained and barred the door.
‘Anybody here?’ inquired Sikes.
‘No,’ replied a voice, which Oliver thought he had heard
before.
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‘Is the old ‘un here?’ asked the robber.
‘Yes,’ replied the voice, ‘and precious down in the mouth
he has been. Won’t he be glad to see you? Oh, no!’
The style of this reply, as well as the voice which delivered
it, seemed familiar to Oliver’s ears: but it was impossible to
distinguish even the form of the speaker in the darkness.
‘Let’s have a glim,’ said Sikes, ‘or we shall go breaking
our necks, or treading on the dog. Look after your legs if
you do!’
‘Stand still a moment, and I’ll get you one,’ replied the
voice. The receding footsteps of the speaker were heard; and,
in another minute, the form of Mr. John Dawkins, otherwise the Artful Dodger, appeared. He bore in his right hand
a tallow candle stuck in the end of a cleft stick.
The young gentleman did not stop to bestow any other
mark of recognition upon Oliver than a humourous grin;
but, turning away, beckoned the visitors to follow him down
a flight of stairs. They crossed an empty kitchen; and, opening the door of a low earthy-smelling room, which seemed
to have been built in a small back-yard, were received with
a shout of laughter.
‘Oh, my wig, my wig!’ cried Master Charles Bates, from
whose lungs the laughter had proceeded: ‘here he is! oh, cry,
here he is! Oh, Fagin, look at him! Fagin, do look at him! I
can’t bear it; it is such a jolly game, I cant’ bear it. Hold me,
somebody, while I laugh it out.’
With this irrepressible ebullition of mirth, Master Bates
laid himself flat on the floor: and kicked convulsively for
five minutes, in an ectasy of facetious joy. Then jumping to
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his feet, he snatched the cleft stick from the Dodger; and,
advancing to Oliver, viewed him round and round; while
the Jew, taking off his nightcap, made a great number of
low bows to the bewildered boy. The Artful, meantime, who
was of a rather saturnine disposition, and seldom gave way
to merriment when it interfered with business, rifled Oliver’s pockets with steady assiduity.
‘Look at his togs, Fagin!’ said Charley, putting the light
so close to his new jacket as nearly to set him on fire. ‘Look
at his togs! Superfine cloth, and the heavy swell cut! Oh, my
eye, what a game! And his books, too! Nothing but a gentleman, Fagin!’
‘Delighted to see you looking so well, my dear,’ said the
Jew, bowing with mock humility. ‘The Artful shall give you
another suit, my dear, for fear you should spoil that Sunday
one. Why didn’t you write, my dear, and say you were coming? We’d have got something warm for supper.’
At his, Master Bates roared again: so loud, that Fagin
himself relaxed, and even the Dodger smiled; but as the
Artful drew forth the five-pound note at that instant, it is
doubtful whether the sally of the discovery awakened his
merriment.
‘Hallo, what’s that?’ inquired Sikes, stepping forward as
the Jew seized the note. ‘That’s mine, Fagin.’
‘No, no, my dear,’ said the Jew. ‘Mine, Bill, mine. You
shall have the books.’
‘If that ain’t mine!’ said Bill Sikes, putting on his hat with
a determined air; ‘mine and Nancy’s that is; I’ll take the boy
back again.’
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The Jew started. Oliver started too, though from a very
different cause; for he hoped that the dispute might really
end in his being taken back.
‘Come! Hand over, will you?’ said Sikes.
‘This is hardly fair, Bill; hardly fair, is it, Nancy?’ inquired
the Jew.
‘Fair, or not fair,’ retorted Sikes, ‘hand over, I tell you! Do
you think Nancy and me has got nothing else to do with our
precious time but to spend it in scouting arter, and kidnapping, every young boy as gets grabbed through you? Give it
here, you avaricious old skeleton, give it here!’
With this gentle remonstrance, Mr. Sikes plucked the
note from between the Jew’s finger and thumb; and looking
the old man coolly in the face, folded it up small, and tied it
in his neckerchief.
‘That’s for our share of the trouble,’ said Sikes; ‘and not
half enough, neither. You may keep the books, if you’re fond
of reading. If you ain’t, sell ‘em.’
‘They’re very pretty,’ said Charley Bates: who, with sundry grimaces, had been affecting to read one of the volumes
in question; ‘beautiful writing, isn’t is, Oliver?’ At sight of
the dismayed look with which Oliver regarded his tormentors, Master Bates, who was blessed with a lively sense of
the ludicrous, fell into another ectasy, more boisterous than
the first.
‘They belong to the old gentleman,’ said Oliver, wringing
his hands; ‘to the good, kind, old gentleman who took me
into his house, and had me nursed, when I was near dying
of the fever. Oh, pray send them back; send him back the
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books and money. Keep me here all my life long; but pray,
pray send them back. He’ll think I stole them; the old lady:
all of them who were so kind to me: will think I stole them.
Oh, do have mercy upon me, and send them back!’
With these words, which were uttered with all the energy
of passionate grief, Oliver fell upon his knees at the Jew’s
feet; and beat his hands together, in perfect desperation.
‘The boy’s right,’ remarked Fagin, looking covertly round,
and knitting his shaggy eyebrows into a hard knot. ‘You’re
right, Oliver, you’re right; they WILL think you have stolen ‘em. Ha! ha!’ chuckled the Jew, rubbing his hands, ‘it
couldn’t have happened better, if we had chosen our time!’
‘Of course it couldn’t,’ replied Sikes; ‘I know’d that, directly I see him coming through Clerkenwell, with the
books under his arm. It’s all right enough. They’re softhearted psalm-singers, or they wouldn’t have taken him
in at all; and they’ll ask no questions after him, fear they
should be obliged to prosecute, and so get him lagged. He’s
safe enough.’
Oliver had looked from one to the other, while these
words were being spoken, as if he were bewildered, and
could scarecely understand what passed; but when Bill Sikes
concluded, he jumped suddenly to his feet, and tore wildly
from the room: uttering shrieks for help, which made the
bare old house echo to the roof.
‘Keep back the dog, Bill!’ cried Nancy, springing before
the door, and closing it, as the Jew and his two pupils darted out in pursuit. ‘Keep back the dog; he’ll tear the boy to
pieces.’
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‘Serve him right!’ cried Sikes, struggling to disengage
himself from the girl’s grasp. ‘Stand off from me, or I’ll split
your head against the wall.’
‘I don’t care for that, Bill, I don’t care for that,’ screamed
the girl, struggling violently with the man, ‘the child shan’t
be torn down by the dog, unless you kill me first.’
‘Shan’t he!’ said Sikes, setting his teeth. ‘I’ll soon do that,
if you don’t keep off.’
The housebreaker flung the girl from him to the further
end of the room, just as the Jew and the two boys returned,
dragging Oliver among them.
‘What’s the matter here!’ said Fagin, looking round.
‘The girl’s gone mad, I think,’ replied Sikes, savagely.
‘No, she hasn’t,’ said Nancy, pale and breathless from the
scuffle; ‘no, she hasn’t, Fagin; don’t think it.’
‘Then keep quiet, will you?’ said the Jew, with a threatening look.
‘No, I won’t do that, neither,’ replied Nancy, speaking
very loud. ‘Come! What do you think of that?’
Mr. Fagin was sufficiently well acquainted with the manners and customs of that particular species of humanity
to which Nancy belonged, to feel tolerably certain that it
would be rather unsafe to prolong any conversation with
her, at present. With the view of diverting the attention of
the company, he turned to Oliver.
‘So you wanted to get away, my dear, did you?’ said the
Jew, taking up a jagged and knotted club which law in a corner of the fireplace; ‘eh?’
Oliver made no reply. But he watched the Jew’s motions,
182

Oliver Twist

and breathed quickly.
‘Wanted to get assistance; called for the police; did you?’
sneered the Jew, catching the boy by the arm. ‘We’ll cure
you of that, my young master.’
The Jew inflicted a smart blow on Oliver’s shoulders with
the club; and was raising it for a second, when the girl, rushing forward, wrested it from his hand. She flung it into the
fire, with a force that brought some of the glowing coals
whirling out into the room.
‘I won’t stand by and see it done, Fagin,’ cried the girl.
‘You’ve got the boy, and what more would you have?—Let
him be—let him be—or I shall put that mark on some of
you, that will bring me to the gallows before my time.’
The girl stamped her foot violently on the floor as she
vented this threat; and with her lips compressed, and her
hands clenched, looked alternately at the Jew and the other
robber: her face quite colourless from the passion of rage
into which she had gradually worked herself.
‘Why, Nancy!’ said the Jew, in a soothing tone; after a
pause, during which he and Mr. Sikes had stared at one another in a disconcerted manner; ‘you,—you’re more clever
than ever to-night. Ha! ha! my dear, you are acting beautifully.’
‘Am I!’ said the girl. ‘Take care I don’t overdo it. You will
be the worse for it, Fagin, if I do; and so I tell you in good
time to keep clear of me.’
There is something about a roused woman: especially if
she add to all her other strong passions, the fierce impulses
of recklessness and despair; which few men like to provoke.
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The Jew saw that it would be hopeless to affect any further
mistake regarding the reality of Miss Nancy’s rage; and,
shrinking involuntarily back a few paces, cast a glance, half
imploring and half cowardly, at Sikes: as if to hint that he
was the fittest person to pursue the dialogue.
Mr. Sikes, thus mutely appealed to; and possibly feeling
his personal pride and influence interested in the immediate reduction of Miss Nancy to reason; gave utterance to
about a couple of score of curses and threats, the rapid production of which reflected great credit on the fertility of his
invention. As they produced no visible effect on the object
against whom they were discharged, however, he resorted
to more tangible arguments.
‘What do you mean by this?’ said Sikes; backing the inquiry with a very common imprecation concerning the
most beautiful of human features: which, if it were heard
above, only once out of every fifty thousand times that it is
uttered below, would render blindness as common a disorder as measles: ‘what do you mean by it? Burn my body! Do
you know who you are, and what you are?’
‘Oh, yes, I know all about it,’ replied the girl, laughing
hysterically; and shaking her head from side to side, with a
poor assumption of indifference.
‘Well, then, keep quiet,’ rejoined Sikes, with a growl like
that he was accustomed to use when addressing his dog, ‘or
I’ll quiet you for a good long time to come.’
The girl laughed again: even less composedly than before;
and, darting a hasty look at Sikes, turned her face aside, and
bit her lip till the blood came.
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‘You’re a nice one,’ added Sikes, as he surveyed her with
a contemptuous air, ‘to take up the humane and gen—teel
side! A pretty subject for the child, as you call him, to make
a friend of!’
‘God Almighty help me, I am!’ cried the girl passionately; ‘and I wish I had been struck dead in the street, or had
changed places with them we passed so near to-night, before I had lent a hand in bringing him here. He’s a thief, a
liar, a devil, all that’s bad, from this night forth. Isn’t that
enough for the old wretch, without blows?’
‘Come, come, Sikes,’ said the Jew appealing to him in a
remonstratory tone, and motioning towards the boys, who
were eagerly attentive to all that passed; ‘we must have civil
words; civil words, Bill.’
‘Civil words!’ cried the girl, whose passion was frightful
to see. ‘Civil words, you villain! Yes, you deserve ‘em from
me. I thieved for you when I was a child not half as old as
this!’ pointing to Oliver. ‘I have been in the same trade, and
in the same service, for twelve years since. Don’t you know
it? Speak out! Don’t you know it?’
‘Well, well,’ replied the Jew, with an attempt at pacification; ‘and, if you have, it’s your living!’
‘Aye, it is!’ returned the girl; not speaking, but pouring
out the words in one continuous and vehement scream. ‘It
is my living; and the cold, wet, dirty streets are my home;
and you’re the wretch that drove me to them long ago, and
that’ll keep me there, day and night, day and night, till I
die!’
‘I shall do you a mischief!’ interposed the Jew, goaded
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by these reproaches; ‘a mischief worse than that, if you say
much more!’
The girl said nothing more; but, tearing her hair and
dress in a transport of passion, made such a rush at the
Jew as would probably have left signal marks of her revenge upon him, had not her wrists been seized by Sikes at
the right moment; upon which, she made a few ineffectual
struggles, and fainted.
‘She’s all right now,’ said Sikes, laying her down in a corner. ‘She’s uncommon strong in the arms, when she’s up in
this way.’
The Jew wiped his forehead: and smiled, as if it were a relief to have the disturbance over; but neither he, nor Sikes,
nor the dog, nor the boys, seemed to consider it in any other
light than a common occurance incidental to business.
‘It’s the worst of having to do with women,’ said the Jew,
replacing his club; ‘but they’re clever, and we can’t get on, in
our line, without ‘em. Charley, show Oliver to bed.’
‘I suppose he’d better not wear his best clothes tomorrow,
Fagin, had he?’ inquired Charley Bates.
‘Certainly not,’ replied the Jew, reciprocating the grin
with which Charley put the question.
Master Bates, apparently much delighted with his commission, took the cleft stick: and led Oliver into an adjacent
kitchen, where there were two or three of the beds on which
he had slept before; and here, with many uncontrollable
bursts of laughter, he produced the identical old suit of
clothes which Oliver had so much congratulated himself
upon leaving off at Mr. Brownlow’s; and the accidental dis186
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play of which, to Fagin, by the Jew who purchased them,
had been the very first clue received, of his whereabout.
‘Put off the smart ones,’ said Charley, ‘and I’ll give ‘em to
Fagin to take care of. What fun it is!’
Poor Oliver unwillingly complied. Master Bates rolling up the new clothes under his arm, departed from the
room, leaving Oliver in the dark, and locking the door behind him.
The noise of Charley’s laughter, and the voice of Miss
Betsy, who opportunely arrived to throw water over her
friend, and perform other feminine offices for the promotion of her recovery, might have kept many people awake
under more happy circumstances than those in which Oliver was placed. But he was sick and weary; and he soon fell
sound asleep.
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CHAPTER XVII
OLIVER’S DESTINY
CONTINUING
UNPROPITIOUS, BRINGS
A GREAT MAN TO
LONDON TO INJURE
HIS REPUTATION

I

t is the custom on the stage, in all good murderous melodramas, to present the tragic and the comic scenes, in as
regular alternation, as the layers of red and white in a side of
streaky bacon. The hero sinks upon his straw bed, weighed
down by fetters and misfortunes; in the next scene, his
faithful but unconscious squire regales the audience with a
comic song. We behold, with throbbing bosoms, the heroine in the grasp of a proud and ruthless baron: her virtue
and her life alike in danger, drawing forth her dagger to
preserve the one at the cost of the other; and just as our ex-
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pectations are wrought up to the highest pitch, a whistle is
heard, and we are straightway transported to the great hall
of the castle; where a grey-headed seneschal sings a funny
chorus with a funnier body of vassals, who are free of all
sorts of places, from church vaults to palaces, and roam
about in company, carolling perpetually.
Such changes appear absurd; but they are not so unnatural as they would seem at first sight. The transitions in
real life from well-spread boards to death-beds, and from
mourning-weeds to holiday garments, are not a whit less
startling; only, there, we are busy actors, instead of passive
lookers-on, which makes a vast difference. The actors in the
mimic life of the theatre, are blind to violent transitions and
abrupt impulses of passion or feeling, which, presented before the eyes of mere spectators, are at once condemned as
outrageous and preposterous.
As sudden shiftings of the scene, and rapid changes of
time and place, are not only sanctioned in books by long
usage, but are by many considered as the great art of authorship: an author’s skill in his craft being, by such critics,
chiefly estimated with relation to the dilemmas in which he
leaves his characters at the end of every chapter: this brief
introduction to the present one may perhaps be deemed unnecessary. If so, let it be considered a delicate intimation on
the part of the historian that he is going back to the town in
which Oliver Twist was born; the reader taking it for granted that there are good and substantial reasons for making
the journey, or he would not be invited to proceed upon
such an expedition.
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Mr. Bumble emerged at early morning from the
workhouse-gate, and walked with portly carriage and commanding steps, up the High Street. He was in the full bloom
and pride of beadlehood; his cocked hat and coat were dazzling in the morning sun; he clutched his cane with the
vigorous tenacity of health and power. Mr. Bumble always
carried his head high; but this morning it was higher than
usual. There was an abstraction in his eye, an elevation in
his air, which might have warned an observant stranger
that thoughts were passing in the beadle’s mind, too great
for utterance.
Mr. Bumble stopped not to converse with the small shopkeepers and others who spoke to him, deferentially, as he
passed along. He merely returned their salutations with a
wave of his hand, and relaxed not in his dignified pace, until he reached the farm where Mrs. Mann tended the infant
paupers with parochial care.
‘Drat that beadle!’ said Mrs. Mann, hearing the wellknown shaking at the garden-gate. ‘If it isn’t him at this
time in the morning! Lauk, Mr. Bumble, only think of its
being you! Well, dear me, it IS a pleasure, this is! Come into
the parlour, sir, please.’
The first sentence was addressed to Susan; and the exclamations of delight were uttered to Mr. Bumble: as the good
lady unlocked the garden-gate: and showed him, with great
attention and respect, into the house.
‘Mrs. Mann,’ said Mr. Bumble; not sitting upon, or dropping himself into a seat, as any common jackanapes would:
but letting himself gradually and slowly down into a chair;
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‘Mrs. Mann, ma’am, good morning.’
‘Well, and good morning to YOU, sir,’ replied Mrs. Mann,
with many smiles; ‘and hoping you find yourself well, sir!’
‘So-so, Mrs. Mann,’ replied the beadle. ‘A porochial life is
not a bed of roses, Mrs. Mann.’
‘Ah, that it isn’t indeed, Mr. Bumble,’ rejoined the lady.
And all the infant paupers might have chorussed the rejoinder with great propriety, if they had heard it.
‘A porochial life, ma’am,’ continued Mr. Bumble, striking the table with his cane, ‘is a life of worrit, and vexation,
and hardihood; but all public characters, as I may say, must
suffer prosecution.’
Mrs. Mann, not very well knowing what the beadle meant,
raised her hands with a look of sympathy, and sighed.
‘Ah! You may well sigh, Mrs. Mann!’ said the beadle.
Finding she had done right, Mrs. Mann sighed again:
evidently to the satisfaction of the public character: who,
repressing a complacent smile by looking sternly at his
cocked hat, said,
‘Mrs. Mann, I am going to London.’
‘Lauk, Mr. Bumble!’ cried Mrs. Mann, starting back.
‘To London, ma’am,’ resumed the inflexible beadle, ‘by
coach. I and two paupers, Mrs. Mann! A legal action is a
coming on, about a settlement; and the board has appointed me—me, Mrs. Mann—to dispose to the matter before
the quarter-sessions at Clerkinwell.
And I very much question,’ added Mr. Bumble, drawing
himself up, ‘whether the Clerkinwell Sessions will not find
themselves in the wrong box before they have done with
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me.’
‘Oh! you mustn’t be too hard upon them, sir,’ said Mrs.
Mann, coaxingly.
‘The Clerkinwell Sessions have brought it upon themselves, ma’am,’ replied Mr. Bumble; ‘and if the Clerkinwell
Sessions find that they come off rather worse than they expected, the Clerkinwell Sessions have only themselves to
thank.’
There was so much determination and depth of purpose
about the menacing manner in which Mr. Bumble delivered himself of these words, that Mrs. Mann appeared quite
awed by them. At length she said,
‘You’re going by coach, sir? I thought it was always usual
to send them paupers in carts.’
‘That’s when they’re ill, Mrs. Mann,’ said the beadle. ‘We
put the sick paupers into open carts in the rainy weather, to
prevent their taking cold.’
‘Oh!’ said Mrs. Mann.
‘The opposition coach contracts for these two; and takes
them cheap,’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘They are both in a very low
state, and we find it would come two pound cheaper to
move ‘em than to bury ‘em—that is, if we can throw ‘em
upon another parish, which I think we shall be able to do, if
they don’t die upon the road to spite us. Ha! ha! ha!’
When Mr. Bumble had laughed a little while, his eyes
again encountered the cocked hat; and he became grave.
‘We are forgetting business, ma’am,’ said the beadle; ‘here
is your porochial stipend for the month.’
Mr. Bumble produced some silver money rolled up in pa192
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per, from his pocket-book; and requested a receipt: which
Mrs. Mann wrote.
‘It’s very much blotted, sir,’ said the farmer of infants;
‘but it’s formal enough, I dare say. Thank you, Mr. Bumble,
sir, I am very much obliged to you, I’m sure.’
Mr. Bumble nodded, blandly, in acknowledgment of Mrs.
Mann’s curtsey; and inquired how the children were.
‘Bless their dear little hearts!’ said Mrs. Mann with emotion, ‘they’re as well as can be, the dears! Of course, except
the two that died last week. And little Dick.’
‘Isn’t that boy no better?’ inquired Mr. Bumble.
Mrs. Mann shook her head.
‘He’s a ill-conditioned, wicious, bad-disposed porochial
child that,’ said Mr. Bumble angrily. ‘Where is he?’
‘I’ll bring him to you in one minute, sir,’ replied Mrs.
Mann. ‘Here, you Dick!’
After some calling, Dick was discovered. Having had
his face put under the pump, and dried upon Mrs. Mann’s
gown, he was led into the awful presence of Mr. Bumble,
the beadle.
The child was pale and thin; his cheeks were sunken; and
his eyes large and bright. The scanty parish dress, the livery of his misery, hung loosely on his feeble body; and his
young limbs had wasted away, like those of an old man.
Such was the little being who stood trembling beneath
Mr. Bumble’s glance; not daring to lift his eyes from the
floor; and dreading even to hear the beadle’s voice.
‘Can’t you look at the gentleman, you obstinate boy?’ said
Mrs. Mann.
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

193

The child meekly raised his eyes, and encountered those
of Mr. Bumble.
‘What’s the matter with you, porochial Dick?’ inquired
Mr. Bumble, with well-timed jocularity.
‘Nothing, sir,’ replied the child faintly.
‘I should think not,’ said Mrs. Mann, who had of course
laughed very much at Mr. Bumble’s humour.
‘You want for nothing, I’m sure.’
‘I should like—‘ faltered the child.
‘Hey-day!’ interposed Mr. Mann, ‘I suppose you’re going
to say that you DO want for something, now? Why, you little wretch—‘
‘Stop, Mrs. Mann, stop!’ said the beadle, raising his hand
with a show of authority. ‘Like what, sir, eh?’
‘I should like,’ said the child, ‘to leave my dear love to
poor Oliver Twist; and to let him know how often I have
sat by myself and cried to think of his wandering about in
the dark nights with nobody to help him. And I should like
to tell him,’ said the child pressing his small hands together, and speaking with great fervour, ‘that I was glad to die
when I was very young; for, perhaps, if I had lived to be a
man, and had grown old, my little sister who is in Heaven,
might forget me, or be unlike me; and it would be so much
happier if we were both children there together.’
Mr. Bumble surveyed the little speaker, from head to
foot, with indescribable astonishment; and, turning to his
companion, said, ‘They’re all in one story, Mrs. Mann. That
out-dacious Oliver had demogalized them all!’
‘I couldn’t have believed it, sir’ said Mrs Mann, holding
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up her hands, and looking malignantly at Dick. ‘I never see
such a hardened little wretch!’
‘Take him away, ma’am!’ said Mr. Bumble imperiously.
‘This must be stated to the board, Mrs. Mann.
‘I hope the gentleman will understand that it isn’t my
fault, sir?’ said Mrs. Mann, whimpering pathetically.
‘They shall understand that, ma’am; they shall be acquainted with the true state of the case,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘There; take him away, I can’t bear the sight on him.’
Dick was immediately taken away, and locked up in the
coal-cellar. Mr. Bumble shortly afterwards took himself off,
to prepare for his journey.
At six o’clock next morning, Mr. Bumble: having exchanged his cocked hat for a round one, and encased his
person in a blue great-coat with a cape to it: took his place
on the outside of the coach, accompanied by the criminals
whose settlement was disputed; with whom, in due course
of time, he arrived in London.
He experienced no other crosses on the way, than those
which originated in the perverse behaviour of the two paupers, who persisted in shivering, and complaining of the
cold, in a manner which, Mr. Bumble declared, caused his
teeth to chatter in his head, and made him feel quite uncomfortable; although he had a great-coat on.
Having disposed of these evil-minded persons for the
night, Mr. Bumble sat himself down in the house at which
the coach stopped; and took a temperate dinner of steaks,
oyster sauce, and porter. Putting a glass of hot gin-and-water on the chimney-piece, he drew his chair to the fire; and,
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with sundry moral reflections on the too-prevalent sin of
discontent and complaining, composed himself to read the
paper.
The very first paragraph upon which Mr. Bumble’s eye
rested, was the following advertisement.
‘FIVE GUINEAS REWARD
‘Whereas a young boy, named Oliver Twist, absconded,
or was enticed, on Thursday evening last, from his home,
at Pentonville; and has not since been heard of. The above
reward will be paid to any person who will give such information as will lead to the discovery of the said Oliver
Twist, or tend to throw any light upon his previous history,
in which the advertiser is, for many reasons, warmly interested.’
And then followed a full description of Oliver’s dress,
person, appearance, and disappearance: with the name and
address of Mr. Brownlow at full length.
Mr. Bumble opened his eyes; read the advertisement,
slowly and carefully, three several times; and in something more than five minutes was on his way to Pentonville:
having actually, in his excitement, left the glass of hot ginand-water, untasted.
‘Is Mr. Brownlow at home?’ inquired Mr. Bumble of the
girl who opened the door.
To this inquiry the girl returned the not uncommon, but
rather evasive reply of ‘I don’t know; where do you come
from?’
Mr. Bumble no sooner uttered Oliver’s name, in explanation of his errand, than Mrs. Bedwin, who had been
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listening at the parlour door, hastened into the passage in a
breathless state.
‘Come in, come in,’ said the old lady: ‘I knew we should
hear of him. Poor dear! I knew we should! I was certain of
it. Bless his heart! I said so all along.’
Having heard this, the worthy old lady hurried back into
the parlour again; and seating herself on a sofa, burst into
tears. The girl, who was not quite so susceptible, had run
upstairs meanwhile; and now returned with a request that
Mr. Bumble would follow her immediately: which he did.
He was shown into the little back study, where sat Mr.
Brownlow and his friend Mr. Grimwig, with decanters and
glasses before them. The latter gentleman at once burst into
the exclamation:
‘A beadle. A parish beadle, or I’ll eat my head.’
‘Pray don’t interrupt just now,’ said Mr. Brownlow. ‘Take
a seat, will you?’
Mr. Bumble sat himself down; quite confounded by the
oddity of Mr. Grimwig’s manner. Mr. Brownlow moved the
lamp, so as to obtain an uninterrupted view of the beadle’s
countenance; and said, with a little impatience,
‘Now, sir, you come in consequence of having seen the
advertisement?’
‘Yes, sir,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘And you ARE a beadle, are you not?’ inquired Mr. Grimwig.
‘I am a porochial beadle, gentlemen,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble proudly.
‘Of course,’ observed Mr. Grimwig aside to his friend, ‘I
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knew he was. A beadle all over!’
Mr. Brownlow gently shook his head to impose silence
on his friend, and resumed:
‘Do you know where this poor boy is now?’
‘No more than nobody,’ replied Mr. Bumble.
‘Well, what DO you know of him?’ inquired the old gentleman. ‘Speak out, my friend, if you have anything to say.
What DO you know of him?’
‘You don’t happen to know any good of him, do you?’
said Mr. Grimwig, caustically; after an attentive perusal of
Mr. Bumble’s features.
Mr. Bumble, catching at the inquiry very quickly, shook
his head with portentous solemnity.
‘You see?’ said Mr. Grimwig, looking triumphantly at Mr.
Brownlow.
Mr. Brownlow looked apprehensively at Mr. Bumble’s
pursed-up countenance; and requested him to communicate what he knew regarding Oliver, in as few words as
possible.
Mr. Bumble put down his hat; unbuttoned his coat; folded his arms; inclined his head in a retrospective manner;
and, after a few moments’ reflection, commenced his story.
It would be tedious if given in the beadle’s words: occupying, as it did, some twenty minutes in the telling; but
the sum and substance of it was, that Oliver was a foundling, born of low and vicious parents. That he had, from his
birth, displayed no better qualities than treachery, ingratitude, and malice. That he had terminated his brief career in
the place of his birth, by making a sanguinary and coward198
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ly attack on an unoffending lad, and running away in the
night-time from his master’s house. In proof of his really
being the person he represented himself, Mr. Bumble laid
upon the table the papers he had brought to town. Folding
his arms again, he then awaited Mr. Brownlow’s observations.
‘I fear it is all too true,’ said the old gentleman sorrowfully, after looking over the papers. ‘This is not much for
your intelligence; but I would gladly have given you treble
the money, if it had been favourable to the boy.’
It is not improbable that if Mr. Bumble had been possessed of this information at an earlier period of the
interview, he might have imparted a very different colouring to his little history. It was too late to do it now, however;
so he shook his head gravely, and, pocketing the five guineas, withdrew.
Mr. Brownlow paced the room to and fro for some minutes; evidently so much disturbed by the beadle’s tale, that
even Mr. Grimwig forbore to vex him further.
At length he stopped, and rang the bell violently.
‘Mrs. Bedwin,’ said Mr. Brownlow, when the housekeeper appeared; ‘that boy, Oliver, is an imposter.’
‘It can’t be, sir. It cannot be,’ said the old lady energetically.
‘I tell you he is,’ retorted the old gentleman. ‘What do you
mean by can’t be? We have just heard a full account of him
from his birth; and he has been a thorough-paced little villain, all his life.’
‘I never will believe it, sir,’ replied the old lady, firmly.
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‘Never!’
‘You old women never believe anything but quack-doctors, and lying story-books,’ growled Mr. Grimwig. ‘I knew
it all along. Why didn’t you take my advise in the beginning;
you would if he hadn’t had a fever, I suppose, eh? He was interesting, wasn’t he? Interesting! Bah!’ And Mr. Grimwig
poked the fire with a flourish.
‘He was a dear, grateful, gentle child, sir,’ retorted Mrs.
Bedwin, indignantly. ‘I know what children are, sir; and
have done these forty years; and people who can’t say the
same, shouldn’t say anything about them. That’s my opinion!’
This was a hard hit at Mr. Grimwig, who was a bachelor. As it extorted nothing from that gentleman but a smile,
the old lady tossed her head, and smoothed down her apron
preparatory to another speech, when she was stopped by
Mr. Brownlow.
‘Silence!’ said the old gentleman, feigning an anger he
was far from feeling. ‘Never let me hear the boy’s name
again. I rang to tell you that. Never. Never, on any pretence,
mind! You may leave the room, Mrs. Bedwin. Remember! I
am in earnest.’
There were sad hearts at Mr. Brownlow’s that night.
Oliver’s heart sank within him, when he thought of his
good friends; it was well for him that he could not know
what they had heard, or it might have broken outright.
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CHAPTER XVIII
HOW OLIVER PASSED
HIS TIME IN THE
IMPROVING SOCIETY OF
HIS REPUTABLE FRIENDS

A

bout noon next day, when the Dodger and Master Bates
had gone out to pursue their customary avocations, Mr.
Fagin took the opportunity of reading Oliver a long lecture
on the crying sin of ingratitude; of which he clearly demonstrated he had been guilty, to no ordinary extent, in wilfully
absenting himself from the society of his anxious friends;
and, still more, in endeavouring to escape from them after so much trouble and expense had been incurred in his
recovery. Mr. Fagin laid great stress on the fact of his having taken Oliver in, and cherished him, when, without his
timely aid, he might have perished with hunger; and he related the dismal and affecting history of a young lad whom,
in his philanthropy, he had succoured under parallel circumstances, but who, proving unworthy of his confidence
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and evincing a desire to communicate with the police, had
unfortunately come to be hanged at the Old Bailey one
morning. Mr. Fagin did not seek to conceal his share in the
catastrophe, but lamented with tears in his eyes that the
wrong-headed and treacherous behaviour of the young person in question, had rendered it necessary that he should
become the victim of certain evidence for the crown: which,
if it were not precisely true, was indispensably necessary for
the safety of him (Mr. Fagin) and a few select friends. Mr.
Fagin concluded by drawing a rather disagreeable picture
of the discomforts of hanging; and, with great friendliness
and politeness of manner, expressed his anxious hopes that
he might never be obliged to submit Oliver Twist to that unpleasant operation.
Little Oliver’s blood ran cold, as he listened to the Jew’s
words, and imperfectly comprehended the dark threats
conveyed in them. That it was possible even for justice itself
to confound the innocent with the guilty when they were in
accidental companionship, he knew already; and that deeply-laid plans for the destruction of inconveniently knowing
or over-communicative persons, had been really devised
and carried out by the Jew on more occasions than one, he
thought by no means unlikely, when he recollected the general nature of the altercations between that gentleman and
Mr. Sikes: which seemed to bear reference to some foregone
conspiracy of the kind. As he glanced timidly up, and met
the Jew’s searching look, he felt that his pale face and trembling limbs were neither unnoticed nor unrelished by that
wary old gentleman.
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The Jew, smiling hideously, patted Oliver on the head,
and said, that if he kept himself quiet, and applied himself to business, he saw they would be very good friends
yet. Then, taking his hat, and covering himself with an old
patched great-coat, he went out, and locked the room-door
behind him.
And so Oliver remained all that day, and for the greater
part of many subsequent days, seeing nobody, between early morning and midnight, and left during the long hours to
commune with his own thoughts. Which, never failing to
revert to his kind friends, and the opinion they must long
ago have formed of him, were sad indeed.
After the lapse of a week or so, the Jew left the room-door
unlocked; and he was at liberty to wander about the house.
It was a very dirty place. The rooms upstairs had great
high wooden chimney-pieces and large doors, with panelled walls and cornices to the ceiling; which, although they
were black with neglect and dust, were ornamented in various ways. From all of these tokens Oliver concluded that a
long time ago, before the old Jew was born, it had belonged
to better people, and had perhaps been quite gay and handsome: dismal and dreary as it looked now.
Spiders had built their webs in the angles of the walls
and ceilings; and sometimes, when Oliver walked softly
into a room, the mice would scamper across the floor, and
run back terrified to their holes. With these exceptions,
there was neither sight nor sound of any living thing; and
often, when it grew dark, and he was tired of wandering
from room to room, he would crouch in the corner of the
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passage by the street-door, to be as near living people as he
could; and would remain there, listening and counting the
hours, until the Jew or the boys returned.
In all the rooms, the mouldering shutters were fast
closed: the bars which held them were screwed tight into
the wood; the only light which was admitted, stealing its
way through round holes at the top: which made the rooms
more gloomy, and filled them with strange shadows. There
was a back-garret window with rusty bars outside, which
had no shutter; and out of this, Oliver often gazed with a
melancholy face for hours together; but nothing was to be
descried from it but a confused and crowded mass of housetops, blackened chimneys, and gable-ends. Sometimes,
indeed, a grizzly head might be seen, peering over the parapet-wall of a distant house; but it was quickly withdrawn
again; and as the window of Oliver’s observatory was nailed
down, and dimmed with the rain and smoke of years, it was
as much as he could do to make out the forms of the different objects beyond, without making any attempt to be seen
or heard,—which he had as much chance of being, as if he
had lived inside the ball of St. Paul’s Cathedral.
One afternoon, the Dodger and Master Bates being engaged out that evening, the first-named young gentleman
took it into his head to evince some anxiety regarding the
decoration of his person (to do him justice, this was by no
means an habitual weakness with him); and, with this end
and aim, he condescendingly commanded Oliver to assist
him in his toilet, straightway.
Oliver was but too glad to make himself useful; too happy
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to have some faces, however bad, to look upon; too desirous
to conciliate those about him when he could honestly do so;
to throw any objection in the way of this proposal. So he
at once expressed his readiness; and, kneeling on the floor,
while the Dodger sat upon the table so that he could take
his foot in his laps, he applied himself to a process which
Mr. Dawkins designated as ‘japanning his trotter-cases.’
The phrase, rendered into plain English, signifieth, cleaning his boots.
Whether it was the sense of freedom and independence
which a rational animal may be supposed to feel when he
sits on a table in an easy attitude smoking a pipe, swinging
one leg carelessly to and fro, and having his boots cleaned
all the time, without even the past trouble of having taken
them off, or the prospective misery of putting them on, to
disturb his reflections; or whether it was the goodness of
the tobacco that soothed the feelings of the Dodger, or the
mildness of the beer that mollified his thoughts; he was evidently tinctured, for the nonce, with a spice of romance and
enthusiasm, foreign to his general nature. He looked down
on Oliver, with a thoughtful countenance, for a brief space;
and then, raising his head, and heaving a gentle sign, said,
half in abstraction, and half to Master Bates:
‘What a pity it is he isn’t a prig!’
‘Ah!’ said Master Charles Bates; ‘he don’t know what’s
good for him.’
The Dodger sighed again, and resumed his pipe: as did
Charley Bates. They both smoked, for some seconds, in silence.
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‘I suppose you don’t even know what a prig is?’ said the
Dodger mournfully.
‘I think I know that,’ replied Oliver, looking up. ‘It’s a
the—; you’re one, are you not?’ inquired Oliver, checking
himself.
‘I am,’ replied the Doger. ‘I’d scorn to be anything else.’
Mr. Dawkins gave his hat a ferocious cock, after delivering
this sentiment, and looked at Master Bates, as if to denote
that he would feel obliged by his saying anything to the contrary.
‘I am,’ repeated the Dodger. ‘So’s Charley. So’s Fagin. So’s
Sikes. So’s Nancy. So’s Bet. So we all are, down to the dog.
And he’s the downiest one of the lot!’
‘And the least given to peaching,’ added Charley Bates.
‘He wouldn’t so much as bark in a witness-box, for fear
of committing himself; no, not if you tied him up in one,
and left him there without wittles for a fortnight,’ said the
Dodger.
‘Not a bit of it,’ observed Charley.
‘He’s a rum dog. Don’t he look fierce at any strange cove
that laughs or sings when he’s in company!’ pursued the
Dodger. ‘Won’t he growl at all, when he hears a fiddle playing! And don’t he hate other dogs as ain’t of his breed! Oh,
no!’
‘He’s an out-and-out Christian,’ said Charley.
This was merely intended as a tribute to the animal’s abilities, but it was an appropriate remark in another sense, if
Master Bates had only known it; for there are a good many
ladies and gentlemen, claiming to be out-and-out Chris206
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tians, between whom, and Mr. Sikes’ dog, there exist strong
and singular points of resemblance.
‘Well, well,’ said the Dodger, recurring to the point from
which they had strayed: with that mindfulness of his profession which influenced all his proceedings. ‘This hasn’t go
anything to do with young Green here.’
‘No more it has,’ said Charley. ‘Why don’t you put yourself under Fagin, Oliver?’
‘And make your fortun’ out of hand?’ added the Dodger,
with a grin.
‘And so be able to retire on your property, and do the genteel: as I mean to, in the very next leap-year but four that
ever comes, and the forty-second Tuesday in Trinity-week,’
said Charley Bates.
‘I don’t like it,’ rejoined Oliver, timidly; ‘I wish they would
let me go. I—I—would rather go.’
‘And Fagin would RATHER not!’ rejoined Charley.
Oliver knew this too well; but thinking it might be dangerous to express his feelings more openly, he only sighed,
and went on with his boot-cleaning.
‘Go!’ exclaimed the Dodger. ‘Why, where’s your spirit?’
Don’t you take any pride out of yourself? Would you go and
be dependent on your friends?’
‘Oh, blow that!’ said Master Bates: drawing two or three
silk handkerchiefs from his pocket, and tossing them into a
cupboard, ‘that’s too mean; that is.’
‘I couldn’t do it,’ said the Dodger, with an air of haughty
disgust.
‘You can leave your friends, though,’ said Oliver with a
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half smile; ‘and let them be punished for what you did.’
‘That,’ rejoined the Dodger, with a wave of his pipe, ‘That
was all out of consideration for Fagin, ‘cause the traps know
that we work together, and he might have got into trouble
if we hadn’t made our lucky; that was the move, wasn’t it,
Charley?’
Master Bates nodded assent, and would have spoken, but
the recollection of Oliver’s flight came so suddenly upon
him, that the smoke he was inhaling got entagled with a
laugh, and went up into his head, and down into his throat:
and brought on a fit of coughing and stamping, about five
minutes long.
‘Look here!’ said the Dodger, drawing forth a handful of
shillings and halfpence. ‘Here’s a jolly life! What’s the odds
where it comes from? Here, catch hold; there’s plenty more
where they were took from. You won’t, won’t you? Oh, you
precious flat!’
‘It’s naughty, ain’t it, Oliver?’ inquired Charley Bates.
‘He’ll come to be scragged, won’t he?’
‘I don’t know what that means,’ replied Oliver.
‘Something in this way, old feller,’ said Charly. As he said
it, Master Bates caught up an end of his neckerchief; and,
holding it erect in the air, dropped his head on his shoulder, and jerked a curious sound through his teeth; thereby
indicating, by a lively pantomimic representation, that
scragging and hanging were one and the same thing.
‘That’s what it means,’ said Charley. ‘Look how he stares,
Jack!
I never did see such prime company as that ‘ere boy; he’ll
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be the death of me, I know he will.’ Master Charley Bates,
having laughed heartily again, resumed his pipe with tears
in his eyes.
‘You’ve been brought up bad,’ said the Dodger, surveying
his boots with much satisfaction when Oliver had polished
them. ‘Fagin will make something of you, though, or you’ll
be the first he ever had that turned out unprofitable. You’d
better begin at once; for you’ll come to the trade long before
you think of it; and you’re only losing time, Oliver.’
Master Bates backed this advice with sundry moral admonitions of his own: which, being exhausted, he and his
friend Mr. Dawkins launched into a glowing description of
the numerous pleasures incidental to the life they led, interspersed with a variety of hints to Oliver that the best
thing he could do, would be to secure Fagin’s favour without more delay, by the means which they themselves had
employed to gain it.
‘And always put this in your pipe, Nolly,’ said the Dodger,
as the Jew was heard unlocking the door above, ‘if you don’t
take fogels and tickers—‘
‘What’s the good of talking in that way?’ interposed Master Bates; ‘he don’t know what you mean.’
‘If you don’t take pocket-handkechers and watches,’ said
the Dodger, reducing his conversation to the level of Oliver’s capacity, ‘some other cove will; so that the coves that
lose ‘em will be all the worse, and you’ll be all the worse,
too, and nobody half a ha’p’orth the better, except the chaps
wot gets them—and you’ve just as good a right to them as
they have.’
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‘To be sure, to be sure!’ said the Jew, who had entered unseen by Oliver. ‘It all lies in a nutshell my dear; in a nutshell,
take the Dodger’s word for it. Ha! ha! ha! He understands
the catechism of his trade.’
The old man rubbed his hands gleefully together, as he
corroborated the Dodger’s reasoning in these terms; and
chuckled with delight at his pupil’s proficiency.
The conversation proceeded no farther at this time, for
the Jew had returned home accompanied by Miss Betsy,
and a gentleman whom Oliver had never seen before, but
who was accosted by the Dodger as Tom Chitling; and who,
having lingered on the stairs to exchange a few gallantries
with the lady, now made his appearance.
Mr. Chitling was older in years than the Dodger: having
perhaps numbered eighteen winters; but there was a degree
of deference in his deportment towards that young gentleman which seemed to indicate that he felt himself conscious
of a slight inferiority in point of genius and professional
aquirements. He had small twinkling eyes, and a pockmarked face; wore a fur cap, a dark corduroy jacket, greasy
fustian trousers, and an apron. His wardrobe was, in truth,
rather out of repair; but he excused himself to the company by stating that his ‘time’ was only out an hour before;
and that, in consequence of having worn the regimentals
for six weeks past, he had not been able to bestow any attention on his private clothes. Mr. Chitling added, with strong
marks of irritation, that the new way of fumigating clothes
up yonder was infernal unconstitutional, for it burnt holes
in them, and there was no remedy against the County. The
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same remark he considered to apply to the regulation mode
of cutting the hair: which he held to be decidedly unlawful. Mr. Chitling wound up his observations by stating that
he had not touched a drop of anything for forty-two moral
long hard-working days; and that he ‘wished he might be
busted if he warn’t as dry as a lime-basket.’
‘Where do you think the gentleman has come from, Oliver?’ inquired the Jew, with a grin, as the other boys put a
bottle of spirits on the table.
‘I—I—don’t know, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘Who’s that?’ inquired Tom Chitling, casting a contemptuous look at Oliver.
‘A young friend of mine, my dear,’ replied the Jew.
‘He’s in luck, then,’ said the young man, with a meaning
look at Fagin. ‘Never mind where I came from, young ‘un;
you’ll find your way there, soon enough, I’ll bet a crown!’
At this sally, the boys laughed. After some more jokes on
the same subject, they exchanged a few short whispers with
Fagin; and withdrew.
After some words apart between the last comer and Fagin, they drew their chairs towards the fire; and the Jew,
telling Oliver to come and sit by him, led the conversation
to the topics most calculated to interest his hearers. These
were, the great advantages of the trade, the proficiency of
the Dodger, the amiability of Charley Bates, and the liberality of the Jew himself. At length these subjects displayed
signs of being thoroughly exhausted; and Mr. Chitling did
the same: for the house of correction becomes fatiguing after a week or two. Miss Betsy accordingly withdrew; and left
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the party to their repose.
From this day, Oliver was seldom left alone; but was
placed in almost constant communication with the two
boys, who played the old game with the Jew every day:
whether for their own improvement or Oliver’s, Mr. Fagin best knew. At other times the old man would tell them
stories of robberies he had committed in his younger days:
mixed up with so much that was droll and curious, that Oliver could not help laughing heartily, and showing that he
was amused in spite of all his better feelings.
In short, the wily old Jew had the boy in his toils. Having
prepared his mind, by solitude and gloom, to prefer any society to the companionship of his own sad thoughts in such
a dreary place, he was now slowly instilling into his soul
the poison which he hoped would blacken it, and change
its hue for ever.
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CHAPTER XIX
IN WHICH A NOTABLE
PLAN IS DISCUSSED AND
DETERMINED ON

I

t was a chill, damp, windy night, when the Jew: buttoning
his great-coat tight round his shrivelled body, and pulling the collar up over his ears so as completely to obscure
the lower part of his face: emerged from his den. He paused
on the step as the door was locked and chained behind him;
and having listened while the boys made all secure, and until their retreating footsteps were no longer audible, slunk
down the street as quickly as he could.
The house to which Oliver had been conveyed, was in the
neighborhood of Whitechapel. The Jew stopped for an instant at the corner of the street; and, glancing suspiciously
round, crossed the road, and struck off in the direction of
the Spitalfields.
The mud lay thick upon the stones, and a black mist hung
over the streets; the rain fell sluggishly down, and everything felt cold and clammy to the touch. It seemed just the
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night when it befitted such a being as the Jew to be abroad.
As he glided stealthily along, creeping beneath the shelter of
the walls and doorways, the hideous old man seemed like
some loathsome reptile, engendered in the slime and darkness through which he moved: crawling forth, by night, in
search of some rich offal for a meal.
He kept on his course, through many winding and narrow ways, until he reached Bethnal Green; then, turning
suddenly off to the left, he soon became involved in a maze
of the mean and dirty streets which abound in that close
and densely-populated quarter.
The Jew was evidently too familiar with the ground he
traversed to be at all bewildered, either by the darkness of
the night, or the intricacies of the way. He hurried through
several alleys and streets, and at length turned into one,
lighted only by a single lamp at the farther end. At the door
of a house in this street, he knocked; having exchanged
a few muttered words with the person who opened it, he
walked upstairs.
A dog growled as he touched the handle of a room-door;
and a man’s voice demanded who was there.
‘Only me, Bill; only me, my dear,’ said the Jew looking
in.
‘Bring in your body then,’ said Sikes. ‘Lie down, you
stupid brute! Don’t you know the devil when he’s got a greatcoat on?’
Apparently, the dog had been somewhat deceived by Mr.
Fagin’s outer garment; for as the Jew unbuttoned it, and
threw it over the back of a chair, he retired to the corner
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from which he had risen: wagging his tail as he went, to
show that he was as well satisfied as it was in his nature to
be.
‘Well!’ said Sikes.
‘Well, my dear,’ replied the Jew.—‘Ah! Nancy.’
The latter recognition was uttered with just enough of
embarrassment to imply a doubt of its reception; for Mr.
Fagin and his young friend had not met, since she had interfered in behalf of Oliver. All doubts upon the subject, if he
had any, were speedily removed by the young lady’s behaviour. She took her feet off the fender, pushed back her chair,
and bade Fagin draw up his, without saying more about it:
for it was a cold night, and no mistake.
‘It is cold, Nancy dear,’ said the Jew, as he warmed his
skinny hands over the fire. ‘It seems to go right through
one,’ added the old man, touching his side.
‘It must be a piercer, if it finds its way through your heart,’
said Mr. Sikes. ‘Give him something to drink, Nancy. Burn
my body, make haste! It’s enough to turn a man ill, to see
his lean old carcase shivering in that way, like a ugly ghost
just rose from the grave.’
Nancy quickly brought a bottle from a cupboard, in
which there were many: which, to judge from the diversity
of their appearance, were filled with several kinds of liquids.
Sikes pouring out a glass of brandy, bade the Jew drink it
off.
‘Quite enough, quite, thankye, Bill,’ replied the Jew, putting down the glass after just setting his lips to it.
‘What! You’re afraid of our getting the better of you, are
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you?’ inquired Sikes, fixing his eyes on the Jew. ‘Ugh!’
With a hoarse grunt of contempt, Mr. Sikes seized the
glass, and threw the remainder of its contents into the ashes: as a preparatory ceremony to filling it again for himself:
which he did at once.
The Jew glanced round the room, as his companion
tossed down the second glassful; not in curiousity, for he
had seen it often before; but in a restless and suspicious
manner habitual to him. It was a meanly furnished apartment, with nothing but the contents of the closet to induce
the belief that its occupier was anything but a working man;
and with no more suspicious articles displayed to view than
two or three heavy bludgeons which stood in a corner, and
a ‘life-preserver’ that hung over the chimney-piece.
‘There,’ said Sikes, smacking his lips. ‘Now I’m ready.’
‘For business?’ inquired the Jew.
‘For business,’ replied Sikes; ‘so say what you’ve got to
say.’
‘About the crib at Chertsey, Bill?’ said the Jew, drawing
his chair forward, and speaking in a very low voice.
‘Yes. Wot about it?’ inquired Sikes.
‘Ah! you know what I mean, my dear,’ said the Jew. ‘He
knows what I mean, Nancy; don’t he?’
‘No, he don’t,’ sneered Mr. Sikes. ‘Or he won’t, and that’s
the same thing. Speak out, and call things by their right
names; don’t sit there, winking and blinking, and talking
to me in hints, as if you warn’t the very first that thought
about the robbery. Wot d’ye mean?’
‘Hush, Bill, hush!’ said the Jew, who had in vain attempt216

Oliver Twist

ed to stop this burst of indignation; ‘somebody will hear us,
my dear. Somebody will hear us.’
‘Let ‘em hear!’ said Sikes; ‘I don’t care.’ But as Mr. Sikes
DID care, on reflection, he dropped his voice as he said the
words, and grew calmer.
‘There, there,’ said the Jew, coaxingly. ‘It was only my
caution, nothing more. Now, my dear, about that crib at
Chertsey; when is it to be done, Bill, eh? When is it to be
done? Such plate, my dear, such plate!’ said the Jew: rubbing his hands, and elevating his eyebrows in a rapture of
anticipation.
‘Not at all,’ replied Sikes coldly.
‘Not to be done at all!’ echoed the Jew, leaning back in
his chair.
‘No, not at all,’ rejoined Sikes. ‘At least it can’t be a put-up
job, as we expected.’
‘Then it hasn’t been properly gone about,’ said the Jew,
turning pale with anger. ‘Don’t tell me!’
‘But I will tell you,’ retorted Sikes. ‘Who are you that’s
not to be told? I tell you that Toby Crackit has been hanging
about the place for a fortnight, and he can’t get one of the
servants in line.’
‘Do you mean to tell me, Bill,’ said the Jew: softening as
the other grew heated: ‘that neither of the two men in the
house can be got over?’
‘Yes, I do mean to tell you so,’ replied Sikes. ‘The old lady
has had ‘em these twenty years; and if you were to give ‘em
five hundred pound, they wouldn’t be in it.’
‘But do you mean to say, my dear,’ remonstrated the Jew,
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‘that the women can’t be got over?’
‘Not a bit of it,’ replied Sikes.
‘Not by flash Toby Crackit?’ said the Jew incredulously.
‘Think what women are, Bill,’
‘No; not even by flash Toby Crackit,’ replied Sikes. ‘He
says he’s worn sham whiskers, and a canary waistcoat, the
whole blessed time he’s been loitering down there, and it’s
all of no use.’
‘He should have tried mustachios and a pair of military
trousers, my dear,’ said the Jew.
‘So he did,’ rejoined Sikes, ‘and they warn’t of no more
use than the other plant.’
The Jew looked blank at this information. After ruminating for some minutes with his chin sunk on his breast, he
raised his head and said, with a deep sigh, that if flash Toby
Crackit reported aright, he feared the game was up.
‘And yet,’ said the old man, dropping his hands on his
knees, ‘it’s a sad thing, my dear, to lose so much when we
had set our hearts upon it.’
‘So it is,’ said Mr. Sikes. ‘Worse luck!’
A long silence ensued; during which the Jew was plunged
in deep thought, with his face wrinkled into an expression
of villainy perfectly demoniacal. Sikes eyed him furtively
from time to time. Nancy, apparently fearful of irritating
the housebreaker, sat with her eyes fixed upon the fire, as if
she had been deaf to all that passed.
‘Fagin,’ said Sikes, abruptly breaking the stillness that
prevailed; ‘is it worth fifty shiners extra, if it’s safely done
from the outside?’
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‘Yes,’ said the Jew, as suddenly rousing himself.
‘Is it a bargain?’ inquired Sikes.
‘Yes, my dear, yes,’ rejoined the Jew; his eyes glistening,
and every muscle in his face working, with the excitement
that the inquiry had awakened.
‘Then,’ said Sikes, thrusting aside the Jew’s hand, with
some disdain, ‘let it come off as soon as you like. Toby and
me were over the garden-wall the night afore last, sounding
the panels of the door and shutters. The crib’s barred up at
night like a jail; but there’s one part we can crack, safe and
softly.’
‘Which is that, Bill?’ asked the Jew eagerly.
‘Why,’ whispered Sikes, ‘as you cross the lawn—‘
‘Yes?’ said the Jew, bending his head forward, with his
eyes almost starting out of it.
‘Umph!’ cried Sikes, stopping short, as the girl, scarcely
moving her head, looked suddenly round, and pointed for
an instant to the Jew’s face. ‘Never mind which part it is.
You can’t do it without me, I know; but it’s best to be on the
safe side when one deals with you.’
‘As you like, my dear, as you like’ replied the Jew. ‘Is there
no help wanted, but yours and Toby’s?’
‘None,’ said Sikes. ‘Cept a centre-bit and a boy. The first
we’ve both got; the second you must find us.’
‘A boy!’ exclaimed the Jew. ‘Oh! then it’s a panel, eh?’
‘Never mind wot it is!’ replied Sikes. ‘I want a boy, and
he musn’t be a big ‘un. Lord!’ said Mr. Sikes, reflectively, ‘if
I’d only got that young boy of Ned, the chimbley-sweeper’s!
He kept him small on purpose, and let him out by the job.
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But the father gets lagged; and then the Juvenile Delinquent
Society comes, and takes the boy away from a trade where
he was arning money, teaches him to read and write, and in
time makes a ‘prentice of him. And so they go on,’ said Mr.
Sikes, his wrath rising with the recollection of his wrongs,
‘so they go on; and, if they’d got money enough (which it’s
a Providence they haven’t,) we shouldn’t have half a dozen
boys left in the whole trade, in a year or two.’
‘No more we should,’ acquiesed the Jew, who had been
considering during this speech, and had only caught the
last sentence. ‘Bill!’
‘What now?’ inquired Sikes.
The Jew nodded his head towards Nancy, who was still
gazing at the fire; and intimated, by a sign, that he would
have her told to leave the room. Sikes shrugged his shoulders
impatiently, as if he thought the precaution unnecessary;
but complied, nevertheless, by requesting Miss Nancy to
fetch him a jug of beer.
‘You don’t want any beer,’ said Nancy, folding her arms,
and retaining her seat very composedly.
‘I tell you I do!’ replied Sikes.
‘Nonsense,’ rejoined the girl coolly, ‘Go on, Fagin. I know
what he’s going to say, Bill; he needn’t mind me.’
The Jew still hesitated. Sikes looked from one to the other
in some surprise.
‘Why, you don’t mind the old girl, do you, Fagin?’ he
asked at length. ‘You’ve known her long enough to trust her,
or the Devil’s in it. She ain’t one to blab. Are you Nancy?’
‘I should think not!’ replied the young lady: drawing her
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chair up to the table, and putting her elbows upon it.
‘No, no, my dear, I know you’re not,’ said the Jew; ‘but—‘
and again the old man paused.
‘But wot?’ inquired Sikes.
‘I didn’t know whether she mightn’t p’r’aps be out of sorts,
you know, my dear, as she was the other night,’ replied the
Jew.
At this confession, Miss Nancy burst into a loud laugh;
and, swallowing a glass of brandy, shook her head with
an air of defiance, and burst into sundry exclamations of
‘Keep the game a-going!’ ‘Never say die!’ and the like. These
seemed to have the effect of re-assuring both gentlemen; for
the Jew nodded his head with a satisfied air, and resumed
his seat: as did Mr. Sikes likewise.
‘Now, Fagin,’ said Nancy with a laugh. ‘Tell Bill at once,
about Oliver!’
‘Ha! you’re a clever one, my dear: the sharpest girl I ever
saw!’ said the Jew, patting her on the neck. ‘It WAS about
Oliver I was going to speak, sure enough. Ha! ha! ha!’
‘What about him?’ demanded Sikes.
‘He’s the boy for you, my dear,’ replied the Jew in a hoarse
whisper; laying his finger on the side of his nose, and grinning frightfully.
‘He!’ exclaimed. Sikes.
‘Have him, Bill!’ said Nancy. ‘I would, if I was in your
place. He mayn’t be so much up, as any of the others; but
that’s not what you want, if he’s only to open a door for you.
Depend upon it he’s a safe one, Bill.’
‘I know he is,’ rejoined Fagin. ‘He’s been in good training
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these last few weeks, and it’s time he began to work for his
bread. Besides, the others are all too big.’
‘Well, he is just the size I want,’ said Mr. Sikes, ruminating.
‘And will do everything you want, Bill, my dear,’ interposed the Jew; ‘he can’t help himself. That is, if you frighten
him enough.’
‘Frighten him!’ echoed Sikes. ‘It’ll be no sham frightening, mind you. If there’s anything queer about him when we
once get into the work; in for a penny, in for a pound. You
won’t see him alive again, Fagin. Think of that, before you
send him. Mark my words!’ said the robber, poising a crowbar, which he had drawn from under the bedstead.
‘I’ve thought of it all,’ said the Jew with energy. ‘I’ve—I’ve
had my eye upon him, my dears, close—close. Once let him
feel that he is one of us; once fill his mind with the idea that
he has been a thief; and he’s ours! Ours for his life. Oho! It
couldn’t have come about better! The old man crossed his
arms upon his breast; and, drawing his head and shoulders
into a heap, literally hugged himself for joy.
‘Ours!’ said Sikes. ‘Yours, you mean.’
‘Perhaps I do, my dear,’ said the Jew, with a shrill chuckle.
‘Mine, if you like, Bill.’
‘And wot,’ said Sikes, scowling fiercely on his agreeable
friend, ‘wot makes you take so much pains about one chalkfaced kid, when you know there are fifty boys snoozing
about Common Garden every night, as you might pick and
choose from?’
‘Because they’re of no use to me, my dear,’ replied the Jew,
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with some confusion, ‘not worth the taking. Their looks
convict ‘em when they get into trouble, and I lose ‘em all.
With this boy, properly managed, my dears, I could do what
I couldn’t with twenty of them. Besides,’ said the Jew, recovering his self-possession, ‘he has us now if he could only
give us leg-bail again; and he must be in the same boat with
us. Never mind how he came there; it’s quite enough for my
power over him that he was in a robbery; that’s all I want.
Now, how much better this is, than being obliged to put the
poor leetle boy out of the way—which would be dangerous,
and we should lose by it besides.’
‘When is it to be done?’ asked Nancy, stopping some turbulent exclamation on the part of Mr. Sikes, expressive of
the disgust with which he received Fagin’s affectation of humanity.
‘Ah, to be sure,’ said the Jew; ‘when is it to be done, Bill?’
‘I planned with Toby, the night arter to-morrow,’ rejoined Sikes in a surly voice, ‘if he heerd nothing from me
to the contrairy.’
‘Good,’ said the Jew; ‘there’s no moon.’
‘No,’ rejoined Sikes.
‘It’s all arranged about bringing off the swag, is it?’ asked
the Jew.
Sikes nodded.
‘And about—‘
‘Oh, ah, it’s all planned,’ rejoined Sikes, interrupting
him. ‘Never mind particulars. You’d better bring the boy
here to-morrow night. I shall get off the stone an hour arter
daybreak. Then you hold your tongue, and keep the meltingFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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pot ready, and that’s all you’ll have to do.’
After some discussion, in which all three took an active
part, it was decided that Nancy should repair to the Jew’s
next evening when the night had set in, and bring Oliver
away with her; Fagin craftily observing, that, if he evinced
any disinclination to the task, he would be more willing to
accompany the girl who had so recently interfered in his behalf, than anybody else. It was also solemnly arranged that
poor Oliver should, for the purposes of the contemplated
expedition, be unreservedly consigned to the care and custody of Mr. William Sikes; and further, that the said Sikes
should deal with him as he thought fit; and should not be
held responsible by the Jew for any mischance or evil that
might be necessary to visit him: it being understood that, to
render the compact in this respect binding, any representations made by Mr. Sikes on his return should be required to
be confirmed and corroborated, in all important particulars, by the testimony of flash Toby Crackit.
These preliminaries adjusted, Mr. Sikes proceeded to
drink brandy at a furious rate, and to flourish the crowbar in an alarming manner; yelling forth, at the same time,
most unmusical snatches of song, mingled with wild execrations. At length, in a fit of professional enthusiasm, he
insisted upon producing his box of housebreaking tools:
which he had no sooner stumbled in with, and opened for
the purpose of explaining the nature and properties of the
various implements it contained, and the peculiar beauties
of their construction, than he fell over the box upon the
floor, and went to sleep where he fell.
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‘Good-night, Nancy,’ said the Jew, muffling himself up
as before.
‘Good-night.’
Their eyes met, and the Jew scrutinised her, narrowly.
There was no flinching about the girl. She was as true and
earnest in the matter as Toby Crackit himself could be.
The Jew again bade her good-night, and, bestowing a sly
kick upon the prostrate form of Mr. Sikes while her back
was turned, groped downstairs.
‘Always the way!’ muttered the Jew to himself as he turned
homeward. ‘The worst of these women is, that a very little
thing serves to call up some long-forgotten feeling; and, the
best of them is, that it never lasts. Ha! ha! The man against
the child, for a bag of gold!’
Beguiling the time with these pleasant reflections, Mr.
Fagin wended his way, through mud and mire, to his gloomy
abode: where the Dodger was sitting up, impatiently awaiting his return.
‘Is Oliver a-bed? I want to speak to him,’ was his first remark as they descended the stairs.
‘Hours ago,’ replied the Dodger, throwing open a door.
‘Here he is!’
The boy was lying, fast asleep, on a rude bed upon the
floor; so pale with anxiety, and sadness, and the closeness
of his prison, that he looked like death; not death as it shows
in shroud and coffin, but in the guise it wears when life has
just departed; when a young and gentle spirit has, but an instant, fled to Heaven, and the gross air of the world has not
had time to breathe upon the changing dust it hallowed.
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

225

‘Not now,’ said the Jew, turning softly away. ‘To-morrow.
To-morrow.’
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CHAPTER XX
WHEREIN OLVER IS
DELIVERED OVER TO
MR. WILLIAM SIKES

W

hen Oliver awoke in the morning, he was a good deal
surprised to find that a new pair of shoes, with strong
thick soles, had been placed at his bedside; and that his old
shoes had been removed. At first, he was pleased with the
discovery: hoping that it might be the forerunner of his
release; but such thoughts were quickly dispelled, on his sitting down to breakfast along with the Jew, who told him, in
a tone and manner which increased his alarm, that he was
to be taken to the residence of Bill Sikes that night.
‘To—to—stop there, sir?’ asked Oliver, anxiously.
‘No, no, my dear. Not to stop there,’ replied the Jew. ‘We
shouldn’t like to lose you. Don’t be afraid, Oliver, you shall
come back to us again. Ha! ha! ha! We won’t be so cruel as
to send you away, my dear. Oh no, no!’
The old man, who was stooping over the fire toasting a
piece of bread, looked round as he bantered Oliver thus;
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and chuckled as if to show that he knew he would still be
very glad to get away if he could.
‘I suppose,’ said the Jew, fixing his eyes on Oliver, ‘you
want to know what you’re going to Bill’s for—-eh, my
dear?’
Oliver coloured, involuntarily, to find that the old thief
had been reading his thoughts; but boldly said, Yes, he did
want to know.
‘Why, do you think?’ inquired Fagin, parrying the question.
‘Indeed I don’t know, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘Bah!’ said the Jew, turning away with a disappointed
countenance from a close perusal of the boy’s face. ‘Wait till
Bill tells you, then.’
The Jew seemed much vexed by Oliver’s not expressing
any greater curiosity on the subject; but the truth is, that,
although Oliver felt very anxious, he was too much confused by the earnest cunning of Fagin’s looks, and his own
speculations, to make any further inquiries just then. He
had no other opportunity: for the Jew remained very surly
and silent till night: when he prepared to go abroad.
‘You may burn a candle,’ said the Jew, putting one upon
the table. ‘And here’s a book for you to read, till they come
to fetch you. Good-night!’
‘Good-night!’ replied Oliver, softly.
The Jew walked to the door: looking over his shoulder
at the boy as he went. Suddenly stopping, he called him by
his name.
Oliver looked up; the Jew, pointing to the candle, mo228
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tioned him to light it. He did so; and, as he placed the
candlestick upon the table, saw that the Jew was gazing
fixedly at him, with lowering and contracted brows, from
the dark end of the room.
‘Take heed, Oliver! take heed!’ said the old man, shaking his right hand before him in a warning manner. ‘He’s
a rough man, and thinks nothing of blood when his own
is up. W hatever falls out, say nothing; and do what he bids
you. Mind!’ Placing a strong emphasis on the last word, he
suffered his features gradually to resolve themselves into a
ghastly grin, and, nodding his head, left the room.
Oliver leaned his head upon his hand when the old man
disappeared, and pondered, with a trembling heart, on the
words he had just heard. The more he thought of the Jew’s
admonition, the more he was at a loss to divine its real purpose and meaning.
He could think of no bad object to be attained by sending him to Sikes, which would not be equally well answered
by his remaining with Fagin; and after meditating for a long
time, concluded that he had been selected to perform some
ordinary menial offices for the housebreaker, until another
boy, better suited for his purpose could be engaged. He was
too well accustomed to suffering, and had suffered too much
where he was, to bewail the prospect of change very severely.
He remained lost in thought for some minutes; and then,
with a heavy sigh, snuffed the candle, and, taking up the
book which the Jew had left with him, began to read.
He turned over the leaves. Carelessly at first; but, lighting on a passage which attracted his attention, he soon
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became intent upon the volume. It was a history of the lives
and trials of great criminals; and the pages were soiled and
thumbed with use. Here, he read of dreadful crimes that
made the blood run cold; of secret murders that had been
committed by the lonely wayside; of bodies hidden from the
eye of man in deep pits and wells: which would not keep
them down, deep as they were, but had yielded them up at
last, after many years, and so maddened the murderers with
the sight, that in their horror they had confessed their guilt,
and yelled for the gibbet to end their agony. Here, too, he
read of men who, lying in their beds at dead of night, had
been tempted (so they said) and led on, by their own bad
thoughts, to such dreadful bloodshed as it made the flesh
creep, and the limbs quail, to think of. The terrible descriptions were so real and vivid, that the sallow pages seemed to
turn red with gore; and the words upon them, to be sounded in his ears, as if they were whispered, in hollow murmers,
by the spirits of the dead.
In a paroxysm of fear, the boy closed the book, and
thrust it from him. Then, falling upon his knees, he prayed
Heaven to spare him from such deeds; and rather to will
that he should die at once, than be reserved for crimes, so
fearful and appaling. By degrees, he grew more calm, and
besought, in a low and broken voice, that he might be rescued from his present dangers; and that if any aid were to be
raised up for a poor outcast boy who had never known the
love of friends or kindred, it might come to him now, when,
desolate and deserted, he stood alone in the midst of wickedness and guilt.
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He had concluded his prayer, but still remained with his
head buried in his hands, when a rustling noise aroused
him.
‘What’s that!’ he cried, starting up, and catching sight of
a figure standing by the door. ‘Who’s there?’
‘Me. Only me,’ replied a tremulous voice.
Oliver raised the candle above his head: and looked towards the door. It was Nancy.
‘Put down the light,’ said the girl, turning away her head.
‘It hurts my eyes.’
Oliver saw that she was very pale, and gently inquired if
she were ill. The girl threw herself into a chair, with her back
towards him: and wrung her hands; but made no reply.
‘God forgive me!’ she cried after a while, ‘I never thought
of this.’
‘Has anything happened?’ asked Oliver. ‘Can I help you?
I will if I can. I will, indeed.’
She rocked herself to and fro; caught her throat; and, uttering a gurgling sound, gasped for breath.
‘Nancy!’ cried Oliver, ‘What is it?’
The girl beat her hands upon her knees, and her feet
upon the ground; and, suddenly stopping, drew her shawl
close round her: and shivered with cold.
Oliver stirred the fire. Drawing her chair close to it, she
sat there, for a little time, without speaking; but at length
she raised her head, and looked round.
‘I don’t know what comes over me sometimes,’ said she,
affecting to busy herself in arranging her dress; ‘it’s this
damp dirty room, I think. Now, Nolly, dear, are you ready?’
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‘Am I to go with you?’ asked Oliver.
‘Yes. I have come from Bill,’ replied the girl. ‘You are to
go with me.’
‘What for?’ asked Oliver, recoiling.
‘What for?’ echoed the girl, raising her eyes, and averting
them again, the moment they encountered the boy’s face.
‘Oh! For no harm.’
‘I don’t believe it,’ said Oliver: who had watched her
closely.
‘Have it your own way,’ rejoined the girl, affecting to
laugh. ‘For no good, then.’
Oliver could see that he had some power over the girl’s
better feelings, and, for an instant, thought of appealing to
her compassion for his helpless state. But, then, the thought
darted across his mind that it was barely eleven o’clock; and
that many people were still in the streets: of whom surely
some might be found to give credence to his tale. As the
reflection occured to him, he stepped forward: and said,
somewhat hastily, that he was ready.
Neither his brief consideration, nor its purport, was lost
on his companion. She eyed him narrowly, while he spoke;
and cast upon him a look of intelligence which sufficiently showed that she guessed what had been passing in his
thoughts.
‘Hush!’ said the girl, stooping over him, and pointing
to the door as she looked cautiously round. ‘You can’t help
yourself. I have tried hard for you, but all to no purpose.
You are hedged round and round. If ever you are to get loose
from here, this is not the time.’
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Struck by the energy of her manner, Oliver looked up in
her face with great surprise. She seemed to speak the truth;
her countenance was white and agitated; and she trembled
with very earnestness.
‘I have saved you from being ill-used once, and I will
again, and I do now,’ continued the girl aloud; ‘for those
who would have fetched you, if I had not, would have been
far more rough than me. I have promised for your being
quiet and silent; if you are not, you will only do harm to
yourself and me too, and perhaps be my death. See here! I
have borne all this for you already, as true as God sees me
show it.’
She pointed, hastily, to some livid bruises on her neck
and arms; and continued, with great rapidity:
‘Remember this! And don’t let me suffer more for you,
just now. If I could help you, I would; but I have not the
power. They don’t mean to harm you; whatever they make
you do, is no fault of yours. Hush! Every word from you is a
blow for me. Give me your hand. Make haste! Your hand!
She caught the hand which Oliver instinctively placed in
hers, and, blowing out the light, drew him after her up the
stairs. The door was opened, quickly, by some one shrouded
in the darkness, and was as quickly closed, when they had
passed out. A hackney-cabriolet was in waiting; with the
same vehemence which she had exhibited in addressing Oliver, the girl pulled him in with her, and drew the curtains
close. The driver wanted no directions, but lashed his horse
into full speed, without the delay of an instant.
The girl still held Oliver fast by the hand, and continued
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to pour into his ear, the warnings and assurances she had
already imparted. All was so quick and hurried, that he had
scarcely time to recollect where he was, or how he came
there, when to carriage stopped at the house to which the
Jew’s steps had been directed on the previous evening.
For one brief moment, Oliver cast a hurried glance along
the empty street, and a cry for help hung upon his lips. But
the girl’s voice was in his ear, beseeching him in such tones
of agony to remember her, that he had not the heart to utter it. While he hesitated, the opportunity was gone; he was
already in the house, and the door was shut.
‘This way,’ said the girl, releasing her hold for the first
time.
‘Bill!’
‘Hallo!’ replied Sikes: appearing at the head of the stairs,
with a candle. ‘Oh! That’s the time of day. Come on!’
This was a very strong expression of approbation, an
uncommonly hearty welcome, from a person of Mr. Sikes’
temperament. Nancy, appearing much gratified thereby, saluted him cordially.
‘Bull’s-eye’s gone home with Tom,’ observed Sikes, as he
lighted them up. ‘He’d have been in the way.’
‘That’s right,’ rejoined Nancy.
‘So you’ve got the kid,’ said Sikes when they had all
reached the room: closing the door as he spoke.
‘Yes, here he is,’ replied Nancy.
‘Did he come quiet?’ inquired Sikes.
‘Like a lamb,’ rejoined Nancy.
‘I’m glad to hear it,’ said Sikes, looking grimly at Oliver;
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‘for the sake of his young carcase: as would otherways have
suffered for it. Come here, young ‘un; and let me read you a
lectur’, which is as well got over at once.’
Thus addressing his new pupil, Mr. Sikes pulled off Oliver’s cap and threw it into a corner; and then, taking him by
the shoulder, sat himself down by the table, and stood the
boy in front of him.
‘Now, first: do you know wot this is?’ inquired Sikes, taking up a pocket-pistol which lay on the table.
Oliver replied in the affirmative.
‘Well, then, look here,’ continued Sikes. ‘This is powder;
that ‘ere’s a bullet; and this is a little bit of a old hat for waddin’.’
Oliver murmured his comprehension of the different
bodies referred to; and Mr. Sikes proceeded to load the pistol, with great nicety and deliberation.
‘Now it’s loaded,’ said Mr. Sikes, when he had finished.
‘Yes, I see it is, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘Well,’ said the robber, grasping Oliver’s wrist, and putting the barrel so close to his temple that they touched; at
which moment the boy could not repress a start; ‘if you
speak a word when you’re out o’ doors with me, except when
I speak to you, that loading will be in your head without notice. So, if you DO make up your mind to speak without
leave, say your prayers first.’
Having bestowed a scowl upon the object of this warning, to increase its effect, Mr. Sikes continued.
‘As near as I know, there isn’t anybody as would be asking very partickler arter you, if you WAS disposed of; so I
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needn’t take this devil-and-all of trouble to explain matters
to you, if it warn’t for you own good. D’ye hear me?’
‘The short and the long of what you mean,’ said Nancy:
speaking very emphatically, and slightly frowning at Oliver
as if to bespeak his serious attention to her words: ‘is, that
if you’re crossed by him in this job you have on hand, you’ll
prevent his ever telling tales afterwards, by shooting him
through the head, and will take your chance of swinging
for it, as you do for a great many other things in the way of
business, every month of your life.’
‘That’s it!’ observed Mr. Sikes, approvingly; ‘women can
always put things in fewest words.— Except when it’s blowing up; and then they lengthens it out. And now that he’s
thoroughly up to it, let’s have some supper, and get a snooze
before starting.’
In pursuance of this request, Nancy quickly laid the cloth;
disappearing for a few minutes, she presently returned with
a pot of porter and a dish of sheep’s heads: which gave occasion to several pleasant witticisms on the part of Mr. Sikes,
founded upon the singular coincidence of ‘jemmies’ being
a can name, common to them, and also to an ingenious implement much used in his profession. Indeed, the worthy
gentleman, stimulated perhaps by the immediate prospect
of being on active service, was in great spirits and good humour; in proof whereof, it may be here remarked, that he
humourously drank all the beer at a draught, and did not
utter, on a rough calculation, more than four-score oaths
during the whole progress of the meal.
Supper being ended—it may be easily conceived that Ol236
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iver had no great appetite for it—Mr. Sikes disposed of a
couple of glasses of spirits and water, and threw himself on
the bed; ordering Nancy, with many imprecations in case
of failure, to call him at five precisely. Oliver stretched himself in his clothes, by command of the same authority, on a
mattress upon the floor; and the girl, mending the fire, sat
before it, in readiness to rouse them at the appointed time.
For a long time Oliver lay awake, thinking it not impossible that Nancy might seek that opportunity of whispering
some further advice; but the girl sat brooding over the fire,
without moving, save now and then to trim the light. Weary
with watching and anxiety, he at length fell asleep.
When he awoke, the table was covered with tea-things,
and Sikes was thrusting various articles into the pockets of
his great-coat, which hung over the back of a chair. Nancy
was busily engaged in preparing breakfast. It was not yet
daylight; for the candle was still burning, and it was quite
dark outside. A sharp rain, too, was beating against the
window-panes; and the sky looked black and cloudy.
‘Now, then!’ growled Sikes, as Oliver started up; ‘halfpast five! Look sharp, or you’ll get no breakfast; for it’s late
as it is.’
Oliver was not long in making his toilet; having taken
some breakfast, he replied to a surly inquiry from Sikes, by
saying that he was quite ready.
Nancy, scarcely looking at the boy, threw him a handkerchief to tie round his throat; Sikes gave him a large rough
cape to button over his shoulders. Thus attired, he gave
his hand to the robber, who, merely pausing to show him
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with a menacing gesture that he had that same pistol in a
side-pocket of his great-coat, clasped it firmly in his, and,
exchanging a farewell with Nancy, led him away.
Oliver turned, for an instant, when they reached the
door, in the hope of meeting a look from the girl. But she
had resumed her old seat in front of the fire, and sat, perfectly motionless before it.
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CHAPTER XXI
THE EXPEDITION

I

t was a cheerless morning when they got into the street;
blowing and raining hard; and the clouds looking dull
and stormy. The night had been very wet: large pools of
water had collected in the road: and the kennels were overflowing. There was a faint glimmering of the coming day in
the sky; but it rather aggrevated than relieved the gloom of
the scene: the sombre light only serving to pale that which
the street lamps afforded, without shedding any warmer or
brighter tints upon the wet house-tops, and dreary streets.
There appeared to be nobody stirring in that quarter of the
town; the windows of the houses were all closely shut; and
the streets through which they passed, were noiseless and
empty.
By the time they had turned into the Bethnal Green Road,
the day had fairly begun to break. Many of the lamps were
already extinguished; a few country waggons were slowly
toiling on, towards London; now and then, a stage-coach,
covered with mud, rattled briskly by: the driver bestowing,
as he passed, and admonitory lash upon the heavy waggoner who, by keeping on the wrong side of the road, had
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endangered his arriving at the office, a quarter of a minute
after his time. The public-houses, with gas-lights burning
inside, were already open. By degrees, other shops began to
be unclosed, and a few scattered people were met with. Then,
came straggling groups of labourers going to their work;
then, men and women with fish-baskets on their heads;
donkey-carts laden with vegetables; chaise-carts filled with
live-stock or whole carcasses of meat; milk-women with
pails; an unbroken concourse of people, trudging out with
various supplies to the eastern suburbs of the town. As they
approached the City, the noise and traffic gradually increased; when they threaded the streets between Shoreditch
and Smithfield, it had swelled into a roar of sound and bustle. It was as light as it was likely to be, till night came on
again, and the busy morning of half the London population
had begun.
Turning down Sun Street and Crown Street, and crossing Finsbury square, Mr. Sikes struck, by way of Chiswell
Street, into Barbican: thence into Long Lane, and so into
Smithfield; from which latter place arose a tumult of discordant sounds that filled Oliver Twist with amazement.
It was market-morning. The ground was covered, nearly
ankle-deep, with filth and mire; a thick steam, perpetually
rising from the reeking bodies of the cattle, and mingling
with the fog, which seemd to rest upon the chimney-tops,
hung heavily above. All the pens in the centre of the large
area, and as many temporary pens as could be crowded into
the vacant space, were filled with sheep; tied up to posts by
the gutter side were long lines of beasts and oxen, three or
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four deep. Countrymen, butchers, drovers, hawkers, boys,
thieves, idlers, and vagabonds of every low grade, were
mingled together in a mass; the whistling of drovers, the
barking dogs, the bellowing and plunging of the oxen, the
bleating of sheep, the grunting and squeaking of pigs, the
cries of hawkers, the shouts, oaths, and quarrelling on all
sides; the ringing of bells and roar of voices, that issued from
every public-house; the crowding, pushing, driving, beating, whooping and yelling; the hideous and discordant dim
that resounded from every corner of the market; and the
unwashed, unshaven, squalid, and dirty figues constantly
running to and fro, and bursting in and out of the throng;
rendered it a stunning and bewildering scene, which quite
confounded the senses.
Mr. Sikes, dragging Oliver after him, elbowed his way
through the thickest of the crowd, and bestowed very little
attention on the numerous sights and sounds, which so astonished the boy. He nodded, twice or thrice, to a passing
friend; and, resisting as many invitations to take a morning
dram, pressed steadily onward, until they were clear of the
turmoil, and had made their way through Hosier Lane into
Holborn.
‘Now, young ‘un!’ said Sikes, looking up at the clock of
St. Andrew’s Church, ‘hard upon seven! you must step out.
Come, don’t lag behind already, Lazy-legs!’
Mr. Sikes accompanied this speech with a jerk at his little
companion’s wrist; Oliver, quickening his pace into a kind
of trot between a fast walk and a run, kept up with the rapid
strides of the house-breaker as well as he could.
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They held their course at this rate, until they had passed
Hyde Park corner, and were on their way to Kensington:
when Sikes relaxed his pace, until an empty cart which was
at some little distance behind, came up. Seeing ‘Hounslow’
written on it, he asked the driver with as much civility as
he could assume, if he would give them a lift as far as Isleworth.
‘Jump up,’ said the man. ‘Is that your boy?’
‘Yes; he’s my boy,’ replied Sikes, looking hard at Oliver,
and putting his hand abstractedly into the pocket where the
pistol was.
‘Your father walks rather too quick for you, don’t he, my
man?’ inquired the driver: seeing that Oliver was out of
breath.
‘Not a bit of it,’ replied Sikes, interposing. ‘He’s used to
it.
Here, take hold of my hand, Ned. In with you!’
Thus addressing Oliver, he helped him into the cart; and
the driver, pointing to a heap of sacks, told him to lie down
there, and rest himself.
As they passed the different mile-stones, Oliver wondered, more and more, where his companion meant to take
him. Kensington, Hammersmith, Chiswick, Kew Bridge,
Brentford, were all passed; and yet they went on as steadily
as if they had only just begun their journey. At length, they
came to a public-house called the Coach and Horses; a little
way beyond which, another road appeared to run off. And
here, the cart stopped.
Sikes dismounted with great precipitation, holding Oli242
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ver by the hand all the while; and lifting him down directly,
bestowed a furious look upon him, and rapped the sidepocket with his fist, in a significant manner.
‘Good-bye, boy,’ said the man.
‘He’s sulky,’ replied Sikes, giving him a shake; ‘he’s sulky.
A young dog! Don’t mind him.’
‘Not I!’ rejoined the other, getting into his cart. ‘It’s a fine
day, after all.’ And he drove away.
Sikes waited until he had fairly gone; and then, telling
Oliver he might look about him if he wanted, once again led
him onward on his journey.
They turned round to the left, a short way past the public-house; and then, taking a right-hand road, walked on for
a long time: passing many large gardens and gentlemen’s
houses on both sides of the way, and stopping for nothing
but a little beer, until they reached a town. Here against the
wall of a house, Oliver saw written up in pretty large letters, ‘Hampton.’ They lingered about, in the fields, for some
hours. At length they came back into the town; and, turning
into an old public-house with a defaced sign-board, ordered
some dinner by the kitchen fire.
The kitchen was an old, low-roofed room; with a great
beam across the middle of the ceiling, and benches, with
high backs to them, by the fire; on which were seated several rough men in smock-frocks, drinking and smoking.
They took no notice of Oliver; and very little of Sikes; and,
as Sikes took very little notice of the, he and his young comrade sat in a corner by themselves, without being much
troubled by their company.
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

243

They had some cold meat for dinner, and sat so long after
it, while Mr. Sikes indulged himself with three or four pipes,
that Oliver began to feel quite certain they were not going
any further. Being much tired with the walk, and getting up
so early, he dozed a little at first; then, quite overpowered by
fatigue and the fumes of the tobacco, fell asleep.
It was quite dark when he was awakened by a push from
Sikes. Rousing himself sufficiently to sit up and look about
him, he found that worthy in close fellowship and communication with a labouring man, over a pint of ale.
‘So, you’re going on to Lower Halliford, are you?’ inquired Sikes.
‘Yes, I am,’ replied the man, who seemed a little the
worse—or better, as the case might be—for drinking; ‘and
not slow about it neither. My horse hasn’t got a load behind
him going back, as he had coming up in the mornin’; and
he won’t be long a-doing of it. Here’s luck to him. Ecod! he’s
a good ‘un!’
‘Could you give my boy and me a lift as far as there?’ demanded Sikes, pushing the ale towards his new friend.
‘If you’re going directly, I can,’ replied the man, looking
out of the pot. ‘Are you going to Halliford?’
‘Going on to Shepperton,’ replied Sikes.
‘I’m your man, as far as I go,’ replied the other. ‘Is all paid,
Becky?’
‘Yes, the other gentleman’s paid,’ replied the girl.
‘I say!’ said the man, with tipsy gravity; ‘that won’t do,
you know.’
‘Why not?’ rejoined Sikes. ‘You’re a-going to accommo244
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date us, and wot’s to prevent my standing treat for a pint or
so, in return?’
The stranger reflected upon this argument, with a very
profound face; having done so, he seized Sikes by the hand:
and declared he was a real good fellow. To which Mr. Sikes
replied, he was joking; as, if he had been sober, there would
have been strong reason to suppose he was.
After the exchange of a few more compliments, they bade
the company good-night, and went out; the girl gathering
up the pots and glasses as they did so, and lounging out to
the door, with her hands full, to see the party start.
The horse, whose health had been drunk in his absence,
was standing outside: ready harnessed to the cart. Oliver
and Sikes got in without any further ceremony; and the man
to whom he belonged, having lingered for a minute or two
‘to bear him up,’ and to defy the hostler and the world to
produce his equal, mounted also. Then, the hostler was told
to give the horse his head; and, his head being given him, he
made a very unpleasant use of it: tossing it into the air with
great disdain, and running into the parlour windows over
the way; after performing those feats, and supporting himself for a short time on his hind-legs, he started off at great
speed, and rattled out of the town right gallantly.
The night was very dark. A damp mist rose from the
river, and the marshy ground about; and spread itself over
the dreary fields. It was piercing cold, too; all was gloomy
and black. Not a word was spoken; for the driver had grown
sleepy; and Sikes was in no mood to lead him into conversation. Oliver sat huddled together, in a corner of the cart;
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bewildered with alarm and apprehension; and figuring
strange objects in the gaunt trees, whose branches waved
grimly to and fro, as if in some fantastic joy at the desolation of the scene.
As they passed Sunbury Church, the clock struck seven. There was a light in the ferry-house window opposite:
which streamed across the road, and threw into more sombre shadow a dark yew-tree with graves beneath it. There
was a dull sound of falling water not far off; and the leaves
of the old tree stirred gently in the night wind. It seemed
like quiet music for the repose of the dead.
Sunbury was passed through, and they came again into
the lonely road. Two or three miles more, and the cart
stopped. Sikes alighted, took Oliver by the hand, and they
once again walked on.
They turned into no house at Shepperton, as the weary
boy had expected; but still kept walking on, in mud and
darkness, through gloomy lanes and over cold open wastes,
until they came within sight of the lights of a town at no
great distance. On looking intently forward, Oliver saw that
the water was just below them, and that they were coming
to the foot of a bridge.
Sikes kept straight on, until they were close upon the
bridge; then turned suddenly down a bank upon the left.
‘The water!’ thought Oliver, turning sick with fear. ‘He
has brought me to this lonely place to murder me!’
He was about to throw himself on the ground, and make
one struggle for his young life, when he saw that they stood
before a solitary house: all ruinous and decayed. There was
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a window on each side of the dilapidated entrance; and one
story above; but no light was visible. The house was dark,
dismantled: and the all appearance, uninhabited.
Sikes, with Oliver’s hand still in his, softly approached
the low porch, and raised the latch. The door yielded to the
pressure, and they passed in together.
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CHAPTER XXII
THE BURGLARY

‘H

allo!’ cried a loud, hoarse voice, as soon as they set
foot in the passage.
‘Don’t make such a row,’ said Sikes, bolting the door.
‘Show a glim, Toby.’
‘Aha! my pal!’ cried the same voice. ‘A glim, Barney, a
glim! Show the gentleman in, Barney; wake up first, if convenient.’
The speaker appeared to throw a boot-jack, or some such
article, at the person he addressed, to rouse him from his
slumbers: for the noise of a wooden body, falling violently,
was heard; and then an indistinct muttering, as of a man
between sleep and awake.
‘Do you hear?’ cried the same voice. ‘There’s Bill Sikes
in the passage with nobody to do the civil to him; and you
sleeping there, as if you took laudanum with your meals,
and nothing stronger. Are you any fresher now, or do you
want the iron candlestick to wake you thoroughly?’
A pair of slipshod feet shuffled, hastily, across the bare
floor of the room, as this interrogatory was put; and there
issued, from a door on the right hand; first, a feeble candle:
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and next, the form of the same individual who has been
heretofore described as labouring under the infirmity of
speaking through his nose, and officiating as waiter at the
public-house on Saffron Hill.
‘Bister Sikes!’ exclaimed Barney, with real or counterfeit
joy; ‘cub id, sir; cub id.’
‘Here! you get on first,’ said Sikes, putting Oliver in front
of him. ‘Quicker! or I shall tread upon your heels.’
Muttering a curse upon his tardiness, Sikes pushed Oliver before him; and they entered a low dark room with a
smoky fire, two or three broken chairs, a table, and a very
old couch: on which, with his legs much higher than his
head, a man was reposing at full length, smoking a long clay
pipe. He was dressed in a smartly-cut snuff-coloured coat,
with large brass buttons; an orange neckerchief; a coarse,
staring, shawl-pattern waistcoat; and drab breeches. Mr.
Crackit (for he it was) had no very great quantity of hair, either upon his head or face; but what he had, was of a reddish
dye, and tortured into long corkscrew curls, through which
he occasionally thrust some very dirty fingers, ornamented
with large common rings. He was a trifle above the middle
size, and apparently rather weak in the legs; but this circumstance by no means detracted from his own admiration
of his top-boots, which he contemplated, in their elevated
situation, with lively satisfaction.
‘Bill, my boy!’ said this figure, turning his head towards
the door, ‘I’m glad to see you. I was almost afraid you’d
given it up: in which case I should have made a personal
wentur. Hallo!’
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Uttering this exclamation in a tone of great surprise, as
his eyes rested on Oliver, Mr. Toby Crackit brought himself
into a sitting posture, and demanded who that was.
‘The boy. Only the boy!’ replied Sikes, drawing a chair
towards the fire.
‘Wud of Bister Fagid’s lads,’ exclaimed Barney, with a
grin.
‘Fagin’s, eh!’ exclaimed Toby, looking at Oliver. ‘Wot an
inwalable boy that’ll make, for the old ladies’ pockets in
chapels! His mug is a fortin’ to him.’
‘There—there’s enough of that,’ interposed Sikes, impatiently; and stooping over his recumbant friend, he
whispered a few words in his ear: at which Mr. Crackit
laughed immensely, and honoured Oliver with a long stare
of astonishment.
‘Now,’ said Sikes, as he resumed his seat, ‘if you’ll give us
something to eat and drink while we’re waiting, you’ll put
some heart in us; or in me, at all events. Sit down by the fire,
younker, and rest yourself; for you’ll have to go out with us
again to-night, though not very far off.’
Oliver looked at Sikes, in mute and timid wonder; and
drawing a stool to the fire, sat with his aching head upon
his hands, scarecely knowing where he was, or what was
passing around him.
‘Here,’ said Toby, as the young Jew placed some fragments of food, and a bottle upon the table, ‘Success to the
crack!’ He rose to honour the toast; and, carefully depositing his empty pipe in a corner, advanced to the table, filled
a glass with spirits, and drank off its contents. Mr. Sikes did
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the same.
‘A drain for the boy,’ said Toby, half-filling a wine-glass.
‘Down with it, innocence.’
‘Indeed,’ said Oliver, looking piteously up into the man’s
face; ‘indeed, I—‘
‘Down with it!’ echoed Toby. ‘Do you think I don’t know
what’s good for you? Tell him to drink it, Bill.’
‘He had better!’ said Sikes clapping his hand upon his
pocket. ‘Burn my body, if he isn’t more trouble than a whole
family of Dodgers. Drink it, you perwerse imp; drink it!’
Frightened by the menacing gestures of the two men,
Oliver hastily swallowed the contents of the glass, and immediately fell into a violent fit of coughing: which delighted
Toby Crackit and Barney, and even drew a smile from the
surly Mr. Sikes.
This done, and Sikes having satisfied his appetite (Oliver could eat nothing but a small crust of bread which they
made him swallow), the two men laid themselves down on
chairs for a short nap. Oliver retained his stool by the fire;
Barney wrapped in a blanket, stretched himself on the floor:
close outside the fender.
They slept, or appeared to sleep, for some time; nobody
stirring but Barney, who rose once or twice to throw coals
on the fire. Oliver fell into a heavy doze: imagining himself straying along the gloomy lanes, or wandering about
the dark churchyard, or retracing some one or other of the
scenes of the past day: when he was roused by Toby Crackit
jumping up and declaring it was half-past one.
In an instant, the other two were on their legs, and all
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were actively engaged in busy preparation. Sikes and his
companion enveloped their necks and chins in large dark
shawls, and drew on their great-coats; Barney, opening a
cupboard, brought forth several articles, which he hastily
crammed into the pockets.
‘Barkers for me, Barney,’ said Toby Crackit.
‘Here they are,’ replied Barney, producing a pair of pistols. ‘You loaded them yourself.’
‘All right!’ replied Toby, stowing them away. ‘The persuaders?’
‘I’ve got ‘em,’ replied Sikes.
‘Crape, keys, centre-bits, darkies—nothing forgotten?’
inquired Toby: fastening a small crowbar to a loop inside
the skirt of his coat.
‘All right,’ rejoined his companion. ‘Bring them bits of
timber, Barney. That’s the time of day.’
With these words, he took a thick stick from Barney’s
hands, who, having delivered another to Toby, busied himself in fastening on Oliver’s cape.
‘Now then!’ said Sikes, holding out his hand.
Oliver: who was completely stupified by the unwonted
exercise, and the air, and the drink which had been forced
upon him: put his hand mechanically into that which Sikes
extended for the purpose.
‘Take his other hand, Toby,’ said Sikes. ‘Look out, Barney.’
The man went to the door, and returned to announce
that all was quiet. The two robbers issued forth with Oliver
between them. Barney, having made all fast, rolled himself
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up as before, and was soon asleep again.
It was now intensely dark. The fog was much heavier
than it had been in the early part of the night; and the atmosphere was so damp, that, although no rain fell, Oliver’s
hair and eyebrows, within a few minutes after leaving the
house, had become stiff with the half-frozen moisture that
was floating about. They crossed the bridge, and kept on towards the lights which he had seen before. They were at no
great distance off; and, as they walked pretty briskly, they
soon arrived at Chertsey.
‘Slap through the town,’ whispered Sikes; ‘there’ll be nobody in the way, to-night, to see us.’
Toby acquiesced; and they hurried through the main
street of the little town, which at that late hour was wholly
deserted. A dim light shone at intervals from some bedroom window; and the hoarse barking of dogs occasionally
broke the silence of the night. But there was nobody abroad.
They had cleared the town, as the church-bell struck two.
Quickening their pace, they turned up a road upon the
left hand. After walking about a quarter of a mile, they
stopped before a detached house surrounded by a wall: to
the top of which, Toby Crackit, scarcely pausing to take
breath, climbed in a twinkling.
‘The boy next,’ said Toby. ‘Hoist him up; I’ll catch hold
of him.’
Before Oliver had time to look round, Sikes had caught
him under the arms; and in three or four seconds he and
Toby were lying on the grass on the other side. Sikes followed
directly. And they stole cautiously towards the house.
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And now, for the first time, Oliver, well-nigh mad with
grief and terror, saw that housebreaking and robbery, if not
murder, were the objects of the expedition. He clasped his
hands together, and involuntarily uttered a subdued exclamation of horror. A mist came before his eyes; the cold
sweat stood upon his ashy face; his limbs failed him; and he
sank upon his knees.
‘Get up!’ murmured Sikes, trembling with rage, and
drawing the pistol from his pocket; ‘Get up, or I’ll strew
your brains upon the grass.’
‘Oh! for God’s sake let me go!’ cried Oliver; ‘let me run
away and die in the fields. I will never come near London;
never, never! Oh! pray have mercy on me, and do not make
me steal. For the love of all the bright Angels that rest in
Heaven, have mercy upon me!’
The man to whom this appeal was made, swore a dreadful oath, and had cocked the pistol, when Toby, striking it
from his grasp, placed his hand upon the boy’s mouth, and
dragged him to the house.
‘Hush!’ cried the man; ‘it won’t answer here. Say another
word, and I’ll do your business myself with a crack on the
head. That makes no noise, and is quite as certain, and more
genteel. Here, Bill, wrench the shutter open. He’s game
enough now, I’ll engage. I’ve seen older hands of his age
took the same way, for a minute or two, on a cold night.’
Sikes, invoking terrific imprecations upon Fagin’s head
for sending Oliver on such an errand, plied the crowbar vigorously, but with little noise. After some delay, and some
assistance from Toby, the shutter to which he had referred,
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swung open on its hinges.
It was a little lattice window, about five feet and a half
above the ground, at the back of the house: which belonged
to a scullery, or small brewing-place, at the end of the
passage. The aperture was so small, that the inmates had
probably not thought it worth while to defend it more securely; but it was large enough to admit a boy of Oliver’s
size, nevertheless. A very brief exercise of Mr. Sike’s art, sufficed to overcome the fastening of the lattice; and it soon
stood wide open also.
‘Now listen, you young limb,’ whispered Sikes, drawing
a dark lantern from his pocket, and throwing the glare full
on Oliver’s face; ‘I’m a going to put you through there. Take
this light; go softly up the steps straight afore you, and along
the little hall, to the street door; unfasten it, and let us in.’
‘There’s a bolt at the top, you won’t be able to reach,’ interposed Toby. ‘Stand upon one of the hall chairs. There are
three there, Bill, with a jolly large blue unicorn and gold
pitchfork on ‘em: which is the old lady’s arms.’
‘Keep quiet, can’t you?’ replied Sikes, with a threatening
look. ‘The room-door is open, is it?’
‘Wide,’ repied Toby, after peeping in to satisfy himself.
‘The game of that is, that they always leave it open with a
catch, so that the dog, who’s got a bed in here, may walk up
and down the passage when he feels wakeful. Ha! ha! Barney ‘ticed him away to-night. So neat!’
Although Mr. Crackit spoke in a scarcely audible whisper,
and laughed without noise, Sikes imperiously commanded
him to be silent, and to get to work. Toby complied, by first
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producing his lantern, and placing it on the ground; then
by planting himself firmly with his head against the wall
beneath the window, and his hands upon his knees, so as
to make a step of his back. This was no sooner done, than
Sikes, mounting upon him, put Oiver gently through the
window with his feet first; and, without leaving hold of his
collar, planted him safely on the floor inside.
‘Take this lantern,’ said Sikes, looking into the room.
‘You see the stairs afore you?’
Oliver, more dead than alive, gasped out, ‘Yes.’ Sikes,
pointing to the street-door with the pistol-barrel, briefly advised him to take notice that he was within shot all the way;
and that if he faltered, he would fall dead that instant.
‘It’s done in a minute,’ said Sikes, in the same low whisper. ‘Directly I leave go of you, do your work. Hark!’
‘What’s that?’ whispered the other man.
They listened intently.
‘Nothing,’ said Sikes, releasing his hold of Oliver. ‘Now!’
In the short time he had had to collect his senses, the boy
had firmly resolved that, whether he died in the attempt or
not, he would make one effort to dart upstairs from the hall,
and alarm the family. Filled with this idea, he advanced at
once, but stealthiy.
‘Come back!’ suddenly cried Sikes aloud. ‘Back! back!’
Scared by the sudden breaking of the dead stillness of
the place, and by a loud cry which followed it, Oliver let his
lantern fall, and knew not whether to advance or fly.
The cry was repeated—a light appeared—a vision of two
terrified half-dressed men at the top of the stairs swam be256
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fore his eyes—a flash—a loud noise—a smoke—a crash
somewhere, but where he knew not,—and he staggered
back.
Sikes had disappeared for an instant; but he was up again,
and had him by the collar before the smoke had cleared
away. He fired his own pistol after the men, who were already retreating; and dragged the boy up.
‘Clasp your arm tighter,’ said Sikes, as he drew him
through the window. ‘Give me a shawl here. They’ve hit him.
Quick! How the boy bleeds!’
Then came the loud ringing of a bell, mingled with the
noise of fire-arms, and the shouts of men, and the sensation of being carried over uneven ground at a rapid pace.
And then, the noises grew confused in the distance; and a
cold deadly feeling crept over the boy’s heart; and he saw or
heard no more.
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CHAPTER XXIII
WHICH CONTAINS
THE SUBSTANCE OF A
PLEASANT CONVERSATION
BETWEEN MR. BUMBLE
AND A LADY; AND SHOWS
THAT EVEN A BEADLE
MAY BE SUSCEPTIBLE
ON SOME POINTS

T

he night was bitter cold. The snow lay on the ground,
frozen into a hard thick crust, so that only the heaps
that had drifted into byways and corners were affected by
the sharp wind that howled abroad: which, as if expending
increased fury on such prey as it found, caught it savagely
up in clouds, and, whirling it into a thousand misty eddies,
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scattered it in air. Bleak, dark, and piercing cold, it was a
night for the well-housed and fed to draw round the bright
fire and thank God they were at home; and for the homeless,
starving wretch to lay him down and die. Many hungerworn outcasts close their eyes in our bare streets, at such
times, who, let their crimes have been what they may, can
hardly open them in a more bitter world.
Such was the aspect of out-of-doors affairs, when Mr.
Corney, the matron of the workhouse to which our readers have been already introduced as the birthplace of Oliver
Twist, sat herself down before a cheerful fire in her own little room, and glanced, with no small degree of complacency,
at a small round table: on which stood a tray of corresponding size, furnished with all necessary materials for the most
grateful meal that matrons enjoy. In fact, Mrs. Corney was
about to solace herself with a cup of tea. As she glanced
from the table to the fireplace, where the smallest of all possible kettles was singing a small song in a small voice, her
inward satisfaction evidently increased,—so much so, indeed, that Mrs. Corney smiled.
‘Well!’ said the matron, leaning her elbow on the table,
and looking reflectively at the fire; ‘I’m sure we have all on
us a great deal to be grateful for! A great deal, if we did but
know it. Ah!’
Mrs. Corney shook her head mournfully, as if deploring
the mental blindness of those paupers who did not know
it; and thrusting a silver spoon (private property) into the
inmost recesses of a two-ounce tin tea-caddy, proceeded to
make the tea.
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How slight a thing will disturb the equanimity of our
frail minds! The black teapot, being very small and easily
filled, ran over while Mrs. Corney was moralising; and the
water slightly scalded Mrs. Corney’s hand.
‘Drat the pot!’ said the worthy matron, setting it down
very hastily on the hob; ‘a little stupid thing, that only holds
a couple of cups! What use is it of, to anybody! Except,’ said
Mrs. Corney, pausing, ‘except to a poor desolate creature
like me. Oh dear!’
With these words, the matron dropped into her chair,
and, once more resting her elbow on the table, thought of
her solitary fate. The small teapot, and the single cup, had
awakened in her mind sad recollections of Mr. Corney (who
had not been dead more than five-and-twenty years); and
she was overpowered.
‘I shall never get another!’ said Mrs. Corney, pettishly; ‘I
shall never get another—like him.’
Whether this remark bore reference to the husband, or
the teapot, is uncertain. It might have been the latter; for
Mrs. Corney looked at it as she spoke; and took it up afterwards. She had just tasted her first cup, when she was
disturbed by a soft tap at the room-door.
‘Oh, come in with you!’ said Mrs. Corney, sharply. ‘Some
of the old women dying, I suppose. They always die when
I’m at meals. Don’t stand there, letting the cold air in, don’t.
What’s amiss now, eh?’
‘Nothing, ma’am, nothing,’ replied a man’s voice.
‘Dear me!’ exclaimed the matron, in a much sweeter tone,
‘is that Mr. Bumble?’
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‘At your service, ma’am,’ said Mr. Bumble, who had been
stopping outside to rub his shoes clean, and to shake the
snow off his coat; and who now made his appearance, bearing the cocked hat in one hand and a bundle in the other.
‘Shall I shut the door, ma’am?’
The lady modestly hesitated to reply, lest there should
be any impropriety in holding an interview with Mr. Bumble, with closed doors. Mr. Bumble taking advantage of the
hesitation, and being very cold himself, shut it without permission.
‘Hard weather, Mr. Bumble,’ said the matron.
‘Hard, indeed, ma’am,’ replied the beadle. ‘Anti-porochial weather this, ma’am. We have given away, Mrs. Corney,
we have given away a matter of twenty quartern loaves and a
cheese and a half, this very blessed afternoon; and yet them
paupers are not contented.’
‘Of course not. When would they be, Mr. Bumble?’ said
the matron, sipping her tea.
‘When, indeed, ma’am!’ rejoined Mr. Bumble. ‘Why
here’s one man that, in consideraton of his wife and large
family, has a quartern loaf and a good pound of cheese, full
weight. Is he grateful, ma’am? Is he grateful? Not a copper
farthing’s worth of it! What does he do, ma’am, but ask for
a few coals; if it’s only a pocket handkerchief full, he says!
Coals! What would he do with coals? Toast his cheese with
‘em and then come back for more. That’s the way with these
people, ma’am; give ‘em a apron full of coals to-day, and
they’ll come back for another, the day after to-morrow, as
brazen as alabaster.’
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The matron expressed her entire concurrence in this intelligible simile; and the beadle went on.
‘I never,’ said Mr. Bumble, ‘see anything like the pitch
it’s got to. The day afore yesterday, a man—you have been
a married woman, ma’am, and I may mention it to you—a
man, with hardly a rag upon his back (here Mrs. Corney
looked at the floor), goes to our overseer’s door when he has
got company coming to dinner; and says, he must be relieved, Mrs. Corney. As he wouldn’t go away, and shocked
the company very much, our overseer sent him out a pound
of potatoes and half a pint of oatmeal. ‘My heart!’ says the
ungrateful villain, ‘what’s the use of THIS to me? You might
as well give me a pair of iron spectacles!’ ‘Very good,’ says
our overseer, taking ‘em away again, ‘you won’t get anything
else here.’ ‘Then I’ll die in the streets!’ says the vagrant. ‘Oh
no, you won’t,’ says our overseer.’
‘Ha! ha! That was very good! So like Mr. Grannett, wasn’t
it?’ interposed the matron. ‘Well, Mr. Bumble?’
‘Well, ma’am,’ rejoined the beadle, ‘he went away; and he
DID die in the streets. There’s a obstinate pauper for you!’
‘It beats anything I could have believed,’ observed the
matron emphatically. ‘But don’t you think out-of-door relief
a very bad thing, any way, Mr. Bumble? You’re a gentleman
of experience, and ought to know. Come.’
‘Mrs. Corney,’ said the beadle, smiling as men smile who
are conscious of superior information, ‘out-of-door relief,
properly managed, ma’am: is the porochial safeguard. The
great principle of out-of-door relief is, to give the paupers
exactly what they don’t want; and then they get tired of
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coming.’
‘Dear me!’ exclaimed Mrs. Corney. ‘Well, that is a good
one, too!’
‘Yes. Betwixt you and me, ma’am,’ returned Mr. Bumble,
‘that’s the great principle; and that’s the reason why, if you
look at any cases that get into them owdacious newspapers,
you’ll always observe that sick families have been relieved
with slices of cheese. That’s the rule now, Mrs. Corney, all
over the country. But, however,’ said the beadle, stopping to
unpack his bundle, ‘these are official secrets, ma’am; not to
be spoken of; except, as I may say, among the porochial officers, such as ourselves. This is the port wine, ma’am, that
the board ordered for the infirmary; real, fresh, genuine
port wine; only out of the cask this forenoon; clear as a bell,
and no sediment!’
Having held the first bottle up to the light, and shaken it
well to test its excellence, Mr. Bumble placed them both on
top of a chest of drawers; folded the handkerchief in which
they had been wrapped; put it carefully in his pocket; and
took up his hat, as if to go.
‘You’ll have a very cold walk, Mr. Bumble,’ said the matron.
‘It blows, ma’am,’ replied Mr. Bumble, turning up his
coat-collar, ‘enough to cut one’s ears off.’
The matron looked, from the little kettle, to the beadle, who was moving towards the door; and as the beadle
coughed, preparatory to bidding her good-night, bashfully
inquired whether—whether he wouldn’t take a cup of tea?
Mr. Bumble instantaneously turned back his collar again;
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laid his hat and stick upon a chair; and drew another chair
up to the table. As he slowly seated himself, he looked at the
lady. She fixed her eyes upon the little teapot. Mr. Bumble
coughed again, and slightly smiled.
Mrs. Corney rose to get another cup and saucer from the
closet. As she sat down, her eyes once again encountered
those of the gallant beadle; she coloured, and applied herself
to the task of making his tea. Again Mr. Bumble coughed—
louder this time than he had coughed yet.
‘Sweet? Mr. Bumble?’ inquired the matron, taking up the
sugar-basin.
‘Very sweet, indeed, ma’am,’ replied Mr. Bumble. He
fixed his eyes on Mrs. Corney as he said this; and if ever a
beadle looked tender, Mr. Bumble was that beadle at that
moment.
The tea was made, and handed in silence. Mr. Bumble,
having spread a handkerchief over his knees to prevent the
crumbs from sullying the splendour of his shorts, began to
eat and drink; varying these amusements, occasionally, by
fetching a deep sigh; which, however, had no injurious effect upon his appetite, but, on the contrary, rather seemed
to facilitate his operations in the tea and toast department.
‘You have a cat, ma’am, I see,’ said Mr. Bumble, glancing
at one who, in the centre of her family, was basking before
the fire; ‘and kittens too, I declare!’
‘I am so fond of them, Mr. Bumble,you can’t think,’ replied the matron. ‘They’re SO happy, SO frolicsome, and SO
cheerful, that they are quite companions for me.’
‘Very nice animals, ma’am,’ replied Mr. Bumble, approv264
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ingly; ‘so very domestic.’
‘Oh, yes!’ rejoined the matron with enthusiasm; ‘so fond
of their home too, that it’s quite a pleasure, I’m sure.’
‘Mrs. Corney, ma’am, said Mr. Bumble, slowly, and marking the time with his teaspoon, ‘I mean to say this, ma’am;
that any cat, or kitten, that could live with you, ma’am, and
NOT be fond of its home, must be a ass, ma’am.’
‘Oh, Mr. Bumble!’ remonstrated Mrs. Corney.
‘It’s of no use disguising facts, ma’am,’ said Mr. Bumble,
slowly flourishing the teaspoon with a kind of amorous dignity which made him doubly impressive; ‘I would drown it
myself, with pleasure.’
‘Then you’re a cruel man,’ said the matron vivaciously, as
she held out her hand for the beadle’s cup; ‘and a very hardhearted man besides.’
‘Hard-hearted, ma’am?’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘Hard?’ Mr.
Bumble resigned his cup without another word; squeezed
Mrs. Corney’s little finger as she took it; and inflicting two
open-handed slaps upon his laced waistcoat, gave a mighty
sigh, and hitched his chair a very little morsel farther from
the fire.
It was a round table; and as Mrs. Corney and Mr. Bumble had been sitting opposite each other, with no great space
between them, and fronting the fire, it will be seen that Mr.
Bumble, in receding from the fire, and still keeping at the
table, increased the distance between himself and Mrs. Corney; which proceeding, some prudent readers will doubtless
be disposed to admire, and to consider an act of great heroism on Mr. Bumble’s part: he being in some sort tempted by
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time, place, and opportunity, to give utterance to certain
soft nothings, which however well they may become the lips
of the light and thoughtless, do seem immeasurably beneath
the dignity of judges of the land, members of parliament,
ministers of state, lord mayors, and other great public functionaries, but more particularly beneath the stateliness and
gravity of a beadle: who (as is well known) should be the
sternest and most inflexible among them all.
Whatever were Mr. Bumble’s intentions, however (and no
doubt they were of the best): it unfortunately happened, as
has been twice before remarked, that the table was a round
one; consequently Mr. Bumble, moving his chair by little
and little, soon began to diminish the distance between
himself and the matron; and, continuing to travel round
the outer edge of the circle, brought his chair, in time, close
to that in which the matron was seated.
Indeed, the two chairs touched; and when they did so,
Mr. Bumble stopped.
Now, if the matron had moved her chair to the right, she
would have been scorched by the fire; and if to the left, she
must have fallen into Mr. Bumble’s arms; so (being a discreet matron, and no doubt foreseeing these consequences
at a glance) she remained where she was, and handed Mr.
Bumble another cup of tea.
‘Hard-hearted, Mrs. Corney?’ said Mr. Bumble, stirring
his tea, and looking up into the matron’s face; ‘are YOU
hard-hearted, Mrs. Corney?’
‘Dear me!’ exclaimed the matron, ‘what a very curious
question from a single man. What can you want to know
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for, Mr. Bumble?’
The beadle drank his tea to the last drop; finished a piece
of toast; whisked the crumbs off his knees; wiped his lips;
and deliberately kissed the matron.
‘Mr. Bumble!’ cried that discreet lady in a whisper; for
the fright was so great, that she had quite lost her voice, ‘Mr.
Bumble, I shall scream!’ Mr. Bumble made no reply; but in a
slow and dignified manner, put his arm round the matron’s
waist.
As the lady had stated her intention of screaming, of
course she would have screamed at this additional boldness,
but that the exertion was rendered unnecessary by a hasty
knocking at the door: which was no sooner heard, than Mr.
Bumble darted, with much agility, to the wine bottles, and
began dusting them with great violence: while the matron
sharply demanded who was there.
It is worthy of remark, as a curious physical instance of
the efficacy of a sudden surprise in counteracting the effects
of extreme fear, that her voice had quite recovered all its official asperity.
‘If you please, mistress,’ said a withered old female pauper, hideously ugly: putting her head in at the door, ‘Old
Sally is a-going fast.’
‘Well, what’s that to me?’ angrily demanded the matron.
‘I can’t keep her alive, can I?’
‘No, no, mistress,’ replied the old woman, ‘nobody can;
she’s far beyond the reach of help. I’ve seen a many people die; little babes and great strong men; and I know when
death’s a-coming, well enough. But she’s troubled in her
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mind: and when the fits are not on her,—and that’s not often,
for she is dying very hard,—she says she has got something
to tell, which you must hear. She’ll never die quiet till you
come, mistress.’
At this intelligence, the worthy Mrs. Corney muttered a
variety of invectives against old women who couldn’t even
die without purposely annoying their betters; and, muffling herself in a thick shawl which she hastily caught up,
briefly requested Mr. Bumble to stay till she came back, lest
anything particular should occur. Bidding the messenger
walk fast, and not be all night hobbling up the stairs, she
followed her from the room with a very ill grace, scolding
all the way.
Mr. Bumble’s conduct on being left to himself, was rather
inexplicable. He opened the closet, counted the teaspoons,
weighed the sugar-tongs, closely inspected a silver milk-pot
to ascertain that it was of the genuine metal, and, having
satisfied his curiosity on these points, put on his cocked hat
corner-wise, and danced with much gravity four distinct
times round the table.
Having gone through this very extraordinary performance, he took off the cocked hat again, and, spreading
himself before the fire with his back towards it, seemed to
be mentally engaged in taking an exact inventory of the furniture.
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CHAPTER XXIV
TREATS ON A VERY POOR
SUBJECT. BUT IS A SHORT
ONE, AND MAY BE
FOUND OF IMPORTANCE
IN THIS HISTORY

I

t was no unfit messanger of death, who had disturbed the
quiet of the matron’s room. Her body was bent by age; her
limbs trembled with palsy; her face, distorted into a mumbling leer, resembled more the grotesque shaping of some
wild pencil, than the work of Nature’s hand.
Alas! How few of Nature’s faces are left alone to gladden
us with their beauty! The cares, and sorrows, and hungerings, of the world, change them as they change hearts; and
it is only when those passions sleep, and have lost their hold
for ever, that the troubled clouds pass off, and leave Heaven’s
surface clear. It is a common thing for the countenances of
the dead, even in that fixed and rigid state, to subside into
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the long-forgotten expression of sleeping infancy, and settle
into the very look of early life; so calm, so peaceful, do they
grow again, that those who knew them in their happy childhood, kneel by the coffin’s side in awe, and see the Angel
even upon earth.
The old crone tottered alone the passages, and up the
stairs, muttering some indistinct answers to the chidings
of her companion; being at length compelled to pause for
breath, she gave the light into her hand, and remained behind to follow as she might: while the more nimble superior
made her way to the room where the sick woman lay.
It was a bare garret-room, with a dim light burning at
the farther end. There was another old woman watching by
the bed; the parish apothecary’s apprentice was standing by
the fire, making a toothpick out of a quill.
‘Cold night, Mrs. Corney,’ said this young gentleman, as
the matron entered.
‘Very cold, indeed, sir,’ replied the mistress, in her most
civil tones, and dropping a curtsey as she spoke.
‘You should get better coals out of your contractors,’ said
the apothecary’s deputy, breaking a lump on the top of the
fire with the rusty poker; ‘these are not at all the sort of
thing for a cold night.’
‘They’re the board’s choosing, sir,’ returned the matron.
‘The least they could do, would be to keep us pretty warm:
for our places are hard enough.’
The conversation was here interrupted by a moan from
the sick woman.
‘Oh!’ said the young mag, turning his face towards the
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bed, as if he had previously quite forgotten the patient, ‘it’s
all U.P. there, Mrs. Corney.’
‘It is, is it, sir?’ asked the matron.
‘If she lasts a couple of hours, I shall be surprised.’ said
the apothecary’s apprentice, intent upon the toothpick’s
point. ‘It’s a break-up of the system altogether. Is she dozing, old lady?’
The attendant stooped over the bed, to ascertain; and
nodded in the affirmative.
‘Then perhaps she’ll go off in that way, if you don’t make
a row,’ said the young man. ‘Put the light on the floor. She
won’t see it there.’
The attendant did as she was told: shaking her head
meanwhile, to intimate that the woman would not die so
easily; having done so, she resumed her seat by the side of
the other nurse, who had by this time returned. The mistress, with an expression of impatience, wrapped herself in
her shawl, and sat at the foot of the bed.
The apothecary’s apprentice, having completed the manufacture of the toothpick, planted himself in front of the fire
and made good use of it for ten minutes or so: when apparently growing rather dull, he wished Mrs. Corney joy of her
job, and took himself off on tiptoe.
When they had sat in silence for some time, the two old
women rose from the bed, and crouching over the fire, held
out their withered hands to catch the heat. The flame threw
a ghastly light on their shrivelled faces, and made their ugliness appear terrible, as, in this position, they began to
converse in a low voice.
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‘Did she say any more, Anny dear, while I was gone?’ inquired the messenger.
‘Not a word,’ replied the other. ‘She plucked and tore at
her arms for a little time; but I held her hands, and she soon
dropped off. She hasn’t much strength in her, so I easily kept
her quiet. I ain’t so weak for an old woman, although I am
on parish allowance; no, no!’
‘Did she drink the hot wine the doctor said she was to
have?’ demanded the first.
‘I tried to get it down,’ rejoined the other. ‘But her teeth
were tight set, and she clenched the mug so hard that it was
as much as I could do to get it back again. So I drank it; and
it did me good!’
Looking cautiously round, to ascertain that they were
not overheard, the two hags cowered nearer to the fire, and
chuckled heartily.
‘I mind the time,’ said the first speaker, ‘when she would
have done the same, and made rare fun of it afterwards.’
‘Ay, that she would,’ rejoined the other; ‘she had a merry
heart.
A many, many, beautiful corpses she laid out, as nice
and neat as waxwork. My old eyes have seen them—ay, and
those old hands touched them too; for I have helped her,
scores of times.’
Stretching forth her trembling fingers as she spoke, the
old creature shook them exultingly before her face, and
fumbling in her pocket, brought out an old time-discoloured tin snuff-box, from which she shook a few grains into
the outstretched palm of her companion, and a few more
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into her own. While they were thus employed, the matron,
who had been impatiently watching until the dying woman
should awaken from her stupor, joined them by the fire, and
sharply asked how long she was to wait?
‘Not long, mistress,’ replied the second woman, looking
up into her face. ‘We have none of us long to wait for Death.
Patience, patience! He’ll be here soon enough for us all.’
‘Hold your tongue, you doting idiot!’ said the matron
sternly. ‘You, Martha, tell me; has she been in this way before?’
‘Often,’ answered the first woman.
‘But will never be again,’ added the second one; ‘that is,
she’ll never wake again but once—and mind, mistress, that
won’t be for long!’
‘Long or short,’ said the matron, snappishly, ‘she won’t
find me here when she does wake; take care, both of you,
how you worry me again for nothing. It’s no part of my duty
to see all the old women in the house die, and I won’t—that’s
more. Mind that, you impudent old harridans. If you make
a fool of me again, I’ll soon cure you, I warrant you!’
She was bouncing away, when a cry from the two women,
who had turned towards the bed, caused her to look round.
The patient had raised herself upright, and was stretching
her arms towards them.
‘Who’s that?’ she cried, in a hollow voice.
‘Hush, hush!’ said one of the women, stooping over her.
‘Lie down, lie down!’
‘I’ll never lie down again alive!’ said the woman, struggling. ‘I WILL tell her! Come here! Nearer! Let me whisper
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in your ear.’
She clutched the matron by the arm, and forcing her into
a chair by the bedside, was about to speak, when looking
round, she caught sight of the two old women bending forward in the attitude of eager listeners.
‘Turn them away,’ said the woman, drowsily; ‘make haste!
make haste!’
The two old crones, chiming in together, began pouring out many piteous lamentations that the poor dear was
too far gone to know her best friends; and were uttering
sundry protestations that they would never leave her, when
the superior pushed them from the room, closed the door,
and returned to the bedside. On being excluded, the old
ladies changed their tone, and cried through the keyhole
that old Sally was drunk; which, indeed, was not unlikely;
since, in addition to a moderate dose of opium prescribed
by the apothecary, she was labouring under the effects of a
final taste of gin-and-water which had been privily administered, in the openness of their hearts, by the worthy old
ladies themselves.
‘Now listen to me,’ said the dying woman aloud, as if
making a great effort to revive one latent spark of energy.
‘In this very room—in this very bed—I once nursed a pretty
young creetur’, that was brought into the house with her
feet cut and bruised with walking, and all soiled with dust
and blood. She gave birth to a boy, and died. Let me think—
what was the year again!’
‘Never mind the year,’ said the impatient auditor; ‘what
about her?’
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‘Ay,’ murmured the sick woman, relapsing into her former drowsy state, ‘what about her?—what about—I know!’
she cried, jumping fiercely up: her face flushed, and her eyes
starting from her head—‘I robbed her, so I did! She wasn’t
cold—I tell you she wasn’t cold, when I stole it!’
‘Stole what, for God’s sake?’ cried the matron, with a gesture as if she would call for help.
‘IT!’ replied the woman, laying her hand over the other’s
mouth. ‘The only thing she had. She wanted clothes to keep
her warm, and food to eat; but she had kept it safe, and had
it in her bosom. It was gold, I tell you! Rich gold, that might
have saved her life!’
‘Gold!’ echoed the matron, bending eagerly over the
woman as she fell back. ‘Go on, go on—yest—what of it?
Who was the mother?
When was it?’
‘She charge me to keep it safe,’ replied the woman with a
groan, ‘and trusted me as the only woman about her. I stole
it in my heart when she first showed it me hanging round
her neck; and the child’s death, perhaps, is on me besides!
They would have treated him better, if they had known it
all!’
‘Known what?’ asked the other. ‘Speak!’
‘The boy grew so like his mother,’ said the woman, rambling on, and not heeding the question, ‘that I could never
forget it when I saw his face. Poor girl! poor girl! She was so
young, too! Such a gentle lamb! Wait; there’s more to tell. I
have not told you all, have I?’
‘No, no,’ replied the matron, inclining her head to catch
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the words, as they came more faintly from the dying woman. ‘Be quick, or it may be too late!’
‘The mother,’ said the woman, making a more violent effort than before; ‘the mother, when the pains of death first
came upon her, whispered in my ear that if her baby was
born alive, and thrived, the day might come when it would
not feel so much disgraced to hear its poor young mother
named. ‘And oh, kind Heaven!’ she said, folding her thin
hands together, ‘whether it be boy or girl, raise up some
friends for it in this troubled world, and take pity upon a
lonely desolate child, abandoned to its mercy!‘
‘The boy’s name?’ demanded the matron.
‘They CALLED him Oliver,’ replied the woman, feebly.
‘The gold I stole was—‘
‘Yes, yes—what?’ cried the other.
She was bending eagerly over the woman to hear her
reply; but drew back, instinctively, as she once again rose,
slowly and stiffly, into a sitting posture; then, clutching the
coverlid with both hands, muttered some indistinct sounds
in her throat, and fell lifeless on the bed.
*******
‘Stone dead!’ said one of the old women, hurrying in as
soon as the door was opened.
‘And nothing to tell, after all,’ rejoined the matron, walking carelessly away.
The two crones, to all appearance, too busily occupied in
the preparations for their dreadful duties to make any reply,
were left alone, hovering about the body.
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CHAPTER XXV
WHEREIN THIS HISTORY
REVERTS TO MR. FAGIN
AND COMPANY

W

hile these things were passing in the country workhouse, Mr. Fagin sat in the old den—the same from
which Oliver had been removed by the girl—brooding over
a dull, smoky fire. He held a pair of bellows upon his knee,
with which he had apparently been endeavouring to rouse
it into more cheerful action; but he had fallen into deep
thought; and with his arms folded on them, and his chin
resting on his thumbs, fixed his eyes, abstractedly, on the
rusty bars.
At a table behind him sat the Artful Dodger, Master
Charles Bates, and Mr. Chitling: all intent upon a game of
whist; the Artful taking dummy against Master Bates and
Mr. Chitling. The countenance of the first-named gentleman,
peculiarly intelligent at all times, acquired great additional
interest from his close observance of the game, and his attentive perusal of Mr. Chitling’s hand; upon which, from
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time to time, as occasion served, he bestowed a variety of
earnest glances: wisely regulating his own play by the result
of his observations upon his neighbour’s cards. It being a
cold night, the Dodger wore his hat, as, indeed, was often
his custom within doors. He also sustained a clay pipe between his teeth, which he only removed for a brief space
when he deemed it necessary to apply for refreshment to a
quart pot upon the table, which stood ready filled with ginand-water for the accommodation of the company.
Master Bates was also attentive to the play; but being of a
more excitable nature than his accomplished friend, it was
observable that he more frequently applied himself to the
gin-and-water, and moreover indulged in many jests and irrelevant remarks, all highly unbecoming a scientific rubber.
Indeed, the Artful, presuming upon their close attachment,
more than once took occasion to reason gravely with his
companion upon these improprieties; all of which remonstrances, Master Bates received in extremely good part;
merely requesting his friend to be ‘blowed,’ or to insert his
head in a sack, or replying with some other neatly-turned
witticism of a similar kind, the happy application of which,
excited considerable admiration in the mind of Mr. Chitling. It was remarkable that the latter gentleman and his
partner invariably lost; and that the circumstance, so far
from angering Master Bates, appeared to afford him the
highest amusement, inasmuch as he laughed most uproariously at the end of every deal, and protested that he had
never seen such a jolly game in all his born days.
‘That’s two doubles and the rub,’ said Mr. Chitling, with
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a very long face, as he drew half-a-crown from his waistcoat-pocket. ‘I never see such a feller as you, Jack; you win
everything. Even when we’ve good cards, Charley and I
can’t make nothing of ‘em.’
Either the master or the manner of this remark, which
was made very ruefully, delighted Charley Bates so much,
that his consequent shout of laughter roused the Jew from
his reverie, and induced him to inquire what was the matter.
‘Matter, Fagin!’ cried Charley. ‘I wish you had watched
the play. Tommy Chitling hasn’t won a point; and I went
partners with him against the Artfull and dumb.’
‘Ay, ay!’ said the Jew, with a grin, which sufficiently demonstrated that he was at no loss to understand the reason.
‘Try ‘em again, Tom; try ‘em again.’
‘No more of it for me, thank ‘ee, Fagin,’ replied Mr. Chitling; ‘I’ve had enough. That ‘ere Dodger has such a run of
luck that there’s no standing again’ him.’
‘Ha! ha! my dear,’ replied the Jew, ‘you must get up very
early in the morning, to win against the Dodger.’
‘Morning!’ said Charley Bates; ‘you must put your boots
on over-night, and have a telescope at each eye, and a opera-glass between your shoulders, if you want to come over
him.’
Mr. Dawkins received these handsome compliments
with much philosophy, and offered to cut any gentleman
in company, for the first picture-card, at a shilling at a time.
Nobody accepting the challenge, and his pipe being by this
time smoked out, he proceeded to amuse himself by sketchFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ing a ground-plan of Newgate on the table with the piece of
chalk which had served him in lieu of counters; whistling,
meantime, with peculiar shrillness.
‘How precious dull you are, Tommy!’ said the Dodger,
stopping short when there had been a long silence; and addressing Mr. Chitling. ‘What do you think he’s thinking of,
Fagin?’
‘How should I know, my dear?’ replied the Jew, looking
round as he plied the bellows. ‘About his losses, maybe; or
the little retirement in the country that he’s just left, eh? Ha!
ha! Is that it, my dear?’
‘Not a bit of it,’ replied the Dodger, stopping the subject
of discourse as Mr. Chitling was about to reply. ‘What do
YOU say, Charley?’
‘I should say,’ replied Master Bates, with a grin, ‘that he
was uncommon sweet upon Betsy. See how he’s a-blushing!
Oh, my eye! here’s a merry-go-rounder! Tommy Chitling’s
in love! Oh, Fagin, Fagin! what a spree!’
Thoroughly overpowered with the notion of Mr. Chitling
being the victim of the tender passion, Master Bates threw
himself back in his chair with such violence, that he lost his
balance, and pitched over upon the floor; where (the accident abating nothing of his merriment) he lay at full length
until his laugh was over, when he resumed his former position, and began another laugh.
‘Never mind him, my dear,’ said the Jew, winking at Mr.
Dawkins, and giving Master Bates a reproving tap with the
nozzle of the bellows. ‘Betsy’s a fine girl. Stick up to her,
Tom. Stick up to her.’
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‘What I mean to say, Fagin,’ replied Mr. Chitling, very
red in the face, ‘is, that that isn’t anything to anybody here.’
‘No more it is,’ replied the Jew; ‘Charley will talk. Don’t
mind him, my dear; don’t mind him. Betsy’s a fine girl. Do
as she bids you, Tom, and you will make your fortune.’
‘So I DO do as she bids me,’ replied Mr. Chitling; ‘I
shouldn’t have been milled, if it hadn’t been for her advice.
But it turned out a good job for you; didn’t it, Fagin! And
what’s six weeks of it? It must come, some time or another,
and why not in the winter time when you don’t want to go
out a-walking so much; eh, Fagin?’
‘Ah, to be sure, my dear,’ replied the Jew.
‘You wouldn’t mind it again, Tom, would you,’ asked the
Dodger, winking upon Charley and the Jew, ‘if Bet was all
right?’
‘I mean to say that I shouldn’t,’ replied Tom, angrily.
‘There, now. Ah! Who’ll say as much as that, I should like
to know; eh, Fagin?’
‘Nobody, my dear,’ replied the Jew; ‘not a soul, Tom. I
don’t know one of ‘em that would do it besides you; not one
of ‘em, my dear.’
‘I might have got clear off, if I’d split upon her; mightn’t I,
Fagin?’ angrily pursued the poor half-witted dupe. ‘A word
from me would have done it; wouldn’t it, Fagin?’
‘To be sure it would, my dear,’ replied the Jew.
‘But I didn’t blab it; did I, Fagin?’ demanded Tom, pouring question upon question with great volubility.
‘No, no, to be sure,’ replied the Jew; ‘you were too stouthearted for that. A deal too stout, my dear!’
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‘Perhaps I was,’ rejoined Tom, looking round; ‘and if I
was, what’s to laugh at, in that; eh, Fagin?’
The Jew, perceiving that Mr. Chitling was considerably
roused, hastened to assure him that nobody was laughing;
and to prove the gravity of the company, appealed to Master
Bates, the principal offender. But, unfortunately, Charley, in
opening his mouth to reply that he was never more serious
in his life, was unable to prevent the escape of such a violent
roar, that the abused Mr. Chitling, without any preliminary
ceremonies, rushed across the room and aimed a blow at
the offender; who, being skilful in evading pursuit, ducked
to avoid it, and chose his time so well that it lighted on the
chest of the merry old gentleman, and caused him to stagger to the wall, where he stood panting for breath, while Mr.
Chitling looked on in intense dismay.
‘Hark!’ cried the Dodger at this moment, ‘I heard the tinkler.’ Catching up the light, he crept softly upstairs.
The bell was rung again, with some impatience, while the
party were in darkness. After a short pause, the Dodger reappeared, and whispered Fagin mysteriously.
‘What!’ cried the Jew, ‘alone?’
The Dodger nodded in the affirmative, and, shading the
flame of the candle with his hand, gave Charley Bates a private intimation, in dumb show, that he had better not be
funny just then. Having performed this friendly office, he
fixed his eyes on the Jew’s face, and awaited his directions.
The old man bit his yellow fingers, and meditated for
some seconds; his face working with agitation the while, as
if he dreaded something, and feared to know the worst. At
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length he raised his head.
‘Where is he?’ he asked.
The Dodger pointed to the floor above, and made a gesture, as if to leave the room.
‘Yes,’ said the Jew, answering the mute inquiry; ‘bring
him down.
Hush! Quiet, Charley! Gently, Tom! Scarce, scarce!’
This brief direction to Charley Bates, and his recent antagonist, was softly and immediately obeyed. There was no
sound of their whereabout, when the Dodger descended
the stairs, bearing the light in his hand, and followed by a
man in a coarse smock-frock; who, after casting a hurried
glance round the room, pulled off a large wrapper which
had concealed the lower portion of his face, and disclosed:
all haggard, unwashed, and unshorn: the features of flash
Toby Crackit.
‘How are you, Faguey?’ said this worthy, nodding to the
Jew. ‘Pop that shawl away in my castor, Dodger, so that I
may know where to find it when I cut; that’s the time of day!
You’ll be a fine young cracksman afore the old file now.’
With these words he pulled up the smock-frock; and,
winding it round his middle, drew a chair to the fire, and
placed his feet upon the hob.
‘See there, Faguey,’ he said, pointing disconsolately to his
top boots; ‘not a drop of Day and Martin since you know
when; not a bubble of blacking, by Jove! But don’t look at me
in that way, man. All in good time. I can’t talk about business till I’ve eat and drank; so produce the sustainance, and
let’s have a quiet fill-out for the first time these three days!’
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The Jew motioned to the Dodger to place what eatables
there were, upon the table; and, seating himself opposite
the housebreaker, waited his leisure.
To judge from appearances, Toby was by no means in a
hurry to open the conversation. At first, the Jew contented himself with patiently watching his countenance, as if
to gain from its expression some clue to the intelligence he
brought; but in vain.
He looked tired and worn, but there was the same complacent repose upon his features that they always wore: and
through dirt, and beard, and whisker, there still shone, unimpaired, the self-satisfied smirk of flash Toby Crackit. Then
the Jew, in an agony of impatience, watched every morsel he
put into his mouth; pacing up and down the room, meanwhile, in irrepressible excitement. It was all of no use. Toby
continued to eat with the utmost outward indifference, until he could eat no more; then, ordering the Dodger out, he
closed the door, mixed a glass of spirits and water, and composed himself for talking.
‘First and foremost, Faguey,’ said Toby.
‘Yes, yes!’ interposed the Jew, drawing up his chair.
Mr. Crackit stopped to take a draught of spirits and water, and to declare that the gin was excellent; then placing
his feet against the low mantelpiece, so as to bring his boots
to about the level of his eye, he quietly resumed.
‘First and foremost, Faguey,’ said the housebreaker,
‘how’s Bill?’
‘What!’ screamed the Jew, starting from his seat.
‘Why, you don’t mean to say—‘ began Toby, turning
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pale.
‘Mean!’ cried the Jew, stamping furiously on the ground.
‘Where are they? Sikes and the boy! Where are they? Where
have they been? Where are they hiding? Why have they not
been here?’
‘The crack failed,’ said Toby faintly.
‘I know it,’ replied the Jew, tearing a newspaper from his
pocket and pointing to it. ‘What more?’
‘They fired and hit the boy. We cut over the fields at the
back, with him between us—straight as the crow flies—
through hedge and ditch. They gave chase. Damme! the
whole country was awake, and the dogs upon us.’
‘The boy!’
‘Bill had him on his back, and scudded like the wind. We
stopped to take him between us; his head hung down, and
he was cold. They were close upon our heels; every man for
himself, and each from the gallows! We parted company,
and left the youngster lying in a ditch. Alive or dead, that’s
all I know about him.’
The Jew stopped to hear no more; but uttering a loud yell,
and twining his hands in his hair, rushed from the room,
and from the house.
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CHAPTER XXVI
IN WHICH A MYSTERIOUS
CHARACTER APPEARS
UPON THE SCENE;
AND MANY THINGS,
INSEPARABLE FROM THIS
HISTORY, ARE DONE
AND PERFORMED

T

he old man had gained the street corner, before he began to recover the effect of Toby Crackit’s intelligence.
He had relaxed nothing of his unusual speed; but was still
pressing onward, in the same wild and disordered manner,
when the sudden dashing past of a carriage: and a boisterous cry from the foot passengers, who saw his danger: drove
him back upon the pavement. Avoiding, as much as was
possible, all the main streets, and skulking only through

286

Oliver Twist

the by-ways and alleys, he at length emerged on Snow Hill.
Here he walked even faster than before; nor did he linger
until he had again turned into a court; when, as if conscious
that he was now in his proper element, he fell into his usual
shuffling pace, and seemed to breathe more freely.
Near to the spot on which Snow Hill and Holborn Hill
meet, opens, upon the right hand as you come out of the
City, a narrow and dismal alley, leading to Saffron Hill. In
its filthy shops are exposed for sale huge bunches of secondhand silk handkerchiefs, of all sizes and patterns; for here
reside the traders who purchase them from pick-pockets.
Hundreds of these handkerchiefs hang dangling from pegs
outside the windows or flaunting from the door-posts; and
the shelves, within, are piled with them. Confined as the
limits of Field Lane are, it has its barber, its coffee-shop, its
beer-shop, and its fried-fish warehouse. It is a commercial
colony of itself: the emporium of petty larceny: visited at
early morning, and setting-in of dusk, by silent merchants,
who traffic in dark back-parlours, and who go as strangely
as they come. Here, the clothesman, the shoe-vamper, and
the rag-merchant, display their goods, as sign-boards to the
petty thief; here, stores of old iron and bones, and heaps of
mildewy fragments of woollen-stuff and linen, rust and rot
in the grimy cellars.
It was into this place that the Jew turned. He was well
known to the sallow denizens of the lane; for such of them
as were on the look-out to buy or sell, nodded, familiarly, as
he passed along. He replied to their salutations in the same
way; but bestowed no closer recognition until he reached
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the further end of the alley; when he stopped, to address a
salesman of small stature, who had squeezed as much of his
person into a child’s chair as the chair would hold, and was
smoking a pipe at his warehouse door.
‘Why, the sight of you, Mr. Fagin, would cure the hoptalymy!’ said this respectable trader, in acknowledgment of
the Jew’s inquiry after his health.
‘The neighbourhood was a little too hot, Lively,’ said Fagin, elevating his eyebrows, and crossing his hands upon
his shoulders.
‘Well, I’ve heerd that complaint of it, once or twice before,’ replied the trader; ‘but it soon cools down again; don’t
you find it so?’
Fagin nodded in the affirmative. Pointing in the direction of Saffron Hill, he inquired whether any one was up
yonder to-night.
‘At the Cripples?’ inquired the man.
The Jew nodded.
‘Let me see,’ pursued the merchant, reflecting.
‘Yes, there’s some half-dozen of ‘em gone in, that I knows.
I don’t think your friend’s there.’
‘Sikes is not, I suppose?’ inquired the Jew, with a disappointed countenance.
‘Non istwentus, as the lawyers say,’ replied the little man,
shaking his head, and looking amazingly sly. ‘Have you got
anything in my line to-night?’
‘Nothing to-night,’ said the Jew, turning away.
‘Are you going up to the Cripples, Fagin?’ cried the little
man, calling after him. ‘Stop! I don’t mind if I have a drop
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there with you!’
But as the Jew, looking back, waved his hand to intimate
that he preferred being alone; and, moreover, as the little
man could not very easily disengage himself from the chair;
the sign of the Cripples was, for a time, bereft of the advantage of Mr. Lively’s presence. By the time he had got upon
his legs, the Jew had disappeared; so Mr. Lively, after ineffectually standing on tiptoe, in the hope of catching sight
of him, again forced himself into the little chair, and, exchanging a shake of the head with a lady in the opposite
shop, in which doubt and mistrust were plainly mingled,
resumed his pipe with a grave demeanour.
The Three Cripples, or rather the Cripples; which was the
sign by which the establishment was familiarly known to
its patrons: was the public-house in which Mr. Sikes and
his dog have already figured. Merely making a sign to a
man at the bar, Fagin walked straight upstairs, and opening
the door of a room, and softly insinuating himself into the
chamber, looked anxiously about: shading his eyes with his
hand, as if in search of some particular person.
The room was illuminated by two gas-lights; the glare
of which was prevented by the barred shutters, and closely-drawn curtains of faded red, from being visible outside.
The ceiling was blackened, to prevent its colour from being injured by the flaring of the lamps; and the place was
so full of dense tobacco smoke, that at first it was scarcely
possible to discern anything more. By degrees, however, as
some of it cleared away through the open door, an assemblage of heads, as confused as the noises that greeted the
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ear, might be made out; and as the eye grew more accustomed to the scene, the spectator gradually became aware
of the presence of a numerous company, male and female,
crowded round a long table: at the upper end of which, sat a
chairman with a hammer of office in his hand; while a professional gentleman with a bluish nose, and his face tied up
for the benefit of a toothache, presided at a jingling piano in
a remote corner.
As Fagin stepped softly in, the professional gentleman,
running over the keys by way of prelude, occasioned a
general cry of order for a song; which having subsided, a
young lady proceeded to entertain the company with a ballad in four verses, between each of which the accompanyist
played the melody all through, as loud as he could. When
this was over, the chairman gave a sentiment, after which,
the professional gentleman on the chairman’s right and left
volunteered a duet, and sang it, with great applause.
It was curious to observe some faces which stood out
prominently from among the group. There was the chairman himself, (the landlord of the house,) a coarse, rough,
heavy built fellow, who, while the songs were proceeding,
rolled his eyes hither and thither, and, seeming to give himself up to joviality, had an eye for everything that was done,
and an ear for everything that was said—and sharp ones,
too. Near him were the singers: receiving, with professional
indifference, the compliments of the company, and applying themselves, in turn, to a dozen proffered glasses of
spirits and water, tendered by their more boisterous admirers; whose countenances, expressive of almost every vice in
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almost every grade, irresistibly attracted the attention, by
their very repulsiveness. Cunning, ferocity, and drunkeness in all its stages, were there, in their strongest aspect;
and women:
some with the last lingering tinge of their early freshness
almost fading as you looked: others with every mark and
stamp of their sex utterly beaten out, and presenting but
one loathsome blank of profligacy and crime; some mere
girls, others but young women, and none past the prime of
life; formed the darkest and saddest portion of this dreary
picture.
Fagin, troubled by no grave emotions, looked eagerly
from face to face while these proceedings were in progress; but apparently without meeting that of which he was
in search. Succeeding, at length, in catching the eye of the
man who occupied the chair, he beckoned to him slightly,
and left the room, as quietly as he had entered it.
‘What can I do for you, Mr. Fagin?’ inquired the man,
as he followed him out to the landing. ‘Won’t you join us?
They’ll be delighted, every one of ‘em.’
The Jew shook his head impatiently, and said in a whisper, ‘Is HE here?’
‘No,’ replied the man.
‘And no news of Barney?’ inquired Fagin.
‘None,’ replied the landlord of the Cripples; for it was he.
‘He won’t stir till it’s all safe. Depend on it, they’re on the
scent down there; and that if he moved, he’d blow upon the
thing at once. He’s all right enough, Barney is, else I should
have heard of him. I’ll pound it, that Barney’s managing
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properly. Let him alone for that.’
‘Will HE be here to-night?’ asked the Jew, laying the same
emphasis on the pronoun as before.
‘Monks, do you mean?’ inquired the landlord, hesitating.
‘Hush!’ said the Jew. ‘Yes.’
‘Certain,’ replied the man, drawing a gold watch from his
fob; ‘I expected him here before now. If you’ll wait ten minutes, he’ll be—‘
‘No, no,’ said the Jew, hastily; as though, however desirous he might be to see the person in question, he was
nevertheless relieved by his absence. ‘Tell him I came here
to see him; and that he must come to me to-night. No, say tomorrow. As he is not here, to-morrow will be time enough.’
‘Good!’ said the man. ‘Nothing more?’
‘Not a word now,’ said the Jew, descending the stairs.
‘I say,’ said the other, looking over the rails, and speaking in a hoarse whisper; ‘what a time this would be for a
sell! I’ve got Phil Barker here: so drunk, that a boy might
take him!’
‘Ah! But it’s not Phil Barker’s time,’ said the Jew, looking up.
‘Phil has something more to do, before we can afford to
part with him; so go back to the company, my dear, and
tell them to lead merry lives—WHILE THEY LAST. Ha! ha!
ha!’
The landlord reciprocated the old man’s laugh; and returned to his guests. The Jew was no sooner alone, than
his countenance resumed its former expression of anxiety
and thought. After a brief reflection, he called a hack-cab292
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riolet, and bade the man drive towards Bethnal Green. He
dismissed him within some quarter of a mile of Mr. Sikes’s
residence, and performed the short remainder of the distance, on foot.
‘Now,’ muttered the Jew, as he knocked at the door, ‘if
there is any deep play here, I shall have it out of you, my girl,
cunning as you are.’
She was in her room, the woman said. Fagin crept softly
upstairs, and entered it without any previous ceremony. The
girl was alone; lying with her head upon the table, and her
hair straggling over it.
‘She has been drinking,’ thought the Jew, cooly, ‘or perhaps she is only miserable.’
The old man turned to close the door, as he made this
reflection; the noise thus occasioned, roused the girl. She
eyed his crafty face narrowly, as she inquired to his recital
of Toby Crackit’s story. When it was concluded, she sank
into her former attitude, but spoke not a word. She pushed
the candle impatiently away; and once or twice as she feverishly changed her position, shuffled her feet upon the
ground; but this was all.
During the silence, the Jew looked restlessly about the
room, as if to assure himself that there were no appearances of Sikes having covertly returned. Apparently satisfied
with his inspection, he coughed twice or thrice, and made
as many efforts to open a conversation; but the girl heeded
him no more than if he had been made of stone. At length
he made another attempt; and rubbing his hands together,
said, in his most concilitory tone,
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‘And where should you think Bill was now, my dear?’
The girl moaned out some half intelligible reply, that she
could not tell; and seemed, from the smothered noise that
escaped her, to be crying.
‘And the boy, too,’ said the Jew, straining his eyes to
catch a glimpse of her face. ‘Poor leetle child! Left in a ditch,
Nance; only think!’
‘The child,’ said the girl, suddenly looking up, ‘is better
where he is, than among us; and if no harm comes to Bill
from it, I hope he lies dead in the ditch and that his young
bones may rot there.’
‘What!’ cried the Jew, in amazement.
‘Ay, I do,’ returned the girl, meeting his gaze. ‘I shall be
glad to have him away from my eyes, and to know that the
worst is over. I can’t bear to have him about me. The sight of
him turns me against myself, and all of you.’
‘Pooh!’ said the Jew, scornfully. ‘You’re drunk.’
‘Am I?’ cried the girl bitterly. ‘It’s no fault of yours, if I am
not! You’d never have me anything else, if you had your will,
except now;—the humour doesn’t suit you, doesn’t it?’
‘No!’ rejoined the Jew, furiously. ‘It does not.’
‘Change it, then!’ responded the girl, with a laugh.
‘Change it!’ exclaimed the Jew, exasperated beyond all
bounds by his companion’s unexpected obstinacy, and the
vexation of the night, ‘I WILL change it! Listen to me, you
drab. Listen to me, who with six words, can strangle Sikes
as surely as if I had his bull’s throat between my fingers now.
If he comes back, and leaves the boy behind him; if he gets
off free, and dead or alive, fails to restore him to me; murder
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him yourself if you would have him escape Jack Ketch. And
do it the moment he sets foot in this room, or mind me, it
will be too late!’
‘What is all this?’ cried the girl involuntarily.
‘What is it?’ pursued Fagin, mad with rage. ‘When the
boy’s worth hundreds of pounds to me, am I to lose what
chance threw me in the way of getting safely, through the
whims of a drunken gang that I could whistle away the lives
of! And me bound, too, to a born devil that only wants the
will, and has the power to, to—‘
Panting for breath, the old man stammered for a word;
and in that instant checked the torrent of his wrath, and
changed his whole demeanour. A moment before, his
clenched hands had grasped the air; his eyes had dilated;
and his face grown livid with passion; but now, he shrunk
into a chair, and, cowering together, trembled with the
apprehension of having himself disclosed some hidden villainy. After a short silence, he ventured to look round at his
companion. He appeared somewhat reassured, on beholding her in the same listless attitude from which he had first
roused her.
‘Nancy, dear!’ croaked the Jew, in his usual voice. ‘Did
you mind me, dear?’
‘Don’t worry me now, Fagin!’ replied the girl, raising her
head languidly. ‘If Bill has not done it this time, he will another. He has done many a good job for you, and will do
many more when he can; and when he can’t he won’t; so no
more about that.’
‘Regarding this boy, my dear?’ said the Jew, rubbing the
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palms of his hands nervously together.
‘The boy must take his chance with the rest,’ interrupted
Nancy, hastily; ‘and I say again, I hope he is dead, and out
of harm’s way, and out of yours,—that is, if Bill comes to no
harm. And if Toby got clear off, Bill’s pretty sure to be safe;
for Bill’s worth two of Toby any time.’
‘And about what I was saying, my dear?’ observed the Jew,
keeping his glistening eye steadily upon her.
‘Your must say it all over again, if it’s anything you want
me to do,’ rejoined Nancy; ‘and if it is, you had better wait
till to-morrow. You put me up for a minute; but now I’m
stupid again.’
Fagin put several other questions: all with the same drift
of ascertaining whether the girl had profited by his unguarded hints; but, she answered them so readily, and was
withal so utterly unmoved by his searching looks, that his
original impression of her being more than a trifle in liquor,
was confirmed. Nancy, indeed, was not exempt from a failing which was very common among the Jew’s female pupils;
and in which, in their tenderer years, they were rather encouraged than checked. Her disordered appearance, and a
wholesale perfume of Geneva which pervaded the apartment, afforded stong confirmatory evidence of the justice
of the Jew’s supposition; and when, after indulging in the
temporary display of violence above described, she subsided, first into dullness, and afterwards into a compound of
feelings: under the influence of which she shed tears one
minute, and in the next gave utterance to various exclamations of ‘Never say die!’ and divers calculations as to what
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might be the amount of the odds so long as a lady or gentleman was happy, Mr. Fagin, who had had considerable
experience of such matters in his time, saw, with great satisfaction, that she was very far gone indeed.
Having eased his mind by this discovery; and having accomplished his twofold object of imparting to the girl what
he had, that night, heard, and of ascertaining, with his own
eyes, that Sikes had not returned, Mr. Fagin again turned
his face homeward: leaving his young friend asleep, with
her head upon the table.
It was within an hour of midnight. The weather being
dark, and piercing cold, he had no great temptation to loiter. The sharp wind that scoured the streets, seemed to have
cleared them of passengers, as of dust and mud, for few people were abroad, and they were to all appearance hastening
fast home. It blew from the right quarter for the Jew, however, and straight before it he went: trembling, and shivering,
as every fresh gust drove him rudely on his way.
He had reached the corner of his own street, and was
already fumbling in his pocket for the door-key, when a
dark figure emerged from a projecting entrance which lay
in deep shadow, and, crossing the road, glided up to him
unperceived.
‘Fagin!’ whispered a voice close to his ear.
‘Ah!’ said the Jew, turning quickly round, ‘is that—‘
‘Yes!’ interrupted the stranger. ‘I have been lingering here
these two hours. Where the devil have you been?’
‘On your business, my dear,’ replied the Jew, glancing
uneasily at his companion, and slackening his pace as he
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spoke. ‘On your business all night.’
‘Oh, of course!’ said the stranger, with a sneer. ‘Well; and
what’s come of it?’
‘Nothing good,’ said the Jew.
‘Nothing bad, I hope?’ said the stranger, stopping short,
and turning a startled look on his companion.
The Jew shook his head, and was about to reply, when the
stranger, interrupting him, motioned to the house, before
which they had by this time arrived: remarking, that he had
better say what he had got to say, under cover: for his blood
was chilled with standing about so long, and the wind blew
through him.
Fagin looked as if he could have willingly excused himself from taking home a visitor at that unseasonable hour;
and, indeed, muttered something about having no fire; but
his companion repeating his request in a peremptory manner, he unlocked the door, and requested him to close it
softly, while he got a light.
‘It’s as dark as the grave,’ said the man, groping forward
a few steps. ‘Make haste!’
‘Shut the door,’ whispered Fagin from the end of the passage. As he spoke, it closed with a loud noise.
‘That wasn’t my doing,’ said the other man, feeling his
way. ‘The wind blew it to, or it shut of its own accord: one
or the other. Look sharp with the light, or I shall knock my
brains out against something in this confounded hole.’
Fagin stealthily descended the kitchen stairs. After a
short absence, he returned with a lighted candle, and the
intelligence that Toby Crackit was asleep in the back room
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below, and that the boys were in the front one. Beckoning
the man to follow him, he led the way upstairs.
‘We can say the few words we’ve got to say in here, my
dear,’ said the Jew, throwing open a door on the first floor;
‘and as there are holes in the shutters, and we never show
lights to our neighbours, we’ll set the candle on the stairs.
There!’
With those words, the Jew, stooping down, placed the
candle on an upper flight of stairs, exactly opposite to the
room door. This done, he led the way into the apartment;
which was destitute of all movables save a broken arm-chair,
and an old couch or sofa without covering, which stood behind the door. Upon this piece of furniture, the stranger sat
himself with the air of a weary man; and the Jew, drawing
up the arm-chair opposite, they sat face to face. It was not
quite dark; the door was partially open; and the candle outside, threw a feeble reflection on the opposite wall.
They conversed for some time in whispers. Though nothing of the conversation was distinguishable beyond a few
disjointed words here and there, a listener might easily
have perceived that Fagin appeared to be defending himself against some remarks of the stranger; and that the latter
was in a state of considerable irritation. They might have
been talking, thus, for a quarter of an hour or more, when
Monks—by which name the Jew had designated the strange
man several times in the course of their colloquy—said,
raising his voice a little,
‘I tell you again, it was badly planned. Why not have kept
him here among the rest, and made a sneaking, snivelling
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pickpocket of him at once?’
‘Only hear him!’ exclaimed the Jew, shrugging his shoulders.
‘Why, do you mean to say you couldn’t have done it, if
you had chosen?’ demanded Monks, sternly. ‘Haven’t you
done it, with other boys, scores of times? If you had had
patience for a twelvemonth, at most, couldn’t you have got
him convicted, and sent safely out of the kingdom; perhaps
for life?’
‘Whose turn would that have served, my dear?’ inquired
the Jew humbly.
‘Mine,’ replied Monks.
‘But not mine,’ said the Jew, submissively. ‘He might have
become of use to me. When there are two parties to a bargain, it is only reasonable that the interests of both should
be consulted; is it, my good friend?’
‘What then?’ demanded Monks.
‘I saw it was not easy to train him to the business,’ replied
the Jew; ‘he was not like other boys in the same circumstances.’
‘Curse him, no!’ muttered the man, ‘or he would have
been a thief, long ago.’
‘I had no hold upon him to make him worse,’ pursued the
Jew, anxiously watching the countenance of his companion.
‘His hand was not in. I had nothing to frighten him with;
which we always must have in the beginning, or we labour
in vain. What could I do? Send him out with the Dodger
and Charley? We had enough of that, at first, my dear; I
trembled for us all.’
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‘THAT was not my doing,’ observed Monks.
‘No, no, my dear!’ renewed the Jew. ‘And I don’t quarrel
with it now; because, if it had never happened, you might
never have clapped eyes on the boy to notice him, and so led
to the discovery that it was him you were looking for. Well!
I got him back for you by means of the girl; and then SHE
begins to favour him.’
‘Throttle the girl!’ said Monks, impatiently.
‘Why, we can’t afford to do that just now, my dear,’ replied the Jew, smiling; ‘and, besides, that sort of thing is not
in our way; or, one of these days, I might be glad to have it
done. I know what these girls are, Monks, well. As soon as
the boy begins to harden, she’ll care no more for him, than
for a block of wood. You want him made a thief. If he is alive,
I can make him one from this time; and, if—if—‘ said the
Jew, drawing nearer to the other,—‘it’s not likely, mind,—
but if the worst comes to the worst, and he is dead—‘
‘It’s no fault of mine if he is!’ interposed the other man,
with a look of terror, and clasping the Jew’s arm with trembling hands. ‘Mind that. Fagin! I had no hand in it. Anything
but his death, I told you from the first. I won’t shed blood;
it’s always found out, and haunts a man besides. If they shot
him dead, I was not the cause; do you hear me? Fire this infernal den! What’s that?’
‘What!’ cried the Jew, grasping the coward round the
body, with both arms, as he sprung to his feet. ‘Where?’
‘Yonder! replied the man, glaring at the opposite wall.
‘The shadow! I saw the shadow of a woman, in a cloak and
bonnet, pass along the wainscot like a breath!’
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The Jew released his hold, and they rushed tumultuously from the room. The candle, wasted by the draught, was
standing where it had been placed. It showed them only the
empty staircase, and their own white faces. They listened
intently: a profound silence reigned throughout the house.
‘It’s your fancy,’ said the Jew, taking up the light and
turning to his companion.
‘I’ll swear I saw it!’ replied Monks, trembling. ‘It was
bending forward when I saw it first; and when I spoke, it
darted away.’
The Jew glanced contemptuously at the pale face of his
associate, and, telling him he could follow, if he pleased, ascended the stairs. They looked into all the rooms; they were
cold, bare, and empty. They descended into the passage, and
thence into the cellars below. The green damp hung upon
the low walls; the tracks of the snail and slug glistened in
the light of the candle; but all was still as death.
‘What do you think now?’ said the Jew, when they had
regained the passage. ‘Besides ourselves, there’s not a creature in the house except Toby and the boys; and they’re safe
enough. See here!’
As a proof of the fact, the Jew drew forth two keys from
his pocket; and explained, that when he first went downstairs, he had locked them in, to prevent any intrusion on
the conference.
This accumulated testimony effectually staggered Mr.
Monks. His protestations had gradually become less and less
vehement as they proceeded in their search without making
any discovery; and, now, he gave vent to several very grim
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laughs, and confessed it could only have been his excited
imagination. He declined any renewal of the conversation,
however, for that night: suddenly remembering that it was
past one o’clock. And so the amiable couple parted.
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CHAPTER XXVII
ATONES FOR THE
UNPOLITENESS OF A
FORMER CHAPTER; WHICH
DESERTED A LADY, MOST
UNCEREMONIOUSLY

A

s it would be, by no means, seemly in a humble author
to keep so mighty a personage as a beadle waiting, with
his back to the fire, and the skirts of his coat gathered up
under his arms, until such time as it might suit his pleasure
to relieve him; and as it would still less become his station,
or his gallentry to involve in the same neglect a lady on
whom that beadle had looked with an eye of tenderness and
affection, and in whose ear he had whispered sweet words,
which, coming from such a quarter, might well thrill the
bosom of maid or matron of whatsoever degree; the historian whose pen traces these words—trusting that he knows
his place, and that he entertains a becoming reverence for

304

Oliver Twist

those upon earth to whom high and important authority
is delegated—hastens to pay them that respect which their
position demands, and to treat them with all that duteous
ceremony which their exalted rank, and (by consequence)
great virtues, imperatively claim at his hands. Towards this
end, indeed, he had purposed to introduce, in this place, a
dissertation touching the divine right of beadles, and elucidative of the position, that a beadle can do no wrong: which
could not fail to have been both pleasurable and profitable
to the right-minded reader but which he is unfortunately
compelled, by want of time and space, to postpone to some
more convenient and fitting opportunity; on the arrival of
which, he will be prepared to show, that a beadle properly constituted: that is to say, a parochial beadle, attached
to a parochail workhouse, and attending in his official capacity the parochial church: is, in right and virtue of his
office, possessed of all the excellences and best qualities of
humanity; and that to none of those excellences, can mere
companies’ beadles, or court-of-law beadles, or even chapelof-ease beadles (save the last, and they in a very lowly and
inferior degree), lay the remotest sustainable claim.
Mr. Bumble had re-counted the teaspoons, re-weighed
the sugar-tongs, made a closer inspection of the milk-pot,
and ascertained to a nicety the exact condition of the furniture, down to the very horse-hair seats of the chairs; and
had repeated each process full half a dozen times; before he
began to think that it was time for Mrs. Corney to return.
Thinking begets thinking; as there were no sounds of Mrs.
Corney’s approach, it occured to Mr. Bumble that it would
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be an innocent and virtuous way of spending the time, if he
were further to allay his curiousity by a cursory glance at
the interior of Mrs. Corney’s chest of drawers.
Having listened at the keyhole, to assure himself that
nobody was approaching the chamber, Mr. Bumble, beginning at the bottom, proceeded to make himself acquainted
with the contents of the three long drawers: which, being
filled with various garments of good fashion and texture,
carefully preserved between two layers of old newspapers,
speckled with dried lavender: seemed to yield him exceeding
satisfaction. Arriving, in course of time, at the right-hand
corner drawer (in which was the key), and beholding therein a small padlocked box, which, being shaken, gave forth
a pleasant sound, as of the chinking of coin, Mr. Bumble
returned with a stately walk to the fireplace; and, resuming his old attitude, said, with a grave and determined air,
‘I’ll do it!’ He followed up this remarkable declaration, by
shaking his head in a waggish manner for ten minutes, as
though he were remonstrating with himself for being such
a pleasant dog; and then, he took a view of his legs in profile,
with much seeming pleasure and interest.
He was still placidly engaged in this latter survey, when
Mrs. Corney, hurrying into the room, threw herself, in a
breathless state, on a chair by the fireside, and covering her
eyes with one hand, placed the other over her heart, and
gasped for breath.
‘Mrs. Corney,’ said Mr. Bumble, stooping over the matron, ‘what is this, ma’am? Has anything happened, ma’am?
Pray answer me: I’m on—on—‘ Mr. Bumble, in his alarm,
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could not immediately think of the word ‘tenterhooks,’ so
he said ‘broken bottles.’
‘Oh, Mr. Bumble!’ cried the lady, ‘I have been so dreadfully put out!’
‘Put out, ma’am!’ exclaimed Mr. Bumble; ‘who has dared
to—? I know!’ said Mr. Bumble, checking himself, with native majesty, ‘this is them wicious paupers!’
‘It’s dreadful to think of!’ said the lady, shuddering.
‘Then DON’T think of it, ma’am,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble.
‘I can’t help it,’ whimpered the lady.
‘Then take something, ma’am,’ said Mr. Bumble soothingly. ‘A little of the wine?’
‘Not for the world!’ replied Mrs. Corney. ‘I couldn’t,—oh!
The top shelf in the right-hand corner—oh!’ Uttering these
words, the good lady pointed, distractedly, to the cupboard,
and underwent a convulsion from internal spasms. Mr.
Bumble rushed to the closet; and, snatching a pint greenglass bottle from the shelf thus incoherently indicated, filled
a tea-cup with its contents, and held it to the lady’s lips.
‘I’m better now,’ said Mrs. Corney, falling back, after
drinking half of it.
Mr. Bumble raised his eyes piously to the ceiling in
thankfulness; and, bringing them down again to the brim
of the cup, lifted it to his nose.
‘Peppermint,’ exclaimed Mrs. Corney, in a faint voice,
smiling gently on the beadle as she spoke. ‘Try it! There’s a
little—a little something else in it.’
Mr. Bumble tasted the medicine with a doubtful look;
smacked his lips; took another taste; and put the cup down
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empty.
‘It’s very comforting,’ said Mrs. Corney.
‘Very much so indeed, ma’am,’ said the beadle. As he
spoke, he drew a chair beside the matron, and tenderly inquired what had happened to distress her.
‘Nothing,’ replied Mrs. Corney. ‘I am a foolish, excitable,
weak creetur.’
‘Not weak, ma’am,’ retorted Mr. Bumble, drawing his
chair a little closer. ‘Are you a weak creetur, Mrs. Corney?’
‘We are all weak creeturs,’ said Mrs. Corney, laying down
a general principle.
‘So we are,’ said the beadle.
Nothing was said on either side, for a minute or two afterwards. By the expiration of that time, Mr. Bumble had
illustrated the position by removing his left arm from the
back of Mrs. Corney’s chair, where it had previously rested,
to Mrs. Corney’s aprong-string, round which is gradually
became entwined.
‘We are all weak creeturs,’ said Mr. Bumble.
Mrs. Corney sighed.
‘Don’t sigh, Mrs. Corney,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘I can’t help it,’ said Mrs. Corney. And she sighed again.
‘This is a very comfortable room, ma’am,’ said Mr. Bumble looking round. ‘Another room, and this, ma’am, would
be a complete thing.’
‘It would be too much for one,’ murmured the lady.
‘But not for two, ma’am,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble, in soft accents. ‘Eh, Mrs. Corney?’
Mrs. Corney drooped her head, when the beadle said
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this; the beadle drooped his, to get a view of Mrs. Corney’s
face. Mrs. Corney, with great propriety, turned her head
away, and released her hand to get at her pocket-handkerchief; but insensibly replaced it in that of Mr. Bumble.
‘The board allows you coals, don’t they, Mrs. Corney?’ inquired the beadle, affectionately pressing her hand.
‘And candles,’ replied Mrs. Corney, slightly returning the
pressure.
‘Coals, candles, and house-rent free,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘Oh, Mrs. Corney, what an Angel you are!’
The lady was not proof against this burst of feeling. She
sank into Mr. Bumble’s arms; and that gentleman in his agitation, imprinted a passionate kiss upon her chaste nose.
‘Such porochial perfection!’ exclaimed Mr. Bumble, rapturously. ‘You know that Mr. Slout is worse to-night, my
fascinator?’
‘Yes,’ replied Mrs. Corney, bashfully.
‘He can’t live a week, the doctor says,’ pursued Mr. Bumble. ‘He is the master of this establishment; his death will
cause a wacancy; that wacancy must be filled up. Oh, Mrs.
Corney, what a prospect this opens! What a opportunity for
a jining of hearts and housekeepings!’
Mrs. Corney sobbed.
‘The little word?’ said Mr. Bumble, bending over the
bashful beauty. ‘The one little, little, little word, my blessed
Corney?’
‘Ye—ye—yes!’ sighed out the matron.
‘One more,’ pursued the beadle; ‘compose your darling
feelings for only one more. When is it to come off?’
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

309

Mrs. Corney twice essayed to speak: and twice failed. At
length summoning up courage, she threw her arms around
Mr. Bumble’s neck, and said, it might be as soon as ever he
pleased, and that he was ‘a irresistible duck.’
Matters being thus amicably and satisfactorily arranged,
the contract was solemnly ratified in another teacupful of
the peppermint mixture; which was rendered the more
necessary, by the flutter and agitation of the lady’s spirits.
While it was being disposed of, she acquainted Mr. Bumble
with the old woman’s decease.
‘Very good,’ said that gentleman, sipping his peppermint;
‘I’ll call at Sowerberry’s as I go home, and tell him to send tomorrow morning. Was it that as frightened you, love?’
‘It wasn’t anything particular, dear,’ said the lady evasively.
‘It must have been something, love,’ urged Mr. Bumble.
‘Won’t you tell your own B.?’
‘Not now,’ rejoined the lady; ‘one of these days. After
we’re married, dear.’
‘After we’re married!’ exclaimed Mr. Bumble. ‘It wasn’t
any impudence from any of them male paupers as—‘
‘No, no, love!’ interposed the lady, hastily.
‘If I thought it was,’ continued Mr. Bumble; ‘if I thought
as any one of ‘em had dared to lift his wulgar eyes to that
lovely countenance—‘
‘They wouldn’t have dared to do it, love,’ responded the
lady.
‘They had better not!’ said Mr. Bumble, clenching his fist.
‘Let me see any man, porochial or extra-porochial, as would
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presume to do it; and I can tell him that he wouldn’t do it a
second time!’
Unembellished by any violence of gesticulation, this
might have seemed no very high compliment to the lady’s
charms; but, as Mr. Bumble accompanied the threat with
many warlike gestures, she was much touched with this
proof of his devotion, and protested, with great admiration,
that he was indeed a dove.
The dove then turned up his coat-collar, and put on his
cocked hat; and, having exchanged a long and affectionate
embrace with his future partner, once again braved the cold
wind of the night: merely pausing, for a few minutes, in the
male paupers’ ward, to abuse them a little, with the view of
satisfying himself that he could fill the office of workhousemaster with needful acerbity. Assured of his qualifications,
Mr. Bumble left the building with a light heart, and bright
visions of his future promotion: which served to occupy his
mind until he reached the shop of the undertaker.
Now, Mr. and Mrs. Sowerberry having gone out to tea
and supper: and Noah Claypole not being at any time disposed to take upon himself a greater amount of physical
exertion than is necessary to a convenient performance of
the two functions of eating and drinking, the shop was not
closed, although it was past the usual hour of shutting-up.
Mr. Bumble tapped with his cane on the counter several
times; but, attracting no attention, and beholding a light
shining through the glass-window of the little parlour at
the back of the shop, he made bold to peep in and see what
was going forward; and when he saw what was going forFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ward, he was not a little surprised.
The cloth was laid for supper; the table was covered with
bread and butter, plates and glasses; a porter-pot and a winebottle. At the upper end of the table, Mr. Noah Claypole
lolled negligently in an easy-chair, with his legs thrown over
one of the arms: an open clasp-knife in one hand, and a
mass of buttered bread in the other. Close beside him stood
Charlotte, opening oysters from a barrel: which Mr. Claypole condescended to swallow, with remarkable avidity.
A more than ordinary redness in the region of the young
gentleman’s nose, and a kind of fixed wink in his right eye,
denoted that he was in a slight degree intoxicated; these
symptoms were confirmed by the intense relish with which
he took his oysters, for which nothing but a strong appreciation of their cooling properties, in cases of internal fever,
could have sufficiently accounted.
‘Here’s a delicious fat one, Noah, dear!’ said Charlotte;
‘try him, do; only this one.’
‘What a delicious thing is a oyster!’ remarked Mr. Claypole, after he had swallowed it. ‘What a pity it is, a number
of ‘em should ever make you feel uncomfortable; isn’t it,
Charlotte?’
‘It’s quite a cruelty,’ said Charlotte.
‘So it is,’ acquiesced Mr. Claypole. ‘An’t yer fond of oysters?’
‘Not overmuch,’ replied Charlotte. ‘I like to see you eat
‘em, Noah dear, better than eating ‘em myself.’
‘Lor!’ said Noah, reflectively; ‘how queer!’
‘Have another,’ said Charlotte. ‘Here’s one with such a
312

Oliver Twist

beautiful, delicate beard!’
‘I can’t manage any more,’ said Noah. ‘I’m very sorry.
Come here, Charlotte, and I’ll kiss yer.’
‘What!’ said Mr. Bumble, bursting into the room. ‘Say
that again, sir.’
Charlotte uttered a scream, and hid her face in her apron.
Mr. Claypole, without making any further change in his
position than suffering his legs to reach the ground, gazed
at the beadle in drunken terror.
‘Say it again, you wile, owdacious fellow!’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘How dare you mention such a thing, sir? And how dare
you encourage him, you insolent minx? Kiss her!’ exclaimed
Mr. Bumble, in strong indignation. ‘Faugh!’
‘I didn’t mean to do it!’ said Noah, blubbering. ‘She’s always a-kissing of me, whether I like it, or not.’
‘Oh, Noah,’ cried Charlotte, reproachfully.
‘Yer are; yer know yer are!’ retorted Noah. ‘She’s always
a-doin’ of it, Mr. Bumble, sir; she chucks me under the chin,
please, sir; and makes all manner of love!’
‘Silence!’ cried Mr. Bumble, sternly. ‘Take yourself downstairs, ma’am. Noah, you shut up the shop; say another word
till your master comes home, at your peril; and, when he
does come home, tell him that Mr. Bumble said he was to
send a old woman’s shell after breakfast to-morrow morning. Do you hear sir? Kissing!’ cried Mr. Bumble, holding
up his hands. ‘The sin and wickedness of the lower orders in
this porochial district is frightful! If Parliament don’t take
their abominable courses under consideration, this country’s ruined, and the character of the peasantry gone for
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ever!’ With these words, the beadle strode, with a lofty and
gloomy air, from the undertaker’s premises.
And now that we have accompanied him so far on his
road home, and have made all necessary preparations for
the old woman’s funeral, let us set on foot a few inquires
after young Oliver Twist, and ascertain whether he be still
lying in the ditch where Toby Crackit left him.
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CHAPTER XXVIII
LOOKS AFTER OLIVER,
AND PROCEEDS WITH
HIS ADVENTURES

‘W

olves tear your throats!’ muttered Sikes, grinding
his teeth. ‘I wish I was among some of you; you’d
howl the hoarser for it.’
As Sikes growled forth this imprecation, with the most
desperate ferocity that his desperate nature was capable of,
he rested the body of the wounded boy across his bended
knee; and turned his head, for an instant, to look back at
his pursuers.
There was little to be made out, in the mist and darkness;
but the loud shouting of men vibrated through the air, and
the barking of the neighbouring dogs, roused by the sound
of the alarm bell, resounded in every direction.
‘Stop, you white-livered hound!’ cried the robber, shouting after Toby Crackit, who, making the best use of his long
legs, was already ahead. ‘Stop!’
The repetition of the word, brought Toby to a dead stand-
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still. For he was not quite satisfied that he was beyond the
range of pistol-shot; and Sikes was in no mood to be played
with.
‘Bear a hand with the boy,’ cried Sikes, beckoning furiously to his confederate. ‘Come back!’
Toby made a show of returning; but ventured, in a low
voice, broken for want of breath, to intimate considerable
reluctance as he came slowly along.
‘Quicker!’ cried Sikes, laying the boy in a dry ditch at his
feet, and drawing a pistol from his pocket. ‘Don’t play booty
with me.’
At this moment the noise grew louder. Sikes, again
looking round, could discern that the men who had given
chase were already climbing the gate of the field in which
he stood; and that a couple of dogs were some paces in advance of them.
‘It’s all up, Bill!’ cried Toby; ‘drop the kid, and show ‘em
your heels.’ With this parting advice, Mr. Crackit, preferring the chance of being shot by his friend, to the certainty
of being taken by his enemies, fairly turned tail, and darted off at full speed. Sikes clenched his teeth; took one look
around; threw over the prostrate form of Oliver, the cape in
which he had been hurriedly muffled; ran along the front
of the hedge, as if to distract the attention of those behind,
from the spot where the boy lay; paused, for a second, before
another hedge which met it at right angles; and whirling his
pistol high into the air, cleared it at a bound, and was gone.
‘Ho, ho, there!’ cried a tremulous voice in the rear. ‘Pincher! Neptune! Come here, come here!’
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The dogs, who, in common with their masters, seemed
to have no particular relish for the sport in which they were
engaged, readily answered to the command. Three men,
who had by this time advanced some distance into the field,
stopped to take counsel together.
‘My advice, or, leastways, I should say, my ORDERS, is,’
said the fattest man of the party, ‘that we ‘mediately go
home again.’
‘I am agreeable to anything which is agreeable to Mr.
Giles,’ said a shorter man; who was by no means of a slim
figure, and who was very pale in the face, and very polite: as
frightened men frequently are.
‘I shouldn’t wish to appear ill-mannered, gentlemen,’ said
the third, who had called the dogs back, ‘Mr. Giles ought to
know.’
‘Certainly,’ replied the shorter man; ‘and whatever Mr.
Giles says, it isn’t our place to contradict him. No, no, I
know my sitiwation! Thank my stars, I know my sitiwation.’ To tell the truth, the little man DID seem to know
his situation, and to know perfectly well that it was by no
means a desirable one; for his teeth chattered in his head as
he spoke.
‘You are afraid, Brittles,’ said Mr. Giles.
‘I an’t,’ said Brittles.
‘You are,’ said Giles.
‘You’re a falsehood, Mr. Giles,’ said Brittles.
‘You’re a lie, Brittles,’ said Mr. Giles.
Now, these four retorts arose from Mr. Giles’s taunt; and
Mr. Giles’s taunt had arisen from his indignation at having
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the responsibility of going home again, imposed upon himself under cover of a compliment. The third man brought
the dispute to a close, most philosophically.
‘I’ll tell you what it is, gentlemen,’ said he, ‘we’re all
afraid.’
‘Speak for yourself, sir,’ said Mr. Giles, who was the palest of the party.
‘So I do,’ replied the man. ‘It’s natural and proper to be
afraid, under such circumstances. I am.’
‘So am I,’ said Brittles; ‘only there’s no call to tell a man
he is, so bounceably.’
These frank admissions softened Mr. Giles, who at once
owned that HE was afraid; upon which, they all three faced
about, and ran back again with the completest unanimity,
until Mr. Giles (who had the shortest wind of the party, as
was encumbered with a pitchfork) most handsomely insisted on stopping, to make an apology for his hastiness of
speech.
‘But it’s wonderful,’ said Mr. Giles, when he had explained, ‘what a man will do, when his blood is up. I should
have committed murder—I know I should—if we’d caught
one of them rascals.’
As the other two were impressed with a similar presentiment; and as their blood, like his, had all gone down again;
some speculation ensued upon the cause of this sudden
change in their temperament.
‘I know what it was,’ said Mr. Giles; ‘it was the gate.’
‘I shouldn’t wonder if it was,’ exclaimed Brittles, catching at the idea.
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‘You may depend upon it,’ said Giles, ‘that that gate
stopped the flow of the excitement. I felt all mine suddenly
going away, as I was climbing over it.’
By a remarkable coincidence, the other two had been
visited with the same unpleasant sensation at that precise
moment. It was quite obvious, therefore, that it was the
gate; especially as there was no doubt regarding the time
at which the change had taken place, because all three remembered that they had come in sight of the robbers at the
instant of its occurance.
This dialogue was held between the two men who had
surprised the burglars, and a travelling tinker who had
been sleeping in an outhouse, and who had been roused, together with his two mongrel curs, to join in the pursuit. Mr.
Giles acted in the double capacity of butler and steward to
the old lady of the mansion; Brittles was a lad of all-work:
who, having entered her service a mere child, was treated
as a promising young boy still, though he was something
past thirty.
Encouraging each other with such converse as this; but,
keeping very close together, notwithstanding, and looking apprehensively round, whenever a fresh gust rattled
through the boughs; the three men hurried back to a tree,
behind which they had left their lantern, lest its light should
inform the thieves in what direction to fire. Catching up
the light, they made the best of their way home, at a good
round trot; and long after their dusky forms had ceased to
be discernible, the light might have been seen twinkling
and dancing in the distance, like some exhalation of the
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damp and gloomy atmosphere through which it was swiftly
borne.
The air grew colder, as day came slowly on; and the mist
rolled along the ground like a dense cloud of smoke. The
grass was wet; the pathways, and low places, were all mire
and water; the damp breath of an unwholesome wind went
languidly by, with a hollow moaning. Still, Oliver lay motionless and insensible on the spot where Sikes had left
him.
Morning drew on apace. The air become more sharp and
piercing, as its first dull hue—the death of night, rather than
the birth of day—glimmered faintly in the sky. The objects
which had looked dim and terrible in the darkness, grew
more and more defined, and gradually resolved into their
familiar shapes. The rain came down, thick and fast, and
pattered noisily among the leafless bushes. But, Oliver felt it
not, as it beat against him; for he still lay stretched, helpless
and unconscious, on his bed of clay.
At length, a low cry of pain broke the stillness that prevailed; and uttering it, the boy awoke. His left arm, rudely
bandaged in a shawl, hung heavy and useless at his side; the
bandage was saturated with blood. He was so weak, that he
could scarcely raise himself into a sitting posture; when he
had done so, he looked feebly round for help, and groaned
with pain. Trembling in every joint, from cold and exhaustion, he made an effort to stand upright; but, shuddering
from head to foot, fell prostrate on the ground.
After a short return of the stupor in which he had been
so long plunged, Oliver: urged by a creeping sickness at his
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heart, which seemed to warn him that if he lay there, he
must surely die: got upon his feet, and essayed to walk. His
head was dizzy, and he staggered to and from like a drunken man. But he kept up, nevertheless, and, with his head
drooping languidly on his breast, went stumbling onward,
he knew not whither.
And now, hosts of bewildering and confused ideas came
crowding on his mind. He seemed to be still walking between Sikes and Crackit, who were angrily disputing—for
the very words they said, sounded in his ears; and when he
caught his own attention, as it were, by making some violent effort to save himself from falling, he found that he was
talking to them. Then, he was alone with Sikes, plodding
on as on the previous day; and as shadowy people passed
them, he felt the robber’s grasp upon his wrist. Suddenly,
he started back at the report of firearms; there rose into the
air, loud cries and shouts; lights gleamed before his eyes;
all was noise and tumult, as some unseen hand bore him
hurriedly away. Through all these rapid visions, there ran
an undefined, uneasy conscious of pain, which wearied and
tormented him incessantly.
Thus he staggered on, creeping, almost mechanically, between the bars of gates, or through hedge-gaps as they came
in his way, until he reached a road. Here the rain began to
fall so heavily, that it roused him.
He looked about, and saw that at no great distance there
was a house, which perhaps he could reach. Pitying his condition, they might have compassion on him; and if they did
not, it would be better, he thought, to die near human beFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ings, than in the lonely open fields. He summoned up all
his strength for one last trial, and bent his faltering steps
towards it.
As he drew nearer to this house, a feeling come over him
that he had seen it before. He remembered nothing of its
details; but the shape and aspect of the building seemed familiar to him.
That garden wall! On the grass inside, he had fallen on
his knees last night, and prayed the two men’s mercy. It was
the very house they had attempted to rob.
Oliver felt such fear come over him when he recognised
the place, that, for the instant, he forgot the agony of his
wound, and thought only of flight. Flight! He could scarcely
stand: and if he were in full possession of all the best powers
of his slight and youthful frame, whither could he fly? He
pushed against the garden-gate; it was unlocked, and swung
open on its hinges. He tottered across the lawn; climbed the
steps; knocked faintly at the door; and, his whole strength
failing him, sunk down against one of the pillars of the little
portico.
It happened that about this time, Mr. Giles, Brittles, and
the tinker, were recruiting themselves, after the fatigues and
terrors of the night, with tea and sundries, in the kitchen.
Not that it was Mr. Giles’s habit to admit to too great familiarity the humbler servants: towards whom it was rather his
wont to deport himself with a lofty affability, which, while it
gratified, could not fail to remind them of his superior position in society. But, death, fires, and burglary, make all men
equals; so Mr. Giles sat with his legs stretched out before
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the kitchen fender, leaning his left arm on the table, while,
with his right, he illustrated a circumstantial and minute
account of the robbery, to which his bearers (but especially
the cook and housemaid, who were of the party) listened
with breathless interest.
‘It was about half-past tow,’ said Mr. Giles, ‘or I wouldn’t
swear that it mightn’t have been a little nearer three, when
I woke up, and, turning round in my bed, as it might be so,
(here Mr. Giles turned round in his chair, and pulled the
corner of the table-cloth over him to imitate bed-clothes,) I
fancied I heerd a noise.’
At this point of the narrative the cook turned pale, and
asked the housemaid to shut the door: who asked Brittles,
who asked the tinker, who pretended not to hear.
‘—Heerd a noise,’ continued Mr. Giles. ‘I says, at first,
‘This is illusion”; and was composing myself off to sleep,
when I heerd the noise again, distinct.’
‘What sort of a noise?’ asked the cook.
‘A kind of a busting noise,’ replied Mr. Giles, looking
round him.
‘More like the noise of powdering a iron bar on a nutmeggrater,’ suggested Brittles.
‘It was, when you HEERD it, sir,’ rejoined Mr. Giles;
‘but, at this time, it had a busting sound. I turned down the
clothes’; continued Giles, rolling back the table-cloth, ‘sat
up in bed; and listened.’
The cook and housemaid simultaneously ejaculated ‘Lor!’
and drew their chairs closer together.
‘I heerd it now, quite apparent,’ resumed Mr. Giles.
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‘“Somebody,’ I says, ‘is forcing of a door, or window; what’s
to be done? I’ll call up that poor lad, Brittles, and save him
from being murdered in his bed; or his throat,’ I says, ‘may
be cut from his right ear to his left, without his ever knowing it.‘
Here, all eyes were turned upon Brittles, who fixed his
upon the speaker, and stared at him, with his mouth wide
open, and his face expressive of the most unmitigated horror.
‘I tossed off the clothes,’ said Giles, throwing away the table-cloth, and looking very hard at the cook and housemaid,
‘got softly out of bed; drew on a pair of—‘
‘Ladies present, Mr. Giles,’ murmured the tinker.
‘—Of SHOES, sir,’ said Giles, turning upon him, and laying great emphasis on the word; ‘seized the loaded pistol
that always goes upstairs with the plate-basket; and walked
on tiptoes to his room. ‘Brittles,’ I says, when I had woke
him, ‘don’t be frightened!‘
‘So you did,’ observed Brittles, in a low voice.
‘’We’re dead men, I think, Brittles,’ I says,’ continued
Giles; ‘“but don’t be frightened.‘
‘WAS he frightened?’ asked the cook.
‘Not a bit of it,’ replied Mr. Giles. ‘He was as firm—ah!
pretty near as firm as I was.’
‘I should have died at once, I’m sure, if it had been me,’
observed the housemaid.
‘You’re a woman,’ retorted Brittles, plucking up a little.
‘Brittles is right,’ said Mr. Giles, nodding his head, approvingly; ‘from a woman, nothing else was to be expected.
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We, being men, took a dark lantern that was standing on
Brittle’s hob, and groped our way downstairs in the pitch
dark,—as it might be so.’
Mr. Giles had risen from his seat, and taken two steps
with his eyes shut, to accompany his description with appropriate action, when he started violently, in common
with the rest of the company, and hurried back to his chair.
The cook and housemaid screamed.
‘It was a knock,’ said Mr. Giles, assuming perfect serenity.
‘Open the door, somebody.’
Nobody moved.
‘It seems a strange sort of a thing, a knock coming at
such a time in the morning,’ said Mr. Giles, surveying the
pale faces which surrounded him, and looking very blank
himself; ‘but the door must be opened. Do you hear, somebody?’
Mr. Giles, as he spoke, looked at Brittles; but that young
man, being naturally modest, probably considered himself
nobody, and so held that the inquiry could not have any
application to him; at all events, he tendered no reply. Mr.
Giles directed an appealing glance at the tinker; but he had
suddenly fallen asleep. The women were out of the question.
‘If Brittles would rather open the door, in the presence of
witnesses,’ said Mr. Giles, after a short silence, ‘I am ready
to make one.’
‘So am I,’ said the tinker, waking up, as suddenly as he
had fallen asleep.
Brittles capitualated on these terms; and the party being
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somewhat re-assured by the discovery (made on throwing
open the shutters) that it was now broad day, took their way
upstairs; with the dogs in front. The two women, who were
afraid to stay below, brought up the rear. By the advice of Mr.
Giles, they all talked very loud, to warn any evil-disposed
person outside, that they were strong in numbers; and by a
master-stoke of policy, originating in the brain of the same
ingenious gentleman, the dogs’ tails were well pinched, in
the hall, to make them bark savagely.
These precautions having been taken, Mr. Giles held on
fast by the tinker’s arm (to prevent his running away, as he
pleasantly said), and gave the word of command to open
the door. Brittles obeyed; the group, peeping timourously
over each other’s shoulders, beheld no more formidable object than poor little Oliver Twist, speechless and exhausted,
who raised his heavy eyes, and mutely solicited their compassion.
‘A boy!’ exclaimed Mr. Giles, valiantly, pushing the
tinker into the background. ‘What’s the matter with the—
eh?—Why—Brittles—look here—don’t you know?’
Brittles, who had got behind the door to open it, no sooner saw Oliver, than he uttered a loud cry. Mr. Giles, seizing
the boy by one leg and one arm (fortunately not the broken
limb) lugged him straight into the hall, and deposited him
at full length on the floor thereof.
‘Here he is!’ bawled Giles, calling in a state of great excitement, up the staircase; ‘here’s one of the thieves, ma’am!
Here’s a thief, miss! Wounded, miss! I shot him, miss; and
Brittles held the light.’
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‘—In a lantern, miss,’ cried Brittles, applying one hand
to the side of his mouth, so that his voice might travel the
better.
The two women-servants ran upstairs to carry the intelligence that Mr. Giles had captured a robber; and the tinker
busied himself in endeavouring to restore Oliver, lest he
should die before he could be hanged. In the midst of all
this noise and commotion, there was heard a sweet female
voice, which quelled it in an instant.
‘Giles!’ whispered the voice from the stair-head.
‘I’m here, miss,’ replied Mr. Giles. ‘Don’t be frightened,
miss; I ain’t much injured. He didn’t make a very desperate
resistance, miss! I was soon too many for him.’
‘Hush!’ replied the young lady; ‘you frighten my aunt as
much as the thieves did. Is the poor creature much hurt?’
‘Wounded desperate, miss,’ replied Giles, with indescribable complacency.
‘He looks as if he was a-going, miss,’ bawled Brittles, in
the same manner as before. ‘Wouldn’t you like to come and
look at him, miss, in case he should?’
‘Hush, pray; there’s a good man!’ rejoined the lady. ‘Wait
quietly only one instant, while I speak to aunt.’
With a footstep as soft and gentle as the voice, the speaker tripped away. She soon returned, with the direction that
the wounded person was to be carried, carefully, upstairs to
Mr. Giles’s room; and that Brittles was to saddle the pony
and betake himself instantly to Chertsey: from which place,
he was to despatch, with all speed, a constable and doctor.
‘But won’t you take one look at him, first, miss?’ asked
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Mr. Giles, with as much pride as if Oliver were some bird of
rare plumage, that he had skilfully brought down. ‘Not one
little peep, miss?’
‘Not now, for the world,’ replied the young lady. ‘Poor fellow! Oh! treat him kindly, Giles for my sake!’
The old servant looked up at the speaker, as she turned
away, with a glance as proud and admiring as if she had
been his own child. Then, bending over Oliver, he helped to
carry him upstairs, with the care and solicitude of a woman.
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CHAPTER XXIX
HAS AN INTRODUCTORY
ACCOUNT OF THE
INMATES OF THE
HOUSE, TO WHICH
OLIVER RESORTED

I

n a handsome room: though its furniture had rather the
air of old-fashioned comfort, than of modern elegance:
there sat two ladies at a well-spread breakfast-table. Mr.
Giles, dressed with scrupulous care in a full suit of black,
was in attendance upon them. He had taken his station
some half-way between the side-board and the breakfasttable; and, with his body drawn up to its full height, his
head thrown back, and inclined the merest trifle on one
side, his left leg advanced, and his right hand thrust into his
waist-coat, while his left hung down by his side, grasping a
waiter, looked like one who laboured under a very agreeable
sense of his own merits and importance.
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Of the two ladies, one was well advanced in years; but
the high-backed oaken chair in which she sat, was not more
upright than she. Dressed with the utmost nicety and precision, in a quaint mixture of by-gone costume, with some
slight concessions to the prevailing taste, which rather
served to point the old style pleasantly than to impair its
effect, she sat, in a stately manner, with her hands folded
on the table before her. Her eyes (and age had dimmed but
little of their brightness) were attentively upon her young
companion.
The younger lady was in the lovely bloom and springtime of womanhood; at that age, when, if ever angels be for
God’s good purposes enthroned in mortal forms, they may
be, without impiety, supposed to abide in such as hers.
She was not past seventeen. Cast in so slight and exquisite a mould; so mild and gentle; so pure and beautiful; that
earth seemed not her element, nor its rough creatures her
fit companions. The very intelligence that shone in her deep
blue eye, and was stamped upon her noble head, seemed
scarcely of her age, or of the world; and yet the changing
expression of sweetness and good humour, the thousand
lights that played about the face, and left no shadow there;
above all, the smile, the cheerful, happy smile, were made
for Home, and fireside peace and happiness.
She was busily engaged in the little offices of the table.
Chancing to raise her eyes as the elder lady was regarding her, she playfully put back her hair, which was simply
braided on her forehead; and threw into her beaming look,
such an expression of affection and artless loveliness, that
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blessed spirits might have smiled to look upon her.
‘And Brittles has been gone upwards of an hour, has he?’
asked the old lady, after a pause.
‘An hour and twelve minutes, ma’am,’ replied Mr. Giles,
referring to a silver watch, which he drew forth by a black
ribbon.
‘He is always slow,’ remarked the old lady.
‘Brittles always was a slow boy, ma’am,’ replied the attendant. And seeing, by the bye, that Brittles had been a slow
boy for upwards of thirty years, there appeared no great
probability of his ever being a fast one.
‘He gets worse instead of better, I think,’ said the elder
lady.
‘It is very inexcusable in him if he stops to play with any
other boys,’ said the young lady, smiling.
Mr. Giles was apparently considering the propriety of
indulging in a respectful smile himself, when a gig drove
up to the garden-gate: out of which there jumped a fat gentleman, who ran straight up to the door: and who, getting
quickly into the house by some mysterious process, burst
into the room, and nearly overturned Mr. Giles and the
breakfast-table together.
‘I never heard of such a thing!’ exclaimed the fat gentleman. ‘My dear Mrs. Maylie—bless my soul—in the silence
of the night, too—I NEVER heard of such a thing!’
With these expressions of condolence, the fat gentleman
shook hands with both ladies, and drawing up a chair, inquired how they found themselves.
‘You ought to be dead; positively dead with the fright,’
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said the fat gentleman. ‘Why didn’t you send? Bless me, my
man should have come in a minute; and so would I; and my
assistant would have been delighted; or anybody, I’m sure,
under such circumstances. Dear, dear! So unexpected! In
the silence of the night, too!’
The doctor seemed expecially troubled by the fact of the
robbery having been unexpected, and attempted in the
night-time; as if it were the established custom of gentlemen in the housebreaking way to transact business at noon,
and to make an appointment, by post, a day or two previous.
‘And you, Miss Rose,’ said the doctor, turning to the
young lady, ‘I—‘
‘Oh! very much so, indeed,’ said Rose, interrupting him;
‘but there is a poor creature upstairs, whom aunt wishes you
to see.’
‘Ah! to be sure,’ replied the doctor, ‘so there is. That was
your handiwork, Giles, I understand.’
Mr. Giles, who had been feverishly putting the tea-cups
to rights, blushed very red, and said that he had had that
honour.
‘Honour, eh?’ said the doctor; ‘well, I don’t know; perhaps it’s as honourable to hit a thief in a back kitchen, as to
hit your man at twelve paces. Fancy that he fired in the air,
and you’ve fought a duel, Giles.’
Mr. Giles, who thought this light treatment of the matter
an unjust attempt at diminishing his glory, answered respectfully, that it was not for the like of him to judge about
that; but he rather thought it was no joke to the opposite
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party.
‘Gad, that’s true!’ said the doctor. ‘Where is he? Show
me the way. I’ll look in again, as I come down, Mrs. Maylie.
That’s the little window that he got in at, eh? Well, I couldn’t
have believed it!’
Talking all the way, he followed Mr. Giles upstairs; and
while he is going upstairs, the reader may be informed, that
Mr. Losberne, a surgeon in the neighbourhood, known
through a circuit of ten miles round as ‘the doctor,’ had
grown fat, more from good-humour than from good living:
and was as kind and hearty, and withal as eccentric an old
bachelor, as will be found in five times that space, by any
explorer alive.
The doctor was absent, much longer than either he or the
ladies had anticipated. A large flat box was fetched out of
the gig; and a bedroom bell was rung very often; and the
servants ran up and down stairs perpetually; from which
tokens it was justly concluded that something important
was going on above. At length he returned; and in reply to
an anxious inquiry after his patient; looked very mysterious, and closed the door, carefully.
‘This is a very extraordinary thing, Mrs. Maylie,’ said the
doctor, standing with his back to the door, as if to keep it
shut.
‘He is not in danger, I hope?’ said the old lady.
‘Why, that would NOT be an extraordinary thing, under
the circumstances,’ replied the doctor; ‘though I don’t think
he is. Have you seen the thief?’
‘No,’ rejoined the old lady.
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‘Nor heard anything about him?’
‘No.’
‘I beg your pardon, ma’am, interposed Mr. Giles; ‘but
I was going to tell you about him when Doctor Losberne
came in.’
The fact was, that Mr. Giles had not, at first, been able to
bring his mind to the avowal, that he had only shot a boy.
Such commendations had been bestowed upon his bravery,
that he could not, for the life of him, help postponing the
explanation for a few delicious minutes; during which he
had flourished, in the very zenith of a brief reputation for
undaunted courage.
‘Rose wished to see the man,’ said Mrs. Maylie, ‘but I
wouldn’t hear of it.’
‘Humph!’ rejoined the doctor. ‘There is nothing very
alarming in his appearance. Have you any objection to see
him in my presence?’
‘If it be necessary,’ replied the old lady, ‘certainly not.’
‘Then I think it is necessary,’ said the doctor; ‘at all events,
I am quite sure that you would deeply regret not having
done so, if you postponed it. He is perfectly quiet and comfortable now. Allow me—Miss Rose, will you permit me?
Not the slightest fear, I pledge you my honour!’
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CHAPTER XXX
RELATES WHAT
OLIVER’S NEW VISITORS
THOUGHT OF HIM

W

ith many loquacious assurances that they would be
agreeably surprised in the aspect of the criminal, the
doctor drew the young lady’s arm through one of him; and
offering his disengaged hand to Mrs. Maylie, led them, with
much ceremony and stateliness, upstairs.
‘Now,’ said the doctor, in a whisper, as he softly turned
the handle of a bedroom-door, ‘let us hear what you think
of him. He has not been shaved very recently, but he don’t
look at all ferocious notwithstanding. Stop, though! Let me
first see that he is in visiting order.’
Stepping before them, he looked into the room. Motioning them to advance, he closed the door when they had
entered; and gently drew back the curtains of the bed. Upon
it, in lieu of the dogged, black-visaged ruffian they had expected to behold, there lay a mere child: worn with pain and
exhaustion, and sunk into a deep sleep. His wounded arm,
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bound and splintered up, was crossed upon his breast; his
head reclined upon the other arm, which was half hidden
by his long hair, as it streamed over the pillow.
The honest gentleman held the curtain in his hand, and
looked on, for a minute or so, in silence. Whilst he was
watching the patient thus, the younger lady glided softly
past, and seating herself in a chair by the bedside, gathered
Oliver’s hair from his face. As she stooped over him, her
tears fell upon his forehead.
The boy stirred, and smiled in his sleep, as though these
marks of pity and compassion had awakened some pleasant
dream of a love and affection he had never known. Thus, a
strain of gentle music, or the rippling of water in a silent
place, or the odour of a flower, or the mention of a familiar
word, will sometimes call up sudden dim remembrances
of scenes that never were, in this life; which vanish like a
breath; which some brief memory of a happier existence,
long gone by, would seem to have awakened; which no voluntary exertion of the mind can ever recall.
‘What can this mean?’ exclaimed the elder lady. ‘This
poor child can never have been the pupil of robbers!’
‘Vice,’ said the surgeon, replacing the curtain, ‘takes up
her abode in many temples; and who can say that a fair outside shell not enshrine her?’
‘But at so early an age!’ urged Rose.
‘My dear young lady,’ rejoined the surgeon, mournfully
shaking his head; ‘crime, like death, is not confined to the
old and withered alone. The youngest and fairest are too often its chosen victims.’
336

Oliver Twist

‘But, can you—oh! can you really believe that this delicate
boy has been the voluntary associate of the worst outcasts of
society?’ said Rose.
The surgeon shook his head, in a manner which intimated that he feared it was very possible; and observing that
they might disturb the patient, led the way into an adjoining apartment.
‘But even if he has been wicked,’ pursued Rose, ‘think
how young he is; think that he may never have known a
mother’s love, or the comfort of a home; that ill-usage and
blows, or the want of bread, may have driven him to herd
with men who have forced him to guilt. Aunt, dear aunt, for
mercy’s sake, think of this, before you let them drag this sick
child to a prison, which in any case must be the grave of all
his chances of amendment. Oh! as you love me, and know
that I have never felt the want of parents in your goodness
and affection, but that I might have done so, and might have
been equally helpless and unprotected with this poor child,
have pity upon him before it is too late!’
‘My dear love,’ said the elder lady, as she folded the weeping girl to her bosom, ‘do you think I would harm a hair of
his head?’
‘Oh, no!’ replied Rose, eagerly.
‘No, surely,’ said the old lady; ‘my days are drawing to
their close: and may mercy be shown to me as I show it to
others! What can I do to save him, sir?’
‘Let me think, ma’am,’ said the doctor; ‘let me think.’
Mr. Losberne thrust his hands into his pockets, and
took several turns up and down the room; often stopping,
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and balancing himself on his toes, and frowning frightfully. After various exclamations of ‘I’ve got it now’ and ‘no, I
haven’t,’ and as many renewals of the walking and frowning, he at length made a dead halt, and spoke as follows:
‘I think if you give me a full and unlimited commission
to bully Giles, and that little boy, Brittles, I can manage it.
Giles is a faithful fellow and an old servant, I know; but
you can make it up to him in a thousand ways, and reward
him for being such a good shot besides. You don’t object to
that?’
‘Unless there is some other way of preserving the child,’
replied Mrs. Maylie.
‘There is no other,’ said the doctor. ‘No other, take my
word for it.’
‘Then my aunt invests you with full power,’ said Rose,
smiling through her tears; ‘but pray don’t be harder upon
the poor fellows than is indispensably necessary.’
‘You seem to think,’ retorted the doctor, ‘that everybody
is disposed to be hard-hearted to-day, except yourself, Miss
Rose. I only hope, for the sake of the rising male sex generally, that you may be found in as vulnerable and soft-hearted a
mood by the first eligible young fellow who appeals to your
compassion; and I wish I were a young fellow, that I might
avail myself, on the spot, of such a favourable opportunity
for doing so, as the present.’
‘You are as great a boy as poor Brittles himself,’ returned
Rose, blushing.
‘Well,’ said the doctor, laughing heartily, ‘that is no very
difficult matter. But to return to this boy. The great point of
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our agreement is yet to come. He will wake in an hour or so,
I dare say; and although I have told that thick-headed constable-fellow downstairs that he musn’t be moved or spoken
to, on peril of his life, I think we may converse with him
without danger. Now I make this stipulation—that I shall
examine him in your presence, and that, if, from what he
says, we judge, and I can show to the satisfaction of your
cool reason, that he is a real and thorough bad one (which is
more than possible), he shall be left to his fate, without any
farther interference on my part, at all events.’
‘Oh no, aunt!’ entreated Rose.
‘Oh yes, aunt!’ said the doctor. ‘Is is a bargain?;
‘He cannot be hardened in vice,’ said Rose; ‘It is impossible.’
‘Very good,’ retorted the doctor; ‘then so much the more
reason for acceding to my proposition.’
Finally the treaty was entered into; and the parties thereunto sat down to wait, with some impatience, until Oliver
should awake.
The patience of the two ladies was destined to undergo a
longer trial than Mr. Losberne had led them to expect; for
hour after hour passed on, and still Oliver slumbered heavily. It was evening, indeed, before the kind-hearted doctor
brought them the intelligence, that he was at length sufficiently restored to be spoken to. The boy was very ill, he said,
and weak from the loss of blood; but his mind was so troubled with anxiety to disclose something, that he deemed it
better to give him the opportunity, than to insist upon his
remaining quiet until next morning: which he should othFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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erwise have done.
The conference was a long one. Oliver told them all his
simple history, and was often compelled to stop, by pain
and want of strength. It was a solemn thing, to hear, in the
darkened room, the feeble voice of the sick child recounting a weary catalogue of evils and calamities which hard
men had brought upon him. Oh! if when we oppress and
grind our fellow-creatures, we bestowed but one thought on
the dark evidences of human error, which, like dense and
heavy clouds, are rising, slowly it is true, but not less surely,
to Heaven, to pour their after-vengeance on our heads; if
we heard but one instant, in imagination, the deep testimony of dead men’s voices, which no power can stifle, and
no pride shut out; where would be the injury and injustice,
the suffering, misery, cruelty, and wrong, that each day’s
life brings with it!
Oliver’s pillow was smoothed by gentle hands that night;
and loveliness and virtue watched him as he slept. He felt
calm and happy, and could have died without a murmur.
The momentous interview was no sooner concluded, and
Oliver composed to rest again, than the doctor, after wiping his eyes, and condemning them for being weak all at
once, betook himself downstairs to open upon Mr. Giles.
And finding nobody about the parlours, it occurred to him,
that he could perhaps originate the proceedings with better
effect in the kitchen; so into the kitchen he went.
There were assembled, in that lower house of the domestic parliament, the women-servants, Mr. Brittles, Mr. Giles,
the tinker (who had received a special invitation to regale
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himself for the remainder of the day, in consideration of
his services), and the constable. The latter gentleman had a
large staff, a large head, large features, and large half-boots;
and he looked as if he had been taking a proportionate allowance of ale—as indeed he had.
The adventures of the previous night were still under discussion; for Mr. Giles was expatiating upon his presence of
mind, when the doctor entered; Mr. Brittles, with a mug of
ale in his hand, was corroborating everything, before his
superior said it.
‘Sit still!’ said the doctor, waving his hand.
‘Thank you, sir, said Mr. Giles. ‘Misses wished some ale
to be given out, sir; and as I felt no ways inclined for my own
little room, sir, and was disposed for company, I am taking
mine among ‘em here.’
Brittles headed a low murmur, by which the ladies and
gentlemen generally were understood to express the gratification they derived from Mr. Giles’s condescension. Mr.
Giles looked round with a patronising air, as much as to
say that so long as they behaved properly, he would never
desert them.
‘How is the patient to-night, sir?’ asked Giles.
‘So-so’; returned the doctor. ‘I am afraid you have got
yourself into a scrape there, Mr. Giles.’
‘I hope you don’t mean to say, sir,’ said Mr. Giles, trembling, ‘that he’s going to die. If I thought it, I should never
be happy again. I wouldn’t cut a boy off: no, not even Brittles here; not for all the plate in the county, sir.’
‘That’s not the point,’ said the doctor, mysteriously. ‘Mr.
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Giles, are you a Protestant?’
‘Yes, sir, I hope so,’ faltered Mr. Giles, who had turned
very pale.
‘And what are YOU, boy?’ said the doctor, turning sharply upon Brittles.
‘Lord bless me, sir!’ replied Brittles, starting violently;
‘I’m the same as Mr. Giles, sir.’
‘Then tell me this,’ said the doctor, ‘both of you, both of
you! Are you going to take upon yourselves to swear, that
that boy upstairs is the boy that was put through the little
window last night? Out with it! Come! We are prepared for
you!’
The doctor, who was universally considered one of the
best-tempered creatures on earth, made this demand in
such a dreadful tone of anger, that Giles and Brittles, who
were considerably muddled by ale and excitement, stared at
each other in a state of stupefaction.
‘Pay attention to the reply, constable, will you?’ said the
doctor, shaking his forefinger with great solemnity of manner, and tapping the bridge of his nose with it, to bespeak
the exercise of that worthy’s utmost acuteness. ‘Something
may come of this before long.’
The constable looked as wise as he could, and took up
his staff of office: which had been recling indolently in the
chimney-corner.
‘It’s a simple question of identity, you will observe,’ said
the doctor.
‘That’s what it is, sir,’ replied the constable, coughing
with great violence; for he had finished his ale in a hurry,
342

Oliver Twist

and some of it had gone the wrong way.
‘Here’s the house broken into,’ said the doctor, ‘and a
couple of men catch one moment’s glimpse of a boy, in the
midst of gunpowder smoke, and in all the distraction of
alarm and darkness. Here’s a boy comes to that very same
house, next morning, and because he happens to have his
arm tied up, these men lay violent hands upon him—by doing which, they place his life in great danger—and swear
he is the thief. Now, the question is, whether these men are
justified by the fact; if not, in what situation do they place
themselves?’
The constable nodded profoundly. He said, if that wasn’t
law, he would be glad to know what was.
‘I ask you again,’ thundered the doctor, ‘are you, on your
solemn oaths, able to identify that boy?’
Brittles looked doubtfully at Mr. Giles; Mr. Giles looked
doubtfully at Brittles; the constable put his hand behind his
ear, to catch the reply; the two women and the tinker leaned
forward to listen; the doctor glanced keenly round; when
a ring was heard at the gate, and at the same moment, the
sound of wheels.
‘It’s the runners!’ cried Brittles, to all appearance much
relieved.
‘The what?’ exclaimed the doctor, aghast in his turn.
‘The Bow Street officers, sir,’ replied Brittles, taking up a
candle; ‘me and Mr. Giles sent for ‘em this morning.’
‘What?’ cried the doctor.
‘Yes,’ replied Brittles; ‘I sent a message up by the coachman, and I only wonder they weren’t here before, sir.’
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‘You did, did you? Then confound your—slow coaches
down here; that’s all,’ said the doctor, walking away.
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CHAPTER XXXI
INVOLVES A CRITICAL
POSITION

‘W

ho’s that?’ inquired Brittles, opening the door a little way, with the chain up, and peeping out, shading
the candle with his hand.
‘Open the door,’ replied a man outside; ‘it’s the officers
from Bow Street, as was sent to to-day.’
Much comforted by this assurance, Brittles opened the
door to its full width, and confronted a portly man in a greatcoat; who walked in, without saying anything more, and
wiped his shoes on the mat, as coolly as if he lived there.
‘Just send somebody out to relieve my mate, will you,
young man?’ said the officer; ‘he’s in the gig, a-minding the
prad. Have you got a coach ‘us here, that you could put it up
in, for five or ten minutes?’
Brittles replying in the affirmative, and pointing out the
building, the portly man stepped back to the garden-gate,
and helped his companion to put up the gig: while Brittles
lighted them, in a state of great admiration. This done, they
returned to the house, and, being shown into a parlour,
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took off their great-coats and hats, and showed like what
they were.
The man who had knocked at the door, was a stout personage of middle height, aged about fifty: with shiny black
hair, cropped pretty close; half-whiskers, a round face,
and sharp eyes. The other was a red-headed, bony man, in
top-boots; with a rather ill-favoured countenance, and a
turned-up sinister-looking nose.
‘Tell your governor that Blathers and Duff is here, will
you?’ said the stouter man, smoothing down his hair, and
laying a pair of handcuffs on the table. ‘Oh! Good-evening,
master. Can I have a word or two with you in private, if you
please?’
This was addressed to Mr. Losberne, who now made his
appearance; that gentleman, motioning Brittles to retire,
brought in the two ladies, and shut the door.
‘This is the lady of the house,’ said Mr. Losberne, motioning towards Mrs. Maylie.
Mr. Blathers made a bow. Being desired to sit down, he
put his hat on the floor, and taking a chair, motioned to
Duff to do the same. The latter gentleman, who did not appear quite so much accustomed to good society, or quite
so much at his ease in it—one of the two—seated himself,
after undergoing several muscular affections of the limbs,
and the head of his stick into his mouth, with some embarrassment.
‘Now, with regard to this here robbery, master,’ said
Blathers. ‘What are the circumstances?’
Mr. Losberne, who appeared desirous of gaining time,
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recounted them at great length, and with much circumlocution. Messrs. Blathers and Duff looked very knowing
meanwhile, and occasionally exchanged a nod.
‘I can’t say, for certain, till I see the work, of course,’ said
Blathers; ‘but my opinion at once is,—I don’t mind committing myself to that extent,—that this wasn’t done by a
yokel; eh, Duff?’
‘Certainly not,’ replied Duff.
‘And, translating the word yokel for the benefit of the
ladies, I apprehend your meaning to be, that this attempt
was not made by a countryman?’ said Mr. Losberne, with
a smile.
‘That’s it, master,’ replied Blathers. ‘This is all about the
robbery, is it?’
‘All,’ replied the doctor.
‘Now, what is this, about this here boy that the servants
are a-talking on?’ said Blathers.
‘Nothing at all,’ replied the doctor. ‘One of the frightened
servants chose to take it into his head, that he had something to do with this attempt to break into the house; but
it’s nonsense: sheer absurdity.’
‘Wery easy disposed of, if it is,’ remarked Duff.
‘What he says is quite correct,’ observed Blathers, nodding his head in a confirmatory way, and playing carelessly
with the handcuffs, as if they were a pair of castanets. ‘Who
is the boy?
What account does he give of himself? Where did he
come from? He didn’t drop out of the clouds, did he, master?’
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‘Of course not,’ replied the doctor, with a nervous glance
at the two ladies. ‘I know his whole history: but we can talk
about that presently. You would like, first, to see the place
where the thieves made their attempt, I suppose?’
‘Certainly,’ rejoined Mr. Blathers. ‘We had better inspect
the premises first, and examine the servants afterwards.
That’s the usual way of doing business.’
Lights were then procured; and Messrs. Blathers and
Duff, attended by the native constable, Brittles, Giles, and
everybody else in short, went into the little room at the end
of the passage and looked out at the window; and afterwards went round by way of the lawn, and looked in at the
window; and after that, had a candle handed out to inspect
the shutter with; and after that, a lantern to trace the footsteps with; and after that, a pitchfork to poke the bushes
with. This done, amidst the breathless interest of all beholders, they came in again; and Mr. Giles and Brittles were
put through a melodramatic representation of their share
in the previous night’s adventures: which they performed
some six times over: contradiction each other, in not more
than one important respect, the first time, and in not more
than a dozen the last. This consummation being arrived at,
Blathers and Duff cleared the room, and held a long council
together, compared with which, for secrecy and solemnity, a consultation of great doctors on the knottiest point in
medicine, would be mere child’s play.
Meanwhile, the doctor walked up and down the next
room in a very uneasy state; and Mrs. Maylie and Rose
looked on, with anxious faces.
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‘Upon my word,’ he said, making a halt, after a great
number of very rapid turns, ‘I hardly know what to do.’
‘Surely,’ said Rose, ‘the poor child’s story, faithfully repeated to these men, will be sufficient to exonerate him.’
‘I doubt it, my dear young lady,’ said the doctor, shaking
his head. ‘I don’t think it would exonerate him, either with
them, or with legal functionaries of a higher grade. What
is he, after all, they would say? A runaway. Judged by mere
worldly considerations and probabilities, his story is a very
doubtful one.’
‘You believe it, surely?’ interrupted Rose.
‘I believe it, strange as it is; and perhaps I may be an old
fool for doing so,’ rejoined the doctor; ‘but I don’t think it is
exactly the tale for a practical police-officer, nevertheless.’
‘Why not?’ demanded Rose.
‘Because, my pretty cross-examiner,’ replied the doctor:
‘because, viewed with their eyes, there are many ugly points
about it; he can only prove the parts that look ill, and none
of those that look well. Confound the fellows, they WILL
have the way and the wherefore, and will take nothing for
granted. On his own showing, you see, he has been the companion of thieves for some time past; he has been carried to
a police-officer, on a charge of picking a gentleman’s pocket; he has been taken away, forcibly, from that gentleman’s
house, to a place which he cannot describe or point out, and
of the situation of which he has not the remotest idea. He is
brought down to Chertsey, by men who seem to have taken
a violent fancy to him, whether he will or no; and is put
through a window to rob a house; and then, just at the very
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moment when he is going to alarm the inmates, and so do
the very thing that would set him all to rights, there rushes
into the way, a blundering dog of a half-bred butler, and
shoots him! As if on purpose to prevent his doing any good
for himself! Don’t you see all this?’
‘I see it, of course,’ replied Rose, smiling at the doctor’s
impetuosity; ‘but still I do not see anything in it, to criminate the poor child.’
‘No,’ replied the doctor; ‘of course not! Bless the bright
eyes of your sex! They never see, whether for good or bad,
more than one side of any question; and that is, always, the
one which first presents itself to them.’
Having given vent to this result of experience, the doctor
put his hands into his pockets, and walked up and down the
room with even greater rapidity than before.
‘The more I think of it,’ said the doctor, ‘the more I see
that it will occasion endless trouble and difficulty if we put
these men in possession of the boy’s real story. I am certain it will not be believed; and even if they can do nothing
to him in the end, still the dragging it forward, and giving
publicity to all the doubts that will be cast upon it, must interfere, materially, with your benevolent plan of rescuing
him from misery.’
‘Oh! what is to be done?’ cried Rose. ‘Dear, dear! whyddid
they send for these people?’
‘Why, indeed!’ exclaimed Mrs. Maylie. ‘I would not have
had them here, for the world.’
‘All I know is,’ said Mr. Losberne, at last: sitting down
with a kind of desperate calmness, ‘that we must try and
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carry it off with a bold face. The object is a good one, and
that must be our excuse. The boy has strong symptoms of
fever upon him, and is in no condition to be talked to any
more; that’s one comfort. We must make the best of it; and
if bad be the best, it is no fault of ours. Come in!’
‘Well, master,’ said Blathers, entering the room followed
by his colleague, and making the door fast, before he said
any more. ‘This warn’t a put-up thing.’
‘And what the devil’s a put-up thing?’ demanded the doctor, impatiently.
‘We call it a put-up robbery, ladies,’ said Blathers, turning
to them, as if he pitied their ignorance, but had a contempt
for the doctor’s, ‘when the servants is in it.’
‘Nobody suspected them, in this case,’ said Mrs. Maylie.
‘Wery likely not, ma’am,’ replied Blathers; ‘but they might
have been in it, for all that.’
‘More likely on that wery account,’ said Duff.
‘We find it was a town hand,’ said Blathers, continuing
his report; ‘for the style of work is first-rate.’
‘Wery pretty indeed it is,’ remarked Duff, in an undertone.
‘There was two of ‘em in it,’ continued Blathers; ‘and they
had a boy with ‘em; that’s plain from the size of the window.
That’s all to be said at present. We’ll see this lad that you’ve
got upstairs at once, if you please.’
‘Perhaps they will take something to drink first, Mrs.
Maylie?’ said the doctor: his face brightening, as if some
new thought had occurred to him.
‘Oh! to be sure!’ exclaimed Rose, eagerly. ‘You shall have
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it immediately, if you will.’
‘Why, thank you, miss!’ said Blathers, drawing his coatsleeve across his mouth; ‘it’s dry work, this sort of duty.
Anythink that’s handy, miss; don’t put yourself out of the
way, on our accounts.’
‘What shall it be?’ asked the doctor, following the young
lady to the sideboard.
‘A little drop of spirits, master, if it’s all the same,’ replied
Blathers. ‘It’s a cold ride from London, ma’am; and I always
find that spirits comes home warmer to the feelings.’
This interesting communication was addressed to Mrs.
Maylie, who received it very graciously. While it was being
conveyed to her, the doctor slipped out of the room.
‘Ah!’ said Mr. Blathers: not holding his wine-glass by the
stem, but grasping the bottom between the thumb and forefinger of his left hand: and placing it in front of his chest; ‘I
have seen a good many pieces of business like this, in my
time, ladies.’
‘That crack down in the back lane at Edmonton, Blathers,’
said Mr. Duff, assisting his colleague’s memory.
‘That was something in this way, warn’t it?’ rejoined Mr.
Blathers; ‘that was done by Conkey Chickweed, that was.’
‘You always gave that to him’ replied Duff. ‘It was the
Family Pet, I tell you. Conkey hadn’t any more to do with
it than I had.’
‘Get out!’ retorted Mr. Blathers; ‘I know better. Do you
mind that time when Conkey was robbed of his money,
though? What a start that was! Better than any novel-book
I ever see!’
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‘What was that?’ inquired Rose: anxious to encourage
any symptoms of good-humour in the unwelcome visitors.
‘It was a robbery, miss, that hardly anybody would have
been down upon,’ said Blathers. ‘This here Conkey Chickweed—‘
‘Conkey means Nosey, ma’am,’ interposed Duff.
‘Of course the lady knows that, don’t she?’ demanded
Mr. Blathers. ‘Always interrupting, you are, partner! This
here Conkey Chickweed, miss, kept a public-house over
Battlebridge way, and he had a cellar, where a good many
young lords went to see cock-fighting, and badger-drawing, and that; and a wery intellectural manner the sports
was conducted in, for I’ve seen ‘em off’en. He warn’t one
of the family, at that time; and one night he was robbed of
three hundred and twenty-seven guineas in a canvas bag,
that was stole out of his bedrrom in the dead of night, by a
tall man with a black patch over his eye, who had concealed
himself under the bed, and after committing the robbery,
jumped slap out of window: which was only a story high.
He was wery quick about it. But Conkey was quick, too;
for he fired a blunderbuss arter him, and roused the neighbourhood. They set up a hue-and-cry, directly, and when
they came to look about ‘em, found that Conkey had hit the
robber; for there was traces of blood, all the way to some
palings a good distance off; and there they lost ‘em. However, he had made off with the blunt; and, consequently, the
name of Mr. Chickweed, licensed witler, appeared in the
Gazette among the other bankrupts; and all manner of benefits and subscriptions, and I don’t know what all, was got
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up for the poor man, who was in a wery low state of mind
about his loss, and went up and down the streets, for three
or four days, a pulling his hair off in such a desperate manner that many people was afraid he might be going to make
away with himself. One day he came up to the office, all in a
hurry, and had a private interview with the magistrate, who,
after a deal of talk, rings the bell, and orders Jem Spyers in
(Jem was a active officer), and tells him to go and assist Mr.
Chickweed in apprehending the man as robbed his house. ‘I
see him, Spyers,’ said Chickweed, ‘pass my house yesterday
morning,’ ‘Why didn’t you up, and collar him!’ says Spyers.
‘I was so struck all of a heap, that you might have fractured
my skull with a toothpick,’ says the poor man; ‘but we’re
sure to have him; for between ten and eleven o’clock at
night he passed again.’ Spyers no sooner heard this, than he
put some clean linen and a comb, in his pocket, in case he
should have to stop a day or two; and away he goes, and sets
himself down at one of the public-house windows behind
the little red curtain, with his hat on, all ready to bolt out,
at a moment’s notice. He was smoking his pipe here, late at
night, when all of a sudden Chickweed roars out, ‘Here he
is! Stop thief! Murder!’ Jem Spyers dashes out; and there he
sees Chickweed, a-tearing down the street full cry. Away
goes Spyers; on goes Chickweed; round turns the people;
everybody roars out, ‘Thieves!’ and Chickweed himself
keeps on shouting, all the time, like mad. Spyers loses sight
of him a minute as he turns a corner; shoots round; sees
a little crowd; dives in; ‘Which is the man?’ ‘D—me!’ says
Chickweed, ‘I’ve lost him again!’ It was a remarkable oc354
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currence, but he warn’t to be seen nowhere, so they went
back to the public-house. Next morning, Spyers took his
old place, and looked out, from behind the curtain, for a
tall man with a black patch over his eye, till his own two
eyes ached again. At last, he couldn’t help shutting ‘em, to
ease ‘em a minute; and the very moment he did so, he hears
Chickweed a-roaring out, ‘Here he is!’ Off he starts once
more, with Chickweed half-way down the street ahead of
him; and after twice as long a run as the yesterday’s one,
the man’s lost again! This was done, once or twice more, till
one-half the neighbours gave out that Mr. Chickweed had
been robbed by the devil, who was playing tricks with him
arterwards; and the other half, that poor Mr. Chickweed
had gone mad with grief.’
‘What did Jem Spyers say?’ inquired the doctor; who had
returned to the room shortly after the commencement of
the story.
‘Jem Spyers,’ resumed the officer, ‘for a long time said
nothing at all, and listened to everything without seeming to, which showed he understood his business. But, one
morning, he walked into the bar, and taking out his snuffbox, says ‘Chickweed, I’ve found out who done this here
robbery.’ ‘Have you?’ said Chickweed. ‘Oh, my dear Spyers,
only let me have wengeance, and I shall die contented! Oh,
my dear Spyers, where is the villain!’ ‘Come!’ said Spyers,
offering him a pinch of snuff, ‘none of that gammon! You
did it yourself.’ So he had; and a good bit of money he had
made by it, too; and nobody would never have found it out,
if he hadn’t been so precious anxious to keep up appearFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ances!’ said Mr. Blathers, putting down his wine-glass, and
clinking the handcuffs together.
‘Very curious, indeed,’ observed the doctor. ‘Now, if you
please, you can walk upstairs.’
‘If YOU please, sir,’ returned Mr. Blathers. Closely following Mr. Losberne, the two officers ascended to Oliver’s
bedroom; Mr. Giles preceding the party, with a lighted candle.
Oliver had been dozing; but looked worse, and was more
feverish than he had appeared yet. Being assisted by the
doctor, he managed to sit up in bed for a minute or so; and
looked at the strangers without at all understanding what
was going forward—in fact, without seeming to recollect
where he was, or what had been passing.
‘This,’ said Mr. Losberne, speaking softly, but with great
vehemence notwithstanding, ‘this is the lad, who, being accidently wounded by a spring-gun in some boyish trespass
on Mr. What-d’ ye-call-him’s grounds, at the back here,
comes to the house for assistance this morning, and is immediately laid hold of and maltreated, by that ingenious
gentleman with the candle in his hand: who has placed his
life in considerable danger, as I can professionally certify.’
Messrs. Blathers and Duff looked at Mr. Giles, as he was
thus recommended to their notice. The bewildered butler
gazed from them towards Oliver, and from Oliver towards
Mr. Losberne, with a most ludicrous mixture of fear and
perplexity.
‘You don’t mean to deny that, I suppose?’ said the doctor,
laying Oliver gently down again.
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‘It was all done for the—for the best, sir,’ answered Giles.
‘I am sure I thought it was the boy, or I wouldn’t have meddled with him. I am not of an inhuman disposition, sir.’
‘Thought it was what boy?’ inquired the senior officer.
‘The housebreaker’s boy, sir!’ replied Giles. ‘They—they
certainly had a boy.’
‘Well? Do you think so now?’ inquired Blathers.
‘Think what, now?’ replied Giles, looking vacantly at his
questioner.
‘Think it’s the same boy, Stupid-head?’ rejoined Blathers,
impatiently.
‘I don’t know; I really don’t know,’ said Giles, with a rueful countenance. ‘I couldn’t swear to him.’
‘What do you think?’ asked Mr. Blathers.
‘I don’t know what to think,’ replied poor Giles. ‘I don’t
think it is the boy; indeed, I’m almost certain that it isn’t.
You know it can’t be.’
‘Has this man been a-drinking, sir?’ inquired Blathers,
turning to the doctor.
‘What a precious muddle-headed chap you are!’ said Duff,
addressing Mr. Giles, with supreme contempt.
Mr. Losberne had been feeling the patient’s pulse during
this short dialogue; but he now rose from the chair by the
bedside, and remarked, that if the officers had any doubts
upon the subject, they would perhaps like to step into the
next room, and have Brittles before them.
Acting upon this suggestion, they adjourned to a neighbouring apartment, where Mr. Brittles, being called in,
involved himself and his respected superior in such a wonFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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derful maze of fresh contradictions and impossibilities, as
tended to throw no particular light on anything, but the
fact of his own strong mystification; except, indeed, his declarations that he shouldn’t know the real boy, if he were put
before him that instant; that he had only taken Oliver to be
he, because Mr. Giles had said he was; and that Mr. Giles
had, five minutes previously, admitted in the kitchen, that
he begain to be very much afraid he had been a little too
hasty.
Among other ingenious surmises, the question was then
raised, whether Mr. Giles had really hit anybody; and upon
examination of the fellow pistol to that which he had fired,
it turned out to have no more destructive loading than
gunpowder and brown paper: a discovery which made a
considerable impression on everybody but the doctor, who
had drawn the ball about ten minutes before. Upon no one,
however, did it make a greater impression than on Mr. Giles
himself; who, after labouring, for some hours, under the
fear of having mortally wounded a fellow-creature, eagerly
caught at this new idea, and favoured it to the utmost. Finally, the officers, without troubling themselves very much
about Oliver, left the Chertsey constable in the house, and
took up their rest for that night in the town; promising to
return the next morning.
With the next morning, there came a rumour, that two
men and a boy were in the cage at Kingston, who had been
apprehended over night under suspicious circumstances;
and to Kingston Messrs. Blathers and Duff journeyed accordingly. The suspicious circumstances, however, resolving
358

Oliver Twist

themselves, on investigation, into the one fact, that they had
been discovered sleeping under a haystack; which, although
a great crime, is only punishable by imprisonment, and is,
in the merciful eye of the English law, and its comprehensive love of all the King’s subjects, held to be no satisfactory
proof, in the absence of all other evidence, that the sleeper,
or sleepers, have committed burglary accompanied with violence, and have therefore rendered themselves liable to the
punishment of death; Messrs. Blathers and Duff came back
again, as wise as they went.
In short, after some more examination, and a great deal
more conversation, a neighbouring magistrate was readily
induced to take the joint bail of Mrs. Maylie and Mr. Losberne for Oliver’s appearance if he should ever be called
upon; and Blathers and Duff, being rewarded with a couple of guineas, returned to town with divided opinions on
the subject of their expedition: the latter gentleman on a
mature consideration of all the circumstances, inclining to
the belief that the burglarious attempt had originated with
the Family Pet; and the former being equally disposed to
concede the full merit of it to the great Mr. Conkey Chickweed.
Meanwhile, Oliver gradually throve and prospered under
the united care of Mrs. Maylie, Rose, and the kind-hearted
Mr. Losberne. If fervent prayers, gushing from hearts overcharged with gratitude, be heard in heaven—and if they
be not, what prayers are!—the blessings which the orphan
child called down upon them, sunk into their souls, diffusing peace and happiness.
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CHAPTER XXXII
OF THE HAPPY LIFE
OLIVER BEGAN TO LEAD
WITH HIS KIND FRIENDS

O

liver’s ailings were neither slight nor few. In addition
to the pain and delay attendant on a broken limb, his
exposure to the wet and cold had brought on fever and ague:
which hung about him for many weeks, and reduced him
sadly. But, at length, he began, by slow degrees, to get better, and to be able to say sometimes, in a few tearful words,
how deeply he felt the goodness of the two sweet ladies, and
how ardently he hoped that when he grew strong and well
again, he could do something to show his gratitude; only
something, which would let them see the love and duty
with which his breast was full; something, however slight,
which would prove to them that their gentle kindness had
not been cast away; but that the poor boy whom their charity had rescued from misery, or death, was eager to serve
them with his whole heart and soul.
‘Poor fellow!’ said Rose, when Oliver had been one day
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feebly endeavouring to utter the words of thankfulness
that rose to his pale lips; ‘you shall have many opportunities of serving us, if you will. We are going into the country,
and my aunt intends that you shall accompany us. The quiet place, the pure air, and all the pleasure and beauties of
spring, will restore you in a few days. We will employ you in
a hundred ways, when you can bear the trouble.’
‘The trouble!’ cried Oliver. ‘Oh! dear lady, if I could but
work for you; if I could only give you pleasure by watering
your flowers, or watching your birds, or running up and
down the whole day long, to make you happy; what would
I give to do it!’
‘You shall give nothing at all,’ said Miss Maylie, smiling;
‘for, as I told you before, we shall employ you in a hundred
ways; and if you only take half the trouble to please us, that
you promise now, you will make me very happy indeed.’
‘Happy, ma’am!’ cried Oliver; ‘how kind of you to say so!’
‘You will make me happier than I can tell you,’ replied the
young lady. ‘To think that my dear good aunt should have
been the means of rescuing any one from such sad misery
as you have described to us, would be an unspeakable pleasure to me; but to know that the object of her goodness and
compassion was sincerely grateful and attached, in consequence, would delight me, more than you can well imagine.
Do you understand me?’ she inquired, watching Oliver’s
thoughtful face.
‘Oh yes, ma’am, yes!’ replied Oliver eagerly; ‘but I was
thinking that I am ungrateful now.’
‘To whom?’ inquired the young lady.
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‘To the kind gentleman, and the dear old nurse, who took
so much care of me before,’ rejoined Oliver. ‘If they knew
how happy I am, they would be pleased, I am sure.’
‘I am sure they would,’ rejoined Oliver’s benefactress;
‘and Mr. Losberne has already been kind enough to promise that when you are well enough to bear the journey, he
will carry you to see them.’
‘Has he, ma’am?’ cried Oliver, his face brightening with
pleasure. ‘I don’t know what I shall do for joy when I see
their kind faces once again!’
In a short time Oliver was sufficiently recovered to undergo the fatigue of this expedition. One morning he and
Mr. Losberne set out, accordingly, in a little carriage which
belonged to Mrs. Maylie. When they came to Chertsey
Bridge, Oliver turned very pale, and uttered a loud exclamation.
‘What’s the matter with the boy?’ cried the doctor, as
usual, all in a bustle. ‘Do you see anything—hear anything—feel anything—eh?’
‘That, sir,’ cried Oliver, pointing out of the carriage window. ‘That house!’
‘Yes; well, what of it? Stop coachman. Pull up here,’ cried
the doctor. ‘What of the house, my man; eh?’
‘The thieves—the house they took me to!’ whispered Oliver.
‘The devil it is!’ cried the doctor. ‘Hallo, there! let me
out!’
But, before the coachman could dismount from his box,
he had tumbled out of the coach, by some means or other;
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and, running down to the deserted tenement, began kicking at the door like a madman.
‘Halloa?’ said a little ugly hump-backed man: opening
the door so suddenly, that the doctor, from the very impetus of his last kick, nearly fell forward into the passage.
‘What’s the matter here?’
‘Matter!’ exclaimed the other, collaring him, without a
moment’s reflection. ‘A good deal. Robbery is the matter.’
‘There’ll be Murder the matter, too,’ replied the humpbacked man, coolly, ‘if you don’t take your hands off. Do
you hear me?’
‘I hear you,’ said the doctor, giving his captive a hearty
shake.
‘Where’s—confound the fellow, what’s his rascally
name—Sikes; that’s it. Where’s Sikes, you thief?’
The hump-backed man stared, as if in excess of amazement and indignation; then, twisting himself, dexterously,
from the doctor’s grasp, growled forth a volley of horrid
oaths, and retired into the house. Before he could shut the
door, however, the doctor had passed into the parlour, without a word of parley.
He looked anxiously round; not an article of furniture;
not a vestige of anything, animate or inanimate; not even
the position of the cupboards; answered Oliver’s description!
‘Now!’ said the hump-backed man, who had watched
him keenly, ‘what do you mean by coming into my house,
in this violent way? Do you want to rob me, or to murder
me? Which is it?’
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‘Did you ever know a man come out to do either, in a
chariot and a pair, you ridiculous old vampire?’ said the irritable doctor.
‘What do you want, then?’ demanded the hunchback.
‘Will you take yourself off, before I do you a mischief? Curse
you!’
‘As soon as I think proper,’ said Mr. Losberne, looking
into the other parlour; which, like the first, bore no resemblance whatever to Oliver’s account of it. ‘I shall find you
out, some day, my friend.’
‘Will you?’ sneered the ill-favoured cripple. ‘If you ever
want me, I’m here. I haven’t lived here mad and all alone, for
five-and-twenty years, to be scared by you. You shall pay for
this; you shall pay for this.’ And so saying, the mis-shapen
little demon set up a yell, and danced upon the ground, as
if wild with rage.
‘Stupid enough, this,’ muttered the doctor to himself;
‘the boy must have made a mistake. Here! Put that in your
pocket, and shut yourself up again.’ With these words he
flung the hunchback a piece of money, and returned to the
carriage.
The man followed to the chariot door, uttering the wildest imprecations and curses all the way; but as Mr. Losberne
turned to speak to the driver, he looked into the carriage,
and eyed Oliver for an instant with a glance so sharp and
fierce and at the same time so furious and vindictive, that,
waking or sleeping, he could not forget it for months afterwards. He continued to utter the most fearful imprecations,
until the driver had resumed his seat; and when they were
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once more on their way, they could see him some distance
behind: beating his feet upon the ground, and tearing his
hair, in transports of real or pretended rage.
‘I am an ass!’ said the doctor, after a long silence. ‘Did you
know that before, Oliver?’
‘No, sir.’
‘Then don’t forget it another time.’
‘An ass,’ said the doctor again, after a further silence of
some minutes. ‘Even if it had been the right place, and the
right fellows had been there, what could I have done, singlehanded? And if I had had assistance, I see no good that I
should have done, except leading to my own exposure, and
an unavoidable statement of the manner in which I have
hushed up this business. That would have served me right,
though. I am always involving myself in some scrape or
other, by acting on impulse. It might have done me good.’
Now, the fact was that the excellent doctor had never
acted upon anything but impulse all through his life, and
if was no bad compliment to the nature of the impulses
which governed him, that so far from being involved in any
peculiar troubles or misfortunes, he had the warmest respect and esteem of all who knew him. If the truth must
be told, he was a little out of temper, for a minute or two, at
being disappointed in procuring corroborative evidence of
Oliver’s story on the very first occasion on which he had a
chance of obtaining any. He soon came round again, however; and finding that Oliver’s replies to his questions, were
still as straightforward and consistent, and still delivered
with as much apparent sincerity and truth, as they had ever
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been, he made up his mind to attach full credence to them,
from that time forth.
As Oliver knew the name of the street in which Mr.
Brownlow resided, they were enabled to drive straight
thither. When the coach turned into it, his heart beat so
violently, that he could scarcely draw his breath.
‘Now, my boy, which house is it?’ inquired Mr. Losberne.
‘That! That!’ replied Oliver, pointing eagerly out of the
window. ‘The white house. Oh! make haste! Pray make
haste! I feel as if I should die: it makes me tremble so.’
‘Come, come!’ said the good doctor, patting him on the
shoulder. ‘You will see them directly, and they will be overjoyed to find you safe and well.’
‘Oh! I hope so!’ cried Oliver. ‘They were so good to me; so
very, very good to me.’
The coach rolled on. It stopped. No; that was the wrong
house; the next door. It went on a few paces, and stopped
again. Oliver looked up at the windows, with tears of happy
expectation coursing down his face.
Alas! the white house was empty, and there was a bill in
the window. ‘To Let.’
‘Knock at the next door,’ cried Mr. Losberne, taking Oliver’s arm in his. ‘What has become of Mr. Brownlow, who
used to live in the adjoining house, do you know?’
The servant did not know; but would go and inquire. She
presently returned, and said, that Mr. Brownlow had sold
off his goods, and gone to the West Indies, six weeks before.
Oliver clasped his hands, and sank feebly backward.
‘Has his housekeeper gone too?’ inquired Mr. Losberne,
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after a moment’s pause.
‘Yes, sir’; replied the servant. ‘The old gentleman, the
housekeeper, and a gentleman who was a friend of Mr.
Brownlow’s, all went together.
‘Then turn towards home again,’ said Mr. Losberne to
the driver; ‘and don’t stop to bait the horses, till you get out
of this confounded London!’
‘The book-stall keeper, sir?’ said Oliver. ‘I know the way
there. See him, pray, sir! Do see him!’
‘My poor boy, this is disappointment enough for one day,’
said the doctor. ‘Quite enough for both of us. If we go to the
book-stall keeper’s, we shall certainly find that he is dead,
or has set his house on fire, or run away. No; home again
straight!’ And in obedience to the doctor’s impulse, home
they went.
This bitter disappointment caused Oliver much sorrow
and grief, even in the midst of his happiness; for he had
pleased himself, many times during his illness, with thinking of all that Mr. Brownlow and Mrs. Bedwin would say to
him: and what delight it would be to tell them how many
long days and nights he had passed in reflecting on what
they had done for him, and in bewailing his cruel separation from them. The hope of eventually clearing himself
with them, too, and explaining how he had been forced
away, had buoyed him up, and sustained him, under many
of his recent trials; and now, the idea that they should have
gone so far, and carried with them the belief that the was an
impostor and a robber—a belief which might remain uncontradicted to his dying day—was almost more than he
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could bear.
The circumstance occasioned no alteration, however, in
the behaviour of his benefactors. After another fortnight,
when the fine warm weather had fairly begun, and every
tree and flower was putting forth its young leaves and rich
blossoms, they made preparations for quitting the house at
Chertsey, for some months.
Sending the plate, which had so excited Fagin’s cupidity, to the banker’s; and leaving Giles and another servant
in care of the house, they departed to a cottage at some distance in the country, and took Oliver with them.
Who can describe the pleasure and delight, the peace of
mind and soft tranquillity, the sickly boy felt in the balmy
air, and among the green hills and rich woods, of an inland
village! Who can tell how scenes of peace and quietude sink
into the minds of pain-worn dwellers in close and noisy
places, and carry their own freshness, deep into their jaded hearts! Men who have lived in crowded, pent-up streets,
through lives of toil, and who have never wished for change;
men, to whom custom has indeed been second nature, and
who have come almost to love each brick and stone that
formed the narrow boundaries of their daily walks; even
they, with the hand of death upon them, have been known
to yearn at last for one short glimpse of Nature’s face; and,
carried far from the scenes of their old pains and pleasures, have seemed to pass at once into a new state of being.
Crawling forth, from day to day, to some green sunny spot,
they have had such memories wakened up within them by
the sight of the sky, and hill and plain, and glistening wa368
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ter, that a foretaste of heaven itself has soothed their quick
decline, and they have sunk into their tombs, as peacefully as the sun whose setting they watched from their lonely
chamber window but a few hours before, faded from their
dim and feeble sight! The memories which peaceful country
scenes call up, are not of this world, nor of its thoughts and
hopes. Their gentle influence may teach us how to weave
fresh garlands for the graves of those we loved: may purify our thoughts, and bear down before it old enmity and
hatred; but beneath all this, there lingers, in the least reflective mind, a vague and half-formed consciousness of having
held such feelings long before, in some remote and distant
time, which calls up solemn thoughts of distant times to
come, and bends down pride and worldliness beneath it.
It was a lovely spot to which they repaired. Oliver, whose
days had been spent among squalid crowds, and in the midst
of noise and brawling, seemed to enter on a new existence
there. The rose and honeysuckle clung to the cottage walls;
the ivy crept round the trunks of the trees; and the garden-flowers perfumed the air with delicious odours. Hard
by, was a little churchyard; not crowded with tall unsightly
gravestones, but full of humble mounds, covered with fresh
turf and moss: beneath which, the old people of the village
lay at rest. Oliver often wandered here; and, thinking of the
wretched grave in which his mother lay, would sometimes
sit him down and sob unseen; but, when he raised his eyes
to the deep sky overhead, he would cease to think of her
as lying in the ground, and would weep for her, sadly, but
without pain.
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It was a happy time. The days were peaceful and serene;
the nights brought with them neither fear nor care; no languishing in a wretched prison, or associating with wretched
men; nothing but pleasant and happy thoughts. Every
morning he went to a white-headed old gentleman, who
lived near the little church: who taught him to read better,
and to write: and who spoke so kindly, and took such pains,
that Oliver could never try enough to please him. Then, he
would walk with Mrs. Maylie and Rose, and hear them talk
of books; or perhaps sit near them, in some shady place, and
listen whilst the young lady read: which he could have done,
until it grew too dark to see the letters. Then, he had his
own lesson for the next day to prepare; and at this, he would
work hard, in a little room which looked into the garden, till
evening came slowly on, when the ladies would walk out
again, and he with them: listening with such pleasure to all
they said: and so happy if they wanted a flower that he could
climb to reach, or had forgotten anything he could run to
fetch: that he could never be quick enought about it. When
it became quite dark, and they returned home, the young
lady would sit down to the piano, and play some pleasant
air, or sing, in a low and gentle voice, some old song which it
pleased her aunt to hear. There would be no candles lighted
at such times as these; and Oliver would sit by one of the
windows, listening to the sweet music, in a perfect rapture.
And when Sunday came, how differently the day was
spent, from any way in which he had ever spent it yet! and
how happily too; like all the other days in that most happy time! There was the little church, in the morning, with
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the green leaves fluttering at the windows: the birds singing
without: and the sweet-smelling air stealing in at the low
porch, and filling the homely building with its fragrance.
The poor people were so neat and clean, and knelt so reverently in prayer, that it seemed a pleasure, not a tedious duty,
their assembling there together; and though the singing
might be rude, it was real, and sounded more musical (to
Oliver’s ears at least) than any he had ever heard in church
before. Then, there were the walks as usual, and many calls
at the clean houses of the labouring men; and at night, Oliver read a chapter or two from the Bible, which he had been
studying all the week, and in the performance of which
duty he felt more proud and pleased, than if he had been
the clergyman himself.
In the morning, Oliver would be a-foot by six o’clock,
roaming the fields, and plundering the hedges, far and wide,
for nosegays of wild flowers, with which he would return
laden, home; and which it took great care and consideration
to arrange, to the best advantage, for the embellishment of
the breakfast-table. There was fresh groundsel, too, for Miss
Maylie’s birds, with which Oliver, who had been studying
the subject under the able tuition of the village clerk, would
decorate the cages, in the most approved taste. When the
birds were made all spruce and smart for the day, there
was usually some little commission of charity to execute in
the village; or, failing that, there was rare cricket-playing,
sometimes, on the green; or, failing that, there was always
something to do in the garden, or about the plants, to which
Oliver (who had studied this science also, under the same
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master, who was a gardener by trade,) applied himself with
hearty good-will, until Miss Rose made her appearance:
when there were a thousand commendations to be bestowed
on all he had done.
So three months glided away; three months which, in the
life of the most blessed and favoured of mortals, might have
been unmingled happiness, and which, in Oliver’s were
true felicity. With the purest and most amiable generousity
on one side; and the truest, warmest, soul-felt gratitude on
the other; it is no wonder that, by the end of that short time,
Oliver Twist had become completely domesticated with the
old lady and her niece, and that the fervent attachment of
his young and sensitive heart, was repaid by their pride in,
and attachment to, himself.
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CHAPTER XXXIII
WHEREIN THE HAPPINESS
OF OLIVER AND HIS
FRIENDS, EXPERIENCES
A SUDDEN CHECK

S

pring flew swiftly by, and summer came. If the village
had been beautiful at first it was now in the full glow and
luxuriance of its richness. The great trees, which had looked
shrunken and bare in the earlier months, had now burst
into strong life and health; and stretching forth their green
arms over the thirsty ground, converted open and naked
spots into choice nooks, where was a deep and pleasant
shade from which to look upon the wide prospect, steeped
in sunshine, which lay stretched beyond. The earth had
donned her mantle of brightest green; and shed her richest
perfumes abroad. It was the prime and vigour of the year;
all things were glad and flourishing.
Still, the same quiet life went on at the little cottage, and
the same cheerful serenity prevailed among its inmates. Ol-
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iver had long since grown stout and healthy; but health or
sickness made no difference in his warm feelings of a great
many people. He was still the same gentle, attached, affectionate creature that he had been when pain and suffering
had wasted his strength, and when he was dependent for every slight attention, and comfort on those who tended him.
One beautiful night, when they had taken a longer walk
than was customary with them: for the day had been unusually warm, and there was a brilliant moon, and a light
wind had sprung up, which was unusually refreshing. Rose
had been in high spirits, too, and they had walked on, in
merry conversation, until they had far exceeded their ordinary bounds. Mrs. Maylie being fatigued, they returned
more slowly home. The young lady merely throwing off her
simple bonnet, sat down to the piano as usual. After running abstractedly over the keys for a few minutes, she fell
into a low and very solemn air; and as she played it, they
heard a sound as if she were weeping.
‘Rose, my dear!’ said the elder lady.
Rose made no reply, but played a little quicker, as though
the words had roused her from some painful thoughts.
‘Rose, my love!’ cried Mrs. Maylie, rising hastily, and
bending over her. ‘What is this? In tears! My dear child,
what distresses you?’
‘Nothing, aunt; nothing,’ replied the young lady. ‘I don’t
know what it is; I can’t describe it; but I feel—‘
‘Not ill, my love?’ interposed Mrs. Maylie.
‘No, no! Oh, not ill!’ replied Rose: shuddering as though
some deadly chillness were passing over her, while she
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spoke; ‘I shall be better presently. Close the window, pray!’
Oliver hastened to comply with her request. The young
lady, making an effort to recover her cheerfulness, strove to
play some livelier tune; but her fingers dropped powerless
over the keys. Covering her face with her hands, she sank
upon a sofa, and gave vent to the tears which she was now
unable to repress.
‘My child!’ said the elderly lady, folding her arms about
her, ‘I never saw you so before.’
‘I would not alarm you if I could avoid it,’ rejoined Rose;
‘but indeed I have tried very hard, and cannot help this. I
fear I AM ill, aunt.’
She was, indeed; for, when candles were brought, they
saw that in the very short time which had elapsed since
their return home, the hue of her countenance had changed
to a marble whiteness. Its expression had lost nothing of its
beauty; but it was changed; and there was an anxious haggard look about the gentle face, which it had never worn
before. Another minute, and it was suffused with a crimson flush: and a heavy wildness came over the soft blue eye.
Again this disappeared, like the shadow thrown by a passing cloud; and she was once more deadly pale.
Oliver, who watched the old lady anxiously, observed
that she was alarmed by these appearances; and so in truth,
was he; but seeing that she affected to make light of them,
he endeavoured to do the same, and they so far succeeded,
that when Rose was persuaded by her aunt to retire for the
night, she was in better spirits; and appeared even in better
health: assuring them that she felt certain she should rise in
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the morning, quite well.
‘I hope,’ said Oliver, when Mrs. Maylie returned, ‘that
nothing is the matter? She don’t look well to-night, but—‘
The old lady motioned to him not to speak; and sitting
herself down in a dark corner of the room, remained silent
for some time.
At length, she said, in a trembling voice:
‘I hope not, Oliver. I have been very happy with her for
some years: too happy, perhaps. It may be time that I should
meet with some misfortune; but I hope it is not this.’
‘What?’ inquired Oliver.
‘The heavy blow,’ said the old lady, ‘of losing the dear girl
who has so long been my comfort and happiness.’
‘Oh! God forbid!’ exclaimed Oliver, hastily.
‘Amen to that, my child!’ said the old lady, wringing her
hands.
‘Surely there is no danger of anything so dreadful?’ said
Oliver.
‘Two hours ago, she was quite well.’
‘She is very ill now,’ rejoined Mrs. Maylies; ‘and will be
worse, I am sure. My dear, dear Rose! Oh, what shall I do
without her!’
She gave way to such great grief, that Oliver, suppressing
his own emotion, ventured to remonstrate with her; and to
beg, earnestly, that, for the sake of the dear young lady herself, she would be more calm.
‘And consider, ma’am,’ said Oliver, as the tears forced
themselves into his eyes, despite of his efforts to the contrary.
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‘Oh! consider how young and good she is, and what
pleasure and comfort she gives to all about her. I am sure—
certain—quite certain—that, for your sake, who are so
good yourself; and for her own; and for the sake of all she
makes so happy; she will not die. Heaven will never let her
die so young.’
‘Hush!’ said Mrs. Maylie, laying her hand on Oliver’s
head. ‘You think like a child, poor boy. But you teach me
my duty, notwithstanding. I had forgotten it for a moment,
Oliver, but I hope I may be pardoned, for I am old, and have
seen enough of illness and death to know the agony of separation from the objects of our love. I have seen enough, too,
to know that it is not always the youngest and best who are
spared to those that love them; but this should give us comfort in our sorrow; for Heaven is just; and such things teach
us, impressively, that there is a brighter world than this; and
that the passage to it is speedy. God’s will be done! I love
her; and He know how well!’
Oliver was surprised to see that as Mrs. Maylie said these
words, she checked her lamentations as though by one effort; and drawing herself up as she spoke, became composed
and firm. He was still more astonished to find that this
firmness lasted; and that, under all the care and watching
which ensued, Mrs. Maylie was every ready and collected:
performing all the duties which had devolved upon her,
steadily, and, to all external appearances, even cheerfully.
But he was young, and did not know what strong minds
are capable of, under trying circumstances. How should he,
when their possessors so seldom know themselves?
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An anxious night ensued. When morning came, Mrs.
Maylie’s predictions were but too well verified. Rose was in
the first stage of a high and dangerous fever.
‘We must be active, Oliver, and not give way to useless
grief,’ said Mrs. Maylie, laying her finger on her lip, as she
looked steadily into his face; ‘this letter must be sent, with
all possible expedition, to Mr. Losberne. It must be carried
to the market-town: which is not more than four miles off,
by the footpath across the field: and thence dispatched, by
an express on horseback, straight to Chertsey. The people at
the inn will undertake to do this: and I can trust to you to
see it done, I know.’
Oliver could make no reply, but looked his anxiety to be
gone at once.
‘Here is another letter,’ said Mrs. Maylie, pausing to reflect; ‘but whether to send it now, or wait until I see how
Rose goes on, I scarcely know. I would not forward it, unless
I feared the worst.’
‘Is it for Chertsey, too, ma’am?’ inquired Oliver; impatient
to execute his commission, and holding out his trembling
hand for the letter.
‘No,’ replied the old lady, giving it to him mechanically.
Oliver glanced at it, and saw that it was directed to Harry
Maylie, Esquire, at some great lord’s house in the country;
where, he could not make out.
‘Shall it go, ma’am?’ asked Oliver, looking up, impatiently.
‘I think not,’ replied Mrs. Maylie, taking it back. ‘I will
wait until to-morrow.’
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With these words, she gave Oliver her purse, and he
started off, without more delay, at the greatest speed he
could muster.
Swiftly he ran across the fields, and down the little lanes
which sometimes divided them: now almost hidden by the
high corn on either side, and now emerging on an open
field, where the mowers and haymakers were busy at their
work: nor did he stop once, save now and then, for a few seconds, to recover breath, until he came, in a great heat, and
covered with dust, on the little market-place of the markettown.
Here he paused, and looked about for the inn. There were
a white bank, and a red brewery, and a yellow town-hall;
and in one corner there was a large house, with all the wood
about it painted green: before which was the sign of ‘The
George.’ To this he hastened, as soon as it caught his eye.
He spoke to a postboy who was dozing under the gateway; and who, after hearing what he wanted, referred him
to the ostler; who after hearing all he had to say again, referred him to the landlord; who was a tall gentleman in a
blue neckcloth, a white hat, drab breeches, and boots with
tops to match, leaning against a pump by the stable-door,
picking his teeth with a silver toothpick.
This gentleman walked with much deliberation into the
bar to make out the bill: which took a long time making out:
and after it was ready, and paid, a horse had to be saddled,
and a man to be dressed, which took up ten good minutes
more. Meanwhile Oliver was in such a desperate state of impatience and anxiety, that he felt as if he could have jumped
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upon the horse himself, and galloped away, full tear, to the
next stage. At length, all was ready; and the little parcel having been handed up, with many injunctions and entreaties
for its speedy delivery, the man set spurs to his horse, and
rattling over the uneven paving of the market-place, was
out of the town, and galloping along the turnpike-road, in
a couple of minutes.
As it was something to feel certain that assistance was
sent for, and that no time had been lost, Oliver hurried up
the inn-yard, with a somewhat lighter heart. He was turning out of the gateway when he accidently stumbled against
a tall man wrapped in a cloak, who was at that moment
coming out of the inn door.
‘Hah!’ cried the man, fixing his eyes on Oliver, and suddenly recoiling. ‘What the devil’s this?’
‘I beg your pardon, sir,’ said Oliver; ‘I was in a great hurry
to get home, and didn’t see you were coming.’
‘Death!’ muttered the man to himself, glaring at the boy
with his large dark eyes. ‘Who would have thought it! Grind
him to ashes!
He’d start up from a stone coffin, to come in my way!’
‘I am sorry,’ stammered Oliver, confused by the strange
man’s wild look. ‘I hope I have not hurt you!’
‘Rot you!’ murmured the man, in a horrible passion; between his clenched teeth; ‘if I had only had the courage to
say the word, I might have been free of you in a night. Curses on your head, and black death on your heart, you imp!
What are you doing here?’
The man shook his fist, as he uttered these words incoher380
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ently. He advanced towards Oliver, as if with the intention
of aiming a blow at him, but fell violently on the ground:
writhing and foaming, in a fit.
Oliver gazed, for a moment, at the struggles of the madman (for such he supposed him to be); and then darted into
the house for help. Having seen him safely carried into the
hotel, he turned his face homewards, running as fast as he
could, to make up for lost time: and recalling with a great
deal of astonishment and some fear, the extraordinary behaviour of the person from whom he had just parted.
The circumstance did not dwell in his recollection long,
however:
for when he reached the cottage, there was enough to
occupy his mind, and to drive all considerations of self
completely from his memory.
Rose Maylie had rapidly grown worse; before mid-night
she was delirious. A medical practitioner, who resided on
the spot, was in constant attendance upon her; and after
first seeing the patient, he had taken Mrs. Maylie aside, and
pronounced her disorder to be one of a most alarming nature. ‘In fact,’ he said, ‘it would be little short of a miracle, if
she recovered.’
How often did Oliver start from his bed that night, and
stealing out, with noiseless footstep, to the staircase, listen
for the slightest sound from the sick chamber! How often
did a tremble shake his frame, and cold drops of terror start
upon his brow, when a sudden trampling of feet caused
him to fear that something too dreadful to think of, had
even then occurred! And what had been the fervency of all
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the prayers he had ever muttered, compared with those he
poured forth, now, in the agony and passion of his supplication for the life and health of the gentle creature, who was
tottering on the deep grave’s verge!
Oh! the suspense, the fearful, acute suspense, of standing idly by while the life of one we dearly love, is trembling
in the balance! Oh! the racking thoughts that crowd upon
the mind, and make the heart beat violently, and the breath
come thick, by the force of the images they conjure up before
it; the DESPERATE ANXIETY TO BE DOING SOMETHING to relieve the pain, or lessen the danger, which we
have no power to alleviate; the sinking of soul and spirit,
which the sad remembrance of our helplessness produces;
what tortures can equal these; what reflections or endeavours can, in the full tide and fever of the time, allay them!
Morning came; and the little cottage was lonely and still.
People spoke in whispers; anxious faces appeared at the gate,
from time to time; women and children went away in tears.
All the livelong day, and for hours after it had grown dark,
Oliver paced softly up and down the garden, raising his eyes
every instant to the sick chamber, and shuddering to see the
darkened window, looking as if death lay stretched inside.
Late that night, Mr. Losberne arrived. ‘It is hard,’ said the
good doctor, turning away as he spoke; ‘so young; so much
beloved; but there is very little hope.’
Another morning. The sun shone brightly; as brightly as
if it looked upon no misery or care; and, with every leaf and
flower in full bloom about her; with life, and health, and
sounds and sights of joy, surrounding her on every side: the
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fair young creature lay, wasting fast. Oliver crept away to
the old churchyard, and sitting down on one of the green
mounds, wept and prayed for her, in silence.
There was such peace and beauty in the scene; so much of
brightness and mirth in the sunny landscape; such blithesome music in the songs of the summer birds; such freedom
in the rapid flight of the rook, careering overhead; so much
of life and joyousness in all; that, when the boy raised his
aching eyes, and looked about, the thought instinctively occurred to him, that this was not a time for death; that Rose
could surely never die when humbler things were all so glad
and gay; that graves were for cold and cheerless winter: not
for sunlight and fragrance. He almost thought that shrouds
were for the old and shrunken; and that they never wrapped
the young and graceful form in their ghastly folds.
A knell from the church bell broke harshly on these
youthful thoughts. Another! Again! It was tolling for the
funeral service. A group of humble mourners entered the
gate: wearing white favours; for the corpse was young. They
stood uncovered by a grave; and there was a mother—a
mother once—among the weeping train. But the sun shone
brightly, and the birds sang on.
Oliver turned homeward, thinking on the many kindnesses he had received from the young lady, and wishing
that the time could come again, that he might never cease
showing her how grateful and attached he was. He had no
cause for self-reproach on the score of neglect, or want of
thought, for he had been devoted to her service; and yet a
hundred little occasions rose up before him, on which he
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fancied he might have been more zealous, and more earnest, and wished he had been. We need be careful how we
deal with those about us, when every death carries to some
small circle of survivors, thoughts of so much omitted, and
so little done—of so many things forgotten, and so many
more which might have been repaired! There is no remorse
so deep as that which is unavailing; if we would be spared
its tortures, let us remember this, in time.
When he reached home Mrs. Maylie was sitting in the
little parlour. Oliver’s heart sand at sight of her; for she had
never left the bedside of her niece; and he trembled to think
what change could have driven her away. He learnt that she
had fallen into a deep sleep, from which she would waken,
either to recovery and life, or to bid them farewell, and die.
They sat, listening, and afraid to speak, for hours. The
untasted meal was removed, with looks which showed that
their thoughts were elsewhere, they watched the sun as he
sank lower and lower, and, at length, cast over sky and earth
those brilliant hues which herald his departure. Their quick
ears caught the sound of an approaching footstep. They
both involuntarily darted to the door, as Mr. Losberne entered.
‘What of Rose?’ cried the old lady. ‘Tell me at once! I can
bear it; anything but suspense! Oh!, tell me! in the name of
Heaven!’
‘You must compose yourself,’ said the doctor supporting
her. ‘Be calm, my dear ma’am, pray.’
‘Let me go, in God’s name! My dear child! She is dead!
She is dying!’
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‘No!’ cried the doctor, passionately. ‘As He is good and
merciful, she will live to bless us all, for years to come.’
The lady fell upon her knees, and tried to fold her hands
together; but the energy which had supported her so long,
fled up to Heaven with her first thanksgiving; and she sank
into the friendly arms which were extended to receive her.
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CHAPTER XXIV
CONTAINS SOME
INTRODUCTORY
PARTICULARS RELATIVE
TO A YOUNG GENTLEMAN
WHO NOW ARRIVES UPON
THE SCENE; AND A NEW
ADVENTURE WHICH
HAPPENED TO OLIVER

I

t was almost too much happiness to bear. Oliver felt
stunned and stupefied by the unexpected intelligence; he
could not weep, or speak, or rest. He had scarcely the power
of understanding anything that had passed, until, after a
long ramble in the quiet evening air, a burst of tears came
to his relief, and he seemed to awaken, all at once, to a full
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sense of the joyful change that had occurred, and the almost insupportable load of anguish which had been taken
from his breast.
The night was fast closing in, when he returned homeward: laden with flowers which he had culled, with peculiar
care, for the adornment of the sick chamber. As he walked
briskly along the road, he heard behind him, the noise of
some vehicle, approaching at a furious pace. Looking round,
he saw that it was a post-chaise, driven at great speed; and
as the horses were galloping, and the road was narrow, he
stood leaning against a gate until it should have passed
him.
As it dashed on, Oliver caught a glimpse of a man in a
white nitecap, whose face seemed familiar to him, although
his view was so brief that he could not identify the person.
In another second or two, the nightcap was thrust out of
the chaise-window, and a stentorian voice bellowed to the
driver to stop: which he did, as soon as he could pull up
his horses. Then, the nightcap once again appeared: and the
same voice called Oliver by his name.
‘Here!’ cried the voice. ‘Oliver, what’s the news? Miss
Rose! Master O-li-ver!’
‘Is is you, Giles?’ cried Oliver, running up to the chaisedoor.
Giles popped out his nightcap again, preparatory to
making some reply, when he was suddenly pulled back by
a young gentleman who occupied the other corner of the
chaise, and who eagerly demanded what was the news.
‘In a word!’ cried the gentleman, ‘Better or worse?’
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‘Better—much better!’ replied Oliver, hastily.
‘Thank Heaven!’ exclaimed the gentleman. ‘You are
sure?’
‘Quite, sir,’ replied Oliver. ‘The change took place only a
few hours ago; and Mr. Losberne says, that all danger is at
an end.’
The gentleman said not another word, but, opening the
chaise-door, leaped out, and taking Oliver hurriedly by the
arm, led him aside.
‘You are quite certain? There is no possibility of any
mistake on your part, my boy, is there?’ demanded the
gentleman in a tremulous voice. ‘Do not deceive me, by
awakening hopes that are not to be fulfilled.’
‘I would not for the world, sir,’ replied Oliver. ‘Indeed you
may believe me. Mr. Losberne’s words were, that she would
live to bless us all for many years to come. I heard him say
so.’
The tears stood in Oliver’s eyes as he recalled the scene
which was the beginning of so much happiness; and the
gentleman turned his face away, and remained silent, for
some minutes. Oliver thought he heard him sob, more than
once; but he feared to interrupt him by any fresh remark—
for he could well guess what his feelings were—and so stood
apart, feigning to be occupied with his nosegay.
All this time, Mr. Giles, with the white nightcap on, had
been sitting on the steps of the chaise, supporting an elbow on each knee, and wiping his eyes with a blue cotton
pocket-handkerchief dotted with white spots. That the honest fellow had not been feigning emotion, was abundently
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demonstrated by the very red eyes with which he regarded
the young gentleman, when he turned round and addressed
him.
‘I think you had better go on to my mother’s in the chaise,
Giles,’ said he. ‘I would rather walk slowly on, so as to gain a
little time before I see her. You can say I am coming.’
‘I beg your pardon, Mr. Harry,’ said Giles: giving a final
polish to his ruffled countenance with the handkerchief;
‘but if you would leave the postboy to say that, I should be
very much obliged to you. It wouldn’t be proper for the
maids to see me in this state, sir; I should never have any
more authority with them if they did.’
‘Well,’ rejoined Harry Maylie, smiling, ‘you can do as
you like. Let him go on with the luggage, if you wish it, and
do you follow with us. Only first exchange that nightcap for
some more appropriate covering, or we shall be taken for
madmen.’
Mr. Giles, reminded of his unbecoming costume,
snatched off and pocketed his nightcap; and substituted
a hat, of grave and sober shape, which he took out of the
chaise. This done, the postboy drove off; Giles, Mr. Maylie,
and Oliver, followed at their leisure.
As they walked along, Oliver glanced from time to time
with much interest and curiosity at the new comer. He
seemed about five-and-twenty years of age, and was of the
middle height; his countenance was frank and handsome;
and his demeanor easy and prepossessing. Notwithstanding the difference between youth and age, he bore so strong
a likeness to the old lady, that Oliver would have had no
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great difficulty in imagining their relationship, if he had not
already spoken of her as his mother.
Mrs. Maylie was anxiously waiting to receive her son
when he reached the cottage. The meeting did not take
place without great emotion on both sides.
‘Mother!’ whispered the young man; ‘why did you not
write before?’
‘I did,’ replied Mrs. Maylie; ‘but, on reflection, I determined to keep back the letter until I had heard Mr.
Losberne’s opinion.’
‘But why,’ said the young man, ‘why run the chance of
that occurring which so nearly happened? If Rose had—I
cannot utter that word now—if this illness had terminated
differently, how could you ever have forgiven yourself! How
could I ever have know happiness again!’
‘If that HAD been the case, Harry,’ said Mrs. Maylie, ‘I
fear your happiness would have been effectually blighted,
and that your arrival here, a day sooner or a day later, would
have been of very, very little import.’
‘And who can wonder if it be so, mother?’ rejoined the
young man; ‘or why should I say, IF?—It is—it is—you know
it, mother—you must know it!’
‘I know that she deserves the best and purest love the
heart of man can offer,’ said Mrs. Maylie; ‘I know that the
devotion and affection of her nature require no ordinary return, but one that shall be deep and lasting. If I did not feel
this, and know, besides, that a changed behaviour in one
she loved would break her heart, I should not feel my task
so difficult of performance, or have to encounter so many
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struggles in my own bosom, when I take what seems to me
to be the strict line of duty.’
‘This is unkind, mother,’ said Harry. ‘Do you still suppose
that I am a boy ignorant of my own mind, and mistaking
the impulses of my own soul?’
‘I think, my dear son,’ returned Mrs. Maylie, laying
her hand upon his shoulder, ‘that youth has many generous impulses which do not last; and that among them are
some, which, being gratified, become only the more fleeting.
Above all, I think’ said the lady, fixing her eyes on her son’s
face, ‘that if an enthusiastic, ardent, and ambitious man
marry a wife on whose name there is a stain, which, though
it originate in no fault of hers, may be visited by cold and
sordid people upon her, and upon his children also: and, in
exact proportion to his success in the world, be cast in his
teeth, and made the subject of sneers against him: he may,
no matter how generous and good his nature, one day repent of the connection he formed in early life. And she may
have the pain of knowing that he does so.’
‘Mother,’ said the young man, impatiently, ‘he would be a
selfish brute, unworthy alike of the name of man and of the
woman you describe, who acted thus.’
‘You think so now, Harry,’ replied his mother.
‘And ever will!’ said the young man. ‘The mental agony I
have suffered, during the last two days, wrings from me the
avowal to you of a passion which, as you well know, is not
one of yesterday, nor one I have lightly formed. On Rose,
sweet, gentle girl! my heart is set, as firmly as ever heart
of man was set on woman. I have no thought, no view, no
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hope in life, beyond her; and if you oppose me in this great
stake, you take my peace and happiness in your hands, and
cast them to the wind. Mother, think better of this, and of
me, and do not disregard the happiness of which you seem
to think so little.’
‘Harry,’ said Mrs. Maylie, ‘it is because I think so much
of warm and sensitive hearts, that I would spare them from
being wounded.
But we have said enough, and more than enough, on this
matter, just now.’
‘Let it rest with Rose, then,’ interposed Harry. ‘You will
not press these overstrained opinions of yours, so far, as to
throw any obstacle in my way?’
‘I will not,’ rejoined Mrs. Maylie; ‘but I would have you
consider—‘
‘I HAVE considered!’ was the impatient reply; ‘Mother,
I have considered, years and years. I have considered, ever
since I have been capable of serious reflection. My feelings
remain unchanged, as they ever will; and why should I suffer the pain of a delay in giving them vent, which can be
productive of no earthly good? No! Before I leave this place,
Rose shall hear me.’
‘She shall,’ said Mrs. Maylie.
‘There is something in your manner, which would almost
imply that she will hear me coldly, mother,’ said the young
man.
‘Not coldly,’ rejoined the old lady; ‘far from it.’
‘How then?’ urged the young man. ‘She has formed no
other attachment?’
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‘No, indeed,’ replied his mother; ‘you have, or I mistake,
too strong a hold on her affections already. What I would
say,’ resumed the old lady, stopping her son as he was about
to speak, ‘is this. Before you stake your all on this chance;
before you suffer yourself to be carried to the highest point
of hope; reflect for a few moments, my dear child, on Rose’s
history, and consider what effect the knowledge of her
doubtful birth may have on her decision: devoted as she is
to us, with all the intensity of her noble mind, and with that
perfect sacrifice of self which, in all matters, great or trifling, has always been her characteristic.’
‘What do you mean?’
‘That I leave you to discover,’ replied Mrs. Maylie. ‘I must
go back to her. God bless you!’
‘I shall see you again to-night?’ said the young man, eagerly.
‘By and by,’ replied the lady; ‘when I leave Rose.’
‘You will tell her I am here?’ said Harry.
‘Of course,’ replied Mrs. Maylie.
‘And say how anxious I have been, and how much I have
suffered, and how I long to see her. You will not refuse to do
this, mother?’
‘No,’ said the old lady; ‘I will tell her all.’ And pressing her
son’s hand, affectionately, she hastened from the room.
Mr. Losberne and Oliver had remained at another end of
the apartment while this hurried conversation was proceeding. The former now held out his hand to Harry Maylie; and
hearty salutations were exchanged between them. The doctor then communicated, in reply to multifarious questions
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from his young friend, a precise account of his patient’s situation; which was quite as consolatory and full of promise,
as Oliver’s statement had encouraged him to hope; and to
the whole of which, Mr. Giles, who affected to be busy about
the luggage, listened with greedy ears.
‘Have you shot anything particular, lately, Giles?’ inquired the doctor, when he had concluded.
‘Nothing particular, sir,’ replied Mr. Giles, colouring up
to the eyes.
‘Nor catching any thieves, nor identifying any housebreakers?’ said the doctor.
‘None at all, sir,’ replied Mr. Giles, with much gravity.
‘Well,’ said the doctor, ‘I am sorry to hear it, because you
do that sort of thing admirably. Pray, how is Brittles?’
‘The boy is very well, sir,’ said Mr. Giles, recovering his
usual tone of patronage; ‘and sends his respectful duty, sir.’
‘That’s well,’ said the doctor. ‘Seeing you here, reminds
me, Mr. Giles, that on the day before that on which I was
called away so hurriedly, I executed, at the request of your
good mistress, a small commission in your favour. Just step
into this corner a moment, will you?’
Mr. Giles walked into the corner with much importance,
and some wonder, and was honoured with a short whispering conference with the doctor, on the termination of
which, he made a great many bows, and retired with steps
of unusual stateliness. The subject matter of this conference
was not disclosed in the parlour, but the kitchen was speedily enlightened concerning it; for Mr. Giles walked straight
thither, and having called for a mug of ale, announced, with
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an air of majesty, which was highly effective, that it had
pleased his mistress, in consideration of his gallant behaviour on the occasion of that attempted robbery, to depost, in
the local savings-bank, the sum of five-and-twenty pounds,
for his sole use and benefit. At this, the two women-servants lifted up their hands and eyes, and supposed that Mr.
Giles, pulling out his shirt-frill, replied, ‘No, no’; and that
if they observed that he was at all haughty to his inferiors,
he would thank them to tell him so. And then he made a
great many other remarks, no less illustrative of his humility, which were received with equal favour and applause, and
were, withal, as original and as much to the purpose, as the
remarks of great men commonly are.
Above stairs, the remainder of the evening passed cheerfully away; for the doctor was in high spirits; and however
fatigued or thoughtful Harry Maylie might have been at first,
he was not proof against the worthy gentleman’s good humour, which displayed itself in a great variety of sallies and
professional recollections, and an abundance of small jokes,
which struck Oliver as being the drollest things he had ever
heard, and caused him to laugh proportionately; to the evident satisfaction of the doctor, who laughed immoderately
at himself, and made Harry laugh almost as heartily, by the
very force of sympathy. So, they were as pleasant a party as,
under the circumstances, they could well have been; and it
was late before they retired, with light and thankful hearts,
to take that rest of which, after the doubt and suspense they
had recently undergone, they stood much in need.
Oliver rose next morning, in better heart, and went about
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his usual occupations, with more hope and pleasure than
he had known for many days. The birds were once more
hung out, to sing, in their old places; and the sweetest wild
flowers that could be found, were once more gathered to
gladden Rose with their beauty. The melancholy which had
seemed to the sad eyes of the anxious boy to hang, for days
past, over every object, beautiful as all were, was dispelled
by magic. The dew seemed to sparkle more brightly on the
green leaves; the air to rustle among them with a sweeter
music; and the sky itself to look more blue and bright. Such
is the influence which the condition of our own thoughts,
exercise, even over the appearance of external objects. Men
who look on nature, and their fellow-men, and cry that all
is dark and gloomy, are in the right; but the sombre colours
are reflections from their own jaundiced eyes and hearts.
The real hues are delicate, and need a clearer vision.
It is worthy of remark, and Oliver did not fail to note
it at the time, that his morning expeditions were no longer made alone. Harry Maylie, after the very first morning
when he met Oliver coming laden home, was seized with
such a passion for flowers, and displayed such a taste in
their arrangement, as left his young companion far behind.
If Oliver were behindhand in these respects, he knew where
the best were to be found; and morning after morning they
scoured the country together, and brought home the fairest
that blossomed. The window of the young lady’s chamber was opened now; for she loved to feel the rich summer
air stream in, and revive her with its freshness; but there
always stood in water, just inside the lattice, one particu396
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lar little bunch, which was made up with great care, every
morning. Oliver could not help noticing that the withered
flowers were never thrown away, although the little vase
was regularly replenished; nor, could he help observing,
that whenever the doctor came into the garden, he invariably cast his eyes up to that particular corner, and nodded
his head most expressively, as he set forth on his morning’s
walk. Pending these observations, the days were flying by;
and Rose was rapidly recovering.
Nor did Oliver’s time hang heavy on his hands, although
the young lady had not yet left her chamber, and there were
no evening walks, save now and then, for a short distance,
with Mrs. Maylie.
He applied himself, with redoubled assiduity, to the instructions of the white-headed old gentleman, and laboured
so hard that his quick progress surprised even himself. It
was while he was engaged in this pursuit, that he was greatly startled and distressed by a most unexpected occurence.
The little room in which he was accustomed to sit, when
busy at his books, was on the ground-floor, at the back of the
house. It was quite a cottage-room, with a lattice-window:
around which were clusters of jessamine and honeysuckle,
that crept over the casement, and filled the place with their
delicious perfume. It looked into a garden, whence a wicket-gate opened into a small paddock; all beyond, was fine
meadow-land and wood. There was no other dwelling near,
in that direction; and the prospect it commanded was very
extensive.
One beautiful evening, when the first shades of twilight
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were beginning to settle upon the earth, Oliver sat at this
window, intent upon his books. He had been poring over
them for some time; and, as the day had been uncommonly
sultry, and he had exerted himself a great deal, it it no disparagement to the authors, whoever they may have been, to
say, that gradually and by slow degrees, he fell asleep.
There is a kind of sleep that steals upon us sometimes,
which, while it holds the body prisoner, does not free the
mind from a sense of things about it, and enable it to ramble at its pleasure. So far as an overpowering heaviness, a
prostration of strength, and an utter inability to control
our thoughts or power of motion, can be called sleep, this
is it; and yet, we have a consciousness of all that is going on
about us, and, if we dream at such a time, words which are
really spoken, or sounds which really exist at the moment,
accommodate themselves with surprising readiness to our
visions, until reality and imagination become so strangely
blended that it is afterwards almost matter of impossibility
to separate the two. Nor is this, the most striking phenomenon indcidental to such a state. It is an undoubted fact,
that although our senses of touch and sight be for the time
dead, yet our sleeping thoughts, and the visionary scenes
that pass before us, will be influenced and materially influenced, by the MERE SILENT PRESENCE of some external
object; which may not have been near us when we closed
our eyes: and of whose vicinity we have had no waking consciousness.
Oliver knew, perfectly well, that he was in his own little
room; that his books were lying on the table before him; that
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the sweet air was stirring among the creeping plants outside. And yet he was asleep. Suddenly, the scene changed;
the air became close and confined; and he thought, with a
glow of terror, that he was in the Jew’s house again. There
sat the hideous old man, in his accustomed corner, pointing at him, and whispering to another man, with his face
averted, who sat beside him.
‘Hush, my dear!’ he thought he heard the Jew say; ‘it is he,
sure enough. Come away.’
‘He!’ the other man seemed to answer; ‘could I mistake
him, think you? If a crowd of ghosts were to put themselves
into his exact shape, and he stood amongst them, there is
something that would tell me how to point him out. If you
buried him fifty feet deep, and took me across his grave, I
fancy I should know, if there wasn’t a mark above it, that he
lay buried there?’
The man seemed to say this, with such dreadful hatred,
that Oliver awoke with the fear, and started up.
Good Heaven! what was that, which sent the blood tingling to his heart, and deprived him of his voice, and of
power to move! There—there—at the window—close before him—so close, that he could have almost touched him
before he started back: with his eyes peering into the room,
and meeting his: there stood the Jew! And beside him, white
with rage or fear, or both, were the scowling features of the
man who had accosted him in the inn-yard.
It was but an instant, a glance, a flash, before his eyes;
and they were gone. But they had recognised him, and
he them; and their look was as firmly impressed upon his
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memory, as if it had been deeply carved in stone, and set before him from his birth. He stood transfixed for a moment;
then, leaping from the window into the garden, called loudly for help.
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CHAPTER XXXV
CONTAINING THE
UNSATISFACTORY RESULT
OF OLIVER’S ADVENTURE;
AND A CONVERSATION
OF SOME IMPORTANCE
BETWEEN HARRY
MAYLIE AND ROSE

W

hen the inmates of the house, attracted by Oliver’s
cries, hurried to the spot from which they proceeded,
they found him, pale and agitated, pointing in the direction
of the meadows behind the house, and scarcely able to articulate the words, ‘The Jew! the Jew!’
Mr. Giles was at a loss to comprehend what this outcry
meant; but Harry Maylie, whose perceptions were something quicker, and who had heard Oliver’s history from his
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mother, understood it at once.
‘What direction did he take?’ he asked, catching up a
heavy stick which was standing in a corner.
‘That,’ replied Oliver, pointing out the course the man
had taken; ‘I missed them in an instant.’
‘Then, they are in the ditch!’ said Harry. ‘Follow! And
keep as near me, as you can.’ So saying, he sprang over the
hedge, and darted off with a speed which rendered it matter
of exceeding difficulty for the others to keep near him.
Giles followed as well as he could; and Oliver followed
too; and in the course of a minute or two, Mr. Losberne,
who had been out walking, and just then returned, tumbled over the hedge after them, and picking himself up
with more agility than he could have been supposed to possess, struck into the same course at no contemptible speed,
shouting all the while, most prodigiously, to know what was
the matter.
On they all went; nor stopped they once to breathe, until
the leader, striking off into an angle of the field indicated by
Oliver, began to search, narrowly, the ditch and hedge adjoining; which afforded time for the remainder of the party
to come up; and for Oliver to communicate to Mr. Losberne
the circumstances that had led to so vigorous a pursuit.
The search was all in vain. There were not even the traces of recent footsteps, to be seen. They stood now, on the
summit of a little hill, commanding the open fields in every
direction for three or four miles. There was the village in the
hollow on the left; but, in order to gain that, after pursuing
the track Oliver had pointed out, the men must have made a
402

Oliver Twist

circuit of open ground, which it was impossible they could
have accomplished in so short a time. A thick wood skirted
the meadow-land in another direction; but they could not
have gained that covert for the same reason.
‘It must have been a dream, Oliver,’ said Harry Maylie.
‘Oh no, indeed, sir,’ replied Oliver, shuddering at the very
recollection of the old wretch’s countenance; ‘I saw him
too plainly for that. I saw them both, as plainly as I see you
now.’
‘Who was the other?’ inquired Harry and Mr. Losberne,
together.
‘The very same man I told you of, who came so suddenly
upon me at the inn,’ said Oliver. ‘We had our eyes fixed full
upon each other; and I could swear to him.’
‘They took this way?’ demanded Harry: ‘are you sure?’
‘As I am that the men were at the window,’ replied Oliver,
pointing down, as he spoke, to the hedge which divided the
cottage-garden from the meadow. ‘The tall man leaped over,
just there; and the Jew, running a few paces to the right,
crept through that gap.’
The two gentlemen watched Oliver’s earnest face, as he
spoke, and looking from him to each other, seemed to fell
satisfied of the accuracy of what he said. Still, in no direction were there any appearances of the trampling of men
in hurried flight. The grass was long; but it was trodden
down nowhere, save where their own feet had crushed it.
The sides and brinks of the ditches were of damp clay; but
in no one place could they discern the print of men’s shoes,
or the slightest mark which would indicate that any feet had
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pressed the ground for hours before.
‘This is strange!’ said Harry.
‘Strange?’ echoed the doctor. ‘Blathers and Duff, themselves, could make nothing of it.’
Notwithstanding the evidently useless nature of their
search, they did not desist until the coming on of night
rendered its further prosecution hopeless; and even then,
they gave it up with reluctance. Giles was dispatched to the
different ale-houses in the village, furnished with the best
description Oliver could give of the appearance and dress
of the strangers. Of these, the Jew was, at all events, sufficiently remarkable to be remembered, supposing he had
been seen drinking, or loitering about; but Giles returned
without any intelligence, calculated to dispel or lessen the
mystery.
On the next day, fresh search was made, and the inquiries
renewed; but with no better success. On the day following,
Oliver and Mr. Maylie repaired to the market-town, in the
hope of seeing or hearing something of the men there; but
this effort was equally fruitless. After a few days, the affair
began to be forgotten, as most affairs are, when wonder,
having no fresh food to support it, dies away of itself.
Meanwhile, Rose was rapidly recovering. She had left her
room: was able to go out; and mixing once more with the
family, carried joy into the hearts of all.
But, although this happy change had a visible effect on
the little circle; and although cheerful voices and merry
laughter were once more heard in the cottage; there was at
times, an unwonted restraint upon some there: even upon
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Rose herself: which Oliver could not fail to remark. Mrs.
Maylie and her son were often closeted together for a long
time; and more than once Rose appeared with traces of
tears upon her face. After Mr. Losberne had fixed a day for
his departure to Chertsey, these symptoms increased; and
it became evident that something was in progress which affected the peace of the young lady, and of somebody else
besides.
At length, one morning, when Rose was alone in the
breakfast-parlour, Harry Maylie entered; and, with some
hesitation, begged permission to speak with her for a few
moments.
‘A few—a very few—will suffice, Rose,’ said the young
man, drawing his chair towards her. ‘What I shall have to
say, has already presented itself to your mind; the most cherished hopes of my heart are not unknown to you, though
from my lips you have not heard them stated.’
Rose had been very pale from the moment of his entrance; but that might have been the effect of her recent
illness. She merely bowed; and bending over some plants
that stood near, waited in silence for him to proceed.
‘I—I—ought to have left here, before,’ said Harry.
‘You should, indeed,’ replied Rose. ‘Forgive me for saying
so, but I wish you had.’
‘I was brought here, by the most dreadful and agonising
of all apprehensions,’ said the young man; ‘the fear of losing
the one dear being on whom my every wish and hope are
fixed. You had been dying; trembling between earth and
heaven. We know that when the young, the beautiful, and
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good, are visited with sickness, their pure spirits insensibly turn towards their bright home of lasting rest; we know,
Heaven help us! that the best and fairest of our kind, too often fade in blooming.’
There were tears in the eyes of the gentle girl, as these
words were spoken; and when one fell upon the flower over
which she bent, and glistened brightly in its cup, making it
more beautiful, it seemed as though the outpouring of her
fresh young heart, claimed kindred naturally, with the loveliest things in nature.
‘A creature,’ continued the young man, passionately, ‘a
creature as fair and innocent of guile as one of God’s own
angels, fluttered between life and death. Oh! who could
hope, when the distant world to which she was akin, half
opened to her view, that she would return to the sorrow and
calamity of this! Rose, Rose, to know that you were passing
away like some soft shadow, which a light from above, casts
upon the earth; to have no hope that you would be spared
to those who linger here; hardly to know a reason why you
should be; to feel that you belonged to that bright sphere
whither so many of the fairest and the best have winged
their early flight; and yet to pray, amid all these consolations,
that you might be restored to those who loved you—these
were distractions almost too great to bear. They were mine,
by day and night; and with them, came such a rushing torrent of fears, and apprehensions, and selfish regrets, lest you
should die, and never know how devotedly I loved you, as
almost bore down sense and reason in its course. You recovered. Day by day, and almost hour by hour, some drop
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of health came back, and mingling with the spent and feeble stream of life which circulated languidly within you,
swelled it again to a high and rushing tide. I have watched
you change almost from death, to life, with eyes that turned
blind with their eagerness and deep affection. Do not tell
me that you wish I had lost this; for it has softened my heart
to all mankind.’
‘I did not mean that,’ said Rose, weeping; ‘I only wish you
had left here, that you might have turned to high and noble
pursuits again; to pursuits well worthy of you.’
‘There is no pursuit more worthy of me: more worthy
of the highest nature that exists: than the struggle to win
such a heart as yours,’ said the young man, taking her hand.
‘Rose, my own dear Rose! For years—for years—I have loved
you; hoping to win my way to fame, and then come proudly
home and tell you it had been pursued only for you to share;
thinking, in my daydreams, how I would remind you, in
that happy moment, of the many silent tokens I had given of
a boy’s attachment, and claim your hand, as in redemption
of some old mute contract that had been sealed between us!
That time has not arrived; but here, with not fame won, and
no young vision realised, I offer you the heart so long your
own, and stake my all upon the words with which you greet
the offer.’
‘Your behaviour has ever been kind and noble.’ said Rose,
mastering the emotions by which she was agitated. ‘As you
believe that I am not insensible or ungrateful, so hear my
answer.’
‘It is, that I may endeavour to deserve you; it is, dear
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Rose?’
‘It is,’ replied Rose, ‘that you must endeavour to forget
me; not as your old and dearly-attached companion, for
that would wound me deeply; but, as the object of your love.
Look into the world; think how many hearts you would be
proud to gain, are there. Confide some other passion to me,
if you will; I will be the truest, warmest, and most faithful
friend you have.’
There was a pause, during which, Rose, who had covered
her face with one hand, gave free vent to her tears. Harry
still retained the other.
‘And your reasons, Rose,’ he said, at length, in a low voice;
‘your reasons for this decision?’
‘You have a right to know them,’ rejoined Rose. ‘You can
say nothing to alter my resolution. It is a duty that I must
perform. I owe it, alike to others, and to myself.’
‘To yourself?’
‘Yes, Harry. I owe it to myself, that I, a friendless, portionless, girl, with a blight upon my name, should not give
your friends reason to suspect that I had sordidly yielded to
your first passion, and fastened myself, a clog, on all your
hopes and projects. I owe it to you and yours, to prevent you
from opposing, in the warmth of your generous nature, this
great obstacle to your progress in the world.’
‘If your inclinations chime with your sense of duty—‘
Harry began.
‘They do not,’ replied Rose, colouring deeply.
‘Then you return my love?’ said Harry. ‘Say but that, dear
Rose; say but that; and soften the bitterness of this hard dis408
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appointment!’
‘If I could have done so, without doing heavy wrong to
him I loved,’ rejoined Rose, ‘I could have—‘
‘Have received this declaration very differently?’ said
Harry. ‘Do not conceal that from me, at least, Rose.’
‘I could,’ said Rose. ‘Stay!’ she added, disengaging her
hand, ‘why should we prolong this painful interview? Most
painful to me, and yet productive of lasting happiness, notwithstanding; for it WILL be happiness to know that I once
held the high place in your regard which I now occupy, and
every triumph you achieve in life will animate me with new
fortitude and firmness. Farewell, Harry! As we have met today, we meet no more; but in other relations than those in
which this conversation have placed us, we may be long and
happily entwined; and may every blessing that the prayers
of a true and earnest heart can call down from the source of
all truth and sincerity, cheer and prosper you!’
‘Another word, Rose,’ said Harry. ‘Your reason in your
own words. From your own lips, let me hear it!’
‘The prospect before you,’ answered Rose, firmly, ‘is a
brilliant one. All the honours to which great talents and
powerful connections can help men in public life, are in
store for you. But those connections are proud; and I will
neither mingle with such as may hold in scorn the mother
who gave me life; nor bring disgrace or failure on the son of
her who has so well supplied that mother’s place. In a word,’
said the young lady, turning away, as her temporary firmness forsook her, ‘there is a stain upon my name, which the
world visits on innocent heads. I will carry it into no blood
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but my own; and the reproach shall rest alone on me.’
‘One word more, Rose. Dearest Rose! one more!’ cried
Harry, throwing himself before her. ‘If I had been less—less
fortunate, the world would call it—if some obscure and
peaceful life had been my destiny—if I had been poor, sick,
helpless—would you have turned from me then? Or has
my probable advancement to riches and honour, given this
scruple birth?’
‘Do not press me to reply,’ answered Rose. ‘The question
does not arise, and never will. It is unfair, almost unkind,
to urge it.’
‘If your answer be what I almost dare to hope it is,’ retorted Harry, ‘it will shed a gleam of happiness upon my lonely
way, and light the path before me. It is not an idle thing to
do so much, by the utterance of a few brief words, for one
who loves you beyond all else. Oh, Rose: in the name of my
ardent and enduring attachment; in the name of all I have
suffered for you, and all you doom me to undergo; answer
me this one question!’
‘Then, if your lot had been differently cast,’ rejoined Rose;
‘if you had been even a little, but not so far, above me; if I
could have been a help and comfort to you in any humble
scene of peace and retirement, and not a blot and drawback
in ambitious and distinguished crowds; I should have been
spared this trial. I have every reason to be happy, very happy,
now; but then, Harry, I own I should have been happier.’
Busy recollections of old hopes, cherished as a girl, long
ago, crowded into the mind of Rose, while making this
avowal; but they brought tears with them, as old hopes will
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when they come back withered; and they relieved her.
‘I cannot help this weakness, and it makes my purpose
stronger,’ said Rose, extending her hand. ‘I must leave you
now, indeed.’
‘I ask one promise,’ said Harry. ‘Once, and only once
more,—say within a year, but it may be much sooner,—I
may speak to you again on this subject, for the last time.’
‘Not to press me to alter my right determination,’ replied
Rose, with a melancholy smile; ‘it will be useless.’
‘No,’ said Harry; ‘to hear you repeat it, if you will—finally
repeat it! I will lay at your feet, whatever of station of fortune I may possess; and if you still adhere to your present
resolution, will not seek, by word or act, to change it.’
‘Then let it be so,’ rejoined Rose; ‘it is but one pang the
more, and by that time I may be enabled to bear it better.’
She extended her hand again. But the young man caught
her to his bosom; and imprinting one kiss on her beautiful
forehead, hurried from the room.
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CHAPTER XXXVI
IS A VERY SHORT ONE, AND
MAY APPEAR OF NO GREAT
IMPORTANCE IN ITS PLACE,
BUT IT SHOULD BE READ
NOTWITHSTANDING, AS
A SEQUEL TO THE LAST,
AND A KEY TO ONE THAT
WILL FOLLOW WHEN
ITS TIME ARRIVES

‘A

nd so you are resolved to be my travelling companion
this morning; eh?’ said the doctor, as Harry Maylie
joined him and Oliver at the breakfast-table. ‘Why, you are
not in the same mind or intention two half-hours together!’
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‘You will tell me a different tale one of these days,’ said
Harry, colouring without any perceptible reason.
‘I hope I may have good cause to do so,’ replied Mr. Losberne; ‘though I confess I don’t think I shall. But yesterday
morning you had made up your mind, in a great hurry, to
stay here, and to accompany your mother, like a dutiful
son, to the sea-side. Before noon, you announce that you
are going to do me the honour of accompanying me as far
as I go, on your road to London. And at night, you urge
me, with great mystery, to start before the ladies are stirring; the consequence of which is, that young Oliver here is
pinned down to his breakfast when he ought to be ranging
the meadows after botanical phenomena of all kinds. Too
bad, isn’t it, Oliver?’
‘I should have been very sorry not to have been at home
when you and Mr. Maylie went away, sir,’ rejoined Oliver.
‘That’s a fine fellow,’ said the doctor; ‘you shall come and
see me when you return. But, to speak seriously, Harry; has
any communication from the great nobs produced this sudden anxiety on your part to be gone?’
‘The great nobs,’ replied Harry, ‘under which designation, I presume, you include my most stately uncle, have not
communicated with me at all, since I have been here; nor,
at this time of the year, is it likely that anything would occur to render necessary my immediate attendance among
them.’
‘Well,’ said the doctor, ‘you are a queer fellow. But of
course they will get you into parliament at the election before Christmas, and these sudden shiftings and changes are
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no bad preparation for political life. There’s something in
that. Good training is always desirable, whether the race be
for place, cup, or sweepstakes.’
Harry Maylie looked as if he could have followed up this
short dialogue by one or two remarks that would have staggered the doctor not a little; but he contented himself with
saying, ‘We shall see,’ and pursued the subject no farther.
The post-chaise drove up to the door shortly afterwards;
and Giles coming in for the luggage, the good doctor bustled out, to see it packed.
‘Oliver,’ said Harry Maylie, in a low voice, ‘let me speak
a word with you.’
Oliver walked into the window-recess to which Mr.
Maylie beckoned him; much surprised at the mixture of
sadness and boisterous spirits, which his whole behaviour
displayed.
‘You can write well now?’ said Harry, laying his hand
upon his arm.
‘I hope so, sir,’ replied Oliver.
‘I shall not be at home again, perhaps for some time; I
wish you would write to me—say once a fort-night: every alternate Monday: to the General Post Office in London. Will
you?’
‘Oh! certainly, sir; I shall be proud to do it,’ exclaimed
Oliver, greatly delighted with the commission.
‘I should like to know how—how my mother and Miss
Maylie are,’ said the young man; ‘and you can fill up a sheet
by telling me what walks you take, and what you talk about,
and whether she—they, I mean—seem happy and quite
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well. You understand me?’
‘Oh! quite, sir, quite,’ replied Oliver.
‘I would rather you did not mention it to them,’ said
Harry, hurrying over his words; ‘because it might make my
mother anxious to write to me oftener, and it is a trouble
and worry to her. Let is be a secret between you and me; and
mind you tell me everything! I depend upon you.’
Oliver, quite elated and honoured by a sense of his importance, faithfully promised to be secret and explicit in his
communications. Mr. Maylie took leave of him, with many
assurances of his regard and protection.
The doctor was in the chaise; Giles (who, it had been arranged, should be left behind) held the door open in his
hand; and the women-servants were in the garden, looking
on. Harry cast one slight glance at the latticed window, and
jumped into the carriage.
‘Drive on!’ he cried, ‘hard, fast, full gallop! Nothing short
of flying will keep pace with me, to-day.’
‘Halloa!’ cried the doctor, letting down the front glass
in a great hurry, and shouting to the postillion; ‘something
very short of flyng will keep pace with me. Do you hear?’
Jingling and clattering, till distance rendered its noise
inaudible, and its rapid progress only perceptible to the eye,
the vehicle wound its way along the road, almost hidden in
a cloud of dust: now wholly disappearing, and now becoming visible again, as intervening objects, or the intricacies
of the way, permitted. It was not until even the dusty cloud
was no longer to be seen, that the gazers dispersed.
And there was one looker-on, who remained with eyes
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

415

fixed upon the spot where the carriage had disappeared,
long after it was many miles away; for, behind the white
curtain which had shrouded her from view when Harry
raised his eyes towards the window, sat Rose herself.
‘He seems in high spirits and happy,’ she said, at length.
‘I feared for a time he might be otherwise. I was mistaken. I
am very, very glad.’
Tears are signs of gladness as well as grief; but those
which coursed down Rose’s face, as she sat pensively at the
window, still gazing in the same direction, seemed to tell
more of sorrow than of joy.
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CHAPTER XXXVII
IN WHICH THE
READER MAY PERCEIVE
A CONTRAST, NOT
UNCOMMON IN
MATRIMONIAL CASES

M

r. Bumble sat in the workhouse parlour, with his eyes
moodily fixed on the cheerless grate, whence, as it was
summer time, no brighter gleam proceeded, than the reflection of certain sickly rays of the sun, which were sent back
from its cold and shining surface. A paper fly-cage dangled
from the ceiling, to which he occasionally raised his eyes in
gloomy thought; and, as the heedless insects hovered round
the gaudy net-work, Mr. Bumble would heave a deep sigh,
while a more gloomy shadow overspread his countenance.
Mr. Bumble was meditating; it might be that the insects
brought to mind, some painful passage in his own past life.
Nor was Mr. Bumble’s gloom the only thing calculated
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to awaken a pleasing melancholy in the bosom of a spectator. There were not wanting other appearances, and those
closely connected with his own person, which announced
that a great change had taken place in the position of his affairs. The laced coat, and the cocked hat; where were they?
He still wore knee-breeches, and dark cotton stockings on
his nether limbs; but they were not THE breeches. The coat
was wide-skirted; and in that respect like THE coat, but,
oh how different! The mighty cocked hat was replaced by a
modest round one. Mr. Bumble was no longer a beadle.
There are some promotions in life, which, independent
of the more substantial rewards they offer, require peculiar
value and dignity from the coats and waistcoats connected
with them. A field-marshal has his uniform; a bishop his
silk apron; a counsellor his silk gown; a beadle his cocked
hat. Strip the bishop of his apron, or the beadle of his hat
and lace; what are they? Men. Mere men. Dignity, and even
holiness too, sometimes, are more questions of coat and
waistcoat than some people imagine.
Mr. Bumle had married Mrs. Corney, and was master of
the workhouse. Another beadle had come into power. On
him the cocked hat, gold-laced coat, and staff, had all three
descended.
‘And to-morrow two months it was done!’ said Mr. Bumble, with a sigh. ‘It seems a age.’
Mr. Bumble might have meant that he had concentrated
a whole existence of happiness into the short space of eight
weeks; but the sigh—there was a vast deal of meaning in
the sigh.
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‘I sold myself,’ said Mr. Bumble, pursuing the same train
of relection, ‘for six teaspoons, a pair of sugar-tongs, and a
milk-pot; with a small quantity of second-hand furniture,
and twenty pound in money. I went very reasonable. Cheap,
dirt cheap!’
‘Cheap!’ cried a shrill voice in Mr. Bumble’s ear: ‘you
would have been dear at any price; and dear enough I paid
for you, Lord above knows that!’
Mr. Bumble turned, and encountered the face of his interesting consort, who, imperfectly comprehending the few
words she had overheard of his complaint, had hazarded
the foregoing remark at a venture.
‘Mrs. Bumble, ma’am!’ said Mr. Bumble, with a sentimental sternness.
‘Well!’ cried the lady.
‘Have the goodness to look at me,’ said Mr. Bumble, fixing his eyes upon her. (If she stands such a eye as that,’ said
Mr. Bumble to himself, ‘she can stand anything. It is a eye
I never knew to fail with paupers. If it fails with her, my
power is gone.’)
Whether an exceedingly small expansion of eye be sufficient to quell paupers, who, being lightly fed, are in no
very high condition; or whether the late Mrs. Corney was
particularly proof against eagle glances; are matters of
opinion. The matter of fact, is, that the matron was in no
way overpowered by Mr. Bumble’s scowl, but, on the contrary, treated it with great disdain, and even raised a laugh
threreat, which sounded as though it were genuine.
On hearing this most unexpected sound, Mr. Bumble
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looked, first incredulous, and afterwards amazed. He then
relapsed into his former state; nor did he rouse himself until
his attention was again awakened by the voice of his partner.
‘Are you going to sit snoring there, all day?’ inquired Mrs.
Bumble.
‘I am going to sit here, as long as I think proper, ma’am,’
rejoined Mr. Bumble; ‘and although I was NOT snoring,
I shall snore, gape, sneeze, laugh, or cry, as the humour
strikes me; such being my prerogative.’
‘Your PREROGATIVE!’ sneered Mrs. Bumble, with ineffable contempt.
‘I said the word, ma’am,’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘The prerogative of a man is to command.’
‘And what’s the prerogative of a woman, in the name of
Goodness?’ cried the relict of Mr. Corney deceased.
‘To obey, ma’am,’ thundered Mr. Bumble. ‘Your late unfortunate husband should have taught it you; and then,
perhaps, he might have been alive now. I wish he was, poor
man!’
Mrs. Bumble, seeing at a glance, that the decisive moment had now arrived, and that a blow struck for the
mastership on one side or other, must necessarily be final
and conclusive, no sooner heard this allusion to the dead
and gone, than she dropped into a chair, and with a loud
scream that Mr. Bumble was a hard-hearted brute, fell into
a paroxysm of tears.
But, tears were not the things to find their way to Mr.
Bumble’s soul; his heart was waterproof. Like washable bea420
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ver hats that improve with rain, his nerves were rendered
stouter and more vigorous, by showers of tears, which, being tokens of weakness, and so far tacit admissions of his
own power, please and exalted him. He eyed his good lady
with looks of great satisfaction, and begged, in an encouraging manner, that she should cry her hardest: the exercise
being looked upon, by the faculty, as stronly conducive to
health.
‘It opens the lungs, washes the countenance, exercises
the eyes, and softens down the temper,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘So cry away.’
As he discharged himself of this pleasantry, Mr. Bumble
took his hat from a peg, and putting it on, rather rakishly,
on one side, as a man might, who felt he had asserted his superiority in a becoming manner, thrust his hands into his
pockets, and sauntered towards the door, with much ease
and waggishness depicted in his whole appearance.
Now, Mrs. Corney that was, had tried the tears, because
they were less troublesome than a manual assault; but, she
was quite prepared to make trial of the latter mode of proceeding, as Mr. Bumble was not long in discovering.
The first proof he experienced of the fact, was conveyed
in a hollow sound, immediately succeeded by the sudden
flying off of his hat to the opposite end of the room. This
preliminary proceeding laying bare his head, the expert
lady, clasping him tightly round the throat with one hand,
inflicted a shower of blows (dealt with singular vigour and
dexterity) upon it with the other. This done, she created a
little variety by scratching his face, and tearing his hair;
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and, having, by this time, inflicted as much punishment as
she deemed necessary for the offence, she pushed him over
a chair, which was luckily well situated for the purpose: and
defied him to talk about his prerogative again, if he dared.
‘Get up!’ said Mrs. Bumble, in a voice of command. ‘And
take yourself away from here, unless you want me to do
something desperate.’
Mr. Bumble rose with a very rueful countenance: wondering much what something desperate might be. Picking
up his hat, he looked towards the door.
‘Are you going?’ demanded Mr. Bumble.
‘Certainly, my dear, certainly,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble,
making a quicker motion towards the door. ‘I didn’t intend
to—I’m going, my dear! You are so very violent, that really
I—‘
At this instant, Mrs. Bumble stepped hastily forward to
replace the carpet, which had been kicked up in the scuffle.
Mr. Bumble immediately darted out of the room, without
bestowing another thought on his unfinished sentence:
leaving the late Mrs. Corney in full possession of the field.
Mr. Bumble was fairly taken by surprise, and fairly beaten. He had a decided propensity for bullying: derived no
inconsiderable pleasure from the exercise of petty cruelty;
and, consequently, was (it is needless to say) a coward. This
is by no means a disparagement to his character; for many
official personages, who are held in high respect and admiration, are the victims of similar infirmities. The remark is
made, indeed, rather in his favour than otherwise, and with
a view of impressing the reader with a just sense of his qual422
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ifications for office.
But, the measure of his degradation was not yet full. After making a tour of the house, and thinking, for the first
time, that the poor-laws really were too hard on people;
and that men who ran away from their wives, leaving them
chargeable to the parish, ought, in justice to be visited with
no punishment at all, but rather rewarded as meritorious
individuals who had suffered much; Mr. Bumble came to
a room where some of the female paupers were usually
employed in washing the parish linen: when the sound of
voices in conversation, now proceeded.
‘Hem!’ said Mr. Bumble, summoning up all his native
dignity. ‘These women at least shall continue to respect the
prerogative. Hallo! hallo there! What do you mean by this
noise, you hussies?’
With these words, Mr. Bumble opened the door, and
walked in with a very fierce and angry manner: which was at
once exchanged for a most humiliated and cowering air, as
his eyes unexpectedly rested on the form of his lady wife.
‘My dear,’ said Mr. Bumble, ‘I didn’t know you were
here.’
‘Didn’t know I was here!’ repeated Mrs. Bumble. ‘What
do YOU do here?’
‘I thought they were talking rather too much to be doing
their work properly, my dear,’ replied Mr. Bumble: glancing distractedly at a couple of old women at the wash-tub,
who were comparing notes of admiration at the workhousemaster’s humility.
‘YOU thought they were talking too much?’ said Mrs.
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Bumble. ‘What business is it of yours?’
‘Why, my dear—‘ urged Mr. Bumble submissively.
‘What business is it of yours?’ demanded Mrs. Bumble,
again.
‘It’s very true, you’re matron here, my dear,’ submitted
Mr. Bumble; ‘but I thought you mightn’t be in the way just
then.’
‘I’ll tell you what, Mr. Bumble,’ returned his lady. ‘We
don’t want any of your interference. You’re a great deal too
fond of poking your nose into things that don’t concern you,
making everybody in the house laugh, the moment your
back is turned, and making yourself look like a fool every
hour in the day. Be off; come!’
Mr. Bumble, seeing with excruciating feelings, the delight of the two old paupers, who were tittering together
most rapturously, hesitated for an instant. Mrs. Bumble,
whose patience brooked no delay, caught up a bowl of soapsuds, and motioning him towards the door, ordered him
instantly to depart, on pain of receiving the contents upon
his portly person.
What could Mr. Bumble do? He looked dejectedly round,
and slunk away; and, as he reached the door, the titterings
of the paupers broke into a shrill chuckle of irrepressible
delight. It wanted but this. He was degraded in their eyes;
he had lost caste and station before the very paupers; he had
fallen from all the height and pomp of beadleship, to the
lowest depth of the most snubbed hen-peckery.
‘All in two months!’ said Mr. Bumble, filled with dismal
thoughts. ‘Two months! No more than two months ago, I
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was not only my own master, but everybody else’s, so far as
the porochial workhouse was concerned, and now!—‘
It was too much. Mr. Bumble boxed the ears of the boy
who opened the gate for him (for he had reached the portal
in his reverie); and walked, distractedly, into the street.
He walked up one street, and down another, until exercise had abated the first passion of his grief; and then the
revulsion of feeling made him thirsty. He passed a great
many public-houses; but, at length paused before one in a
by-way, whose parlour, as he gathered from a hasty peep
over the blinds, was deserted, save by one solitary customer.
It began to rain, heavily, at the moment. This determined
him. Mr. Bumble stepped in; and ordering something to
drink, as he passed the bar, entered the apartment into
which he had looked from the street.
The man who was seated there, was tall and dark, and
wore a large cloak. He had the air of a stranger; and seemed,
by a certain haggardness in his look, as well as by the dusty
soils on his dress, to have travelled some distance. He eyed
Bumble askance, as he entered, but scarcely deigned to nod
his head in acknowledgment of his salutation.
Mr. Bumble had quite dignity enough for two; supposing
even that the stranger had been more familiar: so he drank
his gin-and-water in silence, and read the paper with great
show of pomp and circumstance.
It so happened, however: as it will happen very often,
when men fall into company under such circumstances:
that Mr. Bumble felt, every now and then, a powerful inducement, which he could not resist, to steal a look at the
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stranger: and that whenever he did so, he withdrew his eyes,
in some confusion, to find that the stranger was at that moment stealing a look at him. Mr. Bumble’s awkwardness
was enhanced by the very remarkable expression of the
stranger’s eye, which was keen and bright, but shadowed by
a scowl of distrust and suspicion, unlike anything he had
ever observed before, and repulsive to behold.
When they had encountered each other’s glance several
times in this way, the stranger, in a harsh, deep voice, broke
silence.
‘Were you looking for me,’ he said, ‘when you peered in
at the window?’
‘Not that I am aware of, unless you’re Mr. —‘ Here Mr.
Bumble stopped short; for he was curious to know the
stranger’s name, and thought in his impatience, he might
supply the blank.
‘I see you were not,’ said the stranger; and expression of
quiet sarcasm playing about his mouth; ‘or you have known
my name. You don’t know it. I would recommend you not
to ask for it.’
‘I meant no harm, young man,’ observed Mr. Bumble,
majestically.
‘And have done none,’ said the stranger.
Another silence succeeded this short dialogue: which
was again broken by the stranger.
‘I have seen you before, I think?’ said he. ‘You were differently dressed at that time, and I only passed you in the
street, but I should know you again. You were beadle here,
once; were you not?’
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‘I was,’ said Mr. Bumble, in some surprise; ‘porochial
beadle.’
‘Just so,’ rejoined the other, nodding his head. ‘It was in
that character I saw you. What are you now?’
‘Master of the workhouse,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble, slowly and impressively, to check any undue familiarity the
stranger might otherwise assume. ‘Master of the workhouse, young man!’
‘You have the same eye to your own interest, that you
always had, I doubt not?’ resumed the stranger, looking
keenly into Mr. Bumble’s eyes, as he raised them in astonishment at the question.
‘Don’t scruple to answer freely, man. I know you pretty
well, you see.’
‘I suppose, a married man,’ replied Mr. Bumble, shading
his eyes with his hand, and surveying the stranger, from
head to foot, in evident perplexity, ‘is not more averse to
turning an honest penny when he can, than a single one.
Porochial officers are not so well paid that they can afford
to refuse any little extra fee, when it comes to them in a civil
and proper manner.’
The stranger smiled, and nodded his head again: as much
to say, he had not mistaken his man; then rang the bell.
‘Fill this glass again,’ he said, handing Mr. Bumble’s empty tumbler to the landlord. ‘Let it be strong and hot. You
like it so, I suppose?’
‘Not too strong,’ replied Mr. Bumble, with a delicate
cough.
‘You understand what that means, landlord!’ said the
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stranger, drily.
The host smiled, disappeared, and shortly afterwards
returned with a steaming jorum: of which, the first gulp
brought the water into Mr. Bumble’s eyes.
‘Now listen to me,’ said the stranger, after closing the
door and window. ‘I came down to this place, to-day, to
find you out; and, by one of those chances which the devil
throws in the way of his friends sometimes, you walked into
the very room I was sitting in, while you were uppermost
in my mind. I want some information from you. I don’t ask
you to give it for mothing, slight as it is. Put up that, to begin with.’
As he spoke, he pushed a couple of sovereigns across the
table to his companion, carefully, as though unwilling that
the chinking of money should be heard without. When Mr.
Bumble had scrupulously examined the coins, to see that
they were genuine, and had put them up, with much satisfaction, in his waistcoat-pocket, he went on:
‘Carry your memory back—let me see—twelve years, last
winter.’
‘It’s a long time,’ said Mr. Bumble. ‘Very good. I’ve done
it.’
‘The scene, the workhouse.’
‘Good!’
‘And the time, night.’
‘Yes.’
‘And the place, the crazy hole, wherever it was, in which
miserable drabs brought forth the life and health so often
denied to themselves—gave birth to puling children for the
428

Oliver Twist

parish to rear; and hid their shame, rot ‘em in the grave!’
‘The lying-in room, I suppose?’ said Mr. Bumble, not
quite following the stranger’s excited description.
‘Yes,’ said the stranger. ‘A boy was born there.’
‘A many boys,’ observed Mr. Bumble, shaking his head,
despondingly.
‘A murrain on the young devils!’ cried the stranger; ‘I
speak of one; a meek-looking, pale-faced boy, who was
apprenticed down here, to a coffin-maker—I wish he had
made his coffin, and screwed his body in it—and who afterwards ran away to London, as it was supposed.
‘Why, you mean Oliver! Young Twist!’ said Mr. Bumble;
‘I remember him, of course. There wasn’t a obstinater young
rascal—‘
‘It’s not of him I want to hear; I’ve heard enough of him,’
said the stranger, stopping Mr. Bumble in the outset of a tirade on the subject of poor Oliver’s vices. ‘It’s of a woman;
the hag that nursed his mother. Where is she?’
‘Where is she?’ said Mr. Bumble, whom the gin-and-water had rendered facetious. ‘It would be hard to tell. There’s
no midwifery there, whichever place she’s gone to; so I suppose she’s out of employment, anyway.’
‘What do you mean?’ demanded the stranger, sternly.
‘That she died last winter,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble.
The man looked fixedly at him when he had given this
information, and although he did not withdraw his eyes for
some time afterwards, his gaze gradually became vacant and
abstracted, and he seemed lost in thought. For some time,
he appeared doubtful whether he ought to be relieved or
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disappointed by the intelligence; but at length he breathed
more freely; and withdrawing his eyes, observed that it was
no great matter. With that he rose, as if to depart.
But Mr. Bumble was cunning enough; and he at once saw
that an opportunity was opened, for the lucrative disposal
of some secret in the possession of his better half. He well
remembered the night of old Sally’s death, which the occurrences of that day had given him good reason to recollect,
as the occasion on which he had proposed to Mrs. Corney;
and although that lady had never confided to him the disclosure of which she had been the solitary witness, he had
heard enough to know that it related to something that had
occurred in the old woman’s attendance, as workhouse
nurse, upon the young mother of Oliver Twist. Hastily calling this circumstance to mind, he informed the stranger,
with an air of mystery, that one woman had been closeted
with the old harridan shortly before she died; and that she
could, as he had reason to believe, throw some light on the
subject of his inquiry.
‘How can I find her?’ said the stranger, thrown off his
guard; and plainly showing that all his fears (whatever they
were) were aroused afresh by the intelligence.
‘Only through me,’ rejoined Mr. Bumble.
‘When?’ cried the stranger, hastily.
‘To-morrow,’ rejoined Bumble.
‘At nine in the evening,’ said the stranger, producing a
scrap of paper, and writing down upon it, an obscure address by the water-side, in characters that betrayed his
agitation; ‘at nine in the evening, bring her to me there. I
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needn’t tell you to be secret. It’s your interest.’
With these words, he led the way to the door, after stopping to pay for the liquor that had been drunk. Shortly
remarking that their roads were different, he departed,
without more ceremony than an emphatic repetition of the
hour of appointment for the following night.
On glancing at the address, the parochial functionary
observed that it contained no name. The stranger had not
gone far, so he made after him to ask it.
‘What do you want?’ cried the man. turning quickly
round, as Bumble touched him on the arm. ‘Following me?’
‘Only to ask a question,’ said the other, pointing to the
scrap of paper. ‘What name am I to ask for?’
‘Monks!’ rejoined the man; and strode hastily, away.
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CHAPTER XXXVIII
CONTAINING AN
ACCOUNT OF WHAT
PASSED BETWEEN MR.
AND MRS. BUMBLE, AND
MR. MONKS, AT THEIR
NOCTURNAL INTERVIEW

I

t was a dull, close, overcast summer evening. The clouds,
which had been threatening all day, spread out in a dense
and sluggish mass of vapour, already yielded large drops of
rain, and seemed to presage a violent thunder-storm, when
Mr. and Mrs. Bumble, turning out of the main street of the
town, directed their course towards a scattered little colony of ruinous houses, distant from it some mile and a-half,
or thereabouts, and erected on a low unwholesome swamp,
bordering upon the river.
They were both wrapped in old and shabby outer gar-
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ments, which might, perhaps, serve the double purpose
of protecting their persons from the rain, and sheltering
them from observation. The husband carried a lantern,
from which, however, no light yet shone; and trudged on,
a few paces in front, as though—the way being dirty—to
give his wife the benefit of treading in his heavy footprints.
They went on, in profound silence; every now and then, Mr.
Bumble relaxed his pace, and turned his head as if to make
sure that his helpmate was following; then, discovering that
she was close at his heels, he mended his rate of walking,
and proceeded, at a considerable increase of speed, towards
their place of destination.
This was far from being a place of doubtful character; for
it had long been known as the residence of none but low ruffians, who, under various pretences of living by their labour,
subsisted chiefly on plunder and crime. It was a collection
of mere hovels: some, hastily built with loose bricks: others,
of old worm-eaten ship-timber: jumbled together without
any attempt at order or arrangement, and planted, for the
most part, within a few feet of the river’s bank. A few leaky
boats drawn up on the mud, and made fast to the dwarf wall
which skirted it: and here and there an oar or coil of rope:
appeared, at first, to indicate that the inhabitants of these
miserable cottages pursued some avocation on the river; but
a glance at the shattered and useless condition of the articles thus displayed, would have led a passer-by, without
much difficulty, to the conjecture that they were disposed
there, rather for the preservation of appearances, than with
any view to their being actually employed.
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In the heart of this cluster of huts; and skirting the river, which its upper stories overhung; stood a large building,
formerly used as a manufactory of some kind. It had, in its
day, probably furnished employment to the inhabitants of
the surrounding tenements. But it had long since gone to
ruin. The rat, the worm, and the action of the damp, had
weakened and rotted the piles on which it stood; and a considerable portion of the building had already sunk down
into the water; while the remainder, tottering and bending
over the dark stream, seemed to wait a favourable opportunity of following its old companion, and involving itself in
the same fate.
It was before this ruinous building that the worthy couple
paused, as the first peal of distant thunder reverberated in
the air, and the rain commenced pouring violently down.
‘The place should be somewhere here,’ said Bumble, consulting a scrap of paper he held in his hand.
‘Halloa there!’ cried a voice from above.
Following the sound, Mr. Bumble raised his head and
descried a man looking out of a door, breast-high, on the
second story.
‘Stand still, a minute,’ cried the voice; ‘I’ll be with you
directly.’ With which the head disappeared, and the door
closed.
‘Is that the man?’ asked Mr. Bumble’s good lady.
Mr. Bumble nodded in the affirmative.
‘Then, mind what I told you,’ said the matron: ‘and be
careful to say as little as you can, or you’ll betray us at
once.’
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Mr. Bumble, who had eyed the building with very rueful
looks, was apparently about to express some doubts relative
to the advisability of proceeding any further with the enterprise just then, when he was prevented by the appearance of
Monks: w ho opened a small door, near which they stood,
and beckoned them inwards.
‘Come in!’ he cried impatiently, stamping his foot upon
the ground. ‘Don’t keep me here!’
The woman, who had hesitated at first, walked boldly in, without any other invitation. Mr. Bumble, who was
ashamed or afraid to lag behind, followed: obviously very
ill at ease and with scarcely any of that remarkable dignity
which was usually his chief characteristic.
‘What the devil made you stand lingering there, in the
wet?’ said Monks, turning round, and addressing Bumble,
after he had bolted the door behind them.
‘We—we were only cooling ourselves,’ stammered Bumble, looking apprehensively about him.
‘Cooling yourselves!’ retorted Monks. ‘Not all the rain
that ever fell, or ever will fall, will put as much of hell’s fire
out, as a man can carry about with him. You won’t cool
yourself so easily; don’t think it!’
With this agreeable speech, Monks turned short upon
the matron, and bent his gaze upon her, till even she, who
was not easily cowed, was fain to withdraw her eyes, and
turn them them towards the ground.
‘This is the woman, is it?’ demanded Monks.
‘Hem! That is the woman,’ replied Mr. Bumble, mindful
of his wife’s caution.
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‘You think women never can keep secrets, I suppose?’
said the matron, interposing, and returning, as she spoke,
the searching look of Monks.
‘I know they will always keep ONE till it’s found out,’
said Monks.
‘And what may that be?’ asked the matron.
‘The loss of their own good name,’ replied Monks. ‘So, by
the same rule, if a woman’s a party to a secret that might
hang or transport her, I’m not afraid of her telling it to anybody; not I! Do you understand, mistress?’
‘No,’ rejoined the matron, slightly colouring as she
spoke.
‘Of course you don’t!’ said Monks. ‘How should you?’
Bestowing something half-way between a smile and
a frown upon his two companions, and again beckoning
them to follow him, the man hastened across the apartment,
which was of considerable extent, but low in the roof. He
was preparing to ascend a steep staircase, or rather ladder,
leading to another floor of warehouses above: when a bright
flash of lightning streamed down the aperture, and a peal
of thunder followed, which shook the crazy building to its
centre.
‘Hear it!’ he cried, shrinking back. ‘Hear it! Rolling and
crashing on as if it echoed through a thousand caverns
where the devils were hiding from it. I hate the sound!’
He remained silent for a few moments; and then, removing his hands suddenly from his face, showed, to the
unspeakable discomposure of Mr. Bumble, that it was much
distorted and discoloured.
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‘These fits come over me, now and then,’ said Monks, observing his alarm; ‘and thunder sometimes brings them on.
Don’t mind me now; it’s all over for this once.’
Thus speaking, he led the way up the ladder; and hastily closing the window-shutter of the room into which it
led, lowered a lantern which hung at the end of a rope and
pulley passed through one of the heavy beams in the ceiling: and which cast a dim light upon an old table and three
chairs that were placed beneath it.
‘Now,’ said Monks, when they had all three seated themselves, ‘the sooner we come to our business, the better for
all. The woman know what it is, does she?’
The question was addressed to Bumble; but his wife anticipated the reply, by intimating that she was perfectly
acquainted with it.
‘He is right in saying that you were with this hag the
night she died; and that she told you something—‘
‘About the mother of the boy you named,’ replied the matron interrupting him. ‘Yes.’
‘The first question is, of what nature was her communication?’ said Monks.
‘That’s the second,’ observed the woman with much deliberation. ‘The first is, what may the communication be
worth?’
‘Who the devil can tell that, without knowing of what
kind it is?’ asked Monks.
‘Nobody better than you, I am persuaded,’ answered
Mrs. Bumble: who did not want for spirit, as her yoke-fellow could abundantly testify.
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‘Humph!’ said Monks significantly, and with a look of eager inquiry; ‘there may be money’s worth to get, eh?’
‘Perhaps there may,’ was the composed reply.
‘Something that was taken from her,’ said Monks. ‘Something that she wore. Something that—‘
‘You had better bid,’ interrupted Mrs. Bumble. ‘I have
heard enough, already, to assure me that you are the man
I ought to talk to.’
Mr. Bumble, who had not yet been admitted by his better
half into any greater share of the secret than he had originally possessed, listened to this dialogue with outstretched
neck and distended eyes: which he directed towards his
wife and Monks, by turns, in undisguised astonishment; increased, if possible, when the latter sternly demanded, what
sum was required for the disclosure.
‘What’s it worth to you?’ asked the woman, as collectedly
as before.
‘It may be nothing; it may be twenty pounds,’ replied
Monks. ‘Speak out, and let me know which.’
‘Add five pounds to the sum you have named; give me
five-and-twenty pounds in gold,’ said the woman; ‘and I’ll
tell you all I know. Not before.’
‘Five-and-twenty pounds!’ exclaimed Monks, drawing
back.
‘I spoke as plainly as I could,’ replied Mrs. Bumble. ‘It’s
not a large sum, either.’
‘Not a large sum for a paltry secret, that may be nothing when it’s told!’ cried Monks impatiently; ‘and which has
been lying dead for twelve years past or more!’
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‘Such matters keep well, and, like good wine, often double their value in course of time,’ answered the matron, still
preserving the resolute indifference she had assumed. ‘As
to lying dead, there are those who will lie dead for twelve
thousand years to come, or twelve million, for anything you
or I know, who will tell strange tales at last!’
‘What if I pay it for nothing?’ asked Monks, hesitating.
‘You can easily take it away again,’ replied the matron. ‘I
am but a woman; alone here; and unprotected.’
‘Not alone, my dear, nor unprotected, neither,’ submitted
Mr. Bumble, in a voice tremulous with fear: ‘I am here, my
dear. And besides,’ said Mr. Bumble, his teeth chattering as
he spoke, ‘Mr. Monks is too much of a gentleman to attempt
any violence on porochial persons. Mr. Monks is aware that
I am not a young man, my dear, and also that I am a little
run to seed, as I may say; bu he has heerd: I say I have no
doubt Mr. Monks has heerd, my dear: that I am a very determined officer, with very uncommon strength, if I’m once
roused. I only want a little rousing; that’s all.’
As Mr. Bumble spoke, he made a melancholy feint of
grasping his lantern with fierce determination; and plainly
showed, by the alarmed expression of every feature, that he
DID want a little rousing, and not a little, prior to making any very warlike demonstration: unless, indeed, against
paupers, or other person or persons trained down for the
purpose.
‘You are a fool,’ said Mrs. Bumble, in reply; ‘and had better hold your tongue.’
‘He had better have cut it out, before he came, if he can’t
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

439

speak in a lower tone,’ said Monks, grimly. ‘So! He’s your
husband, eh?’
‘He my husband!’ tittered the matron, parrying the question.
‘I thought as much, when you came in,’ rejoined Monks,
marking the angry glance which the lady darted at her
spouse as she spoke. ‘So much the better; I have less hesitation in dealing with two people, when I find that there’s
only one will between them. I’m in earnest. See here!’
He thrust his hand into a side-pocket; and producing a
canvas bag, told out twenty-five sovereigns on the table, and
pushed them over to the woman.
‘Now,’ he said, ‘gather them up; and when this cursed
peal of thunder, which I feel is coming up to break over the
house-top, is gone, let’s hear your story.’
The thunder, which seemed in fact much nearer, and to
shiver and break almost over their heads, having subsided,
Monks, raising his face from the table, bent forward to listen to what the woman should say. The faces of the three
nearly touched, as the two men leant over the small table
in their eagerness to hear, and the woman also leant forward to render her whisper audible. The sickly rays of the
suspended lantern falling directly upon them, aggravated
the paleness and anxiety of their countenances: which, encircled by the deepest gloom and darkness, looked ghastly
in the extreme.
‘When this woman, that we called old Sally, died,’ the
matron began, ‘she and I were alone.’
‘Was there no one by?’ asked Monks, in the same hollow
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whisper; ‘No sick wretch or idiot in some other bed? No one
who could hear, and might, by possibility, understand?’
‘Not a soul,’ replied the woman; ‘we were alone. I stood
alone beside the body when death came over it.’
‘Good,’ said Monks, regarding her attentively. ‘Go on.’
‘She spoke of a young creature,’ resumed the matron,
‘who had brought a child into the world some years before;
not merely in the same room, but in the same bed, in which
she then lay dying.’
‘Ay?’ said Monks, with quivering lip, and glancing over
his shoulder, ‘Blood! How things come about!’
‘The child was the one you named to him last night,’ said
the matron, nodding carelessly towards her husband; ‘the
mother this nurse had robbed.’
‘In life?’ asked Monks.
‘In death,’ replied the woman, with something like a
shudder. ‘She stole from the corpse, when it had hardly
turned to one, that which the dead mother had prayed her,
with her last breath, to keep for the infant’s sake.’
‘She sold it,’ cried Monks, with desperate eagerness; ‘did
she sell it? Where? When? To whom? How long before?’
‘As she told me, with great difficulty, that she had done
this,’ said the matron, ‘she fell back and died.’
‘Without saying more?’ cried Monks, in a voice which,
from its very suppression, seemed only the more furious.
‘It’s a lie! I’ll not be played with. She said more. I’ll tear the
life out of you both, but I’ll know what it was.’
‘She didn’t utter another word,’ said the woman, to all
appearance unmoved (as Mr. Bumble was very far from
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being) by the strange man’s violence; ‘but she clutched my
gown, violently, with one hand, which was partly closed;
and when I saw that she was dead, and so removed the hand
by force, I found it clasped a scrap of dirty paper.’
‘Which contained—‘ interposed Monks, stretching forward.
‘Nothing,’ replied the woman; ‘it was a pawnbroker’s duplicate.’
‘For what?’ demanded Monks.
‘In good time I’ll tell you.’ said the woman. ‘I judge that
she had kept the trinket, for some time, in the hope of turning it to better account; and then had pawned it; and had
saved or scraped together money to pay the pawnbroker’s
interest year by year, and prevent its running out; so that
if anything came of it, it could still be redeemed. Nothing
had come of it; and, as I tell you, she died with the scrap of
paper, all worn and tattered, in her hand. The time was out
in two days; I thought something might one day come of it
too; and so redeemed the pledge.’
‘Where is it now?’ asked Monks quickly.
‘THERE,’ replied the woman. And, as if glad to be relieved of it, she hastily threw upon the table a small kid bag
scarcely large enough for a French watch, which Monks
pouncing upon, tore open with trembling hands. It contained a little gold locket: in which were two locks of hair,
and a plain gold wedding-ring.
‘It has the word ‘Agnes’ engraved on the inside,’ said the
woman.
‘There is a blank left for the surname; and then follows
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the date; which is within a year before the child was born. I
found out that.’
‘And this is all?’ said Monks, after a close and eager scrutiny of the contents of the little packet.
‘All,’ replied the woman.
Mr. Bumble drew a long breath, as if he were glad to find
that the story was over, and no mention made of taking the
five-and-twenty pounds back again; and now he took courage to wipe the perspiration which had been trickling over
his nose, unchecked, during the whole of the previous dialogue.
‘I know nothing of the story, beyond what I can guess at,’
said his wife addressing Monks, after a short silence; ‘and I
want to know nothing; for it’s safer not. But I may ask you
two questions, may I?’
‘You may ask,’ said Monks, with some show of surprise;
‘but whether I answer or not is another question.’
‘—Which makes three,’ observed Mr. Bumble, essaying a
stroke of facetiousness.
‘Is that what you expected to get from me?’ demanded
the matron.
‘It is,’ replied Monks. ‘The other question?’
‘What do you propose to do with it? Can it be used
against me?’
‘Never,’ rejoined Monks; ‘nor against me either. See here!
But don’t move a step forward, or your life is not worth a
bulrush.’
With these words, he suddenly wheeled the table aside,
and pulling an iron ring in the boarding, threw back a large
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trap-door which opened close at Mr. Bumble’s feet, and
caused that gentleman to retire several paces backward,
with great precipitation.
‘Look down,’ said Monks, lowering the lantern into the
gulf. ‘Don’t fear me. I could have let you down, quietly
enough, when you were seated over it, if that had been my
game.’
Thus encouraged, the matron drew near to the brink;
and even Mr. Bumble himself, impelled by curiousity, ventured to do the same. The turbid water, swollen by the heavy
rain, was rushing rapidly on below; and all other sounds
were lost in the noise of its plashing and eddying against
the green and slimy piles. There had once been a water-mill
beneath; the tide foaming and chafing round the few rotten stakes, and fragments of machinery that yet remained,
seemed to dart onward, with a new impulse, when freed
from the obstacles which had unavailingly attempted to
stem its headlong course.
‘If you flung a man’s body down there, where would it be
to-morrow morning?’ said Monks, swinging the lantern to
and fro in the dark well.
‘Twelve miles down the river, and cut to pieces besides,’
replied Bumble, recoiling at the thought.
Monks drew the little packet from his breast, where
he had hurriedly thrust it; and tying it to a leaden weight,
which had formed a part of some pulley, and was lying on
the floor, dropped it into the stream. It fell straight, and true
as a die; clove the water with a scarcely audible splash; and
was gone.
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The three looking into each other’s faces, seemed to
breathe more freely.
‘There!’ said Monks, closing the trap-door, which fell
heavily back into its former position. ‘If the sea ever gives
up its dead, as books say it will, it will keep its gold and silver to itself, and that trash among it. We have nothing more
to say, and may break up our pleasant party.’
‘By all means,’ observed Mr. Bumble, with great alacrity.
‘You’ll keep a quiet tongue in your head, will you?’ said
Monks, with a threatening look. ‘I am not afraid of your
wife.’
‘You may depend upon me, young man,’ answered Mr.
Bumble, bowing himself gradually towards the ladder, with
excessive politeness. ‘On everybody’s account, young man;
on my own, you know, Mr. Monks.’
‘I am glad, for your sake, to hear it,’ remarked Monks.
‘Light your lantern! And get away from here as fast as you
can.’
It was fortunate that the conversation terminated at this
point, or Mr. Bumble, who had bowed himself to within six
inches of the ladder, would infallibly have pitched headlong
into the room below. He lighted his lantern from that which
Monks had detached from the rope, and now carried in his
hand; and making no effort to prolong the discourse, descended in silence, followed by his wife. Monks brought up
the rear, after pausing on the steps to satisfy himself that
there were no other sounds to be heard than the beating of
the rain without, and the rushing of the water.
They traversed the lower room, slowly, and with caution;
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for Monks started at every shadow; and Mr. Bumble, holding his lantern a foot above the ground, walked not only
with remarkable care, but with a marvellously light step for
a gentleman of his figure: looking nervously about him for
hidden trap-doors. The gate at which they had entered, was
softly unfastened and opened by Monks; merely exchanging a nod with their mysterious acquaintance, the married
couple emerged into the wet and darkness outside.
They were no sooner gone, than Monks, who appeared
to entertain an invincible repugnance to being left alone,
called to a boy who had been hidden somewhere below.
Bidding him go first, and bear the light, he returned to the
chamber he had just quitted.
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CHAPTER XXXIX
INTRODUCES SOME
RESPECTABLE
CHARACTERS WITH
WHOM THE READER IS
ALREADY ACQUAINTED,
AND SHOWS HOW
MONKS AND THE JEW
LAID THEIR WORTHY
HEADS TOGETHER

O

n the evening following that upon which the three
worthies mentioned in the last chapter, disposed of
their little matter of business as therein narrated, Mr. William Sikes, awakening from a nap, drowsily growled forth
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an inquiry what time of night it was.
The room in which Mr. Sikes propounded this question,
was not one of those he had tenanted, previous to the Chertsey expedition, although it was in the same quarter of the
town, and was situated at no great distance from his former
lodgings. It was not, in appearance, so desirable a habitation as his old quarters: being a mean and badly-furnished
apartment, of very limited size; lighted only by one small
window in the shelving roof, and abutting on a close and
dirty lane. Nor were there wanting other indications of the
good gentleman’s having gone down in the world of late: for
a great scarcity of furniture, and total absence of comfort,
together with the disappearance of all such small moveables as spare clothes and linen, bespoke a state of extreme
poverty; while the meagre and attenuated condition of Mr.
Sikes himself would have fully confirmed these symptoms,
if they had stood in any need of corroboration.
The housebreaker was lying on the bed, wrapped in his
white great-coat, by way of dressing-gown, and displaying a
set of features in no degree improved by the cadaverous hue
of illness, and the addition of a soiled nightcap, and a stiff,
black beard of a week’s growth. The dog sat at the bedside:
now eyeing his master with a wistful look, and now pricking his ears, and uttering a low growl as some noise in the
street, or in the lower part of the house, attracted his attention. Seated by the window, busily engaged in patching an
old waistcoat which formed a portion of the robber’s ordinary dress, was a female: so pale and reduced with watching
and privation, that there would have been considerable diffi448
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culty in recognising her as the same Nancy who has already
figured in this tale, but for the voice in which she replied to
Mr. Sikes’s question.
‘Not long gone seven,’ said the girl. ‘How do you feel tonight, Bill?’
‘As weak as water,’ replied Mr. Sikes, with an imprecation
on his eyes and limbs. ‘Here; lend us a hand, and let me get
off this thundering bed anyhow.’
Illness had not improved Mr. Sikes’s temper; for, as the
girl raised him up and led him to a chair, he muttered various curses on her awkwardnewss, and struck her.
‘Whining are you?’ said Sikes. ‘Come! Don’t stand snivelling there. If you can’t do anything better than that, cut off
altogether. D’ye hear me?’
‘I hear you,’ replied the girl, turning her face aside, and
forcing a laugh. ‘What fancy have you got in your head
now?’
‘Oh! you’ve thought better of it, have you?’ growled Sikes,
marking the tear which trembled in her eye. ‘All the better
for you, you have.’
‘Why, you don’t mean to say, you’d be hard upon me tonight, Bill,’ said the girl, laying her hand upon his shoulder.
‘No!’ cried Mr. Sikes. ‘Why not?’
‘Such a number of nights,’ said the girl, with a touch
of woman’s tenderness, which communicated something
like sweetness of tone, even to her voice: ‘such a number
of nights as I’ve been patient with you, nursing and caring
for you, as if you had been a child: and this the first that I’ve
seen you like yourself; you wouldn’t have served me as you
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

449

did just now, if you’d thought of that, would you? Come,
come; say you wouldn’t.’
‘Well, then,’ rejoined Mr. Sikes, ‘I wouldn’t. Why, damme,
now, the girls’s whining again!’
‘It’s nothing,’ said the girl, throwing herself into a chair.
‘Don’t you seem to mind me. It’ll soon be over.’
‘What’ll be over?’ demanded Mr. Sikes in a savage voice.
‘What foolery are you up to, now, again? Get up and bustle
about, and don’t come over me with your woman’s nonsense.’
At any other time, this remonstrance, and the tone in
which it was delivered, would have had the desired effect;
but the girl being really weak and exhausted, dropped her
head over the back of the chair, and fainted, before Mr. Sikes
could get out a few of the appropriate oaths with which, on
similar occasions, he was accustomed to garnish his threats.
Not knowing, very well, what to do, in this uncommon
emergency; for Miss Nancy’s hysterics were usually of that
violent kind which the patient fights and struggles out of,
without much assistance; Mr. Sikes tried a little blasphemy: and finding that mode of treatment wholly ineffectual,
called for assistance.
‘What’s the matter here, my dear?’ said Fagin, looking
in.
‘Lend a hand to the girl, can’t you?’ replied Sikes impatiently. ‘Don’t stand chattering and grinning at me!’
With an exclamation of surprise, Fagin hastened to the
girl’s assistance, while Mr. John Dawkins (otherwise the
Artful Dodger), who had followed his venerable friend into
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the room, hastily deposited on the floor a bundle with which
he was laden; and snatching a bottle from the grasp of Master Charles Bates who came close at his heels, uncorked it
in a twinkling with his teeth, and poured a portion of its
contents down the patient’s throat: previously taking a taste,
himself, to prevent mistakes.
‘Give her a whiff of fresh air with the bellows, Charley,’
said Mr. Dawkins; ‘and you slap her hands, Fagin, while Bill
undoes the petticuts.’
These united restoratives, administered with great energy: especially that department consigned to Master Bates,
who appeared to consider his share in the proceedings, a
piece of unexampled pleasantry: were not long in producing
the desired effect. The girl gradually recovered her senses;
and, staggering to a chair by the bedside, hid her face upon
the pillow: leaving Mr. Sikes to confront the new comers, in
some astonishment at their unlooked-for appearance.
‘Why, what evil wind has blowed you here?’ he asked Fagin.
‘No evil wind at all, my dear, for evil winds blow nobody
any good; and I’ve brought something good with me, that
you’ll be glad to see. Dodger, my dear, open the bundle; and
give Bill the little trifles that we spent all our money on, this
morning.’
In compliance with Mr. Fagin’s request, the Artful untied this bundle, which was of large size, and formed of an
old table-cloth; and handed the articles it contained, one by
one, to Charley Bates: who placed them on the table, with
various encomiums on their rarity and excellence.
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‘Sitch a rabbit pie, Bill,’ exclaimed that young gentleman,
disclosing to view a huge pasty; ‘sitch delicate creeturs, with
sitch tender limbs, Bill, that the wery bones melt in your
mouth, and there’s no occasion to pick ‘em; half a pound
of seven and six-penny green, so precious strong that if
you mix it with biling water, it’ll go nigh to blow the lid of
the tea-pot off; a pound and a half of moist sugar that the
niggers didn’t work at all at, afore they got it up to sitch a
pitch of goodness,—oh no! Two half-quartern brans; pound
of best fresh; piece of double Glo’ster; and, to wind up all,
some of the richest sort you ever lushed!’
Uttering this last panegyrie, Master Bates produced,
from one of his extensive pockets, a full-sized wine-bottle,
carefully corked; while Mr. Dawkins, at the same instant,
poured out a wine-glassful of raw spirits from the bottle he
carried: which the invalid tossed down his throat without a
moment’s hesitation.
‘Ah!’ said Fagin, rubbing his hands with great satisfaction. ‘You’ll do, Bill; you’ll do now.’
‘Do!’ exclaimed Mr. Sikes; ‘I might have been done for,
twenty times over, afore you’d have done anything to help
me. What do you mean by leaving a man in this state, three
weeks and more, you false-hearted wagabond?’
‘Only hear him, boys!’ said Fagin, shrugging his shoulders.
‘And us come to bring him all these beau-ti-ful things.’
‘The things is well enough in their way,’ observed Mr.
Sikes: a little soothed as he glanced over the table; ‘but what
have you got to say for yourself, why you should leave me
here, down in the mouth, health, blunt, and everything else;
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and take no more notice of me, all this mortal time, than if I
was that ‘ere dog.—Drive him down, Charley!’
‘I never see such a jolly dog as that,’ cried Master Bates,
doing as he was desired. ‘Smelling the grub like a old lady
a going to market! He’d make his fortun’ on the stage that
dog would, and rewive the drayma besides.’
‘Hold your din,’ cried Sikes, as the dog retreated under
the bed:
still growling angrily. ‘What have you got to say for yourself, you withered old fence, eh?’
‘I was away from London, a week and more, my dear, on
a plant,’ replied the Jew.
‘And what about the other fortnight?’ demanded Sikes.
‘What about the other fortnight that you’ve left me lying
here, like a sick rat in his hole?’
‘I couldn’t help it, Bill. I can’t go into a long explanation
before company; but I couldn’t help it, upon my honour.’
‘Upon your what?’ growled Sikes, with excessive disgust.
‘Here! Cut me off a piece of that pie, one of you boys, to take
the taste of that out of my mouth, or it’ll choke me dead.’
‘Don’t be out of temper, my dear,’ urged Fagin, submissively. ‘I have never forgot you, Bill; never once.’
‘No! I’ll pound it that you han’t,’ replied Sikes, with a bitter grin. ‘You’ve been scheming and plotting away, every
hour that I have laid shivering and burning here; and Bill
was to do this; and Bill was to do that; and Bill was to do it
all, dirt cheap, as soon as he got well: and was quite poor
enough for your work. If it hadn’t been for the girl, I might
have died.’
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‘There now, Bill,’ remonstrated Fagin, eagerly catching at
the word. ‘If it hadn’t been for the girl! Who but poor ould
Fagin was the means of your having such a handy girl about
you?’
‘He says true enough there!’ said Nancy, coming hastily
forward. ‘Let him be; let him be.’
Nancy’s appearance gave a new turn to the conversation;
for the boys, receiving a sly wink from the wary old Jew,
began to ply her with liquor: of which, however, she took
very sparingly; while Fagin, assuming an unusual flow of
spirits, gradually brought Mr. Sikes into a better temper, by
affecting to regard his threats as a little pleasant banter; and,
moreover, by laughing very heartily at one or two rough
jokes, which, after repeated applications to the spirit-bottle,
he condescended to make.
‘It’s all very well,’ said Mr. Sikes; ‘but I must have some
blunt from you to-night.’
‘I haven’t a piece of coin about me,’ replied the Jew.
‘Then you’ve got lots at home,’ retorted Sikes; ‘and I must
have some from there.’
‘Lots!’ cried Fagin, holding up is hands. ‘I haven’t so
much as would—‘
‘I don’t know how much you’ve got, and I dare say you
hardly know yourself, as it would take a pretty long time
to count it,’ said Sikes; ‘but I must have some to-night; and
that’s flat.’
‘Well, well,’ said Fagin, with a sigh, ‘I’ll send the Artful
round presently.’
‘You won’t do nothing of the kind,’ rejoined Mr. Sikes.
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‘The Artful’s a deal too artful, and would forget to come, or
lose his way, or get dodged by traps and so be perwented, or
anything for an excuse, if you put him up to it. Nancy shall
go to the ken and fetch it, to make all sure; and I’ll lie down
and have a snooze while she’s gone.’
After a great deal of haggling and squabbling, Fagin
beat down the amount of the required advance from five
pounds to three pounds four and sixpence: protesting
with many solemn asseverations that that would only leave
him eighteen-pence to keep house with; Mr. Sikes sullenly
remarking that if he couldn’t get any more he must accompany him home; with the Dodger and Master Bates put the
eatables in the cupboard. The Jew then, taking leave of his
affectionate friend, returned homeward, attended by Nancy
and the boys: Mr. Sikes, meanwhile, flinging himself on the
bed, and composing himself to sleep away the time until
the young lady’s return.
In due course, they arrived at Fagin’s abode, where they
found Toby Crackit and Mr. Chitling intent upon their fifteenth game at cribbage, which it is scarcely necessary to
say the latter gentleman lost, and with it, his fifteenth and
last sixpence: much to the amusement of his young friends.
Mr. Crackit, apparently somewhat ashamed at being found
relaxing himself with a gentleman so much his inferior in
station and mental endowments, yawned, and inquiring after Sikes, took up his hat to go.
‘Has nobody been, Toby?’ asked Fagin.
‘Not a living leg,’ answered Mr. Crackit, pulling up
his collar; ‘it’s been as dull as swipes. You ought to stand
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something handsome, Fagin, to recompense me for keeping house so long. Damme, I’m as flat as a juryman; and
should have gone to sleep, as fast as Newgate, if I hadn’t had
the good natur’ to amuse this youngster. Horrid dull, I’m
blessed if I an’t!’
With these and other ejaculations of the same kind, Mr.
Toby Crackit swept up his winnings, and crammed them
into his waistcoat pocket with a haughty air, as though such
small pieces of silver were wholly beneath the consideration
of a man of his figure; this done, he swaggered out of the
room, with so much elegance and gentility, that Mr. Chitling, bestowing numerous admiring glances on his legs and
boots till they were out of sight, assured the company that
he considered his acquaintance cheap at fifteen sixpences
an interview, and that he didn’t value his losses the snap of
his little finger.
‘Wot a rum chap you are, Tom!’ said Master Bates, highly
amused by this declaration.
‘Not a bit of it,’ replied Mr. Chitling. ‘Am I, Fagin?’
‘A very clever fellow, my dear,’ said Fagin, patting him on
the shoulder, and winking to his other pupils.
‘And Mr. Crackit is a heavy swell; an’t he, Fagin?’ asked
Tom.
‘No doubt at all of that, my dear.’
‘And it is a creditable thing to have his acquaintance; an’t
it, Fagin?’ pursued Tom.
‘Very much so, indeed, my dear. They’re only jealous,
Tom, because he won’t give it to them.’
‘Ah!’ cried Tom, triumphantly, ‘that’s where it is! He has
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cleaned me out. But I can go and earn some more, when I
like; can’t I, Fagin?’
‘To be sure you can, and the sooner you go the better,
Tom; so make up your loss at once, and don’t lose any more
time. Dodger!
Charley! It’s time you were on the lay. Come! It’s near ten,
and nothing done yet.’
In obedience to this hint, the boys, nodding to Nancy,
took up their hats, and left the room; the Dodger and his vivacious friend indulging, as they went, in many witticisms
at the expense of Mr. Chitling; in whose conduct, it is but
justice to say, there was nothing very conspicuous or peculiar: inasmuch as there are a great number of spirited young
bloods upon town, who pay a much higher price than Mr.
Chitling for being seen in good society: and a great number
of fine gentlemen (composing the good society aforesaid)
who established their reputation upon very much the same
footing as flash Toby Crackit.
‘Now,’ said Fagin, when they had left the room, ‘I’ll go
and get you that cash, Nancy. This is only the key of a little
cupboard where I keep a few odd things the boys get, my
dear. I never lock up my money, for I’ve got none to lock
up, my dear—ha! ha! ha!—none to lock up. It’s a poor trade,
Nancy, and no thanks; but I’m fond of seeing the young
people about me; and I bear it all, I bear it all. Hush!’ he said,
hastily concealing the key in his breast; ‘who’s that? Listen!’
The girl, who was sitting at the table with her arms folded, appeared in no way interested in the arrival: or to care
whether the person, whoever he was, came or went: until
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the murmur of a man’s voice reached her ears. The instant
she caught the sound, she tore off her bonnet and shawl,
with the rapidity of lightning, and thrust them under the
table. The Jew, turning round immediately afterwards, she
muttered a complaint of the heat: in a tone of languor that
contrasted, very remarkably, with the extreme haste and violence of this action: which, however, had been unobserved
by Fagin, who had his back towards her at the time.
‘Bah!’ he whispered, as though nettled by the interruption; ‘it’s the man I expected before; he’s coming downstairs.
Not a word about the money while he’s here, Nance. He
won’t stop long. Not ten minutes, my dear.’
Laying his skinny forefinger upon his lip, the Jew carried a candle to the door, as a man’s step was heard upon
the stairs without. He reached it, at the same moment as the
visitor, who, coming hastily into the room, was close upon
the girl before he observed her.
It was Monks.
‘Only one of my young people,’ said Fagin, observing
that Monks drew back, on beholding a stranger. ‘Don’t
move, Nancy.’
The girl drew closer to the table, and glancing at Monks
with an air of careless levity, withdrew her eyes; but as he
turned towards Fagin, she stole another look; so keen and
searching, and full of purpose, that if there had been any
bystander to observe the change, he could hardly have
believed the two looks to have proceeded from the same
person.
‘Any news?’ inquired Fagin.
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‘Great.’
‘And—and—good?’ asked Fagin, hesitating as though he
feared to vex the other man by being too sanguine.
‘Not bad, any way,’ replied Monks with a smile. ‘I have
been prompt enough this time. Let me have a word with
you.’
The girl drew closer to the table, and made no offer to leave
the room, although she could see that Monks was pointing
to her. The Jew: perhaps fearing she might say something
aloud about the money, if he endeavoured to get rid of her:
pointed upward, and took Monks out of the room.
‘Not that infernal hole we were in before,’ she could hear
the man say as they went upstairs. Fagin laughed; and making some reply which did not reach her, seemed, by the
creaking of the boards, to lead his companion to the second story.
Before the sound of their footsteps had ceased to echo
through the house, the girl had slipped off her shoes; and
drawing her gown loosely over her head, and muffling her
arms in it, stood at the door, listening with breathless interest. The moment the noise ceased, she glided from the
room; ascended the stairs with incredible softness and silence; and was lost in the gloom above.
The room remained deserted for a quarter of an hour or
more; the girl glided back with the same unearthly tread;
and, immediately afterwards, the two men were heard descending. Monks went at once into the street; and the Jew
crawled upstairs again for the money. When he returned,
the girl was adjusting her shawl and bonnet, as if preparing
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to be gone.
‘Why, Nance!,’ exclaimed the Jew, starting back as he put
down the candle, ‘how pale you are!’
‘Pale!’ echoed the girl, shading her eyes with her hands,
as if to look steadily at him.
‘Quite horrible. What have you been doing to yourself?’
‘Nothing that I know of, except sitting in this close place
for I don’t know how long and all,’ replied the girl carelessly.
‘Come! Let me get back; that’s a dear.’
With a sigh for every piece of money, Fagin told the
amount into her hand. They parted without more conversation, merely interchanging a ‘good-night.’
When the girl got into the open street, she sat down upon
a doorstep; and seemed, for a few moments, wholly bewildered and unable to pursue her way. Suddenly she arose;
and hurrying on, in a direction quite opposite to that in
which Sikes was awaiting her returned, quickened her pace,
until it gradually resolved into a violent run. After completely exhausting herself, she stopped to take breath: and,
as if suddenly recollecting herself, and deploring her inability to do something she was bent upon, wrung her hands,
and burst into tears.
It might be that her tears relieved her, or that she felt the
full hopelessness of her condition; but she turned back; and
hurrying with nearly as great rapidity in the contrary direction; partly to recover lost time, and partly to keep pace
with the violent current of her own thoughts: soon reached
the dwelling where she had left the housebreaker.
If she betrayed any agitation, when she presented herself
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to Mr. Sikes, he did not observe it; for merely inquiring if
she had brought the money, and receiving a reply in the affirmative, he uttered a growl of satisfaction, and replacing
his head upon the pillow, resumed the slumbers which her
arrival had interrupted.
It was fortunate for her that the possession of money occasioned him so much employment next day in the way of
eating and drinking; and withal had so beneficial an effect
in smoothing down the asperities of his temper; that he had
neither time nor inclination to be very critical upon her behaviour and deportment. That she had all the abstracted and
nervous manner of one who is on the eve of some bold and
hazardous step, which it has required no common struggle
to resolve upon, would have been obvious to the lynx-eyed
Fagin, who would most probably have taken the alarm at
once; but Mr. Sikes lacking the niceties of discrimination,
and being troubled with no more subtle misgivings than
those which resolve themselves into a dogged roughness
of behaviour towards everybody; and being, furthermore,
in an unusually amiable condition, as has been already observed; saw nothing unusual in her demeanor, and indeed,
troubled himself so little about her, that, had her agitation
been far more perceptible than it was, it would have been
very unlikely to have awakened his suspicions.
As that day closed in, the girl’s excitement increased;
and, when night came on, and she sat by, watching until the
housebreaker should drink himself asleep, there was an unusual paleness in her cheek, and a fire in her eye, that even
Sikes observed with astonishment.
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Mr. Sikes being weak from the fever, was lying in bed,
taking hot water with his gin to render it less inflammatory;
and had pushed his glass towards Nancy to be replenished
for the third or fourth time, when these symptoms first
struck him.
‘Why, burn my body!’ said the man, raising himself on
his hands as he stared the girl in the face. ‘You look like a
corpse come to life again. What’s the matter?’
‘Matter!’ replied the girl. ‘Nothing. What do you look at
me so hard for?’
‘What foolery is this?’ demanded Sikes, grasping her by
the arm, and shaking her roughly. ‘What is it? What do you
mean? What are you thinking of?’
‘Of many things, Bill,’ replied the girl, shivering, and as
she did so, pressing her hands upon her eyes. ‘But, Lord!
What odds in that?’
The tone of forced gaiety in which the last words were
spoken, seemd to produce a deeper impression on Sikes
than the wild and rigid look which had preceded them.
‘I tell you wot it is,’ said Sikes; ‘if you haven’t caught the fever, and got it comin’ on, now, there’s something more than
usual in the wind, and something dangerous too. You’re not
a-going to—. No, damme! you wouldn’t do that!’
‘Do what?’ asked the girl.
‘There ain’t,’ said Sikes, fixing his eyes upon her, and muttering the words to himself; ‘there ain’t a stauncher-hearted
gal going, or I’d have cut her throat three months ago. She’s
got the fever coming on; that’s it.’
Fortifying himself with this assurance, Sikes drained the
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glass to the bottom, and then, with many grumbling oaths,
called for his physic. The girl jumped up, with great alacrity;
poured it quickly out, but with her back towards him; and
held the vessel to his lips, while he drank off the contents.
‘Now,’ said the robber, ‘come and sit aside of me, and put
on your own face; or I’ll alter it so, that you won’t know it
agin when you do want it.’
The girl obeyed. Sikes, locking her hand in his, fell back
upon the pillow: turning his eyes upon her face. They closed;
opened again; closed once more; again opened. He shifted
his position restlessly; and, after dozing again, and again,
for two or three minutes, and as often springing up with a
look of terror, and gazing vacantly about him, was suddenly
stricken, as it were, while in the very attitude of rising, into
a deep and heavy sleep. The grasp of his hand relaxed; the
upraised arm fell languidly by his side; and he lay like one
in a profound trance.
‘The laudanum has taken effect at last,’ murmured the
girl, as she rose from the bedside. ‘I may be too late, even
now.’
She hastily dressed herself in her bonnet and shawl:
looking fearfully round, from time to time, as if, despite
the sleeping draught, she expected every moment to feel
the pressure of Sikes’s heavy hand upon her shoulder; then,
stooping softly over the bed, she kissed the robber’s lips;
and then opening and closing the room-door with noiseless touch, hurried from the house.
A watchman was crying half-past nine, down a dark passage through which she had to pass, in gaining the main
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thoroughfare.
‘Has it long gone the half-hour?’ asked the girl.
‘It’ll strike the hour in another quarter,’ said the man:
raising his lantern to her face.
‘And I cannot get there in less than an hour or more,’
muttered Nancy: brushing swiftly past him, and gliding
rapidly down the street.
Many of the shops were already closing in the back lanes
and avenues through which she tracked her way, in making from Spitalfields towards the West-End of London. The
clock struck ten, increasing her impatience. She tore along
the narrow pavement: elbowing the passengers from side to
side; and darting almost under the horses’ heads, crossed
crowded streets, where clusters of persons were eagerly
watching their opportunity to do the like.
‘The woman is mad!’ said the people, turning to look after her as she rushed away.
When she reached the more wealthy quarter of the town,
the streets were comparatively deserted; and here her headlong progress excited a still greater curiosity in the stragglers
whom she hurried past. Some quickened their pace behind,
as though to see whither she was hastening at such an unusual rate; and a few made head upon her, and looked back,
surprised at her undiminished speed; but they fell off one
by one; and when she neared her place of destination, she
was alone.
It was a family hotel in a quiet but handsome street near
Hyde Park. As the brilliant light of the lamp which burnt
before its door, guided her to the spot, the clock struck elev464
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en. She had loitered for a few paces as though irresolute, and
making up her mind to advance; but the sound determined
her, and she stepped into the hall. The porter’s seat was
vacant. She looked round with an air of incertitude, and advanced towards the stairs.
‘Now, young woman!’ said a smartly-dressed female,
looking out from a door behind her, ‘who do you want
here?’
‘A lady who is stopping in this house,’ answered the girl.
‘A lady!’ was the reply, accompanied with a scornful look.
‘What lady?’
‘Miss Maylie,’ said Nancy.
The young woman, who had by this time, noted her appearance, replied only by a look of virtuous disdain; and
summoned a man to answer her. To him, Nancy repeated
her request.
‘What name am I to say?’ asked the waiter.
‘It’s of no use saying any,’ replied Nancy.
‘Nor business?’ said the man.
‘No, nor that neither,’ rejoined the girl. ‘I must see the
lady.’
‘Come!’ said the man, pushing her towards the door.
‘None of this. Take yourself off.’
‘I shall be carried out if I go!’ said the girl violently; ‘and
I can make that a job that two of you won’t like to do. Isn’t
there anybody here,’ she said, looking round, ‘that will see a
simple message carried for a poor wretch like me?’
This appeal produced an effect on a good-tempered-faced
man-cook, who with some of the other servants was lookFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ing on, and who stepped forward to interfere.
‘Take it up for her, Joe; can’t you?’ said this person.
‘What’s the good?’ replied the man. ‘You don’t suppose
the young lady will see such as her; do you?’
This allusion to Nancy’s doubtful character, raised a
vast quantity of chaste wrath in the bosoms of four housemaids, who remarked, with great fervour, that the creature
was a disgrace to her sex; and strongly advocated her being
thrown, ruthlessly, into the kennel.
‘Do what you like with me,’ said the girl, turning to the
men again; ‘but do what I ask you first, and I ask you to give
this message for God Almighty’s sake.’
The soft-hearted cook added his intercession, and the result was that the man who had first appeared undertook its
delivery.
‘What’s it to be?’ said the man, with one foot on the
stairs.
‘That a young woman earnestly asks to speak to Miss
Maylie alone,’ said Nancy; ‘and that if the lady will only
hear the first word she has to say, she will know whether to
hear her business, or to have her turned out of doors as an
impostor.’
‘I say,’ said the man, ‘you’re coming it strong!’
‘You give the message,’ said the girl firmly; ‘and let me
hear the answer.’
The man ran upstairs. Nancy remained, pale and almost
breathless, listening with quivering lip to the very audible
expressions of scorn, of which the chaste housemaids were
very prolific; and of which they became still more so, when
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the man returned, and said the young woman was to walk
upstairs.
‘It’s no good being proper in this world,’ said the first
housemaid.
‘Brass can do better than the gold what has stood the fire,’
said the second.
The third contented herself with wondering ‘what ladies
was made of’; and the fourth took the first in a quartette of
‘Shameful!’ with which the Dianas concluded.
Regardless of all this: for she had weightier matters at
heart: Nancy followed the man, with trembling limbs, to
a small ante-chamber, lighted by a lamp from the ceiling.
Here he left her, and retired.
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CHAPTER XL
A STRANGE INTERVIEW,
WHICH IS A SEQUEL TO
THE LAST CHAMBER

T

he girl’s life had been squandered in the streets, and
among the most noisome of the stews and dens of London, but there was something of the woman’s original nature
left in her still; and when she heard a light step approaching the door opposite to that by which she had entered, and
thought of the wide contrast which the small room would
in another moment contain, she felt burdened with the
sense of her own deep shame, and shrunk as though she
could scarcely bear the presence of her with whom she had
sought this interview.
But struggling with these better feelings was pride,—the
vice of the lowest and most debased creatures no less than
of the high and self-assured. The miserable companion of
thieves and ruffians, the fallen outcast of low haunts, the associate of the scourings of the jails and hulks, living within
the shadow of the gallows itself,—even this degraded be-
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ing felt too proud to betray a feeble gleam of the womanly
feeling which she thought a weakness, but which alone connected her with that humanity, of which her wasting life
had obliterated so many, many traces when a very child.
She raised her eyes sufficiently to observe that the figure which presented itself was that of a slight and beautiful
girl; then, bending them on the ground, she tossed her head
with affected carelessness as she said:
‘It’s a hard matter to get to see you, lady. If I had taken offence, and gone away, as many would have done, you’d have
been sorry for it one day, and not without reason either.’
‘I am very sorry if any one has behaved harshly to you,’
replied Rose. ‘Do not think of that. Tell me why you wished
to see me. I am the person you inquired for.’
The kind tone of this answer, the sweet voice, the gentle
manner, the absence of any accent of haughtiness or displeasure, took the girl completely by surprise, and she burst
into tears.
‘Oh, lady, lady!’ she said, clasping her hands passionately
before her face, ‘if there was more like you, there would be
fewer like me,—there would—there would!’
‘Sit down,’ said Rose, earnestly. ‘If you are in poverty or
affliction I shall be truly glad to relieve you if I can,—I shall
indeed. Sit down.’
‘Let me stand, lady,’ said the girl, still weeping, ‘and do
not speak to me so kindly till you know me better. It is
growing late. Is—is—that door shut?’
‘Yes,’ said Rose, recoiling a few steps, as if to be nearer assistance in case she should require it. ‘Why?’
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‘Because,’ said the girl, ‘I am about to put my life and the
lives of others in your hands. I am the girl that dragged little Oliver back to old Fagin’s on the night he went out from
the house in Pentonville.’
‘You!’ said Rose Maylie.
‘I, lady!’ replied the girl. ‘I am the infamous creature you
have heard of, that lives among the thieves, and that never
from the first moment I can recollect my eyes and senses
opening on London streets have known any better life, or
kinder words than they have given me, so help me God! Do
not mind shrinking openly from me, lady. I am younger
than you would think, to look at me, but I am well used to
it. The poorest women fall back, as I make my way along the
crowded pavement.’
‘What dreadful things are these!’ said Rose, involuntarily
falling from her strange companion.
‘Thank Heaven upon your knees, dear lady,’ cried the
girl, ‘that you had friends to care for and keep you in your
childhood, and that you were never in the midst of cold and
hunger, and riot and drunkenness, and—and—something
worse than all—as I have been from my cradle. I may use
the word, for the alley and the gutter were mine, as they will
be my deathbed.’
‘I pity you!’ said Rose, in a broken voice. ‘It wrings my
heart to hear you!’
‘Heaven bless you for your goodness!’ rejoined the girl. ‘If
you knew what I am sometimes, you would pity me, indeed.
But I have stolen away from those who would surely murder me, if they knew I had been here, to tell you what I have
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overheard. Do you know a man named Monks?’
‘No,’ said Rose.
‘He knows you,’ replied the girl; ‘and knew you were here,
for it was by hearing him tell the place that I found you
out.’
‘I never heard the name,’ said Rose.
‘Then he goes by some other amongst us,’ rejoined the
girl, ‘which I more than thought before. Some time ago, and
soon after Oliver was put into your house on the night of
the robbery, I—suspecting this man—listened to a conversation held between him and Fagin in the dark. I found out,
from what I heard, that Monks—the man I asked you about,
you know—‘
‘Yes,’ said Rose, ‘I understand.’
‘—That Monks,’ pursued the girl, ‘had seen him accidently with two of our boys on the day we first lost him, and
had known him directly to be the same child that he was
watching for, though I couldn’t make out why. A bargain
was struck with Fagin, that if Oliver was got back he should
have a certain sum; and he was to have more for making
him a thief, which this Monks wanted for some purpose of
his own.
‘For what purpose?’ asked Rose.
‘He caught sight of my shadow on the wall as I listened,
in the hope of finding out,’ said the girl; ‘and there are not
many people besides me that could have got out of their way
in time to escape discovery. But I did; and I saw him no
more till last night.’
‘And what occurred then?’
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‘I’ll tell you, lady. Last night he came again. Again they
went upstairs, and I, wrapping myself up so that my shadow
would not betray me, again listened at the door. The first
words I heard Monks say were these: ‘So the only proofs
of the boy’s identity lie at the bottom of the river, and the
old hag that received them from the mother is rotting in
her coffin.’ They laughed, and talked of his success in doing
this; and Monks, talking on about the boy, and getting very
wild, said that though he had got the young devil’s money safely know, he’d rather have had it the other way; for,
what a game it would have been to have brought down the
boast of the father’s will, by driving him through every jail
in town, and then hauling him up for some capital felony
which Fagin could easily manage, after having made a good
profit of him besides.’
‘What is all this!’ said Rose.
‘The truth, lady, though it comes from my lips,’ replied
the girl. ‘Then, he said, with oaths common enough in my
ears, but strange to yours, that if he could gratify his hatred by taking the boy’s life without bringing his own neck
in danger, he would; but, as he couldn’t, he’d be upon the
watch to meet him at every turn in life; and if he took advantage of his birth and history, he might harm him yet. ‘In
short, Fagin,’ he says, ‘Jew as you are, you never laid such
snares as I’ll contrive for my young brother, Oliver.‘
‘His brother!’ exclaimed Rose.
‘Those were his words,’ said Nancy, glancing uneasily
round, as she had scarcely ceased to do, since she began to
speak, for a vision of Sikes haunted her perpetually. ‘And
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more. When he spoke of you and the other lady, and said it
seemed contrived by Heaven, or the devil, against him, that
Oliver should come into your hands, he laughed, and said
there was some comfort in that too, for how many thousands and hundreds of thousands of pounds would you not
give, if you had them, to know who your two-legged spaniel was.’
‘You do not mean,’ said Rose, turning very pale, ‘to tell
me that this was said in earnest?’
‘He spoke in hard and angry earnest, if a man ever did,’
replied the girl, shaking her head. ‘He is an earnest man
when his hatred is up. I know many who do worse things;
but I’d rather listen to them all a dozen times, than to that
Monks once. It is growing late, and I have to reach home
without suspicion of having been on such an errand as this.
I must get back quickly.’
‘But what can I do?’ said Rose. ‘To what use can I turn
this communication without you? Back! Why do you wish
to return to companions you paint in such terrible colors?
If you repeat this information to a gentleman whom I can
summon in an instant from the next room, you can be consigned to some place of safety without half an hour’s delay.’
‘I wish to go back,’ said the girl. ‘I must go back, because—how can I tell such things to an innocent lady like
you?—because among the men I have told you of, there is
one: the most desperate among them all; that I can’t leave:
no, not even to be saved from the life I am leading now.’
‘Your having interfered in this dear boy’s behalf before,’
said Rose; ‘your coming here, at so great a risk, to tell me
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what you have heard; your manner, which convinces me
of the truth of what you say; your evident contrition, and
sense of shame; all lead me to believe that you might yet be
reclaimed. Oh!’ said the earnest girl, folding her hands as
the tears coursed down her face, ‘do not turn a deaf ear to
the entreaties of one of your own sex; the first—the first, I
do believe, who ever appealed to you in the voice of pity and
compassion. Do hear my words, and let me save you yet, for
better things.’
‘Lady,’ cried the girl, sinking on her knees, ‘dear, sweet,
angel lady, you ARE the first that ever blessed me with such
words as these, and if I had heard them years ago, they
might have turned me from a life of sin and sorrow; but it is
too late, it is too late!’
‘It is never too late,’ said Rose, ‘for penitence and atonement.’
‘It is,’ cried the girl, writhing in agony of her mind; ‘I cannot leave him now! I could not be his death.’
‘Why should you be?’ asked Rose.
‘Nothing could save him,’ cried the girl. ‘If I told others
what I have told you, and led to their being taken, he would
be sure to die. He is the boldest, and has been so cruel!’
‘Is it possible,’ cried Rose, ‘that for such a man as this, you
can resign every future hope, and the certainty of immediate rescue? It is madness.’
‘I don’t know what it is,’ answered the girl; ‘I only know
that it is so, and not with me alone, but with hundreds
of others as bad and wretched as myself. I must go back.
Whether it is God’s wrath for the wrong I have done, I do
474

Oliver Twist

not know; but I am drawn back to him through every suffering and ill usage; and I should be, I believe, if I knew that
I was to die by his hand at last.’
‘What am I to do?’ said Rose. ‘I should not let you depart
from me thus.’
‘You should, lady, and I know you will,’ rejoined the girl,
rising. ‘You will not stop my going because I have trusted in
your goodness, and forced no promise from you, as I might
have done.’
‘Of what use, then, is the communication you have made?’
said Rose. ‘This mystery must be investigated, or how will
its disclosure to me, benefit Oliver, whom you are anxious
to serve?’
‘You must have some kind gentleman about you that will
hear it as a secret, and advise you what to do,’ rejoined the
girl.
‘But where can I find you again when it is necessary?’
asked Rose. ‘I do not seek to know where these dreadful
people live, but where will you be walking or passing at any
settled period from this time?’
‘Will you promise me that you will have my secret strictly
kept, and come alone, or with the only other person that
knows it; and that I shall not be watched or followed?’ asked
the girl.
‘I promise you solemnly,’ answered Rose.
‘Every Sunday night, from eleven until the clock strikes
twelve,’ said the girl without hesitation, ‘I will walk on London Bridge if I am alive.’
‘Stay another moment,’ interposed Rose, as the girl moved
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hurriedly towards the door. ‘Think once again on your own
condition, and the opportunity you have of escaping from
it. You have a claim on me: not only as the voluntary bearer
of this intelligence, but as a woman lost almost beyond redemption. Will you return to this gang of robbers, and to
this man, when a word can save you? What fascination is it
that can take you back, and make you cling to wickedness
and misery? Oh! is there no chord in your heart that I can
touch! Is there nothing left, to which I can appeal against
this terrible infatuation!’
‘When ladies as young, and good, and beautiful as you
are,’ replied the girl steadily, ‘give away your hearts, love
will carry you all lengths—even such as you, who have
home, friends, other admirers, everything, to fill them.
When such as I, who have no certain roof but the coffinlid,
and no friend in sickness or death but the hospital nurse,
set our rotten hearts on any man, and let him fill the place
that has been a blank through all our wretched lives, who
can hope to cure us? Pity us, lady—pity us for having only
one feeling of the woman left, and for having that turned, by
a heavy judgment, from a comfort and a pride, into a new
means of violence and suffering.’
‘You will,’ said Rose, after a pause, ‘take some money
from me, which may enable you to live without dishonesty—at all events until we meet again?’
‘Not a penny,’ replied the girl, waving her hand.
‘Do not close your heart against all my efforts to help
you,’ said Rose, stepping gently forward. ‘I wish to serve
you indeed.’
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‘You would serve me best, lady,’ replied the girl, wringing her hands, ‘if you could take my life at once; for I have
felt more grief to think of what I am, to-night, than I ever
did before, and it would be something not to die in the hell
in which I have lived. God bless you, sweet lady, and send
as much happiness on your head as I have brought shame
on mine!’
Thus speaking, and sobbing aloud, the unhappy creature
turned away; while Rose Maylie, overpowered by this extraordinary interview, which had more the semblance of a
rapid dream than an actual occurance, sank into a chair,
and endeavoured to collect her wandering thoughts.
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CHAPTER XLI
CONTAINING FRESH
DISCOVERIES, AND
SHOWING THAT SUPRISES,
LIKE MISFORTUNES,
SELDOM COME ALONE

H

er situation was, indeed, one of no common trial and
difficulty.
While she felt the most eager and burning desire to
penetrate the mystery in which Oliver’s history was enveloped, she could not but hold sacred the confidence which
the miserable woman with whom she had just conversed,
had reposed in her, as a young and guileless girl. Her words
and manner had touched Rose Maylie’s heart; and, mingled
with her love for her young charge, and scarcely less intense
in its truth and fervour, was her fond wish to win the outcast back to repentance and hope.
They purposed remaining in London only three days,
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prior to departing for some weeks to a distant part of the
coast. It was now midnight of the first day. What course of
action could she determine upon, which could be adopted
in eight-and-forty hours? Or how could she postpone the
journey without exciting suspicion?
Mr. Losberne was with them, and would be for the next
two days; but Rose was too well acquainted with the excellent gentleman’s impetuosity, and foresaw too clearly the
wrath with which, in the first explosion of his indignation,
he would regard the instrument of Oliver’s recapture, to
trust him with the secret, when her representations in the
girl’s behalf could be seconded by no experienced person.
These were all reasons for the greatest caution and most circumspect behaviour in communicating it to Mrs. Maylie,
whose first impulse would infallibly be to hold a conference
with the worthy doctor on the subject. As to resorting to
any legal adviser, even if she had known how to do so, it
was scarcely to be thought of, for the same reason. Once
the thought occurred to her of seeking assistance from Harry; but this awakened the recollection of their last parting,
and it seemed unworthy of her to call him back, when—the
tears rose to her eyes as she pursued this train of reflection—
he might have by this time learnt to forget her, and to be
happier away.
Disturbed by these different reflections; inclining now
to one course and then to another, and again recoiling from
all, as each successive consideration presented itself to her
mind; Rose passed a sleepless and anxious night. After
more communing with herself next day, she arrived at the
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

479

desperate conclusion of consulting Harry.
‘If it be painful to him,’ she thought, ‘to come back here,
how painful it will be to me! But perhaps he will not come;
he may write, or he may come himself, and studiously abstain from meeting me—he did when he went away. I hardly
thought he would; but it was better for us both.’ And here
Rose dropped the pen, and turned away, as though the very
paper which was to be her messenger should not see her
weep.
She had taken up the same pen, and laid it down again
fifty times, and had considered and reconsidered the first
line of her letter without writing the first word, when Oliver, who had been walking in the streets, with Mr. Giles
for a body-guard, entered the room in such breathless haste
and violent agitation, as seemed to betoken some new cause
of alarm.
‘What makes you look so flurried?’ asked Rose, advancing to meet him.
‘I hardly know how; I feel as if I should be choked,’ replied the boy. ‘Oh dear! To think that I should see him at
last, and you should be able to know that I have told you
the truth!’
‘I never thought you had told us anything but the truth,’
said Rose, soothing him. ‘But what is this?—of whom do
you speak?’
‘I have seen the gentleman,’ replied Oliver, scarcely able
to articulate, ‘the gentleman who was so good to me—Mr.
Brownlow, that we have so often talked about.’
‘Where?’ asked Rose.
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‘Getting out of a coach,’ replied Oliver, shedding tears of
delight, ‘and going into a house. I didn’t speak to him—I
couldn’t speak to him, for he didn’t see me, and I trembled
so, that I was not able to go up to him. But Giles asked, for
me, whether he lived there, and they said he did. Look here,’
said Oliver, opening a scrap of paper, ‘here it is; here’s where
he lives—I’m going there directly! Oh, dear me, dear me!
What shall I do when I come to see him and hear him speak
again!’
With her attention not a little distracted by these and a
great many other incoherent exclamations of joy, Rose read
the address, which was Craven Street, in the Strand. She
very soon determined upon turning the discovery to account.
‘Quick!’ she said. ‘Tell them to fetch a hackney-coach,
and be ready to go with me. I will take you there directly,
without a minute’s loss of time. I will only tell my aunt that
we are going out for an hour, and be ready as soon as you
are.’
Oliver needed no prompting to despatch, and in little
more than five minutes they were on their way to Craven
Street. When they arrived there, Rose left Oliver in the
coach, under pretence of preparing the old gentleman to receive him; and sending up her card by the servant, requested
to see Mr. Brownlow on very pressing business. The servant
soon returned, to beg that she would walk upstairs; and following him into an upper room, Miss Maylie was presented
to an elderly gentleman of benevolent appearance, in a bottle-green coat. At no great distance from whom, was seated
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another old gentleman, in nankeen breeches and gaiters;
who did not look particularly benevolent, and who was sitting with his hands clasped on the top of a thick stick, and
his chin propped thereupon.
‘Dear me,’ said the gentleman, in the bottle-green coat,
hastily rising with great politeness, ‘I beg your pardon,
young lady—I imagined it was some importunate person
who—I beg you will excuse me. Be seated, pray.’
‘Mr. Brownlow, I believe, sir?’ said Rose, glancing from
the other gentleman to the one who had spoken.
‘That is my name,’ said the old gentleman. ‘This is my
friend, Mr. Grimwig. Grimwig, will you leave us for a few
minutes?’
‘I believe,’ interposed Miss Maylie, ‘that at this period of
our interview, I need not give that gentleman the trouble of
going away. If I am correctly informed, he is cognizant of
the business on which I wish to speak to you.’
Mr. Brownlow inclined his head. Mr. Grimwig, who had
made one very stiff bow, and risen from his chair, made another very stiff bow, and dropped into it again.
‘I shall surprise you very much, I have no doubt,’ said
Rose, naturally embarrassed; ‘but you once showed great
benevolence and goodness to a very dear young friend of
mine, and I am sure you will take an interest in hearing of
him again.’
‘Indeed!’ said Mr. Brownlow.
‘Oliver Twist you knew him as,’ replied Rose.
The words no sooner escaped her lips, than Mr. Grimwig, who had been affecting to dip into a large book that lay
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on the table, upset it with a great crash, and falling back in
his chair, discharged from his features every expression but
one of unmitigated wonder, and indulged in a prolonged
and vacant stare; then, as if ashamed of having betrayed
so much emotion, he jerked himself, as it were, by a convulsion into his former attitude, and looking out straight
before him emitted a long deep whistle, which seemed, at
last, not to be discharged on empty air, but to die away in
the innermost recesses of his stomach.
Mr. Browlow was no less surprised, although his astonishment was not expressed in the same eccentric manner.
He drew his chair nearer to Miss Maylie’s, and said,
‘Do me the favour, my dear young lady, to leave entirely
out of the question that goodness and benevolence of which
you speak, and of which nobody else knows anything; and
if you have it in your power to produce any evidence which
will alter the unfavourable opinion I was once induced to
entertain of that poor child, in Heaven’s name put me in
possession of it.’
‘A bad one! I’ll eat my head if he is not a bad one,’ growled
Mr. Grimwig, speaking by some ventriloquial power, without moving a muscle of his face.
‘He is a child of a noble nature and a warm heart,’ said
Rose, colouring; ‘and that Power which has thought fit to
try him beyond his years, has planted in his breast affections and feelings which would do honour to many who
have numbered his days six times over.’
‘I’m only sixty-one,’ said Mr. Grimwig, with the same
rigid face.
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‘And, as the devil’s in it if this Oliver is not twelve years
old at least, I don’t see the application of that remark.’
‘Do not heed my friend, Miss Maylie,’ said Mr. Brownlow; ‘he does not mean what he says.’
‘Yes, he does,’ growled Mr. Grimwig.
‘No, he does not,’ said Mr. Brownlow, obviously rising in
wrath as he spoke.
‘He’ll eat his head, if he doesn’t,’ growled Mr. Grimwig.
‘He would deserve to have it knocked off, if he does,’ said
Mr. Brownlow.
‘And he’d uncommonly like to see any man offer to do it,’
responded Mr. Grimwig, knocking his stick upon the floor.
Having gone thus far, the two old gentlemen severally
took snuff, and afterwards shook hands, according to their
invariable custom.
‘Now, Miss Maylie,’ said Mr. Brownlow, ‘to return to the
subject in which your humanity is so much interested. Will
you let me know what intelligence you have of this poor
child: allowing me to promise that I exhausted every means
in my power of discovering him, and that since I have been
absent from this country, my first impression that he had
imposed upon me, and had been persuaded by his former
associates to rob me, has been considerably shaken.’
Rose, who had had time to collect her thoughts, at once
related, in a few natural words, all that had befallen Oliver
since he left Mr. Brownlow’s house; reserving Nancy’s information for that gentleman’s private ear, and concluding
with the assurance that his only sorrow, for some months
past, had been not being able to meet with his former bene484
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factor and friend.
‘Thank God!’ said the old gentleman. ‘This is great happiness to me, great happiness. But you have not told me where
he is now, Miss Maylie. You must pardon my finding fault
with you,—but why not have brought him?’
‘He is waiting in a coach at the door,’ replied Rose.
‘At this door!’ cried the old gentleman. With which he
hurried out of the room, down the stairs, up the coachsteps,
and into the coach, without another word.
When the room-door closed behind him, Mr. Grimwig
lifted up his head, and converting one of the hind legs of his
chair into a pivot, described three distinct circles with the
assistance of his stick and the table; stitting in it all the time.
After performing this evolution, he rose and limped as fast
as he could up and down the room at least a dozen times,
and then stopping suddenly before Rose, kissed her without
the slightest preface.
‘Hush!’ he said, as the young lady rose in some alarm at
this unusual proceeding. ‘Don’t be afraid. I’m old enough
to be your grandfather. You’re a sweet girl. I like you. Here
they are!’
In fact, as he threw himself at one dexterous dive into
his former seat, Mr. Brownlow returned, accompanied by
Oliver, whom Mr. Grimwig received very graciously; and if
the gratification of that moment had been the only reward
for all her anxiety and care in Oliver’s behalf, Rose Maylie
would have been well repaid.
‘There is somebody else who should not be forgotten, by
the bye,’ said Mr. Brownlow, ringing the bell. ‘Send Mrs.
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Bedwin here, if you please.’
The old housekeeper answered the summons with all
dispatch; and dropping a curtsey at the door, waited for orders.
‘Why, you get blinder every day, Bedwin,’ said Mr. Brownlow, rather testily.
‘Well, that I do, sir,’ replied the old lady. ‘People’s eyes, at
my time of life, don’t improve with age, sir.’
‘I could have told you that,’ rejoined Mr. Brownlow; ‘but
put on your glasses, and see if you can’t find out what you
were wanted for, will you?’
The old lady began to rummage in her pocket for her
spectacles. But Oliver’s patience was not proof against this
new trial; and yielding to his first impulse, he sprang into
her arms.
‘God be good to me!’ cried the old lady, embracing him;
‘it is my innocent boy!’
‘My dear old nurse!’ cried Oliver.
‘He would come back—I knew he would,’ said the old
lady, holding him in her arms. ‘How well he looks, and how
like a gentleman’s son he is dressed again! Where have you
been, this long, long while? Ah! the same sweet face, but
not so pale; the same soft eye, but not so sad. I have never
forgotten them or his quiet smile, but have seen them every
day, side by side with those of my own dear children, dead
and gone since I was a lightsome young creature.’ Running
on thus, and now holding Oliver from her to mark how he
had grown, now clasping him to her and passing her fingers
fondly through his hair, the good soul laughed and wept
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upon his neck by turns.
Leaving her and Oliver to compare notes at leisure, Mr.
Brownlow led the way into another room; and there, heard
from Rose a full narration of her interview with Nancy,
which occasioned him no little surprise and perplexity.
Rose also explained her reasons for not confiding in her
friend Mr. Losberne in the first instance. The old gentleman
considered that she had acted prudently, and readily undertook to hold solemn conference with the worthy doctor
himself. To afford him an early opportunity for the execution of this design, it was arranged that he should call at the
hotel at eight o’clock that evening, and that in the meantime
Mrs. Maylie should be cautiously informed of all that had
occurred. These preliminaries adjusted, Rose and Oliver returned home.
Rose had by no means overrated the measure of the good
doctor’s wrath. Nancy’s history was no sooner unfolded to
him, than he poured forth a shower of mingled threats and
execrations; threatened to make her the first victim of the
combined ingenuity of Messrs. Blathers and Duff; and actually put on his hat preparatory to sallying forth to obtain
the assistance of those worthies. And, doubtless, he would,
in this first outbreak, have carried the intention into effect
without a moment’s consideration of the consequences, if
he had not been restrained, in part, by corresponding violence on the side of Mr. Brownlow, who was himself of an
irascible temperament, and party by such arguments and
representations as seemed best calculated to dissuade him
from his hotbrained purpose.
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‘Then what the devil is to be done?’ said the impetuous doctor, when they had rejoined the two ladies. ‘Are we
to pass a vote of thanks to all these vagabonds, male and
female, and beg them to accept a hundred pounds, or so,
apiece, as a trifling mark of our esteem, and some slight acknowledgment of their kindness to Oliver?’
‘Not exactly that,’ rejoined Mr. Brownlow, laughing; ‘but
we must proceed gently and with great care.’
‘Gentleness and care,’ exclaimed the doctor. ‘I’d send
them one and all to—‘
‘Never mind where,’ interposed Mr. Brownlow. ‘But reflect whether sending them anywhere is likely to attain the
object we have in view.’
‘What object?’ asked the doctor.
‘Simply, the discovery of Oliver’s parentage, and regaining for him the inheritance of which, if this story be true, he
has been fraudulently deprived.’
‘Ah!’ said Mr. Losberne, cooling himself with his pockethandkerchief; ‘I almost forgot that.’
‘You see,’ pursued Mr. Brownlow; ‘placing this poor girl
entirely out of the question, and supposing it were possible
to bring these scoundrels to justice without compromising
her safety, what good should we bring about?’
‘Hanging a few of them at least, in all probability,’ suggested the doctor, ‘and transporting the rest.’
‘Very good,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, smiling; ‘but no
doubt they will bring that about for themselves in the fulness of time, and if we step in to forestall them, it seems to
me that we shall be performing a very Quixotic act, in di488
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rect opposition to our own interest—or at least to Oliver’s,
which is the same thing.’
‘How?’ inquired the doctor.
‘Thus. It is quite clear that we shall have extreme difficulty in getting to the bottom of this mystery, unless we can
bring this man, Monks, upon his knees. That can only be
done by stratagem, and by catching him when he is not surrounded by these people. For, suppose he were apprehended,
we have no proof against him. He is not even (so far as we
know, or as the facts appear to us) concerned with the gang
in any of their robberies. If he were not discharged, it is very
unlikely that he could receive any further punishment than
being committed to prison as a rogue and vagabond; and
of course ever afterwards his mouth would be so obstinately closed that he might as well, for our purposes, be deaf,
dumb, blind, and an idiot.’
‘Then,’ said the doctor impetuously, ‘I put it to you again,
whether you think it reasonable that this promise to the girl
should be considered binding; a promise made with the
best and kindest intentions, but really—‘
‘Do not discuss the point, my dear young lady, pray,’ said
Mr. Brownlow, interrupting Rose as she was about to speak.
‘The promise shall be kept. I don’t think it will, in the slightest degree, interfere with our proceedings. But, before we
can resolve upon any precise course of action, it will be necessary to see the girl; to ascertain from her whether she will
point out this Monks, on the understanding that he is to be
dealt with by us, and not by the law; or, if she will not, or
cannot do that, to procure from her such an account of his
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

489

haunts and description of his person, as will enable us to
identify him. She cannot be seen until next Sunday night;
this is Tuesday. I would suggest that in the meantime, we
remain perfectly quiet, and keep these matters secret even
from Oliver himself.’
Although Mr. Loseberne received with many wry faces a
proposal involving a delay of five whole days, he was fain to
admit that no better course occurred to him just then; and
as both Rose and Mrs. Maylie sided very strongly with Mr.
Brownlow, that gentleman’s proposition was carried unanimously.
‘I should like,’ he said, ‘to call in the aid of my friend
Grimwig. He is a strange creature, but a shrewd one, and
might prove of material assistance to us; I should say that he
was bred a lawyer, and quitted the Bar in disgust because he
had only one brief and a motion of course, in twenty years,
though whether that is recommendation or not, you must
determine for yourselves.’
‘I have no objection to your calling in your friend if I may
call in mine,’ said the doctor.
‘We must put it to the vote,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, ‘who
may he be?’
‘That lady’s son, and this young lady’s—very old friend,’
said the doctor, motioning towards Mrs. Maylie, and concluding with an expressive glance at her niece.
Rose blushed deeply, but she did not make any audible
objection to this motion (possibly she felt in a hopeless
minority); and Harry Maylie and Mr. Grimwig were accordingly added to the committee.
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‘We stay in town, of course,’ said Mrs. Maylie, ‘while
there remains the slightest prospect of prosecuting this inquiry with a chance of success. I will spare neither trouble
nor expense in behalf of the object in which we are all so
deeply interested, and I am content to remain here, if it be
for twelve months, so long as you assure me that any hope
remains.’
‘Good!’ rejoined Mr. Brownlow. ‘And as I see on the faces about me, a disposition to inquire how it happened that
I was not in the way to corroborate Oliver’s tale, and had
so suddenly left the kingdom, let me stipulate that I shall
be asked no questions until such time as I may deem it expedient to forestall them by telling my own story. Believe
me, I make this request with good reason, for I might otherwise excite hopes destined never to be realised, and only
increase difficulties and disappointments already quite numerous enough. Come! Supper has been announced, and
young Oliver, who is all alone in the next room, will have
begun to think, by this time, that we have wearied of his
company, and entered into some dark conspiracy to thrust
him forth upon the world.’
With these words, the old gentleman gave his hand to
Mrs. Maylie, and escorted her into the supper-room. Mr.
Losberne followed, leading Rose; and the council was, for
the present, effectually broken up.
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CHAPTER XLII
AN OLD ACQUAINTANCE
OF OLIVER’S, EXHIBITING
DECIDED MARKS OF
GENIUS, BECOMES A
PUBLIC CHARACTER
IN THE METROPOLIS

U

pon the night when Nancy, having lulled Mr. Sikes
to sleep, hurried on her self-imposed mission to Rose
Maylie, there advanced towards London, by the Great North
Road, two persons, upon whom it is expedient that this history should bestow some attention.
They were a man and woman; or perhaps they would be
better described as a male and female: for the former was
one of those long-limbed, knock-kneed, shambling, bony
people, to whom it is difficult to assign any precise age,—
looking as they do, when they are yet boys, like undergrown
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men, and when they are almost men, like overgrown boys.
The woman was young, but of a robust and hardy make, as
she need have been to bear the weight of the heavy bundle
which was strapped to her back. Her companion was not
encumbered with much luggage, as there merely dangled
from a stick which he carried over his shoulder, a small parcel wrapped in a common handkerchief, and apparently
light enough. This circumstance, added to the length of his
legs, which were of unusual extent, enabled him with much
ease to keep some half-dozen paces in advance of his companion, to whom he occasionally turned with an impatient
jerk of the head: as if reproaching her tardiness, and urging
her to greater exertion.
Thus, they had toiled along the dusty road, taking little
heed of any object within sight, save when they stepped
aside to allow a wider passage for the mail-coaches which
were whirling out of town, until they passed through Highgate archway; when the foremost traveller stopped and
called impatiently to his companion,
‘Come on, can’t yer? What a lazybones yer are, Charlotte.’
‘It’s a heavy load, I can tell you,’ said the female, coming
up, almost breathless with fatigue.
‘Heavy! What are yer talking about? What are yer made
for?’ rejoined the male traveller, changing his own little
bundle as he spoke, to the other shoulder. ‘Oh, there yer are,
resting again!
Well, if yer ain’t enough to tire anybody’s patience out, I
don’t know what is!’
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‘Is it much farther?’ asked the woman, resting herself against a bank, and looking up with the perspiration
streaming from her face.
‘Much farther! Yer as good as there,’ said the long-legged
tramper, pointing out before him. ‘Look there! Those are
the lights of London.’
‘They’re a good two mile off, at least,’ said the woman despondingly.
‘Never mind whether they’re two mile off, or twenty,’ said
Noah Claypole; for he it was; ‘but get up and come on, or I’ll
kick yer, and so I give yer notice.’
As Noah’s red nose grew redder with anger, and as he
crossed the road while speaking, as if fully prepared to put
his threat into execution, the woman rose without any further remark, and trudged onward by his side.
‘Where do you mean to stop for the night, Noah?’ she
asked, after they had walked a few hundred yards.
‘How should I know?’ replied Noah, whose temper had
been considerably impaired by walking.
‘Near, I hope,’ said Charlotte.
‘No, not near,’ replied Mr. Claypole. ‘There! Not near; so
don’t think it.’
‘Why not?’
‘When I tell yer that I don’t mean to do a thing, that’s
enough, without any why or because either,’ replied Mr.
Claypole with dignity.
‘Well, you needn’t be so cross,’ said his companion.
‘A pretty thing it would be, wouldn’t it to go and stop at
the very first public-house outside the town, so that Sow494
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erberry, if he come up after us, might poke in his old nose,
and have us taken back in a cart with handcuffs on,’ said
Mr. Claypole in a jeering tone. ‘No! I shall go and lose myself among the narrowest streets I can find, and not stop
till we come to the very out-of-the-wayest house I can set
eyes on. ‘Cod, yer may thanks yer stars I’ve got a head; for
if we hadn’t gone, at first, the wrong road a purpose, and
come back across country, yer’d have been locked up hard
and fast a week ago, my lady. And serve yer right for being
a fool.’
‘I know I ain’t as cunning as you are,’ replied Charlotte;
‘but don’t put all the blame on me, and say I should have
been locked up. You would have been if I had been, any
way.’
‘Yer took the money from the till, yer know yer did,’ said
Mr. Claypole.
‘I took it for you, Noah, dear,’ rejoined Charlotte.
‘Did I keep it?’ asked Mr. Claypole.
‘No; you trusted in me, and let me carry it like a dear, and
so you are,’ said the lady, chucking him under the chin, and
drawing her arm through his.
This was indeed the case; but as it was not Mr. Claypole’s
habit to repose a blind and foolish confidence in anybody, it
should be observed, in justice to that gentleman, that he had
trusted Charlotte to this extent, in order that, if they were
pursued, the money might be found on her: which would
leave him an opportunity of asserting his innocence of any
theft, and would greatly facilitate his chances of escape. Of
course, he entered at this juncture, into no explanation of
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his motives, and they walked on very lovingly together.
In pursuance of this cautious plan, Mr. Claypole went
on, without halting, until he arrived at the Angel at Islington, where he wisely judged, from the crowd of passengers
and numbers of vehicles, that London began in earnest.
Just pausing to observe which appeared the most crowded
streets, and consequently the most to be avoided, he crossed
into Saint John’s Road, and was soon deep in the obscurity
of the intricate and dirty ways, which, lying between Gray’s
Inn Lane and Smithfield, render that part of the town one
of the lowest and worst that improvement has left in the
midst of London.
Through these streets, Noah Claypole walked, dragging Charlotte after him; now stepping into the kennel to
embrace at a glance the whole external character of some
small public-house; now jogging on again, as some fancied
appearance induced him to believe it too public for his purpose. At length, he stopped in front of one, more humble
in appearance and more dirty than any he had yet seen;
and, having crossed over and surveyed it from the opposite
pavement, graciously announced his intention of putting
up there, for the night.
‘So give us the bundle,’ said Noah, unstrapping it from
the woman’s shoulders, and slinging it over his own; ‘and
don’t yer speak, except when yer spoke to. What’s the name
of the house—t-h-r—three what?’
‘Cripples,’ said Charlotte.
‘Three Cripples,’ repeated Noah, ‘and a very good sign
too. Now, then! Keep close at my heels, and come along.’
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With these injunctions, he pushed the rattling door with
his shoulder, and entered the house, followed by his companion.
There was nobody in the bar but a young Jew, who, with
his two elbows on the counter, was reading a dirty newspaper. He stared very hard at Noah, and Noah stared very
hard at him.
If Noah had been attired in his charity-boy’s dress, there
might have been some reason for the Jew opening his eyes
so wide; but as he had discarded the coat and badge, and
wore a short smock-frock over his leathers, there seemed no
particular reason for his appearance exciting so much attention in a public-house.
‘Is this the Three Cripples?’ asked Noah.
‘That is the dabe of this ‘ouse,’ replied the Jew.
‘A gentleman we met on the road, coming up from the
country, recommended us here,’ said Noah, nudging Charlotte, perhaps to call her attention to this most ingenious
device for attracting respect, and perhaps to warn her to
betray no surprise. ‘We want to sleep here to-night.’
‘I’b dot certaid you cad,’ said Barney, who was the attendant sprite; ‘but I’ll idquire.’
‘Show us the tap, and give us a bit of cold meat and a drop
of beer while yer inquiring, will yer?’ said Noah.
Barney complied by ushering them into a small backroom, and setting the required viands before them; having
done which, he informed the travellers that they could be
lodged that night, and left the amiable couple to their refreshment.
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Now, this back-room was immediately behind the bar,
and some steps lower, so that any person connected with the
house, undrawing a small curtain which concealed a single
pane of glass fixed in the wall of the last-named apartment,
about five feet from its flooring, could not only look down
upon any guests in the back-room without any great hazard of being observed (the glass being in a dark angle of
the wall, between which and a large upright beam the observer had to thrust himself), but could, by applying his ear
to the partition, ascertain with tolerable distinctness, their
subject of conversation. The landlord of the house had not
withdrawn his eye from this place of espial for five minutes,
and Barney had only just returned from making the communication above related, when Fagin, in the course of his
evening’s business, came into the bar to inquire after some
of his young pupils.
‘Hush!’ said Barney: ‘stradegers id the next roob.’
‘Strangers!’ repeated the old man in a whisper.
‘Ah! Ad rub uds too,’ added Barney. ‘Frob the cuttry, but
subthig in your way, or I’b bistaked.’
Fagin appeared to receive this communication with
great interest.
Mounting a stool, he cautiously applied his eye to the
pane of glass, from which secret post he could see Mr. Claypole taking cold beef from the dish, and porter from the pot,
and administering homoepathic doses of both to Charlotte,
who sat patiently by, eating and drinking at his pleasure.
‘Aha!’ he whispered, looking round to Barney, ‘I like that
fellow’s looks. He’d be of use to us; he knows how to train
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the girl already. Don’t make as much noise as a mouse, my
dear, and let me hear ‘em talk—let me hear ‘em.’
He again applied his eye to the glass, and turning his ear
to the partition, listened attentively: with a subtle and eager
look upon his face, that might have appertained to some
old goblin.
‘So I mean to be a gentleman,’ said Mr. Claypole, kicking
out his legs, and continuing a conversation, the commencement of which Fagin had arrived too late to hear. ‘No more
jolly old coffins, Charlotte, but a gentleman’s life for me:
and, if yer like, yer shall be a lady.’
‘I should like that well enough, dear,’ replied Charlotte;
‘but tills ain’t to be emptied every day, and people to get
clear off after it.’
‘Tills be blowed!’ said Mr. Claypole; ‘there’s more things
besides tills to be emptied.’
‘What do you mean?’ asked his companion.
‘Pockets, women’s ridicules, houses, mail-coaches, banks!’
said Mr. Claypole, rising with the porter.
‘But you can’t do all that, dear,’ said Charlotte.
‘I shall look out to get into company with them as can,’
replied Noah. ‘They’ll be able to make us useful some way
or another. Why, you yourself are worth fifty women; I never see such a precious sly and deceitful creetur as yer can be
when I let yer.’
‘Lor, how nice it is to hear yer say so!’ exclaimed Charlotte, imprinting a kiss upon his ugly face.
‘There, that’ll do: don’t yer be too affectionate, in case I’m
cross with yer,’ said Noah, disengaging himself with great
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gravity. ‘I should like to be the captain of some band, and
have the whopping of ‘em, and follering ‘em about, unbeknown to themselves. That would suit me, if there was good
profit; and if we could only get in with some gentleman of
this sort, I say it would be cheap at that twenty-pound note
you’ve got,—especially as we don’t very well know how to
get rid of it ourselves.’
After expressing this opinion, Mr. Claypole looked into
the porter-pot with an aspect of deep wisdom; and having
well shaken its contents, nodded condescendingly to Charlotte, and took a draught, wherewith he appeared greatly
refreshed. He was meditating another, when the sudden
opening of the door, and the appearance of a stranger, interrupted him.
The stranger was Mr. Fagin. And very amiable he looked,
and a very low bow he made, as he advanced, and setting
himself down at the nearest table, ordered something to
drink of the grinning Barney.
‘A pleasant night, sir, but cool for the time of year,’ said
Fagin, rubbing his hands. ‘From the country, I see, sir?’
‘How do yer see that?’ asked Noah Claypole.
‘We have not so much dust as that in London,’ replied Fagin, pointing from Noah’s shoes to those of his companion,
and from them to the two bundles.
‘Yer a sharp feller,’ said Noah. ‘Ha! ha! only hear that,
Charlotte!’
‘Why, one need be sharp in this town, my dear,’ replied
the Jew, sinking his voice to a confidential whisper; ‘and
that’s the truth.’
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Fagin followed up this remark by striking the side of his
nose with his right forefinger,—a gesture which Noah attempted to imitate, though not with complete success, in
consequence of his own nose not being large enough for
the purpose. However, Mr. Fagin seemed to interpret the
endeavour as expressing a perfect coincidence with his
opinion, and put about the liquor which Barney reappeared
with, in a very friendly manner.
‘Good stuff that,’ observed Mr. Claypole, smacking his
lips.
‘Dear!’ said Fagin. ‘A man need be always emptying a till,
or a pocket, or a woman’s reticule, or a house, or a mailcoach, or a bank, if he drinks it regularly.’
Mr. Claypole no sooner heard this extract from his own
remarks than he fell back in his chair, and looked from the
Jew to Charlotte with a countenance of ashy palences and
excessive terror.
‘Don’t mind me, my dear,’ said Fagin, drawing his chair
closer. ‘Ha! ha! it was lucky it was only me that heard you by
chance. It was very lucky it was only me.’
‘I didn’t take it,’ stammered Noah, no longer stretching out his legs like an independent gentleman, but coiling
them up as well as he could under his chair; ‘it was all her
doing; yer’ve got it now, Charlotte, yer know yer have.’
‘No matter who’s got it, or who did it, my dear,’ replied
Fagin, glancing, nevertheless, with a hawk’s eye at the girl
and the two bundles. ‘I’m in that way myself, and I like you
for it.’
‘In what way?’ asked Mr. Claypole, a little recovering.
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‘In that way of business,’ rejoined Fagin; ‘and so are the
people of the house. You’ve hit the right nail upon the head,
and are as safe here as you could be. There is not a safer
place in all this town than is the Cripples; that is, when I
like to make it so. And I have taken a fancy to you and the
young woman; so I’ve said the word, and you may make
your minds easy.’
Noah Claypole’s mind might have been at ease after this
assurance, but his body certainly was not; for he shuffled
and writhed about, into various uncouth positions: eyeing
his new friend meanwhile with mingled fear and suspicion.
‘I’ll tell you more,’ said Fagin, after he had reassured the
girl, by dint of friendly nods and muttered encouragements.
‘I have got a friend that I think can gratify your darling wish,
and put you in the right way, where you can take whatever
department of the business you think will suit you best at
first, and be taught all the others.’
‘Yer speak as if yer were in earnest,’ replied Noah.
‘What advantage would it be to me to be anything else?’
inquired Fagin, shrugging his shoulders. ‘Here! Let me have
a word with you outside.’
‘There’s no occasion to trouble ourselves to move,’ said
Noah, getting his legs by gradual degrees abroad again.
‘She’ll take the luggage upstairs the while. Charlotte, see to
them bundles.’
This mandate, which had been delivered with great majesty, was obeyed without the slightest demur; and Charlotte
made the best of her way off with the packages while Noah
held the door open and watched her out.
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‘She’s kept tolerably well under, ain’t she?’ he asked as he
resumed his seat: in the tone of a keeper who had tamed
some wild animal.
‘Quite perfect,’ rejoined Fagin, clapping him on the
shoulder. ‘You’re a genius, my dear.’
‘Why, I suppose if I wasn’t, I shouldn’t be here,’ replied
Noah. ‘But, I say, she’ll be back if yer lose time.’
‘Now, what do you think?’ said Fagin. ‘If you was to like
my friend, could you do better than join him?’
‘Is he in a good way of business; that’s where it is!’ responded Noah, winking one of his little eyes.
‘The top of the tree; employs a power of hands; has the
very best society in the profession.’
‘Regular town-maders?’ asked Mr. Claypole.
‘Not a countryman among ‘em; and I don’t think he’d
take you, even on my recommendation, if he didn’t run
rather short of assistants just now,’ replied Fagin.
‘Should I have to hand over?’ said Noah, slapping his
breeches-pocket.
‘It couldn’t possibly be done without,’ replied Fagin, in a
most decided manner.
‘Twenty pound, though—it’s a lot of money!’
‘Not when it’s in a note you can’t get rid of,’ retorted Fagin. ‘Number and date taken, I suppose? Payment stopped
at the Bank? Ah! It’s not worth much to him. It’ll have to go
abroad, and he couldn’t sell it for a great deal in the market.’
‘When could I see him?’ asked Noah doubtfully.
‘To-morrow morning.’
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‘Where?’
‘Here.’
‘Um!’ said Noah. ‘What’s the wages?’
‘Live like a gentleman—board and lodging, pipes and
spirits free—half of all you earn, and half of all the young
woman earns,’ replied Mr. Fagin.
Whether Noah Claypole, whose rapacity was none of
the least comprehensive, would have acceded even to these
glowing terms, had he been a perfectly free agent, is very
doubtful; but as he recollected that, in the event of his refusal, it was in the power of his new acquaintance to give him
up to justice immediately (and more unlikely things had
come to pass), he gradually relented, and said he thought
that would suit him.
‘But, yer see,’ observed Noah, ‘as she will be able to do a
good deal, I should like to take something very light.’
‘A little fancy work?’ suggested Fagin.
‘Ah! something of that sort,’ replied Noah. ‘What do you
think would suit me now? Something not too trying for the
strength, and not very dangerous, you know. That’s the sort
of thing!’
‘I heard you talk of something in the spy way upon the
others, my dear,’ said Fagin. ‘My friend wants somebody
who would do that well, very much.’
‘Why, I did mention that, and I shouldn’t mind turning
my hand to it sometimes,’ rejoined Mr. Claypole slowly;
‘but it wouldn’t pay by itself, you know.’
‘That’s true!’ observed the Jew, ruminating or pretending
to ruminate. ‘No, it might not.’
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‘What do you think, then?’ asked Noah, anxiously regarding him. ‘Something in the sneaking way, where it was
pretty sure work, and not much more risk than being at
home.’
‘What do you think of the old ladies?’ asked Fagin.
‘There’s a good deal of money made in snatching their bags
and parcels, and running round the corner.’
‘Don’t they holler out a good deal, and scratch sometimes?’
asked Noah, shaking his head. ‘I don’t think that would answer my purpose. Ain’t there any other line open?’
‘Stop!’ said Fagin, laying his hand on Noah’s knee. ‘The
kinchin lay.’
‘The kinchins, my dear,’ said Fagin, ‘is the young children that’s sent on errands by their mothers, with sixpences
and shillings; and the lay is just to take their money away—
they’ve always got it ready in their hands,—then knock ‘em
into the kennel, and walk off very slow, as if there were
nothing else the matter but a child fallen down and hurt
itself. Ha! ha! ha!’
‘Ha! ha!’ roared Mr. Claypole, kicking up his legs in an
ecstasy.
‘Lord, that’s the very thing!’
‘To be sure it is,’ replied Fagin; ‘and you can have a few
good beats chalked out in Camden Town, and Battle Bridge,
and neighborhoods like that, where they’re always going errands; and you can upset as many kinchins as you want, any
hour in the day. Ha! ha! ha!’
With this, Fagin poked Mr. Claypole in the side, and they
joined in a burst of laughter both long and loud.
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‘Well, that’s all right!’ said Noah, when he had recovered
himself, and Charlotte had returned. ‘What time to-morrow shall we say?’
‘Will ten do?’ asked Fagin, adding, as Mr. Claypole nodded assent, ‘What name shall I tell my good friend.’
‘Mr. Bolter,’ replied Noah, who had prepared himself for
such emergency. ‘Mr. Morris Bolter. This is Mrs. Bolter.’
‘Mrs. Bolter’s humble servant,’ said Fagin, bowing with
grotesque politeness. ‘I hope I shall know her better very
shortly.’
‘Do you hear the gentleman, Charlotte?’ thundered Mr.
Claypole.
‘Yes, Noah, dear!’ replied Mrs. Bolter, extending her
hand.
‘She calls me Noah, as a sort of fond way of talking,’ said
Mr. Morris Bolter, late Claypole, turning to Fagin. ‘You understand?’
‘Oh yes, I understand—perfectly,’ replied Fagin, telling
the truth for once. ‘Good-night! Good-night!’
With many adieus and good wishes, Mr. Fagin went his
way. Noah Claypole, bespeaking his good lady’s attention,
proceeded to enlighten her relative to the arrangement he
had made, with all that haughtiness and air of superiority, becoming, not only a member of the sterner sex, but a
gentleman who appreciated the dignity of a special appointment on the kinchin lay, in London and its vicinity.
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CHAPTER XLIII
WHEREIN IS SHOWN HOW
THE ARTFUL DODGER
GOT INTO TROUBLE

‘A

nd so it was you that was your own friend, was it?’ asked
Mr. Claypole, otherwise Bolter, when, by virtue of the
compact entered into between them, he had removed next
day to Fagin’s house. ‘’Cod, I thought as much last night!’
‘Every man’s his own friend, my dear,’ replied Fagin, with
his most insinuating grin. ‘He hasn’t as good a one as himself anywhere.’
‘Except sometimes,’ replied Morris Bolter, assuming the
air of a man of the world. ‘Some people are nobody’s enemies but their own, yer know.’
‘Don’t believe that,’ said Fagin. ‘When a man’s his own
enemy, it’s only because he’s too much his own friend; not
because he’s careful for everybody but himself. Pooh! pooh!
There ain’t such a thing in nature.’
‘There oughn’t to be, if there is,’ replied Mr. Bolter.
‘That stands to reason. Some conjurers say that number
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three is the magic number, and some say number seven. It’s
neither, my friend, neither. It’s number one.
‘Ha! ha!’ cried Mr. Bolter. ‘Number one for ever.’
‘In a little community like ours, my dear,’ said Fagin, who
felt it necessary to qualify this position, ‘we have a general
number one, without considering me too as the same, and
all the other young people.’
‘Oh, the devil!’ exclaimed Mr. Bolter.
‘You see,’ pursued Fagin, affecting to disregard this interruption, ‘we are so mixed up together, and identified in our
interests, that it must be so. For instance, it’s your object to
take care of number one—meaning yourself.’
‘Certainly,’ replied Mr. Bolter. ‘Yer about right there.’
‘Well! You can’t take care of yourself, number one, without taking care of me, number one.’
‘Number two, you mean,’ said Mr. Bolter, who was largely endowed with the quality of selfishness.
‘No, I don’t!’ retorted Fagin. ‘I’m of the same importance
to you, as you are to yourself.’
‘I say,’ interrupted Mr. Bolter, ‘yer a very nice man, and
I’m very fond of yer; but we ain’t quite so thick together, as
all that comes to.’
‘Only think,’ said Fagin, shrugging his shoulders, and
stretching out his hands; ‘only consider. You’ve done what’s
a very pretty thing, and what I love you for doing; but what
at the same time would put the cravat round your throat,
that’s so very easily tied and so very difficult to unloose—in
plain English, the halter!’
Mr. Bolter put his hand to his neckerchief, as if he felt it
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inconveniently tight; and murmured an assent, qualified in
tone but not in substance.
‘The gallows,’ continued Fagin, ‘the gallows, my dear, is
an ugly finger-post, which points out a very short and sharp
turning that has stopped many a bold fellow’s career on the
broad highway. To keep in the easy road, and keep it at a
distance, is object number one with you.’
‘Of course it is,’ replied Mr. Bolter. ‘What do yer talk
about such things for?’
‘Only to show you my meaning clearly,’ said the Jew, raising his eyebrows. ‘To be able to do that, you depend upon
me. To keep my little business all snug, I depend upon you.
The first is your number one, the second my number one.
The more you value your number one, the more careful you
must be of mine; so we come at last to what I told you at
first—that a regard for number one holds us all together,
and must do so, unless we would all go to pieces in company.’
‘That’s true,’ rejoined Mr. Bolter, thoughtfully. ‘Oh! yer a
cunning old codger!’
Mr. Fagin saw, with delight, that this tribute to his
powers was no mere compliment, but that he had really impressed his recruit with a sense of his wily genius, which
it was most important that he should entertain in the outset of their acquaintance. To strengthen an impression so
desirable and useful, he followed up the blow by acquainting him, in some detail, with the magnitude and extent of
his operations; blending truth and fiction together, as best
served his purpose; and bringing both to bear, with so much
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

509

art, that Mr. Bolter’s respect visibly increased, and became
tempered, at the same time, with a degree of wholesome
fear, which it was highly desirable to awaken.
‘It’s this mutual trust we have in each other that consoles
me under heavy losses,’ said Fagin. ‘My best hand was taken
from me, yesterday morning.’
‘You don’t mean to say he died?’ cried Mr. Bolter.
‘No, no,’ replied Fagin, ‘not so bad as that. Not quite so
bad.’
‘What, I suppose he was—‘
‘Wanted,’ interposed Fagin. ‘Yes, he was wanted.’
‘Very particular?’ inquired Mr. Bolter.
‘No,’ replied Fagin, ‘not very. He was charged with attempting to pick a pocket, and they found a silver snuff-box
on him,—his own, my dear, his own, for he took snuff himself, and was very fond of it. They remanded him till to-day,
for they thought they knew the owner. Ah! he was worth fifty boxes, and I’d give the price of as many to have him back.
You should have known the Dodger, my dear; you should
have known the Dodger.’
‘Well, but I shall know him, I hope; don’t yer think so?’
said Mr. Bolter.
‘I’m doubtful about it,’ replied Fagin, with a sigh. ‘If they
don’t get any fresh evidence, it’ll only be a summary conviction, and we shall have him back again after six weeks or
so; but, if they do, it’s a case of lagging. They know what a
clever lad he is; he’ll be a lifer. They’ll make the Artful nothing less than a lifer.’
‘What do you mean by lagging and a lifer?’ demanded
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Mr. Bolter. ‘What’s the good of talking in that way to me;
why don’t yer speak so as I can understand yer?’
Fagin was about to translate these mysterious expressions into the vulgar tongue; and, being interpreted, Mr.
Bolter would have been informed that they represented that
combination of words, ‘transportation for life,’ when the dialogue was cut short by the entry of Master Bates, with his
hands in his breeches-pockets, and his face twisted into a
look of semi-comical woe.
‘It’s all up, Fagin,’ said Charley, when he and his new
companion had been made known to each other.
‘What do you mean?’
‘They’ve found the gentleman as owns the box; two or
three more’s a coming to ‘dentify him; and the Artful’s
booked for a passage out,’ replied Master Bates. ‘I must
have a full suit of mourning, Fagin, and a hatband, to
wisit him in, afore he sets out upon his travels. To think
of Jack Dawkins—lummy Jack—the Dodger—the Artful
Dodger—going abroad for a common twopenny-halfpenny sneeze-box! I never thought he’d a done it under a gold
watch, chain, and seals, at the lowest. Oh, why didn’t he rob
some rich old gentleman of all his walables, and go out as a
gentleman, and not like a common prig, without no honour
nor glory!’
With this expression of feeling for his unfortunate friend,
Master Bates sat himself on the nearest chair with an aspect
of chagrin and despondency.
‘What do you talk about his having neither honour nor
glory for!’ exclaimed Fagin, darting an angry look at his
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pupil. ‘Wasn’t he always the top-sawyer among you all! Is
there one of you that could touch him or come near him on
any scent! Eh?’
‘Not one,’ replied Master Bates, in a voice rendered husky
by regret; ‘not one.’
‘Then what do you talk of?’ replied Fagin angrily; ‘what
are you blubbering for?’
‘’Cause it isn’t on the rec-ord, is it?’ said Charley, chafed
into perfect defiance of his venerable friend by the current
of his regrets; ‘’cause it can’t come out in the ‘dictment;
‘cause nobody will never know half of what he was. How
will he stand in the Newgate Calendar? P’raps not be there
at all. Oh, my eye, my eye, wot a blow it is!’
‘Ha! ha!’ cried Fagin, extending his right hand, and turning to Mr. Bolter in a fit of chuckling which shook him as
though he had the palsy; ‘see what a pride they take in their
profession, my dear. Ain’t it beautiful?’
Mr. Bolter nodded assent, and Fagin, after contemplating the grief of Charley Bates for some seconds with evident
satisfaction, stepped up to that young gentleman and patted
him on the shoulder.
‘Never mind, Charley,’ said Fagin soothingly; ‘it’ll come
out, it’ll be sure to come out. They’ll all know what a clever
fellow he was; he’ll show it himself, and not disgrace his old
pals and teachers. Think how young he is too! What a distinction, Charley, to be lagged at his time of life!’
‘Well, it is a honour that is!’ said Charley, a little consoled.
‘He shall have all he wants,’ continued the Jew. ‘He shall
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be kept in the Stone Jug, Charley, like a gentleman. Like
a gentleman! With his beer every day, and money in his
pocket to pitch and toss with, if he can’t spend it.’
‘No, shall he though?’ cried Charley Bates.
‘Ay, that he shall,’ replied Fagin, ‘and we’ll have a big-wig,
Charley: one that’s got the greatest gift of the gab: to carry
on his defence; and he shall make a speech for himself too,
if he likes; and we’ll read it all in the papers—‘Artful Dodger—shrieks of laughter—here the court was convulsed’—eh,
Charley, eh?’
‘Ha! ha! laughed Master Bates, ‘what a lark that would be,
wouldn’t it, Fagin? I say, how the Artful would bother ‘em
wouldn’t he?’
‘Would!’ cried Fagin. ‘He shall—he will!’
‘Ah, to be sure, so he will,’ repeated Charley, rubbing his
hands.
‘I think I see him now,’ cried the Jew, bending his eyes
upon his pupil.
‘So do I,’ cried Charley Bates. ‘Ha! ha! ha! so do I. I see it
all afore me, upon my soul I do, Fagin. What a game! What
a regular game! All the big-wigs trying to look solemn, and
Jack Dawkins addressing of ‘em as intimate and comfortable as if he was the judge’s own son making a speech arter
dinner—ha! ha! ha!’
In fact, Mr. Fagin had so well humoured his young
friend’s eccentric disposition, that Master Bates, who had at
first been disposed to consider the imprisoned Dodger rather in the light of a victim, now looked upon him as the chief
actor in a scene of most uncommon and exquisite humour,
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and felt quite impatient for the arrival of the time when his
old companion should have so favourable an opportunity of
displaying his abilities.
‘We must know how he gets on to-day, by some handy
means or other,’ said Fagin. ‘Let me think.’
‘Shall I go?’ asked Charley.
‘Not for the world,’ replied Fagin. ‘Are you mad, my dear,
stark mad, that you’d walk into the very place where—No,
Charley, no. One is enough to lose at a time.’
‘You don’t mean to go yourself, I suppose?’ said Charley
with a humorous leer.
‘That wouldn’t quite fit,’ replied Fagin shaking his head.
‘Then why don’t you send this new cove?’ asked Master Bates, laying his hand on Noah’s arm. ‘Nobody knows
him.’
‘Why, if he didn’t mind—‘ observed Fagin.
‘Mind!’ interposed Charley. ‘What should he have to
mind?’
‘Really nothing, my dear,’ said Fagin, turning to Mr. Bolter, ‘really nothing.’
‘Oh, I dare say about that, yer know,’ observed Noah,
backing towards the door, and shaking his head with a kind
of sober alarm. ‘No, no—none of that. It’s not in my department, that ain’t.’
‘Wot department has he got, Fagin?’ inquired Master
Bates, surveying Noah’s lank form with much disgust. ‘The
cutting away when there’s anything wrong, and the eating all the wittles when there’s everything right; is that his
branch?’
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‘Never mind,’ retorted Mr. Bolter; ‘and don’t yer take liberties with yer superiors, little boy, or yer’ll find yerself in
the wrong shop.’
Master Bates laughed so vehemently at this magnificent
threat, that it was some time before Fagin could interpose,
and represent to Mr. Bolter that he incurred no possible
danger in visiting the police-office; that, inasmuch as no account of the little affair in which he had engaged, nor any
description of his person, had yet been forwarded to the
metropolis, it was very probable that he was not even suspected of having resorted to it for shelter; and that, if he
were properly disguised, it would be as safe a spot for him to
visit as any in London, inasmuch as it would be, of all places,
the very last, to which he could be supposed likely to resort
of his own free will.
Persuaded, in part, by these representations, but overborne in a much greater degree by his fear of Fagin, Mr.
Bolter at length consented, with a very bad grace, to undertake the expedition. By Fagin’s directions, he immediately
substituted for his own attire, a waggoner’s frock, velveteen
breeches, and leather leggings: all of which articles the Jew
had at hand. He was likewise furnished with a felt hat well
garnished with turnpike tickets; and a carter’s whip. Thus
equipped, he was to saunter into the office, as some country fellow from Covent Garden market might be supposed
to do for the gratification of his curiousity; and as he was
as awkward, ungainly, and raw-boned a fellow as need be,
Mr. Fagin had no fear but that he would look the part to
perfection.
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These arrangements completed, he was informed of the
necessary signs and tokens by which to recognise the Artful
Dodger, and was conveyed by Master Bates through dark
and winding ways to within a very short distance of Bow
Street. Having described the precise situation of the office,
and accompanied it with copious directions how he was to
walk straight up the passage, and when he got into the side,
and pull off his hat as he went into the room, Charley Bates
bade him hurry on alone, and promised to bide his return
on the spot of their parting.
Noah Claypole, or Morris Bolter as the reader pleases, punctually followed the directions he had received,
which—Master Bates being pretty well acquainted with the
locality—were so exact that he was enabled to gain the magisterial presence without asking any question, or meeting
with any interruption by the way.
He found himself jostled among a crowd of people, chiefly
women, who were huddled together in a dirty frowsy room,
at the upper end of which was a raised platform railed off
from the rest, with a dock for the prisoners on the left hand
against the wall, a box for the witnesses in the middle, and a
desk for the magistrates on the right; the awful locality last
named, being screened off by a partition which concealed
the bench from the common gaze, and left the vulgar to
imagine (if they could) the full majesty of justice.
There were only a couple of women in the dock, who
were nodding to their admiring friends, while the clerk
read some depositions to a couple of policemen and a man
in plain clothes who leant over the table. A jailer stood re516
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clining against the dock-rail, tapping his nose listlessly with
a large key, except when he repressed an undue tendency to
conversation among the idlers, by proclaiming silence; or
looked sternly up to bid some woman ‘Take that baby out,’
when the gravity of justice was disturbed by feeble cries,
half-smothered in the mother’s shawl, from some meagre
infant. The room smelt close and unwholesome; the walls
were dirt-discoloured; and the ceiling blackened. There was
an old smoky bust over the mantel-shelf, and a dusty clock
above the dock—the only thing present, that seemed to go
on as it ought; for depravity, or poverty, or an habitual acquaintance with both, had left a taint on all the animate
matter, hardly less unpleasant than the thick greasy scum
on every inaminate object that frowned upon it.
Noah looked eagerly about him for the Dodger; but although there were several women who would have done
very well for that distinguished character’s mother or sister,
and more than one man who might be supposed to bear a
strong resemblance to his father, nobody at all answering
the description given him of Mr. Dawkins was to be seen.
He waited in a state of much suspense and uncertainty until
the women, being committed for trial, went flaunting out;
and then was quickly relieved by the appearance of another
prisoner who he felt at once could be no other than the object of his visit.
It was indeed Mr. Dawkins, who, shuffling into the office
with the big coat sleeves tucked up as usual, his left hand in
his pocket, and his hat in his right hand, preceded the jailer,
with a rolling gait altogether indescribable, and, taking his
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place in the dock, requested in an audible voice to know
what he was placed in that ‘ere disgraceful sitivation for.
‘Hold your tongue, will you?’ said the jailer.
‘I’m an Englishman, ain’t I?’ rejoined the Dodger. ‘Where
are my priwileges?’
‘You’ll get your privileges soon enough,’ retorted the jailer, ‘and pepper with ‘em.’
‘We’ll see wot the Secretary of State for the Home Affairs
has got to say to the beaks, if I don’t,’ replied Mr. Dawkins.
‘Now then! Wot is this here business? I shall thank the
madg’strates to dispose of this here little affair, and not to
keep me while they read the paper, for I’ve got an appointment with a genelman in the City, and as I am a man of my
word and wery punctual in business matters, he’ll go away
if I ain’t there to my time, and then pr’aps ther won’t be an
action for damage against them as kep me away. Oh no, certainly not!’
At this point, the Dodger, with a show of being very
particular with a view to proceedings to be had thereafter,
desired the jailer to communicate ‘the names of them two
files as was on the bench.’ Which so tickled the spectators,
that they laughed almost as heartily as Master Bates could
have done if he had heard the request.
‘Silence there!’ cried the jailer.
‘What is this?’ inquired one of the magistrates.
‘A pick-pocketing case, your worship.’
‘Has the boy ever been here before?’
‘He ought to have been, a many times,’ replied the jailer.
‘He has been pretty well everywhere else. I know him well,
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your worship.’
‘Oh! you know me, do you?’ cried the Artful, making a
note of the statement. ‘Wery good. That’s a case of deformation of character, any way.’
Here there was another laugh, and another cry of silence.
‘Now then, where are the witnesses?’ said the clerk.
‘Ah! that’s right,’ added the Dodger. ‘Where are they? I
should like to see ‘em.’
This wish was immediately gratified, for a policeman
stepped forward who had seen the prisoner attempt the
pocket of an unknown gentleman in a crowd, and indeed
take a handkerchief therefrom, which, being a very old one,
he deliberately put back again, after trying in on his own
countenance. For this reason, he took the Dodger into custody as soon as he could get near him, and the said Dodger,
being searched, had upon his person a silver snuff-box, with
the owner’s name engraved upon the lid. This gentleman
had been discovered on reference to the Court Guide, and
being then and there present, swore that the snuff-box was
his, and that he had missed it on the previous day, the moment he had disengaged himself from the crowd before
referred to. He had also remarked a young gentleman in the
throng, particularly active in making his way about, and
that young gentleman was the prisoner before him.
‘Have you anything to ask this witness, boy?’ said the
magistrate.
‘I wouldn’t abase myself by descending to hold no conversation with him’ replied the Dodger.
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‘Have you anything to say at all?’
‘Do you hear his worship ask if you’ve anything to say?’
inquired the jailer, nudging the silent Dodger with his elbow.
‘I beg your pardon,’ said the Dodger, looking up with
an air of abstraction. ‘Did you redress yourself to me, my
man?’
‘I never see such an out-and-out young wagabond, your
worship,’ observed the officer with a grin. ‘Do you mean to
say anything, you young shaver?’
‘No,’ replied the Dodger, ‘not here, for this ain’t the shop
for justice: besides which, my attorney is a-breakfasting this
morning with the Wice President of the House of Commons; but I shall have something to say elsewhere, and so
will he, and so will a wery numerous and ‘spectable circle of
acquaintance as’ll make them beaks wish they’d never been
born, or that they’d got their footmen to hang ‘em up to
their own hat-pegs, afore they let ‘em come out this morning to try it on upon me. I’ll—‘
‘There! He’s fully committed!’ interposed the clerk. ‘Take
him away.’
‘Come on,’ said the jailer.
‘Oh ah! I’ll come on,’ replied the Dodger, brushing his
hat with the palm of his hand. ‘Ah! (to the Bench) it’s no
use your looking frightened; I won’t show you no mercy,
not a ha’porth of it. YOU’LL pay for this, my fine fellers. I
wouldn’t be you for something! I wouldn’t go free, now, if
you was to fall down on your knees and ask me. Here, carry
me off to prison! Take me away!’
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With these last words, the Dodger suffered himself to be
led off by the collar; threatening, till he got into the yard, to
make a parliamentary business of it; and then grinning in
the officer’s face, with great glee and self-approval.
Having seen him locked up by himself in a little cell,
Noah made the best of his way back to where he had left
Master Bates. After waiting here some time, he was joined
by that young gentleman, who had prudently abstained
from showing himself until he had looked carefully abroad
from a snug retreat, and ascertained that his new friend had
not been followed by any impertinent person.
The two hastened back together, to bear to Mr. Fagin the
animating news that the Dodger was doing full justice to
his bringing-up, and establishing for himself a glorious reputation.

Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

521

CHAPTER XLIV
THE TIME ARRIVES FOR
NANCY TO REDEEM
HER PLEDGE TO ROSE
MAYLIE. SHE FAILS.

A

dept as she was, in all the arts of cunning and dissimulation, the girl Nancy could not wholly conceal the effect
which the knowledge of the step she had taken, wrought
upon her mind. She remembered that both the crafty Jew
and the brutal Sikes had confided to her schemes, which
had been hidden from all others: in the full confidence that
she was trustworthy and beyond the reach of their suspicion. Vile as those schemes were, desperate as were their
originators, and bitter as were her feelings towards Fagin,
who had led her, step by step, deeper and deeper down into
an abyss of crime and misery, whence was no escape; still,
there were times when, even towards him, she felt some relenting, lest her disclosure should bring him within the iron
grasp he had so long eluded, and he should fall at last—rich-

522

Oliver Twist

ly as he merited such a fate—by her hand.
But, these were the mere wanderings of a mind unwholly to detach itself from old companions and associations,
though enabled to fix itself steadily on one object, and resolved not to be turned aside by any consideration. Her fears
for Sikes would have been more powerful inducements to
recoil while there was yet time; but she had stipulated that
her secret should be rigidly kept, she had dropped no clue
which could lead to his discovery, she had refused, even for
his sake, a refuge from all the guilt and wretchedness that
encompasses her—and what more could she do! She was
resolved.
Though all her mental struggles terminated in this conclusion, they forced themselves upon her, again and again,
and left their traces too. She grew pale and thin, even within
a few days. At times, she took no heed of what was passing before her, or no part in conversations where once, she
would have been the loudest. At other times, she laughed
without merriment, and was noisy without a moment afterwards—she sat silent and dejected, brooding with her head
upon her hands, while the very effort by which she roused
herself, told, more forcibly than even these indications, that
she was ill at ease, and that her thoughts were occupied with
matters very different and distant from those in the course
of discussion by her companions.
It was Sunday night, and the bell of the nearest church
struck the hour. Sikes and the Jew were talking, but they
paused to listen. The girl looked up from the low seat on
which she crouched, and listened too. Eleven.
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‘An hour this side of midnight,’ said Sikes, raising the
blind to look out and returning to his seat. ‘Dark and heavy
it is too. A good night for business this.’
‘Ah!’ replied Fagin. ‘What a pity, Bill, my dear, that there’s
none quite ready to be done.’
‘You’re right for once,’ replied Sikes gruffly. ‘It is a pity, for
I’m in the humour too.’
Fagin sighed, and shook his head despondingly.
‘We must make up for lost time when we’ve got things
into a good train. That’s all I know,’ said Sikes.
‘That’s the way to talk, my dear,’ replied Fagin, venturing
to pat him on the shoulder. ‘It does me good to hear you.’
‘Does you good, does it!’ cried Sikes. ‘Well, so be it.’
‘Ha! ha! ha!’ laughed Fagin, as if he were relieved by even
this concession. ‘You’re like yourself to-night, Bill. Quite
like yourself.’
‘I don’t feel like myself when you lay that withered old
claw on my shoulder, so take it away,’ said Sikes, casting off
the Jew’s hand.
‘It make you nervous, Bill,—reminds you of being nabbed,
does it?’ said Fagin, determined not to be offended.
‘Reminds me of being nabbed by the devil,’ returned
Sikes. ‘There never was another man with such a face as
yours, unless it was your father, and I suppose HE is singeing his grizzled red beard by this time, unless you came
straight from the old ‘un without any father at all betwixt
you; which I shouldn’t wonder at, a bit.’
Fagin offered no reply to this compliment: but, pulling
Sikes by the sleeve, pointed his finger towards Nancy, who
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had taken advantage of the foregoing conversation to put on
her bonnet, and was now leaving the room.
‘Hallo!’ cried Sikes. ‘Nance. Where’s the gal going to at
this time of night?’
‘Not far.’
‘What answer’s that?’ retorted Sikes. ‘Do you hear me?’
‘I don’t know where,’ replied the girl.
‘Then I do,’ said Sikes, more in the spirit of obstinacy
than because he had any real objection to the girl going
where she listed. ‘Nowhere. Sit down.’
‘I’m not well. I told you that before,’ rejoined the girl. ‘I
want a breath of air.’
‘Put your head out of the winder,’ replied Sikes.
‘There’s not enough there,’ said the girl. ‘I want it in the
street.’
‘Then you won’t have it,’ replied Sikes. With which assurance he rose, locked the door, took the key out, and pulling
her bonnet from her head, flung it up to the top of an old
press. ‘There,’ said the robber. ‘Now stop quietly where you
are, will you?’
‘It’s not such a matter as a bonnet would keep me,’ said
the girl turning very pale. ‘What do you mean, Bill? Do you
know what you’re doing?’
‘Know what I’m—Oh!’ cried Sikes, turning to Fagin,
‘she’s out of her senses, you know, or she daren’t talk to me
in that way.’
‘You’ll drive me on the something desperate,’ muttered
the girl placing both hands upon her breast, as though to
keep down by force some violent outbreak. ‘Let me go, will
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you,—this minute—this instant.’
‘No!’ said Sikes.
‘Tell him to let me go, Fagin. He had better. It’ll be better
for him. Do you hear me?’ cried Nancy stamping her foot
upon the ground.
‘Hear you!’ repeated Sikes turning round in his chair to
confront her. ‘Aye! And if I hear you for half a minute longer, the dog shall have such a grip on your throat as’ll tear
some of that screaming voice out. Wot has come over you,
you jade! Wot is it?’
‘Let me go,’ said the girl with great earnestness; then sitting herself down on the floor, before the door, she said, ‘Bill,
let me go; you don’t know what you are doing. You don’t, indeed. For only one hour—do—do!’
‘Cut my limbs off one by one!’ cried Sikes, seizing her
roughly by the arm, ‘If I don’t think the gal’s stark raving
mad. Get up.’
‘Not till you let me go—not till you let me go—Never—
never!’ screamed the girl. Sikes looked on, for a minute,
watching his opportunity, and suddenly pinioning her
hands dragged her, struggling and wrestling with him by
the way, into a small room adjoining, where he sat himself
on a bench, and thrusting her into a chair, held her down
by force. She struggled and implored by turns until twelve
o’clock had struck, and then, wearied and exhausted, ceased
to contest the point any further. With a caution, backed by
many oaths, to make no more efforts to go out that night,
Sikes left her to recover at leisure and rejoined Fagin.
‘Whew!’ said the housebreaker wiping the perspiration
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from his face. ‘Wot a precious strange gal that is!’
‘You may say that, Bill,’ replied Fagin thoughtfully. ‘You
may say that.’
‘Wot did she take it into her head to go out to-night for,
do you think?’ asked Sikes. ‘Come; you should know her
better than me. Wot does is mean?’
‘Obstinacy; woman’s obstinacy, I suppose, my dear.’
‘Well, I suppose it is,’ growled Sikes. ‘I thought I had
tamed her, but she’s as bad as ever.’
‘Worse,’ said Fagin thoughtfully. ‘I never knew her like
this, for such a little cause.’
‘Nor I,’ said Sikes. ‘I think she’s got a touch of that fever in
her blood yet, and it won’t come out—eh?’
‘Like enough.’
‘I’ll let her a little blood, without troubling the doctor, if
she’s took that way again,’ said Sikes.
Fagin nodded an expressive approval of this mode of
treatment.
‘She was hanging about me all day, and night too, when I
was stretched on my back; and you, like a blackhearted wolf
as you are, kept yourself aloof,’ said Sikes. ‘We was poor too,
all the time, and I think, one way or other, it’s worried and
fretted her; and that being shut up here so long has made
her restless—eh?’
‘That’s it, my dear,’ replied the Jew in a whisper. ‘Hush!’
As he uttered these words, the girl herself appeared and
resumed her former seat. Her eyes were swollen and red;
she rocked herself to and fro; tossed her head; and, after a
little time, burst out laughing.
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‘Why, now she’s on the other tack!’ exclaimed Sikes, turning a look of excessive surprise on his companion.
Fagin nodded to him to take no further notice just then;
and, in a few minutes, the girl subsided into her accustomed
demeanour. Whispering Sikes that there was no fear of her
relapsing, Fagin took up his hat and bade him good-night.
He paused when he reached the room-door, and looking
round, asked if somebody would light him down the dark
stairs.
‘Light him down,’ said Sikes, who was filling his pipe. ‘It’s
a pity he should break his neck himself, and disappoint the
sight-seers. Show him a light.’
Nancy followed the old man downstairs, with a candle.
When they reached the passage, he laid his finger on his lip,
and drawing close to the girl, said, in a whisper.
‘What is it, Nancy, dear?’
‘What do you mean?’ replied the girl, in the same tone.
‘The reason of all this,’ replied Fagin. ‘If HE’—he pointed
with his skinny fore-finger up the stairs—‘is so hard with
you (he’s a brute, Nance, a brute-beast), why don’t you—‘
‘Well?’ said the girl, as Fagin paused, with his mouth almost touching her ear, and his eyes looking into hers.
‘No matter just now. We’ll talk of this again. You have
a friend in me, Nance; a staunch friend. I have the means
at hand, quiet and close. If you want revenge on those that
treat you like a dog—like a dog! worse than his dog, for
he humours him sometimes—come to me. I say, come to
me. He is the mere hound of a day, but you know me of old,
Nance.’
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‘I know you well,’ replied the girls, without manifesting
the least emotion. ‘Good-night.’
She shrank back, as Fagin offered to lay his hand on hers,
but said good-night again, in a steady voice, and, answering
his parting look with a nod of intelligence, closed the door
between them.
Fagin walked towards his home, intent upon the thoughts
that were working within his brain. He had conceived the
idea—not from what had just passed though that had tended to confirm him, but slowly and by degrees—that Nancy,
wearied of the housebreaker’s brutality, had conceived an
attachment for some new friend. Her altered manner, her
repeated absences from home alone, her comparative indifference to the interests of the gang for which she had once
been so zealous, and, added to these, her desperate impatience to leave home that night at a particular hour, all
favoured the supposition, and rendered it, to him at least,
almost matter of certainty. The object of this new liking was
not among his myrmidons. He would be a valuable acquisition with such an assistant as Nancy, and must (thus Fagin
argued) be secured without delay.
There was another, and a darker object, to be gained.
Sikes knew too much, and his ruffian taunts had not galled
Fagin the less, because the wounds were hidden. The girl
must know, well, that if she shook him off, she could never
be safe from his fury, and that it would be surely wreaked—
to the maiming of limbs, or perhaps the loss of life—on the
object of her more recent fancy.
‘With a little persuasion,’ thought Fagin, ‘what more likeFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com

529

ly than that she would consent to poison him? Women have
done such things, and worse, to secure the same object before now. There would be the dangerous villain: the man I
hate: gone; another secured in his place; and my influence
over the girl, with a knowledge of this crime to back it, unlimited.’
These things passed through the mind of Fagin, during the short time he sat alone, in the housebreaker’s room;
and with them uppermost in his thoughts, he had taken
the opportunity afterwards afforded him, of sounding the
girl in the broken hints he threw out at parting. There was
no expression of surprise, no assumption of an inability to
understand his meaning. The girl clearly comprehended it.
Her glance at parting showed THAT.
But perhaps she would recoil from a plot to take the life
of Sikes, and that was one of the chief ends to be attained.
‘How,’ thought Fagin, as he crept homeward, ‘can I increase
my influence with her? what new power can I acquire?’
Such brains are fertile in expedients. If, without extracting a confession from herself, he laid a watch, discovered
the object of her altered regard, and threatened to reveal
the whole history to Sikes (of whom she stood in no common fear) unless she entered into his designs, could he not
secure her compliance?
‘I can,’ said Fagin, almost aloud. ‘She durst not refuse me
then. Not for her life, not for her life! I have it all. The means
are ready, and shall be set to work. I shall have you yet!’
He cast back a dark look, and a threatening motion of
the hand, towards the spot where he had left the bolder vil530
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lian; and went on his way: busying his bony hands in the
folds of his tattered garment, which he wrenched tightly in
his grasp, as though there were a hated enemy crushed with
every motion of his fingers.
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CHAPTER XLV
NOAH CLAYPOLE IS
EMPLOYED BY FAGIN
ON A SECRET MISSION

T

he old man was up, betimes, next morning, and waited impatiently for the appearance of his new associate,
who after a delay that seemed interminable, at length presented himself, and commenced a voracious assault on the
breakfast.
‘Bolter,’ said Fagin, drawing up a chair and seating himself opposite Morris Bolter.
‘Well, here I am,’ returned Noah. ‘What’s the matter?
Don’t yer ask me to do anything till I have done eating.
That’s a great fault in this place. Yer never get time enough
over yer meals.’
‘You can talk as you eat, can’t you?’ said Fagin, cursing
his dear young friend’s greediness from the very bottom of
his heart.
‘Oh yes, I can talk. I get on better when I talk,’ said Noah,
cutting a monstrous slice of bread. ‘Where’s Charlotte?’
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‘Out,’ said Fagin. ‘I sent her out this morning with the
other young woman, because I wanted us to be alone.’
‘Oh!’ said Noah. ‘I wish yer’d ordered her to make some
buttered toast first. Well. Talk away. Yer won’t interrupt
me.’
There seemed, indeed, no great fear of anything interrupting him, as he had evidently sat down with a determination
to do a great deal of business.
‘You did well yesterday, my dear,’ said Fagin. ‘Beautiful!
Six shillings and ninepence halfpenny on the very first day!
The kinchin lay will be a fortune to you.’
‘Don’t you forget to add three pint-pots and a milk-can,’
said Mr. Bolter.
‘No, no, my dear. The pint-pots were great strokes of genius: but the milk-can was a perfect masterpiece.’
‘Pretty well, I think, for a beginner,’ remarked Mr. Bolter complacently. ‘The pots I took off airy railings, and the
milk-can was standing by itself outside a public-house. I
thought it might get rusty with the rain, or catch cold, yer
know. Eh? Ha! ha! ha!’
Fagin affected to laugh very heartily; and Mr. Bolter
having had his laugh out, took a series of large bites, which
finished his first hunk of bread and butter, and assisted
himself to a second.
‘I want you, Bolter,’ said Fagin, leaning over the table, ‘to
do a piece of work for me, my dear, that needs great care
and caution.’
‘I say,’ rejoined Bolter, ‘don’t yer go shoving me into danger, or sending me any more o’ yer police-offices. That don’t
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suit me, that don’t; and so I tell yer.’
‘That’s not the smallest danger in it—not the very smallest,’ said the Jew; ‘it’s only to dodge a woman.’
‘An old woman?’ demanded Mr. Bolter.
‘A young one,’ replied Fagin.
‘I can do that pretty well, I know,’ said Bolter. ‘I was a
regular cunning sneak when I was at school. What am I to
dodge her for? Not to—‘
‘Not to do anything, but to tell me where she goes, who
she sees, and, if possible, what she says; to remember the
street, if it is a street, or the house, if it is a house; and to
bring me back all the information you can.’
‘What’ll yer give me?’ asked Noah, setting down his cup,
and looking his employer, eagerly, in the face.
‘If you do it well, a pound, my dear. One pound,’ said Fagin, wishing to interest him in the scent as much as possible.
‘And that’s what I never gave yet, for any job of work where
there wasn’t valuable consideration to be gained.’
‘Who is she?’ inquired Noah.
‘One of us.’
‘Oh Lor!’ cried Noah, curling up his nose. ‘Yer doubtful
of her, are yer?’
‘She had found out some new friends, my dear, and I
must know who they are,’ replied Fagin.
‘I see,’ said Noah. ‘Just to have the pleasure of knowing
them, if they’re respectable people, eh? Ha! ha! ha! I’m your
man.’
‘I knew you would be,’ cried Fagin, eleated by the success
of his proposal.
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‘Of course, of course,’ replied Noah. ‘Where is she? Where
am I to wait for her? Where am I to go?’
‘All that, my dear, you shall hear from me. I’ll point her
out at the proper time,’ said Fagin. ‘You keep ready, and
leave the rest to me.’
That night, and the next, and the next again, the spy sat
booted and equipped in his carter’s dress: ready to turn out
at a word from Fagin. Six nights passed—six long weary
nights—and on each, Fagin came home with a disappointed face, and briefly intimated that it was not yet time. On
the seventh, he returned earlier, and with an exultation he
could not conceal. It was Sunday.
‘She goes abroad to-night,’ said Fagin, ‘and on the right
errand, I’m sure; for she has been alone all day, and the
man she is afraid of will not be back much before daybreak.
Come with me. Quick!’
Noah started up without saying a word; for the Jew was
in a state of such intense excitement that it infected him.
They left the house stealthily, and hurrying through a labyrinth of streets, arrived at length before a public-house,
which Noah recognised as the same in which he had slept,
on the night of his arrival in London.
It was past eleven o’clock, and the door was closed. It
opened softly on its hinges as Fagin gave a low whistle. They
entered, without noise; and the door was closed behind
them.
Scarcely venturing to whisper, but substituting dumb
show for words, Fagin, and the young Jew who had admitted them, pointed out the pane of glass to Noah, and signed
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to him to climb up and observe the person in the adjoining
room.
‘Is that the woman?’ he asked, scarcely above his breath.
Fagin nodded yes.
‘I can’t see her face well,’ whispered Noah. ‘She is looking
down, and the candle is behind her.
‘Stay there,’ whispered Fagin. He signed to Barney, who
withdrew. In an instant, the lad entered the room adjoining,
and, under pretence of snuffing the candle, moved it in the
required position, and, speaking to the girl, caused her to
raise her face.
‘I see her now,’ cried the spy.
‘Plainly?’
‘I should know her among a thousand.’
He hastily descended, as the room-door opened, and
the girl came out. Fagin drew him behind a small partition
which was curtained off, and they held their breaths as she
passed within a few feet of their place of concealment, and
emerged by the door at which they had entered.
‘Hist!’ cried the lad who held the door. ‘Dow.’
Noah exchanged a look with Fagin, and darted out.
‘To the left,’ whispered the lad; ‘take the left had, and
keep od the other side.’
He did so; and, by the light of the lamps, saw the girl’s
retreating figure, already at some distance before him. He
advanced as near as he considered prudent, and kept on the
opposite side of the street, the better to observe her motions.
She looked nervously round, twice or thrice, and once
stopped to let two men who were following close behind her,
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pass on. She seemed to gather courage as she advanced, and
to walk with a steadier and firmer step. The spy preserved
the same relative distance between them, and followed:
with his eye upon her.
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CHAPTER XLVI
THE APPOINTMENT KEPT

T

he church clocks chimed three quarters past eleven, as
two figures emerged on London Bridge. One, which advanced with a swift and rapid step, was that of a woman
who looked eagerly about her as though in quest of some expected object; the other figure was that of a man, who slunk
along in the deepest shadow he could find, and, at some
distance, accommodated his pace to hers: stopping when
she stopped: and as she moved again, creeping stealthily
on: but never allowing himself, in the ardour of his pursuit,
to gain upon her footsteps. Thus, they crossed the bridge,
from the Middlesex to the Surrey shore, when the woman, apparently disappointed in her anxious scrutiny of the
foot-passengers, turned back. The movement was sudden;
but he who watched her, was not thrown off his guard by it;
for, shrinking into one of the recesses which surmount the
piers of the bridge, and leaning over the parapet the better
to conceal his figure, he suffered her to pass on the opposite
pavement. When she was about the same distance in advance as she had been before, he slipped quietly down, and
followed her again. At nearly the centre of the bridge, she

538

Oliver Twist

stopped. The man stopped too.
It was a very dark night. The day had been unfavourable,
and at that hour and place there were few people stirring.
Such as there were, hurried quickly past: very possibly
without seeing, but certainly without noticing, either the
woman, or the man who kept her in view. Their appearance
was not calculated to attract the importunate regards of
such of London’s destitute population, as chanced to take
their way over the bridge that night in search of some cold
arch or doorless hovel wherein to lay their heads; they stood
there in silence: neither speaking nor spoken to, by any one
who passed.
A mist hung over the river, deepening the red glare of
the fires that burnt upon the small craft moored off the different wharfs, and rendering darker and more indistinct
the murky buildings on the banks. The old smoke-stained
storehouses on either side, rose heavy and dull from the
dense mass of roofs and gables, and frowned sternly upon
water too black to reflect even their lumbering shapes. The
tower of old Saint Saviour’s Church, and the spire of Saint
Magnus, so long the giant-warders of the ancient bridge,
were visible in the gloom; but the forest of shipping below
bridge, and the thickly scattered spires of churches above,
were nearly all hidden from sight.
The girl had taken a few restless turns to and fro—closely watched meanwhile by her hidden observer—when the
heavy bell of St. Paul’s tolled for the death of another day.
Midnight had come upon the crowded city. The palace, the
night-cellar, the jail, the madhouse: the chambers of birth
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and death, of health and sickness, the rigid face of the
corpse and the calm sleep of the child: midnight was upon
them all.
The hour had not struck two minutes, when a young lady,
accompanied by a grey-haired gentleman, alighted from a
hackney-carriage within a short distance of the bridge, and,
having dismissed the vehicle, walked straight towards it.
They had scarcely set foot upon its pavement, when the girl
started, and immediately made towards them.
They walked onward, looking about them with the air
of persons who entertained some very slight expectation
which had little chance of being realised, when they were
suddenly joined by this new associate. They halted with an
exclamation of surprise, but suppressed it immediately; for
a man in the garments of a countryman came close up—
brushed against them, indeed—at that precise moment.
‘Not here,’ said Nancy hurriedly, ‘I am afraid to speak to
you here. Come away—out of the public road—down the
steps yonder!’
As she uttered these words, and indicated, with her hand,
the direction in which she wished them to proceed, the
countryman looked round, and roughly asking what they
took up the whole pavement for, passed on.
The steps to which the girl had pointed, were those which,
on the Surrey bank, and on the same side of the bridge as
Saint Saviour’s Church, form a landing-stairs from the river.
To this spot, the man bearing the appearance of a countryman, hastened unobserved; and after a moment’s survey of
the place, he began to descend.
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These stairs are a part of the bridge; they consist of three
flights. Just below the end of the second, going down, the
stone wall on the left terminates in an ornamental pilaster
facing towards the Thames. At this point the lower steps
widen: so that a person turning that angle of the wall, is necessarily unseen by any others on the stairs who chance to be
above him, if only a step. The countryman looked hastily
round, when he reached this point; and as there seemed no
better place of concealment, and, the tide being out, there
was plenty of room, he slipped aside, with his back to the
pilaster, and there waited: pretty certain that they would
come no lower, and that even if he could not hear what was
said, he could follow them again, with safety.
So tardily stole the time in this lonely place, and so eager was the spy to penetrate the motives of an interview so
different from what he had been led to expect, that he more
than once gave the matter up for lost, and persuaded himself, either that they had stopped far above, or had resorted
to some entirely different spot to hold their mysterious
conversation. He was on the point of emerging from his
hiding-place, and regaining the road above, when he heard
the sound of footsteps, and directly afterwards of voices almost close at his ear.
He drew himself straight upright against the wall, and,
scarcely breathing, listened attentively.
‘This is far enough,’ said a voice, which was evidently that
of the gentleman. ‘I will not suffer the young lady to go any
farther. Many people would have distrusted you too much
to have come even so far, but you see I am willing to huFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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mour you.’
‘To humour me!’ cried the voice of the girl whom he had
followed.
‘You’re considerate, indeed, sir. To humour me! Well,
well, it’s no matter.’
‘Why, for what,’ said the gentleman in a kinder tone, ‘for
what purpose can you have brought us to this strange place?
Why not have let me speak to you, above there, where it is
light, and there is something stirring, instead of bringing us
to this dark and dismal hole?’
‘I told you before,’ replied Nancy, ‘that I was afraid to
speak to you there. I don’t know why it is,’ said the girl,
shuddering, ‘but I have such a fear and dread upon me tonight that I can hardly stand.’
‘A fear of what?’ asked the gentleman, who seemed to pity
her.
‘I scarcely know of what,’ replied the girl. ‘I wish I did.
Horrible thoughts of death, and shrouds with blood upon
them, and a fear that has made me burn as if I was on fire,
have been upon me all day. I was reading a book to-night,
to wile the time away, and the same things came into the
print.’
‘Imagination,’ said the gentleman, soothing her.
‘No imagination,’ replied the girl in a hoarse voice. ‘I’ll
swear I saw ‘coffin’ written in every page of the book in
large black letters,—aye, and they carried one close to me,
in the streets to-night.’
‘There is nothing unusual in that,’ said the gentleman.
‘They have passed me often.’
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‘REAL ONES,’ rejoined the girl. ‘This was not.’
There was something so uncommon in her manner, that
the flesh of the concealed listener crept as he heard the girl
utter these words, and the blood chilled within him. He had
never experienced a greater relief than in hearing the sweet
voice of the young lady as she begged her to be calm, and
not allow herself to become the prey of such fearful fancies.
‘Speak to her kindly,’ said the young lady to her companion. ‘Poor creature! She seems to need it.’
‘Your haughty religious people would have held their
heads up to see me as I am to-night, and preached of flames
and vengeance,’ cried the girl. ‘Oh, dear lady, why ar’n’t
those who claim to be God’s own folks as gentle and as kind
to us poor wretches as you, who, having youth, and beauty,
and all that they have lost, might be a little proud instead of
so much humbler?’
‘Ah!’ said the gentleman. ‘A Turk turns his face, after
washing it well, to the East, when he says his prayers; these
good people, after giving their faces such a rub against the
World as to take the smiles off, turn with no less regularity,
to the darkest side of Heaven. Between the Mussulman and
the Pharisee, commend me to the first!’
These words appeared to be addressed to the young lady,
and were perhaps uttered with the view of afffording Nancy
time to recover herself. The gentleman, shortly afterwards,
addressed himself to her.
‘You were not here last Sunday night,’ he said.
‘I couldn’t come,’ replied Nancy; ‘I was kept by force.’
‘By whom?’
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‘Him that I told the young lady of before.’
‘You were not suspected of holding any communication
with anybody on the subject which has brought us here tonight, I hope?’ asked the old gentleman.
‘No,’ replied the girl, shaking her head. ‘It’s not very easy
for me to leave him unless he knows why; I couldn’t give
him a drink of laudanum before I came away.’
‘Did he awake before you returned?’ inquired the gentleman.
‘No; and neither he nor any of them suspect me.’
‘Good,’ said the gentleman. ‘Now listen to me.’
‘I am ready,’ replied the girl, as he paused for a moment.
‘This young lady,’ the gentleman began, ‘has communicated to me, and to some other friends who can be safely
trusted, what you told her nearly a fortnight since. I confess
to you that I had doubts, at first, whether you were to be implicitly relied upon, but now I firmly believe you are.’
‘I am,’ said the girl earnestly.
‘I repeat that I firmly believe it. To prove to you that I am
disposed to trust you, I tell you without reserve, that we
propose to extort the secret, whatever it may be, from the
fear of this man Monks. But if—if—‘ said the gentleman,
‘he cannot be secured, or, if secured, cannot be acted upon
as we wish, you must deliver up the Jew.’
‘Fagin,’ cried the girl, recoiling.
‘That man must be delivered up by you,’ said the gentleman.
‘I will not do it! I will never do it!’ replied the girl. ‘Devil
that he is, and worse than devil as he has been to me, I will
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never do that.’
‘You will not?’ said the gentleman, who seemed fully prepared for this answer.
‘Never!’ returned the girl.
‘Tell me why?’
‘For one reason,’ rejoined the girl firmly, ‘for one reason,
that the lady knows and will stand by me in, I know she will,
for I have her promise: and for this other reason, besides,
that, bad life as he has led, I have led a bad life too; there are
many of us who have kept the same courses together, and
I’ll not turn upon them, who might—any of them—have
turned upon me, but didn’t, bad as they are.’
‘Then,’ said the gentleman, quickly, as if this had been
the point he had been aiming to attain; ‘put Monks into my
hands, and leave him to me to deal with.’
‘What if he turns against the others?’
‘I promise you that in that case, if the truth is forced from
him, there the matter will rest; there must be circumstances
in Oliver’s little history which it would be painful to drag
before the public eye, and if the truth is once elicited, they
shall go scot free.’
‘And if it is not?’ suggested the girl.
‘Then,’ pursued the gentleman, ‘this Fagin shall not be
brought to justice without your consent. In such a case I
could show you reasons, I think, which would induce you
to yield it.’
‘Have I the lady’s promise for that?’ asked the girl.
‘You have,’ replied Rose. ‘My true and faithful pledge.’
‘Monks would never learn how you knew what you do?’
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said the girl, after a short pause.
‘Never,’ replied the gentleman. ‘The intelligence should
be brought to bear upon him, that he could never even
guess.’
‘I have been a liar, and among liars from a little child,’
said the girl after another interval of silence, ‘but I will take
your words.’
After receving an assurance from both, that she might
safely do so, she proceeded in a voice so low that it was often difficult for the listener to discover even the purport of
what she said, to describe, by name and situation, the public-house whence she had been followed that night. From
the manner in which she occasionally paused, it appeared
as if the gentleman were making some hasty notes of the
information she communicated. When she had thoroughly
explained the localities of the place, the best position from
which to watch it without exciting observation, and the
night and hour on which Monks was most in the habit of
frequenting it, she seemed to consider for a few moments,
for the purpose of recalling his features and appearances
more forcibly to her recollection.
‘He is tall,’ said the girl, ‘and a strongly made man, but
not stout; he has a lurking walk; and as he walks, constantly
looks over his shoulder, first on one side, and then on the
other. Don’t forget that, for his eyes are sunk in his head so
much deeper than any other man’s, that you might almost
tell him by that alone. His face is dark, like his hair and eyes;
and, although he can’t be more than six or eight and twenty,
withered and haggard. His lips are often discoloured and
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disfigured with the marks of teeth; for he has desperate fits,
and sometimes even bites his hands and covers them with
wounds—why did you start?’ said the girl, stopping suddenly.
The gentleman replied, in a hurried manner, that he was
not conscious of having done so, and begged her to proceed.
‘Part of this,’ said the girl, ‘I have drawn out from other
people at the house I tell you of, for I have only seen him
twice, and both times he was covered up in a large cloak. I
think that’s all I can give you to know him by. Stay though,’
she added. ‘Upon his throat: so high that you can see a part
of it below his neckerchief when he turns his face: there
is—‘
‘A broad red mark, like a burn or scald?’ cried the gentleman.
‘How’s this?’ said the girl. ‘You know him!’
The young lady uttered a cry of surprise, and for a few
moments they were so still that the listener could distinctly
hear them breathe.
‘I think I do,’ said the gentleman, breaking silence. ‘I
should by your description. We shall see. Many people are
singularly like each other. It may not be the same.’
As he expressed himself to this effect, with assumed
carelessness, he took a step or two nearer the concealed spy,
as the latter could tell from the distinctness with which he
heard him mutter, ‘It must be he!’
‘Now,’ he said, returning: so it seemed by the sound: to
the spot where he had stood before, ‘you have given us most
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valuable assistance, young woman, and I wish you to be the
better for it. What can I do to serve you?’
‘Nothing,’ replied Nancy.
‘You will not persist in saying that,’ rejoined the gentleman, with a voice and emphasis of kindness that might have
touched a much harder and more obdurate heart. ‘Think
now. Tell me.’
‘Nothing, sir,’ rejoined the girl, weeping. ‘You can do
nothing to help me. I am past all hope, indeed.’
‘You put yourself beyond its pale,’ said the gentleman.
‘The past has been a dreary waste with you, of youthful energies mis-spent, and such priceless treasures lavished, as
the Creator bestows but once and never grants again, but,
for the future, you may hope. I do not say that it is in our
power to offer you peace of heart and mind, for that must
come as you seek it; but a quiet asylum, either in England,
or, if you fear to remain here, in some foreign country, it
is not only within the compass of our ability but our most
anxious wish to secure you. Before the dawn of morning,
before this river wakes to the first glimpse of day-light, you
shall be placed as entirely beyond the reach of your former
associates, and leave as utter an absence of all trace behind
you, as if you were to disappear from the earth this moment.
Come! I would not have you go back to exchange one word
with any old companion, or take one look at any old haunt,
or breathe the very air which is pestilence and death to you.
Quit them all, while there is time and opportunity!’
‘She will be persuaded now,’ cried the young lady. ‘She
hesitates, I am sure.’
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‘I fear not, my dear,’ said the gentleman.
‘No sir, I do not,’ replied the girl, after a short struggle.
‘I am chained to my old life. I loathe and hate it now, but I
cannot leave it. I must have gone too far to turn back,—and
yet I don’t know, for if you had spoken to me so, some time
ago, I should have laughed it off. But,’ she said, looking hastily round, ‘this fear comes over me again. I must go home.’
‘Home!’ repeated the young lady, with great stress upon
the word.
‘Home, lady,’ rejoined the girl. ‘To such a home as I have
raised for myself with the work of my whole life. Let us part.
I shall be watched or seen. Go! Go! If I have done you any
service all I ask is, that you leave me, and let me go my way
alone.’
‘It is useless,’ said the gentleman, with a sigh. ‘We compromise her safety, perhaps, by staying here. We may have
detained her longer than she expected already.’
‘Yes, yes,’ urged the girl. ‘You have.’
‘What,’ cried the young lady. ‘can be the end of this poor
creature’s life!’
‘What!’ repeated the girl. ‘Look before you, lady. Look at
that dark water. How many times do you read of such as I
who spring into the tide, and leave no living thing, to care
for, or bewail them. It may be years hence, or it may be only
months, but I shall come to that at last.’
‘Do not speak thus, pray,’ returned the young lady, sobbing.
‘It will never reach your ears, dear lady, and God forbid
such horrors should!’ replied the girl. ‘Good-night, goodFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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night!’
The gentleman turned away.
‘This purse,’ cried the young lady. ‘Take it for my sake,
that you may have some resource in an hour of need and
trouble.’
‘No!’ replied the girl. ‘I have not done this for money. Let
me have that to think of. And yet—give me something that
you have worn: I should like to have something—no, no, not
a ring—your gloves or handkerchief—anything that I can
keep, as having belonged to you, sweet lady. There. Bless
you! God bless you. Good-night, good-night!’
The violent agitation of the girl, and the apprehension of
some discovery which would subject her to ill-usage and
violence, seemed to determine the gentleman to leave her,
as she requested.
The sound of retreating footsteps were audible and the
voices ceased.
The two figures of the young lady and her companion
soon afterwards appeared upon the bridge. They stopped at
the summit of the stairs.
‘Hark!’ cried the young lady, listening. ‘Did she call! I
thought I heard her voice.’
‘No, my love,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, looking sadly back.
‘She has not moved, and will not till we are gone.’
Rose Maylie lingered, but the old gentleman drew her
arm through his, and led her, with gentle force, away. As
they disappeared, the girl sunk down nearly at her full
length upon one of the stone stairs, and vented the anguish
of her heart in bitter tears.
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After a time she arose, and with feeble and tottering
steps ascended the street. The astonished listener remained
motionless on his post for some minutes afterwards, and
having ascertained, with many cautious glances round him,
that he was again alone, crept slowly from his hiding-place,
and returned, stealthily and in the shade of the wall, in the
same manner as he had descended.
Peeping out, more than once, when he reached the top,
to make sure that he was unobserved, Noah Claypole darted away at his utmost speed, and made for the Jew’s house
as fast as his legs would carry him.
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CHAPTER XLVII
FATAL CONSEQUENCES

I

t was nearly two hours before day-break; that time which
in the autumn of the year, may be truly called the dead of
night; when the streets are silent and deserted; when even
sounds appear to slumber, and profligacy and riot have
staggered home to dream; it was at this still and silent hour,
that Fagin sat watching in his old lair, with face so distorted
and pale, and eyes so red and blood-shot, that he looked less
like a man, than like some hideous phantom, moist from
the grave, and worried by an evil spirit.
He sat crouching over a cold hearth, wrapped in an old
torn coverlet, with his face turned towards a wasting candle that stood upon a table by his side. His right hand was
raised to his lips, and as, absorbed in thought, he hit his
long black nails, he disclosed among his toothless gums a
few such fangs as should have been a dog’s or rat’s.
Stretched upon a mattress on the floor, lay Noah Claypole,
fast asleep. Towards him the old man sometimes directed
his eyes for an instant, and then brought them back again to
the candle; which with a long-burnt wick drooping almost
double, and hot grease falling down in clots upon the table,
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plainly showed that his thoughts were busy elsewhere.
Indeed they were. Mortification at the overthrow of his
notable scheme; hatred of the girl who had dared to palter
with strangers; and utter distrust of the sincerity of her refusal to yield him up; bitter disappointment at the loss of his
revenge on Sikes; the fear of detection, and ruin, and death;
and a fierce and deadly rage kindled by all; these were the
passionate considerations which, following close upon each
other with rapid and ceaseless whirl, shot through the brain
of Fagin, as every evil thought and blackest purpose lay
working at his heart.
He sat without changing his attitude in the least, or appearing to tkae the smallest heed of time, until his quick ear
seemed to be attracted by a footstep in the street.
‘At last,’ he muttered, wiping his dry and fevered mouth.
‘At last!’
The bell rang gently as he spoke. He crept upstairs to the
door, and presently returned accompanied by a man muffled to the chin, who carried a bundle under one arm. Sitting
down and throwing back his outer coat, the man displayed
the burly frame of Sikes.
‘There!’ he said, laying the bundle on the table. ‘Take
care of that, and do the most you can with it. It’s been trouble enough to get; I thought I should have been here, three
hours ago.’
Fagin laid his hand upon the bundle, and locking it in
the cupboard, sat down again without speaking. But he
did not take his eyes off the robber, for an instant, during
this action; and now that they sat over against each other,
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face to face, he looked fixedly at him, with his lips quivering so violently, and his face so altered by the emotions
which had mastered him, that the housebreaker involuntarily drew back his chair, and surveyed him with a look of
real affright.
‘Wot now?’ cried Sikes. ‘Wot do you look at a man so
for?’
Fagin raised his right hand, and shook his trembling
forefinger in the air; but his passion was so great, that the
power of speech was for the moment gone.
‘Damme!’ said Sikes, feeling in his breast with a look of
alarm. ‘He’s gone mad. I must look to myself here.’
‘No, no,’ rejoined Fagin, finding his voice. ‘It’s not—you’re
not the person, Bill. I’ve no—no fault to find with you.’
‘Oh, you haven’t, haven’t you?’ said Sikes, looking sternly
at him, and ostentatiously passing a pistol into a more convenient pocket. ‘That’s lucky—for one of us. Which one that
is, don’t matter.’
‘I’ve got that to tell you, Bill,’ said Fagin, drawing his
chair nearer, ‘will make you worse than me.’
‘Aye?’ returned the robber with an incredulous air. ‘Tell
away! Look sharp, or Nance will think I’m lost.’
‘Lost!’ cried Fagin. ‘She has pretty well settled that, in her
own mind, already.’
Sikes looked with an aspect of great perplexity into the
Jew’s face, and reading no satisfactory explanation of the
riddle there, clenched his coat collar in his huge hand and
shook him soundly.
‘Speak, will you!’ he said; ‘or if you don’t, it shall be for
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want of breath. Open your mouth and say wot you’ve got to
say in plain words. Out with it, you thundering old cur, out
with it!’
‘Suppose that lad that’s laying there—‘ Fagin began.
Sikes turned round to where Noah was sleeping, as if he
had not previously observed him. ‘Well!’ he said, resuming
his former position.
‘Suppose that lad,’ pursued Fagin, ‘was to peach—to blow
upon us all—first seeking out the right folks for the purpose, and then having a meeting with ‘em in the street to
paint our likenesses, describe every mark that they might
know us by, and the crib where we might be most easily
taken. Suppose he was to do all this, and besides to blow
upon a plant we’ve all been in, more or less—of his own
fancy; not grabbed, trapped, tried, earwigged by the parson
and brought to it on bread and water,—but of his own fancy;
to please his own taste; stealing out at nights to find those
most interested against us, and peaching to them. Do you
hear me?’ cried the Jew, his eyes flashing with rage. ‘Suppose he did all this, what then?’
‘What then!’ replied Sikes; with a tremendous oath. ‘If he
was left alive till I came, I’d grind his skull under the iron
heel of my boot into as many grains as there are hairs upon
his head.’
‘What if I did it!’ cried Fagin almost in a yell. ‘I, that
knows so much, and could hang so many besides myself!’
‘I don’t know,’ replied Sikes, clenching his teeth and
turning white at the mere suggestion. ‘I’d do something in
the jail that ‘ud get me put in irons; and if I was tried along
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with you, I’d fall upon you with them in the open court, and
beat your brains out afore the people. I should have such
strength,’ muttered the robber, poising his brawny arm,
‘that I could smash your head as if a loaded waggon had
gone over it.’
‘You would?’
‘Would I!’ said the housebreaker. ‘Try me.’
‘If it was Charley, or the Dodger, or Bet, or—‘
‘I don’t care who,’ replied Sikes impatiently. ‘Whoever it
was, I’d serve them the same.’
Fagin looked hard at the robber; and, motioning him to
be silent, stooped over the bed upon the floor, and shook
the sleeper to rouse him. Sikes leant forward in his chair:
looking on with his hands upon his knees, as if wondering much what all this questioning and preparation was to
end in.
‘Bolter, Bolter! Poor lad!’ said Fagin, looking up with an
expression of devilish anticipation, and speaking slowly
and with marked emphasis. ‘He’s tired—tired with watching for her so long,—watching for her, Bill.’
‘Wot d’ye mean?’ asked Sikes, drawing back.
Fagin made no answer, but bending over the sleeper
again, hauled him into a sitting posture. When his assumed
name had been repeated several times, Noah rubbed his
eyes, and, giving a heavy yawn, looked sleepily about him.
‘Tell me that again—once again, just for him to hear,’ said
the Jew, pointing to Sikes as he spoke.
‘Tell yer what?’ asked the sleepy Noah, shaking himself
pettishy.
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‘That about—NANCY,’ said Fagin, clutching Sikes by the
wrist, as if to prevent his leaving the house before he had
heard enough. ‘You followed her?’
‘Yes.’
‘To London Bridge?’
‘Yes.’
‘Where she met two people.’
‘So she did.’
‘A gentleman and a lady that she had gone to of her own
accord before, who asked her to give up all her pals, and
Monks first, which she did—and to describe him, which she
did—and to tell her what house it was that we meet at, and
go to, which she did—and where it could be best watched
from, which she did—and what time the people went there,
which she did. She did all this. She told it all every word
without a threat, without a murmur—she did—did she not?’
cried Fagin, half mad with fury.
‘All right,’ replied Noah, scratching his head. ‘That’s just
what it was!’
‘What did they say, about last Sunday?’
‘About last Sunday!’ replied Noah, considering. ‘Why I
told yer that before.’
‘Again. Tell it again!’ cried Fagin, tightening his grasp
on Sikes, and brandishing his other hand aloft, as the foam
flew from his lips.
‘They asked her,’ said Noah, who, as he grew more wakeful, seemed to have a dawning perception who Sikes was,
‘they asked her why she didn’t come, last Sunday, as she
promised. She said she couldn’t.’
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‘Why—why? Tell him that.’
‘Because she was forcibly kept at home by Bill, the man
she had told them of before,’ replied Noah.
‘What more of him?’ cried Fagin. ‘What more of the man
she had told them of before? Tell him that, tell him that.’
‘Why, that she couldn’t very easily get out of doors unless he knew where she was going to,’ said Noah; ‘and so the
first time she went to see the lady, she—ha! ha! ha! it made
me laugh when she said it, that it did—she gave him a drink
of laudanum.’
‘Hell’s fire!’ cried Sikes, breaking fiercely from the Jew.
‘Let me go!’
Flinging the old man from him, he rushed from the
room, and darted, wildly and furiously, up the stairs.
‘Bill, Bill!’ cried Fagin, following him hastily. ‘A word.
Only a word.’
The word would not have been exchanged, but that the
housebreaker was unable to open the door: on which he was
expending fruitless oaths and violence, when the Jew came
panting up.
‘Let me out,’ said Sikes. ‘Don’t speak to me; it’s not safe.
Let me out, I say!’
‘Hear me speak a word,’ rejoined Fagin, laying his hand
upon the lock. ‘You won’t be—‘
‘Well,’ replied the other.
‘You won’t be—too—violent, Bill?’
The day was breaking, and there was light enough for
the men to see each other’s faces. They exchanged one brief
glance; there was a fire in the eyes of both, which could not
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be mistaken.
‘I mean,’ said Fagin, showing that he felt all disguise was
now useless, ‘not too violent for safety. Be crafty, Bill, and
not too bold.’
Sikes made no reply; but, pulling open the door, of which
Fagin had turned the lock, dashed into the silent streets.
Without one pause, or moment’s consideration; without once turning his head to the right or left, or raising his
eyes to the sky, or lowering them to the ground, but looking straight before him with savage resolution: his teeth so
tightly compressed that the strained jaw seemed starting
through his skin; the robber held on his headlong course,
nor muttered a word, nor relaxed a muscle, until he reached
his own door. He opened it, softly, with a key; strode lightly
up the stairs; and entering his own room, double-locked the
door, and lifting a heavy table against it, drew back the curtain of the bed.
The girl was lying, half-dressed, upon it. He had roused
her from her sleep, for she raised herself with a hurried and
startled look.
‘Get up!’ said the man.
‘It is you, Bill!’ said the girl, with an expression of pleasure at his return.
‘It is,’ was the reply. ‘Get up.’
There was a candle burning, but the man hastily drew it
from the candlestick, and hurled it under the grate. Seeing
the faint light of early day without, the girl rose to undraw
the curtain.
‘Let it be,’ said Sikes, thrusting his hand before her.
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‘There’s enough light for wot I’ve got to do.’
‘Bill,’ said the girl, in the low voice of alarm, ‘why do you
look like that at me!’
The robber sat regarding her, for a few seconds, with dilated nostrils and heaving breast; and then, grasping her
by the head and throat, dragged her into the middle of the
room, and looking once towards the door, placed his heavy
hand upon her mouth.
‘Bill, Bill!’ gasped the girl, wrestling with the strength
of mortal fear,—‘I—I won’t scream or cry—not once—hear
me—speak to me—tell me what I have done!’
‘You know, you she devil!’ returned the robber, suppressing his breath. ‘You were watched to-night; every word you
said was heard.’
‘Then spare my life for the love of Heaven, as I spared
yours,’ rejoined the girl, clinging to him. ‘Bill, dear Bill, you
cannot have the heart to kill me. Oh! think of all I have given up, only this one night, for you. You SHALL have time to
think, and save yourself this crime; I will not loose my hold,
you cannot throw me off. Bill, Bill, for dear God’s sake, for
your own, for mine, stop before you spill my blood! I have
been true to you, upon my guilty soul I have!’
The man struggled violently, to release his arms; but
those of the girl were clasped round his, and tear her as he
would, he could not tear them away.
‘Bill,’ cried the girl, striving to lay her head upon his
breast, ‘the gentleman and that dear lady, told me to-night
of a home in some foreign country where I could end my
days in solitude and peace. Let me see them again, and beg
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them, on my knees, to show the same mercy and goodness
to you; and let us both leave this dreadful place, and far
apart lead better lives, and forget how we have lived, except
in prayers, and never see each other more. It is never too
late to repent. They told me so—I feel it now—but we must
have time—a little, little time!’
The housebreaker freed one arm, and grasped his pistol. The certainty of immediate detection if he fired, flashed
across his mind even in the midst of his fury; and he beat
it twice with all the force he could summon, upon the upturned face that almost touched his own.
She staggered and fell: nearly blinded with the blood that
rained down from a deep gash in her forehead; but raising
herself, with difficulty, on her knees, drew from her bosom
a white handkerchief—Rose Maylie’s own—and holding it
up, in her folded hands, as high towards Heaven as her feeble strength would allow, breathed one prayer for mercy to
her Maker.
It was a ghastly figure to look upon. The murderer staggering backward to the wall, and shutting out the sight with
his hand, seized a heavy club and struck her down.
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CHAPTER XLVIII
THE FLIGHT OF SIKES

O

f all bad deeds that, under cover of the darkness, had
been committed with wide London’s bounds since
night hung over it, that was the worst. Of all the horrors
that rose with an ill scent upon the morning air, that was
the foulest and most cruel.
The sun—the bright sun, that brings back, not light
alone, but new life, and hope, and freshness to man—burst
upon the crowded city in clear and radiant glory. Through
costly-coloured glass and paper-mended window, through
cathedral dome and rotten crevice, it shed its equal ray. It
lighted up the room where the murdered woman lay. It did.
He tried to shut it out, but it would stream in. If the sight
had been a ghastly one in the dull morning, what was it,
now, in all that brilliant light!
He had not moved; he had been afraid to stir. There had
been a moan and motion of the hand; and, with terror added to rage, he had struck and struck again. Once he threw a
rug over it; but it was worse to fancy the eyes, and imagine
them moving towards him, than to see them glaring upward, as if watching the reflection of the pool of gore that
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quivered and danced in the sunlight on the ceiling. He had
plucked it off again. And there was the body—mere flesh
and blood, nor more—but such flesh, and so much blood!
He struck a light, kindled a fire, and thrust the club into
it. There was hair upon the end, which blazed and shrunk
into a light cinder, and, caught by the air, whirled up the
chimney. Even that frightened him, sturdy as he was; but he
held the weapon till it broke, and then piled it on the coals
to burn away, and smoulder into ashes. He washed himself,
and rubbed his clothes; there were spots that would not be
removed, but he cut the pieces out, and burnt them. How
those stains were dispersed about the room! The very feet of
the dog were bloody.
All this time he had, never once, turned his back upon
the corpse; no, not for a moment. Such preparations completed, he moved, backward, towards the door: dragging
the dog with him, lest he should soil his feet anew and carry
out new evidence of the crime into the streets. He shut the
door softly, locked it, took the key, and left the house.
He crossed over, and glanced up at the window, to be
sure that nothing was visible from the outside. There was
the curtain still drawn, which she would have opened to admit the light she never saw again. It lay nearly under there.
HE knew that. God, how the sun poured down upon the
very spot!
The glance was instantaneous. It was a relief to have got
free of the room. He whistled on the dog, and walked rapidly away.
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gate on which stands the stone in honour of Whittington;
turned down to Highgate Hill, unsteady of purpose, and
uncertain where to go; struck off to the right again, almost
as soon as he began to descend it; and taking the foot-path
across the fields, skirted Caen Wood, and so came on Hampstead Heath. Traversing the hollow by the Vale of Heath, he
mounted the opposite bank, and crossing the road which
joins the villages of Hampstead and Highgate, made along
the remaining portion of the heath to the fields at North
End, in one of which he laid himself down under a hedge,
and slept.
Soon he was up again, and away,—not far into the country, but back towards London by the high-road—then back
again—then over another part of the same ground as he
already traversed—then wandering up and down in fields,
and lying on ditches’ brinks to rest, and starting up to make
for some other spot, and do the same, and ramble on again.
Where could he go, that was near and not too public, to
get some meat and drink? Hendon. That was a good place,
not far off, and out of most people’s way. Thither he directed his steps,—running sometimes, and sometimes, with a
strange perversity, loitering at a snail’s pace, or stopping altogether and idly breaking the hedges with a stick. But when
he got there, all the people he met—the very children at the
doors—seemed to view him with suspicion. Back he turned
again, without the courage to purchase bit or drop, though
he had tasted no food for many hours; and once more he
lingered on the Heath, uncertain where to go.
He wandered over miles and miles of ground, and still
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came back to the old place. Morning and noon had passed,
and the day was on the wane, and still he rambled to and
fro, and up and down, and round and round, and still lingered about the same spot. At last he got away, and shaped
his course for Hatfield.
It was nine o’clock at night, when the man, quite tired
out, and the dog, limping and lame from the unaccustomed
exercise, turned down the hill by the church of the quiet village, and plodding along the little street, crept into a small
public-house, whose scanty light had guided them to the
spot. There was a fire in the tap-room, and some countrylabourers were drinking before it.
They made room for the stranger, but he sat down in the
furthest corner, and ate and drank alone, or rather with his
dog: to whom he cast a morsel of food from time to time.
The conversation of the men assembled here, turned
upon the neighboring land, and farmers; and when those
topics were exhausted, upon the age of some old man who
had been buried on the previous Sunday; the young men
present considering him very old, and the old men present declaring him to have been quite young—not older, one
white-haired grandfather said, than he was—with ten or fifteen year of life in him at least—if he had taken care; if he
had taken care.
There was nothing to attract attention, or excite alarm in
this. The robber, after paying his reckoning, sat silent and
unnoticed in his corner, and had almost dropped asleep,
when he was half wakened by the noisy entrance of a new
comer.
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This was an antic fellow, half pedlar and half mountebank, who travelled about the country on foot to vend
hones, stops, razors, washballs, harness-paste, medicine
for dogs and horses, cheap perfumery, cosmetics, and suchlike wares, which he carried in a case slung to his back.
His entrance was the signal for various homely jokes with
the countrymen, which slackened not until he had made
his supper, and opened his box of treasures, when he ingeniously contrived to unite business with amusement.
‘And what be that stoof? Good to eat, Harry?’ asked a
grinning countryman, pointing to some composition-cakes
in one corner.
‘This,’ said the fellow, producing one, ‘this is the infallible and invaluable composition for removing all sorts of
stain, rust, dirt, mildew, spick, speck, spot, or spatter, from
silk, satin, linen, cambrick, cloth, crape, stuff, carpet, merino, muslin, bombazeen, or woollen stuff. Wine-stains,
fruit-stains, beer-stains, water-stains, paint-stains, pitchstains, any stains, all come out at one rub with the infallible
and invaluable composition. If a lady stains her honour, she
has only need to swallow one cake and she’s cured at once—
for it’s poison. If a gentleman wants to prove this, he has
only need to bolt one little square, and he has put it beyond
question—for it’s quite as satisfactory as a pistol-bullet, and
a great deal nastier in the flavour, consequently the more
credit in taking it. One penny a square. With all these virtues, one penny a square!’
There were two buyers directly, and more of the listeners plainly hesitated. The vendor observing this, increased
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in loquacity.
‘It’s all bought up as fast as it can be made,’ said the fellow. ‘There are fourteen water-mills, six steam-engines, and
a galvanic battery, always a-working upon it, and they can’t
make it fast enough, though the men work so hard that they
die off, and the widows is pensioned directly, with twenty
pound a-year for each of the children, and a premium of fifty for twins. One penny a square! Two half-pence is all the
same, and four farthings is received with joy. One penny a
square! Wine-stains, fruit-stains, beer-stains, water-stains,
paint-stains, pitch-stains, mud-stains, blood-stains! Here is
a stain upon the hat of a gentleman in company, that I’ll
take clean out, before he can order me a pint of ale.’
‘Hah!’ cried Sikes starting up. ‘Give that back.’
‘I’ll take it clean out, sir,’ replied the man, winking to the
company, ‘before you can come across the room to get it.
Gentlemen all, observe the dark stain upon this gentleman’s
hat, no wider than a shilling, but thicker than a half-crown.
Whether it is a wine-stain, fruit-stain, beer-stain, waterstain, paint-stain, pitch-stain, mud-stain, or blood-stain—‘
The man got no further, for Sikes with a hideous imprecation overthrew the table, and tearing the hat from him,
burst out of the house.
With the same perversity of feeling and irresolution
that had fastened upon him, despite himself, all day, the
murderer, finding that he was not followed, and that they
most probably considered him some drunken sullen fellow,
turned back up the town, and getting out of the glare of
the lamps of a stage-coach that was standing in the street,
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was walking past, when he recognised the mail from London, and saw that it was standing at the little post-office. He
almost knew what was to come; but he crossed over, and
listened.
The guard was standing at the door, waiting for the letter-bag. A man, dressed like a game-keeper, came up at the
moment, and he handed him a basket which lay ready on
the pavement.
‘That’s for your people,’ said the guard. ‘Now, look alive
in there, will you. Damn that ‘ere bag, it warn’t ready night
afore last; this won’t do, you know!’
‘Anything new up in town, Ben?’ asked the game-keeper,
drawing back to the window-shutters, the better to admire
the horses.
‘No, nothing that I knows on,’ replied the man, pulling
on his gloves. ‘Corn’s up a little. I heerd talk of a murder, too,
down Spitalfields way, but I don’t reckon much upon it.’
‘Oh, that’s quite true,’ said a gentleman inside, who was
looking out of the window. ‘And a dreadful murder it was.’
‘Was it, sir?’ rejoined the guard, touching his hat. ‘Man
or woman, pray, sir?’
‘A woman,’ replied the gentleman. ‘It is supposed—‘
‘Now, Ben,’ replied the coachman impatiently.
‘Damn that ‘ere bag,’ said the guard; ‘are you gone to
sleep in there?’
‘Coming!’ cried the office keeper, running out.
‘Coming,’ growled the guard. ‘Ah, and so’s the young
‘ooman of property that’s going to take a fancy to me, but I
don’t know when. Here, give hold. All ri—ight!’
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The horn sounded a few cheerful notes, and the coach
was gone.
Sikes remained standing in the street, apparently unmoved by what he had just heard, and agitated by no
stronger feeling than a doubt where to go. At length he went
back again, and took the road which leads from Hatfield to
St. Albans.
He went on doggedly; but as he left the town behind him,
and plunged into the solitude and darkness of the road, he
felt a dread and awe creeping upon him which shook him
to the core. Every object before him, substance or shadow,
still or moving, took the semblance of some fearful thing;
but these fears were nothing compared to the sense that
haunted him of that morning’s ghastly figure following at
his heels. He could trace its shadow in the gloom, supply the
smallest item of the outline, and note how stiff and solemn
it seemed to stalk along. He could hear its garments rustling
in the leaves, and every breath of wind came laden with that
last low cry. If he stopped it did the same. If he ran, it followed—not running too: that would have been a relief: but
like a corpse endowed with the mere machinery of life, and
borne on one slow melancholy wind that never rose or fell.
At times, he turned, with desperate determination, resolved to beat this phantom off, though it should look him
dead; but the hair rose on his head, and his blood stood
still, for it had turned with him and was behind him then.
He had kept it before him that morning, but it was behind
now—always. He leaned his back against a bank, and felt
that it stood above him, visibly out against the cold nightFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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sky. He threw himself upon the road—on his back upon the
road. At his head it stood, silent, erect, and still—a living
grave-stone, with its epitaph in blood.
Let no man talk of murderers escaping justice, and hint
that Providence must sleep. There were twenty score of violent deaths in one long minute of that agony of fear.
There was a shed in a field he passed, that offered shelter
for the night. Before the door, were three tall poplar trees,
which made it very dark within; and the wind moaned
through them with a dismal wail. He COULD NOT walk
on, till daylight came again; and here he stretched himself
close to the wall—to undergo new torture.
For now, a vision came before him, as constant and more
terrible than that from which he had escaped. Those widely
staring eyes, so lustreless and so glassy, that he had better
borne to see them than think upon them, appeared in the
midst of the darkness: light in themselves, but giving light
to nothing. There were but two, but they were everywhere.
If he shut out the sight, there came the room with every wellknown object—some, indeed, that he would have forgotten,
if he had gone over its contents from memory—each in its
accustomed place. The body was in ITS place, and its eyes
were as he saw them when he stole away. He got up, and
rushed into the field without. The figure was behind him.
He re-entered the shed, and shrunk down once more. The
eyes were there, before he had laid himself along.
And here he remained in such terror as none but he can
know, trembling in every limb, and the cold sweat starting
from every pore, when suddenly there arose upon the night570
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wind the noise of distant shouting, and the roar of voices
mingled in alarm and wonder. Any sound of men in that
lonely place, even though it conveyed a real cause of alarm,
was something to him. He regained his strength and energy
at the prospect of personal danger; and springing to his feet,
rushed into the open air.
The broad sky seemed on fire. Rising into the air with
showers of sparks, and rolling one above the other, were
sheets of flame, lighting the atmosphere for miles round,
and driving clouds of smoke in the direction where he
stood. The shouts grew louder as new voices swelled the
roar, and he could hear the cry of Fire! mingled with the
ringing of an alarm-bell, the fall of heavy bodies, and the
crackling of flames as they twined round some new obstacle, and shot aloft as though refreshed by food. The noise
increased as he looked. There were people there—men and
women—light, bustle. It was like new life to him. He darted
onward—straight, headlong—dashing through brier and
brake, and leaping gate and fence as madly as his dog, who
careered with loud and sounding bark before him.
He came upon the spot. There were half-dressed figures
tearing to and fro, some endeavouring to drag the frightened horses from the stables, others driving the cattle from
the yard and out-houses, and others coming laden from the
burning pile, amidst a shower of falling sparks, and the tumbling down of red-hot beams. The apertures, where doors
and windows stood an hour ago, disclosed a mass of raging fire; walls rocked and crumbled into the burning well;
the molten lead and iron poured down, white hot, upon the
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ground. Women and children shrieked, and men encouraged each other with noisy shouts and cheers. The clanking
of the engine-pumps, and the spirting and hissing of the
water as it fell upon the blazing wood, added to the tremendous roar. He shouted, too, till he was hoarse; and flying
from memory and himself, plunged into the thickest of the
throng. Hither and thither he dived that night: now working at the pumps, and now hurrying through the smoke and
flame, but never ceasing to engage himself wherever noise
and men were thickest. Up and down the ladders, upon the
roofs of buildings, over floors that quaked and trembled
with his weight, under the lee of falling bricks and stones,
in every part of that great fire was he; but he bore a charmed
life, and had neither scratch nor bruise, nor weariness nor
thought, till morning dawned again, and only smoke and
blackened ruins remained.
This mad excitement over, there returned, with ten-fold
force, the dreadful consciousness of his crime. He looked
suspiciously about him, for the men were conversing in
groups, and he feared to be the subject of their talk. The dog
obeyed the significant beck of his finger, and they drew off,
stealthily, together. He passed near an engine where some
men were seated, and they called to him to share in their refreshment. He took some bread and meat; and as he drank a
draught of beer, heard the firemen, who were from London,
talking about the murder. ‘He has gone to Birmingham,
they say,’ said one: ‘but they’ll have him yet, for the scouts
are out, and by to-morrow night there’ll be a cry all through
the country.’
572

Oliver Twist

He hurried off, and walked till he almost dropped upon
the ground; then lay down in a lane, and had a long, but
broken and uneasy sleep. He wandered on again, irresolute
and undecided, and oppressed with the fear of another solitary night.
Suddenly, he took the desperate resolution to going back
to London.
‘There’s somebody to speak to there, at all event,’ he
thought. ‘A good hiding-place, too. They’ll never expect to
nab me there, after this country scent. Why can’t I lie by for
a week or so, and, forcing blunt from Fagin, get abroad to
France? Damme, I’ll risk it.’
He acted upon this impluse without delay, and choosing
the least frequented roads began his journey back, resolved
to lie concealed within a short distance of the metropolis,
and, entering it at dusk by a circuitous route, to proceed
straight to that part of it which he had fixed on for his destination.
The dog, though. If any description of him were out, it
would not be forgotten that the dog was missing, and had
probably gone with him. This might lead to his apprehension as he passed along the streets. He resolved to drown
him, and walked on, looking about for a pond: picking up a
heavy stone and tying it to his handerkerchief as he went.
The animal looked up into his master’s face while these
preparations were making; whether his instinct apprehended something of their purpose, or the robber’s sidelong look
at him was sterner than ordinary, he skulked a little farther
in the rear than usual, and cowered as he came more slowly
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along. When his master halted at the brink of a pool, and
looked round to call him, he stopped outright.
‘Do you hear me call? Come here!’ cried Sikes.
The animal came up from the very force of habit; but as
Sikes stooped to attach the handkerchief to his throat, he
uttered a low growl and started back.
‘Come back!’ said the robber.
The dog wagged his tail, but moved not. Sikes made a
running noose and called him again.
The dog advanced, retreated, paused an instant, and
scoured away at his hardest speed.
The man whistled again and again, and sat down and
waited in the expectation that he would return. But no dog
appeared, and at length he resumed his journey.
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CHAPTER XLIX
MONKS AND MR.
BROWNLOW AT
LENGTH MEET. THEIR
CONVERSATION, AND
THE INTELLIGENCE
THAT INTERRUPTS IT

T

he twilight was beginning to close in, when Mr. Brownlow alighted from a hackney-coach at his own door, and
knocked softly. The door being opened, a sturdy man got
out of the coach and stationed himself on one side of the
steps, while another man, who had been seated on the box,
dismounted too, and stood upon the other side. At a sign
from Mr. Brownlow, they helped out a third man, and taking him between them, hurried him into the house. This
man was Monks.
They walked in the same manner up the stairs without
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speaking, and Mr. Brownlow, preceding them, led the way
into a back-room. At the door of this apartment, Monks,
who had ascended with evident reluctance, stopped. The
two men looked at the old gentleman as if for instructions.
‘He knows the alternative,’ said Mr. Browlow. ‘If he hesitates or moves a finger but as you bid him, drag him into
the street, call for the aid of the police, and impeach him as
a felon in my name.’
‘How dare you say this of me?’ asked Monks.
‘How dare you urge me to it, young man?’ replied Mr.
Brownlow, confronting him with a steady look. ‘Are you
mad enough to leave this house? Unhand him. There, sir.
You are free to go, and we to follow. But I warn you, by all
I hold most solemn and most sacred, that instant will have
you apprehended on a charge of fraud and robbery. I am
resolute and immoveable. If you are determined to be the
same, your blood be upon your own head!’
‘By what authority am I kidnapped in the street, and
brought here by these dogs?’ asked Monks, looking from
one to the other of the men who stood beside him.
‘By mine,’ replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘Those persons are indemnified by me. If you complain of being deprived of your
liberty—you had power and opportunity to retrieve it as
you came along, but you deemed it advisable to remain quiet—I say again, throw yourself for protection on the law. I
will appeal to the law too; but when you have gone too far to
recede, do not sue to me for leniency, when the power will
have passed into other hands; and do not say I plunged you
down the gulf into which you rushed, yourself.’
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Monks was plainly disconcerted, and alarmed besides.
He hesitated.
‘You will decide quickly,’ said Mr. Brownlow, with perfect firmness and composure. ‘If you wish me to prefer my
charges publicly, and consign you to a punishment the extent of which, although I can, with a shudder, foresee, I
cannot control, once more, I say, for you know the way. If
not, and you appeal to my forbearance, and the mercy of
those you have deeply injured, seat yourself, without a word,
in that chair. It has waited for you two whole days.’
Monks muttered some unintelligible words, but wavered
still.
‘You will be prompt,’ said Mr. Brownlow. ‘A word from
me, and the alternative has gone for ever.’
Still the man hesitated.
‘I have not the inclination to parley,’ said Mr. Brownlow,
‘and, as I advocate the dearest interests of others, I have not
the right.’
‘Is there—‘ demanded Monks with a faltering tongue,—
‘is there—no middle course?’
‘None.’
Monks looked at the old gentleman, with an anxious eye;
but, reading in his countenance nothing but severity and
determination, walked into the room, and, shrugging his
shoulders, sat down.
‘Lock the door on the outside,’ said Mr. Brownlow to the
attendants, ‘and come when I ring.’
The men obeyed, and the two were left alone together.
‘This is pretty treatment, sir,’ said Monks, throwing down
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his hat and cloak, ‘from my father’s oldest friend.’
‘It is because I was your father’s oldest friend, young man,’
returned Mr. Brownlow; ‘it is because the hopes and wishes
of young and happy years were bound up with him, and
that fair creature of his blood and kindred who rejoined
her God in youth, and left me here a solitary, lonely man:
it is because he knelt with me beside his only sisters’ deathbed when he was yet a boy, on the morning that would—but
Heaven willed otherwise—have made her my young wife;
it is because my seared heart clung to him, from that time
forth, through all his trials and errors, till he died; it is because old recollections and associations filled my heart, and
even the sight of you brings with it old thoughts of him; it
is because of all these things that I am moved to treat you
gently now—yes, Edward Leeford, even now—and blush for
your unworthiness who bear the name.’
‘What has the name to do with it?’ asked the other, after
contemplating, half in silence, and half in dogged wonder,
the agitation of his companion. ‘What is the name to me?’
‘Nothing,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, ‘nothing to you. But it
was HERS, and even at this distance of time brings back to
me, an old man, the glow and thrill which I once felt, only
to hear it repeated by a stranger. I am very glad you have
changed it—very—very.’
‘This is all mighty fine,’ said Monks (to retain his assumed designation) after a long silence, during which he
had jerked himself in sullen defiance to and fro, and Mr.
Brownlow had sat, shading his face with his hand. ‘But what
do you want with me?’
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‘You have a brother,’ said Mr. Brownlow, rousing himself:
‘a brother, the whisper of whose name in your ear when I
came behind you in the street, was, in itself, almost enough
to make you accompany me hither, in wonder and alarm.’
‘I have no brother,’ replied Monks. ‘You know I was an
only child. Why do you talk to me of brothers? You know
that, as well as I.’
‘Attend to what I do know, and you may not,’ said Mr.
Brownlow. ‘I shall interest you by and by. I know that of the
wretched marriage, into which family pride, and the most
sordid and narrowest of all ambition, forced your unhappy
father when a mere boy, you were the sole and most unnatural issue.’
‘I don’t care for hard names,’ interrupted Monks with
a jeering laugh. ‘You know the fact, and that’s enough for
me.’
‘But I also know,’ pursued the old gentleman, ‘the misery,
the slow torture, the protracted anguish of that ill-assorted
union. I know how listlessly and wearily each of that wretched pair dragged on their heavy chain through a world that
was poisoned to them both. I know how cold formalities
were succeeded by open taunts; how indifference gave place
to dislike, dislike to hate, and hate to loathing, until at last
they wrenched the clanking bond asunder, and retiring a
wide space apart, carried each a galling fragment, of which
nothing but death could break the rivets, to hide it in new
society beneath the gayest looks they could assume. Your
mother succeeded; she forgot it soon. But it rusted and cankered at your father’s heart for years.’
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‘Well, they were separated,’ said Monks, ‘and what of
that?’
‘When they had been separated for some time,’ returned
Mr. Brownlow, ‘and your mother, wholly given up to continental frivolities, had utterly forgotten the young husband
ten good years her junior, who, with prospects blighted,
lingered on at home, he fell among new friends. This circumstance, at least, you know already.’
‘Not I,’ said Monks, turning away his eyes and beating
his foot upon the ground, as a man who is determined to
deny everything. ‘Not I.’
‘Your manner, no less than your actions, assures me that
you have never forgotten it, or ceased to think of it with bitterness,’ returned Mr. Brownlow. ‘I speak of fifteen years
ago, when you were not more than eleven years old, and
your father but one-and-thirty—for he was, I repeat, a boy,
when HIS father ordered him to marry. Must I go back to
events which cast a shade upon the memory of your parent,
or will you spare it, and disclose to me the truth?’
‘I have nothing to disclose,’ rejoined Monks. ‘You must
talk on if you will.’
‘These new friends, then,’ said Mr. Brownlow, ‘were a naval officer retired from active service, whose wife had died
some half-a-year before, and left him with two children—
there had been more, but, of all their family, happily but
two survived. They were both daughters; one a beautiful
creature of nineteen, and the other a mere child of two or
three years old.’
‘What’s this to me?’ asked Monks.
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‘They resided,’ said Mr. Brownlow, without seeming to
hear the interruption, ‘in a part of the country to which
your father in his wandering had repaired, and where he
had taken up his abode. Acquaintance, intimacy, friendship, fast followed on each other. Your father was gifted as
few men are. He had his sister’s soul and person. As the old
officer knew him more and more, he grew to love him. I
would that it had ended there. His daughter did the same.
The old gentleman paused; Monks was biting his lips,
with his eyes fixed upon the floor; seeing this, he immediately resumed:
‘The end of a year found him contracted, solemnly contracted, to that daughter; the object of the first, true, ardent,
only passion of a guileless girl.’
‘Your tale is of the longest,’ observed Monks, moving
restlessly in his chair.
‘It is a true tale of grief and trial, and sorrow, young man,’
returned Mr. Brownlow, ‘and such tales usually are; if it were
one of unmixed joy and happiness, it would be very brief. At
length one of those rich relations to strengthen whose interest and importance your father had been sacrificed, as
others are often—it is no uncommon case—died, and to repair the misery he had been instrumental in occasioning,
left him his panacea for all griefs—Money. It was necessary
that he should immediately repair to Rome, whither this
man had sped for health, and where he had died, leaving his
affairs in great confusion. He went; was seized with mortal illness there; was followed, the moment the intelligence
reached Paris, by your mother who carried you with her; he
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died the day after her arrival, leaving no will—NO WILL—
so that the whole property fell to her and you.’
At this part of the recital Monks held his breath, and listened with a face of intense eagerness, though his eyes were
not directed towards the speaker. As Mr. Brownlow paused,
he changed his position with the air of one who has experienced a sudden relief, and wiped his hot face and hands.
‘Before he went abroad, and as he passed through London on his way,’ said Mr. Brownlow, slowly, and fixing his
eyes upon the other’s face, ‘he came to me.’
‘I never heard of that,’ interrupted MOnks in a tone
intended to appear incredulous, but savouring more of disagreeable surprise.
‘He came to me, and left with me, among some other
things, a picture—a portrait painted by himself—a likeness
of this poor girl—which he did not wish to leave behind,
and could not carry forward on his hasty journey. He was
worn by anxiety and remorse almost to a shadow; talked
in a wild, distracted way, of ruin and dishonour worked by
himself; confided to me his intention to convert his whole
property, at any loss, into money, and, having settled on his
wife and you a portion of his recent acquisition, to fly the
country—I guessed too well he would not fly alone—and
never see it more. Even from me, his old and early friend,
whose strong attachment had taken root in the earth that
covered one most dear to both—even from me he withheld
any more particular confession, promising to write and tell
me all, and after that to see me once again, for the last time
on earth. Alas! THAT was the last time. I had no letter, and
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I never saw him more.’
‘I went,’ said Mr. Brownlow, after a short pause, ‘I went,
when all was over, to the scene of his—I will use the term
the world would freely use, for worldly harshness or favour
are now alike to him—of his guilty love, resolved that if my
fears were realised that erring child should find one heart
and home to shelter and compassionate her. The family had
left that part a week before; they had called in such trifling
debts as were outstanding, discharged them, and left the
place by night. Why, or whithter, none can tell.’
Monks drew his breath yet more freely, and looked round
with a smile of triumph.
‘When your brother,’ said Mr. Brownlow, drawing nearer
to the other’s chair, ‘When your brother: a feeble, ragged,
neglected child: was cast in my way by a stronger hand
than chance, and rescued by me from a life of vice and infamy—‘
‘What?’ cried Monks.
‘By me,’ said Mr. Brownlow. ‘I told you I should interest
you before long. I say by me—I see that your cunning associate suppressed my name, although for ought he knew,
it would be quite strange to your ears. When he was rescued by me, then, and lay recovering from sickness in my
house, his strong resemblance to this picture I have spoken
of, struck me with astonishment. Even when I first saw him
in all his dirt and misery, there was a lingering expression
in his face that came upon me like a glimpse of some old
friend flashing on one in a vivid dream. I need not tell you
he was snared away before I knew his history—‘
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

583

‘Why not?’ asked Monks hastily.
‘Because you know it well.’
‘I!’
‘Denial to me is vain,’ replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘I shall show
you that I know more than that.’
‘You—you—can’t prove anything against me,’ stammered Monks. ‘I defy you to do it!’
‘We shall see,’ returned the old gentleman with a searching glance. ‘I lost the boy, and no efforts of mine could
recover him. Your mother being dead, I knew that you alone
could solve the mystery if anybody could, and as when I had
last heard of you you were on your own estate in the West
Indies—whither, as you well know, you retired upon your
mother’s death to escape the consequences of vicious courses here—I made the voyage. You had left it, months before,
and were supposed to be in London, but no one could tell
where. I returned. Your agents had no clue to your residence.
You came and went, they said, as strangely as you had ever
done: sometimes for days together and sometimes not for
months: keeping to all appearance the same low haunts and
mingling with the same infamous herd who had been your
associates when a fierce ungovernable boy. I wearied them
with new applications. I paced the streets by night and day,
but until two hours ago, all my efforts were fruitless, and I
never saw you for an instant.’
‘And now you do see me,’ said Monks, rising boldly, ‘what
then? Fraud and robbery are high-sounding words—justified, you think, by a fancied resemblance in some young
imp to an idle daub of a dead man’s Brother! You don’t even
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know that a child was born of this maudlin pair; you don’t
even know that.’
‘I DID NOT,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, rising too; ‘but within the last fortnight I have learnt it all. You have a brother;
you know it, and him. There was a will, which your mother
destroyed, leaving the secret and the gain to you at her own
death. It contained a reference to some child likely to be the
result of this sad connection, which child was born, and accidentally encountered by you, when your suspicions were
first awakened by his resemblance to your father. You repaired to the place of his birth. There existed proofs—proofs
long suppressed—of his birth and parentage. Those proofs
were destroyed by you, and now, in your own words to your
accomplice the Jew, ‘THE ONLY PROOFS OF THE BOY’S
IDENTITY LIE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE RIVER, AND
THE OLD HAG THAT RECEIVED THEM FORM THE
MOTHER IS ROTTING IN HER COFFIN.’
Unworthy son, coward, liar,—you, who hold your councils with thieves and murderers in dark rooms at night,—you,
whose plots and wiles have brought a violent death upon the
head of one worth millions such as you,—you, who from
your cradle were gall and bitterness to your own father’s
heart, and in whom all evil passions, vice, and profligacy,
festered, till they found a vent in a hideous disease which
had made your face an index even to your mind—you, Edward Leeford, do you still brave me!’
‘No, no, no!’ returned the coward, overwhelmed by these
accumulated charges.
‘Every word!’ cried the gentleman, ‘every word that has
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passed between you and this detested villain, is known to
me. Shadows on the wall have caught your whispers, and
brought them to my ear; the sight of the persecuted child
has turned vice itself, and given it the courage and almost
the attributes of virtue. Murder has been done, to which
you were morally if not really a party.’
‘No, no,’ interposed Monks. ‘I—I knew nothing of that; I
was going to inquire the truth of the story when you overtook me. I didn’t know the cause. I thought it was a common
quarrel.’
‘It was the partial disclosure of your secrets,’ replied Mr.
Brownlow. ‘Will you disclose the whole?’
‘Yes, I will.’
‘Set your hand to a statement of truth and facts, and repeat it before witnesses?’
‘That I promise too.’
‘Remain quietly here, until such a document is drawn up,
and proceed with me to such a place as I may deem most
advisable, for the purpose of attesting it?’
‘If you insist upon that, I’ll do that also,’ replied Monks.
‘You must do more than that,’ said Mr. Brownlow. ‘Make
restitution to an innocent and unoffending child, for such
he is, although the offspring of a guilty and most miserable
love. You have not forgotten the provisions of the will. Carry them into execution so far as your brother is concerned,
and then go where you please. In this world you need meet
no more.’
While Monks was pacing up and down, meditating with
dark and evil looks on this proposal and the possibilities
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of evading it: torn by his fears on the one hand and his hatred on the other: the door was hurriedly unlocked, and a
gentleman (Mr. Losberne) entered the room in violent agitation.
‘The man will be taken,’ he cried. ‘He will be taken tonight!’
‘The murderer?’ asked Mr. Brownlow.
‘Yes, yes,’ replied the other. ‘His dog has been seen lurking about some old haunt, and there seems little doubt hat
his master either is, or will be, there, under cover of the
darkness. Spies are hovering about in every direction. I
have spoken to the men who are charged with his capture,
and they tell me he cannot escape. A reward of a hundred
pounds is proclaimed by Government to-night.’
‘I will give fifty more,’ said Mr. Brownlow, ‘and proclaim
it with my own lips upon the spot, if I can reach it. Where
is Mr. Maylie?’
‘Harry? As soon as he had seen your friend here, safe in
a coach with you, he hurried off to where he heard this,’ replied the doctor, ‘and mounting his horse sallied forth to
join the first party at some place in the outskirts agreed
upon between them.’
‘Fagin,’ said Mr. Brownlow; ‘what of him?’
‘When I last heard, he had not been taken, but he will be,
or is, by this time. They’re sure of him.’
‘Have you made up your mind?’ asked Mr. Brownlow, in
a low voice, of Monks.
‘Yes,’ he replied. ‘You—you—will be secret with me?’
‘I will. Remain here till I return. It is your only hope of
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safety.
They left the room, and the door was again locked.
‘What have you done?’ asked the doctor in a whisper.
‘All that I could hope to do, and even more. Coupling the
poor girl’s intelligence with my previous knowledge, and
the result of our good friend’s inquiries on the spot, I left
him no loophole of escape, and laid bare the whole villainy
which by these lights became plain as day. Write and appoint the evening after to-morrow, at seven, for the meeting.
We shall be down there, a few hours before, but shall require rest: especially the young lady, who MAY have greater
need of firmness than either you or I can quite foresee just
now. But my blood boils to avenge this poor murdered creature. Which way have they taken?’
‘Drive straight to the office and you will be in time,’ replied Mr. Losberne. ‘I will remain here.’
The two gentlemen hastily separated; each in a fever of
excitement wholly uncontrollable.
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CHAPTER L
THE PURSUIT AND ESCAPE

N

ear to that part of the Thames on which the church at
Rotherhithe abuts, where the buildings on the banks
are dirtiest and the vessels on the river blackest with the
dust of colliers and the smoke of close-built low-roofed
houses, there exists the filthiest, the strangest, the most
extraordinary of the many localities that are hidden in London, wholly unknown, even by name, to the great mass of
its inhabitants.
To reach this place, the visitor has to penetrate through
a maze of close, narrow, and muddy streets, thronged by
the rougest and poorest of waterside people, and devoted to
the traffic they may be supposed to occasion. The cheapest
and least delicate provisions are heaped in the shops; the
coarsest and commonest articles of wearing apparel dangle
at the salesman’s door, and stream from the house-parapet
and windows. Jostling with unemployed labourers of the
lowest class, ballast-heavers, coal-whippers, brazen women, ragged children, and the raff and refuse of the river, he
makes his way with difficulty along, assailed by offensive
sights and smells from the narrow alleys which branch off
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on the right and left, and deafened by the clash of ponderous waggons that bear great piles of merchandise from the
stacks of warehouses that rise from every corner. Arriving,
at length, in streets remoter and less-frequented than those
through which he has passed, he walks beneath tottering
house-fronts projecting over the pavement, dismantled
walls that seem to totter as he passes, chimneys half crushed
half hesitating to fall, windows guarded by rusty iron bars
that time and dirt have almost eaten away, every imaginable sign of desolation and neglect.
In such a neighborhood, beyond Dockhead in the Borough of Southwark, stands Jacob’s Island, surrounded by a
muddy ditch, six or eight feet deep and fifteen or twenty
wide when the tide is in, once called Mill Pond, but known
in the days of this story as Folly Ditch. It is a creek or inlet
from the Thames, and can always be filled at high water by
opening the sluices at the Lead Mills from which it took its
old name. At such times, a stranger, looking from one of the
wooden bridges thrown across it at Mill Lane, will see the
inhabitants of the houses on either side lowering from their
back doors and windows, buckets, pails, domestic utensils
of all kinds, in which to haul the water up; and when his eye
is turned from these operations to the houses themselves,
his utmost astonishment will be excited by the scene before
him. Crazy wooden galleries common to the backs of half
a dozen houses, with holes from which to look upon the
slime beneath; windows, broken and patched, with poles
thrust out, on which to dry the linen that is never there;
rooms so small, so filthy, so confined, that the air would
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seem too tainted even for the dirt and squalor which they
shelter; wooden chambers thrusting themselves out above
the mud, and threatening to fall into it—as some have done;
dirt-besmeared walls and decaying foundations; every repulsive lineament of poverty, every loathsome indication of
filth, rot, and garbage; all these ornament the banks of Folly
Ditch.
In Jacob’s Island, the warehouses are roofless and empty;
the walls are crumbling down; the windows are windows
no more; the doors are falling into the streets; the chimneys are blackened, but they yield no smoke. Thirty or forty
years ago, before losses and chancery suits came upon it, it
was a thriving place; but now it is a desolate island indeed.
The houses have no owners; they are broken open, and entered upon by those who have the courage; and there they
live, and there they die. They must have powerful motives
for a secret residence, or be reduced to a destitute condition
indeed, who seek a refuge in Jacob’s Island.
In an upper room of one of these houses—a detached
house of fair size, ruinous in other respects, but strongly
defended at door and window: of which house the back
commanded the ditch in manner already described—there
were assembled three men, who, regarding each other every now and then with looks expressive of perplexity and
expectation, sat for some time in profound and gloomy silence. One of these was Toby Crackit, another Mr. Chitling,
and the third a robber of fifty years, whose nose had been
almost beaten in, in some old scuffle, and whose face bore
a frightful scar which might probably be traced to the same
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

591

occasion. This man was a returned transport, and his name
was Kags.
‘I wish,’ said Toby turning to Mr. Chitling, ‘that you had
picked out some other crig when the two old ones got too
warm, and had not come here, my fine feller.’
‘Why didn’t you, blunder-head!’ said Kags.
‘Well, I thought you’d have been a little more glad to see
me than this,’ replied Mr. Chitling, with a melancholy air.
‘Why, look’e, young gentleman,’ said Toby, ‘when a man
keeps himself so very ex-clusive as I have done, and by that
means has a snug house over his head with nobody a prying and smelling about it, it’s rather a startling thing to have
the honour of a wisit from a young gentleman (however respectable and pleasant a person he may be to play cards
with at conweniency) circumstanced as you are.’
‘Especially, when the exclusive young man has got a
friend stopping with him, that’s arrived sooner than was
expected from foreign parts, and is too modest to want to
be presented to the Judges on his return,’ added Mr. Kags.
There was a short silence, after which Toby Crackit,
seeming to abandon as hopeless any further effort to maintain his usual devil-may-care swagger, turned to Chitling
and said,
‘When was Fagin took then?’
‘Just at dinner-time—two o’clock this afternoon. Charley
and I made our lucky up the wash-us chimney, and Bolter
got into the empty water-butt, head downwards; but his legs
were so precious long that they stuck out at the top, and so
they took him too.’
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‘And Bet?’
‘Poor Bet! She went to see the Body, to speak to who it
was,’ replied Chitling, his countenance falling more and
more, ‘and went off mad, screaming and raving, and beating her head against the boards; so they put a strait-weskut
on her and took her to the hospital—and there she is.’
‘Wot’s come of young Bates?’ demanded Kags.
‘He hung about, not to come over here afore dark, but
he’ll be here soon,’ replied Chitling. ‘There’s nowhere else
to go to now, for the people at the Cripples are all in custody,
and the bar of the ken—I went up there and see it with my
own eyes—is filled with traps.’
‘This is a smash,’ observed Toby, biting his lips. ‘There’s
more than one will go with this.’
‘The sessions are on,’ said Kags: ‘if they get the inquest
over, and Bolter turns King’s evidence: as of course he will,
from what he’s said already: they can prove Fagin an accessory before the fact, and get the trial on on Friday, and he’ll
swing in six days from this, by G—!’
‘You should have heard the people groan,’ said Chitling;
‘the officers fought like devils, or they’d have torn him away.
He was down once, but they made a ring round him, and
fought their way along. You should have seen how he looked
about him, all muddy and bleeding, and clung to them as
if they were his dearest friends. I can see ‘em now, not able
to stand upright with the pressing of the mob, and draggin
him along amongst ‘em; I can see the people jumping up,
one behind another, and snarling with their teeth and making at him; I can see the blood upon his hair and beard, and
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hear the cries with which the women worked themselves
into the centre of the crowd at the street corner, and swore
they’d tear his heart out!’
The horror-stricken witness of this scene pressed his
hands upon his ears, and with his eyes closed got up and
paced violently to and fro, like one distracted.
While he was thus engaged, and the two men sat by in silence with their eyes fixed upon the floor, a pattering noise
was heard upon the stairs, and Sikes’s dog bounded into the
room. They ran to the window, downstairs, and into the
street. The dog had jumped in at an open window; he made
no attempt to follow them, nor was his master to be seen.
‘What’s the meaning of this?’ said Toby when they had
returned. ‘He can’t be coming here. I—I—hope not.’
‘If he was coming here, he’d have come with the dog,’
said Kags, stooping down to examine the animal, who lay
panting on the floor. ‘Here! Give us some water for him; he
has run himself faint.’
‘He’s drunk it all up, every drop,’ said Chitling after
watching the dog some time in silence. ‘Covered with mud—
lame—half blind—he must have come a long way.’
‘Where can he have come from!’ exclaimed Toby. ‘He’s
been to the other kens of course, and finding them filled
with strangers come on here, where he’s been many a time
and often. But where can he have come from first, and how
comes he here alone without the other!’
‘He’—(none of them called the murderer by his old
name)—‘He can’t have made away with himself. What do
you think?’ said Chitling.
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Toby shook his head.
‘If he had,’ said Kags, ‘the dog ‘ud want to lead us away to
where he did it. No. I think he’s got out of the country, and
left the dog behind. He must have given him the slip somehow, or he wouldn’t be so easy.’
This solution, appearing the most probable one, was adopted as the right; the dog, creeping under a chair, coiled
himself up to sleep, without more notice from anybody.
It being now dark, the shutter was closed, and a candle
lighted and placed upon the table. The terrible events of
the last two days had made a deep impression on all three,
increased by the danger and uncertainty of their own position. They drew their chairs closer together, starting at
every sound. They spoke little, and that in whispers, and
were as silent and awe-stricken as if the remains of the murdered woman lay in the next room.
They had sat thus, some time, when suddenly was heard
a hurried knocking at the door below.
‘Young Bates,’ said Kags, looking angrily round, to check
the fear he felt himself.
The knocking came again. No, it wasn’t he. He never
knocked like that.
Crackit went to the window, and shaking all over, drew
in his head. There was no need to tell them who it was; his
pale face was enough. The dog too was on the alert in an instant, and ran whining to the door.
‘We must let him in,’ he said, taking up the candle.
‘Isn’t there any help for it?’ asked the other man in a
hoarse voice.
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

595

‘None. He MUST come in.’
‘Don’t leave us in the dark,’ said Kags, taking down a
candle from the chimney-piece, and lighting it, with such
a trembling hand that the knocking was twice repeated before he had finished.
Crackit went down to the door, and returned followed by
a man with the lower part of his face buried in a handkerchief, and another tied over his head under his hat. He drew
them slowly off. Blanched face, sunken eyes, hollow cheeks,
beard of three days’ growth, wasted flesh, short thick breath;
it was the very ghost of Sikes.
He laid his hand upon a chair which stood in the middle
of the room, but shuddering as he was about to drop into
it, and seeming to glance over his shoulder, dragged it back
close to the wall—as close as it would go—and ground it
against it—and sat down.
Not a word had been exchanged. He looked from one to
another in silence. If an eye were furtively raised and met
his, it was instantly averted. When his hollow voice broke
silence, they all three started. They seemed never to have
heard its tones before.
‘How came that dog here?’ he asked.
‘Alone. Three hours ago.’
‘To-night’s paper says that Fagin’s took. Is it true, or a
lie?’
‘True.’
They were silent again.
‘Damn you all!’ said Sikes, passing his hand across his
forehead.
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‘Have you nothing to say to me?’
There was an uneasy movement among them, but nobody spoke.
‘You that keep this house,’ said Sikes, turning his face to
Crackit, ‘do you mean to sell me, or to let me lie here till
this hunt is over?’
‘You may stop here, if you think it safe,’ returned the person addressed, after some hesitation.
Sikes carried his eyes slowly up the wall behind him:
rather trying to turn his head than actually doing it: and
said, ‘Is—it—the body—is it buried?’
They shook their heads.
‘Why isn’t it!’ he retorted with the same glance behind
him. ‘Wot do they keep such ugly things above the ground
for?—Who’s that knocking?’
Crackit intimated, by a motion of his hand as he left the
room, that there was nothing to fear; and directly came
back with Charley Bates behind him. Sikes sat opposite the
door, so that the moment the boy entered the room he encountered his figure.
‘Toby,’ said the boy falling back, as Sikes turned his eyes
towards him, ‘why didn’t you tell me this, downstairs?’
There had been something so tremendous in the shrinking off of the three, that the wretched man was willing to
propitiate even this lad. Accordingly he nodded, and made
as though he would shake hands with him.
‘Let me go into some other room,’ said the boy, retreating still farther.
‘Charley!’ said Sikes, stepping forward. ‘Don’t you—don’t
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you know me?’
‘Don’t come nearer me,’ answered the boy, still retreating,
and looking, with horror in his eyes, upon the murderer’s
face. ‘You monster!’
The man stopped half-way, and they looked at each other; but Sikes’s eyes sunk gradually to the ground.
‘Witness you three,’ cried the boy shaking his clenched
fist, and becoming more and more excited as he spoke.
‘Witness you three—I’m not afraid of him—if they come
here after him, I’ll give him up; I will. I tell you out at once.
He may kill me for it if he likes, or if he dares, but if I am
here I’ll give him up. I’d give him up if he was to be boiled
alive. Murder! Help! If there’s the pluck of a man among
you three, you’ll help me. Murder! Help! Down with him!’
Pouring out these cries, and accompanying them with
violent gesticulation, the boy actually threw himself, single-handed, upon the strong man, and in the intensity of
his energy and the suddenness of his surprise, brought him
heavily to the ground.
The three spectators seemed quite stupefied. They offered
no interference, and the boy and man rolled on the ground
together; the former, heedless of the blows that showered
upon him, wrenching his hands tighter and tighter in the
garments about the murderer’s breast, and never ceasing to
call for help with all his might.
The contest, however, was too unequal to last long. Sikes
had him down, and his knee was on his throat, when Crackit pulled him back with a look of alarm, and pointed to the
window. There were lights gleaming below, voices in loud
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and earnest conversation, the tramp of hurried footsteps—
endless they seemed in number—crossing the nearest
wooden bridge. One man on horseback seemed to be among
the crowd; for there was the noise of hoofs rattling on the
uneven pavement. The gleam of lights increased; the footsteps came more thickly and noisily on. Then, came a loud
knocking at the door, and then a hoarse murmur from such
a multitude of angry voices as would have made the boldest quail.
‘Help!’ shrieked the boy in a voice that rent the air.
‘He’s here! Break down the door!’
‘In the King’s name,’ cried the voices without; and the
hoarse cry arose again, but louder.
‘Break down the door!’ screamed the boy. ‘I tell you
they’ll never open it. Run straight to the room where the
light is. Break down the door!’
Strokes, thick and heavy, rattled upon the door and lower
window-shutters as he ceased to speak, and a loud huzzah
burst from the crowd; giving the listener, for the first time,
some adequate idea of its immense extent.
‘Open the door of some place where I can lock this
screeching Hell-babe,’ cried Sikes fiercely; running to and
fro, and dragging the boy, now, as easily as if he were an
empty sack. ‘That door. Quick!’ He flung him in, bolted it,
and turned the key. ‘Is the downstairs door fast?’
‘Double-locked and chained,’ replied Crackit, who, with
the other two men, still remained quite helpless and bewildered.
‘The panels—are they strong?’
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‘Lined with sheet-iron.’
‘And the windows too?’
‘Yes, and the windows.’
‘Damn you!’ cried the desperate ruffian, throwing up the
sash and menacing the crowd. ‘Do your worst! I’ll cheat you
yet!’
Of all the terrific yells that ever fell on mortal ears, none
could exceed the cry of the infuriated throng. Some shouted to those who were nearest to set the house on fire; others
roared to the officers to shoot him dead. Among them all,
none showed such fury as the man on horseback, who,
throwing himself out of the saddle, and bursting through
the crowd as if he were parting water, cried, beneath the
window, in a voice that rose above all others, ‘Twenty guineas to the man who brings a ladder!’
The nearest voices took up the cry, and hundreds echoed
it. Some called for ladders, some for sledge-hammers; some
ran with torches to and fro as if to seek them, and still came
back and roared again; some spent their breath in impotent
curses and execrations; some pressed forward with the ecstasy of madmen, and thus impeded the progress of those
below; some among the boldest attempted to climb up by
the water-spout and crevices in the wall; and all waved to
and fro, in the darkness beneath, like a field of corn moved
by an angry wind: and joined from time to time in one loud
furious roar.
‘The tide,’ cried the murderer, as he staggered back into
the room, and shut the faces out, ‘the tide was in as I came
up. Give me a rope, a long rope. They’re all in front. I may
600

Oliver Twist

drop into the Folly Ditch, and clear off that way. Give me a
rope, or I shall do three more murders and kill myself.
The panic-stricken men pointed to where such articles
were kept; the murderer, hastily selecting the longest and
strongest cord, hurried up to the house-top.
All the window in the rear of the house had been long
ago bricked up, except one small trap in the room where the
boy was locked, and that was too small even for the passage
of his body. But, from this aperture, he had never ceased to
call on those without, to guard the back; and thus, when the
murderer emerged at last on the house-top by the door in
the roof, a loud shout proclaimed the fact to those in front,
who immediately began to pour round, pressing upon each
other in an unbroken stream.
He planted a board, which he had carried up with him
for the purpose, so firmly against the door that it must be
matter of great difficulty to open it from the inside; and
creeping over the tiles, looked over the low parapet.
The water was out, and the ditch a bed of mud.
The crowd had been hushed during these few moments,
watching his motions and doubtful of his purpose, but the
instant they perceived it and knew it was defeated, they
raised a cry of triumphant execration to which all their previous shouting had been whispers. Again and again it rose.
Those who were at too great a distance to know its meaning, took up the sound; it echoed and re-echoed; it seemed
as though the whole city had poured its population out to
curse him.
On pressed the people from the front—on, on, on, in
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a strong struggling current of angry faces, with here and
there a glaring torch to lighten them up, and show them out
in all their wrath and passion. The houses on the opposite
side of the ditch had been entered by the mob; sashes were
thrown up, or torn bodily out; there were tiers and tiers of
faces in every window; cluster upon cluster of people clinging to every house-top. Each little bridge (and there were
three in sight) bent beneath the weight of the crowd upon it.
Still the current poured on to find some nook or hole from
which to vent their shouts, and only for an instant see the
wretch.
‘They have him now,’ cried a man on the nearest bridge.
‘Hurrah!’
The crowd grew light with uncovered heads; and again
the shout uprose.
‘I will give fifty pounds,’ cried an old gentleman from the
same quarter, ‘to the man who takes him alive. I will remain here, till he come to ask me for it.’
There was another roar. At this moment the word was
passed among the crowd that the door was forced at last,
and that he who had first called for the ladder had mounted
into the room. The stream abruptly turned, as this intelligence ran from mouth to mouth; and the people at the
windows, seeing those upon the bridges pouring back, quitted their stations, and running into the street, joined the
concourse that now thronged pell-mell to the spot they
had left: each man crushing and striving with his neighbor,
and all panting with impatience to get near the door, and
look upon the criminal as the officers brought him out. The
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cries and shrieks of those who were pressed almost to suffocation, or trampled down and trodden under foot in the
confusion, were dreadful; the narrow ways were completely
blocked up; and at this time, between the rush of some to
regain the space in front of the house, and the unavailing
struggles of others to extricate themselves from the mass,
the immediate attention was distracted from the murderer,
although the universal eagerness for his capture was, if possible, increased.
The man had shrunk down, thoroughly quelled by the
ferocity of the crowd, and the impossibility of escape; but
seeing this sudden change with no less rapidity than it had
occurred, he sprang upon his feet, determined to make one
last effort for his life by dropping into the ditch, and, at
the risk of being stifled, endeavouring to creep away in the
darkness and confusion.
Roused into new strength and energy, and stimulated by
the noise within the house which announced that an entrance had really been effected, he set his foot against the
stack of chimneys, fastened one end of the rope tightly and
firmly round it, and with the other made a strong running
noose by the aid of his hands and teeth almost in a second.
He could let himself down by the cord to within a less distance of the ground than his own height, and had his knife
ready in his hand to cut it then and drop.
At the very instant when he brought the loop over his
head previous to slipping it beneath his arm-pits, and
when the old gentleman before-mentioned (who had clung
so tight to the railing of the bridge as to resist the force of
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the crowd, and retain his position) earnestly warned those
about him that the man was about to lower himself down—
at that very instant the murderer, looking behind him on
the roof, threw his arms above his head, and uttered a yell
of terror.
‘The eyes again!’ he cried in an unearthly screech.
Staggering as if struck by lightning, he lost his balance
and tumbled over the parapet. The noose was on his neck.
It ran up with his weight, tight as a bow-string, and swift as
the arrow it speeds. He fell for five-and-thirty feet. There
was a sudden jerk, a terrific convulsion of the limbs; and
there he hung, with the open knife clenched in his stiffening hand.
The old chimney quivered with the shock, but stood it
bravely. The murderer swung lifeless against the wall; and
the boy, thrusting aside the dangling body which obscured
his view, called to the people to come and take him out, for
God’s sake.
A dog, which had lain concealed till now, ran backwards
and forwards on the parapet with a dismal howl, and collecting himself for a spring, jumped for the dead man’s
shoulders. Missing his aim, he fell into the ditch, turning
completely over as he went; and striking his head against a
stone, dashed out his brains.
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CHAPTER LI
AFFORDING AN
EXPLANATION OF MORE
MYSTERIES THAN ONE,
AND COMPREHENDING
A PROPOSAL OF
MARRIAGE WITH NO
WORD OF SETTLEMENT
OR PIN-MONEY

T

he events narrated in the last chapter were yet but two
days old, when Oliver found himself, at three o’clock in
the afternoon, in a travelling-carriage rolling fast towards
his native town. Mrs. Maylie, and Rose, and Mrs. Bedwin,
and the good doctor were with him: and Mr. Brownlow followed in a post-chaise, accompanied by one other person
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whose name had not been mentioned.
They had not talked much upon the way; for Oliver was
in a flutter of agitation and uncertainty which deprived
him of the power of collecting his thoughts, and almost
of speech, and appeared to have scarcely less effect on his
companions, who shared it, in at least an equal degree. He
and the two ladies had been very carefully made acquainted
by Mr. Brownlow with the nature of the admissions which
had been forced from Monks; and although they knew that
the object of their present journey was to complete the work
which had been so well begun, still the whole matter was
enveloped in enough of doubt and mystery to leave them in
endurance of the most intense suspense.
The same kind friend had, with Mr. Losberne’s assistance,
cautiously stopped all channels of communication through
which they could receive intelligence of the dreadful occurrences that so recently taken place. ‘It was quite true,’ he
said, ‘that they must know them before long, but it might
be at a better time than the present, and it could not be at
a worse.’ So, they travelled on in silence: each busied with
reflections on the object which had brought them together: and no one disposed to give utterance to the thoughts
which crowded upon all.
But if Oliver, under these influences, had remained silent
while they journeyed towards his birth-place by a road he
had never seen, how the whole current of his recollections
ran back to old times, and what a crowd of emotions were
wakened up in his breast, when they turned into that which
he had traversed on foot: a poor houseless, wandering boy,
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without a friend to help him, or a roof to shelter his head.
‘See there, there!’ cried Oliver, eagerly clasping the hand
of Rose, and pointing out at the carriage window; ‘that’s the
stile I came over; there are the hedges I crept behind, for
fear any one should overtake me and force me back! Yonder
is the path across the fields, leading to the old house where
I was a little child! Oh Dick, Dick, my dear old friend, if I
could only see you now!’
‘You will see him soon,’ replied Rose, gently taking his
folded hands between her own. ‘You shall tell him how happy you are, and how rich you have grown, and that in all
your happiness you have none so great as the coming back
to make him happy too.’
‘Yes, yes,’ said Oliver, ‘and we’ll—we’ll take him away
from here, and have him clothed and taught, and send him
to some quiet country place where he may grow strong and
well,—shall we?’
Rose nodded ‘yes,’ for the boy was smiling through such
happy tears that she could not speak.
‘You will be kind and good to him, for you are to every
one,’ said Oliver. ‘It will make you cry, I know, to hear what
he can tell; but never mind, never mind, it will be all over,
and you will smile again—I know that too—to think how
changed he is; you did the same with me. He said ‘God bless
you’ to me when I ran away,’ cried the boy with a burst of affectionate emotion; ‘and I will say ‘God bless you’ now, and
show him how I love him for it!’
As they approached the town, and at length drove
through its narrow streets, it became matter of no small difFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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ficulty to restrain the boy within reasonable bounds. There
was Sowerberry’s the undertaker’s just as it used to be, only
smaller and less imposing in appearance than he remembered it—there were all the well-known shops and houses,
with almost every one of which he had some slight incident
connected—there was Gamfield’s cart, the very cart he used
to have, standing at the old public-house door—there was
the workhouse, the dreary prison of his youthful days, with
its dismal windows frowning on the street—there was the
same lean porter standing at the gate, at sight of whom Oliver involuntarily shrunk back, and then laughed at himself
for being so foolish, then cried, then laughed again—there
were scores of faces at the doors and windows that he knew
quite well—there was nearly everything as if he had left it
but yesterday, and all his recent life had been but a happy
dream.
But it was pure, earnest, joyful reality. They drove
straight to the door of the chief hotel (which Oliver used to
stare up at, with awe, and think a mighty palace, but which
had somehow fallen off in grandeur and size); and here was
Mr. Grimwig all ready to receive them, kissing the young
lady, and the old one too, when they got out of the coach, as
if he were the grandfather of the whole party, all smiles and
kindness, and not offering to eat his head—no, not once;
not even when he contradicted a very old postboy about the
nearest road to London, and maintained he knew it best,
though he had only come that way once, and that time fast
asleep. There was dinner prepared, and there were bedrooms ready, and everything was arranged as if by magic.
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Notwithstanding all this, when the hurry of the first halfhour was over, the same silence and constraint prevailed
that had marked their journey down. Mr. Brownlow did not
join them at dinner, but remained in a separate room. The
two other gentlemen hurried in and out with anxious faces,
and, during the short intervals when they were present, conversed apart. Once, Mrs. Maylie was called away, and after
being absent for nearly an hour, returned with eyes swollen
with weeping. All these things made Rose and Oliver, who
were not in any new secrets, nervous and uncomfortable.
They sat wondering, in silence; or, if they exchanged a few
words, spoke in whispers, as if they were afraid to hear the
sound of their own voices.
At length, when nine o’clock had come, and they began
to think they were to hear no more that night, Mr. Losberne
and Mr. Grimwig entered the room, followed by Mr. Brownlow and a man whom Oliver almost shrieked with surprise
to see; for they told him it was his brother, and it was the
same man he had met at the market-town, and seen looking in with Fagin at the window of his little room. Monks
cast a look of hate, which, even then, he could not dissemble, at the astonished boy, and sat down near the door. Mr.
Brownlow, who had papers in his hand, walked to a table
near which Rose and Oliver were seated.
‘This is a painful task,’ said he, ‘but these declarations,
which have been signed in London before many gentlemen,
must be substance repeated here. I would have spared you
the degradation, but we must hear them from your own lips
before we part, and you know why.’
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‘Go on,’ said the person addressed, turning away his face.
‘Quick. I have almost done enough, I think. Don’t keep me
here.’
‘This child,’ said Mr. Brownlow, drawing Oliver to him,
and laying his hand upon his head, ‘is your half-brother;
the illegitimate son of your father, my dear friend Edwin
Leeford, by poor young Agnes Fleming, who died in giving
him birth.’
‘Yes,’ said Monks, scowling at the trembling boy: the
beating of whose heart he might have heard. ‘That is the
bastard child.’
‘The term you use,’ said Mr. Brownlow, sternly, ‘is a reproach to those long since passed beyong the feeble censure
of the world. It reflects disgrace on no one living, except you
who use it. Let that pass. He was born in this town.’
‘In the workhouse of this town,’ was the sullen reply. ‘You
have the story there.’ He pointed impatiently to the papers
as he spoke.
‘I must have it here, too,’ said Mr. Brownlow, looking
round upon the listeners.
‘Listen then! You!’ returned Monks. ‘His father being
taken ill at Rome, was joined by his wife, my mother, from
whom he had been long separated, who went from Paris
and took me with her—to look after his property, for what
I know, for she had no great affection for him, nor he for
her. He knew nothing of us, for his senses were gone, and
he slumbered on till next day, when he died. Among the papers in his desk, were two, dated on the night his illness first
came on, directed to yourself’; he addressed himself to Mr.
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Brownlow; ‘and enclosed in a few short lines to you, with an
intimation on the cover of the package that it was not to be
forwarded till after he was dead. One of these papers was a
letter to this girl Agnes; the other a will.’
‘What of the letter?’ asked Mr. Brownlow.
‘The letter?—A sheet of paper crossed and crossed again,
with a penitent confession, and prayers to God to help her.
He had palmed a tale on the girl that some secret mystery—
to be explained one day—prevented his marrying her just
then; and so she had gone on, trusting patiently to him, until she trusted too far, and lost what none could ever give
her back. She was, at that time, within a few months of her
confinement. He told her all he had meant to do, to hide
her shame, if he had lived, and prayed her, if he died, not to
curse him memory, or think the consequences of their sin
would be visited on her or their young child; for all the guilt
was his. He reminded her of the day he had given her the
little locket and the ring with her christian name engraved
upon it, and a blank left for that which he hoped one day
to have bestowed upon her—prayed her yet to keep it, and
wear it next her heart, as she had done before—and then ran
on, wildly, in the same words, over and over again, as if he
had gone distracted. I believe he had.’
‘The will,’ said Mr. Brownlow, as Oliver’s tears fell fast.
Monks was silent.
‘The will,’ said Mr. Brownlow, speaking for him, ‘was in
the same spirit as the letter. He talked of miseries which
his wife had brought upon him; of the rebellious disposition, vice, malice, and premature bad passions of you his
Free eBooks at Planet eBook.com

611

only son, who had been trained to hate him; and left you,
and your mother, each an annuity of eight hundred pounds.
The bulk of his property he divided into two equal portions—one for Agnes Fleming, and the other for their child,
it it should be born alive, and ever come of age. If it were a
girl, it was to inherit the money unconditionally; but if a
boy, only on the stipulation that in his minority he should
never have stained his name with any public act of dishonour, meanness, cowardice, or wrong. He did this, he said, to
mark his confidence in the other, and his conviction—only
strengthened by approaching death—that the child would
share her gentle heart, and noble nature. If he were disappointed in this expectation, then the money was to come
to you: for then, and not till then, when both children were
equal, would he recognise your prior claim upon his purse,
who had none upon his heart, but had, from an infant, repulsed him with coldness and aversion.’
‘My mother,’ said Monks, in a louder tone, ‘did what a
woman should have done. She burnt this will. The letter
never reached its destination; but that, and other proofs,
she kept, in case they ever tried to lie away the blot. The
girl’s father had the truth from her with every aggravation that her violent hate—I love her for it now—could add.
Goaded by shame and dishonour he fled with his children
into a remote corner of Wales, changing his very name that
his friends might never know of his retreat; and here, no
great while afterwards, he was found dead in his bed. The
girl had left her home, in secret, some weeks before; he had
searched for her, on foot, in every town and village near; it
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was on the night when he returned home, assured that she
had destroyed herself, to hide her shame and his, that his
old heart broke.’
There was a short silence here, until Mr. Brownlow took
up the thread of the narrative.
‘Years after this,’ he said, ‘this man’s—Edward Leeford’s—mother came to me. He had left her, when only
eighteen; robbed her of jewels and money; gambled, squandered, forged, and fled to London: where for two years he
had associated with the lowest outcasts. She was sinking
under a painful and incurable disease, and wished to recover him before she died. Inquiries were set on foot, and strict
searches made. They were unavailing for a long time, but ultimately successful; and he went back with her to France.
‘There she died,’ said Monks, ‘after a lingering illness;
and, on her death-bed, she bequeathed these secrets to
me, together with her unquenchable and deadly hatred of
all whom they involved—though she need not have left me
that, for I had inherited it long before. She would not believe
that the girl had destroyed herself, and the child too, but
was filled with the impression that a male child had been
born, and was alive. I swore to her, if ever it crossed my path,
to hunt it down; never to let it rest; to pursue it with the bitterest and most unrelenting animosity; to vent upon it the
hatred that I deeply felt, and to spit upon the empty vaunt of
that insulting will by draggin it, if I could, to the very gallows-foot. She was right.
He came in my way at last. I began well; and, but for babbling drabs, I would have finished as I began!’
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As the villain folded his arms tight together, and muttered curses on himself in the impotence of baffled malice,
Mr. Brownlow turned to the terrified group beside him, and
explained that the Jew, who had been his old accomplice
and confidant, had a large reward for keeping Oliver ensnared: of which some part was to be given up, in the event
of his being rescued: and that a dispute on this head had led
to their visit to the country house for the purpose of identifying him.
‘The locket and ring?’ said Mr. Brownlow, turning to
Monks.
‘I bought them from the man and woman I told you of,
who stole them from the nurse, who stole them from the
corpse,’ answered Monks without raising his eyes. ‘You
know what became of them.’
Mr. Brownlow merely nodded to Mr. Grimwig, who disappearing with great alacrity, shortly returned, pushing
in Mrs. Bumble, and dragging her unwilling consort after
him.
‘Do my hi’s deceive me!’ cried Mr. Bumble, with illfeigned enthusiasm, ‘or is that little Oliver? Oh O-li-ver, if
you know’d how I’ve been a-grieving for you—‘
‘Hold your tongue, fool,’ murmured Mrs. Bumble.
‘Isn’t natur, natur, Mrs. Bumble?’ remonstrated the workhouse master. ‘Can’t I be supposed to feel—I as brought
him up porochially—when I see him a-setting here among
ladies and gentlemen of the very affablest description! I
always loved that boy as if he’d been my—my—my own
grandfather,’ said Mr. Bumble, halting for an appropriate
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comparison. ‘Master Oliver, my dear, you remember the
blessed gentleman in the white waistcoat? Ah! he went to
heaven last week, in a oak coffin with plated handles, Oliver.’
‘Come, sir,’ said Mr. Grimwig, tartly; ‘suppress your feelings.’
‘I will do my endeavours, sir,’ replied Mr. Bumble. ‘How
do you do, sir? I hope you are very well.’
This salutation was addressed to Mr. Brownlow, who
had stepped up to within a short distance of the respectable
couple. He inquired, as he pointed to Monks,
‘Do you know that person?’
‘No,’ replied Mrs. Bumble flatly.
‘Perhaps YOU don’t?’ said Mr. Brownlow, addressing her
spouse.
‘I never saw him in all my life,’ said Mr. Bumble.
‘Nor sold him anything, perhaps?’
‘No,’ replied Mrs. Bumble.
‘You never had, perhaps, a certain gold locket and ring?’
said Mr. Brownlow.
‘Certainly not,’ replied the matron. ‘Why are we brought
here to answer to such nonsense as this?’
Again Mr. Brownlow nodded to Mr. Grimwig; and again
that gentleman limped away with extraordinary readiness.
But not again did he return with a stout man and wife; for
this time, he led in two palsied women, who shook and tottered as they walked.
‘You shut the door the night old Sally died,’ said the foremost one, raising her shrivelled hand, ‘but you couldn’t shut
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out the sound, nor stop the chinks.’
‘No, no,’ said the other, looking round her and wagging
her toothless jaws. ‘No, no, no.’
‘We heard her try to tell you what she’d done, and saw
you take a paper from her hand, and watched you too, next
day, to the pawnbroker’s shop,’ said the first.
‘Yes,’ added the second, ‘and it was a ‘locket and gold
ring.’ We found out that, and saw it given you. We were by.
Oh! we were by.’
‘And we know more than that,’ resumed the first, ‘for she
told us often, long ago, that the young mother had told her
that, feeling she should never get over it, she was on her way,
at the time that she was taken ill, to die near the grave of the
father of the child.’
‘Would you like to see the pawnbroker himself?’ asked
Mr. Grimwig with a motion towards the door.
‘No,’ replied the woman; ‘if he—she pointed to Monks—
‘has been coward enough to confess, as I see he had, and
you have sounded all these hags till you have found the
right ones, I have nothing more to say. I DID sell them, and
they’re where you’ll never get them. What then?’
‘Nothing,’ replied Mr. Brownlow, ‘except that it remains
for us to take care that neither of you is employed in a situation of trust again. You may leave the room.’
‘I hope,’ said Mr. Bumble, looking about him with great
ruefulness, as Mr. Grimwig disappeared with the two old
women: ‘I hope that this unfortunate little circumstance
will not deprive me of my porochial office?’
‘Indeed it will,’ replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘You may make up
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your mind to that, and think yourself well off besides.’
‘It was all Mrs. Bumble. She WOULD do it,’ urged Mr.
Bumble; first looking round to ascertain that his partner
had left the room.
‘That is no excuse,’ replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘You were
present on the occasion of the destruction of these trinkets,
and indeed are the more guilty of the two, in the eye of the
law; for the law supposes that your wife acts under your direction.’
‘If the law supposes that,’ said Mr. Bumble, squeezing his
hat emphatically in both hands, ‘the law is a ass—a idiot. If
that’s the eye of the law, the law is a bachelor; and the worst
I wish the law is, that his eye may be opened by experience—
by experience.’
Laying great stress on the repetition of these two words,
Mr. Bumble fixed his hat on very tight, and putting his
hands in his pockets, followed his helpmate downstairs.
‘Young lady,’ said Mr. Brownlow, turning to Rose, ‘give
me your hand. Do not tremble. You need not fear to hear
the few remaining words we have to say.’
‘If they have—I do not know how they can, but if they
have—any reference to me,’ said Rose, ‘pray let me hear them
at some other time. I have not strength or spirits now.’
‘Nay,’ returned the old gentlman, drawing her arm
through his; ‘you have more fortitude than this, I am sure.
Do you know this young lady, sir?’
‘Yes,’ replied Monks.
‘I never saw you before,’ said Rose faintly.
‘I have seen you often,’ returned Monks.
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‘The father of the unhappy Agnes had TWO daughters,’
said Mr. Brownlow. ‘What was the fate of the other—the
child?’
‘The child,’ replied Monks, ‘when her father died in a
strange place, in a strange name, without a letter, book, or
scrap of paper that yielded the faintest clue by which his
friends or relatives could be traced—the child was taken by
some wretched cottagers, who reared it as their own.’
‘Go on,’ said Mr. Brownlow, signing to Mrs. Maylie to approach. ‘Go on!’
‘You couldn’t find the spot to which these people had repaired,’ said Monks, ‘but where friendship fails, hatred will
often force a way. My mother found it, after a year of cunning search—ay, and found the child.’
‘She took it, did she?’
‘No. The people were poor and began to sicken—at least
the man did—of their fine humanity; so she left it with
them, giving them a small present of money which would
not last long, and promised more, which she never meant to
send. She didn’t quite rely, however, on their discontent and
poverty for the child’s unhappiness, but told the history of
the sister’s shame, with such alterations as suited her; bade
them take good heed of the child, for she came of bad blood;;
and told them she was illegitimate, and sure to go wrong at
one time or other. The circumstances countenanced all this;
the people believed it; and there the child dragged on an existence, miserable enough even to satisfy us, until a widow
lady, residing, then, at Chester, saw the girl by chance, pitied her, and took her home. There was some cursed spell, I
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think, against us; for in spite of all our efforts she remained
there and was happy. I lost sight of her, two or three years
ago, and saw her no more until a few months back.’
‘Do you see her now?’
‘Yes. Leaning on your arm.’
‘But not the less my niece,’ cried Mrs. Maylie, folding the
fainting girl in her arms; ‘not the less my dearest child. I
would not lose her now, for all the treasures of the world.
My sweet companion, my own dear girl!’
‘The only friend I ever had,’ cried Rose, clinging to her.
‘The kindest, best of friends. My heart will burst. I cannot
bear all this.’
‘You have borne more, and have been, through all, the
best and gentlest creature that ever shed happiness on every one she knew,’ said Mrs. Maylie, embracing her tenderly.
‘Come, come, my love, remember who this is who waits to
clasp you in his arms, poor child! See here—look, look, my
dear!’
‘Not aunt,’ cried Oliver, throwing his arms about her
neck; ‘I’ll never call her aunt—sister, my own dear sister,
that something taught my heart to love so dearly from the
first! Rose, dear, darling Rose!’
Let the tears which fell, and the broken words which
were exchanged in the long close embrace between the orphans, be sacred. A father, sister, and mother, were gained,
and lost, in that one moment. Joy and grief were mingled
in the cup; but there were no bitter tears: for even grief itself arose so softened, and clothed in such sweet and tender
recollections, that it became a solemn pleasure, and lost all
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character of pain.
They were a long, long time alone. A soft tap at the door,
at length announced that some one was without. Oliver
opened it, glided away, and gave place to Harry Maylie.
‘I know it all,’ he said, taking a seat beside the lovely girl.
‘Dear Rose, I know it all.’
‘I am not here by accident,’ he added after a lengthened
silence; ‘nor have I heard all this to-night, for I knew it yesterday—only yesterday. Do you guess that I have come to
remind you of a promise?’
‘Stay,’ said Rose. ‘You DO know all.’
‘All. You gave me leave, at any time within a year, to renew the subject of our last discourse.’
‘I did.’
‘Not to press you to alter your determination,’ pursued
the young man, ‘but to hear you repeat it, if you would. I
was to lay whatever of station or fortune I might possess
at your feet, and if you still adhered to your former determination, I pledged myself, by no word or act, to seek to
change it.’
‘The same reasons which influenced me then, will influence me know,’ said Rose firmly. ‘If I ever owed a strict and
rigid duty to her, whose goodness saved me from a life of indigence and suffering, when should I ever feel it, as I should
to-night? It is a struggle,’ said Rose, ‘but one I am proud to
make; it is a pang, but one my heart shall bear.’
‘The disclosure of to-night,’—Harry began.
‘The disclosure of to-night,’ replied Rose softly, ‘leaves
me in the same position, with reference to you, as that in
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which I stood before.’
‘You harden your heart against me, Rose,’ urged her lover.
‘Oh Harry, Harry,’ said the young lady, bursting into
tears; ‘I wish I could, and spare myself this pain.’
‘Then why inflict it on yourself?’ said Harry, taking her
hand. ‘Think, dear Rose, think what you have heard tonight.’
‘And what have I heard! What have I heard!’ cried Rose.
‘That a sense of his deep disgrace so worked upon my own
father that he shunned all—there, we have said enough,
Harry, we have said enough.’
‘Not yet, not yet,’ said the young man, detaining her as
she rose. ‘My hopes, my wishes, prospects, feeling: every
thought in life except my love for you: have undergone a
change. I offer you, now, no distinction among a bustling
crowd; no mingling with a world of malice and detraction,
where the blood is called into honest cheeks by aught but
real disgrace and shame; but a home—a heart and home—
yes, dearest Rose, and those, and those alone, are all I have
to offer.’
‘What do you mean!’ she faltered.
‘I mean but this—that when I left you last, I left you
with a firm determination to level all fancied barriers between yourself and me; resolved that if my world could not
be yours, I would make yours mine; that no pride of birth
should curl the lip at you, for I would turn from it. This I
have done. Those who have shrunk from me because of this,
have shrunk from you, and proved you so far right. Such
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power and patronage: such relatives of influence and rank:
as smiled upon me then, look coldly now; but there are smiling fields and waving trees in England’s richest county; and
by one village church—mine, Rose, my own!—there stands
a rustic dwelling which you can make me prouder of, than
all the hopes I have renounced, measured a thousandfold.
This is my rank and station now, and here I lay it down!’
*******
‘It’s a trying thing waiting supper for lovers,’ said Mr.
Grimwig, waking up, and pulling his pocket-handkerchief
from over his head.
Truth to tell, the supper had been waiting a most unreasonable time. Neither Mrs. Maylie, nor Harry, nor Rose
(who all came in together), could offer a word in extenuation.
‘I had serious thoughts of eating my head to-night,’ said
Mr. Grimwig, ‘for I began to think I should get nothing else.
I’ll take the liberty, if you’ll allow me, of saluting the bride
that is to be.’
Mr. Grimwig lost no time in carrying this notice into
effect upon the blushing girl; and the example, being contagious, was followed both by the doctor and Mr. Brownlow:
some people affirm that Harry Maylie had been observed to
set it, orginally, in a dark room adjoining; but the best authorities consider this downright scandal: he being young
and a clergyman.
‘Oliver, my child,’ said Mrs. Maylie, ‘where have you been,
and why do you look so sad? There are tears stealing down
your face at this moment. What is the matter?’
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It is a world of disappointment: often to the hopes we
most cherish, and hopes that do our nature the greatest
honour.
Poor Dick was dead!
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CHAPTER LII
FAGIN’S LAST NIGHT ALIVE

T

he court was paved, from floor to roof, with human faces. Inquisitive and eager eyes peered from every inch of
space. From the rail before the dock, away into the sharpest
angle of the smallest corner in the galleries, all looks were
fixed upon one man—Fagin. Before him and behind: above,
below, on the right and on the left: he seemed to stand surrounded by a firmament, all bright with gleaming eyes.
He stood there, in all this glare of living light, with one
hand resting on the wooden slab before him, the other held
to his ear, and his head thrust forward to enable him to
catch with greater distinctness every word that fell from
the presiding judge, who was delivering his charge to the
jury. At times, he turned his eyes sharply upon them to observe the effect of the slightest featherweight in his favour;
and when the points against him were stated with terrible
distinctness, looked towards his counsel, in mute appeal
that he would, even then, urge something in his behalf. Beyond these manifestations of anxiety, he stirred not hand or
foot. He had scarcely moved since the trial began; and now
that the judge ceased to speak, he still remained in the same
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strained attitude of close attention, with his gaze ben on
him, as though he listened still.
A slight bustle in the court, recalled him to himself. Looking round, he saw that the juryman had turned together, to
consider their verdict. As his eyes wandered to the gallery,
he could see the people rising above each other to see his
face: some hastily applying their glasses to their eyes: and
others whispering their neighbours with looks expressive
of abhorrence. A few there were, who seemed unmindful of
him, and looked only to the jury, in impatient wonder how
they could delay. But in no one face—not even among the
women, of whom there were many there—could he read the
faintest sympathy with himself, or any feeling but one of allabsorbing interest that he should be condemned.
As he saw all this in one bewildered glance, the deathlike
stillness came again, and looking back he saw that the jurymen had turned towards the judge. Hush!
They only sought permission to retire.
He looked, wistfully, into their faces, one by one when
they passed out, as though to see which way the greater
number leant; but that was fruitless. The jailed touched him
on the shoulder. He followed mechanically to the end of the
dock, and sat down on a chair. The man pointed it out, or he
would not have seen it.
He looked up into the gallery again. Some of the people
were eating, and some fanning themselves with handkerchiefs; for the crowded place was very hot. There was one
young man sketching his face in a little note-book. He wondered whether it was like, and looked on when the artist
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broke his pencil-point, and made another with his knife, as
any idle spectator might have done.
In the same way, when he turned his eyes towards the
judge, his mind began to busy itself with the fashion of his
dress, and what it cost, and how he put it on. There was
an old fat gentleman on the bench, too, who had gone out,
some half an hour before, and now come back. He wondered within himself whether this man had been to get his
dinner, what he had had, and where he had had it; and pursued this train of careless thought until some new object
caught his eye and roused another.
Not that, all this time, his mind was, for an instant, free
from one oppressive overwhelming sense of the grave that
opened at his feet; it was ever present to him, but in a vague
and general way, and he could not fix his thoughts upon it.
Thus, even while he trembled, and turned burning hot at
the idea of speedy death, he fell to counting the iron spikes
before him, and wondering how the head of one had been
broken off, and whether they would mend it, or leave it as it
was. Then, he thought of all the horrors of the gallows and
the scaffold—and stopped to watch a man sprinkling the
floor to cool it—and then went on to think again.
At length there was a cry of silence, and a breathless look
from all towards the door. The jury returned, and passed
him close. He could glean nothing from their faces; they
might as well have been of stone. Perfect stillness ensued—
not a rustle—not a breath—Guilty.
The building rang with a tremendous shout, and another,
and another, and then it echoed loud groans, that gathered
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strength as they swelled out, like angry thunder. It was a
peal of joy from the populace outside, greeting the news
that he would die on Monday.
The noise subsided, and he was asked if he had anything
to say why sentence of death should not be passed upon
him. He had resumed his listening attitude, and looked intently at his questioner while the demand was made; but it
was twice repeated before he seemed to hear it, and then he
only muttered that he was an old man—an old man—and
so, dropping into a whisper, was silent again.
The judge assumed the black cap, and the prisoner still
stood with the same air and gesture. A woman in the gallery, uttered some exclamation, called forth by this dread
solemnity; he looked hastily up as if angry at the interruption, and bent forward yet more attentively. The address
was solemn and impressive; the sentence fearful to hear.
But he stood, like a marble figure, without the motion of
a nerve. His haggard face was still thrust forward, his under-jaw hanging down, and his eyes staring out before him,
when the jailer put his hand upon his arm, and beckoned
him away. He gazed stupidly about him for an instant, and
obeyed.
They led him through a paved room under the court,
where some prisoners were waiting till their turns came,
and others were talking to their friends, who crowded
round a grate which looked into the open yard. There was
nobody there to speak to HIM; but, as he passed, the prisoners fell back to render him more visible to the people who
were clinging to the bars: and they assailed him with opproFree eBooks at Planet eBook.com
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brious names, and screeched and hissed. He shook his fist,
and would have spat upon them; but his conductors hurried him on, through a gloomy passage lighted by a few dim
lamps, into the interior of the prison.
Here, he was searched, that he might not have about him
the means of anticipating the law; this ceremony performed,
they led him to one of the condemned cells, and left him
there—alone.
He sat down on a stone bench opposite the door, which
served for seat and bedstead; and casting his blood-shot
eyes upon the ground, tried to collect his thoughts. After
awhile, he began to remember a few disjointed fragments
of what the judge had said: though it had seemed to him, at
the time, that he could not hear a word. These gradually fell
into their proper places, and by degrees suggested more: so
that in a little time he had the whole, almost as it was delivered. To be hanged by the neck, till he was dead—that was
the end. To be hanged by the neck till he was dead.
As it came on very dark, he began to think of all the men
he had known who had died upon the scaffold; some of
them through his means. They rose up, in such quick succession, that he could hardly count them. He had seen some
of them die,—and had joked too, because they died with
prayers upon their lips. With what a rattling noise the drop
went down; and how suddenly they changed, from strong
and vigorous men to dangling heaps of clothes!
Some of them might have inhabited that very cell—sat
upon that very spot. It was very dark; why didn’t they bring
a light? The cell had been built for many years. Scores of
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men must have passed their last hours there. It was like sitting in a vault strewn with dead bodies—the cap, the noose,
the pinioned arms, the faces that he knew, even beneath
that hideous veil.—Light, light!
At length, when his hands were raw with beating against
the heavy door and walls, two men appeared: one bearing
a candle, which he thrust into an iron candlestick fixed
against the wall: the other dragging in a mattress on which
to pass the night; for the prisoner was to be left alone no
more.
Then came the night—dark, dismal, silent night. Other
watchers are glad to hear this church-clock strike, for they
tell of life and coming day. To him they brought despair.
The boom of every iron bell came laden with the one, deep,
hollow sound—Death. What availed the noise and bustle
of cheerful morning, which penetrated even there, to him?
It was another form of knell, with mockery added to the
warning.
The day passed off. Day? There was no day; it was gone
as soon as come—and night came on again; night so long,
and yet so short; long in its dreadful silence, and short in its
fleeting hours. At one time he raved and blasphemed; and at
another howled and tore his hair. Venerable men of his own
persuasion had come to pray beside him, but he had driven
them away with curses. They renewed their charitable efforts, and he beat them off.
Saturday night. He had only one night more to live. And
as he thought of this, the day broke—Sunday.
It was not until the night of this last awful day, that a
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withering sense of his helpless, desperate state came in its
full intensity upon his blighted soul; not that he had ever
held any defined or positive hope of mercy, but that he had
never been able to consider more than the dim probability of
dying so soon. He had spoken little to either of the two men,
who relieved each other in their attendance upon him; and
they, for their parts, made no effort to rouse his attention.
He had sat there, awake, but dreaming. Now, he started up,
every minute, and with gasping mouth and burning skin,
hurried to and fro, in such a paroxysm of fear and wrath
that even they—used to such sights—recoiled from him
with horror. He grew so terrible, at last, in all the tortures of
his evil conscience, that one man could not bear to sit there,
eyeing him alone; and so the two kept watch together.
He cowered down upon his stone bed, and thought of the
past. He had been wounded with some missiles from the
crowd on the day of his capture, and his head was bandaged
with a linen cloth. His red hair hung down upon his bloodless face; his beard was torn, and twisted into knots; his eyes
shone with a terrible light; his unwashed flesh crackled with
the fever that burnt him up. Eight—nine—then. If it was
not a trick to frighten him, and those were the real hours
treading on each other’s heels, where would he be, when
they came round again! Eleven! Another struck, before the
voice of the previous hour had ceased to vibrate. At eight,
he would be the only mourner in his own funeral train; at
eleven—
Those dreadful walls of Newgate, which have hidden so
much misery and such unspeakable anguish, not only from
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the eyes, but, too often, and too long, from the thoughts, of
men, never held so dread a spectacle as that. The few who
lingered as they passed, and wondered what the man was
doing who was to be hanged to-morrow, would have slept
but ill that night, if they could have seen him.
From early in the evening until nearly midnight, little
groups of two and three presented themselves at the lodgegate, and inquired, with anxious faces, whether any reprieve
had been received. These being answered in the negative,
communicated the welcome intelligence to clusters in the
street, who pointed out to one another the door from which
he must come out, and showed where the scaffold would be
built, and, walking with unwilling steps away, turned back
to conjure up the scene. By degrees they fell off, one by one;
and, for an hour, in the dead of night, the street was left to
solitude and darkness.
The space before the prison was cleared, and a few strong
barriers, painted black, had been already thrown across the
road to break the pressure of the expected crowd, when Mr.
Brownlow and Oliver appeared at the wicket, and presented
an order of admission to the prisoner, signed by one of the
sheriffs. They were immediately admitted into the lodge.
‘Is the young gentleman to come too, sir?’ said the man
whose duty it was to conduct them. ‘It’s not a sight for children, sir.’
‘It is not indeed, my friend,’ rejoined Mr. Brownlow; ‘but
my business with this man is intimately connected with
him; and as this child has seen him in the full career of his
success and villainy, I think it as well—even at the cost of
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some pain and fear—that he should see him now.’
These few words had been said apart, so as to be inaudible to Oliver. The man touched his hat; and glancing at
Oliver with some curiousity, opened another gate, opposite
to that by which they had entered, and led them on, through
dark and winding ways, towards the cells.
‘This,’ said the man, stopping in a gloomy passage where
a couple of workmen were making some preparations in
profound silence—‘this is the place he passes through. If
you step this way, you can see the door he goes out at.’
He led them into a stone kitchen, fitted with coppers for
dressing the prison food, and pointed to a door. There was
an open grating above it, throught which came the sound
of men’s voices, mingled with the noise of hammering, and
the throwing down of boards. There were putting up the
scaffold.
From this place, they passed through several strong
gates, opened by other turnkeys from the inner side; and,
having entered an open yard, ascended a flight of narrow
steps, and came into a passage with a row of strong doors on
the left hand. Motioning them to remain where they were,
the turnkey knocked at one of these with his bunch of keys.
The two attendants, after a little whispering, came out into
the passage, stretching themselves as if glad of the temporary relief, and motioned the visitors to follow the jailer into
the cell. They did so.
The condemned criminal was seated on his bed, rocking
himself from side to side, with a countenance more like that
of a snared beast than the face of a man. His mind was evi632
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dently wandering to his old life, for he continued to mutter,
without appearing conscious of their presence otherwise
than as a part of his vision.
‘Good boy, Charley—well done—‘ he mumbled. ‘Oliver,
too, ha! ha! ha! Oliver too—quite the gentleman now—quite
the—take that boy away to bed!’
The jailer took the disengaged hand of Oliver; and, whispering him not to be alarmed, looked on without speaking.
‘Take him away to bed!’ cried Fagin. ‘Do you hear me,
some of you? He has been the—the—somehow the cause of
all this. It’s worth the money to bring him up to it—Bolter’s
throat, Bill; never mind the girl—Bolter’s throat as deep as
you can cut. Saw his head off!’
‘Fagin,’ said the jailer.
‘That’s me!’ cried the Jew, falling instantly, into the attitude of listening he had assumed upon his trial. ‘An old
man, my Lord; a very old, old man!’
‘Here,’ said the turnkey, laying his hand upon his breast
to keep him down. ‘Here’s somebody wants to see you, to
ask you some questions, I suppose. Fagin, Fagin! Are you
a man?’
‘I shan’t be one long,’ he replied, looking up with a face
retaining no human expression but rage and terror. ‘Strike
them all dead! What right have they to butcher me?’
As he spoke he caught sight of Oliver and Mr. Brownlow.
Shrinking to the furthest corner of the seat, he demanded
to know what they wanted there.
‘Steady,’ said the turnkey, still holding him down. ‘Now,
sir, tell him what you want. Quick, if you please, for he
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grows worse as the time gets on.’
‘You have some papers,’ said Mr. Brownlow advancing,
‘which were placed in your hands, for better security, by a
man called Monks.’
‘It’s all a lie together,’ replied Fagin. ‘I haven’t one—not
one.’
‘For the love of God,’ said Mr. Brownlow solemnly, ‘do
not say that now, upon the very verge of death; but tell me
where they are. You know that Sikes is dead; that Monks has
confessed; that there is no hope of any further gain. Where
are those papers?’
‘Oliver,’ cried Fagin, beckoning to him. ‘Here, here! Let
me whisper to you.’
‘I am not afraid,’ said Oliver in a low voice, as he relinquished Mr. Brownlow’s hand.
‘The papers,’ said Fagin, drawing Oliver towards him,
‘are in a canvas bag, in a hole a little way up the chimney in
the top front-room. I want to talk to you, my dear. I want
to talk to you.’
‘Yes, yes,’ returned Oliver. ‘Let me say a prayer. Do! Let
me say one prayer. Say only one, upon your knees, with me,
and we will talk till morning.’
‘Outside, outside,’ replied Fagin, pushing the boy before
him towards the door, and looking vacantly over his head.
‘Say I’ve gone to sleep—they’ll believe you. You can get me
out, if you take me so. Now then, now then!’
‘Oh! God forgive this wretched man!’ cried the boy with
a burst of tears.
‘That’s right, that’s right,’ said Fagin. ‘That’ll help us on.
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This door first. If I shake and tremble, as we pass the gallows,
don’t you mind, but hurry on. Now, now, now!’
‘Have you nothing else to ask him, sir?’ inquired the
turnkey.
‘No other question,’ replied Mr. Brownlow. ‘If I hoped we
could recall him to a sense of his position—‘
‘Nothing will do that, sir,’ replied the man, shaking his
head. ‘You had better leave him.’
The door of the cell opened, and the attendants returned.
‘Press on, press on,’ cried Fagin. ‘Softly, but not so slow.
Faster, faster!’
The men laid hands upon him, and disengaging Oliver
from his grasp, held him back. He struggled with the power
of desperation, for an instant; and then sent up cry upon cry
that penetrated even those massive walls, and rang in their
ears until they reached the open yard.
It was some time before they left the prison. Oliver nearly
swooned after this frightful scene, and was so weak that for
an hour or more, he had not the strength to walk.
Day was dawning when they again emerged. A great
multitude had already assembled; the windows were filled
with people, smoking and playing cards to beguile the time;
the crowd were pushing, quarrelling, joking. Everything
told of life and animation, but one dark cluster of objects in
the centre of all—the black stage, the cross-beam, the rope,
and all the hideous apparatus of death.
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CHAPTER LIII
AND LAST

T

he fortunes of those who have figured in this tale are
nearly closed. The little that remains to their historian
to relate, is told in few and simple words.
Before three months had passed, Rose Fleming and Harry Maylie were married in the village church which was
henceforth to be the scene of the young clergyman’s labours; on the same day they entered into possession of their
new and happy home.
Mrs. Maylie took up her abode with her son and daughter-in-law, to enjoy, during the tranquil remainder of her
days, the greatest felicity that age and worth can know—
the contemplation of the happiness of those on whom the
warmest affections and tenderest cares of a well-spent life,
have been unceasingly bestowed.
It appeared, on full and careful investigation, that if
the wreck of property remaining in the custody of Monks
(which had never prospered either in his hands or in those
of his mother) were equally divided between himself and
Oliver, it would yield, to each, little more than three thousand pounds. By the provisions of his father’s will, Oliver
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would have been entitled to the whole; but Mr. Brownlow,
unwilling to deprive the elder son of the opportunity of
retrieving his former vices and pursuing an honest career,
proposed this mode of distribution, to which his young
charge joyfully acceded.
Monks, still bearing that assumed name, retired with his
portion to a distant part of the New World; where, having
quickly squandered it, he once more fell into his old courses,
and, after undergoing a long confinement for some fresh act
of fraud and knavery, at length sunk under an attack of his
old disorder, and died in prison. As far from home, died the
chief remaining members of his friend Fagin’s gang.
Mr. Brownlow adopted Oliver as his son. Removing with
him and the old housekeeper to within a mile of the parsonage-house, where his dear friends resided, he gratified
the only remaining wish of Oliver’s warm and earnest heart,
and thus linked together a little society, whose condition
approached as nearly to one of perfect happiness as can ever
be known in this changing world.
Soon after the marriage of the young people, the worthy
doctor returned to Chertsey, where, bereft of the presence
of his old friends, he would have been discontented if his
temperament had admitted of such a feeling; and would
have turned quite peevish if he had known how. For two
or three months, he contented himself with hinting that
he feared the air began to disagree with him; then, finding
that the place really no longer was, to him, what it had been,
he settled his business on his assistant, took a bachelor’s
cottage outside the village of which his young friend was
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pastor, and instantaneously recovered. Here he took to gardening, planting, fishing, carpentering, and various other
pursuits of a similar kind: all undertaken with his characteristic impetuosity. In each and all he has since become
famous throughout the neighborhood, as a most profound
authority.
Before his removal, he had managed to contract a strong
friendship for Mr. Grimwig, which that eccentric gentleman cordially reciprocated. He is accordingly visited by Mr.
Grimwig a great many times in the course of the year. On
all such occasions, Mr. Grimwig plants, fishes, and carpenters, with great ardour; doing everything in a very singular
and unprecedented manner, but always maintaining with
his favourite asseveration, that his mode is the right one.
On Sundays, he never fails to criticise the sermon to the
young clergyman’s face: always informing Mr. Losberne, in
strict confidence afterwards, that he considers it an excellent performance, but deems it as well not to say so. It is a
standing and very favourite joke, for Mr. Brownlow to rally
him on his old prophecy concerning Oliver, and to remind
him of the night on which they sat with the watch between
them, waiting his return; but Mr. Grimwig contends that he
was right in the main, and, in proof thereof, remarks that
Oliver did not come back after all; which always calls forth
a laugh on his side, and increases his good humour.
Mr. Noah Claypole: receiving a free pardon from the
Crown in consequence of being admitted approver against
Fagin: and considering his profession not altogether as safe
a one as he could wish: was, for some little time, at a loss
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for the means of a livelihood, not burdened with too much
work. After some consideration, he went into business as
an Informer, in which calling he realises a genteel subsistence. His plan is, to walk out once a week during church
time attended by Charlotte in respectable attire. The lady
faints away at the doors of charitable publicans, and the
gentleman being accommodated with three-penny worth
of brandy to restore her, lays an information next day, and
pockets half the penalty. Sometimes Mr. Claypole faints
himself, but the result is the same.
Mr. and Mrs. Bumble, deprived of their situations, were
gradually reduced to great indigence and misery, and finally
became paupers in that very same workhouse in which they
had once lorded it over others. Mr. Bumble has been heard
to say, that in this reverse and degradation, he has not even
spirits to be thankful for being separated from his wife.
As to Mr. Giles and Brittles, they still remain in their old
posts, although the former is bald, and the last-named boy
quite grey. They sleep at the parsonage, but divide their attentions so equally among its inmates, and Oliver and Mr.
Brownlow, and Mr. Losberne, that to this day the villagers
have never been able to discover to which establishment
they properly belong.
Master Charles Bates, appalled by Sikes’s crime, fell into
a train of reflection whether an honest life was not, after
all, the best. Arriving at the conclusion that it certainly was,
he turned his back upon the scenes of the past, resolved to
amend it in some new sphere of action. He struggled hard,
and suffered much, for some time; but, having a contented
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disposition, and a good purpose, succeeded in the end; and,
from being a farmer’s drudge, and a carrier’s lad, he is now
the merriest young grazier in all Northamptonshire.
And now, the hand that traces these words, falters, as it
approaches the conclusion of its task; and would weave, for
a little longer space, the thread of these adventures.
I would fain linger yet with a few of those among whom
I have so long moved, and share their happiness by endeavouring to depict it. I would show Rose Maylie in all the
bloom and grace of early womanhood, shedding on her
secluded path in life soft and gentle light, that fell on all
who trod it with her, and shone into their hearts. I would
paint her the life and joy of the fire-side circle and the lively
summer group; I would follow her through the sultry fields
at noon, and hear the low tones of her sweet voice in the
moonlit evening walk; I would watch her in all her goodness and charity abroad, and the smiling untiring discharge
of domestic duties at home; I would paint her and her dead
sister’s child happy in their love for one another, and passing whole hours together in picturing the friends whom
they had so sadly lost; I would summon before me, once
again, those joyous little faces that clustered round her knee,
and listen to their merry prattle; I would recall the tones of
that clear laugh, and conjure up the sympathising tear that
glistened in the soft blue eye. These, and a thousand looks
and smiles, and turns fo thought and speech—I would fain
recall them every one.
How Mr. Brownlow went on, from day to day, filling the
mind of his adopted child with stores of knowledge, and
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becoming attached to him, more and more, as his nature
developed itself, and showed the thriving seeds of all he
wished him to become—how he traced in him new traits
of his early friend, that awakened in his own bosom old remembrances, melancholy and yet sweet and soothing—how
the two orphans, tried by adversity, remembered its lessons
in mercy to others, and mutual love, and fervent thanks to
Him who had protected and preserved them—these are all
matters which need not to be told. I have said that they were
truly happy; and without strong affection and humanity
of heart, and gratitude to that Being whose code is Mercy,
and whose great attribute is Benevolence to all things that
breathe, happiness can never be attained.
Within the altar of the old village church there stands a
white marble tablet, which bears as yet but one word: ‘AGNES.’ There is no coffin in that tomb; and may it be many,
many years, before another name is placed above it! But, if
the spirits of the Dead ever come back to earth, to visit spots
hallowed by the love—the love beyond the grave—of those
whom they knew in life, I believe that the shade of Agnes
sometimes hovers round that solemn nook. I believe it none
the less because that nook is in a Church, and she was weak
and erring.
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