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Orthodox Judaism

Orthodox Judaism is a collective term for the

traditionalist branches ofJudaism, which seek to maximally
maintain the received Jewish beliefs and observances and
which coalesced in opposition to the various challenges of
modernity and secularization Theologically, it is chiefly
defined by regarding the Torah, both Written and Oral, as
literally revealed by God on Mount Sinai and faithfully
transmitted ever since. Other key doctrines include belief in
a future resurrection of the dead, divine reward and
punishment, the Election of Israel and an eventual
restoration of the Temple in Jerusalem under the Messiah.
Orthodox Judaism advocates a strict observance of Jewish
Law, or Halakha, which is to be interpreted only according

to received methods and canonical sources due to its divine

origin. It regards the entire halakhic system as the ' -
Visitors in frock coats and hats in the Orthodox Jewish

cemetery in Budapest, Hungary (1920s). Traditionalist Jews
in Hungary were the first anywhere to formndependent
Orthodox Jewish organizationsin the 19th century

unfolding and application of an immutable revelation,

essentially beyond external and historical influence.

Orthodox Judaism is not a centralized denomination.
Relations between its different subgroups are sometimes
strained and the exact limits of Orthodoxy are subject to intense debate. Very roughly, it may be divided between Ultra-Orthodox or
"Haredi", which is more conservative and reclusive, and Modern Orthodox Judaismwhich is relatively open to outer society. Each of
those is itself formed of independent streams. They are almost uniformly exclusionist, regarding Orthodoxy as the only authentic
form of Judaism and rejecting all competing non-Orthodox philosophies as illegitimate. While adhering to traditional beliefs, the
movement is a modern phenomenon. It arose as a result of the breakdown of the autonomous Jewish community since the 18th
century and was much shaped by a conscious struggle against rival alternatives. The strictly observant and theologically aware
Orthodox are a definite minority among all Jews, but there are also numerous semi- and non-practicing persons who are officially
affiliated or personally identifying with the movement. In total, Orthodox Judaism is the largest Jewish religious group, estimated to

have over 2 million practicing adherents and at least an equal number of nominal members or self-identifying supportéf‘%.
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Theology

Orthodox attitudes

A definite and conclusivecredo was never formulated in Judaism; the very question whether it contains any equivalent of dogma is a
matter of intense scholarly controversy. Some researchers attempted to argue that the importance of daily practice and punctilious
adherence to halakha (Jewish religious law) relegated theoretical issues to an ancillary status. Others dismissed this view entirely,
citing the debates in ancient rabbinic sources which castigated various heresies without any reference to observance. However, while
lacking a uniform doctrine, Orthodox Judaism is basically united in affirming several core beliefs, disavowal of which is considered

major blasphemy. As in other aspects, Orthodox positions reflect the mainstream of traditiondRabbinic Judaismthrough the ages.

Attempts to codify these beliefs were undertaken by several medieval authorities, including Saadia Gaon and Joseph Albo. Each
composed his own creed. Yet the 13 principles expounded by Maimonides in his Commentary on the Mishna, authored in the 1160s,
eventually proved the most widely accepted. Various points — for example, Albo listed merely three fundamentals, and did not regard
the Messiah as a key tenet — the exact formulation, and the status of disbelievers (whether mere errants or heretics who can no longer
be considered part of the People Israel) were contested by many of Maimonides' contemporaries and later sages. But in recent
centuries, the 13 principles became standard, and are considered binding and cardinal by Orthodox authorities in a virtually universal

manner. 2]

During the Middle Ages, two systems of thought competed for theological primacy, their advocates promoting them as explanatory
foundations for observance of the Law. One was the rationalist-philosophicschool, which endeavored to present all commandments
as serving higher moral and ethical purposes, while the other was the mystical tradition, exemplified in Kabbalah, which assigned
each rite with a role in the hidden dimensions of reality. Sheer obedience, without much thought and derived from faithfulness to
one's community and ancestry, was believed fit only for the common people, while the educated classes chose either of the two
schools. In the modern era, the prestige of both suffered severe blows, and "naive faith" became popular. At a time when excessive
contemplation in matters of belief was associated with secularization, luminaries such as Israel Meir Kagan stressed the importance
of simple, unsophisticated commitment to the precepts passed down from the Beatified Sages. This is still the standard in the ultra-
Orthodox world[!

In more open Orthodox circles, attempts were made to formulate philosophies that would confront modern sensibilities. Notable
examples are the Hegelian-Kabbalistic theology of Abraham Isaac Kook, who viewed history as progressing toward a Messianic
redemption in a dialectic fashion which required the strengthening of heretical forces, or the existentialist thought of Joseph B.
Soloveitchik, who was deeply influenced by Neo-Kantian ideals. On the fringes of Orthodoxy, thinkers who were at least (and
according to their critics, only) sociologically part of it, ventured toward radical models. These, like the apopathic views of

Yeshayahu Leibowitzor the Feminist interpretation ofTamar Ross, had little to no influence on the mainstream.

God

Orthodox Judaism affirms monotheism, the belief in one God. The basic tenets, drawn from ancient sources like the Talmud as well
as later sages, include the attributes of God in Judaism: one and indivisible, preceding all creation which he alone brought into being,

eternal, omniscient, omnipotent, absolutely incorporeal, and beyond human reason. Maimonides delineated this understanding of a
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monotheistic, personal God in six articles concerning his status as the sole creator, his oneness, his impalpability; that he is first and

last, that God alone may be worshipped, and no other being, and that he is omniscient.

Eschatology

Orthodox Judaism now includes opinions on eschatology which, in past centuries, were not mainstream views in Judaism. The
prophecy of the coming of a Messiah is now central to Orthodox Judaism. According to this doctrine, a Messiah will arise from King
David's lineage, and will bring with him signs such as the restoration of the Temple, peace, and universal acceptance of God.*l The
Messiah will embark on a quest to gather all Jews to the Holy Land, will proclaim prophethood, and will restore the Davidic

Monarchy.

Classical Judaism did incorporate a tradition of belief in the resurrection of the dead.!] There is scriptural basis for this doctrine,
quoted by the Mishnah{8] "All Israelites have a share in the World-to-Come, as it is written: And your people, all of them righteous,
Shall possess the land for all time; They are the shoot that I planted, My handiwork in which I glory (Isa 60:21)." The Mishnah also
brands as heretics any Jew who rejects the doctrine of resurrection or its origin from the Torahl”] Those who deny the doctrine are
deemed to receive no share in the World-to-Come.[®] The Pharisees believed in both a bodily resurrection and the immortality of the
soul. They also believed that acts in this world would effect the state of life in the next world[®] The Mishnah Sahendrin 10 clarifies
that only those who follow the correct theology will have a place in the ¥¢ld to Come10]

There are other passing references to the afterlife in mishnaic tractates. A particularly important one in the Berakhot informs that the
Jewish belief in the afterlife was established long before the compilation of the Mishnah 1 Biblical tradition categorically mentions
Sheol sixty-five times. It is described as an underworld containing the gathering of the dead with their families.??] Numbers 16:30
states that Korah went into Sheol alive, to describe his death in divine retribution!23] The deceased who reside in Sheol have a
"nebulous" existence and there is no reward or punishment in Sheol, which is represented as a dark and gloomy place. But a
distinction is made for kings who are said to be greeted by other kings when entering Sheol' Biblical poetry suggests that
resurrection from Sheol is possible.[15] Prophetic narratives of resurrection in the Bible have been labelled as external cultural

influence by some scholars!16]

The Talmudic discourse expanded on the details of the World to Come. This was to motivate Jewish compliance with their religious
codes1] In brief, the righteous will be rewarded with a place in Gan Eden, the wicked will be punished in Gehinnom, and the
resurrection will take place in the Messianic age. The sequence of these events is unclear.18] Rabbis have supported the concept of

resurrection with plenteous Biblical citations and shown it as a sign of God's omnipotenééf‘:’]

Revelation

The defining doctrine of Orthodox Judaism is the belief that the Law, both Written and Oral, was revealed by God to Moses on
Mount Sinai, and that the Law was transmitted faithfully from Sinai in an unbroken chain ever since. One of the foundational texts of
Rabbinic tradition is the list opening the Ethics of the Fathers, enumerating the sages who received and passed on the Torah, from

Moses throughJoshua, the Elders and Prophets and then onward untilHillel the Elderin and Shammai.

The basic philosophy of Orthodoxy is that the body of revelation is total and complete; its interpretation under new circumstances,
required of scholars in every generation, is conceived as an act of inferring and elaborating based on already prescribed methods, not
of innovation or addition. One clause in the Jerusalem Talmud asserts that anything which a veteran disciple shall teach was already
given at Sinai; and a story in theBabylonian Talmud claims that upon seeing the immensely intricate deduction of futurRabbi Akiva
in a vision, Moses himself was at loss until Akiva proclaimed that everything he teaches was handed over to Moses. Lacunae in
received tradition or disagreements between early sages are attributed to disruptions, especially persecutions which caused to that
"the Torah was forgotten in Israel" — according to Rabbinic lore, these eventually compelled the legists to write down the Oral Law
in the Mishna and Talmud — but the wholeness of the original divine message and the reliability of those who transmitted it through

the ages are axiomatic[20!
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History

Roots of Orthodox Judaism

The roots of Orthodox Judaism can be traced to the late 18th or early 19th century, when elements within German Jewry sought to
reform Jewish belief and practice in the early 19th century in response to the Age of Enlightenment, Jewish Emancipation, and
Haskalah. The Haskalah movement sought to modernize education in light of contemporary scholarship. They rejected claims of the
absolute divine authorship of the Torah, declaring only biblical laws concerning ethics to be binding, and stated that the rest of

halakha (Jewish law) need not be viewed as normative for Jews in wider societysee Reform Judaism).

In reaction to the emergence of Reform Judaism, a group of traditionalist German Jews emerged in support of some of the values of
the Haskalah,[?2 but also wanted to defend the classic, traditional interpretation of Jewish law and tradition. This group was led by
those who opposed the establishment of a new temple in Hamburg [1819], as reflected in the booklet "Ele Divrei HaBerit". As a
group of Reform Rabbis convened in Braunschweig Rabbi Jacob Ettlinger of Altona published a manifesto entitled "Shlomei
Emunei Yisrael" in German and Hebrew, having 177 Rabbis sign on. At this time, the first Orthodox Jewish periodical, "Der Treue
Zions Waechter", was launched with the Hebrew supplement "Shomer Zion HaNe'eman" [1845 - 1855]. In later years, it was Rav
Ettlinger's students Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch and Rabbi Azriel Hildesheimer of Berlin who deepened the awareness and

strength of Orthodox Jewry Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch commented in 1854:

It was not the "Orthodox" Jews who introduced the word "Orthodoxy" into Jewish discussion. It was the modern
"progressive" Jews who first applied this name to "old", "backward" Jews as a derogatory term. This name was at first
resented by "old" Jews. And rightly so. "Orthodox" Judaism does not know any varieties of Judaism. It conceives
Judaism as one and indivisible. It does not know a Mosaic, prophetic, and rabbinic Judaism, nor Orthodox and
Liberal Judaism. It only knows Judaism and non-Judaism. It does not know Orthodox and Liberal Jews. It does
indeed know conscientious and indiferent Jews, good Jews, bad Jews, or baptized Jews; all, nevertheless, Jews with a
mission which they cannot cast off. They are only distinguished accordingly as they fulfill or reject their mission.
(Samson Raphael Hirsch, Religion Allied to Progress, in JMWp. 198)[22]

Hirsch held the opinion that Judaism demands an application of Torah thought to the entire realm of human experience, including the
secular disciplines. His approach was termed the Torah im Derech Eretz approach, or "neo-Orthodoxy". While insisting on strict
adherence to Jewish beliefs and practices, he held that Jews should attempt to engage and influence the modern world, and
encouraged those secular studies compatible with Torah thought. This pattern of religious and secular involvement has been evident
at many times in Jewish history. Scholars believe it was characteristic of the Jews in Babylon during the Amoraic and Geonic
periods, and likewise in early medieval Spain shown by their engagement with both Muslim and Christian society. It appeared as the

traditional response to cultural and scientific innovation.

Traditionalist and reformist Jews in the middle of the nineteenth century had a consensus that the "Orthodox" label was inappropriate
Reformists even referred to the Orthodox as "der so genannte Orthodoxen!' ("the so-called Orthodox"). The traditionalists blamed the
reformists for causing this label to come about by drawing a distinction between themselves and those Jews who adhered to the old
ways 123l

Some scholars believe that Modern Orthodoxy arose from the religious and social realities of Western European Jewry. While non-
Orthodox Jews consider Modern Orthodoxy traditional today, some (the Haredi/Hasidic groups) within the Orthodox community
consider some elements to be of questionable validity. The neo-Orthodox movement holds that Hirsch's views are not accurately
followed by Modern Orthodoxy. [See Torah im Derech Eretz and Torah Umadda "Relationship with Torah im Derech Eretz" for a

more extensive listing.]

Development of Orthodox religious practice
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Contemporary Orthodox Jews believe that they adhere to the same basic philosophy and

legal framework that has existed throughout Jewish history, whereas the other

denominations depart from it. Orthodox Judaism, as it exists today, is an outgrowth that j 1 j }5 "n 5 w ;
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However, the Orthodox claim to absolute fidelity to past tradition has been challenged o 1 e |
by modern scholars who contend that the Judaism of the Middle Ages bore little : % |
resemblance to that practiced by today's Orthodox. Rather, the Orthodox community; as : %g |

a counterreaction to the liberalism of the Haskalah movement, began to embrace far e
more stringent halachic practices than their predecessors, most notably in matters of

Kashrut and Passover dietary laws, where the strictest possible interpretation becomes a o e
religious requirement, even where the Talmud explicitly prefers a more lenient position, The Shulchan Aruch, published in

and even where a more lenient position was practiced by prior generation&>!(26] 1565, is the authoritative legal
code for Orthodox Jews

Jewish historians also note that certain customs of today's Orthodox are not

continuations of past practice, but instead represent innovations that would have been

unknown to prior generations. For example, the now-widespread Haredi tradition of cutting a boy's hair for the first time on his third
birthday (upshirin or upsheerin, Yiddish for "haircut") "originated as an Arab custom that parents cut a newborn boy's hair and
burned it in a fire as a sacrifice", and "Jews in Palestine learned this custom from Arabs and adapted it to a special Jewish
context"[27] The Ashkenazi prohibition against eating kitniyot (grains and legumes such as rice, corn, beans, and peanuts) during
Passover was explicitly rejected in the Talmud, has no known precedent before the 12th century, and represented a minority position
for hundreds of years thereafter, but nonetheless has remained a mandatory prohibition among Ashkenazi Orthodox Jews due to their

historic adherence toReMA's rulings in the Shulchan Aruch (28]

Growth of Orthodox affiliation

In practice, the emphasis on strictness has resulted in the rise of "homogeneous enclaves" with other Haredi Jews that are less likely
to be threatened by assimilation and intermariiage, or even to interact with other Jews who do not share their doctrines[2°]
Nevertheless, this strategy has proved successful, and the number of adherents to Orthodox Judaism, including Haredi and Hasidic

communities, has grown rapidly[zg]

In 1915, Yeshiva College (later Yeshiva University) and its Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminarywas established in New York

City for training in an Orthodox milieu. A school branch was established ih.os Angeles, California.

A number of other influential Orthodox seminaries, many of them Haredi, were established throughout the country, most notably in
New York; Baltimore, Maryland; and Chicago, Illinois. Beth Medrash Govoha, the Haredi yeshiva in Lakewood, New Jersey, is the
largest Talmudic academy in the United States, vith a student body of over 5,000 students.

Streams of Orthodoxy

Orthodox Judaism is heterogeneous, whereby subgroups maintain significant social differences, and less significant differences in
understanding Halakha. What unifies various groups under the "Orthodox" umbrella is the central belief that Torah, including the
Oral Law, was given directly from God to Moses at Mount Sinai and applies in all times and places. As a result, all Orthodox Jews

are required to live in accordance with thecCommandmentsand Jewish law.

Since there is no one Orthodox body, there is no one canonical statement of principles. Rather, each Orthodox group claims to be a
non-exclusive heir to the received tradition of Jewish theology. Many groups have affirmed a literal acceptance of Maimonides

thirteen principles
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Given this (relative) philosophic flexibility, variant viewpoints are possible, particularly
in areas not explicitly demarcated by the Halakha. The result is a relatively broad range
of hashqafoth (Sing. hashkafa Hebrew: noj7win — world view, Weltanschauung) within
Orthodoxy. The greatest differences within strains of Orthodoxy involve the following

issues:

= the degree to which an Orthodox Jew should integrate or disengage from
secular society

= based, in part, on varying interpretations of therhree Oaths, whether
Zionism is part of Judaism or opposed to it, and defining the role of the

modern State of Israel in Judaism Rabbi Moshe Feinstein a leading
= their spiritual approach to Brah, such as therelative roles of mainstream 20th-century American Orthodox
Talmudic study and mysticism or ethics authority.

= the validity of secular knowledge, including critical Jewish scholarship of
Rabbinic literatureand modern philosophicalideas

= whether the Talmudic obligation to learn whilealso practicing a trade/professionapplies in our times
= the centrality ofyeshivas as the place for personal Brah study
= the validity of authoritative spiritual guidance in areas outside of Halakhic decisiorD@'as Torah)
= the importance of maintaining non-Halakhicustoms, such as dress, language, and music
= the role of womenin (religious) society
= the nature of the relationship with non-Jews
Based on their philosophy and doctrine vis-a-vis these core issues, adherents to Orthodoxy can roughly be divided into the subgroups

of Modern Orthodox Judaismand Haredi Judaism, with Hasidic Jewish groups falling into the latter category

Modern Orthodoxy

In general, Modern Orthodoxy's "overall approach ... is the belief that one can and should be a full member of modern society,
accepting the risks to remaining observant, because the benefits outweigh those riskd8% Jews should engage constructively with the
world that they are in tofoster goodness and justicewithin both themselves and the lager community; such as by avoidingsin in their

personal lives while alsocaring for the unfortunate

Thus, Modern Orthodoxy holds that Jewish law is normative and binding, while simultaneously attaching a positive value to
interaction with the modern world. In this view, as expressed by Rabbi Saul Berman3! Orthodox Judaism can "be enriched" by its
intersection with modernity; further, "modern society creates opportunities to be productive citizens engaged in the Divine work of
transforming the world to benefit humanity"'. At the same time, in order to preserve the integrity of halakha, any area of "powerful

inconsistency and conflict" between Brah and modern culture must be filtered out3?)

Modern Orthodoxy also assigns a central role to the "People of Israel" [33] Here two characteristics are manifest: in general, Modern
Orthodoxy places a high national, as well as religious, significance on the State of Israel, and institutions and individuals are,
typically, Zionist in orientation; relatedly, involvement with non-orthodox Jews will extend beyond "outreach” to include institutional

relations and cooperation.

Other "core beliefs" [3% are a recognition of the value and importance of secular studies (see Torah Umadda:Torah and secular
knowledge), a commitment to equality of education for both men and women, and a full acceptance of the importance of being able

to financially support oneself and one's family

Haredi Judaism

Haredi Judaismis a broad spectrum of groups within Orthodox Judaism, all characterized by a rejection of modesecular culture. Its
members are often referred to as "strictly Orthodox" or "ultra-Orthodox"in English, although the term "ultra-Orthodox"is considered
pejorative by many of its adherents[34! Haredim regard themselves as the most religiously authentic group of J ews,[3°] although this

claim is contested by other stream (36][37]
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Haredi Judaism is a reaction to societal changes, including emancipation, enlightenment, the Haskalah movement derived from
enlightenment, acculturation, secularization, religious reform in all its forms from mild to extreme, the rise of the Jewish national
movements, etc.[38] In contrast to Modern Orthodox Judaism, which hastened to embrace modernity, the approach of the Haredim
was to maintain a steadfast adherence both to Jewish Law and custom by segregating themselves from modern society.[39] However,
there are many Haredi communities in which getting a professional degree or establishing a business is encouraged, and contact

exists between Haredi and non-Haredi Jews, as well as between Haredim and non-J ewd0l

Haredi communities are primarily found in Israel, North America and Western Europe. Their estimated global population currently
numbers 1.5-1.8 million, and, due to a virtual absence of interfaith marriage and a high birth rate, their numbers are growing
rapidly.[41] (421(43](44] Their numbers have also been boosted by a substantial number of secular Jews adopting a Haredi lifestyle as
part of the Baal teshuva movement!4°][46][47](48]

Hasidic Judaism

Hasidic Judaism, or Chasidism arose as a spiritual revival movement in
contemporary Western Ukraine during the 18th century, and spread rapidly
throughout Eastern Europe Today, most affiliates reside in the United States, Israel,
and the United Kingdom. Israel Ben Eliezer, the Baal Shem Tov, is regarded as its
founding father, and his disciples developed and disseminated it. Present-day
Hasidism is a sub-group within Haredi Judaism, and is noted for its religious

conservatism and social seclusion. Its members adhere closely both to Orthodox

Jewish practice — with the movement's own unique emphases — and the traditions of

A Lag BaOmer parade in front of
Chabad headquarters at770 Eastern
Parkway, Brooklyn, New York, in
exclusively with Hasidism. 1987

Eastern European Jews, so much so that many of the latter, including various special

styles of dress and the use of the Yiddish language are nowadays associated almost

Hasidic thought draws heavily on Lurianic Kabbalah, and, to an extent, is a

popularization of it. Teachings emphasize God's immanence in the universe, the need to cleave and be one with Him at all times, the
devotional aspect of religious practice, and the spiritual dimension of corporeality and mundane acts. Hasidim, the adherents of
Hasidism, are organized in independent sects known as "courts" or dynasties, each headed by its own hereditary leader, a Rebbe.
Reverence and submission to the Rebbe are key tenets, as he is considered a spiritual authority with whom the follower must bond to
gain closeness to God. The various "courts" share basic convictions, but operate apart, and possess unique traits and customs.
Affiliation is often retained in families for generations, and being Hasidic is as much a sociological factor — entailing, as it does, birth
into a specific community and allegiance to a dynasty oRebbes — as it is a purely religious one. There are several "courts" with many
thousands of member households each, and hundreds of smaller ones. The total number of Hasidim, both adults and children, is

estimated to be above 400,000.

In practice

For guidance in practical application of Jewish law, the majority of Orthodox

Fighag
Jews appeal to the Shulchan Aruch ("Code of Jewish Law" composed in the FeR we “":';i::';;; 4
i | 8385
16th century by Rabbi Joseph Karo), together with its surrounding A oo 11?‘;;:1":::_ =}
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commentaries. Thus, at a general level, there is a large degree of uniformity
amongst all Orthodox Jews. Concerning the details, however, there is often
variance: decisions may be based on various of the standardized codes of
Jewish Law that have been developed over the centuries, as well as on the

various responsa. These codes and responsa may differ from each other as

regards detail (and reflecting the above philosophical differences, as regards

The Babylonian Talmud
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the weight assigned to these). By and large, however, the differences result from the historic dispersal of the Jews and the consequent

development of diferences among regions in ther practices (see minhag).

= Mizrahi and Sephardic Orthodox Jews base their practice on theShulchan Aruch The recent works of Halakha,Kaf
HaChaim, Ben Ish Chaiand Yalkut Yosef are considered authoritative in many Sephardic communities. Thus,
Mizrahi and Sephardi Jews may choose to follow the opinion of th&en Ish Chaiwhen it conflicts with theShulchan
Aruch. Some of these practices are derived from theKabbalistic school of Isaac Luria

= Ashkenazic Orthodox Jews have traditionally based most of their practices on th&eMA, the gloss on the Shulchan
Aruch by Rabbi Moses Isserles, reflecting diferences between Ashkenazi aml Sephardi custom. In the post-Vrld
War Il period, the Mishnah Berurahhas become authoritative. Ashkenazi Jews may choose to follow thé&lishna
Brurah instead of a particular detail of Jewish law as presented in th&hulchan Aruch.

= Chabad Lubavitch Hasidim follows the rulings of Shneur Zalman of Liadiin the Shulchan Aruch HaRav

= Traditional Baladi and Dor Daim (Yemenite Jews) base most of their practices on theMishneh Torah, the
compendium by Maimonides of halakha, written several centuries before theShulchan Aruch. The Talmidei
haRambam also keep Jewish law as codified in theMishneh Torah.

= A smaller number, such as the Romaniote Jews, traditionally rule according to theJerusalem Talmud over the
Babylonian Talmud.

= Spanish and Portuguese Jewsconsider the Shulchan Aruch authoritativelybut differ from other Sephardim by
making less allowance for more recent authorities, in particular customs based on thikabbalah. Some customs are
based on Maimonides or theArba'ah Turim.

Orthodox Judaism emphasizes practicing rules of kashrut, Shabbat, family purity, and tefilah (daily prayer). Many Orthodox Jews
can be identified by their manner of dress and family lifestyle. Orthodox men and women dress modestly by keeping most of their
skin covered. Married women cover their hair, most commonly in the form of a scarf, also in the form of hats, snoods, berets, or,
sometimes, wigs. Orthodox men wear a skullcap known as a kipa, and often fringes calledtzitzit. Many men grow beards, and Haredi
men wear black hats (with a kipa underneath) and suits. Modern Orthodox Jews are sometimes indistinguishable in their dress from
those around them, although they too wear kipas and tzitzit; additionally, on Shabbat, Modern Orthodox men wear suits (or at least a

dress shirt) and dress pants, while women wear fancier dresses or blouses.

Along with these practices, Orthodox Jews practice the laws of negiah,[49] which means touch. Orthodox men and women do not
engage in physical contact with those of the opposite sex outside of their spouse, or immediate family members (such as parents,

siblings, and children).

Demographics

As of 2001, Orthodox Jews and Jews affiliated with an Orthodox synagogue accounted for approximately 50% of British Jews
(150,000), 27% of Israeli Jews(1,500,000),[50] and 13% of American Jews (529,000). Among those affiliated to a synagogue body;,
Orthodox Jews represent 70% of British Jewr;['51] and 27% of American Jewry[sz]

In the United States

In 1880, the number of members of the American Jewry was 250,000. Their numbers swelled with European Jewish migration in the
closing decades of the 19th century and opening decades of the 20th century to 3.5 million by 1924531 This migration was
discouraged by several Rabbis, stating that the American environment was not conducive to Jewish observance, an observation many

Jews agreed with, but only after settling in the United Statet>*]

Although sizable Orthodox Jewish communities are located throughout the United States, the highest number of American Orthodox
Jews live in New York State, particularly in the New York City Metropolitan Area. Two of the main Orthodox communities in the
United States are located inNew York City and Rockland County. In New York City, the neighborhoods of Borough Park Midwood,
Williamsburg, and Crown Heights, located in the borough of Brooklyn, have particularly large Orthodox communities. The most
rapidly growing community of American Orthodox Jews is located in Rockland County and the Hudson Valley of New York,
including the communities of Monsey, Monroe, New Square, Kiryas Joel,1%! and Ramapo.[ss] There are also sizable and rapidly
growing Orthodox communities throughout New Jersey, particularly in Lakewood, Jackson Township, Freehold, Manalapan,[57]

Teaneck, Englewood, Passaic, and Fair Lawn. Growth in the Orthodox Jewish population in Lakewood has driven overall population
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home to the largest American Orthodox
Jewish population. Seen here isCrown
Heights in Brooklyn.

growth, making it the fastest growing town by absolute numerical increase in
New Jersey between roughly 2008 and 2012; Lakewood's population grew
from 70,046 to 96,575, an increase of 26,529 over that perio&s]

In addition, Maryland has a large number of Orthodox Jews, many of whom
live in Baltimore, particularly in the Park Heights, Mount Washington, and
Pikesville areas. Two other laige Orthodox Jewish centers ae southern Florida,

particularly Miami Beach, and the Los Angeles area of California.

In contrast to the liberal American Jewish community, which is dwindling due
to low fertility and high intermarriage and assimilation rates, the Orthodox
Jewish community of the United States is growing rapidly. Among Orthodox
Jews, the fertility rate stands at about 4.1 children per family, as compared to
1.9 children per family among non-Orthodox Jews, and intermarriage among
Orthodox Jews is practically non-existent, standing at about 2%, in contrast to

a 71% intermarriage rate among non-Orthodox Jews. In addition, Orthodox

Judaism has a growing retention rate; while about half of those raised in Orthodox homes previously abandoned Orthodox Judaism,

that number is declining,[sg][eol According to The New York Times, the high growth rate of Orthodox Jews will eventually render

them the dominant demographic force in New Wrk - and American - Jewry[Gl]

On the other hand, Orthodox Jews subscribing to Modern Orthodoxyin its American and UK incarnations, tend to follow far more

right-wing politics than both non-Orthodox and other Orthodox Jews. While the majority of non-Orthodox American Jews are on

average stronglyliberal and supporters of the Democratic Party, the Modern Orthodox subgroup of Orthodox Judaism tends to be far

more conservative, with roughly half describing themselves as political conservatives, and are mostly Republican Party

supporters.[Gz] Modern Orthodox Jews, compared to both the non-Orthodox American Jewry and the Haredi and Hasidic Jewry, also

tend to have a stronger connection to Israel due to their attachment to Zionisitf3!

Movements, organizations, and groups

= Agudath Israel of Americais the largest and most influential Haredi
organization in America. Its roots go back to the establishment of
the original founding of the Agudath Israel movement in 1912 in
Katowitz, Prussia (now Katowice, Poland). The American Agudath
Israel was founded in 1939. There is anAgudat Israel (Hasidic) in
Israel, and alsoDegel HaTorah (non-Hasidic 'Lithuanian”), as well
as an Agudath Israel of Europe. These groups are loosely édfiated
through the World Agudath Israel which from time to time holds a
major gathering in Israel called aknessia. Agudah unites many
rabbinic leaders from the Hasidic Judaism wing with those of the
non-Hasidic "yeshiva" world. It is generally non-nationalistic, and

more or less ambivalent towards the moderrState of Israel[64]

= The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America, known
as the Orthodox Union, or "OU", and the Rabbinical Council of
America, "RCA", are organizations that represent Modern
Orthodox Judaism, a large segment of Orthodoxy in the United

. . T
Heichal Shlomao, former seat of the Chief
Rabbinate of Israelin Jerusalem.

States and Canada. These groups should not be confused with the similarly namednion of Orthodox Rabbis

(described below).

= The National Council of Young Israel (NCYI) and the Council of Young Israel Rabbis(CYIR) are smaller groups that
were founded as Modern Orthodox organizations, are Zionistic, and are in the right wing of Modern Orthodox
Judaism. Young Israel strongly supports, andallies itself with, the settlement movement in Israel. While the lay
membership of synagogues afiliated with the NCY1 are almost exclusively Modern Orthodox in orientation, the
rabbinical leadership of the synagogues ranges from Modern Orthodox to Haredi.

= The Chief Rabbinate of Israell5® was founded with the intention of representing all of Judaism within the State of

Israel, and has two chief rabbis: One is Ashkenazic (of the East European and Russian Jewish tradition), and one is

Sephardic (of the Mediterranean, North AfricanCentral Asian, Middle-Eastern, and ofCaucasus Jewish tradition.)

The rabbinate has never been accepted by most Israeli Haredi groups. Since the 1960s, the Chief rabbinate of Israe

has moved somewhat closer to the positions of Haredi Judaism.
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= Mizrachi, and political parties such asMafdal and National Union (Israel)all represent certain sectors within the
Religious Zionistmovement, both in Israel and the diaspora. The defuné®®! Gush Emunim Meimad, Tzohar, Hazit,
and other movements represent over competing divisions within the sectohey firmly believe in the "Land Of Israel
for the People of Israel according to the ®rah of Israel" principle, although the left-wing Religious ZionisMeimad
party is more pragmatic about such programGush Emunimare the settlement wing ofNational Union (Israel) and
support widespread kiruv as well, through such institutions asMachon Meirand Merkaz HaRay, and individuals like
Rabbi Shlomo Aviner. Another sector includes theHardal faction, which tends to be unallied to the Government and
quite centristic.

= Chabad Lubavitchis a branch of Hasidic Judaism widely known for its emphasis owutreach and education. The
organization has been in existence for 200 years, and especially after th&econd World War, it began sending out
emissaries (shluchim) who have as a mission the bringing back of disdécted Jews to a level of observance
consistent with Chabad norms (i. e., Orthodox JudaismChassidus, Chabad messianism!87] Tanya). They are major
participants in what is known as theBaal Teshuva movement. Their mandate is to introduce Chabad philosophy to
non-observant Jews, and to make them more observant aBeinonis.[681691[701[71][72][73] aAccording to sociologists
studying contemporary Jewry the Chabad movement neither fits into the category oHaredi or modern Orthodox
the standard categories for Orthodox Jews. This is due in part to the existence of the "non-Orthodox Hasidim" (of
which include former Israeli PresidentZzalman Shazan, the lack of oficial recognition of political ard religious
distinctions within Judaism and the open relationship with non-Orthodox Jews represented by the activism of
Chabad emissaries!741[73]

= The Rohr Jewish Learning Instituteis a provider of adult Jewish courses on Jewish historylaw, ethics, philosophy
and rabbinical literature. It also develops Jewish studies curricula specifically for women, college students,
teenagers, and seniors. In 2014, there were 117,500 people enrolled in JLI, making it the largest Jewish education
network in the world.

= [n Israel, although it shares a similar agenda with the SephardiShas political party; Shas is more bipartisan whenit
comes to its own issues, and non-nationalistic-based, with a huge emphasis o8ephardi and Mizrahi Judaism.

= The Agudath HaRabbonim, also known as théJnion of Orthodox Rabbisof the United States and Canada, is a
small Haredi-leaning organization founded in 1902. It should not be confused with "The Union of Orthodox Jewish
Congregations of America" (see above), which is a separate organization. While at one time influential within
Orthodox Judaism, the Agudath HaRabbonim in the last several decades has progressively moved further to the
right; its membership has been dropping, and it has been relatively inactive. Some of its members are rabbis from
Chabad Lubavitch; some are also members of the RCA (see above). It is currently most famous for its 1997
declaration (citing Israeli Chief RabbiYitzhak HalLevi Herzogand Orthodox RabbiJoseph Soloveitchik that the
Conservative and Reform movements are "not Judaism at all".

= The Central Rabbinical Congress of the United States and Canad4CRC) was established in 1952. It is amanti-
Zionist, Haredi organization, closely aligned with theSatmar Hasidic group, which has about 100,000 adherents (an
unknown number of which are rabbis), and like-minded Haredi groups.

= The left-wing Modern Orthodox advocacy groupEdah, formed from United States Modern Orthodox rabbis. Most of
its membership came from synagogues diliated with the Union of Orthodox Congregations and RCA (above). Their
motto was, "The courage to be Modern and Orthodox". Edah ceased operations in 2007, and merged some of its
programs into the left-wingYeshivat Chovevei Trah.

= The Beis Yaakov educational movement, begun in 1917, introduced the concept of formal Judaic schooling for
Orthodox women.

See also

= Haredi Judaism

= Chardal

= Hasidic Judaism

= Divine providence (Judaism)
= Jewish denominations
= Jewish philosophy

= List of Baalei teshuva
= List of Orthodox rabbis
= Lithuanian Judaism

= Religious Zionism

= Sephardi Judaism

= Torah Judaism

References

1. Daniel J. Elazar, Rela Mintz Gefen, The Conservative Movement in Judaism: Dilemmas and OpportunitiesSUNY


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mizrachi_(Religious_Zionism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mafdal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_Zionist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gush_Emunim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meimad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tzohar_(organization)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meimad
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gush_Emunim
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Union_(Israel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machon_Meir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Merkaz_HaRav
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shlomo_Aviner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hardal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chabad_Lubavitch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orthodox_Jewish_outreach
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaliach_(Chabad)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasidic_philosophy#Schools_of_thought
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chabad_messianism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tanya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baal_teshuva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beinoni
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haredi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Orthodox
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zalman_Shazar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohr_Jewish_Learning_Institute
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sephardi_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mizrahi_Jews
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Union_of_Orthodox_Rabbis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yitzhak_HaLevi_Herzog
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Soloveitchik
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conservative_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reform_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Rabbinical_Congress_of_the_United_States_and_Canada
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Zionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satmar_(Hasidic_dynasty)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeshivat_Chovevei_Torah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beis_Yaakov
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haredi_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chardal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hasidic_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Divine_providence_(Judaism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_denominations
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_philosophy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Baalei_teshuva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_rabbis#Orthodox_rabbis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lithuanian_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_Zionism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sephardi_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Torah_Judaism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_J._Elazar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SUNY_Press

10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21

22.
23.

24,

Press (2012). pp. 105-106. For an even higher estimate: Daniel J. ElazaHow Strong is Orthodox Judaism --
Really? The Demographics of Jewish Religious Identificatiorthttp.//wwwjcpa.org/dje/articles2/demographics.htm).
Jerusalem Center for Public Afairs (1991).

. See, for example:Marc B. Shapira The Limits of Orthodox Theology: Maimonides' Thirteen Principles Reappraised

Littman Library of Jewish Civilization (2011). pp. 1-14.

. Benjamin Brown The Comeback of Simple Faith - The Ultra-Orthodox Concept of Religious Belief and Its Rise in the

19th Century (https.//wwwacademia.edu/5157136)

. Berger, David (2002). "The Fragility of Religiais Doctrine: Accounting for Orthodox Acquiescence in the Belief in a

Second Coming".Modern Judaism. 22 (2): 103-114.

. Jon Douglas Levenson (2006).Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate ktory of the God of Life(htt

ps://books.google.com/books?id=iv9I8vgL1liAC)Yale University Press. p. 1.ISBN 978-0-300-13515-2

. Jon Douglas Levenson (2006).Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate Itory of the God of Life(htt

ps://books.google.com/books?id=iv9I8vgL1liAC)Yale University Press. p. 24.1SBN 978-0-300-13515-2

. Jon Douglas Levenson (2006).Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate ktory of the God of Life(htt

ps://books.google.com/books?id=iv9I8vgL1iAC)Yale University Press. p. 25.ISBN 978-0-300-13515-2

. Jon Douglas Levenson (2006).Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate ktory of the God of Life(htt

ps://books.google.com/books?id=ivoI8vgL1iAC)Yale University Press. p. 26.ISBN 978-0-300-13515-2

. Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c

om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 61.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Jon Douglas Levenson (2006).Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate ktory of the God of Life(htt
ps://books.google.com/books?id=iv9I8vgL1iAC)Yale University Press. p. 66.ISBN 978-0-300-13515-2

Jon Douglas Levenson (2006).Resurrection and the Restoration of Israel: The Ultimate Ktory of the God of Life(htt
ps://books.google.com/books?id=iv9I8vgL1liAC)Yale University Press. p. 70.I1SBN 978-0-300-13515-2

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 19.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 20.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 21.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 22.1ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 23.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 79.I1SBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 81.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Leila Leah Bronner (1 June 2011)Journey to Heaven: Exploring Jewish Vews of the Afterlife (https://books.google.c
om/books?id=pBAIBgAAQBAJ) Urim Publications. p. 82.ISBN 978-965-524-100-6

Michael A. Meyer, Response to Modernity: A History of the Reform Movement in JudaismNayne State University
Press (1995). pp. 3-6.

"YIVO | Orthodoxy" (http://wwwyivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspxOrthodoxy). Yivoencyclopedia.org Retrieved
2011-07-22.

Cohn-Sherbok, Dan (2004).Judaism: History Belief, and Practice Routledge. p. 264.1SBN 978-0415236607.

Blutinger, Jeffrey (2007). ""So-Called Orthodoxy': The History of an Unwanted Lab&t. Modern Judaism 27 (3):
310.

Susan Auerbach (1994).Encyclopedia of Multiculturalism: Daniel Ken Inouye-MythologyAmerican Indian (https://bo
oks.google.com/books?id=HI9spAQAAMAAJ) Marshall Cavendish. p. 976.ISBN 978-1-85435-674-1 Retrieved

21 May 2013. "Until the French Revolution, all Jews would probably have been regarded as Orthodox, but in moderr
times, Orthodoxy has developed a self-conscious ideology that, for some, distinguishes it from historical or traditione
Judaism."


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/SUNY_Press
http://www.jcpa.org/dje/articles2/demographics.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerusalem_Center_for_Public_Affairs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marc_B._Shapiro
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benjamin_Brown_(scholar)
https://www.academia.edu/5157136
https://books.google.com/books?id=iv9l8vgL1iAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-13515-2
https://books.google.com/books?id=iv9l8vgL1iAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-13515-2
https://books.google.com/books?id=iv9l8vgL1iAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-13515-2
https://books.google.com/books?id=iv9l8vgL1iAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-13515-2
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=iv9l8vgL1iAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-13515-2
https://books.google.com/books?id=iv9l8vgL1iAC
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-300-13515-2
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
https://books.google.com/books?id=pBAiBgAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-965-524-100-6
http://www.yivoencyclopedia.org/article.aspx/Orthodoxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0415236607
https://books.google.com/books?id=H9spAQAAMAAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-85435-674-1

25.

26.

27.

28.
29.
30.

3L

32

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.
39.
40.
41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

Kraemer, David C. (2007).Jewish Eating and Identity Through the AgesPsychology Press. pp. 151-154.
ISBN 9780203941577.

Steinberg, Paul (2009).Celebrating the Jewish Yar: The Spring andSummer Holidays: Passover The Omer;
Shavuot, Tisha B'Av. Jewish Publication Society ISBN 9780827608504

Fine, Lawrence Ivan G. Marcus (2001).Judaism in Practice: From the Middle Ages Through the Early Modern
Period. Princeton University Press. pp. 117-1191SBN 9780691057873 The tradition of lighting bonfires onLag
B'omer also derives from the same Arab practice of burning the child's cut haias it was initially on that day (rather
than on the third birthday) that the cutting ceremony was performed.

Orach Haim 453:1
Linker, Damon (2010). The Religious Test. W.W. Norton & Company pp. 28—30.ISBN 9780393080551

William B. Helmreich and Reuel ShinnarModern Orthodoxy in America: Possibilities for a Movement under Siegéh
ttp://www.jcpa.org/cjc/jl-383-helmreich.htm)

Rabbi Saul J. Berman,The Ideology of Modern Orthodoxy(http://www.shma.com/2001/02/the-ideologyof-modern-or
thodoxy/)

This includes Modern Orthodox's unequivocal stance prohibiting its members from engaging in gay and Lesbian
relationships. There is, howevey a difference of opinion as to what stance to take with individuals who violate
halakha in this regard. See"Statement of principles of the orthodox rabbis'(http://statementofprinciplesnya.blogspot.
co.il/). Retrieved 15 September2012.

"Here is your document: Some Comments on Centrist Orthodoxy(http://wwwedah.org/backend/coldfusion/seach/d
ocument.cfm?titte=Some+Comments+on+Centrist+Orthodoxy&hyperlink=lamm21.html&type=Document&category=
Orthodoxy+and+Modernity&authortitle=Rabbi+Dr&firsthame=Norman&lastname=Lamm&pubsourceradition,+22:3
&authorid=285) www.edah.org.

Markoe, Lauren (February 6, 2014)."Should ultra-Orthodox Jews be able to decide what they're called?(https://ww
w.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/shotld-ultra-orthodox-jews-be-able-to-decide-what-theyre-called/2014/02/06/
99c2a506-8f74-11e3-878e-d76656564a01_stomhtml). Washington Post Retrieved 2017-01-13.

Tatyana Dumova; Richard Fiordo (30 Septerber 2011). Blogging in the Global Society: Cultural, Political and
Geographical Aspects(https://books.google.com/books?id=TBQgS-bFBUYC&pg=R126). Idea Group Inc (IGI).

p. 126.I1SBN 978-1-60960-744-9 "Haredim regard themselves as the most authentic custodians of Jewish religious
law and tradition which, in their opinion, is binding and unchangeable. They consider all other expressions of
Judaism, including Modern Orthodoxyas deviations from God's laws"

Nora L. Rubel (2010).Doubting the Devout: The Ultra-Orthodox in the Jewish American Imaginatiothttps://books.g
oogle.com/books?id=NR2lyBRvt9QC&pg=R148). Columbia University Press. p. 148ISBN 978-0-231-14187-1
Retrieved 24 July 2013. "Mainstream Jews have—until recently—maintained the impression that the ultraorthodox
are the 'real' Jews!

llan 2012: "One of the main sources of power enabling Haredi Jews' extreme behavior is the Israeli public's widely
held view that their way of life represents traditional Judaism, and that when it comes to Judaism, more radical
means more authentic. This is among the most strongly held and unfounded myths in Israel society

For example: Arnold Eisen,Rethinking Modern Judaism University of Chicago Press, 1998. p. 3.

Batnitzky 2011, pp. 184-185

Cite error: The named referenceWertheimer was invoked but never defined (see thehelp page).

Norman S. Cohen (1 January 2012).The Americanization of the Jews(https://books.google.com/books?id=zjilUuHnk
eOIC&pg=PA389). NYU Press. p. 389.I1SBN 978-0-8147-3957-0 "Given the high fertility and statistical
insignificance of intermarriage among ultra-Orthodox haredim in contrast to most of the rest of the Jews...

Wise 2007

Buck, Tobias (2011-11-06)."Israel's secular activists start to fight back'(http://wwwft.com/cms/s/0/a73539f0-071e-1
1lel-8ccbh-00144feabdcO.html#axzz1dAGyakso)Financial Times. Retrieved 2013-03-26.

Berman, Eli (2000). "Sect, Subsidyand Sacirifice: An Economist's Mew of Ultra-Orthodox Jews".Quarterly Journal
of Economics. 115 (3): 905-953.d0i:10.1162/003355300554944(https://doi.org/10.1162/003355300554944)

Selomo A. Deden; Charles Seymour Liebman; Moshe Shokeid (1 January 1995}sraeli Judaism: The Sociology of
Religion in Israel (https://books.google.com/books?id=aBOTPILb9YC&pg=PA28). Transaction Publishers. p. 28.
ISBN 978-1-4128-2674-7. "The number of baalei teshuvah, "penitents” from secular backgrounds who become
Ultraorthodox Jews, amounts to a few thousand, mainly between the years 1975-87, and is modest compared with
the natural growth of the haredim; but the phenomenon has generated great interest in Isragl.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780203941577
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780827608504
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Honey_Cakes_and_Torah&action=edit&redlink=1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780691057873
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/9780393080551
http://www.jcpa.org/cjc/jl-383-helmreich.htm
http://www.shma.com/2001/02/the-ideology-of-modern-orthodoxy/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halakha
http://statementofprinciplesnya.blogspot.co.il/
http://www.edah.org/backend/coldfusion/search/document.cfm?title=Some+Comments+on+Centrist+Orthodoxy&hyperlink=lamm21.html&type=Document&category=Orthodoxy+and+Modernity&authortitle=Rabbi+Dr&firstname=Norman&lastname=Lamm&pubsource=Tradition,+22:3&authorid=285
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/religion/should-ultra-orthodox-jews-be-able-to-decide-what-theyre-called/2014/02/06/99c2a506-8f74-11e3-878e-d76656564a01_story.html
https://books.google.com/books?id=TBQqS-bFBUYC&pg=PA126
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-60960-744-9
https://books.google.com/books?id=NR2lyBRvt9QC&pg=PA148
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-231-14187-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Cite_errors/Cite_error_references_no_text
https://books.google.com/books?id=zjiUuHnkeOIC&pg=PA389
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8147-3957-0
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/a73539f0-071e-11e1-8ccb-00144feabdc0.html#axzz1dAGyakso
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://doi.org/10.1162/003355300554944
https://books.google.com/books?id=aBOTrPILb9YC&pg=PA28
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-1-4128-2674-7

46.

47.

48.

49,

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.
67.

Harris 1992, p. 490: "This movement began in the US, but is now centred in Israel, where, since 1967, many
thousands of Jews have consciously adopted an ultra-Orthodox lifestyle."

Weintraub 2002 p. 211: "Many of the Ultra-Orthodox Jews living in Brooklyn are baaley tshuva, Jews who have
gone through a repentance experience and have become Orthodox, though they may have been raised in entirely
secular Jewish homes."

Returning to Tradition: The Contemporary Revival of Orthodox Judaism, By M. Herbert Danzger: "A survey of Jews
in the New York metropolitan area found that24% of those who were highly observant ... had been reared by
parents who did not share such scruples. [...] The ba'al t'shuva represents a new phenomenon for Judaism; for the
first time there are not only Jews who leave the fold ... but also a substantial number who "return”. p. 2; and:
"Defined in terms of observance, then, the number of newly Orthodox is about 100,000." p. 193.

"Shomer Negiah, the Prohibition on duching - My Jewish Learning"(https://wwwmyjewishlearning.com/article/stom
er-negiah/).

Poll: 7.1 percent of Israeli Jews define themselves as Reform or Conservativéhttp://wwwhaaretz.com/jewish-world/j
ewish-world-news/.premium-1.528994)Haaretz, 11 June 2013

Synagogue membership in the United Kingdom in 201@http://wwwjpr.org.uk/downloads/Synagogue%20membershi
p.pdf) Archived (https://wwwwebcitation.org/60Mnkiz1A?urlttp://www jpr.org.uk/downloads/Synagogue%20memb
ership.pdf) 2011-07-22 atWebCite

American Jewish Religious Denominationghttp://wwwjewishfederations.org/local_inclaes/downloads/7579.pdf)
Archived (https://web.archive.org/web/20120118200821/http://mwvjewishfederations.org/local_includes/downloads/
7579.pdf) 2012-01-18 at theWayback Machine, United Jewish Communities Report Series on the National Jewish
Population Survey 2001-01, (&ble 2, pg. 9)

Zev Eleff (July 2016). Modern Orthodox Judaism: A Documentary Historyhttps://books.google.com/books?id=osks
DAAAQBAJ). U of Nebraska Press. p. 77.1SBN 978-0-8276-1291-4

Zev Eleff (July 2016). Modern Orthodox Judaism: A Documentary Historyhttps://books.google.com/books?id=osks
DAAAQBAJ). U of Nebraska Press. p. 78.1SBN 978-0-8276-1291-4

"Neighbors riled as insular Hasidic village seeks to expand(http://wwwkoreatimesus.com/neighbors-rile-as-insular
-hasidic-village-seeks-to-expand/) The Korea Times. February 27, 2017. Retrieved March 4, 2017.

Jonathan Bandler Steve Lieberman, and Ridard Liebson (January 9, 2016)."Ramapo nears breaking point"(http://
www.nhorthjersey.com/longform/news/local/rockland/ramapo/2017/01/08/ramapo-ny-breakg-point/95369994/)
NorthJersey.com, part of the USA TODAY network. Retrieved January 9, 2016.

Jill Kirsch (August 17, 2017)."Manalapan: A Welcoming Jewish Communiy in the Heart of New Jersey"(https://ww
w.jewishlinknj.com/community-news/bergen/P261-manalapan-a-welcoming-jewish-community-in-the-heart-of-new-j
ersey). Jewish Link of New Jersey Retrieved July 4, 2018.

Stephen Sirlling (March 1, 2017)."The 20 fastest growing towns in New Jersey'(http://wwwnj.com/news/index.ssf/2
017/03/the_20_fastest_growing_towns_in_nj.html#incart_m-rpt-2)NJ Advance Media for NJ.com Retrieved

March 3,2017.

"Pew survey of U.S. Jews: soaring intermarriage, assimilation rates(http://www jta.org/2013/10/01/news-opinioruni
ted-states/pew-survey-u-s-jewish-intermarriage-rate-rises-to-58-percentyewish Telegraphic Agency.

"Eight facts about Orthodox Jews from the Pew Research surveythttp://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/201310/1
7/eight-facts-about-orthodox-jews-from-the-pew-research-survey/YPew Research Center 17 October 2013.

David Brooks (March 7, 2013)."The Orthodox Surge"(https://wwwnytimes.com/2013/03/08/opiniam/brooks-the-ortho
dox-surge.html?_r=0) The New York Times. Retrieved March 17,2013.

"Jewish American's Social and Political Vews - Pew Research Center"(http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/chapte
r-6-social-and-political-views/) Pew Research Center's Religion & Public Life Projectl October 2013.

"Jewish Americans' Connection With and Attitudes dward Israel - Pew Research Center'(http://www.pewforum.org/
2013/10/01/chapter-5-connection-with-and-attitudes-towards-israel/#attachment-to-israelpew Research Center's
Religion & Public Life Project 1 October 2013.

"The "Aguddat Israel" Movement'(http://wwwacs.ucalgaryca/~elsegal/363 Transp/Orthodoxy/Aguddah.html)

[1] (http://wwwisrael-mfa.govil/gov/relaffs.html) Archived (https://web.archive.org/web/20120125033058/http://wwwir
srael-mfa.govil/gov/relaffs.html) January 25, 2012, at theWayback Machine

Encyclopaedia Judaica: \blume 8, p. 145
The Encyclopedia of Hasidism entry: Habad, Jonathan Sacks, pp. 161-164


https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/shomer-negiah/
http://www.haaretz.com/jewish-world/jewish-world-news/.premium-1.528994
http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/Synagogue%20membership.pdf
https://www.webcitation.org/60Mnkiz1A?url=http://www.jpr.org.uk/downloads/Synagogue%20membership.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WebCite
http://www.jewishfederations.org/local_includes/downloads/7579.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20120118200821/http://www.jewishfederations.org/local_includes/downloads/7579.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine
https://books.google.com/books?id=osksDAAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8276-1291-4
https://books.google.com/books?id=osksDAAAQBAJ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-0-8276-1291-4
http://www.koreatimesus.com/neighbors-riled-as-insular-hasidic-village-seeks-to-expand/
http://www.northjersey.com/longform/news/local/rockland/ramapo/2017/01/08/ramapo-ny-breaking-point/95369994/
https://www.jewishlinknj.com/community-news/bergen/20261-manalapan-a-welcoming-jewish-community-in-the-heart-of-new-jersey
http://www.nj.com/news/index.ssf/2017/03/the_20_fastest_growing_towns_in_nj.html#incart_m-rpt-2
http://www.jta.org/2013/10/01/news-opinion/united-states/pew-survey-u-s-jewish-intermarriage-rate-rises-to-58-percent
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2013/10/17/eight-facts-about-orthodox-jews-from-the-pew-research-survey/
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/03/08/opinion/brooks-the-orthodox-surge.html?_r=0
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/chapter-6-social-and-political-views/
http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/chapter-5-connection-with-and-attitudes-towards-israel/#attachment-to-israel
http://www.acs.ucalgary.ca/~elsegal/363_Transp/Orthodoxy/Aguddah.html
http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/gov/relaffs.html
https://web.archive.org/web/20120125033058/http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/gov/relaffs.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wayback_Machine

68. Wertheimer, Jack (June 16, 2014)."Why the Lubavitch Movement Thrives in the Absence of a Living Rebbe(http://
www.ou.org/jewish_action/06/2014/lubavitchmovement-thrives-absence-living-rebbe/) JA Mag in Jewish World
Orthodox Union Retrieved 30 September2014. "Among the latter is the Jewish Learning Institute, the largest
educational program for Jewish adults in the world (with the possible exception of the Dafovhi enterprise), which
currently enrolls over 66,000 teens and adults at some 850 sites around the world, each following a prescribed
course of study according to a set timetablé.

69. Wertheimer, Jack. "The Outreach Revolution"(http://www.commentarymagazine.com/articé/the-outreach-revolutio
n/). Commentary Magazine Retrieved April 2, 2013.

70. "Chabad hosts Jewish perspectives on staying positive(http://newjerseyhills.com/hanover_eagle/news/chabad-host
s-jewish-perspectives-on-staying-positive/article_593e3277-7566-5bce-afd1-4d931ee0e270.html)lew Jersey Hills
Media Group, Bernardsville, NJ. Hanover Eagle. October 30, 2014Retrieved 3 November 2014. ""How Happiness
Thinks" was created by theRohr Jewish Learning Institute an internationally acclaimed adult education program
running on over 350 cities worldwide, which boast over 75,000 students. This particular course builds on the latest
observations and discoveries in the field of positive psychology'How Happiness Thinks" ofers participants the
chance to earn up to 15 continuing education credits from the American Psychological Association (AP, American
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), and the National Board of Certified Counselors (NBCC).

71. Open Source Contributor "New Course to Explore Modern Ethical Dilemmas/(http://wwwyourhoustonnews.com/ba
y_arealliving/new-course-to-explore-jewish-perspective-on-modern-ethical-dilemmas/article_09cf1211-c321-5811-a!
f0-a8d0fc1f4fcl.html) Your Houston News Retrieved November 3,2013.

72. Tribune staff report (October 30, 2014)."Happiness focus of JLI presentation'(http://wwwtahoedailytribune.com/sou
thshore/13553933-113/jli-jewish-happiness-positive) Tahoe Daily Tribune. Retrieved 3 November2014. "JLI, the
adult education branch of Chabad Lubavitch, dérs programs in more than 350 U.S. cities and in humerous foreign
locations, including Australia, Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Finland, Germanigrael, the
Netherlands, Russia, South Africa, Sweden, the United Kingdom, and &hezuela. More than 260,000 students have
attended JLI classes since the organization was founded in 1998.

73. Sheskin and Dashefsky (2014). "National Jewish Organizations’American Jewish Year Book (https://link.springerco
m/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-01658-0_10)Book). American Jewish ‘ear Book. 113 (Volume 113 ed.). Springer
International Publishing. pp. 447-597d0i:10.1007/978-3-319-01658-0_10(https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-01658
-0_10). ISBN 978-3-319-01657-3 "... Is currently the largest provider of adult Jewish learning. JLI's mission is to
inspire Jewish learning worldwide and to transform Jewish life and the greater community througlofiah study: Its
goal is to create a global network of informed students connected by bonds of shared Jewish experience. JLI's
holistic approach to Jewish study considers the impact of Jewish values on personal and interpersonal growth. (The
authors of the book are Professor Ira Sheskin of Department of Geography and Regional Studies, The Jewish
Demography Project, The Sue and Leonard Miller Center for Contemporary Judaic Studies, University of Miami, anc
Professor Arnold Dashefsky Department of Sociology, The Center for Judaic Studies and Contemporary Jewish Life,
University of Connecticut.y

74. Liebman, Charles S. "Orthodoxy in American Jewish Life." The American Jewisheér Book (1965): 21-97

75. Ferziger, Adam S. "Church/sect theory and Anerican orthodoxy reconsidered."” Ambivalent Jew—Charles S.
Liebman in memoriam, ed. Stuart Cohen and Bernard Susser (2007): 107-124.

External links

= Orthodox-Jews.com: Everything Yu Need to Know About Orthodox Jews
= Your Complete Guide to Brochos

= Orthodox Union

= The State of Orthodox Judaism ©day

= Orthodox Judaism in Israel

= Orthodox Jewish population growth and political changes

= Orthodox Retention and Kiruv: The Bad News and the Good News

= Yeshiva University

Retrieved from 'https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orthodox_Judaism&oldid=855655724

This page was last edited on 19 August 2018, at 22:29UTC).


http://www.orthodox-jews.com/
http://www.berachot.org/
http://www.ou.org/
https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/orthostate.html
http://countrystudies.us/israel/41.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20061212113800/http://news.ufl.edu/2006/11/27/hasidic-jews/
http://www.bjpa.org/Publications/details.cfm?PublicationID=21523
http://www.yu.edu/
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Orthodox_Judaism&oldid=855655724
http://www.ou.org/jewish_action/06/2014/lubavitch-movement-thrives-absence-living-rebbe/
http://www.commentarymagazine.com/article/the-outreach-revolution/
http://newjerseyhills.com/hanover_eagle/news/chabad-hosts-jewish-perspectives-on-staying-positive/article_593e3277-7566-5bce-afd1-4d931ee0e270.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rohr_Jewish_Learning_Institute
http://www.yourhoustonnews.com/bay_area/living/new-course-to-explore-jewish-perspective-on-modern-ethical-dilemmas/article_09cf1211-c321-5811-a6f0-a8d0fc1f4fc1.html
http://www.tahoedailytribune.com/southshore/13553933-113/jli-jewish-happiness-positive
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-319-01658-0_10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-01658-0_10
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/978-3-319-01657-3

Text is available under theCreative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike Licenseadditional terms may apply By using this
site, you agree to theTerms of Use and Privacy Policy. Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of thewWikimedia
Foundation, Inc, a non-profit organization.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
https://www.wikimediafoundation.org/

