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The Difference Between an Embryo
and a Fetus

PREGNANCY JARGON EXPLAINED.

James A. O’Brien
OB-GYN

The difference between an embryo and a fetus has to do with the different phases

of baby’s development. “The embryo is defined as the developing pregnancy

from the time of fertilization until the end of the eighth week of gestation, when

it becomes known as a fetus,” says James A. O’Brien, MD, medical director of

inpatient obstetrics at Women & Infants Hospital of Rhode Island.

During the embryonic period, cells begin to take on different functions. The

brain, heart, lungs, internal organs and arms and legs begin to form. Once baby is

a fetus, growth and development are aimed at prepping baby for life on the

outside.

Plus, more from The Bump:

What Is Implantation Bleeding?

Most Common Symptoms of Pregnancy

First Trimester To-Dos

 SHARE   TWEET   EMAIL

https://www.thebump.com
https://www.facebook.com/TheBump
https://www.instagram.com/TheBump
https://www.pinterest.com/thebump
https://www.twitter.com/thebump
https://www.thebump.com/login
https://registry.thebump.com
https://registry.thebump.com/babyregistrysearch
https://www.thebump.com/real-answers
https://www.thebump.com/getting-pregnant
https://www.thebump.com/pregnancy
https://www.thebump.com/topics/first-trimester
https://www.thebump.com/topics/second-trimester
https://www.thebump.com/topics/third-trimester
https://www.thebump.com/pregnancy-week-by-week
https://www.thebump.com/topics/pregnancy-baby-showers
https://www.thebump.com/best-of-baby
https://www.thebump.com/baby
https://www.thebump.com/toddler
https://www.thebump.com/toddler-month-by-month
https://www.thebump.com/baby-names
https://www.thebump.com/topics
https://www.thebump.com/tools
https://www.thebump.com/news
https://www.thebump.com/community
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thebump.com%2Fa%2Fdifference-between-embryo-and-fetus%3Futm_source%3Dpinterest%26utm_medium%3Dwebpin&media=https://media.front.xoedge.com/images/b3aeff62-2213-44de-a2d4-dcf2727b96aa~rs_1080.h
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.thebump.com/a/difference-between-embryo-and-fetus
https://www.thebump.com/getting-pregnant/fertility-ovulation/qa/what-is-implantation-bleeding
https://www.thebump.com/pregnancy/first-trimester/articles/most-common-pregnancy-symptoms
https://www.thebump.com/pregnancy/first-trimester/articles/first-trimester-to-dos
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.thebump.com/a/difference-between-embryo-and-fetus
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.thebump.com/a/difference-between-embryo-and-fetus


About Us and Contact

Advertise With Us

Jobs

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

©2018 The Bump

DOWNLOAD OUR APPS

The Bump iOS

The Bump Android

FOLLOW US

VISIT OUR SISTER SITES

TOP ARTICLES

Baby Shower Games

Pregnancy Fears

Best Pregnancy Tests

Early Signs of Pregnancy

Nursery Ideas

Gender Reveal Ideas

REGISTRY & BABY GEAR

Baby Registry

Baby Registry Checklist

Gifts for New Moms

Best Strollers

Best Double Strollers

Best Cribs

Best Car Seats

TOOLS & RESOURCES

Pregnancy Week By Week

How Big is Baby

Hospital Bag Checklist

Baby Names

Baby Boy Names

Baby Girl Names

Unique Baby Names

Chinese Gender Chart

Am I Pregnant Quiz

Due Date Calculator

Ovulation Calendar

Contraction Timer

Breastfeeding

Community Glossary

Living

https://www.thebump.com
https://www.thebump.com/about-us
http://xogroupinc.com/advertising/national/
http://xogroupinc.com/xo-group-careers/
https://www.thebump.com/privacy-policy
https://www.thebump.com/terms
https://app.appsflyer.com/id568940747?pid=direct&c=web_footer&af_adset=desktop&af_ad=bottom
https://app.appsflyer.com/com.xogrp.thebump?pid=direct&c=web_footer&af_adset=desktop&af_ad=bottom
https://www.facebook.com/TheBump
https://www.instagram.com/TheBump
https://www.pinterest.com/thebump
https://www.twitter.com/thebump
https://www.theknot.com
https://www.thenest.com/
https://www.thebump.com/a/unique-baby-shower-games-ideas
https://www.thebump.com/a/top-pregnancy-fears
https://www.thebump.com/a/best-pregnancy-tests
https://www.thebump.com/a/early-signs-of-pregnancy
https://www.thebump.com/topics/pregnancy-nursery-ideas
https://www.thebump.com/a/creative-baby-gender-reveal-ideas
https://registry.thebump.com
https://www.thebump.com/a/registry-101
https://www.thebump.com/a/mom-must-haves
https://www.thebump.com/a/best-strollers
https://www.thebump.com/a/10-best-double-strollers
https://www.thebump.com/a/10-best-baby-cribs
https://www.thebump.com/a/top-10-car-seats
https://www.thebump.com/pregnancy-week-by-week
https://www.thebump.com/how-big-is-baby
https://www.thebump.com/a/checklist-packing-a-hospital-bag
https://www.thebump.com/baby-names
https://www.thebump.com/baby-names/baby-boy-names
https://www.thebump.com/baby-names/baby-girl-names
https://www.thebump.com/baby-names/unique-baby-names
https://www.thebump.com/chinese-gender-chart
https://www.thebump.com/a/am-i-pregnant-quiz
https://www.thebump.com/calculators/duedate
https://www.thebump.com/calculators/ovulation
https://www.thebump.com/calculators/contraction
https://www.thebump.com/topics/parenting-breastfeeding
https://www.thebump.com/community-glossary
https://living.thebump.com

	The Difference Between an Embryo and a Fetus

