WIKIPEDIA

Daena

Daena is a Zoroastrian concept representing insight and revelation, hence "conscience" or "religion." Alternately, Daena is

considered to be a divinity counted among theyazatas.
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Nomenclature

Daena is a feminine noun which translates to "that which is seen or observed". In Zoroastrianism: An Introduction to an Ancient

Faith, Peter Clark suggests that the term might also be tied to the #estan root "deh" or "di-" to gain understandiné.l]

The Avestan language term — trisyllabic daéna in Gathic Avestan and bisyllabic dénd in Younger Avestan — continues into Middle
Persian as den, which preserves the Avestan meanings. For comparison, it has a Sanskrit cognate dhéna which means thought, but
thought in its higher and spiritual reached?/3] Remarkably Zen word in Zen Buddhism is also derived frond@hayand.

It is thought that the "Daena" ofZoroastrianism, is related to Sanskrit 'Dharma", also meaning "the Law"4]

In Scripture

The concept of Daena is mentioned in the Gathas, a series of seventeen hymns
supposedly written by Zoroaster.!'] Daena appears both in the Ahunavaiti Gathal®!
and in the Ushtavaiti Gatha,'®! where it is written that Daena is somehow affiliated
with the reward that the faithful will receive in the afterlife. However, references to

Daena in the Gathas are brief, leaving much ambiguity on its nature.

Later Avestan writings, such as the Vendidad, describe the concept of Daena further.

The Vendidad portrays Daena as something of a psychopomp, guiding good and
: Lk pure souls over the Chinvat Bridge to the House of Song, Zoroastrian paradise,

Sogdian Deities, a 10th-century line

drawing from the Mo-kao Caves. The

deity on the left is probably a

depiction of Daéna.

while the wicked are dragged to the House of Lies, a place of punishment. She is

described as being finely dressed, and accompanied b}dogs.m

Maneckji Dhalla writes in Zoroastrian Theology that on the dawn of the fourth day
after death "there appears then to the soul its own daena, or religious conscience in

the shape of a damsel of unsurpassed beautythe fairest of the fair in the world. 8]

Daena (din in modern Persian) is the eternal Law, whose order was revealed to humanity through the Mathra-Spenta ("Holy Words").
Daena has been used to mean religion, faith, law, even as a translation for the Hindu and Buddhist term Dharma, often interpreted as
"duty" or social order, right conduct, or virtue. The metaphor of the 'path’ of Daena is represented in Zoroastrianism by the muslin
undershirt Sudra, the 'Good/Holy Path', and the 72-thread Kushti girdle, the "Pathfinder".
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Dhyana (disambiguation)
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Din (Arabic)

Din (Arabic: ¢y, translit. Din, also anglicized as Deen) is an Arabic word with three general senses: judgment, custom, and

religion.[l] It is used by both Arab Muslims and Christians. In Islam, the word refers to the way of life Muslims must adopt to
comply with divine law, encompassing beliefs, character and deeds!?! The term appears in the Quran 98 times with different

connotations, including in the phraseyawm al-din, generally translated asDay of Judgment!®!
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Etymology

The Arabic din has Semitic cognates, including the Hebrew "din" (|'T), Aramaic dina (N2'T), Ambharic dafid (47) and Ugaritic dyn

Oao.

The Arabic sense of judgment is commonly derived from the Hebraeo-Aramaic root.!! The Hebrew term "'T", transliterated as
"din", means either "law" or "judgement". In the Kabbalah of Judaism, the term can, alongside "Gevurah" (cognate to the Arabic
"Jabaarah"), refer to "power" and "judgement".[4] In ancient Israel, the term featured heavily in administrative and legal proceedings

i.e. Bet Din, literally "the house of judgement," the ancient building block of the Jewish legal systeﬁ?][e]

Some scholars such as Noldeke and Vollers have derived the Arabic sense of religion from the Middle Persian den (revelation,
religion) connected with the Zoroastrian notion daena. Others, like Gaudefroy-Demombynesand Gardet, have found this derivation

unconvincing.[l]

The Arabic sense "custom, usage" has been derived by classical and modern lexicologists from the Arabic verbal forms dana (be
indebted) and dana li- (submit to).[!} Louis Gardet sees the Hebraic and Arabic senses as related through the notions of retribution,
debt, obligation, custom, and direction, prompting him to translatgawn al-din as "the day when God gives a direction to each human

being".[l]

Use in Islam

It has been said that the word Din appears in as many as 79 verses in the Qur'an,/”) but because there is no exact English translation
of the term, its precise definition has been the subject of some misunderstanding and disagreement. For instance, the term is often
translated in parts of the Qur'an as "religion”.[8] However, in the Qur'an itself, the act of submission to God is always referred to as

Din rather than as Madhhab (w 3»), which is the Arabic word for "religion!'

Some Qur'anic scholars have translated Din in places as "faith"l®) Others suggest that the term "has been used in various forms and
meanings, e.g., system, power, supremacy, ascendancy, sovereignty or lordship, dominion, law, constitution, mastery, government,
realm, decision, definite outcome, reward and punishment. On the other hand, this word is also used in the sense of obedience,

submission and allegiance"[w]
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Inscription of Allah in the Hagia Sophia

In addition to the two broad usages referred to so far, of sovereignty on the one
hand and submission on the other, others have noted!'! that the term Din is
also widely used in translations of the Qur'an in a third sense. Most famously
in its opening chapter, al-Fatihah, the term is translated in almost all English

translations as "judgment":

1:4 9.-.!\.“ 10_3.7 s

transliterated as "Maliki yawmi ad-Dini," and (usually)
translated as "Master of the Day of Judgment".

The well-known Islamic scholar, Fazlur Rahman Malik, suggested that Din is
best considered as "the way-to-be-followed". In that interpretation, Din is the
exact correlate of Shari'a: "whereas Shari'a is the ordaining of the Way and its
proper subject is God, Din is the following of that Way, and its subject is

man" "2 Thus, "if we abstract from the Divine and the human points of

reference, Shari'a and Din would be identical as far as the "Wy' and its content are concerned"!?]

In many hadith, the din has been described as a midway lifestyle:

See also

Narrated Abu Huraira, the Prophet said, "Religion (Din) is very easy and whoever overburdens himself in his religion
will not be able to continue in that way. So you should not be extremists, but try to be near to perfection and receive

the good tidings that you will be rewarded; and gain strength by worshipping in the mornings, the nights."

— Sahih al-Bukhari, 1:2:38, (Fath-ul-Bari, Page 102, Vol 1)

= List of Islamic terms in Arabic
= Sharia

= Christian worldview

= Kabbalah

= Wasatiyyah (Islamic term)
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Arabic

Etymology 1

The “religion” senses are borrowed directly from Middle Persian [J[J]] (dén), which is from Avestan [J[J[][][] (daéna), which is
possibly from Elamite [script needed] (dén), whereas the “law” and “judgement” senses copy Classical Syriac [J[J[][[[] (dina,
“judgement”) cognate with Aramaic X' (dind) and Hebrew |'T (din), which is possibly from Akkadian [script needed] (dénu, dinu,
“judgement”), ultimately, and possibly donator of Ge'ez £ &7 (ddyn, “judgement”). The borrowing has mixed up with the root ($

O (d-y-n) of meanings related to increase of financial liabilities.

Pronunciation

« IPAKEY): /din/

Noun
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1. (countable, uncountable) religion, creed, credo, faith, conviction, belief, tenet, rite

2. (uncountable, verbal noun) conformism, conformance, conformity, compliance, fealty, obedience; God-fearingness
godliness, religiosity, devoutness

3. law
4. custom, habit

— o ol
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laysa hada min dini wala daydani
This is not according to my habit nor to my wont.

5. judgement

1. (rare) requital, compensation indemnification
2. (rare) credit, obligation, account

Declension

Declension of noun (), (din)

Derived terms

= Osdyd (diniyy)

£17 2 0- S . ,
. U.g_)J\ ©92 (yawmu d-dini “day of judgment)
= )| Vo (salah ad-din, “Saladir)
= o231 Y& (‘ala ad-din, “Aladdin’)

Related terms

- U5 (dayyan)

= 4505 (diyana)

= Csivd (diniyy)

. ufllé (mutadayyin)

. &5 (mutadayying)

Descendants

= — Azerbaijani:din

= - Avar: guH (din)

= - Bashkir: guH (din)
= - Chechen: guH (din)
= - Chuvash: TéH (tén)
Crimean Tatar: din

Hindi: 1T (dn)

]
!

| ]
!

| ]
!

Indonesian: din
Kurdish:

]
l

— Northern Kurdish:din
- Central Kurdish: ¢ 55 (din)
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Kazakh: gin (din)

Kyrgyz: anH (din)
Malay: din

]
!

]
l

]
l

Pashto: () (din)

]
l

Persian: ()22 (din)
Ossetian: guH (din)
= - Santali: (00 (din)
= - Swalhili: dini

= — Tajik: guH (din)

= - Tatar: guH (din)

= - Turkish: din
Turkmen: din

]
!

| ]
1

| ]
!

Uyghur: .5 (din)

| ]
!

Urdu: ¢y42 (din)
Uzbek: din

]
l

Etymology 2

Denominal of ()2 (din).

Pronunciation

= IPAKeY): /daj.jin/

Adjective
w
2D * (dayyin)

1. religious, pious, godly, God-fearing, devout

Declension

w
Declension of adjective )13 (dayyin)

Etymology 3

Causative of the verb Q|3 (ddna, “to be a debtor”) from the ) S D (d-y-n).

Pronunciation

= 1PAK®Y): /daj.ja.na/

Verb

1. to loan, to lend, to advance

Conjugation

Conjugation of C).L:u J (form-II sound)
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Related terms

. ajlsl (idana)

= &5l5a] (istidana)
» ol (d@in)

. aj}ﬁf) (daynina)
= Ol33 (mudan)

= (22% (madin)

= (2o (mudin)

= U_gj&.B (madytn)

Etymology 4

From the root ) (S J (d-y-n).

Pronunciation

= IPAKeY): /dajn/
= (Egypt) IPAKEY): /de:n/

Noun

u.? J * (dayn) m (plural ) 3.? 5) (duytin) or uj Sl (adyun) or &35 (dina))

1. verbal noun of O3 (dana) (form Iy
2. debt, debit, liability, pecuniary, obligation, financial claim

Declension

Declension of noun u? J (dayn)

Etymology 5

See the etymology of themain entry.

Pronunciation

« IPAKEY): /diz.na/

Verb

.2 ¢ (dina) (form I)

1. third-person masculine singular past passive of ) 15 (dana)
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