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THE ALLIANCE FOR WORKERS’ LIBERTY, which had distant 

origins as “1953”, that is, sharply anti-Stalinist 

“Cannonites”, made our way to the Third Camp politics 

of the Heterodox Trotskyist tradition by our responses to 

successive political events, rather than by way of a 

sudden conversion. Then we revised our ideas about the 

history of the Trotskyist movement: we “went back to 

1940”, to the parting of the ways of the two main 

Trotskyist currents. The AWL has for practical purposes, 

that is, in our political response to events, been in the 

Heterodox Trotskyist camp since the late 1970s, though 

some formal explanations and changes of “position” 

were made later. The Russian invasion of Afghanistan in 

December 1979, and our decision to argue for the 

withdrawal of USSR troops – alone of Orthodox 

Trotskyist organisations – is a convenient point from 

which to date our allegiance to the “Third Camp” 

tradition. Despite its vicissitudes, and despite the fact 

that it does not come down to us as a neatly-codified 

package transmitted by a continuous chain of 

organisational and intellectual activity, that tradition, and 

the formulations of its politics form a rich heritage. As 

well as the political disputes, mistakes, and 

degenerations, there is also a magnificent record of 



indomitable devotion and courage in the fight for 

socialism against both capitalism and Stalinism. 

https://www.workersliberty.org/story/2017-07-26/introduction-two-

trotskyisms-part-3-orthodox-and-heterodox-after-war  

 

… there is something very refreshing about Sean 

Matgamna’s generous as well as critical spirit in the way 

he approaches Trotsky himself, the orthodox Trotskyists 

gathered around James Cannon, and the heterodox 

Trotskyists with whom he rightly identifies – the 

dissenting Trotskyists that gathered around Max 

Shachtman and the New International, brilliant men and 

women like C L R James, Raya Dunayevskaya, Dwight 

Macdonald, Irving Howe, Hal Draper, et al. Some 

remained Marxist, some chose the Western camp over 

the Soviet camp, and some made gargantuan exertions 

to revise and extend Marxism in the light of the 

experience of totalitarianism that no pre-existing body of 

political thought was equipped to confront. 

Sean Matgamna himself is a child of this heterodox 

Trotskyism who has all his political life endeavoured to 

keep the tradition intellectually alive, politically active 

and ever responsive to a rapidly changing world today 

even when we find ourselves without any banister to 

https://www.workersliberty.org/story/2017-07-26/introduction-two-trotskyisms-part-3-orthodox-and-heterodox-after-war
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hold on to. Perhaps no one of our generation has done 

more than him to scratch beneath formulae like 

‘nationalism of the oppressed’ and ‘nationalism of the 

oppressor’ (in Ireland, Palestine, Latin America, the 

former Soviet Union, etc.), to uncover the human 

meaning hidden within these terms, to reach out for 

human solutions to the social, democratic and national 

questions they raise. 

https://www.workersliberty.org/story/2017-07-26/understand-there-no-

better-place-start-here  

 

This article examines the pre-history of Alasdair 

MacIntyre’s contemporary moral philosophy. In the 

1950s and 1960s MacIntyre was a leading member of the 

British New Left, from whence he gravitated towards a 

form of heterodox Trotskyism. During this period he 

began to formulate a Marxist ethics which both 

compares with and informs the thesis of his magnum 

opus After Virtue. As the conclusion of After Virtue is 

premised upon a dismissal of Marxism, it is of some 

interest to explore the exact route through which 

MacIntyre came to replace his earlier with his later 

framework. The article, after reconstructing MacIntyre’s 

Marxist ethics, traces the trajectory through which he 

https://www.workersliberty.org/story/2017-07-26/understand-there-no-better-place-start-here
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came to reject Marxism, and shows that while 

MacIntyre’s mature critique of Marxism first took shape 

in the 1960s, his political pessimism was built upon two 

assumptions – that Marx's economic theory was 

outdated and that a defensible theory of human nature 

did not exist – which he has recently questioned. The 

conclusion is that MacIntyre's rethinking of these 

assumptions has opened a space for a renewed dialogue 

between himself and Marxists. 

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/imp/hpt/2005/00000026/00000

004/art00007  

 

… [Robert] Fine showed the strengths of the kind of 

critical, “Third Camp” Marxist perspective upheld by 

Workers’ Liberty and its predecessors. This political 

tradition is rooted in the heterodox Trotskyism that 

emerged during and after the Second World War 

because of disagreements within the American Trotskyist 

movement over how to respond to the Molotov–

Ribbentrop Pact and the Soviet invasions of Poland and 

Finland. It rejects the notions that only the capitalist 

world powers are “imperialist,” that anyone who 

happens to oppose these powers should be supported as 

“anti-imperialist,” and that the Stalinist regimes and their 

https://www.ingentaconnect.com/contentone/imp/hpt/2005/00000026/00000004/art00007
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progeny represent a “progressive” step vis-à-vis 

capitalism. 

https://fathomjournal.org/radical-social-theory-and-the-jewish-question-the-

priceless-legacy-of-robert-fine-1945-2018/  

 

Although for a time David [McReynolds] was on the 

editorial board of the “Third Camp” socialist magazine 

New Politics and considered himself a Marxist, his overall 

political orientation was fairly distant from the heterodox 

Trotskyism that informed the outlook of NP’s [New 

Politics’] founding editors, the late Julius and Phyllis 

Jacobson. 

https://againstthecurrent.org/atc198/david-mcreynolds/  

 

… one of the most fruitful threads in French Intellectuals 

against the Left consists in focusing attention on how the 

discourse of direct democracy played a role in the 

formation of the antitotalitarian front. Incubated by a 

certain heterodox Trotskyism (Socialisme ou barbarie) 

and remembrances of council communism, and 

exacerbated by the crushing of the Hungarian uprising in 

1956, notions of direct democracy became a privileged 

way to attack the PCF from the left (not such a hard task, 

given its passive collusion with the oppression of Algeria), 

https://fathomjournal.org/radical-social-theory-and-the-jewish-question-the-priceless-legacy-of-robert-fine-1945-2018/
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linking the misdemeanours of communist power at home 

and abroad. Under the guise of autogestion (self-

management), it endured into the 1970s where, shorn of 

its insurrectionary traits, it became a significant element 

in the ideological campaign of the French Socialist Party 

(PS) for hegemony over the Union of the Left – even 

gaining prominence in the Assises conference of 1974, 

through which the anti-communist Left sought to gain 

hold of the party, eventually failing in the face of 

[François Marie Adrien Maurice] Mitterrandʼs far more 

pragmatic concerns. 

https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/reviews/138-reviews  

https://www.radicalphilosophy.com/reviews/138-reviews

