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Alex Hooijschuur, Undergraduate Philosophy & History, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro (2022)
Answered Oct 7 2017 · Author has 76 answers and 331.8k answer
views

Originally Answered: Is there a difference between Homo Sapiens and Homo Sapiens
Sapiens?

Yes. In a way.

If you prescribe to the theory that Humans are divided into subspecies,
like Homo Sapiens Neanderthalis and Homo Sapiens Idaltu, then “Homo
Sapiens Sapiens” is not an incorrect statement. You could also classify
both of these, along with Homo Sapiens Sapiens, as Homo Sapiens.

So all Homo Sapiens Sapiens would be Homo Sapiens, but not all Homo
Sapiens would be Homo Sapiens Sapiens. Today, however, we’re all the
same species.

But it is worth noting there is signifigant doubt over the existence of
subspecies within the Homo Sapien species, and many alleged subspecies
are more typically classified as their own seperate organism and not the
same species. Rather, they are just in the same genus. For instance, most
people identify Neanderthals by Homo Neanderthalis.
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Dewi Morgan, Grandson of Elaine Morgan, who was a lifetime proponent of
the Waterside Ape.
Updated Mar 26 · Author has 1.3k answers and 1.6m answer
views

Originally Answered: What is the distinction between Homo sapiens and Homo sapiens
sapiens?

Homo sapiens  is the name of our species, which contains the
subspecies:

The Homo Sapiens species was formed some 300,000 years ago.

The Homo Sapiens sapiens subspecies was first seen around 100,000
years ago, and Herto man around 160,000 years ago. What subspecies of

Homo sapiens idaltu, or “Herto man” ,

Homo sapiens sapiens, or “Anatomically modern human” , and

Homo sapiens neanderthalensis, or “Neanderthal” .
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homo sapiens there were before that, I do not know.

Neanderthals diverged about 500,000 years ago, so they are mostly no
longer categorized as homo sapiens neanderthalensis, but as homo
neanderthalensis.

Essentially, the difference between the species and the subspecies is “do
they look like us?” - so, as with all such things, the boundary is vague and
fuzzy and open to argument. You can bet that someone finding a homo
sapiens fossil from 110,000 years ago will be arguing that it is either homo
sapiens sapiens, or a new species, because that’s way more prestigious
than just finding yet another fossil of something that was already known to
be around then.
16.8k Views · View 20 Upvoters

Kenneth Archer, Well read, traveled, synergistic, skilled, educator,
philosopher, crazy old man
Answered Mar 15 2017 · Author has 1.4k answers and 587.6k answer
views

This is a technical issue because Genus, species, subspecies, and
breed/race was developed in the last 500 years. Today we call them
genetic markers. Genus Homo classifies us as a primate with a number
branch and separates us from our closest peer, the Genus Pan,
specifically Pan panicus.

The primary difference between species is that species are unable to
interbreed. A subspecies is a difference caused by climate, environment,
and geographical isolation and inbreeding. Subspecies are capable of
interbreeding, but subtle genetic markers cause rejection in the
subspecies inbreeding. The Human sapien sapiens uses the misnomer
“race” rather than the more correct “breed” word. Breeds are subtle
differences within a species or subspecies. Breeds have the characteristics
of the species and subspecies but readily interbreed to make other
breeds; think cattle, dogs, and domesticated animals.

Modern Humans are principally Homo sapien sapiens with differences that
separated them into breeds several thousand years ago. When we
developed the ability for natural and forced migration of isolated breeds,
we lost the pure-breed status. There are still some pure-breeds, but inter-
breeding has blurred the differences. Thus the term “race” was developed.
Species, subspecies, and breed are defined by the ability to interbreed.
25k Views · View 18 Upvoters

Matt Wartell, has read some books
Answered Mar 27 2014 · Author has 904 answers and 935.1k answer
views

"If you call a dog's tail, a leg, how many legs does it have?"

In the standard binomial taxonomy you've got "Genus species". There is a
concept of Subspecies  that is mainly of interest to taxonomists and
others interested in very specific names such as botanists and animal
breeders. For these the trinomial "Genus species subspecies" is used.
For organisms which are all currently alive, it is possible to make useful
distinctions between subspecies, even though every member of a species
can mate with each other. See, for example, Subspecies of Canis lupus

For hominid subspecies the difference is much more difficult and typically
results in endless debate, revision, and dispute. Over the last hundred
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years or so, Homo sapiens sapiens has been used to to contrast all living
humans with everything from what we now call Homo neanderthalensis
(neanderthals) to Homo sapiens idaltu . Unfortunately, these are all
educated guesswork based on fossils so what distinguishes one sub-
species from another is complicated and subtle, and you can probably find
a few modern humans who would fit each of the claimed subspecies if only
they were fossilized.

What's the difference? Mostly one of nomenclature.
30.2k Views · View 19 Upvoters

Paul Lucas, Read on evolution, including reading Origin of Species,
Evolutionary Biology, et
Answered Sep 29 2017 · Author has 3.9k answers and 2.2m answer
views

Nothing. Homo sapiens sapiens is an outdated term generated in the
1920s and 30s from the classification of Neanderthal. Neanderthals were
classified — at that time — as part of the species Homo sapiens. But the
obvious differences meant that taxonomists classified them as a
“subspecies”. So there was Homo sapiens neanderthalis. Living people
were classified as Homo sapiens sapiens as a separate “subspecies”.

Over the intervening time more data has resulted in 2 things: 1)
Neanderthals are now classified as a separate species — Homo
neanderthal. Thus there is no longer any need for a “subpecies”
classification of Homo sapiens sapiens. 2) taxonomists began to abandon
the use of the classification “subspecies”

"Subspecies: A taxonomic term for populations of a species that are
distinguishable by one or more characteristics, and are given a
subspecific name (e.g. the subspecies of the rat snake Elaphe obsoleta;
see Figure 21 in Chapter 9). In zoology, subpecies have different
(allopatric or parapatric) geographical distributions, so are equivalent to
"geographic races;" in botany, they may be sympatric forms. No criteria
specify how different populations should be to warrent designation as
subspecies, so some systematists have argued that the practice of
naming subspecies should be abandoned." D. Futuyma Evoltionary
Biology pg 450

What all this means is that science changes as new information is found.
Homo sapiens sapiens is an outdated term that you can find in the old
literature. The term in use now is Homo sapiens.
10.9k Views · View 18 Upvoters

Robert Allen, Enthusiastic amateur biologist
Answered Oct 7 2017 · Author has 1.6k answers and 2.5m answer
views

Originally Answered: Is there a difference between Homo Sapiens and Homo Sapiens
Sapiens?

Yes, about 30 years of anthropology & genetic testing.

Homo Sapiens Sapiens is no longer a term in use. It was originally coined
to distinguish between members of our species before and after about
40,000 years ago, when we saw a shift in cultural doodads. What
happened 40,000 years ago was Homo Sapiens interbred with
Neanderthals.

That interbreeding resulted in everyone outside of Africa. When
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anthropologists realized they accidentally specified Africans as a primitive
version of the species, Homo Sapiens Sapiens ceased to be a term use.

The original thought was that at that time something changed in the
species and we spread out in all directions, including back into Africa.
Finding out that the people in Africa were not a result of that interbreeding
made it clear the species had changed dramatically before that
interbreeding and the 40,000 years ago demarcation was largely invented.

We are all Homo Sapiens.
3k Views · View 5 Upvoters

Rudrashish Dhar
Answered Aug 22 2016 · Author has 125 answers and 174.3k answer
views

Originally Answered: How different are Homo sapien sapiens from Homo sapiens?

Homo is our Genus Homo Sapiens is our Species. Now, the homo sapiens
are divided into two species; the neanderthals and the homo sapiens
sapiens.

Homo Sapiens Sapiens is our Sub Species - Modern humans are Homo
Sapiens Sapiens.

What is the difference between Homo sapiens and Homo sapien
sapiens?
21.3k Views · View 12 Upvoters

Tim Kaye
Answered Aug 11 2017 · Author has 2.5k answers and 2.9m answer
views

Originally Answered: What is the distinction between Homo sapiens and Homo sapiens
sapiens?

The difference is about two conflicting views on whether Neanderthals are
a different species (Homo neanderthalensis) or the same species as us,
just different subspecies (Homo sapiens neanderthalensis). The same
principle applies to Denisovans.

If they’re the same species as us, then we’re Homo sapiens sapiens.
Otherwise we’re Homo sapiens.

At this point scholars are divided.

To avoid ambiguity, scientists speak of "anatomically modern humans"
when referring to homo sapiens in the narrow sense (i.e., not including
Neandethals or Denisovans). For Homo sapiens in the broad sense, you
could say "Homo sapiens (sensu lato)".

Early Homo sapiens (sensu lato) is more or less synonymous with Homo
heidelbergensis.
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Early Homo heidelbergensis, 700,000 BC, Smithsonian.

File:Homo heidelbergensis adult male - head model - Smithsonian Museum
of Natural History - 2012-05-17.jpg
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