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The interdimensional hypothesis (IDH or IH), or extradimensional hypothesis (EDH), is a hypothesis in ufology

that proposes UFOs constitute contacts with beings from other dimensions coexisting separate from but alongside

our own, as compared to the extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH) which suggests they are beings from other worlds.

The earliest example of an interdimensional hypothesis was Meade Layne's Ether Ship theory of flying saucers;

later, less spiritistic hypotheses have been advanced by such persons as John Keel, Jacques Vallée, and J. Allen

Hynek.
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Leadership   
        Lessons      from 

M
any of life’s most important 
leadership lessons happen 
when our sense of “normal” is 
challenged or disrupted. We’re 
forced to adapt, improvise, 
and invent new pathways for 
achieving our objectives. Where 
do we discover these leadership 

lessons? They’re not all contained between the covers 
of business bestsellers. They can come from just about 
anywhere. Maybe even from close encounters of the  
fourth kind. That’s what I discovered early in my career.

Lay Bare the Questions: 

Encounters

By Bill HogueClose
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Lay Bare the Questions: Leadership Lessons from Close Encounters

A beautifully appointed table laden 
with heavy hors d’oeuvres lay before me. 
Serving platters gleamed, tastefully inte-
grated elements of a custom-designed 
set. To the left were elegant napkins, 
folded just so. The room was the finest I’d 
ever visited. I furtively glanced around, 
trying to figure out how people balanced 
napkin, fork, plate, wine, and conversa-
tion with some semblance of grace.

This was circa 1986, at a 
stunning brownstone in 
Back Bay Boston. My invi-
tation was accidental, 
and my accepting it was 
a mistake. That was ever 
so clear to me as I sur-
veyed the food and real-
ized I had no idea what to 
eat. Most of this stuff was 
unidentifiable, and I had a 
rule about putting unidentifiable 
stuff in my mouth: don’t. My definition of 
heavy hors d’oeuvres was a can of mixed 
nuts with extra cashews, a box of Ritz 
Crackers, pimento cheese from the A&P, 
and little Vienna sausages slathered in 
BBQ sauce with plenty of toothpicks for 
spearing, maybe the kind with those fes-
tive shreds of cellophane attached to one 
end. That and a bucket of longnecks on 
ice made a pretty nice spread.

But somehow I’d crossed over into a 
parallel universe where Vienna sausages 
were neither seen nor discussed in polite 
company. The food before me looked art-
ful and savory, but I hadn’t a clue about 
most of what I was seeing. I was dead cer-
tain I’d end up with asparagus or caviar or 
mushrooms or something equally suspi-
cious on my plate. 

I had a sinking feeling. If I was this 
anxious around the buffet, what on earth 
would my first conversation feel like? Per-
haps I could get away without speaking to 
anyone. But how could I hide? There 
were only about fifty people circulating 
between two sumptuous rooms. This was 
dreadful, just dreadful, and I was barely 
in the door. When might I escape?

I refocused my attention on the buf-
fet. Ahhh, something familiar, at last: 
plates of cheese and grapes. I eagerly 

reached forward—but time slowed, then 
halted. My hand went still in mid-flight, a 
bird with its mind gone blank.

This was no illusion. They were 
approaching, looming now in my 
peripheral vision. Walking. Toward. Me. 
Sherry Turkle. Seymour Papert. Steve 
Jobs. Steve Jobs?! 

With what felt like preposterous 
effort, I forced myself to turn my head 

in their direction so that I could 
focus more clearly. Sherry 

Turkle: media star and 
author of an influential 
book about the relation-
ship of computer and 
self.1 Seymour Papert: 

gifted disciple of Jean 
Piaget, artificial intelli-

gence theorist, inventor of 
the Logo computer program-

ming language, and one of the god-
fathers of what would eventually become 
the MIT Media Lab.2 Steve Jobs. Well, 
what hasn’t been said by now about Steve 
Jobs? On that day in 1986, the story of the 
final quarter-century of his life hadn’t 
yet been written. He was about three 
years younger than me. He’d already 
co-invented Apple and left it, under fire, 
then threw himself into the creation of 
NeXT.3 Turkle and Papert were hosting 
him as the guest of honor. The topics of 
the evening? The future of computing, 
the future of the self, and the future of 
both—computing and self—intertwined.

Who was I? Well, my overwhelm-
ing and paralyzing realization at that 
moment was that I wasn’t any of them. I 
was terrified, certain I was an impostor. 
What was I? A two-time college dropout 
(and eventual graduate) who had paid 
the rent by dressing mannequins as a 
stock boy in the Macy’s bra and girdle 
department, had served as a guinea pig 
for biochemical testing in the U.S. Army, 
had racked up all of seven years’ experi-
ence in computing, and was now a grad 
student at Harvard working with Project 
Athena at MIT. For me, computing and 
self were intertwined indeed, but not in 
the lofty philosophical way that Turkle, 
Papert, and Jobs were describing it. 

What could I possibly say in a room that 
had so little oxygen left for someone like 
me?

While I was thinking about all of this, 
Jobs turned his head toward me and said, 
“The best grapes in the world come from 
a vineyard I know.” A quintessential Jobs 
comment—at once knowing, superior, 
and gnomic. The three of them cantered 
away, buoyed by their own beauty and 
energy, thoroughbreds to my dray horse. 
Or at least that’s how it seemed to me at 
the time.4 

I froze in the presence of three 
geniuses. Then the moment passed. I 
resumed my grazing at the buffet table 
and didn’t shame myself during the rest 
of the evening, as best as I can recall. 
From the periphery, huddled near my 
wife, I watched what looked to be several 
dazzling conversations among famous 
and semi-famous people I didn’t recog-
nize then but whose work I came to know 
later. If I actually spoke to anyone, I don’t 
remember what I said.

A 
friend recently handed me a 
book with a page clipped to 
remind me of a basic truth: 
nobody is thinking about 
you because everybody is too 

busy thinking about themselves—just 
like you are.5 Had I understood this truth 
in 1986, the evening might have taken a 
different course—or my life might have 
taken a different course. What a powerful 
leadership lesson! Unchecked fears will 
dictate behavior. 

And here’s a corollary lesson: fears 
intensify when you imagine people 
are thinking about you. Back in 1986, I 
needed to get a grip on reality. Turkle, 
Papert, and Jobs didn’t know a thing 
about me, not even my name. Nobody 
knew my fears, nobody knew my past, 
and nobody could predict—or dictate—
my future. I could have stepped forward 
and been big and bold and witty and 
insightful at that moment. That was the 
coin of the realm in this crowd. Instead, I 
chose to be my smallest self. 

I understood all of this only years 
later. Back then, after my initial embar-

Transformative  
people share  

one attribute:  
they disrupt our 
sense of what is 

normal.



27JA N UA R Y / F E B R UA R Y  2 014  E D U C A U S E r e v i eww w w. e d u c a u s e . e d u / e r o

rassment faded, I treated my experience 
as a funny story to tell about how I went 
silent in the presence of Steve Jobs. But 
eventually the real lesson from this close 
encounter sunk in: fear controls if you 
allow it. So, you see, the evening was far 
from lost. Leadership lessons that yield 
new layers of meaning over time are the 
most valuable lessons of all. Yes, I froze, 
and I lost the opportunity to listen to 
and be heard by three people who were 
rewriting the rules of computers and 
society. But the bigger lesson from that 
close encounter resonates still today, 
twenty-eight years later. 

Close encounter. Turkle, Papert, and 
Jobs were perhaps my first close encoun-
ter—at least the first that I consciously 
remember. What do I mean by close 
encounter? Well, let’s say you wake up 
tomorrow morning with an unshak-
able sense that your reality has shifted. 
That happens sometimes, right? We’ve 
all had the occasional morning when 
we’ve awakened from a particularly vivid 
dream feeling dislocated and/or wonder-
ing whether what we’ve just experienced 
was “real.” 

Maybe it wasn’t a dream—and maybe it 
wasn’t “real” in the normal sense of what 
we usually define as reality. Maybe the 
experience was a close encounter of the fourth 
kind. A curtain has been pulled back to 
reveal what previously your eye could not 
see, nor your ear hear, tongue taste, nose 
scent, or skin touch. Your five senses have 
expanded into new dimensions. Your 
reality has been transformed.6

Here’s the “big deal” about what 
happens in the aftermath of these close 
encounters. You can’t go back to your 
old reality. Your old reality is gone, kaput, 
finito. You’re stuck with either making 
sense of a new reality or falling apart. Or 
maybe a little of both.

I’m convinced that we have these close 
encounters all the time. The people we 
encounter—let’s call them transformative 
people—can cross our paths anywhere: at 
the grocery store, on the street, where we 
exercise, work, or worship, at the neigh-
borhood bar, on a flight to our next vaca-
tion destination, around the colleges and 

universities where we dig through layers 
of accumulated knowledge and where 
we discover and create new knowledge. 
Transformative people share one attribute: 
they disrupt our sense of what is normal. 
The evidence is compelling. 

As a younger man, I believed that 
each encounter with new ideas, new 
perceptions, was just that: an encoun-
ter. I hadn’t yet figured out the people 
angle. As a child coming of age in the 
1960s, I thought disruption was normal, 
even though largely random, sometimes 
accidental, and often violent. Back then, 
I didn’t realize that some transformative 
people were disruptive on purpose and by 
design. I did not understand the concept 
until my first close encounter, when 
three people—Turkle, Papert, and Jobs—
forced on me a personal transformation 
that continues to unfold today. 

O
nce I became used to the 
idea of transformative people, 
I began to see them all 
around me. “Doc” Edger-
ton, for example. Doc was 

born at the turn of the twentieth century. 
He was a slight and elfin man by the time 
I met him in the late 1980s; lively and 
bright-eyed, his face was punctuated by 
a mischievous grin. I was accompany-
ing my wife, Susan, to deliver a series 

of portraits she had taken of Doc in situ, 
surrounded by esoteric equipment in 
his lab—much of it designed and built by 
Doc. It was all part of Edgerton’s “Strobe 
Alley” at MIT.7

Doc had been charmed by Susan dur-
ing their portrait session, and I quickly 
faded into the background. He stuck out 
his hand; when she reached toward him, 
he quickly moved his hand from side to 
side, up and down, like a darting hum-
mingbird, before he laughingly grasped 
her hand in return. He took her by the 
elbow to show her a series of sine waves 
on an oscilloscope. “Do you know what 
this means?” he asked.

“I have no idea,” she replied. 
He fairly cackled. “Thank goodness. 

Neither do we!”
We spent much of the afternoon in 

his company. Doc was a legend. He was 

in the business of perfecting the art of 
seeing beyond what could be detected by 
the unaided eye. To the French, he was 
“Papa Flash,” forever endeared to them 
because he collaborated with the great 
undersea explorer Jacques Cousteau 
and because he had invented under-
water photographic tools that enabled 
Cousteau and the crew of the famed 
ship Calypso to bring the wonders and 
unearthly beauty of the deep to a mass 
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audience. To staff and leaders in the 
U.S. Department of Defense, he was the 
genius whose inventions allowed them 
to see the shape of an atomic explosion 
in the first microseconds after detona-
tion. To curators at the Museum of 
Modern Art, he was the creator of arrest-
ing images worthy of inclusion in their 
collection. 

Doc taught me the limits of my own 
unaided vision. That’s another leader-
ship lesson. What I saw in front of me, 
on the surface, might be only a tiny frac-
tion of what could be seen if I tried hard 
enough. The person I saw in front of 
me might be only a tiny fraction of the 
person I could see if I tried hard enough. 
Vision could be extended and enriched 
if I used the tools at my disposal. If there 
were no tools, then perhaps new tools 
could be invented.

I
n 1991, I again found myself alone 
with transformative people. Ron Born-
stein’s seventeenth-floor office had a 
commanding view of the University 
of Wisconsin–Madison’s sprawling 

and vibrant campus. The dome of the 
Wisconsin State Capitol loomed in the 
near distance, a reminder of the political 
context hovering over the tripartite 
mission of the educational enterprise: 
teaching, research, and engagement with 
Wisconsin’s citizens. I gazed out the 
window and let my mind wander while 
Bornstein talked on the phone with a 
member of the legislature. Some issue 
was hot, some compromise needed to be 
hammered out. Bornstein needed to cut 
a deal; this was his third call in the last 
five minutes, and he was speaking with a 
quiet intensity. 

He had a big office and a big job: 
Senior Vice President for Administra-
tion and Chief Operating Officer (COO) 
for the University of Wisconsin System. 
I was there because he wanted me to 
work for him for six months to establish 
the CIO function at the UW System. I 
wasn’t so sure this was a good idea. Ron 
was nearly a generation older than I, 
and he had command of a whole range 
of political, financial, and operational 

issues far beyond my limited grasp. 
He placed the phone back in its cradle 
and joined me at the window. With the 
unguarded sincerity of the inexperi-
enced, I asked, “Ron, how do you stand 
the pressure?” 

He smiled. “Bill, if you think you 
want to fill that leather chair behind that 
big desk over there, you have to come 
to terms with a crucial fact. Look out 
this window.” He paused. I swallowed. 
“Look hard enough out to the horizon, 
and maybe you can see Oshkosh and 
Superior, way out west to River Falls or 
due north to Green Bay, and all the other 
great places we call the System. Think 
about it. I really mean it when I say ‘great.’ 
This is a great system. Two-billion bucks 
to run it every year. A hundred 
and fifty thousand students. 
Twenty-seven thousand 
faculty and staff. And you 
know what? Listen, now, 
this is the important 
part . . . even as I look 
out this window and 
close my eyes and see 
with absolute clarity in 
my mind’s eye the phenom-
enal things we’re doing every 
day, I know in my heart that at this 
very moment, even as I stand here and 
talk to you, somebody . . . someplace . . . is 
screwing up! And it’s gonna end up on my 
desk.” He smiled and pointed across the 
room. “If you can’t stand the thought of 
that, Mr. Hogue, you don’t want to be in 
that chair behind that desk.”

I’ve never forgotten that moment, 
that pivot point when my sense of real-
ity was disrupted and what I had previ-
ously considered to be normal no longer 
seemed to be so. Aha! Ron was another of 
those transformative people with a lesson to 
teach me. No matter whether they do so 
accidentally or intentionally, as a sin of 
omission or commission, humans screw 
up. And somebody has to clean up the 
mess.

At that moment, as if on cue, a door 
I hadn’t noticed opened in a wood-
paneled wall. In stepped Katharine Lyall, 
an accomplished scholar and economist 

and president of the UW System. She 
smiled and immediately walked toward 
me, her hand extended in greeting. She 
was easily a foot shorter than I. She 
looked up at me and grasped my hand 
with both of hers. “Bill Hogue. We need 
you.” 

I was stunned. Without any time to 
filter a response, my inner voice said I’m 
yours. But I’m afraid I must have gone 
mute again, just as I had with Steve Jobs, 
because she turned to Ron and asked 
whether he’d already scared me off. Still, 
she said it with a smile, and I recovered 
in time to say that I’d be honored to help.

There’s a coda to the story. My 
six-month commitment turned into 
eighteen months. I was spending alter-

nate weeks in Madison and at my 
home campus in Eau Claire, 

180 miles away, where I 
was the full-time CIO. 

The arrangement was a 
challenge for my cam-
pus and my colleagues, 
and it was hard on my 

children, on my wife, 
and on me. But when the 

UW System job was done 
and my successor chosen, I 

received an invitation from President 
Lyall. Dinner at her house. Could I possi-
bly make it, and would I be kind enough 
to include Susan?

The evening came. I’m not sure 
exactly what we expected, but we figured 
it couldn’t be worse than our experience 
with Turkle, Papert, and Jobs in that Bos-
ton brownstone. What we didn’t expect 
was this. Katharine Lyall greeted us at the 
door and guided us to her kitchen. The 
president of the UW System prepared 
and served the meal, with Ron Bornstein 
joining us. Over dessert and coffee, Lyall 
kicked off her shoes and padded around 
in stocking feet: she was that unassuming 
and that comfortable in her own skin. 
As we departed with a modest gift as a 
remembrance, she also gave us a larger 
lesson to remember. At the door, Lyall 
held Susan’s hand, looked her in the eye, 
and thanked her for the family’s collec-
tive sacrifice. Lyall then thanked me for 

Doc taught  
me the limits  

of my own unaided 
vision. That’s  

another leadership 
lesson.
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answering the call of duty. I understood 
then that Katharine Lyall was another of 
the transformative people in my life. 

J
ump to 1996. There was no mis-
taking him as he walked toward 
me along what is called, at MIT, 
the Infinite Corridor. With an 
abstracted air, leonine hair, thick 

glasses, a beard of biblical proportions, 
and an open, welcoming face, radiat-
ing curiosity, this was Joel Moses, no 
question. 

Moses is known for leading the 
development of the Macsyma system 
for algebraic formula manipulation 
and for co-developing the Knowledge-
Based Systems concept in artificial 
intelligence.8 According to folklore 
among MIT undergraduates, Moses 
recited perfect artificial intelligence 
code for complex systems entirely from 
memory. He had served as head of the 
Department of Electrical Engineering 
and Computer Science and as dean of 
the School of Engineering. At the time 
of this encounter, Moses was MIT’s 
provost. 

He stopped about ten feet in front of 
me, cocked his head to the side, knit his 
ample brow, and narrowed his eyes. He 
was trying to place me. 

I helped him out: “Bill Hogue, Project 
Athena.”

“Yes, of course, I remember you, Bill. 
What have you been up to? I haven’t seen 
you lately.”

“I’ve been away for eight years, Joel. 
I’m just now back.”

“Gone?” 
“Gone.”
“For eight years?”
“Yes, eight years.”
“Eight years.” He gazed off at some-

thing or nothing in the distance and was 
silent for a moment before offering his 
verdict. “Remarkable.” He smiled. “But 
you’re back now.”

“Yes, just back.”
“Ah, well,” he said. “That’s good, 

very good.” He smiled again and turned 
away. “Eight years,” he marveled to no 
one in particular. “Remarkable,” he con-

cluded, and continued down the Infinite 
Corridor. 

For Joel the computer scientist, 
time was precise, quantifiable, divis-
ible. Without synchronization of time, 
networks fail, applications die, systems 
self-destruct. For Joel the man, lost in 
exploration of the vast uncharted ter-
ritories of his world-class mind, time was 

relative. I was out of sight for either a few 
weeks or a few years. In this case, preci-
sion in marking the passage of time was 
simply not important. And that was his 
leadership gift to me: opening my eyes 
anew to the realization that my own con-
cept of time was not necessarily shared 
by all. Perceptions of time are not uni-
versal. When a leader—or a client—has an 
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“urgent” need, the definition of urgent is 
not necessarily shared by those who now 
must satisfy that need. 

In his marvelous poem “Anterooms,” 
Richard Wilbur writes:

 Time so often hastens by, 
Time so often stops— 

 Still, it strains belief 
How an instant can dilate, 
Or long years be brief.9 

Wilbur perfectly describes my encoun-
ter with Joel Moses. Both the poet and 
the scientist remind me of another close 
encounter, this time with a friend from 
the Hmong community in Wisconsin.10 
My friend lived in a three-generation 

h o u s e h o l d :  m o t h e r 
and mother-in-law; 

h u s b a n d  a n d 
wife; children. 
The household 
struggled to find 
a shared notion 
of time. For the 

children, raised 
in America ,  the 

passage of time was 
measured by a wristwatch. 

For the husband and wife, born in Laos 
but trying now to assimilate, the passage 
of time was tracked in the head. For the 
grandmothers, who had lived to old age 
in Laos and would never assimilate in 
America, time was felt in the heart. Thus 
was the poet’s observation exempli-
fied: time as a continuum from discrete 
measurement to relativity—wrist, head, 
heart. 

B
efore my close encounters, 
I thought I understood the 
passage of time, that I had the 
answers. I was wrong. The writer 
James Baldwin is credited with 

saying that the purpose of art is to lay 
bare the questions that have been hid-
den by the answers. Think about that. 
Isn’t this also the purpose of higher 
education? We focus on three things in 
the academy: knowledge preservation, 

knowledge dissemination, and knowledge 
creation. That last piece—knowledge 
creation—demands that we use our five 
senses to go beyond what we think we 
already know. We are challenged to seek 
what previously the eye could not see, 
the ear hear, tongue taste, nose scent, 
or skin touch. That’s laying bare the 
questions.

Laying bare the questions might be 
a frightening and lonely pursuit with-
out the presence of transformative people. 
At their best, transformative people teach 
us new ways to develop our senses. 
Through what they create and how they 
behave, they guide us toward valuable 
leadership lessons. When we’re at our 
best, we’re paying attention. 

My career is now measured in 
decades. The number of transformative 
people who have helped me lay bare the 
questions and discover and apply lead-
ership lessons is beyond my accurate 
accounting. They’ve helped me under-
stand that

n fear controls; 
n the unaided eye does not always see;
n screwing up is simply human;
n we need to be needed;
n “thank you” is one of the world’s most 

powerful and enduring statements; 
and

n time is discrete, time is relative.

My bet is that you’ve had a close 
encounter today, this week, or this year. 
Did you notice? Have your five senses 
been pulled into a new dimension? Do 
you feel disoriented, disturbed, dislo-
cated? Has your reality, your sense of 
normal, been disrupted? If so, congratu-
lations, and welcome to your new reality. 
Don’t forget to say “thank you.” n
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Interdimensional hypothesis
The interdimensional hypothesis (IDH or IH), is an idea advanced by Ufologists such as Jacques Vallée that says
unidentified flying objects (UFOs) and related events involve visitations from other "realities" or "dimensions" that
coexist separately alongside our own. It is an alternative to the extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH). IDH also holds that
UFOs are a modern manifestation of a phenomenon that has occurred throughout recorded human history, which in
prior ages were ascribed to mythological or supernatural creatures.
Although ETH has remained the predominant explanation for UFOs by UFOlogists, some ufologists have abandoned
it in favor of IDH. Paranormal researcher Brad Steiger wrote that "we are dealing with a multidimensional
paraphysical phenomenon that is largely indigenous to planet Earth".[1] Other UFOlogists, such as John Ankerberg
and John Weldon, advocate IDH because it fits the explanation of UFOs as a spiritistic phenomenon. Commenting
on the disparity between the ETH and the accounts that people have made of UFO encounters, Ankerberg and
Weldon wrote "the UFO phenomenon simply does not behave like extraterrestrial visitors."[2] In the book UFOs:
Operation Trojan Horse published in 1970, John Keel linked UFOs to supernatural concepts such as ghosts and
demons.
The development of IDH as an alternative to ETH increased in the 1970s and 1980s with the publication of books by
Vallée and J. Allen Hynek. In 1975, Vallée and Hynek advocated the hypothesis in The Edge of Reality: A Progress
Report on Unidentified Flying Objects and further, in Vallée's 1979 book Messengers of Deception: UFO Contacts
and Cults.
Some UFO proponents accepted IDH because the distance between stars makes interstellar travel impractical using
conventional means and nobody had demonstrated an antigravity or faster-than-light travel hypothesis that could
explain extraterrestrial machines. With IDH, it is unnecessary to explain any propulsion method because the IDH
holds that UFOs are not spacecraft, but rather devices that travel between different realities.
One advantage of IDH proffered by Hilary Evans is its ability to explain the apparent ability of UFOs to appear and
disappear from sight and radar; this is explained as the UFO entering and leaving our dimension ("materializing" and
"dematerializing"). Moreover, Evans argues that if the other dimension is slightly more advanced than ours, or is our
own future, this would explain the UFOs' tendency to represent near future technologies (airships in the 1890s,
rockets and supersonic travel in the 1940s, etc.)
IDH is considered a belief system rather than a scientific hypothesis because it is not falsifiable through testing and
experiment. Unlike ETH, it is not possible to verify IDH by experiment or by observation because there is no way to
detect the alternative theories it postulates. IDH is evaluated by UFOlogists solely on the basis of how well it fits.
IDH has been a causative factor in establishing UFO religion.

References
[1] Steiger, Brad, Blue Book Files Released in Canadian UFO Report, Vol. 4, No. 4, 1977, p. 20
[2] John Ankerberg & John Weldon, The Facts on UFO's and Other Supernatural Phenomena, (Eugene, OR: Harvest House Publishers, 1992,

pp10

Further reading
• David Jacobs (December 1992). "J. Allen Hynek and the Problem of UFOs". History of Science Society Meeting,

Washington D.C. p. 16.
• J. Allen Hynek and Jacques Vallée, ed. (1975). The Edge of Reality: A Progress Report on Unidentified Flying

Objects. Chicago: Henry Regnery.
• Jacques Vallée (1980). Messengers of Deception: UFO Contacts and Cults. New York: Bantam Books.
•• Voyagers: The Sleeping Abductees Volume 1
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Meade Layne
Meade Layne (September 8, 1882 – May 12, 1961) was an early researcher of ufology and parapsychology, best
known for proposing an early version of the interdimensional hypothesis to explain flying saucer sightings.[1] Layne
was the founder and first director of Borderland Sciences Research Associates. Prior to his public work studying
ufos, Layne was professor at the University of Southern California, and English department head at Illinois
Wesleyan University and Florida Southern College.

"Etheria"
Layne speculated that, rather than representing advanced military or extraterrestrial technology, flying saucers were
piloted by beings from a parallel dimension, which he called Etheria, and their "ether ships" were usually invisible
but could be seen when their atomic motion became slow enough.[1] He further claimed that Etherians could become
stranded on the terrestrial plane when their ether ships malfunctioned,[2] and that various governments were aware of
these incidents and had investigated them.[2]

Furthermore, Layne argued that Etherians and their ether ships inspired much of earth's mythology and religion,[1]

but that they were truly mortal beings despite having a high level of technological and spiritual advancement.[1] He
claimed that their motive in coming to the terrestrial plane of existence was to reveal their accumulated wisdom to
humanity.[3] These revelations would be relayed through individuals with sufficiently developed psychic abilities,
allowing them to contact the Etherians and communicate with them directly;[2] in particular, he relied extensively on
the mediumship of Mark Probert as confirmation of his theories.

Bibliography
• Layne, Meade, The Ether Ship Mystery And Its Solution, San Diego, Calif., 1950.
• Layne, Meade, The Coming of The Guardians, San Diego, Calif., 1954.

Footnotes
[1][1] Reece 2007, p. 16.
[2][2] Reece 2007, p. 17.
[3][3] Reece 2007, pp. 16-7.
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ISBN 1845114515.
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Jacques Vallée

Jacques F. Vallée

Jacques Vallée (right) with J. Allen Hynek

Born September 24, 1939
Pontoise, France

Occupation Computer scientist
Ufologist

Jacques Fabrice Vallée (born September 24, 1939 in Pontoise, Val-d'Oise, France) is a venture capitalist, computer
scientist, author, ufologist and former astronomer currently residing in San Francisco, California.
In mainstream science, Vallée is notable for co-developing the first computerized mapping of Mars for NASA and
for his work at SRI International on the network information center for the ARPANET, a precursor to the modern
Internet. Vallée is also an important figure in the study of unidentified flying objects (UFOs), first noted for a
defense of the scientific legitimacy of the extraterrestrial hypothesis and later for promoting the interdimensional
hypothesis.

Life and career
Vallée was born in Pontoise, France. He received his Bachelor of Science degree in mathematics from the Sorbonne,
followed by his Master of Science in astrophysics from the University of Lille. He began his professional life as an
astronomer at the Paris Observatory in 1961. He was awarded the Jules Verne Prize for his first science-fiction novel
in French.
He moved to the United States in 1962 and began working in astronomy at the University of Texas at Austin, at
whose MacDonald Observatory he worked on NASA's first project making a detailed informational map of Mars.
In 1967, Vallée received a Ph.D. in computer science from Northwestern University. While at the Institute for the
Future from 1972 to 1976 he was a principal investigator on the large NSF project for computer networking, which
developed one of the first conferencing systems, Planning Network (PLANET),[1] on the ARPANET many years
before the Internet was formed.
He has also served on the National Advisory Committee of the University of Michigan College of Engineering and
was involved in early work on artificial intelligence.
Vallée has authored four books on high technology, including Computer Message Systems, Electronic Meetings, The
Network Revolution, and The Heart of the Internet.
Along with his mentor, astronomer J. Allen Hynek, Vallée carefully studied the phenomenon of UFOs for many 
years and served as the real-life model for the character portrayed by François Truffaut in Steven Spielberg’s film
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Close Encounters of the Third Kind.[2]

His research has taken him to countries all over the world. Considered one of the leading experts in UFO
phenomena, Vallée has written several scientific books on the subject.
His current endeavours include his involvement in SBV Ventures,[3] a venture capital fund, as a general partner. He
and SBV's other general partner, Graham Burnette,[4] are also in the early stages of launching a second venture
capital fund.
He is married and has two children.

Venture capital activity
A venture capitalist since 1982, Vallée has co-founded four venture capital funds, notably the Euro-America family
of venture partnerships, specializing in high technology. As a general partner in these funds, he has spearheaded
early-stage investments in over 60 startup companies, 18 of which have become traded on the public markets, either
through IPOs or acquisitions. They include:
• Accuray Systems (Nasdaq:ARAY) a medical device company developing surgical robots
• Sangstat Medical (acquired by Genzyme) specialized in organ transplantation therapy
• Mercury Interactive (acquired in 2006 by HP) a software testing company
• Electronics for Imaging (Nasdaq:EFII)
• Harmonic Lightwaves (Nasdaq:HLIT)
• Class Data Systems (acquired by Cisco)
• Ubique (acquired by AOL)
• Mobilian (acquired by Intel)
• Nanogram Devices (acquired by Greatbatch) a nanotechnology battery manufacturer.

UFO research and academic work
In May 1955, Vallée first sighted an unidentified flying object over his Pontoise home. Six years later in 1961, while
working on the staff of the French Space Committee, Vallée witnessed the destruction of the tracking tapes of an
unknown object orbiting the earth. The particular object was a retrograde satellite – that is, a satellite orbiting the
earth in the opposite direction to the earth's rotation. At the time he observed this, there were no rockets powerful
enough to launch such a satellite, so the team was quite excited as they assumed that the Earth's gravity had captured
a natural satellite (asteroid). A superior came and erased the tape. These events contributed to Vallée's long-standing
interest in the UFO phenomenon.
In the mid-1960s, like many other UFO researchers, Vallée initially attempted to validate the popular Extraterrestrial
Hypothesis (or ETH). Leading UFO researcher Jerome Clark[5] argues that Vallée's first two UFO books were
among the most scientifically sophisticated defenses of the ETH ever mounted.
However, by 1969, Vallée's conclusions had changed, and he publicly stated that the ETH was too narrow and
ignored too much data. Vallée began exploring the commonalities between UFOs, cults, religious movements,
demons, angels, ghosts, cryptid sightings, and psychic phenomena. Speculation about these potential links were first
detailed in Vallée's third UFO book, Passport to Magonia: From Folklore to Flying Saucers.
As an alternative to the extraterrestrial visitation hypothesis, Vallée has suggested a multidimensional visitation
hypothesis. This hypothesis represents an extension of the ETH where the alleged extraterrestrials could be
potentially from anywhere. The entities could be multidimensional beyond space-time, and thus could coexist with
humans, yet remain undetected.
Vallée's opposition to the popular ETH hypothesis was not well received by prominent U.S. ufologists, hence he was
viewed as something of an outcast. Indeed, Vallée refers to himself as a "heretic among heretics".
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Vallée's opposition to the ETH theory is summarised in his paper, "Five Arguments Against the Extraterrestrial
Origin of Unidentified Flying Objects", Journal of Scientific Exploration, 1990:

Scientific opinion has generally followed public opinion in the belief that unidentified flying objects
either do not exist (the "natural phenomena hypothesis") or, if they do, must represent evidence of a
visitation by some advanced race of space travellers (the extraterrestrial hypothesis or "ETH"). It is the
view of the author that research on UFOs need not be restricted to these two alternatives. On the
contrary, the accumulated data base exhibits several patterns tending to indicate that UFOs are real,
represent a previously unrecognized phenomenon, and that the facts do not support the common concept
of "space visitors." Five specific arguments articulated here contradict the ETH:

1. unexplained close encounters are far more numerous than required for any physical survey of the earth;
2. the humanoid body structure of the alleged "aliens" is not likely to have originated on another planet and is not

biologically adapted to space travel;
3.3. the reported behavior in thousands of abduction reports contradicts the hypothesis of genetic or scientific

experimentation on humans by an advanced race;
4.4. the extension of the phenomenon throughout recorded human history demonstrates that UFOs are not a

contemporary phenomenon; and
5.5. the apparent ability of UFOs to manipulate space and time suggests radically different and richer alternatives.

Vallée has contributed to the investigation of the Miracle at Fatima and Marian apparitions. His work has been used
to support the Fatima UFO Hypothesis. Vallée is one of the first people to speculate publicly about the possibility
that the "solar dance" at Fatima was a UFO. The idea of UFOs was not unknown in 1917, but most of the people in
attendance at the Fatima apparitions would not have attributed the claimed phenomena there to UFOs, let alone to
extraterrestrials. Vallée has also speculated about the possibility that other religious apparitions may have been the
result of UFO activity including Our Lady of Lourdes and the revelations to Joseph Smith. Vallée and other
researchers have advocated further study of unusual phenomena in the academic community. They don't believe that
this should be handled solely by theologians.[6][7][8]

Film appearance
In the Steven Spielberg film Close Encounters of the Third Kind Vallée served as the model for the French
researcher character, Lacombe (François Truffaut).[9]

In 1979, Robert Emenegger and Alan Sandler updated their 1974 UFOs, Past, Present and Future documentary with
new 1979 footage narrated by Jacques Vallée. The updated version is entitled "UFOs: It Has Begun".
Jacques Vallée attempted to interest Spielberg in an alternative explanation for the phenomenon. In an interview on
Conspire.com, Vallée said, "I argued with him that the subject was even more interesting if it wasn't extraterrestrials.
If it was real, physical, but not ET. So he said, 'You're probably right, but that's not what the public is expecting —
this is Hollywood and I want to give people something that's close to what they expect.'"[10]
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Interpretation of the UFO evidence
Vallée proposes that there is a genuine UFO phenomenon, partly associated with a form of non-human
consciousness that manipulates space and time. The phenomenon has been active throughout human history, and
seems to masquerade in various forms to different cultures. In his opinion, the intelligence behind the phenomenon
attempts social manipulation by using deception on the humans with whom they interact.
Vallée also proposes that a secondary aspect of the UFO phenomenon involves human manipulation by humans.
Witnesses of UFO phenomena undergo a manipulative and staged spectacle, meant to alter their belief system, and
eventually, influence human society by suggesting alien intervention from outer space. The ultimate motivation for
this deception is probably a projected major change of human society, the breaking down of old belief systems and
the implementation of new ones. Vallée states that the evidence, if carefully analyzed, suggests an underlying plan
for the deception of mankind by means of unknown, highly advanced methods. Vallée states that it is highly unlikely
that governments actually conceal alien evidence, as the popular myth suggests. Rather, it is much more likely that
that is exactly what the manipulators want us to believe. Vallée feels the entire subject of UFOs is mystified by
charlatans and science fiction. He advocates a stronger and more serious involvement of science in the UFO research
and debate.[11] Only this can reveal the true nature of the UFO phenomenon.

View of UFO investigative efforts
Vallée is often highly critical of UFO investigators overall, both believers and skeptics, asserting that what often
passes for an acceptable level of investigation in a UFO context would be considered sloppy and seriously
inadequate investigation in other fields. He has pointed out logical flaws and methodological flaws common in such
research. Unlike many critics of UFO investigative efforts, his critiques are not condescending and dismissive and he
indicates that he is simply interested in good science.[citation needed]

Concerns regarding the UFO subculture
Vallée expresses concern about the often authoritarian political and religious views expressed by many contactees.
Amongst the groups profiled are the nascent Raëlian movement and an early form of the Heaven's Gate suicide cult,
against which Vallée prophetically warned potential converts, "you only risk your life!" He also argues that
Scientology is another example of a UFO cult which has organized itself as a religious organization.[citation needed]

Books

Finance
Vallée, Jacques (January 2001). The Four Elements of Financial Alchemy: A New Formula for Personal Prosperity
(1st paperback ed.). Ten Speed Press. p. 195 pp. ISBN 1-58008-218-1.

Novels
• Vallée, Jacques; Tormé, Tracy (June 1996). Fastwalker (paperback ed.). Berkeley, California, U.S.A.: Publ. Frog

Ltd. p. 220 pp. ISBN 1-883319-43-9.
• Vallée, Jacques (January 2006). Stratagème (in French) (paperback ed.). p. 256 pp. ISBN 2-84187-777-9.
• Vallée, Jacques (July 2007). Stratagem (hardcover ed.). p. 220 pp. ISBN 978-0-615-15642-2.
Jacques Vallée has also written four science fiction novels, the first two under the pseudonym of Jérôme Sériel:
• Le Sub-Espace [Sub-Space] (1961)
• Le Satellite Sombre [The Dark Satellite] (1963)
• Alintel (as Jacques Vallée) (1986) (provided partial basis for Fastwalker)
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• La Mémoire de Markov (as Jacques Vallée) (1986)

Technical books
• Computer Message Systems (hardcover ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill (Data Communications Book Series).

August 1984. p. 163 pp. ISBN 0-07-051031-8.
• Johansen, Robert; Valles, Jacques and Spangler, Kathi (July 1979). Electronic Meetings: Technical Alternatives.

Addison-Wesley Series on Decision Support (1st hardcover ed.). Addison-Wesley Publ. Co., Inc. p. 244 pp.
ISBN 0-201-03478-6.

• The Network Revolution - confessions of a computer scientist (paperback ed.). England: Penguin Books. 1982.
p. 213 pp. ISBN 0-14-007117-2.

•• The Heart of the Internet

UFO books
• Anatomy of a phenomenon: unidentified objects in space – a scientific appraisal (1st hardcover ed.).

NTC/Contemporary Publishing. January 1965. ISBN 0-8092-9888-0.
Reissue: UFO's In Space: Anatomy of A Phenomenon (paperback reissue ed.). Ballantine Books. April 1987.
p. 284. ISBN 0-345-34437-5.

• Challenge to Science: The UFO Enigma – with Janine Vallée (1966)
• Passport to Magonia: From Folklore to Flying Saucers. Chicago, IL, U.S.A.: Publ. Henry Regnery Co. 1969.
• The Invisible College : What a Group of Scientists Has Discovered About UFO Influences on the Human Race

(1st ed.). 1975.
• The Edge of Reality – Jacques Vallée and Dr. J. Allen Hynek (1975)
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Film appearances
• UFOs: It Has Begun (1979)
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Elemental

"Undine Rising From the Waters" by Chauncey
Bradley Ives

An elemental is a mythic being in the alchemical works of Paracelsus
in the 16th century. There are four elemental categories: gnomes,
undines, sylphs, and salamanders.[1] These correspond to the Classical
elements of antiquity: earth (solid), water (liquid), wind (gas), and fire
(plasma). Aether (quintessence) was not assigned an elemental. Terms
employed for beings associated with alchemical elements vary by
source and gloss.

History

The Paracelsian concept of elementals draws from several much older
traditions in mythology and religion. Common threads can be found in
folklore, animism, and anthropomorphism. Examples of creatures such
as the Pygmy were taken from Greek mythology.

The elements of earth, water, air, and fire, were classed as the
fundamental building blocks of nature. This system prevailed in the
Classical world and was highly influential in Medieval natural
philosophy. Although Paracelsus uses these foundations and the
popular preexisting names of elemental creatures, he is doing so in order to present new ideas which expand on his
own philosophical system. The homunculus is another example of a Paracelsian idea with roots in earlier alchemical,
scientific, and folklore traditions.

Paracelsus
In his 16th century alchemical work Liber de Nymphis, sylphis, pygmaeis et salamandris et de caeteris spiritibus,
Paracelsus identified mythological beings as belonging to one of the four elements. This book was first printed in
1566 after Paracelsus' death[2] and may be pseudepigraphical. He wrote the book to "describe the creatures that are
outside the cognizance of the light of nature, how they are to be understood, what marvellous works God has
created". He states that there is more bliss in describing these "divine objects" than in describing fencing, court
etiquette, cavalry, and other worldly pursuits.[3] The following is his archetypal spirit for each of the four elements:[4]

• Gnome, spirit of earth
• Undine, spirit of water
• Sylph, spirit of wind (also known as spirit of air)
• Salamander, spirit of fire
To be admitted to the acquaintance of the Rosicrucians it was previously necessary for the organs of human sight to
be purges with the universal medicine. Glass gloves would be prepared with one of the four elements and for one
month exposed to beams of sunlight. With these steps the initiated would see innumerable beings immediately.
These beings were said to be longer lived than man but ceased to exist upon death. If however the elemental wed a
mortal they would become immortal; though if the elemental left their spouse for an immortal, the spouse would
have the mortality of the elemental. One of the conditions of joining the Rosicrucians however, was a vow of
chastity in hopes of marrying an elemental.
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Twentieth century
In contemporary times there are those who study and practice rituals to invoke elementals. These include Wiccans,
esoteric Freemasons, and followers of nature-based religions.

Art and entertainment
Elementals began to make an appearance in 20th-century fantasy fiction. One notable example is the DC Comics
superhero team, The Elementals, composed of the characters Gnome, Sylph, Salamander, and Undine. Elementals
also appeared in the 1970s Dungeons and Dragons role-playing game. The concept has since been expanded on in
numerous other fantasy, computer and trading card games.

References
• "Undine." Encyclopædia Britannica. 2006. Encyclopædia Britannica Online. 16 November 2006

<http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9125706>.
• Theophrast von Hohenheim a.k.a. Paracelsus, Sämtliche Werke: Abt. 1, v. 14, sec. 7, Liber de nymphis, sylphis,

pygmaeis et salamandris et de caeteris spiritibus. Karl Sudhoff and Wilh. Matthießen, eds. Munich:Oldenbourg,
1933.

Notes
[1] Carole B. Silver, Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness, p 38 ISBN 0-19-512199-6
[2][2] Paracelsus. Four Treatises of Theophrastus Von Hohenheim Called Paracelsus. JHU Press, 1996. p.222
[3][3] Paracelsus. Four Treatises of Theophrastus Von Hohenheim Called Paracelsus. JHU Press, 1996. p.224
[4] Carole B. Silver, Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and Victorian Consciousness, p 38 ISBN 0-19-512199-6

External links
• Collected Works of Paracelsus V. 14 at the University of Braunschweig (German) (http:/ / bib1lp1. rz. tu-bs. de/

docportal/ servlets/ MCRFileNodeServlet/ DocPortal_derivate_00000702/ intro. htm)

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Elementals_%28DC_Comics%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Elemental_%28Dungeons_%26_Dragons%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Role-playing_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fantasy
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Video_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Trading_card_game
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Karl_Sudhoff
http://bib1lp1.rz.tu-bs.de/docportal/servlets/MCRFileNodeServlet/DocPortal_derivate_00000702/intro.htm
http://bib1lp1.rz.tu-bs.de/docportal/servlets/MCRFileNodeServlet/DocPortal_derivate_00000702/intro.htm


Interdimensional being 11

Interdimensional being
An interdimensional being or intelligence (also intra-dimensional and other-dimensional) is a type of theoretical
or fictional entity existing in a dimension beyond our own. Such beings are common in science fiction, and are
discussed in theoretical physics and ufology. Entities able to travel between dimensions (such as via
interdimensional doorways) are sometimes referred to as sliders.

Nonfiction

Nonfictional theory
It is important to note that dimension is a direction, and thus in this context is technically used incorrectly. There are
three spacial dimensions of which we are aware, and one temporal one. A more accurate, or appropriate term, would
be alternate universe, or parallel worlds. Theoretical physics discusses several theories of dimensions. Within certain
academic discussions, it is not uncommon for the question of beings, intelligences, or other life to come up as part of
the consideration.
Ufology discusses scientific theories of dimensions, beings, and intelligences, and may consider the paranormal.
Scientists attempting to ascertain the nature of UFOs and Unidentified Aerial Phenomena (UAP) consider known
physics and theoretical physics; and when no prosaic explanation can be found, discussions of another dimension, of
"manifestations of nature from perhaps another dimension", of "multiple dimensions", or even of "time travel" may
be brought into the consideration.

Nonfictional theoretical implementations

An Alcubierre drive is a spacetime
manipulation[1] system. It warps the dimensions

of both space and time. There is a gravity
sinkhole in front of the ship pulling the ship

along, and also a gravity bubble pushing the ship
from behind. The space ship is not actually

visible[1] in this diagram. This engine is only
theoretical, because humans do not have the

technology to create one, and physicists dispute
whether it would actually operate correctly in

practice.

A theoretical type of starship engine, the Alcubierre drive, emulates
superluminal travel by manipulating the fabric of spacetime. This can
be achieved by amassing large quantities of pure energy in a section of
spacetime.

However, the quantity of energy required would be completely
impractical. Albert Einstein's theories certainly imply that the energy
could be carried around as mass, yet the exact implementation of
releasing the energy using materials other than antimatter is not terribly
clear.

Since the Alcubierre drive manipulates spacetime, it is the closest
theoretical space travel engine to interdimensional travel. Because
modern science on Earth does not have a real concept of multiple
dimensions beyond quantum mechanics and the many worlds
interpretation, bending or changing spacetime itself to achieve
faster-than-light travel appears to be the real-world equivalent of
jumping through dimensional doorways in fiction.

Fiction

Implementation of dimensional portals
In the Star Trek universe, wormhole theory states that if a section in the fabric of spacetime joins together with 
another section of spacetime, a direct connection can be made between the two, allowing speedy travel between the
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two (normally unrelated) spacetime coordinates. Black holes are one such way of stretching the fabric of spacetime;
so it's theoretically possible to create wormholes using a pair of singularities, at least in the fictional universe of Star
Trek. The NASA Web site has a somewhat dated article called "The Science of Star Trek", by physicist David Allen
Batchelor (5 May 2009), which considers some of the implementations in Star Trek. He says it's "the only science
fiction series crafted with such respect for real science and intelligent writing", with some "imaginary science" mixed
in; and considers it to be the "only science fiction series that many scientists watch regularly", like himself. He says
it's "more faithful to science than any other science fiction series ever shown on television".

Universe dimensionality
An additional fictional work that does include universe dimensionality of some sort includes the Buffy the Vampire
Slayer series, according to a particular academic source.

The Time Machine (H. G. Wells)
The Time Machine by H. G. Wells describes time travelers as interdimensionally capable.
The protagonist describes the passing of time, and also treats it as if it were a spatial dimension. This is exactly how
H. G. Wells devises the time machine mechanism in this particular work of fiction. H. G. Wells supposes that if time
could simply be treated as space, then time machines would indeed operate correctly. In this case, the H. G. Wells
definition of a time traveler must be equivalent to that of an interdimensional being – an entity capable of traveling
through unusual dimensional rifts that few other entities can enter.
From H. G. Wells' Work: 'Clearly,' the Time Traveller proceeded, 'any real body must have extension in four
directions: it must have Length, Breadth, Thickness, and—Duration. But through a natural infirmity of the flesh,
which I will explain to you in a moment, we incline to overlook this fact. There are really four dimensions, three
which we call the three planes of Space, and a fourth, Time. There is, however, a tendency to draw an unreal
distinction between the former three dimensions and the latter, because it happens that our consciousness moves
intermittently in one direction along the latter from the beginning to the end of our lives.

Haruhi Suzumiya Light Novel Series
In the Haruhi Suzumiya franchise[1], the original author of the Suzumiya Light Novels, Tanigawa Nagaru, designed
a fictional universe that does contain parallel dimensions.

In videogames

Starcraft I and II

In the StarCraft universe, a science fiction universe crafted by Blizzard Entertainment, there exists an extraterrestrial
species known as the Protoss.
The Protoss are a heavily religious alien race, separate from Terrans, who are actually a human species.
Protoss military fighters are able to travel through spacetime extremely quickly, through the psionic matrix. The
psionic matrix works similarly to the parapsychological powers of characters who exist in Tanigawa Nagaru's works.
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Portal 1 and 2

In the game Portal as well as the game Portal 2, the female protagonist's goal is to defeat the fictional operating
system GLaDOS in order to escape a facility known as the Aperture Science Enrichment Center.
She does this by using a portal gun, which can create blue and orange portals. These portals are two-way
interdimensional doorways that loop back on themselves and therefore connect two places in exactly the same
universe.
The Portal franchise is based off the game Narbacular Drop, which has a similar portal system.

In television

Steins;Gate

In the television series Steins;Gate, the fictional characters attempt to travel between and manipulate world lines.
The authors and creative minds behind Steins;Gate portray world lines as pieces of dimensional data. In other words,
each world line is a parallel dimension.
In reality, world lines are simply a tracking of an object through both space and time, so therefore no "parallel
universes" actually exist solely because of real world worldlines.

Mahou Shoujo Madoka Magica

Mahou Shoujo Madoka Magica, also latinized as Puella Magi Madoka Magica, contains another female goddess,
done in the monotheistic style, which appears to be analogous to the monotheistic Goddess of Tanigawa Nagaru's
works.
The goddess in this particular franchise is also able to create new worlds, by wishing for them.
Another character is able to create timelines which do represent alternate dimensions as well.

References
[1] http:/ / toolserver. org/ %7Edispenser/ cgi-bin/ dab_solver. py?page=Interdimensional_being& editintro=Template:Disambiguation_needed/

editintro& client=Template:Dn

Additional sources used
• Suppression and Transformation of the Maternal in Contemporary Women's Science Fiction (http:/ / liverpool.

metapress. com/ content/ u79x67w141470p63)
• Portals in Science Fiction (Google Scholar) (http:/ / books. google. com/ books?hl=en& lr=&

id=8C6VmdG04AsC& oi=fnd& pg=PA17& dq=interdimensional+ fiction& ots=1wnNJqwdm3&
sig=DbvtwTBix5lS1KWFva9EZDKTgXE#v=onepage& q=interdimensional fiction& f=false)

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Videogame
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Portal_%28videogame%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Portal_2
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Goal
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Operating_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Operating_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=GLaDOS
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Recursion
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Narbacular_Drop
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Steins%3BGate
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=World_line
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mahou_Shoujo_Madoka_Magica
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Haruhi_Suzumiya
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Haruhi_Suzumiya
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wish
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Time_travel
http://toolserver.org/%7Edispenser/cgi-bin/dab_solver.py?page=Interdimensional_being&editintro=Template:Disambiguation_needed/editintro&client=Template:Dn
http://toolserver.org/%7Edispenser/cgi-bin/dab_solver.py?page=Interdimensional_being&editintro=Template:Disambiguation_needed/editintro&client=Template:Dn
http://liverpool.metapress.com/content/u79x67w141470p63
http://liverpool.metapress.com/content/u79x67w141470p63
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=8C6VmdG04AsC&oi=fnd&pg=PA17&dq=interdimensional+fiction&ots=1wnNJqwdm3&sig=DbvtwTBix5lS1KWFva9EZDKTgXE#v=onepage&q=interdimensional%20fiction&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=8C6VmdG04AsC&oi=fnd&pg=PA17&dq=interdimensional+fiction&ots=1wnNJqwdm3&sig=DbvtwTBix5lS1KWFva9EZDKTgXE#v=onepage&q=interdimensional%20fiction&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=8C6VmdG04AsC&oi=fnd&pg=PA17&dq=interdimensional+fiction&ots=1wnNJqwdm3&sig=DbvtwTBix5lS1KWFva9EZDKTgXE#v=onepage&q=interdimensional%20fiction&f=false


Paranormal and occult hypotheses about UFOs 14

Paranormal and occult hypotheses about UFOs
Part of a series of articles on the paranormal

A purported UFO over Passaic, New Jersey, in 1952.
Main articles
•• Afterlife
•• Angel
•• Astral projection
•• Aura
•• Clairvoyance
•• Close encounter
•• Cold spot
•• Conjuration
•• Cryptid
•• Cryptozoology
•• Demon
•• Demonic possession
•• Demonology
•• Ectoplasm
•• Electronic voice phenomenon

•• Exorcism
•• Extrasensory perception
•• Fear of ghosts
•• Forteana
•• Ghost
•• Ghost hunting
•• Ghost story
•• Haunted house
•• Hypnosis
•• Intelligent haunting
•• Magic
•• Mediumship
•• Miracle
•• Near-death experience
•• Occult
•• Ouija
•• Paranormal
•• Paranormal fiction
•• Paranormal television
•• Poltergeist
•• Precognition
•• Psychic
•• Psychic reading
•• Psychokinesis
•• Psychometry

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Category:Paranormal
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paranormal
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File%3APurportedUFO2.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Passaic%2C_New_Jersey
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Afterlife
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Angel
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Astral_projection
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Aura_%28paranormal%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Clairvoyance
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Close_encounter
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cold_spot
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Evocation
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cryptid
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cryptozoology
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Demon
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Demonic_possession
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Demonology
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ectoplasm_%28paranormal%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Electronic_voice_phenomenon
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Exorcism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Extrasensory_perception
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fear_of_ghosts
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Forteana
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ghost
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ghost_hunting
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ghost_story
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Haunted_house
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hypnosis
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Intelligent_haunting
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Magic_%28paranormal%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mediumship
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Miracle
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Near-death_experience
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Occult
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ouija
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paranormal
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paranormal_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Paranormal_television
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Poltergeist
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Precognition
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychic
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychic_reading
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychokinesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychometry_%28paranormal%29


Paranormal and occult hypotheses about UFOs 15

•• Reincarnation
•• Remote viewing
•• Residual haunting
•• Shadow people
•• Spirit photography
•• Spirit possession
•• Spirit world
•• Spiritualism
•• Stone Tape
•• Supernatural
•• Telepathy
•• UFO
•• UFO sightings
•• Ufology
•• Will-o'-the-wisp
Haunted locations

United Kingdom
United States
world

Articles on skepticism
•• Cold reading
•• Committee for Skeptical Inquiry
•• Debunking
•• Hoax
•• James Randi Educational Foundation
•• Magical thinking
•• Prizes for evidence of the paranormal
•• Pseudoskepticism
•• Scientific skepticism
Related articles on science, psychology, and logic
•• Agnosticism
•• Anomalistics
•• Argument from ignorance
•• Argumentum ad populum
•• Bandwagon effect
•• Begging the question
•• Cognitive dissonance
•• Communal reinforcement
•• Fallacy
•• Falsifiability
•• Fringe science
•• Groupthink

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Reincarnation
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Remote_viewing
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Residual_haunting
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shadow_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spirit_photography
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spirit_possession
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spirit_world_%28Spiritualism%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Spiritualism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Stone_Tape
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Supernatural
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Telepathy
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Unidentified_flying_object
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_UFO_sightings
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ufology
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Will-o%27-the-wisp
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Reportedly_haunted_locations_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_reportedly_haunted_locations_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_reportedly_haunted_locations_in_the_world
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Skepticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cold_reading
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Committee_for_Skeptical_Inquiry
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Debunker
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hoax
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=James_Randi_Educational_Foundation
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Magical_thinking
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=List_of_prizes_for_evidence_of_the_paranormal
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Pseudoskepticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Scientific_skepticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Science
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Psychology
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Logic
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Agnosticism
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argument_from_ignorance
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Argumentum_ad_populum
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Bandwagon_effect
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Begging_the_question
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cognitive_dissonance
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Communal_reinforcement
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fallacy
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Falsifiability
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fringe_science
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Groupthink


Paranormal and occult hypotheses about UFOs 16

•• Junk science
•• Protoscience
•• Pseudoscience
•• Scientific evidence
•• Scientific method
•• Superstition
•• Uncertainty
•• Urban legend
Related articles on Social change and Parapsychology
•• Countermovement
•• Death and culture
•• Parapsychology
•• Scientific literacy
•• Social movement
•• v
•• t
• e [1]

Paranormal and occult hypotheses about UFOs refers to the proposals that unidentified flying objects are related
to or caused by the paranormal or occult. The study of the paranormal and occult is generally seen as pseudoscience
by scientific community.[citation needed]

Mystics, extraterrestrials, and contactees
In his 1758 book Earths in the Solar World, Emanuel Swedenborg reported a number of visions where he was
escorted around various planets. He regarded these visions as genuine.
Among Madame Blavatsky’s writings were her descriptions of “The Lords of the Flame”, who resided on
Venus[citation needed].[2] Guy Ballard, one of Blavatsky's disciples, popularised her teachings in the United States. He
founded an offshoot, “The Great I AM”, which made contact with extraterrestrials a vital part of its teachings[citation

needed].
Though early contactees spoke of extraterrestrial contact, the general tone and the sort of messages imparted by
extraterrestrials seemed almost interchangeable, in many accounts, as those offered by mediums and mystics. As
early as the 17th century, the polymath John Dee and his assistant Edward Kelley, working together, communed with
superior and unearthly beings (which he called angels) who imparted to them a strange language, Enochian, and
imparting to them "wisdom" and knowledge.
Heavily inspired by the writings of H. P. Lovecraft, the Left Hand Path occultists Kenneth Grant and Michael
Bertiaux have formed magical orders devoted to using tantric and ceremonial magic as a means to contact
extraterrestrial (and/or extradimensional) entities[citation needed].

Theorists and popularizers
Carl Jung, the famous psychologist, also theorized that UFOs might have a primarily spiritual and psychological 
basis. In his 1959 book "Flying Saucers: A Modern Myth of Things Seen In The Sky", he pointed out that the round 
shape of most saucers corresponds to a mandala, a type of archetypal shape seen in religious images. Thus the 
saucers might reflect a projection of the internal desires of viewers to see them. However, he did not label them as 
delusions or hallucinations outright; it was more in the nature of a shared spiritual experience. However, Jung
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seemed conflicted as to possible origins. At other times he asserted that he wasn't concerned with possible
psychological origins and that at least some UFOs were physically real, based primarily on indirect physical
evidence such as photographs and radar contact in addition to visual sightings. He also considered the extraterrestrial
hypothesis to be viable. In 1958 the AP quoted him as saying, "A purely psychological explanation is ruled out.... If
the extraterrestrial origin of these phenomena should be confirmed, this would prove the existence of an intelligent
interplanetary relationship.... That the construction of these machines proves a scientific technique immensely
superior to ours cannot be disputed."
John Keel and Brad Steiger promulgated various paranormal/UFO theories in a series of paperback books in the
1960s and 1970s[citation needed]. Keel in particular speculated that UFOs might have their origins not in space and
time as we know it, but outside of it[citation needed]. He advocated that we may not do well to trust superior beings but
to regard them as quite often deceptive or manipulative if not parasitic. Dr. Jacques Vallée, a French ufologist, noted
an almost exact parallel between UFO and "Alien" visitations and stories from folklore of Fairies and similar
creatures[citation needed]. This was documented in his 1969 book "Passport to Magonia" and explored further in his
later works. The significance of these parallels is disputed between mainstream scientists, who contend that both are
fanciful, and Vallée and others who feel that some underlying poorly understood phenomenon is actually interacting
with humans to cause both kinds of sightings. Terence McKenna, in contrast, believed that UFOs are manifestations
of the human soul, or collective spirit[citation needed]. He thought they appeared to individuals and groups in order to
exert psychological influence over the course of history and might preside, in the year 2012, over history's end[citation

needed].
In the 1980s, this point of view had formalized into a paradigm in and of itself[citation needed]. Researcher Hilary
Evans published two well-researched studies, Gods, Spirits, Cosmic Guardians: Encounters with Non-Human Beings
and Visions, Apparitions, Alien Visitors: A Complete Study of the Entity Enigma trying to examine phenomena
ranging from "ghosts" to "aliens" using similar principles, seeming to conclude that entities may have originated in
the minds of the experiencers, with paranormal components. Since that time, discussion has stalled, with no one
having much of substance to offer; writing tends to consist of repetitions of old theoriesWikipedia:No original
research.
The U.S. Government Printing Office issued a publication compiled by the Library of Congress for the Air Force
Office of Scientific Research: "UFOs and Related Subjects: An Annotated Bibliography". In preparing this work, the
senior bibliographer, Lynn E. Catoe, read thousands of UFO articles and books[citation needed]. In her preface to this
400-page book she states:

A large part of the available UFO literature is closely linked with mysticism and the metaphysical. It
deals with subjects like mental telepathy, automatic writing and invisible entities as well as phenomena
like poltergeist (ghost) manifestations and possession. Many of the UFO reports now being published in
the popular press recount alleged incidents that are strikingly similar to demonic possession and psychic
phenomena.

UFOs and mainstream religions
A few Protestant fundamentalists regard UFOs as inherently demonic and part of a Satanic plan to undermine
Christianity, which may involve the supernatural Nephilim as pilots of the UFOs.
Similar views are held by some Christian Orthodox priests and believers, with direct references to affirmations made 
by saints of the Orthodox Church.[3][4] The UFO phenomenon is connected to the arrival of the Antichrist and the 
wonders he would make to fool the world into believing him, including great fire coming down from the sky. The 
sky is seen as the place where demons live (see the similarity with Beelzebub - "the lord of the flies", sometimes 
interpreted as "the lord of the fliers" - i.e. of those who fly). Many similarities can be drawn between UFOs and 
demonic manifestations: both involve revealing half truths, double truths or deceit, both tend to have a volatile 
character, as they seem to appear unexpectedly and have an indefinite or illusory character, inducing a sense of
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wondering and awe, and, more subtly, exposure to or knowledge of both, as incomplete as it is, can induce some
abnormal or even pathologic states to those exposed - anxiety, fear, obsession with the phenomenon, and even
paranoid schizophrenia, demonomania and suicide, according to John Keel's book "UFOs: Operation Trojan Horse",
cited in the links above.
In addition, some have argued that abduction experiences bear striking similarities to pre-20th-century accounts of
demonic manifestations noting as many as a dozen similarities.[5] As evidence of their belief that Alien Abductions
are demonic manifestations, researchers have offered various testimonies of aliens reacting to the name of Jesus in
much the same way that demons are recorded as having reacted in the New Testament, with some even alleging that
the invocation of the name has shown to successfully abort such abductions.[6][7]
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Extraterrestrial hypothesis
The extraterrestrial hypothesis (ETH) is the hypothesis that some unidentified flying objects (UFOs) are best
explained as being physical spacecraft occupied by extraterrestrial life or non-human aliens from other planets
visiting Earth.

Etymology
Origins of the term extraterrestrial hypothesis are unknown, but use in printed material on UFOs seems to date to at
least the latter half of the 1960s. French Ufologist Jacques Vallee used it in his 1966 book Challenge to science: the
UFO enigma. It was used in a publication by French engineer Aimé Michel in 1967, by Dr. James E. McDonald in a
symposium in March 1968[1] and again by McDonald and James Harder while testifying before the Congressional
Committee on Science and Astronautics, in July 1968. Skeptic Philip J. Klass used it in his 1968 book
UFOs--Identified.[2] In 1969 physicist Edward Condon defined the "Extra-terrestrial Hypothesis" or "ETH" as the
"idea that some UFOs may be spacecraft sent to Earth from another civilization or space other than earth, or on a
planet associated with a more distant star," while presenting the findings of the much debated Condon Report. Some
UFO historians credit Condon with popularizing the term and its abbreviation "ETH".

Chronology
Although ETH, as a unified and named hypothesis, is a comparatively new concept - one which owes a lot to the
saucer sightings of the 1940s–1960s, it can trace its origins back to a number of earlier events such as the now
discredited Martian canals and ancient Martian civilization promoted by astronomer Percival Lowell, popular culture
including the writings of H. G. Wells and fellow science fiction pioneers such as Edgar Rice Burroughs, who
likewise wrote of Martian civilizations, and even to the works of figures such as the Swedish philosopher, mystic
and scientist Emanuel Swedenborg, who promoted a variety of unconventional views that linked other worlds to the
afterlife.[3]

Also in the early part of the 20th century, Charles Fort collected accounts of anomalous physical phenomena from
newspapers and scientific journals, including many reports of extraordinary aerial objects. These reports were first
published in 1919 in The Book of the Damned. In this and two subsequent books, New Lands (1923) and Lo! (1931),
Fort theorized that visitors from other worlds were observing Earth. Fort's reports of these early unknown aerial
phenomena were frequently cited in American newspapers when the UFO phenomenon first attracted widespread
media attention in June and July 1947.
The modern ETH - specifically the implicit linking of unidentified aircraft and lights in the sky to alien life - took
root during the late 1940s and took its current form during the 1950s. It drew on pseudoscience as well as popular
culture. Unlike earlier speculation of extraterrestrial life, interest in the ETH was also bolstered by many unexplained
sightings investigated by the U.S. government and governments of other countries, as well as private civilian groups,
such as NICAP and APRO.
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Historical reports of extraterrestrial visits
An early example of speculation over extraterrestrial visitors can be found in the French newspaper Le Pays, which
on June 17, 1864, published a story about two American geologists who had allegedly discovered an alien-like
creature, a mummified three-foot-tall hairless humanoid with a trunk-like appendage on its forehead, inside a hollow
egg-shaped structure.[4]

A further report can be found in the Missouri Democrat (St. Louis), which, in October 1865, reported on the story of
Rocky Mountain trapper James Lumley, who claimed to have discovered fragments of rock bearing "curious
hieroglyphics" which seemed to form a compartmentalized object which he believed was being used to transport "an
animate being", after investigating a meteor impact near Great Falls, Montana. The newspaper goes on to speculate
"Possibly, meteors could be used as a means of conveyance by the inhabitants of other planets, in exploring space".
H. G. Wells, in his 1898 science fiction classic The War of the Worlds, popularized, perhaps for the first time, the
idea of Martian visitation and invasion. Even before Wells, there was a sudden upsurge in reports in "Mystery
airships" in the U.S. UFO historians Jerome Clark and David M. Jacobs[5] note that extraterrestrial visitation,
particularly from Mars, was sometimes proposed to explain these mystery airship waves. For example, the
Washington Times in 1897 speculated that the airships were "a reconnoitering party from Mars" and the Saint Louis
Post-Dispatch wrote, "these may be visitors from Mars, fearful, at the last, of invading the planet they have been
seeking."[6] Later there was a more international airship wave from 1909-1912. An example of an extraterrestrial
explanation at the time was a 1909 letter to a New Zealand newspaper suggesting "atomic powered spaceships from
Mars."[7]

From the 1920s the idea of alien visitation in space ships was commonplace in popular comic strips and radio and
movie serials such as Buck Rogers and Flash Gordon. In particular, Flash Gordon serials have Earth being attacked
from space by alien meteors, ray beams, and biological weapons. In 1938 a radio broadcast version of War of the
Worlds by Orson Welles, using a contemporary setting for H. G. Wells’ Martian invasion, created some public panic
in the U.S. This would later figure into some commentary on what was happening in 1947 when “flying saucers”
finally hit the U.S.

UFOs and ETH (Extraterrestrial Hypothesis)

The 1947 U.S. flying saucer wave

On June 24, 1947, at about 3.00 p.m. local time, pilot Kenneth Arnold reported seeing nine unidentified disk-shaped
aircraft flying near Mount Rainier.[8][9]

Arnold said the objects moved as if they were a saucer skipping across water, but also described the shape as thin,
flat, and disc-like or saucer-like (also like a "pie-plate," "pie-pan," and "half-moon shaped")--see Kenneth Arnold
article for detailed quotes. Two to three days later, the terms "flying disc" and "flying saucer" first appeared in
newspapers and became the preferred terms for the phenomenon for several years, until largely replaced in the 1950s
and 1960s by UFO.
Though he was impressed by their high speed and quick movements, Arnold did not initially consider the ETH,
stating:

"I assumed at the time they were a new formation or a new type of jet, though I was baffled by the fact that
they did not have any tails. They passed almost directly in front of me, but at a distance of about 23 miles,
which is not very great in the air. I judged their wingspan to be at least 100 feet across. Their flying did not
particularly disturb me at the time, except that I had never seen planes of that type."

When no aircraft emerged that seemed to account for what he had seen, Arnold quickly considered the possibility of 
the objects being extraterrestrial. On July 7, 1947, two stories came out where Arnold was raising the topic of 
possible extraterrestrial origins, both as his opinion and those who had written to him. In an Associated Press story, 
Arnold said he had received quantities of fan mail eager to help solve the mystery. Some of them "suggested the
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discs were visitations from another planet."[10]

In the other story, Arnold was interviewed by the Chicago Times:
"...Kenneth Arnold ...is not so certain that the strange contraptions are made on this planet. Arnold... said he
hoped the devices were really the work of the U.S. Army. But he told the TIMES in a phone conversation: 'If
our government knows anything about these devices, the people should be told at once. A lot of people out
here are very much disturbed. Some think these things may be from another planet... Arnold, in pointing to the
possibility of these discs being from another world, said, regardless of their origin, they apparently were
traveling to some reachable destination. Whoever controlled them, he said, obviously wasn’t trying to hurt
anyone. …He said discs were making turns so abruptly in rounding peaks that it would have been impossible
for human pilots inside survived the pressure. So, he too thinks they are controlled from elsewhere, regardless
of whether it’s from Mars, Venus, or our own planet."[11]

Arnold expressed similar views in a 1950 interview with journalist Edward R. Murrow:
"...if it's not made by our science or our Army Air Forces, I am inclined to believe it's of an extraterrestrial
origin."[12]

Arnold had first brought up the subject on June 27, 1947, when he described an encounter he had with a
near-hysterical woman in Pendleton, Oregon, shrieking, "there's the man who saw the men from Mars." Arnold then
added, "This whole thing has gotten out of hand... Half the people I see look at me as a combination Einstein, Flash
Gordon and screwball."[13]

When the 1947 flying saucer wave hit the U.S., there was much speculation in the newspapers about what they might
be in news stories, columns, editorials, and letters to the editor. Like Arnold mentioned in his interview, this included
some serious discussion of the ETH.
For example, on July 10, U.S. Senator Glen Taylor of Idaho commented, “I almost wish the flying saucers would
turn out to be space ships from another planet,” because the possibility of hostility “would unify the people of the
earth as nothing else could.” On July 8, Dewitt Miller was quoted by UP saying that the saucers had been seen since
the early nineteenth century. If the present discs weren’t secret Army weapons, he suggested they could be vehicles
from Mars or other planets or maybe even “things out of other dimensions of time and space.”[14] Other articles
brought up the work of Charles Fort, who earlier in the 20th Century had documented numerous reports of
unidentified flying objects that had been written up in newspapers and scientific journals.[15]

Generally, if the ETH was brought up it was done in a sarcastic or dismissive way. For example, nationally
syndicated columns by humorist Hal Boyle on July 8 and 9 spoke of a green man from Mars in his flying saucer (see
Little green men) who had kidnapped him and taken him for a ride. A United Press story on July 8 had the Army Air
Forces at the Pentagon stating what the flying saucers were not. They were not a secret U.S. military project, a
bacteriological weapon of a foreign power, and they were not "space ships."
Even if people thought the saucers were real, most were generally unwilling to leap to the conclusion that they were
extraterrestrial in origin. Various popular theories began to quickly proliferate in press articles, such as secret
military projects, Russian spy devices, hoaxes, optical illusions, and mass hysteria. According to Murrow, the ETH
as a serious explanation for "flying saucers" did not earn widespread attention until about 18 months after Arnold's
sighting.[16]

These attitudes seem to be reflected in the results of the first US poll of public UFO perceptions released by Gallup 
on August 14, 1947.[17] The term "flying saucer" was familiar to 90% of the respondents. As to what people thought 
explained them, the poll further showed that most people either held no opinion or refused to answer the question 
(33%), or generally believed that there was a mundane explanation. 29% thought they were optical illusions, mirages 
or imagination, 15% a US secret weapon, 10% a hoax, 3% a “weather forecasting device”, 1% of Soviet origin, and 
9% had “other explanations”, including fulfillment of Biblical prophecy, secret commercial aircraft, or related to 
atomic testing.[18] What is unclear in this poll is what fraction of the public might seriously or half-seriously have
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considered the ETH had their attitudes been probed more deeply. Attitudes of people in the large "no opinion/no
answer" category" are unknown, as are most of the people in the "other explanation" category. Others may have
entertained more than one opinion that might not be reflected in such a poll where usually only one opinion was
offered. For example, Kenneth Arnold stated he hoped they were secret U.S. military aircraft, but if they weren't,
then he believed they were likely extraterrestrial.

Military investigations begin: ETH conclusion and debunkery

On July 9, Army Air Forces Intelligence began a secret study of the best saucer reports, including Arnold's. A
follow-up study by the Air Materiel Command intelligence and engineering departments at Wright Field Ohio led to
the formation the U.S. Air Force's Project Sign at the end of 1947, the first official U.S. military UFO study.
In 1948, Project Sign wrote their Estimate of the Situation, which concluded that the remaining unidentified
sightings were best explained by the ETH. The report ultimately was rejected by the USAF Chief of Staff, General
Hoyt Vandenberg, citing a lack of physical evidence, and its existence was not publicly disclosed until 1956 by later
Project Blue Book director Edward J. Ruppelt. Ruppelt also indicated that Vandenberg dismantled Project Sign after
they wrote their ETH conclusion.
With this official policy in place, all subsequent public Air Force reports concluded that there was either insufficient
evidence to link UFOs and ETH, or that UFOs did not warrant investigation.
Immediately following the great UFO wave of 1952 and military debunkery of the radar and visual sightings plus jet
interceptions over Washington, D.C. in August, the CIA’s Office of Scientific Investigation took particular interest in
UFOs. Though the ETH was mentioned, it was generally given little credence. However, others within the CIA, such
as the Psychological Strategy Board, were more concerned about how an unfriendly power such as the Soviet Union
might use UFOs for psychological warfare purposes, exploit the gullibility of the public for the sensational, and clog
intelligence channels. Under a directive from the National Security Council to review the problem, in January 1953,
the CIA organized the Robertson Panel,[19] a group of scientists who quickly reviewed the Blue Book’s best
evidence, including motion pictures and an engineering report that concluded that the performance characteristics
were beyond that of earthly craft. After only two days' review, all cases were claimed to have conventional
explanations. An official policy of public debunkery was recommended using the mass media and authority figures
in order to influence public opinion and reduce the number of UFO reports.

Evolution of public opinion

The early 1950s also saw a number of movies depicting flying saucers and aliens, including The Day the Earth Stood
Still (1951), The War of the Worlds, Earth vs. the Flying Saucers (1956), and Forbidden Planet (1956).
Despite this, public belief in ETH seems to have remained low during the early 1950s, even among those reporting
UFOs. A poll published in Popular Science magazine, in August 1951, showed that 52% of UFO witnesses
questioned believed that they had seen a man-made aircraft, while only 4% believed that they had seen an alien craft.
However, an additional 28% were uncertain, with more than half of these stating they believed they were either
man-made aircraft or "visitors from afar." Thus the total number of UFO witnesses who considered the ETH viable
was approximately 20%. Within a few years, belief in ETH had increased due to the activities of people such as
retired U.S. Marine Corp officer Maj. Donald E. Keyhoe, who campaigned to raise public awareness of the UFO
phenomena. By 1957, 25% of Americans responded that they either believed, or were willing to believe, in ETH,
while 53% responded that they weren't (though a majority of these respondents indicated they thought UFOs to be
real but of earthly origin). 22% said that they were uncertain.[20]

During this time, the ETH also fragmented into distinct camps, each believing slightly different variations of the
hypothesis. The "contactees" of the early 1950s said that the "space brothers" they met were peaceful and
benevolent, but by the mid-1960s, a number of alleged Alien abductions; including that of Betty and Barney Hill,
and of the apparent mutilation of cattle cast the ETH in more sinister terms.
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Opinion polls indicate that public belief in the ETH has continued to rise since then. For example, a 1997 Gallup poll
of the U.S. public indicated that 87% knew about UFOs, 48% believed them to be real (vs. 33% who thought them to
be imaginary), and 45% believed UFOs had visited Earth.[21] Similarly a Roper poll from 2002 found 56% thought
UFOs to be real and 48% thought UFOs had visited Earth.[22]

Polls also indicate that the public believes even more strongly that the government is suppressing evidence about
UFOs. For example, in both the cited Gallup and Roper polls, the figure was about 80%.

Analyzing ETH
In a 1969 lecture U.S. astrophysicist Carl Sagan said:

"The idea of benign or hostile space aliens from other planets visiting the earth [is clearly] an emotional idea.
There are two sorts of self-deception here: either accepting the idea of extraterrestrial visitation by space aliens
in the face of very meager evidence because we want it to be true; or rejecting such an idea out of hand, in the
absence of sufficient evidence, because we don't want it to be true. Each of these extremes is a serious
impediment to the study of UFOs.".[23]

Similarly, British astrophysicist Peter A. Sturrock wrote that for many years,
"discussions of the UFO issue have remained narrowly polarized between advocates and adversaries of a
single theory, namely the extraterrestrial hypothesis ... this fixation on the ETH has narrowed and
impoverished the debate, precluding an examination of other possible theories for the phenomenon."[24]

Opinions among scientists
The scientific community has shown very little support for the ETH, and has largely accepted the explanation that
reports of UFOs are the result of people misinterpreting common objects or phenomena, or are the work of hoaxers.
A cited example of this was an informal poll conducted in 1977 by astrophysicist Peter A. Sturrock, surveying the
members of the American Astronomical Society. Sturrock asked polled scientists to assign probabilities to eight
possible explanations for UFOs. The results were:[] Wikipedia:Verifiability

23% An unfamiliar natural phenomenon

22% A familiar phenomenon or device

21% An unfamiliar terrestrial device

12% Hoax

9% An unknown natural phenomenon

7% Some specifiable other cause

3% An alien device

3% Some unspecified other cause

An earlier poll done by Sturrock in 1973 of American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics members found that
a somewhat higher 10% believed UFOs were vehicles from outer space.[]
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For
Physicist Bernard Haisch on his "ufoskeptic" website[25] presents a number of counterargumentsWikipedia:Avoid
weasel words to those of Hynek (presented below). Haisch argues he is convinced something is going on and that
modern theories of physics and cosmology might support extraterrestrial or even interdimensional origins for UFOs.
In a 1969 report to the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the late American physicist James E.
McDonald summarized his reasons for not dismissing ETH:

"Present evidence surely does not amount to incontrovertible proof of the extraterrestrial hypothesis. What I
find scientifically dismaying is that, while a large body of UFO evidence now seems to point in no other
direction than the extraterrestrial hypothesis, the profoundly important implications of that possibility are
going unconsidered by the scientific community because this entire problem has been imputed to be little more
than a nonsense matter unworthy of serious scientific attention."[26]

Dr. Steven M. Greer MD, founder of CSETI (Center for the Study of Extraterrestrial Intelligence) has gathered over
36 hours of witness testimony from high-ranking government, and military officials. John Callahan, Chief of
Division for the FAA (Federal Aviation Administration) recalls an incident in which a Japanese Boeing 747 had
captured an object travelling tens of thousands of miles on radar.
Greer states that the reason for the cover-up of the UFO phenomena by the military industrial complex is because
"any rational person, would ask the question, how did they get here?" and that if these reverse-engineered
technologies ever became disclosed, there would be free, abundant energy for all, "however that is somebodies $200
trillion piggy bank" in reference to the current estimates of oil reserves left on the planet.[citation needed]

Dr. Edgar Mitchell, former Apollo astronaut, sixth man on the moon, and founder of the Institute of Noetic Sciences
(featured in Dan Brown's novel "The Lost Symbol") claims "there have been crashed craft and bodies recovered".
Born in Roswell himself, he investigated the 1947 Roswell Incident and concluded the initial report by local
newspapers was correct in its speculations.

Against
The primary scientific arguments against ETH were summarized by Astronomer and UFO researcher J. Allen Hynek
during a presentation at the 1983 MUFON Symposium. During which time he outlined seven key reasons why he
could not accept the ETH.[27]

1.1. "Failure of Sophisticated Surveillance Systems to Detect Incoming or Outgoing UFOs"
2.2. "Gravitational and Atmospheric Considerations"
3.3. "Statistical Considerations"
4.4. "Elusive, Evasive and Absurd Behavior of UFOs and Their Occupants"
5. "Isolation of the UFO Phenomenon in Time and Space: The Cheshire Cat Effect"
6.6. "The Space Unworthiness of UFOs"
7.7. "The Problem of Astronomical Distances"
Hynek argued that:
1. Despite worldwide radar systems and Earth-orbiting satellites, UFOs are alleged to flit in and out of the

atmosphere, leaving little to no evidence.
2. Space aliens are alleged to be overwhelmingly humanoid, and are allegedly able to exist on Earth without much

difficulty (often lacking "space suits", even though extra-solar planets would likely have different atmospheres,
biospheres, gravity and other factors, and extraterrestrial life would likely be very different from Earthly life.)

3.3. The number of reported UFOs and of purported encounters with UFO-inhabitants outstrips the number of
expeditions that an alien civilization (or civilizations) could statistically be expected to mount.

4.4. The behavior of extraterrestrials reported during alleged abductions is often inconsistent and irrational.
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5. UFOs are isolated in time and space: like the Cheshire Cat, they seem to appear and disappear at will, leaving
only vague, ambiguous and mocking evidence of their presence

6.6. Reported UFOs are often far too small to support a crew traveling through space, and their reported flight
behavior is often not representative of a craft under intelligent control (erratic flight patterns, sudden course
changes).

7. The distance between planets makes interstellar travel impractical, particularly because of the amount of energy
that would be required for interstellar travel using conventional means, (According to a NASA estimate, it would
take 7×1019 joules of energy to send the current space shuttle on a one-way, 50 year, journey to the nearest star,
an enormous amount of energy[28]) and because of the level of technology that would be required to circumvent
conventional energy/fuel/speed limitations using exotic means such as Einstein Rosen Bridges as ways to shorten
distances from point A to point B.(see Faster than light travel).[29]

According to Hynek, points 1 through 6 could be argued, but point 7 represented an insurmountable barrier to the
validity of the ETH.
More recently, Professor Stephen Hawking argued that because most UFOs turn out to have prosaic explanations, it
was reasonable to presume that the "unidentified" UFOs also had prosaic origins.[30]

NASA
NASA frequently fields questions in regard to the ETH and UFOs. As of 2006, its official standpoint was that ETH
has a lack of empirical evidence.

"no one has ever found a single artifact, or any other convincing evidence for such alien visits". David
Morrison.[31]

"As far as I know, no claims of UFOs as being alien craft have any validity -- the claims are without substance,
and certainly not proved". David Morrison[32]

Despite public interest, NASA considers the study of ETH to be irrelevant to its work because of the number of false
leads that a study would provide, and the limited amount of usable scientific data that it would yield.

"That whole subject is really irrelevant to our own human quest to travel to space ... if someone in the previous
century saw a film of a 747 flying past, it would not tell them how to build a jet engine, what fuel to use, or
what materials to make it out of. Yes, the wings are a clue, but just that, a clue." NASA.[33]

Conspiracy
A frequent concept in ufology and popular culture is that the true extent of information about UFOs is being
suppressed by some form of conspiracy of silence, or by an official cover up that is acting to conceal information.
In 1968, American engineer James Harder argued that significant evidence existed to prove UFOs "beyond
reasonable doubt," but that the evidence had been suppressed and largely neglected by scientists and the general
public, thus preventing sound conclusions from being reached on the ETH.

"Over the past 20 years a vast amount of evidence has been accumulating that bears on the existence of UFO's.
Most of this is little known to the general public or to most scientists. But on the basis of the data and ordinary
rules of evidence, as would be applied in civil or criminal courts, the physical reality of UFO's has been proved
beyond a reasonable doubt" J A Harder

A survey carried out by Industrial Research magazine in 1971 showed that more Americans believed the government
was concealing information about UFOs (76 percent) than believed in the existence of UFOs (54 percent), or in ETH
itself (32 percent).
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Documents and investigations regarding ETH

November 1948 USAF Top Secret
document citing extraterrestrial

opinion.

Other private or governmental studies, some secret, have concluded in favor of
the ETH, or have had members who disagreed with official conclusions against
the conclusion by committees and agencies to which they belonged. The
following are examples of sources that have focused specifically on the topic:
• In 1967, Greek physicist Paul Santorini, a Manhattan Project scientist,

publicly stated that a 1947 Greek government investigation into the European
Ghost rockets of 1946 under his lead quickly concluded that they were not
missiles. Santorini claimed the investigation was then quashed by military
officials from the U.S., who knew them to be extraterrestrial, because there
was no defense against the advanced technology and they feared widespread
panic should the results become public.[34]

• A 1948 Top Secret USAF Europe document (at right) states that Swedish air
intelligence informed them that at least some of their investigators into the
ghost rockets and flying saucers concluded they had extraterrestrial origins:
"...Flying saucers have been reported by so many sources and from such a
variety of places that we are convinced that they cannot be disregarded and must be explained on some basis
which is perhaps slightly beyond the scope of our present intelligence thinking. When officers of this Directorate
recently visited the Swedish Air Intelligence Service... their answer was that some reliable and fully technically
qualified people have reached the conclusion that 'these phenomena are obviously the result of a high technical
skill which cannot be credited to any presently known culture on earth.' They are therefore assuming that these
objects originate from some previously unknown or unidentified technology, possibly outside the earth."[35]

• In 1948, the USAF's Project Sign wrote a Top Secret Estimate of the Situation, concluding that the ETH was the
most likely explanation for the most perplexing unexplained cases. The study was ordered destroyed by USAF
chief of staff General Hoyt Vandenberg, citing lack of proof. Knowledge of the existence of the Estimate has
come from insiders who said they read a surviving copy, including later USAF Project Blue Book head Edward J.
Ruppelt and astronomer and USAF consultant Dr. J. Allen Hynek.

• West Germany, in conjunction with other European countries, conducted a secret study from 1951 to 1954, also
concluding that UFOs were extraterrestrial. This study was revealed by German rocketry pioneer Hermann
Oberth, who headed the study and who also made many public statements supporting the ETH in succeeding
years. At the study's conclusion in 1954, Oberth declared, "These objects (UFOs) are conceived and directed by
intelligent beings of a very high order. They do not originate in our solar system, perhaps not in our galaxy." Soon
afterwards, in an article in The American Weekly, October 24, 1954, Oberth wrote "It is my thesis that flying
saucers are real and that they are space ships from another solar system. I think that they possibly are manned by
intelligent observers who are members of a race that may have been investigating our earth for centuries..."[36]

• During the height of the flying saucer "flap" of July 1952, including highly publicized radar/visual and jet
intercepts over Washington, D.C., the FBI was informed by the Air Force Directorate of Intelligence that they
thought the "flying saucers" were either "optical illusions or atmospheric phenomena" but then added that, "some
Military officials are seriously considering the possibility of interplanetary ships."[37]

• The CIA started their own internal scientific review the following day. Some CIA scientists were also seriously 
considering the ETH. An early memo from August was very skeptical, but also added, "...as long as a series of 
reports remains 'unexplainable' (interplanetary aspects and alien origin not being thoroughly excluded from 
consideration) caution requires that intelligence continue coverage of the subject." A report from later that month 
was similarly skeptical but nevertheless concluded "...sightings of UFOs reported at Los Alamos and Oak Ridge, 
at a time when the background radiation count had risen inexplicably. Here we run out of even 'blue yonder' 
explanations that might be tenable, and we still are left with numbers of incredible reports from credible
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observers." A December 1952 memo from the Assistant CIA Director of Scientific Intelligence (O/SI) was much
more urgent: "...the reports of incidents convince us that there is something going on that must have immediate
attention. Sightings of unexplained objects at great altitudes and traveling at high speeds in the vicinity of U.S.
defense installation are of such nature that they are not attributable to natural phenomena or known types of aerial
vehicles." Some of the memos also made it clear that CIA interest in the subject was not to be made public, partly
in fear of possible public panic. (Good, 331–335)

• The CIA organized the January 1953 Robertson Panel of scientists to debunk the data collected by the Air Force's
Project Blue Book. This included an engineering analysis of UFO maneuvers by Blue Book (including a motion
picture film analysis by Naval scientists) that had concluded UFOs were under intelligent control and likely
extraterrestrial.[38]

• Extraterrestrial "believers" within Project Blue Book included Major Dewey Fournet, in charge of the engineering
analysis of UFO motion, who later became a board member on the civilian UFO organization NICAP. Blue Book
director Edward J. Ruppelt privately commented on other firm "pro-UFO" members in the USAF investigations,
including some Pentagon generals, such as Charles P. Cabell, USAF Chief of Air Intelligence who, angry at the
inaction and debunkery of Project Grudge, dissolved it in 1951, established Project Blue Book in its place, and
made Ruppelt director.[39] In 1953, Cabell became deputy director of the CIA. Another defector from the official
Air Force party line was consultant Dr. J. Allen Hynek, who started out as a staunch skeptic. After 20 years of
investigation, he changed positions and generally supported the ETH. He became the most publicly known UFO
advocate scientist in the 1970s and 1980s.

• The first CIA Director, Vice Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter, stated in a signed statement to Congress, also
reported in the New York Times, February 28, 1960, "It is time for the truth to be brought out... Behind the scenes
high-ranking Air Force officers are soberly concerned about the UFOs. However, through official secrecy and
ridicule, many citizens are led to believe the unknown flying objects are nonsense... I urge immediate
Congressional action to reduce the dangers from secrecy about unidentified flying objects." In 1962, in his letter
of resignation from NICAP, he told director Donald Keyhoe, "I know the UFOs are not U.S. or Soviet devices.
All we can do now is wait for some actions by the UFOs."[40]

• Although the 1968 Condon Report came to a negative conclusion (written by Condon), it is known that many
members of the study strongly disagreed with Condon's methods and biases. Most quit the project in disgust or
were fired for insubordination. A few became ETH supporters. Perhaps the best known example is Dr. David
Saunders, who in his 1968 book UFOs? Yes lambasted Condon for extreme bias and ignoring or misrepresenting
critical evidence. Saunders wrote, "It is clear... that the sightings have been going on for too long to explain in
terms of straightforward terrestrial intelligence. It's in this sense that ETI (Extra Terrestrial Intelligence) stands as
the 'least implausible' explanation of 'real UFOs'."[41]

• In 1999, the private French COMETA report (written primarily by military defense analysts) stated the conclusion
regarding UFO phenomena, that a "single hypothesis sufficiently takes into account the facts and, for the most
part, only calls for present-day science. It is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitors."[42] The report noted issues
with formulating the extraterrestrial hypothesis, likening its study to the study of meteorites, but concluded that
although it was far from the best scientific hypothesis, "strong presumptions exist in its favour". The report also
concludes that the studies it presents "demonstrate the almost certain physical reality of completely unknown
flying objects with remarkable flight performances and noiselessness, apparently operated by intelligent [beings]
… Secret craft definitely of early origins (drones, stealth aircraft, etc.) can only explain a minority of cases. If we
go back far enough in time, we clearly perceive the limits of this explanation."

• Jean-Jacques Velasco, the head of the official French UFO investigation SEPRA, wrote a book in 2005 saying 
that 14% of the 5800 cases studied by SEPRA were utterly inexplicable and extraterrestrial in origin.[43] Yves 
Sillard, the head of the new official French UFO investigation GEIPAN and former head of the French space 
agency CNES, echoes Velasco's comments and adds the U.S. is guilty of covering up this information.[44] 

However this is not the official public posture of SEPRA, CNES, or the French government. (CNES recently
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placed their 5800 case files on the Internet starting March 2007.)

Official White House position
In November 2011, the White House released an official response to two petitions asking the U.S. government to
acknowledge formally that aliens have visited Earth and to disclose any intentional withholding of government
interactions with extraterrestrial beings. According to the response, "The U.S. government has no evidence that any
life exists outside our planet, or that an extraterrestrial presence has contacted or engaged any member of the human
race." Also, according to the response, there is "no credible information to suggest that any evidence is being hidden
from the public's eye." The response further noted that efforts, like SETI, the Kepler space telescope and the NASA
Mars rover, continue looking for signs of life. The response noted "odds are pretty high" that there may be life on
other planets but "the odds of us making contact with any of them—especially any intelligent ones—are extremely
small, given the distances involved."
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John A. Keel
Born March 25, 1930

Hornell, New York

Died July 3, 2009 (aged 79)
New York, New York, USA

Occupation journalist
parapsychologist,
ufologist

Website

http:/ / johnkeel. com

John Alva Keel, born Alva John Kiehle (March 25, 1930 – July 3, 2009) was an American journalist and
influential UFOlogist who is best known as author of The Mothman Prophecies.

Life and career
Keel was born in Hornell, New York, the son of a small-time bandleader. His parents separated and he was raised by
his grandparents. He was interested in magic (illusion) and had his first story published in a magicians' magazine at
age 12. He left school at the age of 16 after taking all the science courses. He later worked as a freelance contributor
to newspapers, scriptwriter for local radio and television outlets, and author of pulp articles such as "Are You A
Repressed Sex Fiend?". He served in the US Army during the Korean War on the staff of the American Forces
Network at Frankfurt, Germany. He claimed that while in the Army he was trained in psychological warfare as a
propaganda writer.[1] After leaving the military he worked as a foreign radio correspondent in Paris, Berlin, Rome
and Egypt. In 1957, he published Jadoo, a book describing his time in Egypt and India investigating the Indian rope
trick and the legendary yeti. In 1966 he produced the "spy and superhero" spoof novel The Fickle Finger of Fate.
Influenced by writers such as Charles Fort, he began contributing articles to Flying Saucer Review and took up
investigating UFOs and assorted Forteana as a full-time pursuit. Keel analyzed what he called "windows" and
"waves" (or flaps, as they are often called) of reported UFO events, concluding that a disproportionate number
occurred on Wednesdays and Saturdays. A member of the Screenwriters Guild, Keel reportedly wrote scripts for Get
Smart, The Monkees, Mack & Myer for Hire, and Lost In Space.
In 1967, Keel popularized the term "Men In Black" in an article for the men's adventure magazine Saga, entitled
"UFO Agents of Terror". According to Keel, he initially sought to explain UFOs as extraterrestrial visitations, but
later abandoned this hypothesis. His third book, UFOs: Operation Trojan Horse, published in 1970, linked UFOs to
supernatural concepts such as monsters, ghosts and demons. Keel used the term "ultraterrestrials" to describe UFO
occupants he believed to be non-human entities capable of taking on whatever form they want.
His 1975 book, The Mothman Prophecies was Keel's account of his investigation into alleged sightings in West
Virginia of a huge, winged creature called the "Mothman." The book combines Keel's account of receiving strange
phone calls with reports of mutilated pets and culminates with the December 15, 1967, collapse of the Silver Bridge
across the Ohio River. The book was widely popularized as the basis of a 2002 film of the same name starring
Richard Gere.
Prolific and imaginative, Keel was considered a significant influence within the UFO and Fortean genre.
Keel lived for many years in the Upper West Side of New York City. He was a bachelor.
He died on July 3, 2009 in New York City, at the age of 79.
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Charles Fort
Born Charles Hoy Fort

August 6, 1874
Albany, New York, United States

Died May 3, 1932 (aged 57)
The Bronx, New York, United States

Occupation Researcher

Charles Hoy Fort (August 6, 1874 – May 3, 1932) was an American writer and researcher into anomalous
phenomena. Today, the terms Fortean and Forteana are used to characterize various such phenomena. Fort's books
sold well and are still in print today.

Biography
Charles Hoy Fort was born in 1874 in Albany, New York, of Dutch ancestry. He had two younger brothers, Clarence
and Raymond. His grocer father was something of an authoritarian: Many Parts, Fort's unpublished autobiography,
relates several instances of harsh treatment – including physical abuse – by his father. Some observers (such as
Fort's biographer Damon Knight) have suggested that Fort's distrust of authority has its roots in his father's treatment.
In any case, Fort developed a strong sense of independence in his youth.
As a young man, Fort was a budding naturalist, collecting sea shells, minerals, and birds. Described as curious and
intelligent, the young Fort did not excel at school, though he was considered quite a wit and full of knowledge about
the world – yet this was a world he only knew through books.[citation needed]

So, at the age of 18, Fort left New York on a world tour to "put some capital in the bank of experience". He travelled 
through the western United States, Scotland, and England, until falling ill in Southern Africa. Returning home, he 
was nursed by Anna Filing, a girl he had known from his childhood. They were later married on October 26, 1896. 
Anna was four years older than Fort and was non-literary, a lover of films and of parakeets. She later moved with her 
husband to London for two years where they would go to the cinema when Fort wasn't busy with his research. His
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success as a short story writer was intermittent between periods of terrible poverty and depression.[citation needed]

In 1916, an inheritance from an uncle gave Fort enough money to quit his various day jobs and to write full-time. In
1917, Fort's brother Clarence died; his portion of the same inheritance was divided between Fort and
Raymond.[citation needed]

Fort wrote ten novels, although only one, The Outcast Manufacturers (1909), was published. Reviews were mostly
positive, but the tenement tale was commercially unsuccessful. In 1915, Fort began to write two books, titled X and
Y, the first dealing with the idea that beings on Mars were controlling events on Earth, and the second with the
postulation of a sinister civilization extant at the South Pole. These books caught the attention of writer Theodore
Dreiser, who attempted to get them published, but to no avail. Disheartened by this failure, Fort burnt the
manuscripts, but was soon renewed to begin work on the book that would change the course of his life, The Book of
the Damned (1919) which Dreiser helped to get into print. The title referred to "damned" data that Fort collected,
phenomena for which science could not account and was thus rejected or ignored.[citation needed]

Fort's experience as a journalist, coupled with high wit egged on by a contrarian nature, prepared him for his real-life
work, needling the pretensions of scientific positivism and the tendency of journalists and editors of newspapers and
scientific journals to rationalize the scientifically incorrect.[citation needed]

Fort and Anna lived in London from 1924 to 1926, having moved there so Fort could peruse the files of the British
Museum. Although born in Albany, Fort lived most of his life in the Bronx, one of New York City's five boroughs.
He was, like his wife, fond of films, and would often take her from their Ryer Avenue apartment to the nearby movie
theater, and would always stop at the adjacent newsstand for an armful of various newspapers. Fort frequented the
parks near the Bronx where he would sift through piles of his clippings. He would often ride the subway down to the
main New York Public Library on Fifth Avenue where he would spend many hours reading scientific journals along
with newspapers and periodicals from around the world. Fort also had a small circle of literary friends and they
would gather on occasion at various apartments, including his own, to drink and talk which was tolerated by Anna.
Theodore Dreiser would lure him out to meetings with phony telegrams and notes and the resultant evening would
be full of good food, conversation and hilarity. [citation needed]

Suffering from poor health and failing eyesight, Fort was pleasantly surprised to find himself the subject of a cult
following.[citation needed] There was talk of the formation of a formal organization to study the type of odd events
related in his books. Clark writes, "Fort himself, who did nothing to encourage any of this, found the idea hilarious.
Yet he faithfully corresponded with his readers, some of whom had taken to investigating reports of anomalous
phenomena and sending their findings to Fort" (Clark 1998, 235).
Fort distrusted doctors and did not seek medical help for his worsening health. Rather, he focused his energies
towards completing Wild Talents. After he collapsed on May 3, 1932, Fort was rushed to Royal Hospital in The
Bronx. Later that same day, Fort's publisher visited him to show the advance copies of Wild Talents. Fort died only
hours afterward, probably of leukemia.[1]

He was interred in the Fort family plot in Albany, New York. His more than 60,000 notes were donated to the New
York Public Library.[citation needed]
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Fort and the unexplained

Overview
Fort's relationship with the study of anomalous phenomena is frequently misunderstood and misrepresented. For over
thirty years, Charles Fort sat in the libraries of New York City and London, assiduously reading scientific journals,
newspapers, and magazines, collecting notes on phenomena that lay outside the accepted theories and beliefs of the
time.
Fort took thousands of notes in his lifetime. In his short story "The Giant, the Insect and The Philanthropic-looking
Old Gentleman", published many years later for the first time by the International Fortean Organization in issue #70
of the "INFO Journal: Science and the Unknown", Fort spoke of sitting on a park bench at The Cloisters in New
York City and tossing some 48,000 notes, not all of his collection by any means, into the wind. This short story is
significant because Fort uses his own data collection technique to solve a mystery. He marveled that seemingly
unrelated bits of information were, in fact, related. Fort wryly concludes that he went back to collecting data and
taking even more notes. The notes were kept on cards and scraps of paper in shoeboxes, in a cramped shorthand of
Fort's own invention, and some of them survive today in the collections of the University of Pennsylvania. More than
once, depressed and discouraged, Fort destroyed his work, but always began anew. Some of the notes were
published, little by little, by the Fortean Society magazine "Doubt" and, upon the death of its editor Tiffany Thayer
in 1959, most were donated to the New York Public Library where they are still available to researchers of the
unknown.
From this research, Fort wrote four books. These are The Book of the Damned (1919), New Lands (1923), Lo! (1931)
and Wild Talents (1932); one book was written between New Lands and Lo! but it was abandoned and absorbed into
Lo!.

Fort's writing style
Fort suggests that there is a Super-Sargasso Sea into which all lost things go, and justifies his theories by noting that
they fit the data as well as the conventional explanations. As to whether Fort believes this theory, or any of his other
proposals, he gives us the answer: "I believe nothing of my own that I have ever written." Writer Colin Wilson
suspects that Fort took few if any of his "explanations" seriously, and notes that Fort made "no attempt to present a
coherent argument". (Wilson, 200) Moreover, Wilson opines that Fort's writing style is "atrocious" (Wilson, 199)
and "almost unreadable" (Wilson, 200). Wilson also compares Fort to Robert Ripley, a contemporary writer who
found major success hunting oddities, and speculates that Fort's idiosyncratic prose might have kept him from greater
popular success.[citation needed]

Jerome Clark writes that Fort was "essentially a satirist hugely skeptical of human beings' – especially scientists' –
claims to ultimate knowledge".[2] Clark describes Fort's writing style as a "distinctive blend of mocking humor,
penetrating insight, and calculated outrageousness".[3]

Wilson describes Fort as "a patron of cranks"[4] and also argues that running through Fort's work is "the feeling that
no matter how honest scientists think they are, they are still influenced by various unconscious assumptions that
prevent them from attaining true objectivity. Expressed in a sentence, Fort's principle goes something like this:
People with a psychological need to believe in marvels are no more prejudiced and gullible than people with a
psychological need not to believe in marvels."[5]

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Magazine
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Phenomena
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=International_Fortean_Organization
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Cloisters
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Shorthand
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=University_of_Pennsylvania
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Fortean_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Tiffany_Thayer
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=The_Book_of_the_Damned
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Lands
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Lo%21
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Wild_Talents
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Super-Sargasso_Sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Colin_Wilson
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Robert_Ripley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citation_needed
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Jerome_Clark
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Satire
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Skeptical


Charles Fort 35

Fortean phenomena
Despite his objections to Fort's writing style, Wilson allows that "the facts are certainly astonishing enough"
(Wilson, 200). Examples of the odd phenomena in Fort's books include many of what are variously referred to as
occult, supernatural, and paranormal. Reported events include teleportation (a term Fort is generally credited with
coining);[6][7] poltergeist events; falls of frogs, fishes, inorganic materials of an amazing range; unaccountable noises
and explosions; spontaneous fires; levitation; ball lightning (a term explicitly used by Fort); unidentified flying
objects; unexplained disappearances; giant wheels of light in the oceans; and animals found outside their normal
ranges (see phantom cat). He offered many reports of out-of-place artifacts (OOPArts), strange items found in
unlikely locations. He also is perhaps the first person to explain strange human appearances and disappearances by
the hypothesis of alien abduction and was an early proponent of the extraterrestrial hypothesis, specifically
suggesting that strange lights or object sighted in the skies might be alien spacecraft. Fort also wrote about the
interconnectedness of nature and synchronicity.[citation needed]

Many of these phenomena are now collectively and conveniently referred to as Fortean phenomena (or Forteana),
whilst others have developed into their own schools of thought: for example, reports of UFOs in ufology and
unconfirmed animals (cryptids) in cryptozoology. These 'new disciplines' are not recognized by most scientists or
academics.

The Forteans
Fort's work has inspired very many to consider themselves as Forteans. The first of these was the screenwriter Ben
Hecht, who in a review of The Book of the Damned declared "I am the first disciple of Charles Fort… henceforth, I
am a Fortean". Among Fort's other notable fans were John Cowper Powys, Sherwood Anderson, Clarence Darrow,
and Booth Tarkington, who wrote the foreword to New Lands.
Precisely what is encompassed by "Fortean" is a matter of great debate; the term is widely applied from every
position from Fortean purists dedicated to Fort's methods and interests, to those with open and active acceptance of
the actuality of paranormal phenomena, a position with which Fort may not have agreed. Most generally, Forteans
have a wide interest in unexplained phenomena in wide-ranging fields, mostly concerned with the natural world, and
have a developed "agnostic scepticism" regarding the anomalies they note and discuss. For Mr. Hecht as an example,
being a Fortean meant hallowing a pronounced distrust of authority in all its forms, whether religious, scientific,
political, philosophical or otherwise. It did not, of course, include an actual belief in the anomalous data enumerated
in Fort's works.
In Chapter 1 of Book of the Damned, Fort states that the ideal is to be neither a "True Believer" nor a total "Skeptic"
but "that the truth lies somewhere in between".
The Fortean Society was founded at the Savoy-Plaza Hotel in New York City on 26 January 1931 by his friends,
many of whom were significant writers such as Theodore Dreiser, Ben Hecht, Alexander Woollcott, and led by
fellow American writer Tiffany Thayer, half in earnest and half in the spirit of great good humor, like the works of
Fort himself. The board of Founders included Dreiser, Hecht, Booth Tarkington, Aaron Sussman, John Cowper
Powys, the former editor of Puck Harry Leon Wilson, Woolcott and J. David Stern, publisher of the Philadelphia
Record. Active members of the Fortean Society included journalist H.L. Mencken and prominent science fiction
writers such as Eric Frank Russell and Damon Knight. Fort, however, rejected the Society and refused the
presidency, which went to his close friend writer Theodore Dreiser; he was lured to its inaugural meeting by false
telegrams. As a strict non-authoritarian, Fort refused to establish himself as an authority, and further objected on the
grounds that those who would be attracted by such a grouping would be spiritualists, zealots, and those opposed to a
science that rejected them; it would attract those who believed in their chosen phenomena: an attitude exactly
contrary to Forteanism. Fort did hold unofficial meetings and had a long history of getting together informally with
many of NYC's literati such as Theodore Dreiser and Ben Hecht at their various apartments where they would talk,
have a meal and then listen to short reports.[citation needed]
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The magazine Fortean Times (first published in November 1973), is a proponent of Fortean journalism, combining
humour, scepticism, and serious research into subjects which scientists and other respectable authorities often
disdain. Another such group is the International Fortean Organization (INFO). INFO was formed in the early 1960s
(incorporated in 1965) by brothers, the writers Ron and Paul Willis, who acquired much of the material of the
original Fortean Society which had begun in 1932 in the spirit of Charles Fort but which had grown silent by 1959
with the death of Tiffany Thayer. INFO publishes the "INFO Journal: Science and the Unknown" and organizes the
FortFest, the world's first, and continuously running, conference on anomalous phenomena dedicated to the spirit of
Charles Fort. INFO, since the mid-1960s, also provides audio CDs and filmed DVDs of notable conference speakers
(Colin Wilson, John Michell, Graham Hancock, John Anthony West, William Corliss, John Keel, Joscelyn Godwin
among many others). Other Fortean societies are also active, notably the Edinburgh Fortean Society in Edinburgh
and the Isle of Wight.
More than a few modern authors of fiction and non-fiction who have written about the influence of Fort are sincere
followers of Fort. One of the most notable is British philosopher John Michell who wrote the Introduction to Lo!,
published by John Brown in 1996. Michell says "Fort, of course, made no attempt at defining a world-view, but the
evidence he uncovered gave him an 'acceptance' of reality as something far more magical and subtly organized than
is considered proper today." Stephen King also uses the works of Fort to illuminate his main characters, notably "It"
and "Firestarter". In "Firestarter", the parents of a pyrokinetically gifted child are advised to read Fort's Wild Talents
rather than the works of baby doctor Benjamin Spock. Loren Coleman is a well-known cryptozoologist, author of
"The Unidentified" (1975) dedicated to Fort, and "Mysterious America", which Fortean Times called a Fortean
classic. Indeed, Coleman calls himself the first Vietnam era C.O. to base his pacificist ideas on Fortean thoughts.
Jerome Clark has described himself as a "sceptical Fortean".[8] Mike Dash is another capable Fortean, bringing his
historian's training to bear on all manner of odd reports, while being careful to avoid uncritically accepting any
orthodoxy, be it that of fringe devotees or mainstream science. Science-fiction writers of note including Philip K.
Dick, Robert Heinlein, and Robert Anton Wilson were also fans of the work of Fort.
Fort's work, of compilation and commentary on anomalous phenomena has been carried on by William R. Corliss,
whose self-published books and notes bring Fort's collections up to date.
Ivan T. Sanderson, Scottish naturalist and writer, was a devotee of Fort's work, and referenced it heavily in several of
his own books on unexplained phenomena, notably Things (1967), and More Things (1969).
Louis Pauwels and Jacques Bergier's The Morning of the Magicians was also heavily influenced by Fort's work and
mentions it often.
The noted UK paranormalist, Fortean and ordained priest Lionel Fanthorpe presented the Fortean TV series on
Channel 4.
P.T. Anderson's popular movie Magnolia (1999) has an underlying theme of unexplained events, taken from the
1920s and '30s works of Charles Fort. Fortean author Loren Coleman has written a chapter about this motion picture,
entitled "The Teleporting Animals and Magnolia", in one of his recent books. The film has many hidden Fortean
themes, notably "falling frogs". In one scene, one of Fort's books is visible on a table in a library and there is an end
credit thanking him by name.
In the 2011 film The Whisperer in Darkness, Fort is portrayed by Andrew Leman.
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Anomalistics

Charles Fort, anomalistics pioneer

Anomalistics

Terminology
Coined by Robert W. Wescott (1973)

Definition The use of scientific methods to evaluate anomalies with the aim of finding a rational explanation.[1]

Signature The study of phenomena that appear to be at odds with current scientific understanding.

See also Parapsychology
Charles Fort
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•• Electronic voice phenomenon
•• Exorcism
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•• Extrasensory perception
•• Fear of ghosts
•• Forteana
•• Ghost
•• Ghost hunting
•• Ghost story
•• Haunted house
•• Hypnosis
•• Intelligent haunting
•• Magic
•• Mediumship
•• Miracle
•• Near-death experience
•• Occult
•• Ouija
•• Paranormal
•• Paranormal fiction
•• Paranormal television
•• Poltergeist
•• Precognition
•• Psychic
•• Psychic reading
•• Psychokinesis
•• Psychometry
•• Reincarnation
•• Remote viewing
•• Residual haunting
•• Shadow people
•• Spirit photography
•• Spirit possession
•• Spirit world
•• Spiritualism
•• Stone Tape
•• Supernatural
•• Telepathy
•• UFO
•• UFO sightings
•• Ufology
•• Will-o'-the-wisp
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world

Articles on skepticism
•• Cold reading
•• Committee for Skeptical Inquiry
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•• Debunking
•• Hoax
•• James Randi Educational Foundation
•• Magical thinking
•• Prizes for evidence of the paranormal
•• Pseudoskepticism
•• Scientific skepticism
Related articles on science, psychology, and logic
•• Agnosticism
•• Anomalistics
•• Argument from ignorance
•• Argumentum ad populum
•• Bandwagon effect
•• Begging the question
•• Cognitive dissonance
•• Communal reinforcement
•• Fallacy
•• Falsifiability
•• Fringe science
•• Groupthink
•• Junk science
•• Protoscience
•• Pseudoscience
•• Scientific evidence
•• Scientific method
•• Superstition
•• Uncertainty
•• Urban legend
Related articles on Social change and Parapsychology
•• Countermovement
•• Death and culture
•• Parapsychology
•• Scientific literacy
•• Social movement
•• v
•• t
• e [1]

Anomalistics is the use of scientific methods to evaluate anomalies (phenomena that fall outside of current
understanding), with the aim of finding a rational explanation.[1] The term itself was coined in 1973 by Drew
University anthropologist Roger W. Wescott, who defined it as being "...serious and systematic study of all
phenomena that fail to fit the picture of reality provided for us by common sense or by the established sciences."
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Wescott credited journalist and researcher Charles Hoy Fort as being the creator of anomalistics as a field of
research, and he named biologist Ivan T. Sanderson and Sourcebook Project compiler William R. Corliss as being
instrumental in expanding anomalistics to introduce a more conventional perspective into the field.[2][3]

Henry Bauer, emeritus professor of Science Studies at Virginia Tech, writes that anomalistics is "a politically correct
term for the study of bizarre claims,"[4] while David J. Hess of the Department of Science and Technology Studies at
the Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute describes it as being "the scientific study of anomalies defined as claims of
phenomena not generally accepted by the bulk of the scientific community."
Anomalistics covers several sub-disciplines, including ufology and cryptozoology. Scientifically trained anomalists
include ufologist J. Allen Hynek, Carl Sagan, Christopher Chacon,[citation needed] cryptozoologist Bernard
Heuvelmans,[5] and CSICOP founder Paul Kurtz.[6]

Field
According to Marcello Truzzi, Professor of Sociology at Eastern Michigan University, anomalistics works on the
principles that "unexplained phenomena exist," but that most can be explained through the application of scientific
scrutiny. Further, that something remains plausible until it has been conclusively proven not only implausible but
actually impossible, something that science does not do. In 2000, he wrote that anomalistics has four basic functions:
1. to aid in the evaluation of a wide variety of anomaly claims proposed by protoscientists;
2. to understand better the process of scientific adjudication and to make that process both more just and rational;
3.3. to build a rational conceptual framework for both categorizing and accessing anomaly claims; and
4. to act in the role of amicus curiae ("friend of the court") to the scientific community in its process of

adjudication.[7]

Scope
In the view of Truzzi, anomalistics has two core tenets governing its scope:
1.1. Research must remain within the conventional boundaries; and
2.2. Research must deal exclusively with "empirical claims of the extraordinary", rather than claims of a

"metaphysical, theological or supernatural" nature.
Anomalistics, according to its adherents, is primarily concerned with physical events, with researchers avoiding
phenomena they considered to be purely paranormal in nature, such as apparitions and poltergeists, or which are
concerned with "Psi" (parapsychology, e.g., ESP, psychokinesis and telepathy).

Validation
According to Truzzi, before an explanation can be considered valid within anomalistics, it must fulfill four criteria. It
must be based on conventional knowledge and reasoning; it must be kept simple and be unburdened by speculation
or overcomplexity; the burden of proof must be placed on the claimant and not the researcher; and the more
extraordinary the claim, the higher the level of proof required.
Bauer states that nothing can be deemed as proof within anomalistics unless it can gain "acceptance by the
established disciplines."
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