
A.·. A.·.: This is a special abbreviation for the name of a magical order, the Astrum Argentum (sometimes the words are 
reversed or spelled differently) which means “Silver Star” in Latin. The three dots that form a triangle after each “A” not only 
mean that there is something further that is hidden (that is, there is a spiritual abbreviation), but also form a Masonic symbol 
indicating that the order possesses the mysterious “Lost Word” of Masonry.
Also See: The Astrum Argentum

A.·. A.·.: A popular term for all forms of ESP.
Also See: The Astrum Argentum

Abracadabra: A traditional word of power, used by Western magicians from classical times to the present. Written in the 
falling way, it was used in talismans to cure fevers and asthma: 

ABRACADABRA 
ABRACADABR 
ABRACADAB 
ABRACADA 
ABRACAD 
ABRACA 
ABRAC 
ABRA 
ABR 
AB 
A 

In recent times, Abracadabra has mostly been used by stage magicians. English mage Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) altered 
the spelling to make it fit his new magical religion of Thelema, and in this new form the word has been much used in the 
Thelemite community; see Abrahadabra.

Abrahadabra: A rewriting of the famous magical word Abracadabra by Aleister Crowley. This places the name “Had,” a short 
form of the Egyptian Hadith that, according to some sources, represents Horus of Behedet, an area in Egypt. Hadith is the 
second person of the Thelemic trinity. Crowley believed it was the Word of the Aeon. One aspect of this is that it has eleven 
letters, thus linking the symbol of humanity, the pentagram (five identical letters) with the number of God, the hexagram, (six 
diverse letters). It therefore represents the Great Work of personal spiritual development.

Abramelin: The name of an Egyptian magician cited in The Book of the Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage, a magical text 
translated by S. L. Mathers. The French manuscript was written in the eighteenth century, but it purports to be a translation 
from an original text in Hebrew, dating from 1458. The grimoire contains elaborate instructions in the form of a six-month 
program of purification and prayer, designed to lead the magician to higher states of consciousness in which "knowledge and 
conversation with the Holy Guardian Angel" is possible.

Abraxas: A popular magical deity in the ancient world, Abraxas (also called Abrasax) was depicted on classical amulet gems 
as a humanlike figure with a rooster’s head and serpents for feet, wielding a charioteer’s whip. The letters of his name in 
Greek add up to 365, the number of days in a year, which marked him as a solar deity and a lord of time. 

In modern times, Abraxas has achieved a new popularity by way of the writings of psychologist Carl Jung, who gave him a 
central place in his Gnostic work. The Seven Sermons to the Dead and elsewhere in his writings.
Also See: Abrasax

Absent Healing: A technique by which a healer is able to help a person although that person is not present. Often described 
as the “sending of healing energy” to that person.
Also See: absint healing, absent heeling, sending healing energy, healing energy, sending healing

Absent Sitter: A person not present at a séance, but for whom questions are asked at the séance.
Also See: absint sitter

Acupuncture: Part of Traditional Chinese Medicine (TCM), and dating back to at least 200-300 B.C.E., it involves inserting 
very fine needles into specific points of the body. The basic idea is that there are energy pathways in the body known as 
meridians, and that by stimulating certain points on the meridians with the needles, the body’s energy (qi, pronounced “chi”) 
can bring balance to the body. The points may also be stimulated with the fingertips, and modern practitioners also use 
electrical and even laser stimulation. There are also points that are not associated with the meridians. May be a version of 
the earlier ayurvedic techniques from the pre-Hindu culture of northwest India.

Adbertos: (Gaulish) - An offering or ritual in which something is given to the Deuoi.
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Adept: A person who is very skilled or proficient in a particular ability as in “When it comes to magick, he is an adept.” A 
description of such a person as in “He is adept at astrology.” In certain magickal orders, an adept is a person who has 
achieved a certain level of advancement in that group, sometimes using the original Latin form of the term, adeptus. In the 
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, there are two different grades, the Adeptus Minor and the Adeptus Major. Each has 
subgrades such as the Neophyte Adeptus Minor.

Adeptus Minor: “Lesser Adept,” the title of the lowest level of the second Order of the Golden Dawn. The Hermetic Order of 
the Golden Dawn was actually composed of three groups. The Outer Order, the Golden Dawn per se, was where students 
learned about magick and some of its very basic techniques. After going through all the degrees of this Outer Order, a 
student might be invited into the second or Inner Order, known as the Roseae Rubeae et Aureae Crucis (R.R. et A.C.). Here 
the student first starts practicing magick based on what they had learned. The first degree of this Order was known as 
Adeptus Minor. A person who has achieved any of the levels of Adeptus Minor (there were several sub-degrees) could do all 
of the magick of the system. The third Order was composed of non-physical beings.

Aeromancy: Divination through observation of phenomena in the sky. Examples include the interpretation of the appearance 
of comets (death of a famous person), images of clouds (interpreted similar to interpreting tea leaves), etc.

Aesir: Name of one of the principle families or clans of gods described in the Northern mythos. The word Aesir has been 
translated as "pillar." Aesir is the plural form. The singular form is Ass.

Aett: Group of eight runes in a set order. Aett is the singular form and aettir is the plural form.

Africa: Definition: The second-largest continent, it has a wide variety of lands, flora and fauna, and people. The population 
lives in everything from vast, modern cities to very primitive conditions. Composed of 53 independent countries, many 
scientists believe the human race began here. 

At its northeastern point is Egypt. Its capitol, Cairo, is the content’s most populous city with a population of over 9.2 million. 
Egyptian culture goes back thousands of years and heavily influenced Judaism (founded circa 2000 BCE) and, to a lesser 
extent, Christianity. Its amazing, advanced civilization so long ago fascinated occultists, especially those of the late 19th 
century such as members of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, AMORC, and Aleister Crowley, and they adopted what 
they believed where Egyptian concepts and rituals. 

Africans came to the American colonies, probably as indentured servants (agreeing to work for a certain period in exchange 
for passage, room, and board), but by the early 18th century, this evolved into true slavery and existed until the end of the 
U.S. Civil War in1865. During this period, millions were transported by force from West Africa. Initially, they were forbidden 
religion, but they secretly kept their own religions that were marked by a Supreme Being and creator, lesser spiritual entities, 
and the ability to appeal to them for help. Later, they were indoctrinated into Christianity, but many blended their own faiths 
with the Christian, equating spiritual powers with Christian saints. 

This blended system is the source of such faiths as Voudou (spelled in a variety of ways), Santeria, Hoodoo, Palo Mayombe, 
Umbanda, Candomble, and others. Because the Slaves often stopped off or ended in Haiti, Cuba, etc., these magic-religious 
faiths are also known as Afro-Caribbean religions.
Also See: African

African: Definition: 1. Person who comes from Africa; Object or concepts that come from Africa.
Also See: Africa

Afterlife: Term used by some believers in reincarnation to describe the period of the soul’s or spirit’s existence after the 
physical death of the body but before reincarnation into a new physical body. There are many theories as to what happens 
during this period ranging from quiet, rest, and recovery to training in preparation for the next physical incarnation. In some 
instances the spirit may try to manifest on the physical plane, resulting in their appearance as ghosts.

Agent: A person who unintentionally causes unusual physical phenomenon described as poltergeist activity. The person may 
be shocked to know he or she is the source of the phenomena. Most often the agent is a girl going through puberty, although 
it may be a boy.

AGLA: Famous as part of the Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram, AGLA is actually an acronym for Ah-tah Gee-boor 
Lih-oh-lam Ah-doh-nye or “Thou art great forever, my Lord.”

Aikido: Aikido is a martial art that relies on harmonious movements and minimal muscular effort to resolve conflicts.

Ailm: The 16th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter A and meaning "fir."

Fir trees signify a higher, more powerful perspective. Consequently, Ailm gives insight and the potential for great wisdom. It is 
an indication that you are progressing amd will shortly be able to see ahead much more clearly than before.
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Aiwass: The entity who communicated the Book of the Law to Aleister Crowley.

Aiwass: The name of Aleister Crowley’s Holy Guardian Angel. Crowley spent many years trying to determine if Aiwass was 
merely his higher self or was, in fact, a non-physical being.

Akasha: (Pronounced "ah-kash") Sanskrit word that has been adopted in the West as the name for the fifth magical element. 
It means aether or spirit.

Akashic Record: Stored-up cosmic memory. A level of time-consciousness within the astral plane that contains all the past 
events, thoughts, images, and activities of humanity from the beginning of time. This "chronicle of the world" can be 
accessed by the mystic and the magician.

Akashic Records: A recording of all events that have ever occurred and said to be stored in a spiritual substance, Akasha, 
that surrounds the earth.
Also See: acasha, akacha

Akh: One of the three parts of the soul according to ancient Egyptian belief. A person must have all three parts to live, and if 
one part died they all died. The Akh is the immortality of a person; the spirit. In Egyptian symbolism it was depicted as a bird 
or a flame of fire. In some transliterations of the Egyptian language, Akh is written as Akhu, Ikhu, or just Khu.
Also See: Akhu, Ikhu, Khu

Al Awwa: The 11th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Virgo. 
Influence: Creates harmony between lovers 
Spirit: Neciel

Al Baldah: The 19th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Sagittarius. 
Influence: Causes misfortune for enemies 
Spirit: Amutiel

Al Batn Al Hut: The 26th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Andromeda. 
Influence: Aids the fisher 
Spirit: Tagriel

Al Butain: Ashleen O'Gaea shares a cozy barrio row house in the Arizona desert with her husband Canyondancer, their 12-
year-old son the Explorer and three cats. A background in education and English (including Anglo-Saxon) underlies O'Gaea's 
interest in family dynamics, religious education, history, natural science, art, music and adventure. She has won awards for 
pagan journalism, has appeared on local TV and radio and leads workshops and ritual.

Al Butain: The 28th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Aries. 
Influence: Aids in reconciliation 
Spirit: Amnixiel

Al Dabaran: The second Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Taurus. Note similarlity to the star 
name, Aldebaran. 
Influence: Ill will, separation, revenge 
Spirit: Enediel

Al Dhira: The fifth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Gemini. 
Influence: Secures material desires 
Spirit: Gabriel

Al Farch Al Mukdim: The 24th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Pegasus. 
Influences love and favor. 
Spirit: Abrinael

Al Fargh Al Thani: The 25th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to parts of the constellations Pegasus and Andromeda. 
Influence: Fouls liquids 
Spirit: Aziel

Al Ghafr: The 13th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Virgo. 
Influences friendship and good will 
Spirit: Fazeriel

Al Hak'ah: The third Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to the constellation Orion. 
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Influence: Favor with authority 
Spirit: Anixiel

Al Han'ah: The fourth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Gemini. 
Influence: Secures love 
Spirit: Azariel

Al Jabhah: The eighth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Leo. 
Influence: Aids in childbirth and healing 
Spirit: Amnediel

Al Jubana: The 14th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to the constellation Libra. 
Influence:Material increase 
Spirit: Ergediel

Al Kalb: The 16th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Scorpio. 
Influence: Aids against poisons 
Spirit: Azeruel

Al Na'am: The 18th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Sagittarius. 
Influence: Aids the hunter 
Spirit: Egibiel

Al Nathrah: The sixth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to the constellation Cancer. 
Influence: Aids in battle 
Spirit: Dirachiel

Al Sa'd Al Ahbiyah: The 23rd Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Aquarius. 
Influence: Aids the harvest, and plants in general 
Spirit: Requiel

Al Sa'd Al Bula: The 21st Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Aquarius. 
Influences destruction and decline 
Spirit: Bethnael

Al Sa'd Al Dhabih: The 20th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to the constellation Capricorn. 
Influence: Aids the fugitive 
Spirit: Kyriel

Al Sa'd Al Su'ud: The 22nd Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Aquarius. 
Influence: Aids fertility in animals 
Spirit: Geliel

Al Sarfah: The tenth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Leo. 
Influence: Causes disharmony between lovers 
Spirit: Ardefiel

Al Sharatain: The 27th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Aries. 
Influence: Aids in the destruction of enemies 
Spirit: Atheniel

Al Shaulah: The 17th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Scorpio. 
Influence: Aids childbirth 
Spirit: Adriel

Al Simak: The twelfth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Virgo. 
Influences divorce and separation 
Spirit: Abdizuel

Al Tarf: The seventh Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Leo. 
Influence: Causes illness 
Spirit: Scheliel

Al Thurayya: The first Mansion of the Moon, beginning at the Pleiades and corresponding to part of the constellation Taurus. 
Influence: Good fortune 
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Spirit: Geniel

Al Zubrah: The ninth Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Leo. 
Influence: Causes fear or reverence 
Spirit: Barbiel

Alchemy: The word alchemy is an Arabic term comprised of the article "al" and the noun "khemi.” The later word relates to 
"Khem" the Coptic name of Egypt. Alchemy thus means, "that which pertains to Egypt.” Thus the words alchemy and 
chemistry are a reminder of the scientific legacy of Egypt. Another possible origin of the word is the Greek "cheo" which 
means "I pour" or "I cast"—a word often used in reference to the ancient Greek metalworkers who used many alchemical 
formulae. Together, alchemy and astrology are two of the oldest sciences known to humanity. The specialized fields of 
herbalism, mineralogy, natural science, chemistry, pharmacology, and medicine all evolved from the mother science known 
as alchemy.

Alchemy: Alchemy is the art and science of transformation. This is not an easily understood art, because the primal medium 
of alchemical expression is through the use of allegory and mythological symbols, which can be interpreted simultaneously 
both at a material and a spiritual level. The primary goal of alchemy is to bring all things, including humanity to its pre-
ordained state of perfection. To that end, the alchemical theory states that eternal wisdom remains latent, dormant and 
obscure in humanity so long as a mundane state of ignorance and superficiality exists. The objective of alchemy is the 
uncovering of this inner wisdom, and the removal of the veils and obstacles between the mind and its intrinsically pure divine 
source.

Alchemy: The art and science of creating medicines from plants and minerals for healing physical and psychic diseases, 
thereby restoring the alchemist to a state of perfect harmony. These medicines can be either liquid, such as the Elixir of Life, 
or solid, such as the Philosopher’s Stone. Alchemy is also known as the Royal Art.

Aleister Crowley: Born Edward Alexander Crowley, he was a remarkable poet, writer, mountain climber, and occultist. His 
strong positions on magick (his spelling) including the use of sexuality in magick have made him highly controversial. He 
“received” (what today might be called “channelled”) a short text, The Book of the Law, in 1904, and modified the Hermetic 
Order of the Golden Dawn’s magical system to fit this revelation. It also became a religious system. Followers of this system 
all called Thelemites.
Also See: Crowley, Edward Alexander Crowley

Aleph: The first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, a glottal stop. Represents the number 1. The first of the three "mother letters." 
A Hebrew word meaning "ox." Corresponds to the element of Air, the 11th Path (between Kether and Chokmah), and Tarot 
trump 0 The Fool.
Also See: Alif, Alef

Alex Sanders: Born in 1916 and died in 1988, Sanders became an important figure in the rebirth of Witchcraft during the last 
quarter of the twentieth century. This was due to a popular book written about him, King of the Witches by June Johns, and 
his frequent appearances in the popular media. His claim to being initiated into Witchcraft by his grandmother is still 
considered controversial, and some would say that his style of Witchcraft, known as “Alexandrian” (a clever play of words on 
his name) seems to be a combination of the system of Gerald Gardner (“Gardnerian Witchcraft”) and ceremonial magick. He 
began to introduce more of the idea of trance into Witchcraft, but it was later Pagans who followed in this path. He is survived 
by his wife, Maxine who, on occasion, still gives lectures.
Also See: Sanders, Sanders, Alex

Alexandrian: Alexandrian Tradition is a Wiccan sect founded in the 1960s by the British Witch Alex Sanders and his wife 
Maxine.... Alexandrian covens focus strongly upon training in he area of ceremonial magick.

Algiz: The 15h rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter z. 

The primary meaning of the Algiz rune is protection. The sign itself looks like a splayed hand, and is reminiscent of Tyr's hand 
which he sacrificed in order to bind Fenris the wolf.
Also See: Eolh

Alien Abduction: An experience, usually unexpected or unwanted, of being kidnapped by alien beings. Often the experience 
has been repressed and is only recovered during hypnosis. This is different from the contactee experience where persons 
consciously desire communication with aliens and often stay in contact with supposed aliens.

Alpha et Omega: English occult order, founded after the breakup of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn in 1900 by 
former GD head Samuel Liddell Mathers and his supporters. There were two temples in Great Britain, one in London and the 
other in Edinburgh. The former Golden Dawn temples in the United States—Thme No. 8 in Chicago and Thoth-Hermes No. 9 
in New York City—sided with Mathers during the breakup and became part of the Alpha et Omega afterwards. Three other 
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American temples were founded after the First World War: Ptah No. 10 in Philadelphia in 1919, Atoum No. 20 (sic) in Los 
Angeles in 1920, and Themis No. 30 (sic) in San Francisco in 1921. 

The history of the Alpha et Omega is uncertain at best, as few documents survive. All of the temples of the order appear to 
have gone out of existence by the Second World War.

Altar: At the center of the circle is placed the altar, which magically represents the center of the universe and the center of 
the self. It is the working surface of ritual, the focus of awareness and power. When there is no space for a material altar, one 
may be visualized in the astral. The altar is square on top, cubic or doubly-cubic in dimension, and should be made of, or 
contain, natural stone. All these aspects symbolize that the altar is the material foundation that supports the work; it is the 
fixed place, the earthly buttress, where power is manifested and made actual in the world.

Amazonite: Amazonite is a light, aqua-green stone with white mottled flecks. The rock typically originates from the New 
England States and Colorado. It is composed of potassium feldspar, and is a green variety of microline. The name is derived 
from amazonstone, from the Amazon River. While amazonite is found in Brazil, it is not found by the Amazon River!

It is a sacred stone highly valued and used extensively by the ancient Egyptians. Amazonite is cooling and soothing to your 
mental state. This stone is important for healing and spiritual growth. It helps to align the heart and solar plexus chakras. It 
also aligns the etheric and mental bodies. As a thought amplifier, amazonite magnifies the con-sciousness stored in these 
chakras, especially the psychological attributes.

This pleasing, calming stone makes it easier for the life force to act as a bonding agent and this penetrates to the molecular 
level. It’s an enhancer for most other vibrational remedies. On the cellular level, the brain processes are stimulated. All the 
body energy currents are strengthened by amazonite.

Amen: A word used at the end of prayers and sections in Jewish and Christian rituals, as well as in some Pagan and 
ceremonial magick rituals. It is usually translated as “so be it,” thus equating with the magickal expression, “so mote it be.” 
However, it is actually a notarikon or Kabalistic acronym for the Hebrew words, “El Melech Ne’eh-mahn,” meaning “God is a 
faithful king.” Thus it signifies that concept that by repeating certain phrases, prayers, or rites, God will be faithful and fulfill 
His part of the agreement and do what is expected from the repetition of those words or actions.

Amethyst: Amethyst is a regal violet gemstone with whitish stripes. The purple color comes from the presence of 
manganese during its formation. It is a form of crystallized quartz, composed of silica. It is found mostly in Brazil.

Amethyst is a radiant gemstone, meaning that its energies are expansive. It is said that when you meditate with amethyst you 
are helping the Earth, because the violet ray will help to transform the entire world into a better place. It is the most highly 
valued stone in the quartz group. It has many supernatural powers. It is said to bring luck, ensure constancy, protect against 
magic and homesickness. It has long been known to help against drunkenness.

Violet has a calming effect upon the nervous system. Insomnia may be relieved by gently rubbing an amethyst on the 
temples or forehead, and can be used for tension and migraine headaches. It is one of the best to use for meditation. It is 
here to teach the lesson of humility, to “Let go and let God.” Amethyst is very useful for people grieving over lost loved ones, 
as it subliminally communicates that there is no death. Amethyst is recommended for stimulating greater love, and 
attunement for healing forces. In directing the energy of the amethyst to the lungs, relief may be obtained for asthma and 
circulation problems. You can recharge your own energy by holding an amethyst over the crown chakra, third eye, or heart 
chakra. A very high vibration centered in love, balance, and harmony will be transferred. 

AMOOKOS: The Arcane Magical Order of the Knights of Shambhala. An occult group founded in 1982 by Michael Magee 
(Lokanath Maharaj) by permission of HH Shri Gurudev Mahendranath (1911-1992) who was a guru (some say the last guru) 
of the Uttarakaula Tantric Order of northern India. AMOOKOS cleverly blended ancient Tantric and Western techniques and 
quickly grew all over the world, introducing people who would later become leaders in the occult community to Tantric 
philosophies and magickal techniques that were not widely known. As frequently happens, internal struggles led to a split in 
the group and today there are several groups that directly or indirectly owe a great deal to AMOOKOS.

AMORC: Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis, they claim to be the Rosicrucian Brotherhood. Although most Rosicrucians 
date themselves to early 17th century manifestos, AMORC claims to go back to Pharaoh Thutmose III of Egypt circa 1500 
b.c.e. The order itself was founded in the U.S. by Harvey Spencer Lewis (1883–1939), who had worked in advertising as an 
illustrator. Around 1915, Lewis hit upon the idea of marketing AMORC via mail order, and their ubiquitous advertisements 
appeared in numerous popular magazines. The organization began in New York City, but in 1918 the police raided them and 
Lewis was arrested for selling fraudulent books and collecting money under false pretenses. Charges were dropped, but 
Lewis moved the Order to San Francisco and then Tampa, Florida. In 1927 AMORC moved to San Jose, California, and 
incorporated as a religion. This was abandoned after a few years and the fraternal nature of the Order was stressed. In San 
Jose they created Rosicrucian Park, including faux Egyptian buildings, a museum, and the fifth planetarium built in the U.S.A. 
( and still in use today). Teachings seem very similar to “New Thought,” the mystical system that evolved out of late 18th-
century Spiritualism. 
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Upon his death, leadership of the order switched to his son, Ralph Maxwell Lewis (1904–1987). After Ralph's death a new 
leader was selected, but shortly afterward he was fired, the Order was reorganized, and the Supreme Grand Lodge moved to 
Quebec, Canada. 

AMORC has worked hard to support their claim to being the true Rosicrucian Order. In the past they have fought other 
groups over this, including taking R. Swinburne Clymer and his Fraternitas Rosae Crucis to court, where each claimed the 
other practiced black magic. At one time Aleister Crowley made a weak attempt to take over AMORC.

Amulet: A magical device used for protection. Although often used synonymously with talisman, amulets are made to keep 
things away (such as illness) while talismans are used to bring things to you (such as good luck).

Andumnos: (Gaulish) - The Underworld / Otherworld / Netherworld which corresponds to the Greek Elysian Fields and 
Tartaros, and to the Teutonic Valhall and Hel. There are many isles of the Celtic Otherworld. Andumnos was later called 
Annwn in Welsh, and Andomhain in Early Irish (Gaelic). 

Angel: From the biblical Greek angelos, used as the translation of mahlach as found in the Hebrew bible. In English, both 
mean “messenger.” 

Although there is a common myth that a good person becomes an angel after he or she dies, there is no biblical or 
theological support for this position. Rather, angels form a class of created entities—whose actions my be interpreted by 
humans as good or evil due to our limited understanding of the universe—who actually perform the Will of God. 

The term can be confusing as it is often used to describe all such entities (including archangels, cherubim, seraphim, etc.) as 
well as being one specific type of entity in the heavenly hierarchy. Although not limited to having any specific form, they are 
often described as robed and having wings.

Angeles: Spanish for Angels
Also See: angel

Angels and Spirit Guides: Angels and Spirit Guides
Also See: Angel

Angular: The Angular houses of the birth chart (1st, 4th, 7th, and 10th) are considered strongly expressive; planets in these 
houses are more easily recognized by others or may be expressed in a more physical manner than other planets.

Animal Magnetism: A term coined by Franz Mesmer describing what he considered to be a type of “fluid” or force that had 
magnetic qualities in people and that could be used to heal. Although this was clearly a type of energetic healing technique, 
he often includes positive suggestions along with sending the energy, which produced a trance-like condition in patients. 
Followers focused only on the trance and suggestion aspect leading to various forms of hypnotism.

Animal Mutilation: Strange cases where the bodies of animals, frequently cattle are mutilated in ways not expected. 
Although experts attribute these cases to natural predators, others disagree, pointing out what appears to be surgical 
precision to the wounds, claiming that the mutilations may be due to satanic cults or aliens.

Animals: Any living organism that feeds on organic matter. Usually, they will have some sort of nervous system as well as 
specialized sensory organs. Dogs were probably the first animal that was domesticated around 15,000 BCE. 

Throughout history, humans have been associated with animals, depending upon them for food, clothing, fertilizer, energy, 
etc. They have also been fascinated by animals, using sympathetic magic to acquire the strength of the tiger, the wisdom of 
the owl, the endurance of the camel, etc. Shamans would mentally travel to other worlds and communicate with animal spirits 
and guides.
Also See: Pets

Annikki: ("AHN-ikki") Finnish nighttime goddess. Known as "she of good name."

Annuals: Appears yearly. Since the earliest days of Llewellyn Publications more than a century ago, we have published 
books dedicated to information for the specific year of publication. Over the decades, this has expanded from strictly 
astrological books such as the Daily Planetary Guide, the Sun Sign Book, and the Moon Sign Book, to include datebooks, 
almanacs, and calendars focused on magic, Tarot, Witchcraft and Wicca, and herbalism, as well as those sharing astrological 
advice. Because each is filled with original articles and information from new and well-known writers, and as they are only 
available for one year, they often become collectables and rapidly sell out.

Ansuz: The fourth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter A. 
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The meaning of this rune is mouth, and as such usually indicates the spoken word, the taking of advice, or the acquisition of  
wisdom.

Ansuz: This is the fourth rune of the futhark. Whereas Thurisaz represents the forces of chaos, Ansuz represents order, the 
defenders of which, in our mythology, are the Aesir. 

I know a fourth one: it will free me quickly 
If foes should fetter me fast 
With strong chains, a chant that makes 
Fetters spring from the feet, 
Bonds burst from the hands. 
--Havamal

Apache Tear Drop: 

Apache tear drop is a form of black obsidian. It is a calming translucent stone, 
found in Arizona and other parts of the U.S. It is composed of feldspar, hornblend, 
biotite and quartz. It was formed by rhythmic crystallization that produces a 
separation of light and dark materials into spherical shapes, and is a form of 
volcanic glass. 

There is a haunting legend about the Apache tear drop. After the Pinal Apaches 
had made several raids on a settlement in Arizona, the military regulars and some 
volunteers trailed the tracks of the stolen cattle and waited for dawn to 
attack the Apaches. The Apaches, confident in the safety of their location, 
were completely surprised and out-numbered in the attack. Nearly 50 of the band 
of 75 Apaches were killed in the first volley of shots. The rest of the tribe 
retreated to the cliff’s edge and chose death by leaping over the edge rather 
than die at the hands of the white men. 

For years afterward those who ventured up the treacherous face of Big Pacacho 
in Arizona found skeletons, or could see the bleached bones wedged in the crevices 
of the side of the cliff. 

The Apache women and the lovers of those who had died gathered a short 
distance from the base of the cliff where the sands were white, and for a moon 
they wept for their dead. They mourned greatly, for they realized that not only 
had their 75 brave Apache warriors died, but with them had died the great 
fighting spirit of the Pinal Apaches. 

Their sadness was so great, and their burden of sorrow so sincere that the Great 
Father imbedded into black stones the tears of the Apache women who mourned 
their dead. These black obsidian stones, when held to the light, reveal the 
translucent tear of the Apache. The stones bring good luck to those possessing 
them. It is said that whoever owns an Apache tear drop will never have to cry 
again, for the Apache maidens have shed their tears in place of yours. 

The Apache tear drops are also said to balance the emotional nature and protect 
one from being taken advantage of. It can be carried as an amulet to stimulate 
success in business endeavors. It is also used to produce clear vision and to increase 
psychic powers. 

Black obsidian is a powerful meditation stone. The purpose of this gemstone is to 
bring to light that which is hidden from the conscious mind. It dissolves 
suppressed negative patterns and purifies them. It can create a somewhat 
radical behavior change as new positive attitudes replace old, negative, 
egocentric patterns.
Also See: Apache Tear Drops

apana: Sanskrit for “breath,” prana refers to the universal energy that flows through the body’s web of non-physical channels 
known as nadis, the three most famous being the Ida, Pingala, and Sushumna. Different breathing patterns known as 
pranayamas can increase and direct this energy, leading to the simplification that prana and air are the same or that prana is 
in the air. In the traditional system, there are five different forms of prana: 

Prana: Moves inward. Governs all types of consumption: eating, drinking, breathing, sensory impressions. 
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Apana: Moves away: Governs excretion or all sorts, as well as reproduction. 

Udana: Moves upward. Governs growth and development, as well as enthusiasm, speech, and the ability to stand. 

Samana: Balances from the edge to the center through churning and discerning. It is the “digestion” energy that aids the 
lungs in “digesting” air, the gastrointestinal system in digesting food, and the mind in “digesting” sensory input and ideas. 

Vyana: Moves outward from the center to the edge. Governs circulation of blood and the oxygen, hydration, and nutrition 
found in the blood. Aids in the “circulation” of ideas.
Also See: prana

Aphrodite: The Greek goddess of love.

Apparition: A visible presence usually identified as a ghost. Often associated with the soul or spirit of a person that for some 
reason has not continued on their spiritual evolution and is “earth bound” or trapped close to earth until some activity can be 
concluded. Apparitions can be recorded by cameras and may clearly be individuals or as swathes of light or small, glowing 
spheres.

Apport: A physical object that appears from nowhere. Usually, apports appear during a physical séance, and often at the 
request of a medium. Some believe they are instantly created from ectoplasm while others believe that come from another 
dimension or location. Apports are usually small items, however numbers of roses are not uncommon

Aquarius: The best quality of Aquarius is your humanitarian attitude. The worst quality is argumentativeness. A key phrase is 
“I know.” Aquarians are seen as progressive. When we speak of the Age of Aquarius, we are speaking of a period beginning 
now and extending into the future, with all the possibilities the future has to offer. Aquarians may be well informed or even 
visionary in your thinking. You may not be grounded in the practical application of your ideas. Focused on a universal goal, 
you may not attend to the needs of individuals in ordinary circumstances.

Aquarians have advanced ideas. You are original and scientific in your methods, and you are strongly interested in education, 
for yourself and for others. You often prefer to learn through conversation with others, rather than through straight book 
studies. There is an unconventional quality in your thinking – you can take apples and oranges and make something greater 
of you.

Aquarians are generally pleasant, but you are also assertive. Your determination can turn to argument when you don’t get 
your way, and you can be unsympathetic to the views of others. Your temperament is affected by the world outside yourself, 
and can become cranky at times, or even rebellious. Your usual cheerful manner and understanding of human nature make 
you skillful social beings, but you may be somewhat reclusive, needing a lot of private time to think things through. You are 
not terribly practical and have to learn to manage time and money.

Aquarians are generally kind and are influenced by the kindness of others. This may be because you have moments when 
you are unsympathetic, and you recognize the need for this quality. Aquarians value your freedom, and thus respect the 
freedom of others. You are interested in metaphysical subjects. Your lack of demonstrative behavior may be your way of 
keeping your feelings to yourself.

Aquarius: The Reformer 
Key Phrase: I KNOW 

Aquarius is the experience of individuality, and can be highly autonomous. As the Fixed Air sign of the zodiac, Aquarius 
expresses focused mental energy, and can show a strong level of ingenuity. Although most people think of Aquarius as 
progressive, it also has the capacity for fanatical attachment to an idea or ideal. Aquarius is the rebel and anarchist, but can 
be unselfish and altruistic, much like Uranus, which rules this sign. Symbolized by the Water-Bearer, Aquarius pours forth 
ideas streaming from the mind; in its highest form this is stimulated by intuitive awareness. Aquarius seeks to develop the 
true, unconditional love of friendship. Its cool detachment can be directed in positive ways to bring about change, but can 
also seem hurtful on a personal level. Where you see Aquarius in your chart, you see your need for the unconventional, and 
for the development of your individuality.

Arbatel of Magic: Originally intended to have nine books, we only have the first book, “Isagoge,” that concerns the basics of 
magickal procedure in general. It contains 49 “aphorisms,” divided into groups of seven called “septenaries,” which must be 
learned and followed in order to succeed in magickal experiments.

Arcana: Secrets or mysteries. Arcana is the plural form of arcanum, although its usage may be singular or plural. A standard 
Tarot deck features two sections, the Major Arcana (usually 22 cards with images on them) and the Minor Arcana (usually 56 
cards with 16 being “face” cards similar to a pack of playing cards and the remainder being either number or “pip” cards or 
fully illustrated).
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Arcane: Something that is understood by only a few people. Mysterious or secret.

Archangel: In the Kabalistic hierarchy of heaven, archangels are beings who carry out the will of God. Each has limitations 
and is associated with powers represented by aspects of the divine which, in turn, are represented by names of God. Rather 
than carry out the divine will themselves, they may achieve these goals by commanding the angels they control.

Archon: From the Greek meaning “authority,” it is from the same root at “archangel.” In Gnostic belief, the Archons were 
planetary rulers with various spheres or planes of control. In Gnosticism, while you are alive, they prevent you from focusing 
on spiritual development. When you die, they prevent you from traveling to God. The only way to get past them is via the 
recitation of certain magickal formulas. Thus, having the sacred knowledge allows you to reach God, a concept which may be 
a metaphor for Gnostic practices.

Aries: The best quality of Aries is leadership.  The worst quality is officiousness.  A key phrase is “I am.” The Aries personality 
is energetic and ambitious.  Aries wants to be in command and to be in the forefront of every activity.  Courage is a strong 
personality trait.

            The Aries mental process is active as well.  Not liking to be confined, Aries will entertain any idea and will refuse to be 
limited by precedent or environment.  Enterprising in all things, Aries is no less goal-oriented in the mental realm.  There is 
usually a bright, optimistic attitude that carries over to a confident demeanor.  Aries is a good conversationalist, but don’t 
expect to change his or her mind.

            Your temperament is daring.  The fiery will of Aries expresses through forceful engagement in life’s activities.  Self-
willed, Aries wants to be in charge and may not take instruction well.  Independent and impulsive, Aries can be rash at times.  
The desire to be ahead of others often leads to a competitive demeanor.

            As mentioned above, the thought processes and temperament often lead Aries to be combative, or at the very least 
assertive.  You make good executives because you have the drive to get ahead.  Still, your headlong rush into things can be 
less than inspired at times.  The keen mental edge and incisive wit make Aries interesting to be with, but tiresome when wit 
turns to sarcasm and mental activity becomes obsessive.

            So why is a potentially obsessive or sarcastic individual a good leader?  Because beneath these possibilities lies the 
resourcefulness to try something different in order to make a difference.  Like the ram, Aries sees a target, puts its head 
down, and charges.  After the initial thrust, he or she looks around, resets its direction and charges again.  Enthusiasm is 
contagious, and Aries can be the source of it.  Self reliance and enterprise are traits we admire in leaders, as we know you 
will be able to manage in difficult circumstances.  And just as you demand your own personal freedom, you recognize that 
others need personal space too.  Aries’ color is red; its part of the body is the head.

Aries: The Initiator 
Key Phrase: I AM 

Aries is the initiator, displaying independence, courage, and the leadership necessary to get things started. The Cardinal Fire 
sign of the zodiac, Aries has everything to do with movement, and is uncomfortable standing in one place for too long. Ruled 
by Mars, Aries is strongly self-directed, and can be highly impetuous and abrasive, sometimes showing a rash or careless 
approach to issues. Symbolized by the Ram, Aries tends toward headstrong, "me-first" expression. Exuberant and self-
reliant, Aries is capable of standing alone. This quality can also inspire others to follow suitóbut Aries is not likely to wait 
around to see who is following behind! Where you see Aries in a chart, there is eagerness and self-will.

Aromatherapy: The use of the scents of plants, primarily derived from their volatile oils including essential oils, to produce 
changes in body, mind, and/or spirit. Although experimentation in this area has existed for thousands of years, including the 
use of incense in magical rituals and scents for healing, it was a French chemist, René-Maurice Gattefossé, who coined the 
term in 1928. He had become interested in the use of essential oils for healing after he severely burned his arm and plunged 
it into the nearest liquid he could find, a large container of lavender essential oil. To his surprise, his arm healed quickly and 
there was no scar. It was an Englishman, Robert B. Tisserand, who may be credited with the modern interest in the subject 
with his publication of The Art of Aromatherapy in 1977.

Asatru: Those who practice Asatru devote themselves to the Nordic, Germanic, and Icelandic Deities, and may do so to the 
exclusion of all other Deities by a voluntary covenant. The ethical system is based on the writings of Edred Thorsson, who 
identifies Nine Noble Virtues and the Sixfold Goal as an ethical system. The virtues are courage, honor, truth, fidelity, 
discipline, hospitality, industriousness, self-reliance, and perseverance. The goals are right, wisdom, might, harvest, peace 
(frith), and love.

Asatru: This term has been adopted to describe the modern restoration of the Germanic religion of Northern Europe. The 
literal meaning is "true to the Aesir!"
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Ascendant: The ascendant or rising sign reflects your persona – what you choose to show to the world. Whereas the Sun 
sign is your individuality and does not change a great deal, you have the capacity to choose the nature and level of 
expression of your Ascendant. You can choose the most destructive expression, or you may choose to show a side of 
yourself to the world that is full of optimism and promise.

The Ascendant is frequently useful in describing your physical characteristics and general health. Aside from geographical 
and ethnic realities, the rising sign shows complexion, hair and eye color, stature and weight. A Gemini would be rather taller 
than average, and Taurus might be on the stocky side, within the range of family tendencies.

The Ascendant offers suggestions for what kind of clothing looks good, what colors will make you seem stronger. The general 
shape of the head and face are linked to the Ascendant. The sign also indicates a part of the body that you can show off to 
good advantage. It may not be your favorite part of yourself, but it is one that will respond to careful treatment in terms of 
clothing, movement, etc. The Taurus may not think about the throat very much, but this is a key area to focus on to create a 
strong effect on others. Aquarians can benefit from careful selection of shoes, as the ankles are “the thing.”

As you learn about your Ascendant, you will find a whole array of new considerations for how to present yourself to the world. 
Should you be flippant or stern, gregarious or darkly serious? The rising sign can provide a wealth of imaginative possibilities.

Because the Ascendant is the way others see you, physically and in every other way, it pays to understand what they are 
seeing. You can develop a whole range of clothing, movements, communication styles and general attitudes based on your 
rising sign. You can overcome limitations in other areas by emphasizing the positives here. In this way you actively 
participate in creating the impression you want others to have, and you become more influential as you project a well 
thought-out image.

Aspects: Relationship between points in the chart. They are angles measured from the center of the chart. Specific angles 
are found to be significant.

Aspects: On a circular chart, it is easy to see interrelationships between the planets, Sun, Moon, and other significant 
astrological points. These relationships are measured in geometric terms, and are called aspects. Aspects are measured by 
the number of degrees which separate two planets or points on the chart.

Assiah: The "Material World." The final, fourth, and most dense of the four Qabalistic worlds or stages of manifestation. 
Assiah is the dense world of action and matter. It is attributed to Malkuth, the element of earth, and the Hebrew letter Heh 
(the final letter Heh, as opposed to the second letter Heh in the name Yod Heh Vah Heh).

Assumption of Godforms: A technique used in several magickal systems. The magician creates the image of a deity by 
various means, including visualization of an archetypal image of the deity, concentration of the sigil of the deity, vibration of 
the deity’s name, etc. Once created, the magician “steps into” the image (this may be done mentally, physically, or both). The 
magician then functions as a manifestation of that deity. This is typically done in certain initiatory rituals, so that it is a deity 
performing the initiation for the purpose of using powers and abilities attributed to the deity for healing, divination, practical 
magick, etc., or as part of certain forms of sexual magick.

Astral body: The astral body is a composite, made up in varying proportions of a physical (or semiphysical) body and a 
“spirit” body. During its projection the second body draws “astral material” from the first body through the silver cord that 
connects the two.
Also See: Astral Double

Astral Plane: An intermediate and invisible level of reality between the physical plane and the higher, more divine realms. It 
is the common boundary between the individual and noumenal reality. A nonphysical level of existence that is the basis of the 
physical plane.

Astral Projection: An experience in which the conscious part of the self splits form the body for a period of time. The typical 
out-of-body experience is of short duration and comes unexpectedly. But it can be induced consciously and deliberately.

Astral Temple: A place on the astral plane or in the imagination created by force of will and visualization as an astral location 
that is represented on the physical plane by a magician’s actual temple. When magicians consciously project into the astral 
plane, this is usually the first place they will go. As it is familiar to the magician, it can be used as a place of refuge in case of 
attack or perceived danger on the astral plane.

Astral Travel: The experience of moving around through the environments encountered during astral projection. This may 
include moving at the speed of thought to any location in the physical world, universe, or on the various more ethereal planes 
of the astral worlds
Also See: Astral Projection
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Astral Whiplash: Tarot combines many of Laurens favorite subjects: iconography, psychology, spirituality, history, and magic. 
Researching and creating this deck was a direct route to understanding this ancient system of divination. In addition to 
printmaking, Lauren is broadly engaged in the arts, from music to costuming to commercial graphic design. She also 
performs and teaches Middle Eastern dance and other ethnic traditions. She lives in the Asheville area of North Carolina with 
her beloved husband, Draven, and an abundance of feline and serpentine companions.

Astral Whiplash: Astral projection is safe, practical, and very enjoyable. Although some people worry needlessly (“What 
happens if I project and can’t get back?), the real difficulty with astral projection is getting out of body in the first place. Your 
astral body has a natural desire to exist closely associated with your physical body. The chance of getting lost is hardly likely, 
especially during early attempts when people are not going to travel far from their bodies anyway. 

Because of this natural attraction of the astral body for the physical body, there is a strong “pull” between the two. When you 
get started on your astral travels, it is possible that you can get rapidly “sucked” back into your physical body. This is known 
as “astral whiplash” and can result in feelings of shakiness and headache due to leaving some of your astral material on the 
astral plane. This will wear off in a short time as the material naturally works its way back to the physical body. Alternatively, 
you can project back to the astral plane and retrace your steps, reacquiring the astral substance.

Astrología: Spanish for astrology.
Also See: Astrology

Astrological house: Each planet in your birth chart resides in a house. The chart’s houses symbolize different facets of the 
self. Think of them as the fields of experience upon which you live your life. Each relates to a certain environment and 
specific relationships. 

One way to understand the houses is to consider the way you might act or dress if you were being interviewed by a 
prospective employer, and contrast that with the way you act or dress at home around people who know you on an everyday 
level. These experiences illustrate the differences between two different houses in your chart.

Astrology: Astrology is a science that examines the action of celestial bodies upon all living beings, non-living objects, and 
earthly conditions, as well as their reactions to such influences. The study of the stars is one of the oldest sciences known to 
humankind, tracing its origins back to ancient Sumer and even earlier. The astrological arts were well known to the 
Egyptians, Hindus, Chinese, Persians, and the great civilizations of the ancient Americas.

Astrology is the progenitor of astronomy, and for many years the two existed as one science. Nowadays, astronomy is 
considered an "objective" science of distances, masses, speeds, etc., while astrology is a "subjective" and intuitive science 
that not only deals which the astronomical delineation of horoscopes, but can also be called a philosophy which helps to 
explain the spiritual essence of life.

Ategenos: (ah-the-gen-awss) - Rebirth; an incarnation or manifestation of a trait, talent, concept, spirit or divinity into human 
form. It is usually genetically passed down. 

Athame: A tool used by Witches that combines the functioning of both wand and sword is the athame, or magical knife. It is 
an all-purpose instrument, used for making the material objects of ritual and also for projecting power. Some Witches even 
use it in their cooking! They explain that since magic embraces all of life, cooking is an integral part of their Art and this is no 
profanation.

The magical knife is quite old. In medieval times it was divided into two—a knife with a white hilt, used for all common 
purposes; a knife with a black hilt, used for drawing magic circles and compelling spirits. This distinction is still frequently 
observed by modern Witches. The white and black-hilted knives are in some ways analogous to the wand and sword of high 
magic.

Athame: Possibly a misspelling of “Arthame” taken from the grimoire known as The Greater Key of Solomon (or perhaps vice 
versa). The Athame is primarily used by Witches and Wiccans. It is traditionally sharp on both sides and has a black handle. 
It may have symbols on it. 

To many, the Athame is seen as an extension of their ability to direct energy. As such, although sharp, it is not used to cut any 
physical object. It is only used to direct energy or cut non-physical energy streams. To practitioners who use the Athame in 
this way, the carving of physical items was done with the knife known as a Boline.

Atziluth: The "World of Nobility." The highest and most abstract of the four Qabalistic worlds or stages of manifestation. 
Atziluth is the divine world of archetypes. It is attributed to Kether, the element of fire, and the Hebrew letter Yod.

Aura: A shell or layer of astral substance that surrounds and permeates the physical body. A halo or sheath of spiritual 
light/energy that surrounds a person and can be seen by clairvoyants.
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Aura: An emanation or set of emanations that extends around objects and animals, including the human body. There are 
multiple beliefs as to the number of different types of auras that extend around the body. Some say there are seven, others 
say five or three. 

The aura extends from just above the surface of the skin out to infinity. It becomes more and more ethereal as it extends 
further from the body, and beyond about three feet even people who can see auras are not able to detect it. The smoothness 
of each aura level, as well as the pureness of its color, are said to indicate the conditions of the person they surround. 

In the three-fold system of interpretation, the area closest to the skin is said to relate to your physical well-being. Outside of 
this physical aura is the mental aura that relates to your state of mind. It could be called the psychological aura. The third part 
of the aura is the spiritual element. It relates to your spiritual advancement and is further away from the body than is the 
mental aura. Actually, all three are said to interrelate and overlap according to those who see auras. The chakras, several 
spinning wheels of vivid color in the aura in front of the body, are also said to be visible.

Auras: Plural of aura
Also See: Aura

Auto-Ayuda: Spanish for self-help. A class of books that is one of the specialties of Llewellyn Publications.
Also See: Self-Help

Automatic Writing: A means by which a non-physical entity—classically a spirit of someone who has died—can 
communicate with the living. A person holds a pen or pencil on some paper in a relaxed and expectant state of mind (some 
believe it requires a trance state). Either the spirit moves the hand externally, or the spirit temporarily inhabits the body to do 
the writing to leave messages for the living. Often, the comments from the spirit are in answer to question asked by “sitters” 
at the séance or by the medium. Debunkers point out that this could easily be produced by fraud.

Aventurine: Aventurine is a pleasing dark green stone with a metallic iridescence or spangled appearance. It is a compact 
quartz stone, composed of silica with some impurities. It is found in India, China and Brazil.

It is said to bring luck and adventures in love and games. It makes an individual independent and original. It has a binding 
and healing force, and is good for skin diseases and improving the complexion. At one time it was used to cure 
nearsightedness. It is helpful for the etheric, emotional and mental bodies. Aventurine has strong healing energies, and 
affects the pituitary gland. It can be used for creative visualization, higher-self attunement, and is good for the muscle and 
nervous system.

Aventurine is a good stone for artists, writers and all those of a creative nature. It brings prosperity; the green vibrations 
attract money.

Ayin: The sixteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, a "voiced laryngal spirant." Represents the number 70. The tenth of the 
twelve "single letters." A Hebrew word meaning "eye." Corresponds to Capricorn, the 26th Path (between Tiphareth and 
Hod), and Tarot trump XV The Devil.

Ayurveda: A compound of Sanskrit words meaning “knowledge of life,” it is a word used to describe the complex ancient 
healing systems of India. Techniques used include breathwork, massage, needling, herbs, surgery (until banned in 250 
B.C.E.), nutrition, and the use of certain minerals. The basic underlying concept is that people are based on blends of three 
different energies (similar to the two-fold Chinese concept of yin and yang), and when these energies are out of balance (the 
balance is different for each person) disease results. The techniques listed help to restore appropriate balance.

Azoth: A word composed of the first and last letters of the Hebrew and Greek alphabets. It is also called the Akasha or Astral 
Light. It appears as brightness and is changeable according to a person’s will.
Ba: One of the three parts of the soul according to ancient Egyptian belief. A person must have all three parts to live, and if 
one part died they all died. The Ba is the individuality or specific personality of a person; the soul. In Egyptian symbolism it 
was depicted as a bird with the head of a human.

Balefire: A fire lit for magical purposes, usually outdoors.

baneful: Baneful herbs are poisonous. Such herbs - including henbane, hemlock, hellebore, mandrake and datura - were 
popular in Renaissance magic for inducing visions, creating the illusion of psychic awareness, drawing love, tormenting the 
mind and even dulling the pain of those about to be executed for the “crime” of magic.

Banishing: To send away. In metaphysical terms, a banishing is a ritual or technique that has the effect of sending away 
unwanted energies, entities, etc. Although banishings are used in healing (sending away the ailment), they are most often 
used in conjunction with magickal rituals. They are used before such rituals to make the area blank, a tabula rasa, leaving it 
open for any magickal work. They are used after such rituals to disperse any energies or entities that may have been 
attracted to the energy raised during the ritual.
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Banshee: 1. (paranormal) A Scottish or Irish spirit, its scream or wail indicates an impending death. 

2. (myth) (from Celtic bean, woman, and sidhe, fairie) A fairy who is attached to certain old family lines, she wails before a 
death in the family. If seen, she may be clapping her hands. It is believed that the keening (caoine) performed by people at 
some Irish funerals may be an imitation of the wail of the banshee. Another traditional visual that would accompany the 
banshee is the “coach-a-bower” (coiste-bodhar). Drawn by headless horses, this is a large black coach with a coffin on it. If 
you open your door when it comes up, a basin of blood will be thrown in your face! This may be related to the times of the 
great plagues when carts would carry the dead away and it would make sense to keep your doors closed.
Also See: banshe

Bardos: plural bardoi (Gaulish, Brittonic, Goidelic) - The old Celtic term for a singer or minstrel who sang praises of great 
heroes and chieftains, or satires (curses and insults). 

Basic Technique: A term used by paranormal investigators used to describe a simple and standard type of card guessing. A 
deck is shuffled and the subject is asked to name the top card. After the guess, the card is turned up to compare to the guess 
and placed to the side.

Basilides: Basilides was a scholar of the 2nd century C.E. who knew the Hebrew and Christian scriptures as well as being 
knowledgeable in Egyptian and Greek thought. But he also received what was to become a secret tradition named after him, 
based on knowledge passed to him from an early interpreter of the Apostle Peter. Basilides wrote psalms, odes, and 
commentaries on the Gospels. He also wrote a gospel for his own sect, but very little of his writings have been preserved. 
His system seems to include aspects of Neoplatonism, Pauline Christianity, and Gnosticism. His sect, the Basilidians, 
included concepts that would today be called reincarnation, karma, and asceticism.

Basilidians: Followers of the teachings of Basilides.

Beithe: The first letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, corresponding to the letter B and meaning "birch."

The graceful, white-stemmed birch with its beautiful green leaves represents the Otherworld.... Beithe has always been 
regarded as an indicator of good fortune, luck, and change.
Also See: Beth

Beltane: May 1 
Beltane is the holiday that draws all Witches outside to celebrate the returning power of the Sun and the fecundity of the land.
Also See: Roodmas

Beorc: The 18th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter b. 

This is a fertility rune--a rune of birth and of the family.
Also See: Berkana

Berkana: The 18h rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter b. 

In most of the Germanic languages this rune has the meaning of "birch."... The Berkana rune is very beneficial for women 
and especially for women's problems.
Also See: Beorc, Bjarkan

Besom: A broom used by Witches and Wiccans. Just as a broom is used to sweep dirt away, a besom is used to cleanse an 
area as a type of banishing. Traditionally, a besom is made of a fairly straight stick, often an ash wood branch, with many 
twigs, frequently of willow, tied to the end. Unlike a modern broom where the brush tends to be narrow and wide, the brush of 
a besom tends to be circular. The besom is also used in some handfasting rituals with the couple jumping over the besom.

Beth: The second letter of the Hebrew alphabet, B or V. Represents the number 2. The first of the seven "double letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "house." Corresponds to the planet Mercury, the 12th Path (between Kether and Binah), and Tarot 
trump I The Magician.
Also See: Bet

Bhakti Yoga: Achieving union with the Divine (“yoga”) through extreme devotion. In the West, perhaps the best-known 
method of Bhakti Yoga is the repetitive singing of brief songs dedicated to the Divine. Such repetition continues until self-
awareness decreases and awareness of the Divine increases. However, there are traditionally eight other ways of practicing 
Bhakti Yoga, including listening to stories of the Divine, worship, and surrender of the self. Each has the goal of increasing 
awareness of the Divine until union is achieved. One of the four major yogic paths.
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Bibliomancy: The act of divination through the use of written text. Originally associated with use of a Bible, the only literature 
available in many cases, may be applied to any form of text. Often, there is a strong numerology influence present in the 
divination procedure.  

Bigfoot: A large, hairy bipedal creature said to exist in wilderness areas of the Pacific Northwest and British Columbia, but 
has supposedly been sighted in other areas of the U.S. including the Great Lakes region and southern states. Although 
hoaxes concerning the creature have occurred, its existence has been indicated through physical signs (footprints, 
handprints, fecal matter, hair, blood) and even one brief film. The film’s authenticity, however, has been questioned. The 
creature is described as being 7–9 feet tall, covered with hair, having a horrible smell, and having human-like feet that are 
15–18 inches in length. One researcher claimed footprints of about three feet in length, hence the name. Reports of the 
creature date back to the 1920s in Washington state, but it became more widely known after reports of the creature in 
Humboldt County, California, during the late 1950s.

Bija Mantras: Bija is Sanskrit for “seed.” Bija mantras are simple sounds that have no meaning. However, vibrations caused 
by their repetition can result in activation of psychophysiological realities. For example, the bija mantras associated with the 
seven major chakras are as follows: 

Chakra..........Bija Mantra 

7th......................Silence 
6th......................Om 
5th......................Ham 
4th......................Yam 
3rd......................Ram 
2nd......................Vam 
1st......................Lam 

Because this system is quite ancient, and because transliteration from one language to another is not always represented the 
same way, writings may show slight differences in the above spellings. For example, some authorities use “Lum” or “Lung” 
for “Lam.”

Billet Reading: A technique where questions are written on small pieces of paper, then folded up or sealed in an envelope 
and given to a psychic who attempts to answer the question with the help of paranormal powers of information from spirit 
guides. Unfortunately, since the paper is so small, it is easily manipulated by fake psychics. The small piece of paper s 
known as a “billet.”

Bilocation: The ability to be in two different places at the same time.
Also See: billocation

Binah: In Binah is a thick darkness which yet veileth the Divine Glory in which all colours are hidden, wherein is mystery and 
depth and silence, and yet, it is the habitation of the Supernal Light. There is the Supernal Triad completed. And the Sphere 
of its Operation is Shabbathai, or rest, and it giveth forms and similitudes unto chaotic matter and it ruleth the sphere of 
action of the planet Saturn. And Jehovah Elohim(/i> is the perfection of Creation and the Life of the World to Come. And its 
archangel is Tzaphqiel, the Prince of the Spiritual Strife against Evil, and the Name of the Order of Angels is Aralim, the 
Strong and Mighty Ones who are also called the Order of Thrones. The angel Jophiel if also referred unto Binah.

Binah: The third Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the topmost Sephirah on the Pillar of Severity. The term is a Hebrew 
word meaning "Understanding." It represents the archetype of the number 3, the feminine aspect of the Godhead. It  
corresponds to the divine name YHWH Elohim, the archangel Tzaphqiel, the angelic choir called Aralim (The Mighty Ones) 
and Shabbathai, or heavenly Sphere of Saturn.

Bind-runes: Made up of combinations of two or more rune-staves, bind-runes expand and further refine the power and aim 
of runic formulas.

Biquintile: (144 degrees)--Planets separate by two-fifths of the zodiac indicate the quality of inborn talents.

Birth Chart: Your birth chart, or horoscope, is drawn from calculations based upon the date, time, and place of your birth.  
Every element of the horoscope (which, if it’s like most Western horoscopes, will be drawn on a circular wheel) is expressed 
symbolically. Each symbol in the chart represents a celestial body, sign, house, or aspect.

Black Magic: Black Magick's aim is to harm yourself or another either purposely or accidentally. Some magicians feel that it  
would not be working to hurt someone else, except that they, themselves will suffer as a consequence. "As you sow, so shall  
ye reap" is not merely a philosophical aphorism to a magician, it is an actual physical fact. Most magicians do not want to 
chance getting "zapped" by the law of Karma for a foolish act of Black Magick.
Also See: Black Magick
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Blessed Be: An expression used by some Witches and Wiccans. In ritual, it is used to mean “let this be blessed.” 
Sometimes it is used with an officiating member stating it followed by the participants repeating it in a call-and-response 
fashion. Also used in farewell statements similar to the Hawaiian “Aloha” or Hebrew “Shalom.” Derived from part of the 
Gardnerian Witchcraft Initiation ritual’s “Five-fold Kiss.” Abbreviated BB.

Blind: 1. In paranormal experiments, something for which a test subject is not informed. In some cases, the experimenters 
will say they are testing for one thing (the blind) when in reality they are testing for something else. 
2. A procedure where an independent judge determines if a drawings made by test subjects match target images.

Blood: Blood, the life-preserving fluid in our bodies, has always been associated with magick. It was initially seen as having 
the property of life, for if a person loses too much blood, he or she would die. This has led to some “women’s mysteries,” as 
women can bleed through menstruation yet not die. 

Blood has been used to empower rituals and as a stand-in for another person (a form of sympathetic magick) through the 
anointing of an object with that person’s blood. Pacts with “demons” or the devil supposedly require a signature in blood. In 
the early days of modern Wicca, a drop of the new initiate’s blood was used on their cords of initiation. Many covens no 
longer follow this tradition.

Bloodstone: Bloodstone is a green, opaque stone with spotted red flecks. It is a member of the cryptocrystalline quartz 
group, and is composed of silica. Bloodstone belongs to the general group of chalcedony and is found in India, Australia,  
Brazil, China and the U.S.

Bloodstone contains deep earth-green and a deep, blood red. Together these create a powerful cleanser for the physical  
body. It is an important purifier for the kidneys, liver, spleen and blood. In times past, bloodstone was used to stop bleeding 
and hemorrhage by wounded soldiers and mothers-to-be. It will detoxify the body. Bloodstone helps transform the body to 
enable it to carry more light and energy.

Legend has it that when Christ was crucified, the blood from his wound dripped to the green jasper ground, spotting it red 
and thus forming this stone. This stone was also known as heliotrope, and it was believed that if one covered the stone with 
the herb heliotrope, the owner became invisible. This combination was used in many other magical rites also.

Blue Lace Agate: Blue lace agate is a beautiful, pale sky blue stone with concentric markings. It is a cryptocrystalline quartz 
stone. Agate is a banded chalcedony, the bands having been formed by rhythmic crystallization. Agates are found as nodules 
or geodes in siliceous volcanic rocks. This stone comes from southwest Africa.

Agate strengthens the power of the Sun in your astrological sign when you wear it. It helps you stay well-balanced. It  
sharpens the sight, illuminates the mind and helps you speak.

Blue lace agate helps you develop and realize your inner peace. These stones affect the physical body, first at the densest  
levels, and then at the levels of some of the higher bodies as well.

Bodhisatva: In Buddhism, the title of a person so spiritually evolved that he or she no longer needs to incarnate but who 
chooses to return to this world of suffering in order to teach others.

Boline: A white-handled knife used by some Witches and Wiccans for carving items, especially items used in ritual. For 
example, it would be used to carve a sigil on a candle used in a ritual. For some, it would also be used for many daily cutting 
purposes. To people who use the white knife in this way, the better-known black-hilted knife, the Athame, is not used to cut  
anything physical. Rather, it is used to direct energy.
Also See: Athame

Bon: The ancient shamanic tradition of Tibet. Eventually, Buddhism supplanted Bon, but some of the Bon concepts were 
incorporated into it, giving Tibetan Buddhism its own unique patterns, magick, and character.

Book of Shadows: In modern Wicca, the standard title for a book of Wiccan rituals and teachings. Traditionally each Witch 
was required to copy out his or her own Book of Shadows by hand from the copy owned by his or her initiator. This is still  
commonly done in the more traditional covens, although many modern Wiccans and other Pagans use published books for 
the bulk of their ritual and instructional work… 

The term “Book of Shadows” does not occur in Western occult lore or the literature of Witchcraft before Gardner introduced it  
sometime around 1950. The title may have been borrowed from a 1949 article in the Occult Observer, “The Book of  
Shadows” by Mir Bahir, about a supposed system of Hindu divination by the measurement of the querent’s shadow.

Book of the Law: The Book of the Law, also known as Liber AL vel Legis, was channeled by Aleister Crowley in Cairo in 
1904 from a "praeternatural" entity calling himself Aiwass. It is divided into three sections, respectively attributed to the 
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Egyptian deities Nuit, Hadit, and Ra-Hoor-Khuit. Its chief tenets are "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law," "Love 
is the law, love under will," and "Every man and every woman is a star."

Breaks: Interruptions in concentration. Aleister Crowley gave techniques to develop concentration and overcome these 
breaks.

Brehon: (from Irish breithamhain) - A medieval Irish judge or jurist; a specialist of the old Druidic class that survived 
Christianization. 

Briah: The "World of Creation." The second of four Qabalistic worlds, consisting of Chokmah and Binah. Briah is the realm of  
archangels. It is attributed to the element of water and the Hebrew letter Heh.

Broom: Originally a type of plant (“broom corn,” a variety of sorghum) used in making a tool for sweeping known as a 
besom, it eventually became used as the name of the tool itself. In Wicca and Witchcraft, a broom or besom is sometimes 
used for banishing or in handfasting rituals. The herb is poisonous and magically associated with the element of air.

Bruja: Pronounced “broo-hah” (with the “r” rolled), it is Spanish for “Witch,” it is often used in Mexico to describe woman who 
use folk magic. With the impact of Christianity, it has developed a negative connotation for many people.

Brujeria: Pagan magickal traditions primarily from Mexico and Central America combined with a Catholic veneer. Beliefs are 
similar to those held by Pagans all over the world. In the U.S., brujeria is popular in Latino areas commonly known as 
barrios, and specialized stores to serve the needs of practitioners (women are brujas; males are brujos) may be found there.

Brujo: Pronounced “broo-hoe” (with the “r” rolled), it is Spanish for “wizard,” it is often used in Mexico to describe people who 
use folk magic. With the impact of Christianity, it has developed a negative connotation for many people.

Buddhism: A spiritual tradition based on the teachings and beliefs attributed to Gautama Siddhartha, known as the Buddha, 
who is believed to have lived in the 6th century b.c.e. Although people not familiar with this philosophy believe Buddha is 
considered a god, this is not so. In fact, the term Buddha simply means “enlightened one.” Since Buddhism is not about a 
specific deity, it is debatable to claim that Buddhism is a religion unless it is considered a non-theistic religion. Buddhism was 
a response to the strict rules of Hinduism and has many beliefs in common with Hinduism. The goal of Buddhist practices is  
to avoid pain and suffering by not having attachments to things in this world. The result of this would be to eliminate the need 
to incarnate and no longer face suffering in the physical world. Some who achieve this level, however, choose to return and 
teach others. They are known as Bodhisatvas.

Cabala: Cabala...is a system of mysticism with its origins in Judaism, stemming in part from the "chariot" visions of first-
century mystics, in part from Gnosticism and Neoplatonism, in part from the theological speculations of medieval Spanish 
Jews, and in part from later thinkers. For many centuries, cabala was the accepted form of mysticism and theology within 
Judaism, but for the most part it has now fallen out of favor in religious contexts. Nevertheless, many rabbis and Jewish 
scholars still take an interest in it. As a philosophy and as a way of looking at God and the universe, it survives in yet wider 
quarters. Especially in the form developed by Christian enthusiasts in the Italian Renaissance and by 19th-centur Christian 
and pagan occultists, cabalism retains vast importance as the key to mystical thinking outside of the mainstream and to the 
practice of ceremonial magic.
Also See: Kabbalah, Qabalah, Qabala

Cabinet: During the heyday of Spiritism, some people wanted to make sure that the medium was not cheating during a 
séance. They created enclosures in which the medium was restrained, but with a curtain to hide the medium in the dark. 
Unusual paranormal phenomena would appear from within the cabinet.

Cadent: Cadent houses in the birth chart (3rd, 6th, 9th, and 12th) are said to be less forceful; planets placed in these houses 
may operate on a more mental or detached level.

Cancer: The best quality of Cancer is the ability to nurture the self and others.  The worst quality is holding on to things too 
tightly, or smothering.  A key phrase is "I feel.” The Cancer personality is family and home oriented.  The emotional well-being 
of the home environment is key to Cancer's emotional balance, which is even-tempered when it flows.  When opposed, the 
Cancerian temperament can display other water characteristics, like freezing or flood stage emotions.  Never let the 
emotional side of Cancer fool you into thinking you are not leaders – this sign provides leadership in the feeling arena and 
can be influential in all areas where subjective feelings are important.

The Cancerian mind will often ask "how does this feel?" before deciding what action to take.  You are true to your belief 
system and may be difficult to steer into any activity you cannot support on the "gut" level.  This attention to inner feelings 
puts you in a good position in industries that appeal to the mass market, as you don't lose sight of individual preferences in 
the pursuit of the big picture.
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Cancer is a water sign.  Water takes the shape of the vessel that contains it, and water runs downhill.  The Cancer 
temperament will go with the flow when that is convenient, and can be quite happy if the vocational, relationship or 
recreational container suits the individual.  Sometimes you surprise people, though, when you resist going a certain direction 
"on principle."  Stick to those principles, as you set you apart from people who either don't seem to know what you really 
believe, or are not able to hold your ground in the face of opposition.

Generally you respond to others in a caring or nurturing context.  You may consider what will help move a process along, or 
you decide what people should wear or eat, based on your needs, not yours.  At the same time you can be a skillful manager, 
helping others to map out a clear, well-defined process for your activities.  You are good at keeping projects on track – you 
know how to find the strongest current in the river, and then keep your craft headed into that current.

Cancer: The Nurturer 
Key Phrase: I FEEL 

Cancer is expressed through feeling, and can be purely emotional. It embodies the qualities of protection and tenderness, 
and shows a high degree of sensitivity. As the Cardinal Water sign of the zodiac, Cancer initiates emotions, both in the self 
and others. Like its symbol, the Crab, Cancer can be indirect and defensive, and may even show a tendency toward 
manipulation and passive-aggression. The most patriotic of the signs, Cancer will defend home and country, and has a soft 
spot for mothers. Sensitive, sympathetic, and intuitive, this is the sign associated with mothering and lunar energy. When 
carried to an extreme, it can be smothering, moody, and suspicious. Where Cancer is found in your chart, there is receptivity 
and a need to be emotionally connected.

Candle Magic: “The use of candles in magic dates back many centuries, but the specific system of magic in which colored, 
anointed candles are the primary tools is a relatively recent innovation, developed in the nineteenth century out of Catholic 
devotional practices using candles of various kinds. The southern United States, with its rich heritage of hoodoo magic and 
African tradition, seems to be the homeland of candle magic, with New Orleans probably the original place of invention. 

“The basic practices of candle magic involve a detailed color symbolism in which red candles represent sexual desire, green 
stand for money, white for spirituality and healing, black for cursing and banishing, and so forth. Candles used in magic are 
“dressed” or anointed with specific oils, which are typically rubbed onto the candle from the middle out to both ends. A candle 
magic working may simply involve lighting one or more candles and reciting a charm while it burns; it may also involve 
rearranging candles on an altar to represent the rearrangement in the world that the working is intended to bring about. 

“Originally, candle magic was mostly practiced among Southern folk magicians of various kinds, but in recent decades it has 
spread far more widely. Many Witches and Pagans in the current Pagan revival movements make use of it, as do a great 
many occultists who simply picked up a book on the subject and found it to their liking.”

Capricorn: The best quality of Capricorn is diplomacy.  The worst quality is deceitfulness.  A key phrase is “I utilize.” To 
understand Capricorn, one must understand that there is not much difference between diplomacy and deceit.  Capricorns 
tend to be honest and conscientious in your dealings with other people, but you may learn through experience to not say 
everything you know.  You have the capacity to take the practical path to a material goal and leave the precise truth to 
someone else.  That said, Capricorns are responsible, self-disciplined individuals who can be very patient in the pursuit of 
your goals, and you generally act on a well-defined sense of moral right and wrong.  You recognize and accept duty as a part 
of life.

Thoughtful and methodical, Capricorns are the masters of synthesis.  You are methodical and organized in your thinking.  
Persistence is a quality that you cultivate.  You find power in self-control and mental concentration.

By temperament Capricorns are cautious.  You are subtle about how you gather the information you need, and you are subtle 
about how you apply your efforts to any task.  You make good managers because of your excellent sense of organization, but 
you can brood or be overly exacting in what you expect.  You are able to adapt situations to your own needs.  You tend to be 
somewhat conventional in dress and demeanor.

Capricorns are able to take advantage of circumstances.  You are mentally prepared to take action when the time is right, 
and you are efficient in your actions.  You can appear unsympathetic to the needs of others, yet you faithfully fulfill what you 
see as your duty.  While you sometimes seem rigid or selfish in your behavior, you are capable of self-sacrifice and are not 
unjust in your actions.  Going back to the key phrase, “I utilize,” it is helpful to remember that Capricorns make skillful use of 
the people and situations around you, and you are generally not concerned about the popularity of your actions.

Capricorn: The Pragmatist 
Key Phrase: I USE 

The most ambitious sign of the zodiac, Capricorn is focused, cautious, and sensible. As the Cardinal Earth sign of the zodiac, 
Capricorn knows how to make the best use of the material, physical plane. The patience and discipline seen in Capricorn can 
help to provide a stable foundation for growth. But Capricorn can also resist change and become controlling, inhibited, and 
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rigid. Symbolized by the Goat, Capricorn prefers the sure-footed path toward ascension, and will stand firm for a long time 
rather than back down. When hurt, Capricorn can be melancholy; when uncertain, driven by fears. Sometimes thought of as 
miserly, Capricorn rather prefers to be responsible and frugal, making the best use of all resources. Through its connection 
with the energy of Saturn, Capricorn desires to be the quintessential authoritarian. Where you see Capricorn in your chart, 
you find a need for structure and conscientious effort.

Cardinal: Assertive, ambitious, impatient. The cardinal signs are Aries, Cancer, Libra, and Capricorn.

Cardinal Points: Also known as the “cardinal directions,” they are the North, South, East, and West. Many magickal rituals 
are directed toward one of the cardinal points, and some rituals have work done at each point. In mathematics, points 
dividing the cardinal points, such as the northeast, southwest, etc., are known as “ordinal points,” but in magickal traditions 
they are frequently called “cross-quarter points.”

Carnelian: Carnelian is a translucent orange-red stone. It is a cryptocrystalline quartz, composed of silica. It is found in India 
and South America.

In ancient times carnelian was thought to still the blood and soften anger. It is a gem of the Earth, a symbol of the strength 
and beauty of our planet. It is good for people who are absent minded, confused or unfocused. It strengthens the voice and 
helps one become more eloquent and charitable. Carnelian carries the stories and records of our Earth and can be used to 
see into the past. This stone symbolizes good luck and contentment.

This gem does good things to the body just by wearing it, as it feeds energy molecules directly through the skin, just as one 
can breathe in prana by inhaling air. Carnelian is one of the few gems that harmonizes effectively with the elements of fire 
and earth today. It helps cleanse the liver if you hold the stone over the liver and massage the area.

Cauldron: The cauldron is a large metal vessel, usually made of iron. It is seen to be symbolic of the Goddess. Fires may be 
lit within it, or the cauldron may be filled with water and flowers. Despite popular misconceptions, brews are rarely created in 
the cauldron. 

Celt: (pronounced Kelt) - The ethnic group ancestral to the Irish, Scottish, Welsh, Cornish (of Cornwall), Breton, and Manx, 
and a high percentage of the French, Belgian and Swiss people. Celtic (pronounced either Kel-tik or Sel-tik) and Celtophile 
are derivatives of this word. 

Celtic: Of or relating to the Celtic people and languages.
Also See: Celt

Celtic Cross: A ten-card Tarot spread developed in the 1890s by a member or associate of the Golden Dawn. Taught to first-
level initiates of the Golden Dawn and widely used after publication by Arthur E. Waite in his Pictorial Key to the Tarot.

Card 1. The main question on your mind 
Card 2. A challenge within the situation 
Card 3. The foundation of the question, subconscious issues 
Card 4. The recent past 
Card 5. Conscious goals, what you think you can achieve 
Card 6. The near future 
Card 6. What you are bringing to the situation 
Card 8. How others affect the situation 
Card 9. Your hopes and fears 
Card 10. The outcome

Censer: An incense burner. Traditionally, a censer is a metal container, filled with incense, that is swung on the end of a 
chain.

Ceremonial Magick: Ceremonial Magick is one of the most complicated systems of spiritual attainment in the world. It is a 
mixture of Jewish, Christian and ancient Egyptian philosophy mixed with ancient Indian and Chaldean ideas spiced with a 
hint of earlier Paganism. This is mixed with the ceremonial aspects of Catholicism and Masonry. It usually heavily involves 
the study of the Kabalah, the mysticism of the world put into Jewish and Judeo-Christian terms.

Cernunnos: The Greek name for ancient Celtic god Uindos, son of Noudons, who is featured in a group of great epic tales 
and romances called the Fenian cycle. Most famous incarnation is as Finn Mac Cumhail.
Also See: Finn Mac Cumhail, Uindos

Chakras: A chakra is a spinning vortex of energy created within ourselves by the interpenetration of consciousness and the 
physical body. Through this combination, chakras become centers of activity for the reception, assimilation, and transmission 
of life energies. Uniting the chakras is what we experience as the "self." 
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The word chakra comes from the Sanskrit word for "wheel" or "disk" and originated within the philosophy of the ancient yoga 
systems of India.
Also See: Chakra

Chalice: A large goblet, frequently stemmed, used to hold wine in religious rituals. Also used to represent the element of 
Water in magickal rites.

Channeler: A person who allows a spirit to speak through them. This involves the (usually) willing participation of the 
channeler who temporarily allows a spirit to “possess” their body. A spirit medium may or may not be a channeler. Also known 
as a “trance medium” (and incorrectly a “transmedium”).
Also See: trance medium, transmedium

Channeling: A technique of communicating with a non-physical entity. The channeler or trance medium allows a non-
physical entity (usual a spirit) to inhabit or take over their body to they can more easily share information, guidance, etc.

Chant: The process of repeating sounds, words, or phrases. This can be done melodically or simply rhythmically. The goal is 
to induce an altered state of consciousness that may be used for magickal purposes.

Chaos Magic: A term coined by Peter Carroll in 1978 in his book Liber Null (published in the U.S. in combination with 
another work as Liber Null and Psychonaut) to describe a system of magick that its practitioners (who usually call themselves 
Chaoists or Chaotes) consider to be radically different from previous forms of magick. Important concepts in this tradition 
include the power of belief (expressed as “fake it until you make it”), the Gnostic state (being extremely focused) as 
necessary for most magick, and extreme eclecticism including the use of any belief system (even ones that are known to be 
entirely fictional) for the working of magickal rituals. Carroll, with Ray Sherwin, founded the Magical Pact of the Illuminates of 
Thanateros (IOT) which is an important force in the very loosely organized Chaos Magic movement.

Charging: To infuse an object with magical power.

Chariot: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered VII. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Zayin. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Chariot corresponds to the Hebrew letter Cheth and the 
astrological sign of Cancer.

Chesed: The fourth Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the middle Sephirah on the Pillar of Mercy. The term is a Hebrew 
word meaning "Mercy." It represents the archetype of the number 4, the merciful aspect of the Godhead. It corresponds to 
the divine name El, the archangel Tzadqiel, the angelic choir called Chashmalim, and Tzedek, or heavenly Sphere of Jupiter.

Chesed: In Chokmah is the Radix of blue and thence is there a blue colour pure and primitive, and glistening with a spiritual 
Light which is reflected unto Chesed. And the Sphere of its Operation is called Tzedek or justice and it fashioneth the images 
of material things, bestowing peace and mercy; and it ruleth the sphere of the action of the planet Jupiter. And Al is the title of 
a God strong and mighty, ruling in Glory, Magnificence and Grace. And the Archangel of Chesed is Tzadkiel, the prince of 
Mercy and Beneficence, and the Name of the Order of Angels is Chashmalim Brilliant Ones, who are also called the Order of 
Dominions or Dominations. The Sephira Chesed is also called Gedulah or Magnificence and Glory.

Cheth: The eighth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Ch or H. Represents the number 8. The fourth of the twelve "single letters." 
A Hebrew word meaning "fence" or "enclosure." Corresponds to Cancer, the 18th Path (between Binah and Geburah), and 
Tarot trump VII The Chariot.

Chi: This energy consists of static electricity, infrasound, infrared radiation, and magnetic fields. Chi is a complex form of 
energy that manifests itself in your vitality, your spirit, and your life.

Chinese Therapies: Also described as Oriental or Asian Medicine, Chinese Therapies is a term used to describe a wide 
assortment of practices for sound body, mind, and spirit. These include herbal remedies, acupuncture, acupressure and 
massage, energywork such as Chi Gung, and martial arts.

Chiromancy: The lines of the hand are what give palmists the most material for interpretation and analysis. The 
interpretation of the palm lines is called chiromancy.

Chiron: Chiron is an asteroid traveling in orbit between Saturn and Uranus. Although research on its effect on natal charts is 
not yet complete, it is believed to represent a key or doorway, healing, ecology, and a bridge between traditional and modern 
methods.

Chiron: In your birth chart, Chiron represents your deeper sense of purpose, and adds a subtle yet powerful drive to achieve 
a connection to higher values. Chiron may also indicate areas of vulnerability or emotional wounding which need special 
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attention. Authorities have not yet determined Chiron’s influence is so well-established that many astrologers include it along 
with the Sun, Moon, and planets in their basic natal chart analyses.

Chokmah: The second Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the topmost Sephirah on the Pillar of Mercy. The term is a 
Hebrew word meaning "Widsom." It represents the archetype of the number 2, the masculine aspect of the Godhead. It 
corresponds to the divine name Yah, the archangel Raziel, the angelic choir called Ophanim (Wheels) and the Mazloth, or 
heavenly Sphere of the Zodiac.

Chokmah: In Chokmah is a cloud-like grey which containeth various colours and is mixed with them, like a transparent pearl-
hued mist, yet radiating withal, as if behind it there was a brilliant glory. And the Sphere of its influence is in Masloth, the 
Starry Heaven, wherein it disposeth the forms of things. And Yah is the Divine Ideal Wisdom, and its Archangel is Ratziel, the 
Prince or Princes of the knowledge of hidden and concealed things, and the name of its Order of Angels is Auphanim, the 
Wheels or the Whirling Forces which are also called the Order of Kerubim.

Chrysolite: A golden yellow variety of peridot. It supposedly can help prevent fever and madness.

Chrysoprase: Although having a name similar to Chrysolite, Chrysoprase is completely different. It is a form of chalcedony 
(considered by some to be the most valuable form of this stone), a member of the quartz family. It is generally a translucent 
bluish-green or apple-green. It is claimed to improve vision and bring joy.

Chthonic: Deities, spirits or anything connected or related to the Underworld. It is derived from the Greek word khthonios 
which means “of the earth.” Some of the oldest beliefs retained within Wicca/Witchcraft originate from the Neolithic period 
during which we find many chthonic elements apparent in the primitive religions of this era.

Cipher Test: A code set up by a person that he or she intends to use to prove that they are actually communicating after their 
death.

Circle: The magic circle is drawn in the astral world about the Magus and the place where the ritual is worked. It forms a 
division between the magical place and the ordinary world, setting the interior space apart. This allows the region inside the 
circle to hold a heightened charge of magical potency, and because it is a pure space devoted to worship and magic, it 
permits the manifestation of spiritual Intelligences that could not be readily perceived in the ordinary environment. The circle 
also acts as a barrier that protects the Magus from the intrusion of discordant, chaotic forces that seek to disrupt 
communications with higher spiritual beings, or even to harm the Magus in emotional and physical ways.

The circle is always inscribed from the inside, ideally from the center, in a sunwise direction, and visualized as a glowing or 
flaming band of light that sustains itself in the air at the level of the heart. Often a corresponding physical circle of the same 
radius is marked on the floor of the chamber beforehand; but the magic circle does not actually exist until it is made in the 
astral by a deliberate act of will. For convenience, the circle is made of a size great enough to enclose the ritual place. A 
single ritualist, if working without an altar in a confined space, might project a circle of six feet in diameter. With an altar at the 
center, the circle might be nine feet in diameter to permit movement around the altar. Since the circle is drawn in the astral, it 
can be made larger than the actual physical chamber.

Whatever its size, the circle should always be large enough to comfortably hold all who work within it. Because the circle is 
magically real, even though immaterial, it must never be casually broken. It is extended from the heart center of the Magus 
clockwise from the point of the right index finger, or the point of the wand, sword, or knife. It should be reabsorbed at the end 
of the ritual in through the left index finger, or magical instrument held in the left hand, by retracing it widdershins—against 
the course of the Sun. It must never be stepped through, although this is a common mistake among occultists. To disregard 
the substantiality of the circle is to weaken it, and so render it a less useful tool.

circle: Another name for a group of people having a séance.

Circumambulation: A term most often used by ceremonial magicians describing moving within a magickal circle either as 
part of a ritual or as a way of raising magickal energy.

Clairaudience: One of several psychic abilities, this is the description of supranormal auditory talents, allowing a person to 
hear beyond the normal purview of the ears. Sometimes used to hear a message from a spirit.

Clairsentience: One of several psychic abilities, this is a description of general supranormal feelings. That is, a person with 
this ability can sense or feel something beyond the normal purview of the physical senses. Sometimes described as a 
“knowing” of some information.

Clairvoyance: One of several psychic abilities, this is the description of supranormal visual talents, allowing a person to see 
beyond the normal purview of the eyes. Such visual ability may allow a person to see past or future events or present events 
which were not physically observed. Also the ability to see non-physical things such as spirits.
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Clairvoyante: A woman with the power of clairvoyance. A mental medium.

Cold Reading: A technique used primarily by fake psychics and false mediums to deceive people. The basic principle of cold 
reading is that people can be pumped for information and then made to believe that this data was received supernaturally. 
This is combined with people’s almost egocentric tendency to find serious meaning in general statements. Most people help 
the “miracle” along by tending to read deeper into something than is justified.

Coll: The ninth letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter C and meaning "hazel."

Hazel is associated with salmon in Celtic lore.... Coll represents creativity, poetry, divination, and mediation.

Collective Apparition: An apparition seen by more than one person simultaneously.

Cone of Power: Expression primarily used in Pagan traditions signifying a visualized cone with the point up and the edge of 
the cone matching the ritual circle used for containing magickal energy that is raised in a ritual before being directed to its 
goal. May be used by an individual or group. In the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn this was described as a “vortex of 
energy” and was built up via circumambulation.

Conjunction: (0 degrees)--Planets that are together in the zodiac. Indicates prominence of the two energies.

Conjunction: Conjunction occurs when bodies are 0 degrees apart. The influence of the conjunction is variable, depending 
upon the nature of the two bodies or points involved. It indicates a unification and intensification of planetary energies.

Contact Mind Reading: A technique, traditionally used in the beginning of training for the development of telepathy, where 
one person reads the mind of another while lightly touching the other person (usually holding the hand or an arm). Also 
known a muscle reading or Hellstromism, after the performer Hellstrom who demonstrated this in public shows. To develop 
true mind reading, first learn contact mind reading, then, instead of touching the person, connect with the person through a 
hard objects such as a yardstick or broom handle. Once that is perfected, replace the hard object with a soft one such as a 
handkerchief. When that is perfected, eliminated the physical contact, but look at the person’s eyes. Finally, perform tests 
without looking at the person.

Cookbook: A book filled with recipes for creating various foods. Llewellyn Publications has published many cookbooks that 
allow people to enjoy certain styles of cooking, as well as prepare foods that enhance body, mind, and spirit, or just taste 
great.

Cookbooks: A book filled with recipes for creating various foods. Llewellyn Publications has published many cookbooks that 
allow people to enjoy certain styles of cooking, as well as prepare foods that enhance body, mind, and spirit, or just taste 
great.

Correspondences: A method of assigning meaning and interdependent connections to the various aspects of the visible and 
invisible worlds wherein each color, sound, metal, plant, animal, organs of the human body, or anything in the material world, 
is said to have its origin in the invisible through specific energetic signatures. Astrology plays a significant role in assigning 
and deciding correspondences.

Court Cards: The Page, Knight, Queen, and King of each suit of the Tarot. Some decks may use other names, such as 
Princes and Princesses, for certain court cards.

Coven: A group of practitioners of Witchcraft. Traditionally composed of thirteen or fewer people, some covens are as small 
as two or three while others are much larger in number.

Covenstead: In Wicca, the meeting place of a coven.
Also See: coven

Cowan: Term used by Witches and Wiccans to mean someone who is an outsider; not of the Craft. Similar to the term 
“Muggle” used in the Harry Potter novels.

Craft: A shorter version of Witchcraft and used instead of that term or Wicca. It is also used by Freemasons to describe their 
fraternity without publicly naming it.
Also See: Craft, The, The Craft

Crazy Lace Agate: Crazy lace agate, also known as Mexican agate, is an attractive, white, opaque stone, patterned like a 
beautiful, multicolored paisley cloth. It is a cryptocrystalline quartz, found in Mexico.

In ancient times, this agate was worn to placate the gods, and to give courage. It will sharpen your sight, help the eyes, 
illuminate your mind, allow you to be more eloquent and give vitality. It keeps the wearer well-balanced and serious. Lace 
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agate strengthens the Sun in its wearer, and improves the ego and self-esteem. It gives you a feeling of consolation despite 
the hardships of life. It has been considered symbolical of the third eye, and the symbol of the spiritual love of good. It helps 
to banish fear. It is a good general healing stone.

Creative Visualization: Creative visualization involves the fashioning of an image in the conscious mind and the charging 
(and constant recharging) of that image by the enormous psychic energy of the unconscious.

Crisis Apparition: An apparition seen on (or just before or after) the anniversary of their death.

Cross Correspondences: Some sort of message from non-physical entities such as spirits.

Crossroads: The intersection of two roads, such a location is sometimes a locus of paranormal activity. This may be related 
to the ancient worship of the Greek goddess Hekate. Besides being the goddess of the home, of newborns, and of Witches, 
she was also considered the goddess of the crossing of three roads. Often, a small pile of stones at such sites would mark 
the location of her worship. By the end of the sixteenth century, such worship was downplayed and the location of three 
roads (tri via) resulted in a word, trivial, meaning ordinary, commonplace, or vulgar. In the early 1900s, Trivialities was the title 
of a book by L.P. Smith which popularized the term as meaning “things of little consequence.”
Also See: crossroad

Crowley: Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) was the foremost ceremonial magician of the first half of the 20th century. He was 
born in Leamington, England, on October 12, 1875, the son of fanatical Plymouth Brethren. His mother called him the Beast 
of Revelation, whose number is 666, and Crowley embraced this identification. He attended Cambridge and began to study 
occultism. He was an accomplished chess player, mountain climber, and poet. In 1898, he joined the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn. In 1903, he married Rose Kelly. In 1904, while on an extended honeymoon with Rose in Cairo, he received 
The Book of the Law from a "praeternatural" entity calling himself Aiwass. This book identified Crowley as the Logos of a 
New Aeon, and Crowley spent the rest of his life trying to spread the new religion. He died in a rooming house in Hastings 
December 1, 1947.

Cryptozoology: The search for and scientific study of animals whose existence is mythic or unproven, ranging from the 
sheep with the Golden Fleece to Bigfoot and "Nessie" (the Loch Ness Monster).

Crystal: A crystal is a solid material with a regular internal arrangement of atoms. Because of this orderly composition, it may 
form the smooth external surfaces called faces that allow us to see into the crystal when it is clear. Most all stones are made 
in part of silica. The presence of this silica is what gives crystals their luminosity and crystal clearness. Crystal is brittle—as 
we are—and as such is a reflection of ourselves. As we shatter our being, it is seen to be rigid and crystalline in structure. 
Crystals are described as being clear, milky, having rainbow prisms within, or having fractures visible along their length.

Crystals: A crystal is a solid material with a regular internal arrangement of atoms. Because of this orderly composition, it 
may form the smooth external surfaces called faces that allow us to see into the crystal when it is clear. Most all stones are 
made in part of silica. The presence of this silica is what gives crystals their luminosity and crystal clearness. Crystal is brittle
—as we are—and as such is a reflection of ourselves. As we shatter our being, it is seen to be rigid and crystalline in 
structure. Crystals are described as being clear, milky, having rainbow prisms within, or having fractures visible along their 
length. 

Crystals and Gems: A crystal is a solid material with a regular internal arrangement of atoms. Because of this orderly 
composition, it may form the smooth external surfaces called faces that allow us to see into the crystal when it is clear. Most 
all stones are made in part of silica. The presence of this silica is what gives crystals their luminosity and crystal clearness. 
Crystal is brittle—as we are—and as such is a reflection of ourselves. As we shatter our being, it is seen to be rigid and 
crystalline in structure. Crystals are described as being clear, milky, having rainbow prisms within, or having fractures visible 
along their length.

Crystals and Gems: Types of stones given value by their beauty of color, clarity, and shape. The term is usually attributed to 
those stones of color that are not clear quartz by those who use such stones for mental, physical, or spiritual healing and 
attunement. Each gem is associated with various qualities or powers determined by historical attributions (amethyst, for 
example, is said to prevent drunkenness), color magic, or modern research and experimentation.

Cube of Space: A model, found in the Sepher Yetzirah, of how the invisible energies expressed by the Hebrew alphabet 
interact with one another to create the invisible worlds.

CúChullain: (koo-khullin) - The great epic hero of old Ulster stories such as the "Cattle Raid of Cooley." He was the 
incarnation or manifestation of the Celtic high god of Lugus (Lugh or Llew). 

Cult: From the Latin cultus, meaning “care, cultivation, worship” by way of the French culte. In English it was originally used 
in the 17th century to mean “worship” or “a particular form of worship.” It referred to the homage paid to a deity. Thus, 
Christianity, Judaism, Protestantism, Islam, etc. are all cults by the original meaning of the term. It went out of use in the 18th 
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century, but was revived in the middle of the 19th century as a descriptive term of ancient or primitive forms of worship. Thus, 
Shamanism, Druidism, and Paganism are cults according to the 19th century definition. In recent years the term has come to 
mean a group, frequently relatively small in number, that is perceived as spreading false teachings, taking advantage of 
members or outsiders, and/or is “evil.” In this sense it is sometimes used as an epithet by members of one group—usually 
larger in number and having a longer historical existence—against those of a group that the first one doesn’t like. Thus, to 
some sects of Christians, Pagans, Satanists, the Seventh Day Adventists, and the Church of Jesus Christ of the Later Day 
Saints (the Mormons) are types of cults. 

In the early 19th century, the term also started to be used to describe extreme devotion to a person or thing. Today this is 
popularized in the expression, “cult of personality.” That is, some people regard a leader or product with misplaced or 
excessive admiration, ignoring or denying any facts that would show this admiration to be misplaced.

Cups: One of the four suits of the Tarot, corresponding to the modern Hearts and to the clergy of medieval society. In the 
system of the Golden Dawn, corresponds to the element of Water and the first Heh of Tetragrammaton.
Also See: Coupes, Chalices

Curandera: Pronounced “kur-ahn-dehr-rah,” it is Spanish for “female healer.”

Curandero: Pronounced “kur-ahn-dehr-ro,” it is Spanish for “healer,” it differs from doctor or nurse (in Spanish, doctor or 
enfermera) in that it refers to a person who uses alternative healing methods, including herbal methods and magic for 
healing. In some ways, Curandero also means a “good Witch.”

Cusp: A dividing line between signs or Daath: The Qabalistic Sephirah of Daath is the conjunction of Chokmah and Binah on 
the Tree of Life, the Child of Wisdom and Understanding--knowledge. It refers to the symbolic sphere formed within or above 
the Ruach by means of experience obtained, and this assimilated becomes transmuted into intuition and faculty of mind. But 
fundamentally it is the ascent of the Dragon or, if you wish, an upwelling of the Unconscius archetypes--a highly dangerous 
and unbalancing ascent, until they are assimilated to consciousness--which first renders Daath a possibility.

Daeg: The 23rd rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter d. 

DAEG is symbolic of increase and growth, and a major period of increase and prosperity is often introduced by this rune.
Also See: Dagaz

Dagaz: The 23rd (or 24th) rune of the Elder Futhark, corresponding to the letter d. 

The meaning of the name of this rune is quite clear: daeg, dag, Tag, "day." ...like Jera, Dagaz is a rune of change. Jera is a 
rune of gentle change, whereas Dagaz is the rune of cataclysmic change.
Also See: Daeg

Daleth: The fourth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, D or Dh. Represents the number 4. The third of the seven "double letters." 
A Hebrew word meaning "door." Corresponds to the planet Venus, the 14th Path (between Chokmah and Binah), and Tarot 
trump III The Empress.
Also See: Dalet

Dark Night of the Soul: Term now familiar in Western mystical psychology: 16th-century Spanish Carmelite St. John of the 
Cross (whose writings reveal much Qabalistic understanding) used it to describe the intense desolation which characterized 
the eighth of his ten stages of spiritual ascent, corresponding to the experience of Binah, the Third Sephira.

Darts: A small, narrow, pointed missile. Today, a game is played where darts are tossed at a circular target. The location of 
the dart on the board determines the score, and there are many game variations. According to Lewis Spence, the Laplanders 
used darts in a form of magick. The darts were made of lead and were only a few inches long. They would throw these 
against their absent enemies, and believed this would result in giving them horrible pains and ailments. From his description, 
this was a form of sympathetic magic.

Death: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XIII. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Mem and the heaven of Jupiter and Mars. In the system of the Golden Dawn, Death corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Nun and the astrological sign of Scorpio.
Also See: La Mort

Death: The result of the body and brain ceasing to function. For those who believe that the soul or spirit continues after the 
body and brain cease to function, this period is also known as “transition.” Beliefs as to what happens after transition vary, 
from a period of nothing and awaiting final resurrection, to a period of rest and recuperation or a training period to prepare for 
reincarnation.
Also See: La Mort
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Debunker: A person who attempts to disprove false beliefs, facts, or information. Some debunkers, rather than doing this, 
attempt to disprove any beliefs, facts, or information that refutes their own beliefs, often relying on such techniques as 
misrepresentation, “straw man” arguments, and ridicule rather than using science or logic.

Deja Vu: The feeling that current experiences are repetitions of something that has happened previously.
Also See: dejavu

Demon CO: A humorous reference to carbon monoxide. When charcoal for incense is burned, it can exhaust the air of 
oxygen and replace it with carbon monoxide (chemical formula: CO). The lack of oxygen can cause dizziness, sickness, 
unconsciousness, or death. A magician should always have plenty of air in a room when burning incense.

Deosil: Clockwise. The term is usually used to refer to the direction of a witch's dance or Circle-casting.

Detriment: The sign opposite the sign of rulership. This is a sign where the planet's energy requires effort in order to be 
successful.

Deva: A divine being according to Hindu beliefs; a devil or evil spirit according to Zoroastrianism.

Devil: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XV. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Samekh and the heaven of Mercury. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Devil corresponds to the Hebrew 
letter Ayin and the astrological sign of Capricorn.
Also See: Le Diable

Dianic Wicca: This is a Wiccan path that focuses on the strong female Deity Diana. Dianic groups often allow only women 
members and may concentrate only on Goddess energy. Specifically, they work with the image of Goddess as maiden, 
mother, and crone, known as the Triple Goddess.

Digambara: Literally “clothed with the directions of space; sky-clad” That is, wears nothing other than space; naked. The 
name of one of the two major sects of the Jain tradition wherein the males possess no property and wear no clothes. In some 
Tantric traditions, devotional or magickal rituals are performed digambara. It is theorized by some that Gerald Gardner may 
have used the term "skyclad" for ritual nudity in Wicca as a result of his years in India where he may have witnessed this.
Also See: Skyclad

Dignities: Elemental characteristics of tarot cards (i.e., associations with water, fire, earth, or air) that interact with one 
another to weaken or strengthen particular cards in a spread.

Dignity: A classical astrology term used to indicate comfort or standing of a planet in a particular sign.

Direct Voice Phenomenon: The hearing of voices, usually sharing of information or answering questions, primarily during a 
séance. The voices are heard coming from near the medium or out of a megaphone known as a “horn” or “trumpet.” The 
voice does not come from the medium. 

One of the most famous cases of DVP took place during séances given by “Margery.” While being tested by Houdini, she had 
to breathe into a device that would visually indicate that she could not be using her own voice. Houdini claimed that he 
proved her a fake, but his assistant later claimed that the master magician had him plant fake evidence.
Also See: DVP

Direct Writing: During a séance, the appearance of writing on a surface that was unmarked. It may appear all at once, either 
suddenly or gradually, or it may appear letter by letter. Supposedly, the writing is from a spirit.

Discarnate: Literally “outside of the body,” it is a synonym for ghost, spirit, or non-physical entity.

Disk of Shadows: A modern play on the term “Book of Shadows,” a Wiccan practitioner’s book of magical and spiritual 
rituals, rites, information and knowledge that would be copied by hand from the one used by the practitioner’s teacher or 
coven. In the computer age, some practitioners now store this information on a computer disk rather than in a book. Hence, a 
“Disk of Shadows.” When kept on removable media from earlier computers it was known as a "Floppy Disk of Shadows."

Divination: The word divination is based on a Latin word that means "the faculty of foreseeing.” The word comes from the 
Latin word for "divine power," or "of the gods." This indicates that the true meaning of the word divination is "to make divine."

Far from being a superstitious practice, the art of divination reveals itself as a spiritual science that seeks to discover the 
divine meaning behind "chance" events. Divination has existed as a tool for psychic well-being and spiritual health long 
before modern psychology was born, although the later science has often borrowed heavily from the former. 
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Divination: By stars, cards, and alphabets. These are the three most popular methods of divination that have survived into 
the twentieth-century. The three occult sciences governing these oracular techniques are astrology (divination by the 
placement of the stars), cartomancy (divination by the random fall of the tarot or playing cards), and numerology (divination 
by the numbers concealed in the letters of a name or the digits of a birth date). 

Divination and Fortunetelling: 
Also See: Divination, Fortunetelling

Divining Rods: Tools used for Water Witching or Dowsing. They are shaped like an “L” and two are usually used, the short 
ends of each held in loose fists by the dowser. The long ends are pointed forward, and the movements of those ends indicate 
the discovery of water or another goal. Some versions include a “witness chamber,” a small compartment usually near the 
end of the rods. When a dowser is seeking a mineral, a sample of the mineral is placed in the chamber and the rods then 
move in relation to the location of the sample. 

Anther popular version of a divining rod is a simple, Y-shaped, forked stick. The diviner holds an end of the stick in each 
hand, leaving the long end pointing forward. The motion of that long end, especially up and down, indicates the location and 
distance of the desired substance. The shape of the forked stick makes it a small version of the Pagan Stang.
Also See: Divining Rod

Doreen Valiente: (1922-1999) Born Doreen Edith Dominy. She became one of the first initiates of Gerald Gardner, and 
eventually his High Priestess. In this role she was able to influence many of the writings that became the bedrock for modern 
Witchcraft. Her most well-known writing is her rendition of “The Charge of the Goddess” which is still used by many covens 
today.

Dowsing: To use a divining rod to search for a thing, usually water or minerals.

Dowsing: The ability to discover underground water sources (or hidden objects or people) using a pendulum or a divining 
rod.

Drawing Down the Moon: A ritual in which the Goddess is drawn into the body of the High Priestess. Traditionally the rite is 
performed by the High Priest, leaving the High Priestess open to receive the Goddess. A new expression, “Drawing Down the 
Sun,” is sometimes used to describe a ritual wherein the God is drawn into the body of the High Priest. Thus invoked, the 
Goddess or God can communicate with practitioners and enjoy the experience of having a physical body.

Dreams: Most versions of magical theory consider dreaming to be a form of awareness of the astral realm, and deliberate 
control of dreams has been practiced y a variety of different magical traditions as a way of astral travel. 

The study and interpretation of dreams is also a very old and widely practiced form of divination. Handbooks of dream 
interpretation have been available since ancient Greek times, if not before; most of them, like their modern equivalents, give 
long lists of objects or persons, along with the meaning of each if it appears in a dream. The focus on dreams in modern 
psychology is thus only a recent form of a very old (and generally occult) tradition.

Druid: Pre-Roman spiritual leaders of Europe, there is much speculation and relatively little factual documentation about 
them. They seem to have been involved with divination, incantations, healing, magic, advising royalty, carrying history in 
song. Druidry was an oral tradition, hence the minimal documentation. 

Druids were said to meet in groves (especially of oak) and in caves. They were seen as anti-Roman, so Rome (under 
Augustus) forbade the practice of Druidry and the armies (and later the Christians) would destroy their sacred areas and burn 
them. 

There was a Druid center of learning on the island of Anglesey (Ynys Môn) in Wales. Druids assembled there for training 
from all over Europe, although the oral secrets revealed there are not known. Rome eventually invaded the island and 
destroyed the groves. 

Today, many of their mysteries are being rediscovered.

Druidiactos: (also Druidiaxtos)The Celtic religious movement returning to the traditional pre-Christian values, customs and 
faith of the Celtic people. 

Druidism: Druidism is the cultural and spiritual heritage of the Celtic peoples, a polytheistic religion originating in the archaic 
proto-Indo-European past. It was carried into Western Europe by Indo-European tribes speaking Celtic dialects. Druidism is a 
spiritual path in harmony with the natural flow of the cosmos. It is one of the many folk or “earth” religions that can brig us 
back into reverence for living things and the disciplines of hard work, productivity, physical strength and health. It beckons us 
to follow the wisdom of our ancestors. 
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Druids: Pre-Roman spiritual leaders of Europe, there is much speculation and relatively little factual documentation about 
them. They seem to have been involved with divination, incantations, healing, magic, advising royalty, carrying history in 
song. Druidry was an oral tradition, hence the minimal documentation. 

Druids were said to meet in groves (especially of oak) and in caves. They were seen as anti-Roman, so Rome (under 
Augustus) forbade the practice of Druidry and the armies (and later the Christians) would destroy their sacred areas and burn 
them. 

There was a Druid center of learning on the island of Anglesey (Ynys Môn) in Wales. Druids assembled there for training 
from all over Europe, although the oral secrets revealed there are not known. Rome eventually invaded the island and 
destroyed the groves. 

Today, many of their mysteries are being rediscovered.

Dryad: A tree spirit or forest guardian.

Dualism: A philosophical belief that there are two opposing forces in the universe that are always contending or seeking 
balance with each other. These can be seen in concepts of male/female, yin/yang, mind/body, god/goddess, good/evil. Some 
spiritual traditions accept this duality. For example some Christian traditions believe that an individual is a soul “trapped” 
within a body and some Pagan traditions see the highest form of the Divine in the forms of a God and a Goddess. 

The opposite of dualism is monism.

Duir: The seventh letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, corresponding to the letter D and meaning "oak."

Oak is one of the most important trees to the Celts. Duir is a word meaning solidity, steadfastness, and protection.
Also See: Dair

Dweller on the Threshold: An expression invented by Sir Edward Bulwer-Lytton (1803–1873) in his novel Zanoni (1842) to 
describe a phenomenon frequently encountered by people on a spiritual path. As people spiritually progress, they meet and 
overcome many challenges. Perhaps the most frightening is the Dweller on the Threshold who blocks the way to further 
progress. Some people claim the Dweller is a manifestation of who you have been. Since most people don’t want to give up 
their past, this Dweller is quite a challenge to overcome. It is similar to the concept of facing up to past actions (including from 
past lives) and overcoming them.
houses in a chart. Eadha: The 19th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter E and meaning "aspen." 

Eadha is an indication that you have the necessary qualities to endure and overcome negative situations. Eadha encourages 
and protects you through life's difficult periods. It is a sign that you will ultimately succeed if you stick to the task.
Also See: Edad

Earth Energies: The belief that there are natural energy paths that run through the earth. These paths can be detected in a 
variety of ways such as through dowsing. It is believed that ancient cultures placed objects such as standing stones or even 
temples at points where the paths converged. In the West, these lines of energy are often called Ley Lines. In the East, 
sciences developed around the study of these paths. In India, it was called Vaastu (or Vastu). In China, Vaastu evolved into 
Feng Shui. Importantly, if people know how, they can use this energy for a variety of purposes such as healing and success. 

Sometimes related to earth energies is the concept called the Gaia Theory. This is the idea that the earth and everything on it 
form a living, self-regulating entity. The energies of these living things form the basis of the earth energies.
Also See: dowsing, feng shui

Earthbound: The spirit or soul of a deceased person that, for some reason, is trapped on earth and unable to spiritually 
evolve. Reasons for being earthbound include a spirit’s need to give a message to someone, the atonement for an act 
committed while living, fear of “moving on,” watching over a loved one, etc.
Also See: earth bound

Earthquake Effect: A spectacular paranormal phenomena produced by the medium D.D. Home (pronounced “hume”) where 
an entire room would shake, as if there were an earthquake.

Eclectic Wicca: A Wiccan neotradition created by selecting concepts and practices from other faiths and traditions, or from 
non-religious or completely original concepts.

Ecliptic: (Astrology) The great circle of sun’s apparent path through the sky. This circle is divided into 12 zones (30 degrees 
each). Each zone is associated with a specific constellation or sign. The tropical zodiacal system, the one most used in 
Western astrology, links 0 degrees of the sign Aries with the Vernal Equinox (around March 21).
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Ecto Mist: A misty or cloudy substance that had been recorded on film. It often has the appearance of fog and may not have 
been visible to the eyes.

Ectoplasm: A viscous substance said to come from the spirit world. Usually milky white in color when visible, this substance, 
is claimed to be the means by which spirits produce poltergeist or telekinetic activity. Highly controversial during the heyday 
of séances, it would sometimes become physical by way of a “physical medium,” being exuded from her orifices, solar 
plexus, or fingertips. The substance is said to be “plastic,” that is, highly moldable, and can form faces, limbs, or complete 
human figures. Often accompanied by an acrid smell similar to ozone.

Egregore: An energized astral form produced consciously or unconsciously by human agency. In particular, (a) a strongly 
characterized form, usually an archetypal image, produced by the imaginative and emotional energies of a religious or 
magical group collectively, or (b) an astral shape of any kind, deliberately formulated by a magician to carry a specific force.

Egypt: A country in North Africa considered part of the Middle East. Known formally today as the Arab Republic of Egypt, it is 
popular today among mystics, occultists, and magicians due to its ancient, highly developed civilization and the amazing 
remnants of that civilization, the massive temples, burial memorials, pyramids, and might sphinx. 

The pictographic written language of the ancient Egyptians in the form of hieroglyphs amazed both archeologists and 
occultists. Many occultists made assumptions (sometimes wild assumptions) as to the meaning of the symbols even before 
the key to their decipherment, the Rosetta Stone, was translated (originally by Thomas Young in 1814 but expanded on and 
credited to Jean-François Champollion in the 1820s). Mystical and spiritual texts were often translated literally, making them 
seem foolish. Thus, Aleister Crowley reinterpreted a text that had been described as the “Headless One” as the more 
mystically appropriated “Bornless One.” 

Egypt has been credited as being the source of many kinds of magic. Some of these ideas are legitimate, while others are 
highly questionable. Some place the origination of the Freemasons and at least one Rosicrucian group in ancient Egypt. 
Occult groups such as the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn and the Ordo Templi Orientis use Egyptian symbolism and 
ideas in some of their rituals.

Egyptian: Having to do with Egypt
Also See: Egypt

Ehwaz: The 19th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter e. 

EHWAZ is a rune of physical movement, physical shifts, or new dwelling places. Its main significance is change, but a 
change for the better and usually an anticipated one.

Ehwaz: Most runologists agree that this rune indicates a pair of horses.... The most obvious meaning of Ehwaz implies 
vehicles and control of vehicles.

Eihwaz: The 13th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the sound ei. 

To the ancients, the yew which this rune symbolizes was a powerful ally in their daily lives. It was the most important tree to 
the Nordic peoples, more important even than the oak, being not only the best tree for making their formidable longbows but 
also the tree Yggdrasil, the Great Tree which forms all the nine worlds of men and spirits in Nordic mythology. This rune has 
powerful associations with protection.

Eihwaz: Eihwaz represents Yggdrasill. However, it also resembles the human spine or backbone, which supports the rest of 
the body. ...daring is certainly a concept linked with this rune.

Elder Futhark: The German rune alphabet of 24 characters used c. 200 b.c.e. to 800 c.e.

Electional: Electional astrology is utilized in choosing the most appropriate time to begin something. The intent is to achieve 
a successful outcome, and the rules applied are very specifically set toward that end. Many of the rules have their foundation 
in horary astrology, the counterpart to this work…Unlike horary, which answers after the fact, electional astrology approaches 
the matter beforehand and “elects” an appropriate time to achieve a desired outcome. Though the rules are the same, they 
are applied differently.

Electromagnetic Fields (EMF): Ghostly activity is frequently accompanied by changes in an area’s electromagnetic fields. 
Paranormal investigators use EMF detectors to discover paranormal “hot spots.” Sudden changes can also indicate that 
some sort of unusual activity is about to begin.
Also See: EMF

Electronic Voice Phenomenon: A spiritual voice that is recorded on tape or disk. Although paranormal investigators may be 
able to reproduce EVP at sites of hauntings, amateur investigators have had great success in producing such recordings in 
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graveyards. The technique involves using a recorder and microphone turned to maximum recording levels. The result is the 
recording of wideband noise (often called “white noise” or “pink noise”) which has within it ghostly voices that may be very 
clear.
Also See: white noise, pink noise, EVP

Elemental Symbols: Much of magic is done through the mediation of the four occult elements, Fire, Air, Water, and Earth. 
They determine both the type of energy that accomplishes the work and the avenue through which it acts. For this reason a 
clear understanding and proper use of the elements is vital in ritual. Each element is represented by its own material symbol, 
which is placed atop the altar beside the lamp in the appropriate elemental quarter. If a ritual concerns only one element, its 
symbol is placed on the altar alone; if all four elements are involved, all four symbols are present.

Fire is embodied in a short rod about nine inches long. This has a very specific design in the Golden Dawn magical system, 
but the details are not really necessary. It is the essential shape of the rod that is most important. The nature of elemental 
Fire is in accord with this strongly phallic symbol.

Air is embodied in a short dagger. Again, it is the associations of the blade—its flashing quickness, its piercing quality, its 
brightness—that are important, not details of the hilt and so on. The difference in tone between the rod and the dagger says 
much about the essential difference between elemental Fire and Air.

Water is embodied in a cup or chalice. It should be rounded and womblike, enclosing and protective. It is also more 
harmonious if the cup is made of a watery, or at least a natural, material. Blue hand blown glass is good, or earth-tone 
ceramic.

Earth is embodied in the disk or pentacle. This is a flat disk painted with Earth colors. Ideally it should be made of clay or 
stone. Usually it is of wood. It must not be too large to conveniently hold in the hand—four inches in diameter is a good size, 
because four is a material, earthy number.

So far as I know, the use of elemental symbols originated with the Victorian Order of the Golden Dawn in the last century, and 
received its inspiration from the symbols of the lesser arcana—the number cards—of the Tarot. Specific, formal symbols of 
the four elements were not used in medieval times, and are not strictly necessary. However, the employment of these 
symbols has become almost universal in modern magic, and they can be very useful. It is important that they be made to 
harmonize with the sensibilities of the one who will actually use them, not merely according to some arbitrary standard.

Also See: Elemental Symbol

Elementals: Elementals are spirits of the four elements. As defined by Paracelsus in the 16th century, they are: 

Earth - gnomes 
Air - sylphs 
Fire - salamanders 
Water - undines

Elements: The zodiacal signs are divided into four groups called "triplicities," and in their order they represent the four 
elements, fire, earth, air and water. 

Fiery Triplicity is composed of Aries, Leo, Sagittarius 
Earthly Triplicity: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn 
Airy Triplicity: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius 
Watery Triplicity: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces

Elf Arrows: Triangular pieces of flint which appear all over the word. The name comes from their description in Scotland. 
Some claim they could be used as weapons by being hurled with great force. They were supposed to provide protection from 
fairies and could cure illness--at least illness caused by fairies. In fact, there were "fairy doctors," people who specialized in 
treating diseases caused by fairies. One cure of such a disease was to drink water into which an elf arrow had been dipped.

Emperor: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered IV. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Daleth. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Emperor corresponds to the Hebrew letter Heh and the 
astrological sign of Aries. According to Aleister Crowley, The Emperor corresponds to the Hebrew letter Tzaddi.
Also See: L'Empereur

Empress: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered III. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Gimel. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Empress corresponds to the Hebrew letter Daleth and the 
planet Venus.
Also See: L'Imperatrice
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Energy: The ability to accomplish work. In metaphysical terms, there are two broad categories for this energy. Personal 
energy is created from within the body. Universal energy is exterior to the body and is either considered to be “from the 
universe” or from the Divine. The energy may be directed by the will for such functions as magick, healing, charging 
talismans, etc.

Energy Ball: A collection of inner energy that forms a sphere-like shape. The creation of energy balls between the hands is a 
common exercise when learning how to generate, extend, and direct personal energy (sometimes combined with universal 
energy). The purpose is to prove to a person that the energy does exist (it is tangible) and as preparation to direct the energy 
for everything from healing to telekinesis.

Enoch: Enoch is described in the Jewish bible and other extrabiblical sources. According to Lewis Spence, he is considered 
the seventh master of the world after Adam. He has been equated with the Egyptian deity Thoth. An Apocryphal book written 
about 100 b.c.e. is attributed to him, but only fragments remain. It is said that he didn’t die, but was “translated” (i.e., carried 
away) to heaven and will return at the end of time. John Dee and his assistant, Edward Kelly supposedly communicated with 
Enoch who communicated an entire system of magick to them. This is known as Enochian magick.

Enochian: 
Also See: Enoch, Enochian Magick, Enochian Tarot

Enochian Magick: The ultimate goal of the Enochian Magician is to become a living embodiment of spiritual knowledge and 
power. Enochian Magick works by employing techniques which strengthen the will and give control over the mind, allowing a 
magician to bring about personal changes as well as changes for others.

Enochian Tarot: A Tarot deck in which each card in the Major Arcana corresponds to one of the 30 regions of the Magickal 
Universe known as the Aethyrs. Each card of the Minor Arcana represents a deity or group of deities that inhabit regions 
known as the Four Great Watchtowers.

Eolh: The 15th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter z. 

EOLH signifies a fortunate new influence entering your life, often through unconscious emotions or instincts,
Also See: Algiz

Equinox: Equal night. That time, or place, in the ecliptic where the days and nights are of equal length which happens twice 
yearly when the Sun enters Aries (Vernal equinox) and Libra (autumnal equinox), from whence these signs derive the term, 
equinoctial signs.

Esbat: Rituals performed by Pagans, Witches, and Wiccans at the full moon. Unlike the eight Sabbats that are associated 
with devotional rituals based on Solar myths, the Esbat is not strictly devotional. It is where practitioners come together to 
work magick and discuss the needs of their group.

essential oil: Essential oils are created by distillation; plant material is heated, and the molecules that evaporate into steam 
are captured. These oils are mixed, blended in a base of vegetable oil, and rubbed onto the body or added to ritual baths for 
magical purposes.
Also See: essential oils

Evocation: The process required when Evoking.

Evoke: To call forth [a force or influence] from within the psyche.

Exaltation: A classical astrology term for the sign or house where a planet is capable of its best expression, with the possible 
exception of domicile (the house or sign the planet rules).

Exorcism: A rite or ritual used to force unwanted entities or spirits to leave a person, place, or thing.

Exorcist: A person who performs an exorcism. In Roman Catholicism, a priest who has been trained and authorized to 
perform a special rite for this purpose, made famous by the movie of the same name.

Extrasensory Perception: Also written as Extra Sensory Perception, this is a phrase introduced by Dr. J.B. Rhine of the 
Department of Parapsychology at Duke University. It is used as a general term to describe all sorts of phenomena that 
cannot be perceived through our usual senses. This includes clairvoyance (seeing things at a distance farther than our 
normal vision would allow) and clairaudience (hearing things at a greater distance than our normal hearing would allow). 
These perceptions may not only be from a greater distance, but also from different times or from areas that are not on the 
physical plane.
Also See: Extra Sensory Perception, ESP
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Extrasensory Perception: A term created by Dr. Joseph Banks Rhine of Duke University to describe the apparent ability of 
some people to obtain information without the use of the five physical senses.
Also See: Extra Sensory Perception, ESP
Faery Wicca: Those who practice Faery Wicca work specifically with nature spirits.

Fairies and Elementals: 
Also See: Fairy, Elementals

Fairy: An imaginary [sic] supernatural being or spirit, supposed to assume a human form (usually diminutive), either male or 
female, and to meddle for good or evil in the affairs of mankind; a fay. See elf. "Elves and fairies in a ring."--Shakespeare
Also See: faery

Fairy: A realm of nonhuman entities associated with the natural world; also the entities themselves. Technically speaking, an 
inhabitant of Faery is a fay, not a faery or fairy, but the terms have become totally confused over the last half-dozen centuries 
or so. The exact nature of Faery and its inhabitants has been a subject of quite a bit of debate down through the years, in 
and out of the Western occult traditions. 

Entities of the sort later known as fays, elves, and the like can be found in ancient Greek and Roman sources, where they 
blend in seamlessly with the realm of nature spirits and minor gods – the background fabric of classical religion. This same 
attitude can be found in Germanic and Celtic traditions, where the boundaries between gods and elves are impossible to 
draw. 

Current ideas about faery in the occult community range across the spectrum from Jungian analyses that conceptualize them 
as psychological realities through Theosophically derived teachings that see them as participants in another current of 
evolution (one that starts with elementals and proceeds through faeries, devas, and angels to archangels and beyond), to 
Pagan conceptions that interpret them as simply one part of the complex fabric of spiritual reality, bring the wheel around full 
circle. Which of these is closest to the truth, only the fays know – and they’re not saying.
Also See: faery

Fairy: Fairies are viewed in many modern Wicca/Witchcraft traditions as spiritual beings whose actions maintain the life force 
in Nature. The fairy concept has its origins in the Neolithic Cult of the Dead in Old Europe and to the ancient burial mounds of 
that period.
Also See: faery

Fairy magic: Ashleen O'Gaea shares a cozy barrio row house in the Arizona desert with her husband Canyondancer, their 
12-year-old son the Explorer and three cats. A background in education and English (including Anglo-Saxon) underlies 
O'Gaea's interest in family dynamics, religious education, history, natural science, art, music and adventure. She has won 
awards for pagan journalism, has appeared on local TV and radio and leads workshops and ritual.

Fairy magic: (1) Magical operations based upon the legendary fey folk, elemental in nature and relating to the seasons and 
their associated activities, especially Midsummer, Beltane eve, and all Hallows eve. (2) Any specialized ceremony requesting 
and honoring fairy folk assistance in magickal ways. Both light and dark fey folk can be involved.

Fall: The sign opposite the sign of exaltation. This is a sign where the planet's energy tends to "fall away" from the highest or 
best expression.

False Memory Syndrome: While under hypnosis by a person not trained in proper ways to recover memories (“forensic 
hypnosis”), or by use of intimidation or simply being in a position of authority, a victim may be coerced into creating 
“memories” and actually come to believe such confabulations to be objectively real. The result has been harmful to victims 
and their families, as such “memories” often include wild stories of satanic and/or sexual abuse. In some situations, court 
cases costing millions of dollars have been based on statements of people suffering from this syndrome.

Fam-Trad: Short for “Family Tradition,” it refers to a Wiccan or Witchcraft tradition that is centered around the beliefs and 
practices of a single family as opposed to a tradition that is centered around individual personalities or a coven.

Familiar: According to ancient lore, a spirit from the Otherworld was believed to dwell within the physical body of an animal 
or creature. The traditional vessels for such spirits were the cat, mouse, ferret, hare, bat, snake, hound, or bird--particularly a 
raven or an owl. The lore surrounding the Familiar spirit indicates that a Witch received one following initiation into the 
Witches' sect.

Fearn: The third letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter F and meaning "alder."

Alder is a water-resistant wood used by the ancient Celts to built underwater foundations for their lake dwellings is what is 
now known as Switzerland.... Alder was the sacred tree of Bran, the Celtic god-king... Alder is a white wood, buts its sap is 
red, giving it a fiery energy. This energy gives strength, both moral and physical.
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Also See: Fern

Fehu: The first rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter F. 

To the Northern Europeans, this rune meant cattle. In archaic times, cattle were the measure of a man's worth.

Fehu: This is the first rune of the first aett. The classical meaning of Fehu as handed down through various sources is cattle 
or wealth, in particular, movable wealth. 

The first charm I know is unknown to rulers 
Or any of human kind: 
HELP it is named, for help it can give 
In hours of sorrow and anguish. 
--Havamal

feng shui: The science and study of the effect of environmental factors on living. Includes guidelines for determining the best 
location and direction of your home and workplace; where the rooms in your home should be to best facilitate energy flow; 
and how to create a garden that will bring positive energy and good luck into your home. 

Includes two major schools of thought. The Form School examines the shape of the land, the shape of your building, and 
even its direction in relation to the land around it. 

The Compass School is based on the pa-kua, an octagonal symbol surrounding the famous yin-yang. Each side is related to 
one of the eight trigrams from the I Ching, and is related to certain energies. If you are planning a house, you can put a pa-
kua over the plans and determine which direction your home should face and the best way to arrange the rooms.

Fiction: A story that isn’t true. Some of the earliest known writings have been fiction, but have metaphorically presented 
psychological, religious, spiritual, and mystical truths. The sharing of truths by way of a fictional story or tale has remained a 
popular way of sharing such information, and continues to be so, today.

Filí: (fee-lyeh) - A poet-magician or seer who performed Celtic magic and mystical rites. The fili was a solitary practitioner, 
something like a shaman in other cultures.

Finn Mac Cumhail: (fin mok kool) - The great hero and incarnation of Uindos (or Cernunnos, in Greek), son of Noudons in a 
group of great epic tales and romances called the Fenian cycle. 

Five-Fold Kiss: Originally part of the Gardnerian Witchcraft initiation ritual and used as part of the “Great Rite” in that 
tradition. 

Traditionally, a man gives this to the woman. He kisses each part and then says, 

“Blessed be thy feet, that have brought thee in these ways. 
Blessed by thy knees, that shall kneel at the sacred altar. 
Blessed by thy womb, without which we would not be. 
Blessed be thy breasts, formed in beauty. 
Blessed be thy lips, that shall utter the Sacred Names.” 

Also traditionally, a woman gives this to the man, kissing each part and saying, 

“Blessed be thy feet, that have brought thee in these ways. 
Blessed by thy knees, that shall kneel at the sacred altar. 
Blessed by thy phallus, without which we would not be. 
Blessed be thy breasts, formed in strength. 
Blessed be thy lips, that shall utter the Sacred Names.” 

Over the years, many variations in this part of rites--both in wording and in practice--have evolved.

Fixed: Stable, consistent, patient. The fixed signs are Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, and Aquarius.

Folk Magick: The magickal traditions of any group of people. These techniques, often in the form of sympathetic magic, 
frequently use simple techniques and methods. Many have evolved into entire systems and form the basis for the magical 
aspects of some Witchcraft, Pagan, Wiccan, and Afro-Caribbean traditions.
Also See: Sympathetic Magic
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Fool: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered 0. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it is placed between XX 
Judgment and XXI The World and corresponds to the Hebrew letter Shin. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Fool 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Aleph and the element of Air.
Also See: Le Mat

For Beginners Series: A popular series of books published by Llewellyn Publications and written by respected authors 
focusing on individual topics and designed to inform and train a person with little or no knowledge of the subject. Llewellyn 
decided to call this series for “Beginners” because people without knowledge of a subject but are interested are beginners 
and not “dummies” or “idiots.” Individual topics covered in this series include Wicca, herb magic, meditation, creative 
visualization, astral projection, scrying, Enochian magic, hypnosis, divination, crystals, and many more.

Fortean Phenomena: Named after author and researcher Charles Fort (1874–1932) who collected such information, 
Fortean phenomena are strange, bizarre, and almost always inexplicable through current scientific theories. Example: rains 
of fish, stones, or frogs.

Fortune: Dion Fortune was the pen-name of Violet Mary Firth (Dec. 6, 1890-Jan. 1946). She is well known for her many 
books relating to ceremonial magick. She was a member of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn but broke with the 
society after a quarrel with Moina Mathers, widow of founder MacGregor Mathers. She established her own magical order, 
the Fraternity of the Inner Light. During World War II, she and her followers enlisted the aid of the archangels against Hitler's 
Luftwaffe. A powerful psychic and medium, she considered herself a Priestess of the Great Goddess.

Fortunetelling: The ability to predict a person’s future. The term is often equated with divination, but there is a difference. 
Divination assumes that we have the ability to change and create our own futures—we can alter what may be indicated. 
Fortunetelling, however, implies as fixed future—fate—that cannot be improved, avoided, or changed. Although more and 
more people have abandoned the concept of a fixed fate—and thus use “divination” rather than “fortunetelling”—many 
people still use “fortunetelling” to describe all of the divinatory arts, including Tarot, Runecasting, tea leaf reading, palmistry, 
etc.
Also See: Divination

Fourth Book of Occult Philosophy: A version of the Heptameron with large portions of the original Three Books of Occult  
Philosophy. Influenced by the Lemegeton.

Futhark: The entire sequence of the rune-row in its fixed order. The word Futhark is derived from the phonetic values of the 
first six Runes. The runic alphabet.
G.B.G.: (More accurately, each letter has a triangle formed by three dots after it. This usage derives from the very old 
Masonic connections of the early Occult orders… It always signifies something “holy” or that an esoteric meaning is 
involved.) Great Brotherhood of God. An occult order whose objective existence dates from 1931 to 1938 inclusive. Its 
founder, C. F. Russell (Frater Genesthai), had been a student of Aleister Crowley. Crowley gave Russell permission to found 
his own Order based on Crowley’s famous Book of the Law, the concept of doing your Will, and the idea that we were now in 
the age of Horus. In practice, the Order taught such things as dream recall, Tarot, Qabalah, the “Calypso Moon Language,” 
and three degrees of sex magick. It was not until 1969—more than thirty years after the Order closed—that one of its 
members, Louis T. Culling, published a brief version of its teachings and rituals.

Gaia Hypothesis: Also known as the Gaia Theory, the belief the Earth and everything in it functions as a type of organism. 
While a popular belief among some Pagans, it also has a growing number of scientists who take the hypothesis as a way to 
explain the functioning of the earth.

Galdr: Specific magical discipline involving verbal magic and the chanting of runes.

Gardner, Gerald: Gardner, Gerald Brosseau (1884-1964) is perhaps the best-known figure in modern Witchcraft.... Gerald 
Gardner was the founder of Gardnerian Wicca, one of the leading Traditions in the Wicca movement that began in the early 
1960s.
Also See: Gerald Brousseau Gardner

Gardnerian: Gardnerian Wicca or Witchcraft is based on the teachings and Book of Shadows of Gerald Brousseau Gardiner. 
Many Wiccan and Witchcraft traditions have evolved from this system.

Gebo: The seventh rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter g. 

The god primarily associated with this rune is Odin, although some people allocate this rune to Thor. In fact, there are certain 
aspects of Gebo connected with marriage, contracts and boundary markers which are indeed attributes of Thor. The element 
of thie rune is air. 

Better not to ask than to overpledge 
As a gift demands a gift, 
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Better not to send than to slay too many. 
--Havamal
Also See: Gifu

Geburah: The fifth Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the middle Sephirah on the Pillar of Severity. The term is a Hebrew 
word meaning "Severity." It represents the archetype of the number 5, the just aspect of the Godhead. It corresponds to the 
divine name Elohim Gibor, the archangel Kamael, the angelic choir called Seraphim, and Madim, or heavenly Sphere of 
Mars.

Geburah: In Binah is the Radix of Red, and therein is there a red colour, pure and scintillating and flashing with flame which 
is reflected unto Geburah. The Sphere of its Operation is called Madim or violent rushing Force and it bringeth fortitude, and 
war and strength and slaughter, as it were, the flaming Sword of an avenging God. And it ruleth the Sphere of Action of the 
Planet Mars. And Elohim Gibor is the Elohim, Mighty and Terrible, judging and avenging evil, ruling in wrath and terror and 
storm, and at whose steps are lightning and flame. And its Archangel is Kamael the Prince of Strength and Courage, and the 
Name of the Order of Angels is Seraphim the Flaming Ones who are also called the Order of Powers. The Sephira Chesed is 
also called Gedulah or Magnificense and Glory, and the Sephira Geburah is also called Pachad Terror and Fear.

Geis: (gayss), plural geassa (gassa) - A controlling spell or enchantment in which a certain action or behavior will cause 
another certain action or effect. Usually it takes the form of a taboo or a destiny, as when CuChullain overheard Cathbad say 
that any boy who accepts weapons on that day would be destined to be a great hero, and he asked his king for arms. 
Also See: Geas

Gem: Types of stones given value by their beauty of color, clarity, and shape. The term is usually attributed to those stones of 
color that are not clear quartz by those who use such stones for mental, physical, or spiritual healing and attunement. Each 
gem is associated with various qualities or powers determined by historical attributions (amethyst, for example, is said to 
prevent drunkenness), color magic, or modern research and experimentation.

Gematria: Of all the ancient magickal languages, the mysticism surrounding biblical Hebrew is the best known in the West. 
The body of esoteric teachings concerning the Hebrew language is known as the Qabalah (meaning that knowledge which 
can only be imparted orally in secret, handed down from one generation to the next). In modern occultism, the term Qabalah, 
which originally meant Hebraic secret wisdom, has now come to mean any secret, esoteric system of thought which uses 
alphabet letter, color, symbol, sound, and number as the basic building blocks of its philosophical system. Thus modern 
writers will refer to a "Greek" Qabalah, a "Celtic" Qabalah, or even a "Wiccan" Qabalah.

The traditional Qabalistic science from which modern numerology has evolved is called gematria. Gematria is the art of 
substituting a number value for any given word in Hebrew and finding a corresponding meaning in any other word equal to 
that specific number value. Gematria is a Rabbinical Hebrew term derived from Greek roots. It is a combination of gramma 
(letter) and metria (measure), to denote the measurement (or counting) of the letters composing any word, just as geometry 
is the measure (metria) of earth (geo). 

Gemini: Gemini’s best quality is versatility.  The worst quality is changeableness.  A key phrase is “I think.” Being a mutable 
sign, Gemini is changeable, and this can be the best or worst of qualities.  Your versatility allows you to learn a little about 
just about everything and to develop skills in many areas.  This makes for a good executive or manger, as you are able to 
oversee multiple activities and keep track of many projects at once.  Other people can almost see the wheels turning.  
Gemini appears to be open-minded.  Yet a time comes when no more oddball ideas can be wedged into the system.  Then 
Gemini draws upon skillful thought processes to decide what to keep and what to discard.

Gemini is a mental sign, often intellectually driven.  The capacity for communication includes both listening and telling, and 
thus you make wonderful companions and writers.  Where Taurus wants physical expression, Gemini seeks out mentally 
challenging activities.  You like the learning process.  Gemini is intuitive, able to see into the future and gauge the results of 
your actions – another worthy executive trait.

The Gemini temperament is volatile in the true meaning of this term.  You can vaporize at a relatively low temperature and 
you seem to be able to fly.  Some people see this as the fickleness of a butterfly flitting from one flower to the next.  The 
strength is in the ability to rise above the pettiness of situations to see the larger picture.  Your mantra might be, “It just 
doesn’t matter.”  Gemini is dexterous of hand, eye and wit, able to turn a situation or conversation in a new direction at will.

In spite of apparent adaptability, Gemini is sensitive at heart.  You are aware of what others are thinking and feeling, and 
often take a diplomatic path to avoid hurting others.  This could be at your own expense, although you don’t let us know it.  
Tolerance should not be mistaken for a lack of emotional depth.  Gemini’s part of the body is the arms and lungs.  
Monochromatic or bright colors are best.

Gemini: The Questioner 
Key Phrase: I THINK 
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Gemini is ever-curious, and indicates the experience of diversity. The Mutable Air sign of the zodiac shows a high level of 
flexibility and cleverness. Gemini is ever-youthful, witty, inquisitive - and sometimes nervous. Symbolized by the Twins, this is 
the primary quality of duality, and can present at least two sides to every picture. Gemini can also play the prankster, and 
show a high degree of fickleness. Intellectual pursuits, mental gymnastics, and wordplay all engage Gemini, which is ruled by 
the planet Mercury. Versatility is its higher expression; its most frustrating expression is distractibility and a lack of focus. 
"Jack of all trades, master of none" can describe Gemini in its weaker form. But when positively focused, there is little which 
can compare with the articulate, incisive, and intuitive perception associated with this sign. The placement of Gemini in your 
chart shows your need for adaptability and versatility.

Gems: Types of stones given value by their beauty of color, clarity, and shape. The term is usually attributed to those stones 
of color that are not clear quartz by those who use such stones for mental, physical, or spiritual healing and attunement. 
Each gem is associated with various qualities or powers determined by historical attributions (amethyst, for example, is said 
to prevent drunkenness), color magic, or modern research and experimentation.

Gemstone: 
Also See: Gem

Gemstone: A Gem.
Also See: Gem

Genuine Haunt: Some hauntings have more to do with the known or unknown psychic abilities of people in the area. A 
genuine haunt is when where all or part of a spirit’s consciousness is earthbound. Sometimes, there is a state of dementia 
and the spirit may not even be aware that the body has died.

Geomancy: A system of divination using the sixteen geomantic figures--patterns of four lines of dots with either one or two 
dots in each line...in divination, four such patterns are produced by a random process, and then combined with others 
according to traditional methods to produce a geomantic chart.

Geomancy: The term Geomancy is also used to describe the observation of energy lines (ley lines) and how important 
prehistoric sites seemed to follow these straight lines. This work began in the 1920s by a man named Alfred Watkins. Ley 
lines were later connected with the "Dragon Lines" of feng shui. Feng shui is also called geomancy.

Ghost: Although a ghost is classically the spirit or astral body of a person now deceased (often recently deceased) and that 
has not yet “moved on” to another plane, it is now a general term for any sort of disembodied spirit. Traditionally, ghosts stay 
near (“haunt”) the location where they lived before death. The more the deceased feels like they have “unfinished business” 
(seeking forgiveness, justice, love, revenge, etc.), the more they will make themselves known. The experience of the living 
encountering ghosts is consistent throughout history. As a result, many investigators with a scientific bent have tried to come 
up with explanations other than the survival of the personality for the presence of ghosts.

ghost: From the German geist, spirit, or Old English gast, meaning soul, spirit, life, or breath, it is popularly known as a 
manifestation of an earthbound soul of a deceased person. However, other non-physical entities have been known to 
impersonate

Gifu: The seventh rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter G. 

The meaning of GIFU is gift, and this rune is truly a gift to gladden your heart when you see it in your runecast.
Also See: Gebo

Gimel: The third letter of the Hebrew alphabet, G or Gh. Represents the number 3. The second of the seven "double letters." 
A Hebrew word meaning "camel." Corresponds to the Moon, the 13th Path (between Kether and Tiphareth), and Tarot trump 
II The High Priestess.

glamour: Glamour is the art of enchantment. In occult lore, glamour is the ability to create an illusion around a person, place, 
or thing. In legend, the art of glamour was used to make the old appear young or to disguise one's appearance in different 
ways. It was also used to hide or camouflage something and to make one thing appear to be another.

Glossolalia: Unintelligible speech often produced while in a trance state. Also called “speaking in tongues.”

Gnomes: Gnomes are elemental spirits of Earth. The name was invented by Paracelsus in the 16th century. He identified 
spirits of the four elements, or elementals.

Gnomes: gnome - one of a fabled race of diminutive beings supposed to inhabit the inner parts of the earth, and to be the 
guardians of mines, quarries, etc. The name gnome was given by Paracelsus to beings having earth as their element, so that 
they can move through it as freely as a fish through water (cf. sylph, salamander, undine). In later use the conception has 
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been largely influenced by popular ideas about dwarfs, elves, and fairies, probably in particular by the Teutonic belief in "dark 
elves.

gnostic: See gnosticism

Gnostic Mass: The primary religious rite of the Thelemic religion.

Gnosticism: A word derived from the Greek gnostikos, meaning one who has acquired gnosis or "knowledge" (literally, "one 
who knows"). Any of several Gnostic sects that flourished in the Mediterranean world during the time of Christ, particularly 
during the second and third centuries C.E. and for many centuries after. The two major branches of Gnosticism were Sethian 
or Jewish Gnosticism, and Valentinian or Christian Gnosticism.
Also See: gnostic

God: One of the two primary deities of modern Wicca, the male counterpart of the Goddess. Usually portrayed as an antlered 
man, the God is the lord of the forest and the animals, and is often seen as the spirit of vegetation and growth. His exact 
relationship to the Goddess varies somewhat from tradition, but he is always seen as her lover and usually as her child as 
well.

God and Goddess Worship: The worship of deity in the form of a male god and a female goddess. In the history of the 
world, it appears that many, if not most early cultures, initially worshipped natural phenomena. Eventually, these phenomena 
became identified in the form of living beings. This evolved into the worship of one being, usually some sort of mother 
goddess, and lesser deities. Over the centuries, this evolved to worship of a co-equal god and goddess. Eventually, the 
goddess aspect was dropped leaving only a god, although even in god-centric cultures there are often remnants of goddess 
worship. 

Today, many Pagan, Wiccan, and Witchcraft traditions are focusing on the worship of a god and goddess. Some see these 
deities—often called the “Lord and Lady”—as the ultimate formulation of the divine, thus having a dualistic theology. Others 
believe in an ultimate, unknowable, unified godhead of which the god and goddess are the highest deific manifestation. They 
are immanent (i.e., present in the physical world) while the unitary supernal being is transcendent (beyond the physical 
world). The concept of a deity who is both transcendent and immanent is known as “panentheism.”
Also See: god, goddess

Goddess: A female god or deity; a greatly adored woman; a woman of great beauty

Goetia: Goetic Magick is named for the most popular grimoire of its genre, the Goetia (Greek for "sorcery" or "Witchcraft") 
Goetic Magick is the art of summoning spirits, demons, jinn, angels, and elementals.

Golden Dawn: The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn is an initiatory magical group that was founded in London in 1888. It 
is a society that is dedicated to philosophical, spiritual, and psychic evolution.

Golem: In Jewish folklore, a mute being composed of inanimate materials. In the Jewish creation myth, Adam is a type of 
golem, and is described as such in the Talmud. The story most associated with the golem involves the 16th century Rabbi 
Lowe of Prague who uses magic to create a creature in order to protect the Jews of the city. But the creature becomes wilder 
and Lowe agrees to destroy it. On the golems forehead is the Hebrew word “emet” that means “truth.” The Rabbi rubs out the 
first letter leaving the word “met” which means “death.” Over the years, variations of the story have appeared. For example, 
some versions feature the golem having powers such a being able to summon spirits, invisibility, and even a touch that 
burns. Some people believe it is the source for the idea of the monster in Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley’s novel, Frankenstein.

Gort: The 12th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter G and meaning "ivy."

The ivy can grow almost anywhere.... Gort is an indication of change and progress, usually in your career.

Gram: A Norse version of the magic sword, similar in some ways to the Arthurian Excalibur. Odin, king of the Norse gods, 
while in the disguise of a beggar, pushed Gram into a tree. He said that whoever removed it could have it as a gift. The only 
person who could do so was the hero Sigmund, resulting in adventures and sorrows. Eventually, during a battle, Sigmund 
went up against an old man, again Odin in disguise. Odin smashed the sword, taking away its powers, allowing Sigmund to 
be defeated and mortally wounded. Before he dies, he tells his wife that she is pregnant and that their son would eventually 
take the shards of the sword and make a great weapon. The son is Sigurd, hero of the Volsung Saga.

Grand Cross: When four or more planets form two sets of oppositions which combine to form four squares, there is a grand 
cross or grand square. These planets are also usually related by mode (Cardinal, Fixed, or Mutable). This is a difficult 
configuration, and may produce more frustration than the T-square, but there is usually great strength accompanying it to 
endure and develop character.
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Grand Trine: When three or more planets are 120 degrees from one another in three parts of the birth chart, they form a 
triangular configuration called a grand trine. Usually, the planets are in the same element (Fire, Earth, Air, or Water), and the 
formation is described, for example, as a "Fire" or "Earth" grand trine. This pattern shows special protection and can be 
beneficial, although it does indicate a closed circuit of energy. It may also show areas where the person is self-sufficient.

Graphology: The science of handwriting analysis, graphology was first presented in published form by and Italian physician 
in 1622.

Gray Lady: A ghost given this name due to their being seen wearing gray or other dark colors such a black or dark brown. It 
is believed they are the spirits who died while focused on a lost love or an unrequited love.
Also See: grey lady

Great Rite: Expression introduced in Gardnerian Witchcraft and now adopted by many magickal traditions. It describes 
ritualized and spiritualized sexual intercourse. Originally, the male would function as the God on earth while the Female 
would function as the Goddess, thus this was a mating of deities. Over the years, this expression has evolved to mean any 
form of spiritualized sexuality.

Grimoire: Grimoire is a book of ceremonies, rituals, and spells, usually dating from tthe Middle Ages.

Gris-gris: A small bag containing charms, herbs, stones, and other items to draw energy, luck, love, or prosperity to the 
wearer.

Grounding: A term describing how, at the conclusion of a ritual, any remaining magickal energy is dispersed by sending it to 
the earth. Also, in healing, getting rid of illness by sending the energy of the illness to the earth.

Grove: Although technically a small wood, orchard, or just a group of trees, it is used by some Pagan groups instead of 
“coven.” Some druidic groups use it instead of “covenstead.”

Guardian Angel: Although the biblical concept of an angel is that of a special class of non-physical created being, the 
popular concept is that of a highly-evolved soul or spirit of a deceased person, as if “angel” were a degree of advancement 
after ghost. In this concept, certain angels are assigned (by God?) to watch over and protect a specific person. Among some, 
the concept of the guardian angel is synonymous with spirit guide.
Also See: spirit guide

Gypsies: (Plural of Gypsy) A name given to the Romani people, a group found primarily in southern and eastern Europe as 
well as western Asia and the Middle East, although they are also found throughout Europe, Britain, and the U.S.A. They are 
traditionally known for wandering and the colorful wagons in which they used to travel. The term “gypsy” is sometimes used 
to mean a wanderer. 

Although most Romani people speak the local language, they originally spoke a language derived from Indian Sanskrit 
before migrating to Europe and Asia about 1,000 years ago. The term “Gypsy” was given to them because it was believed 
they came not from India, but from Egypt, where they were supposedly exiled for hiding the infant Jesus. 

As wanderers, some Romani used various forms of entertainment, rather than set jobs, to earn a living. This included forms 
of fortunetelling (especially the use of cards and palmistry) as well as performing spells for people seeking love or to right 
perceived wrongs. 

In some places, “gypsy” is a negative epithet, implying thievery, and deceit. The slang expression “to gyp” means to cheat 
someone out of something and is believed to be based on the idea that gypsies behave this way. Like all groups of people, 
there are Romani who are ethically good, bad, and in between, and there is no evidence to support the claim that Romani are 
more or less honest than any other group. However, because when they came into Europe wearing different clothes and 
speaking a different language, they were easy and unfortunate targets. Just as the Jews were targeted by the Nazis for 
annihilation, so too were Gypsies. It has been estimated that as many as 500,000 Gypsies, nearly all the Romani in eastern 
Europe, were killed during the Nazi Holocaust. 

Today, many people are researching the remarkable history of the Romani people, and some are especially focused on their 
magickal and divinatory tecHagalaz: The ninth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter h. 

This is the first rune of the second aett: the aett of Hagalaz.... Hagalaz means "hail" and hail is a substance consisting of 
frozen water and air, although it is not as hard or dense as ice. Every farmer knows what hail can do to the crops: it is a 
destructive natural force.
Also See: Hagall

Hagall: The ninth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter H. 
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HAGALL means hail and with ISA and NIED is a primary rune of limitations and delays. This rune represents all forces 
outside your control.
Also See: Hagalaz

Halloween: October 31. Also called Samhain by the Wiccan and Pagan communities. This holiday is widely celebrated by 
people of all faiths with costume parties and trick-or-treating. But this night also marks the Wiccan new year. In the wheel of 
the year, Samhain is the night when the God dies and leaves the Goddess alone until Yule, when he is born again. 
Halloween/Samhain is a time when the doors between the worlds are said to open, stirring up much ghostly and otherworldly 
activity.

Handfasting: The pre-Christian, Roman wedding ceremony also practiced in Celtic lands. As the name implies, it included 
tying the hands together and is the source of the expression “tying the knot” as a description of a wedding. In the sixteenth 
century, one English cleric noted its use as separate from the Christian marriage. Today the term is used by Wiccans and 
Witches for a wedding ceremony. In some traditions, a handfasting endures for a limited time, often a year and a day. Hence, 
a probationary marriage during which a couple would cohabit as husband and wife. After the probationary period the couple 
could decide if they wished to continue in a permanent marriage or part. 

According to Handfasting and Wedding Rituals by Raven Kaldera & Tannin Schwartzstein (Llewellyn Publications), a 
handfasting was generally no more complex than the couple joining hands (thus making “fast” their hands) and declaring 
themselves united, sealing it with a kiss. They add that the handfasting gesture made a figure-eight with the hands, right to 
right and left to left, symbolizing that all parts of themselves were joined.

Handwriting Analysis: 
Also See: Graphology

Hanged Man: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XII. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds 
to the Hebrew letter Lamed. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Hanged Man corresponds to the Hebrew letter Mem and 
the element of Water.
Also See: Le Pendu

Health and Healing: The process of having, maintaining, or returning both a minimal balance and appropriate operating 
functions of all aspects of the body, mind, and spirit. Many people seek to optimize this balance and the functions rather than 
keep them at their basic appropriate levels. 

The most common system for doing this is known as allopathic medicine, the techniques used by licensed M.D.s. Derived 
from medieval forms of healing, this form of medicine deals with disease in one of three primary ways: poisoning, cutting, and 
burning. For emergency medicine and dealing with broken parts of the body, there is currently nothing that excels this form of 
medicine. However, it is not as successful in dealing with chronic problems or preventing reoccurrences of problems. As a 
result, many millions of people use alternative or complementary forms of healing. These systems of healing are quite varied 
and include acupuncture and acupressure, herbology, Reiki, hypnotherapy, chiropractic, naturopathy, absent healing, color 
therapy, hatha yoga, Western exercise regimes, vitamin therapy, fasting, chakra balancing, and many more.

Heathen: A non-city dweller. A person of the heath, an uncultivated area usually filled with wild grasses and herbs. As 
Christianity and schools first took root in cities, the term became associated with Pagans and people who did not have a city 
education or manners.

Hebrew: The language of the Jews of the Middle East. Composed of twenty-two letters (with five letters having a dual form), 
Hebrew is the basis of both numerology and transpositional letter codes used in the Kabalah. Also a Jewish person.

Hedge Witch: In modern Paganism, a term used by and for solitary Witches whose practices incorporate large amounts of 
natural magic, herb lore, and similar subjects, and who generally do not claim a connection with any particular tradition.

Hedge Witch: Raymond Buckland, in The Witch Book, adds that a Hedge Witch doesn’t necessarily become involved with 
the religious aspect of Witchcraft, and doesn’t use complicated rituals.

Heh: The fifth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, H. Represents the number 5. The first of the twelve "single letters." A Hebrew 
word meaning "window." Corresponds to Aries, the 15th Path (between Chokmah and Tiphareth), and Tarot trump IV The 
Emperor. (In the system of Aleister Crowley, Heh corresponds to the Tarot trump XVII The Star.)
Also See: He

Heptameron: Attributed to Peter de Abano (1250–1316) and translated by Robert Turner in 1655, this was apparently written 
as a “how-to” accompaniment for the theories and philosophies in Agrippa’s Three Books of Occult Philosophy.

herb: An “herb” can be a cactus, a flower, a seaweed, a moss, a mushroom, a grass, a vine, shrub, bush or tree. “Spices” are 
also classified as herbs. The parts of plants used in herbalism include seeds, flowers, fruits, leaves, barks and roots. 
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The word “herb” implies that the plant has a specific use. Such uses may be medicinal (goldenseal); culinary (spearmint); 
cosmetic (almond); aesthetic (rose) or magical (sandalwood). Many herbs enjoy a rich variety of uses.

herb magic: Herb magic is the utilization of the energies contained within herbs to create positive transformations. This 
practice doesn’t solely rely on plant power to create these changes, though. The magician sends energy into the herbs from 
her or his own body. The two energies (human and plant) are mixed, given purpose and sent forth to their magical goal.

herbal: A book containing descriptions of plants and their uses. The first herbals were written in ancient Greece. Most 
herbals included magical as well as medicinal information. Such books were copied and recopied for centuries, further 
spreading magical herbal lore.

Herbalism: The use of parts of plants—either picked in the wild or specifically grown—for a variety of purposes. The herbs 
may be burned, consumed, made into oils, etc. and used to heal, change mental states, work magick, etc.

herbalist: Anyone who studies and/or practices herb magic or herbal medicine.

Hereditary Witch: A Witch who was born into a family of Witches. Sometimes, the immediate parents may not be 
practitioners and the link is through a grandparent, aunt, etc.

Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn: Full name of the magical order commonly called the Golden Dawn.

Hermeticism: A later manifestation of the Hermetic tradition that grew out of ancient Hermetism. The magic and mysticism of 
the Western world that is descended from Mesopotamia, Egypt, Greece, and Rome. It also includes Rosicrucian, Jewish, 
Arabic, and indigenous European spiritual traditions. The Western Esoteric Tradition.

Hermit: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered IX. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Teth. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Hermit corresponds to the Hebrew letter Yod and the astrological 
sign of Virgo.
Also See: L'Ermite

Hexagram: A six-pointed star usually formed by two interwoven triangles. Today, it is frequently seen as a symbol of Judaism 
(having replaced the previous symbols of the pentagram and seven-branched candlestick) and is known as the Shield or Star 
of David (Mogen David). A popular interpretation of the symbol is that the triangle with one point down represents God 
reaching for humanity, while the triangle pointing up represents humans striving to reach for the Divine. 

Mystically, the downward-pointing triangle represents the feminine powers while the triangle pointing up represents the 
masculine powers. Thus, it is a symbol of mystical union, a Western version of the famous Yin-Yang symbol of Taoism. 
Magically, each point represents the astrological powers of one of the planets visible to the unaided eye. According to the 
book The Golden Dawn, by Israel Regardie, Saturn is at the point at the top, the Moon is at the point at the bottom, Jupiter is 
at the upper right point, Venus is at the lower right point, Mars is at the upper left point, Mercury is at the lower left point, and 
the center is given to the fire of the Sun. These attributions are used in many rituals, the most famous (due to its original 
publication by Regardie in the late 1930s) being the Greater Banishing Ritual of the Hexagram.

Hierophant: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered V. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Heh. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Hierophant corresponds to the Hebrew letter Vav and the 
astrological sign of Taurus.
Also See: Pope, High Priest, Jupiter

High Magic: A form of magic that evolved in cities. Cities tended to be in higher locations to help water and sewer drainage 
and improve defensive abilities. The term “high” relates to the location of its origin and does not imply superiority in any way, 
although some people have attempted to give it that definition. 

High Magic(k) is typified by more involved rituals and elaborate tools than are regularly found in the practice of Natural or 
Low Magic. Today, the Kabalah (Qabbalah, Cabala, etc.) is often a major part of High Magic. Also known as Ceremonial 
Magic.

High Priestess: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered II. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Beth. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The High Priestess corresponds to the Hebrew 
letter Gimel and the Moon.
Also See: Juno, La Papesse, Papess

Hod: The eighth Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the lowest Sephirah on the Pillar of Severity. The term is a Hebrew 
word meaning "Splendor." It represents the archetype of the number 8, the forming and shaping aspect of the Godhead. It 
corresponds to the divine name Elohim Tzabaoth, the archangel Michael, the angelic choir called the Beni Elohim (sons of 
gods), and Kokab, or heavenly Sphere of Mercury.
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Hod: The beams of Geburah and Tiphareth meet in Hod and thence arises in Hod a brilliant pure and flashing orange tawny. 
And the Sphere of its Operation is that of Kokab, the stellar light, bestowing elegance, swiftness, and scientific knowledge 
and art, and constancy of speech, and it ruleth the sphere of the action of the planet Mercury. And Elohim Tzabaoth is also a 
God of Hosts and of Armies, of Mercy and of Agreement, of Praise and Honour, ruling the Universe in Wisdom and Harmony. 
And its Archangel is Michael, the Prince of Splendour and of Wisdom, and the Name of Order of Angels is Beni Elohim, or 
sons of the Gods, who are also called the Order of Archangels.

Homeopathy: Homeopathy is a medical science that uses the energy pattern of natural substances to mimic illness and 
stimulate healing. It is based on two principles: “Like Cures Like” and “The Minimum Dose.” The first principle, “Like cures 
like,” means that any substance which can produce symptoms in a healthy person can cure the same symptoms in a person 
who is sick. For example, when you chop onions it produces the symptoms of watering eyes and burning nose. A remedy 
made from onion can cure those symptoms in a person with allergies or hay fever. Poison ivy produces a burning, itching 
rash and stiff, painful joints. A homeopathic remedy made from poison ivy is used to treat everything from rashes and burns 
to rheumatoid arthritis. 

The second principle, “The Minimum Dose,” tells us to use the least amount of medicine necessary to stimulate healing. To 
conform to this principle, homeopaths use remedies from which all toxic substances have been removed, leaving only the 
energy pattern. It is this energy pattern that evokes a healing response. The remedy provides information to your body/mind 
about healing. It is similar to the way a floppy disc can provide information to your computer. 

Today there are over two thousand homeopathic remedies that are used to treat everything from colds and flu to arthritis, 
depression and cancer. Homeopathy is practiced in clinics and hospitals throughout the world. It is part of the National Heath 
Service in England, France and the Netherlands.

Hoodoo: Originally a pejorative used by non-Africans, especially slave holders, to refer to all African religious systems, it is 
today a term used to describe the African-based system, heavily influenced by Western thought, that includes magic, healing, 
and hexing, especially using herbs and roots.

Horary: Horary astrology is the art of answering a question by analysis of a chart drawn for the precise moment of the 
question. Within the horary chart lies the answer to the question, and all circumstances surrounding the matter.

Horned God: The male aspect of deity in many forms of Wicca and Witchcraft. The horns represent fertility, wildness, and 
male sexuality. Often seen as a form of the Greek Pan or the Celtic Cernunnos. Although the Christian Bible does not 
describe Satan or the Devil other than saying he was beautiful and a bearer or bringer of light (Lucifer), various Christians 
later gave the Devil characteristics of the Horned God. Some people believe this was done to encourage Pagans to worship 
Jesus as the worship of their beloved Horned One, in the Christian view, would actually be the worship of Satan.

Horoscope: Your astrological chart, or horoscope, is drawn from calculations based upon the date, time, and place of your 
birth. Every element of the horoscope (which, if it’s like most Western horoscopes, will be drawn on a circular wheel) is 
expressed symbolically. Each symbol in the chart represents a celestial body, sign, house, or aspect.

Horseshoe: A “U”-shaped object, traditionally made of iron, attached to the hooves of horses to prevent the hooves from 
wearing away due to the added weight of carrying people and things. The horseshoe has been a symbol of good luck for 
centuries. Originally a representation of the Goddess and Her genitalia, Pagans would hang them over doors with the open 
end pointed down so that the blessings of the Goddess would pour upon them. Later, Christians attributed the good luck to 
the actions of Saint Dunstan, a blacksmith who became the Archbishop of Canterbury in 959 c.e. According to legend, he 
was able to nail a horseshoe to the Devil’s hoof. Only after the Devil promised not to enter a place where a horseshoe was 
over the door did Dunstan free him. (This is a curious myth. Why did Dunstan free him at all?) It was at this time that the 
direction of the horseshoe began to change so that the open end was pointing up. This reversed the Pagan method of 
display and, it was said, prevented the luck from running out at the bottom.

Houdini: Born Ehrich Weiss (1874–1926) in Budapest, Hungary, and moved with his family to the U.S. in 1878. At 9, he 
made his public debut as a trapeze artist. He also spent time working as a locksmith. Started performing magic tricks 
professionally, especially with cards and coins, in 1891. He added handcuff escapes. Met and married Bess Rahner in 1893. 
He and Bess have an act where she is a psychic medium, but they abandon it when their agent tells them to focus on 
escapes. They go to Europe and by 1904 he becomes a huge star. 

Many conjurors today acknowledge that Houdini was not the best magician of his day, but he was certainly the best 
advertiser and publicist. Even so, by the 1920s his career was flagging and he needed a new publicity focus. Combining his 
knowledge of magic, locksmithing, and earlier work as a fake medium, he started to debunk small-time mediums and 
psychics. When he went up against well-known medium “Margery” (Mrs. Mina Crandon), a furor took place. At first, she was 
declared real by a scientific committee, but after Houdini participated in tests with her, the declaration was rescinded. 
Houdini’s assistant at the time, James Collins, alleged that Houdini had him place false evidence against her during a test. 
There is still a great deal of debate over Margery. 
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Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, creator of Sherlock Holmes, became a friend of Houdini. However, Doyle’s belief in mediums and 
Houdini’s antipathy toward them eventually broke their friendship. 

Houdini died on Halloween in 1926 from appendicitis and peritonitis. A recent book claims that Houdini was also a spy and 
his death was murder.

How-To Series: A continually growing series of books, written by respected, expert authors and published by Llewellyn 
Publications, designed to give practical training, not just a theoretical or philosophical understanding, in an individual subject. 
Topics include ghost hunting, communicating with spirits, giving psychic readings through touch, reading the Tarot, uncover 
past lives, and many more.

Huathe: The sixth letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, corresponding to the letter H and meaning "hawthorn."

The hawthorn is supposed to bring bad luck to anyone who cuts it down.... The hawthorn indicates a time of cleansing. It is 
time to be patient and grow inwardly.
Also See: Huath

Hypnosis: Hypnosis is like a daydream state. You are awake and aware but are very relaxed with your attention focused on 
a specific thought or image. Second, you always have control. If the hypnotist told you to rob a bank you would just say, “No” 
and open your eyes. You would not rob the bank. Of course, if you really wanted to rob a bank anyway, then you would follow 
the suggestion to do so. The point is that it is you, not the hypnotist, who makes hypnosis work or not work

Hypnotherapy: The use of hypnosis combined with techniques such as suggestion and metaphor to help a person achieve 
behavioral changes. It should be noted that a person trained in how to hypnotize others--a skill that is relatively easy to 
learn--can quickly hypnotize most people. However, learning how to help a person make desired changes in his or her life 
can take years of training. Hypnotherapy has some outer similarities to Stage Hypnosis used for entertainment, but has many 
differences and should not be confused with hypnotherapy.
Also See: Hypnosis

Hypnotism: Hypnosis
Also See: Hypnosis

Hypnotism: Hypnosis is like a daydream state. You are awake and aware but are very relaxed with your attention focused on 
a specific thought or image. Second, you always have control. If the hypnotist told you to rob a bank you would just say, “No” 
and open your eyes. You would not rob the bank. Of course, if you really wanted to rob a bank anyway, then you would follow 
the suggestion to do so. The point is that it is you, not the hypnotist, who makes hypnosis work or not work
Also See: Hypnosis
hniques. I Ching: An ancient Chinese book also known as the Book of Changes. It presents a philosophical and 
cosmological system based on the idea of relationships of opposites, commonly called Yin and Yang. These are represented 
by a single bar (yang, masculine, odd) or a divided bar (Yin, feminine, even). These are mixed in sets of three, known as 
trigrams, and two sets of trigrams, called hexagrams. 

The order of the symbols was switched around 3,000 years ago, making understanding the I Ching as a philosophical text 
more difficult. Confucius wrote a series of commentaries on it called the Shi Yi. Today, most Westerners use the I Ching 
primarily as a divinatory tool. The selection of trigrams or hexagrams is accomplished through the casting of lots in the form 
of tossing coins and counting heads compared to tails, or through the use of tossing a bunch or sticks traditionally made of 
yarrow, and counting the number of sticks.

Ialdabaoth: One of the Archons of Gnosticism, who was actually responsible for creating the physical and some say spiritual 
worlds. Ialdabaoth took the form of a proud and boastful lion, thus matching his arrogance. The name is used in many 
magickal rituals.

Ignis Fatuus: Luminous lights seen in meadows, marshes, and bogs. Folk names for these faint, wavering lights include Will 
o’ the Wisp and Jack o’ Lantern. A “wisp” was the name of a torch made of straw, so both names imply someone carrying a 
lamp or light. Supposedly, the purpose of Will and Jack is to fool travelers and lead them to their deaths. Another myth is that 
they are the spirits of people who died in the area. 

Ignis Fatuus is the scientific Latin name indicating that indeed, these lights do exist. However, they are not spirits or the souls 
of unbaptized infants. Rather, they are methane, a flammable gas produced by fermentation of organic waste that is released 
from the damp ground and under certain conditions can become luminescent. 

In March of 1966, a wide variety of people in Southeastern Michigan saw multiple UFOs perform amazing maneuvers. The 
U.S. Air Force sent its expert, Dr. J. Allen Hynek, to determine what had taken place. After investigating and talking with 
dozens of witnesses, including several police officers, he concluded that there were no UFOs and what the people saw was 
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simply swamp gas. Debunkers have declared that UFOs were swamp gas ever since. However Dr. Hynek, originally a 
doubter, eventually changed his mind and came to believe that UFOs exist.

Iklil Al Jabhah: The 15th Mansion of the Moon, corresponding to part of the constellation Scorpio. 
Influence: Inhibits thieves 
Spirit: Atliel

Ilmatar: ("ILL-mah-tar"): Finnish goddess; mother of the waters. Creation goddess impregnated by the wind to give birth to 
the earth and stars and the first person (a bard).

Imbolc: February 2 
IMBOLC/IMBOLG is the Old Irish name for an ancient Celtic festival occurring at the beginning of February. Imbolc was the 
second of the four great fire festivals of Celtic religion and under Christian influence was also known as Candlemas. From 
early times Imbolc was associated with the fire goddess Brighid, and celebrated the approach of spring and the promise of 
renewal.

Imbolg: Alternate spelling of Imbolc.

Imp: In occult lore the imp is a spirit being, a conscious entity belonging to the class of nature spirits.... The Church viewed 
the imp as a servant of the devil, relegating it to the category of minor demons.

Incline Effect: When tests for paranormal abilities are repeated, there is sometimes an increase in successful performance.

Indirect Voice: During a séance, it is called an indirect voice phenomena when the voice of the spirit comes from the throat 
of the medium. Even though it uses the medium’s breath and vocal chords, it may sound dramatically different from the 
mediums normal voice.

Ing: The 22nd rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the sound ng. 

ING is almost always a positive rune, and only in the most negative of runecasts does it even suggest failure.
Also See: Inguz

Inguz: The 22nd rune of the Elder Futhark, corresponding to the sound ng. 

The name of this rune refers primarily to the god Yngvi Frey.... Inguz is also a fertility rune,
Also See: Ing

Initiate: As a verb (pronounced “in-ih-shee-ate”), the process—usually involving a ritual—of bringing someone into a group or 
magickal organization. As a noun (pronounced “in-ih-shee-uht”), a person who has gone through the process.

Invocation: The process required when Invoking.

Invoke: To call [the power or presence of, for instance, a deity] in from outside the psyche.

Invultuation: Invultation is the practice of sticking pins in a wax doll in order to cause pain or harm to a victim.

Ioho: The 20th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter I and meaning "yew." 

There are yew trees in Britain that are two thousand years old, making this tree a good symbol for immortality.... Ioho stands 
for transformation and rebirth. It symbolizes what you have inherited from your ancestral past. It gives new strength and the 
ability to understand hidden truths.
Also See: Idad

Isa: The 11th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter i. 

As the name of this rune implies, ISA signifies a cessation of activities--a freeze. All plans should be put on hold for the 
moment to be resumed at a more auspicious time.

Isa: Isa is the third rune of the second aett. Like the first two runes in this aett, Isa is also associated with an element--the 
element of ice.... Water is fluid; ice is solid and static. Isa therefore represents the principle of preservation and resistance to 
change.

Isaac Newton: (1643*-1727) Virtually every school child knows the story of how an Apple supposedly fell on Newton’s head 
leading him to discover the laws of gravity. High school and college students are familiar with Newton’s laws of physics. 
However, few today are familiar with the fact that Newton was as interested in both physical and metaphysical sciences. John 
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Michael Greer, in The New Encyclopedia of the Occult, attributes this to scientists of the 18th century and onward thinking 
that Newton’s occult interests, especially his voluminous writings on alchemy, were an “embarrassment” and dismissed them 
while biographies ignored this aspect of his life. His alchemical writings were not even published until the late 20th century. 

Newton’s work on optics should have given people a clue as to his mystical leanings. Newton came up with a clever 
experiment that proved that prisms did not color light, as many scholars (including Descartes, Robert Hooke, and Edward 
Boyle) had thought, but broke it down into component parts. He said that white light broke down into seven colors: red, 
orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo, and violet. However, anyone looking at the colors created by a prism or a rainbow will see 
literally thousands of colors that blend into each other. Newton chose seven as the number of colors because of that 
number’s mystical value: seven days of the week, on the seventh day God rested, the seven planets, the seven heavens, the 
seven churches, etc. 

Today, many Western teachings on color focus on the seven-color system of Newton. Even Eastern ideas have been 
adapted. For example, although traditional associations of colors to the seven chakras of Indian mysticism are different, in 
the West, they are usually attributed to the colors and order created by Newton. 

* Some give his birth as 1642. During his lifetime, the Western calendar was changed to its modern form, thus moving his 
birth date to 1943.
Also See: Sir Isaac Newton, Newton, Isaac

Isis: Ashleen O'Gaea shares a home in the Tucson foothills with her husband Canyondancer, a silly old dog called 
Barleycorn, and three delightful cats. A background in education and English (including Anglo-Saxon) underlies O'Gaea's 
interest in family dynamics, religious education, history, natural science, art, music, and adventure. She is an active member 
of the Tucson Area Wiccan-Pagan Network. and reviews Llewellyn books for TAWN's newsletter, Tapestry. She's a founding 
Board member of Mother Earth Ministries-ATC, a neo-Pagan prison ministry based in Tucson. Retired from coven leadership 
after 13 years, she and Canyondancer present workshops and offer pastoral services.

Isis: One of the most popular and beloved goddesses. Her worship began in Egypt where she was known as Au Set, but in 
Greek it became Isis. Her worship spread throughout Europe, and when She appears in specialized forms, she is given 
different names. For example, she is Aphrodite (goddess of Love), Hecate (goddess of magic), and Demeter (goddess of 
grain). 

It is estimated that She has been worshiped for 6,000 years. Rituals for initiation into her Mysteries appear in Apuleius’ 
Metamorphoses, or The Golden Ass (circa 100 CE). The ritual is similar to initiation into certain modern Witchcraft groups.

Jade: Jade is a soothing green color. It is an avocado green gem, with darker mottled flecks of green in it. This variety of jade 
comes from Wyoming. It is composed of sodium aluminum silicate, and because of its felt-like structure, it is very tough and 
resistant.

The name goes back to the time of the Spanish conquest of Central and South America and means piedra de ijada (hip 
stone), as it was used as a protection against and cure for kidney diseases. Jade is the prince of peace and tranquillity. It 
acts quietly as a consciousness raiser of human development. It dispels negativity by the constant emission of soothing and 
cleaning vibrations.

It is said that jade is not from the Earth, but is a mutation from a planet outside this solar system. Jade can never harm 
anyone wearing it, for it does not absorb negative attributes of any nature. It is said to prolong life, protect one from 
accidents, and quiet inner restlessness.

Jamais Vu: The belief that a familiar activity is being experienced for the first time. The opposite of Déjà Vu.

Japa: The repetition of any mantra or Name of God that forces the mind to move towards the spiritual. Some people 
mistakenly think such a repetition is a mantra. A mantra is the word or phrase that is repeated during Japa.

Jera: The 12th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter J. 

The meaning of this rune is harvest, and a reaping of rewards for efforts expended.

Jera: That this rune is the fourth in the aett of Hagalaz and the twelfth in the futhark is a good example of synchronicity, since 
there are twelve months in the year and twice twelve hours in a day. The name of this rune indicates that it has an important 
bearing on time and the divisions of time.

Jnana Yoga: Achieving union with the Divine (“yoga”) through knowledge (jnana). The techniques include learning to 
discriminate between what is real (anything that is eternal) and unreal (everything else), developing the ability to detach 
yourself from the unreal, practice of six virtues such as control of the mind, perfect concentration, faith, etc., and intense 
longing for freedom from rebirth (reincarnation). One of the four major yogic paths.
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John Pierpont Morgan: (1837-1914) One of the most influential and important financiers in history. Morgan literally saved 
the United States from severe depression in 1907. He formed U.S. Steel, the world’s first billion-dollar corporation. He was a 
major financial supporter of Thomas Edison. His purchases of business and finances, combined with his personal power, 
made him one of the major controllers of the Trusts that sought monopolies in a wide variety of U.S. businesses. They were 
eventually broken up by the U.S. federal government. 

Like him or hate him, there is no doubt that he was unbelievably wealthy and powerful. He is mentioned here because of one 
of his little-known quotes that supports an occult science: “Millionaires don’t use astrology. Billionaires do.”
Also See: J.P. Morgan, Morgan, John Pierpont

Jotun: Race of giants or gods who came before the Aesir and the Vanir. They can be compared roughly to the titans of 
Greek mythology.

Judgment: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XX. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds 
to the Hebrew letter Resh. In the system of the Golden Dawn, Judgment corresponds to the Hebrew letter Shin and the 
element of Fire.
Also See: Le Jugement, The Last Judgment, Judgement, The Last Judgement

Jupiter: Jupiter is in its rulership in Sagittarius. Jupiter is the planet that can tell you about processes in your life. On the 
physical level Jupiter relates to glandular function, specifically the liver. The sign and house placement indicate the general 
level of glandular function, and may indicate the most appropriate diet. Aspects to Jupiter can indicate the timing of diet and 
nutritional changes to achieve healthier processing within the body.

The same is true for the mind. Jupiter indicates a philosophical level of thinking. Its placement and aspects suggest how you 
relate to the world on the mental level, where you thoughts tend to expand, and how you approach new situations mentally. 
Jupiter reflects the area where you are most optimistic about life. It can also show where you can become extravagant or 
how you tend to exaggerate.

Jupiter also shows how you approach religious concepts. Do you examine the details Virgo style? Do you go with what is 
comfortable Taurus style? Jupiter shows how you come to understand the Universe and God, what inspires you to greater 
faith, and how you hold onto your beliefs once they have developed.

Jupiter is idealistic. Its placement and aspects show where idealism will take you during your life. Jupiter provides a reflection 
of how you pursue your mission in life. Here I am referring to your spiritual mission, but also to your career as that pertains to 
your spiritual development.

Jupiter reflects the human capacity for forgiveness. Each of us has a personal style where relationships are concerned, and 
each of us forgives the errors and differences in others. Jupiter’s placement and aspects show how we learn to forgive 
ourselves for weaknesses and mistakes as well. This is how we come to understand ourselves, not as vessels of perfect 
human expression, but rather as spiritually guided beings who seek our own most inspired, most confident, most successful 
expression. Jupiter allows us to indulge in excesses, while at the same time guiding us to our goals. This planet shows how 
your individual sense of humor works. Through Jupiter we come to understand humanity n general and ourselves in 
particular, both aspiring to be spiritually wise and understanding of self and others.

Justice: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered VIII or XI. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Cheth. In the system of the Golden Dawn, Justice corresponds to the Hebrew letter Lamed 
and the astrological sign of Libra.
Ka: One of the three parts of the soul according to ancient Egyptian belief. A person must have all three parts to live, and if 
one part died they all died. The Ka is the astral double of a person, animal or thing. It is physically and emotionally identical to 
the person and given to him or her at birth. In Egyptian symbolism it was depicted as a person with both arms raise or just 
two raised arms.

Kabalism: The techniques and practices of Kabbalah.

Kalma: ("KAHL-maa:): Finnish goddess of death.

Kaph: The eleventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet, K or Kh. Represents the number 20. The fourth of the seven "double 
letters." A Hebrew word meaning "palm of hand." Corresponds to the planet Jupiter, the 21st Path (between Chesed and 
Netzach), and Tarot trump X The Wheel of Fortune.
Also See: Kaf

Karma: Depending on the culture, the concept of karma has several different interpretations. While some schools of thought 
use the term to mean a sort of payback for our good and bad deeds, others (notably Buddhist scholars) maintain that karma 
never means the effect of a good or bad deed, but the deed itself. This initial deed, they argue, sets into motion a chain of 
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events that leads to eiher good or bad situations, depending on the nature of the original deed. Edgar Cayce, on the other 
hand, taught that the consequences of our actions in this life were not karma, but simply cause and effect. He said that 
karma was always what we bring into this life as consequences from a past life.

Karma Yoga: Achieving union with the Divine (“yoga”) through selfless service to all of humanity. The technique is simply to 
be kind and generous to others to the best of your ability, and consecrating your actions to the Divine. “Karma” means 
“action, so a person who practices karma yoga should be focused on the action and not on the outcome of the action. It is 
believed that if you are thus focused, the lessons of karma will be learned and you will be less likely to need to reincarnate. 
One of the four basic yogic paths.

Kenaz: The sixth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter K. 

KENAZ symbolizes the element fire, but unlike FEHU, it is the friendly, warm, controlled flame of the torch or the hearth fire.
Also See: Kaunaz

Kenaz: Most rune-workers interpret the meaning of the Kenaz rune as "torch," which has always been regarded as a symbol 
of knowledge.
Also See: Kaunaz

Kenning: A kenning is a poetic metaphor. For example, the fishes' bath means the sea.

Kether: The first and topmost of the Sephiroth of the cabalistic Tree of Life. The term is a Hebrew word meaning "Crown." It 
represents the archetype of the number 1, the undifferentiated Godhead. It corresponds to the divine name Eheieh, the 
archangel Metatron, the angelic choir called Chayoth ha-Qadesh (Holy Living Creatures) and the Rashith ha-Gilgalim, or 
Primum Mobile.

Kether: In Kether is the Divine White Brilliance, the scintillation and corruscation of the Divine Glory--that Light which lighteth 
the universe--that Light which surpasseth the glory of the Sun and beside which the light of mortals is but darkness, and 
concerning which it is not fitting that we should speak more fully. And the Sphere of its Operation is called Rashith Ha-
Gilgalim--the beginning of whirling (or whirls, or whorls), the Primum Mobile or First Mover, which bestoweth the gift of life in 
all things and filleth the whole Universe. And Eheieh is the Name of the Divine Essence in Kether; and its Archangel is the 
Prince of Countenances--Metatron or Metraton, He who bringeth others before the face of God. And the Name of its Order of 
Angels is called Chaioth ha-Qadesh, the Holy Living Creatures, which are also called the Order of Seraphim.

Key of Solomon: One of the famous classical grimoires also known as the Greater Key of Solomon. In French it was 
available in the fourteenth century. A.E. Waite is willing to allow as much as two centuries before this time for the book to 
have been created and transmitted (perhaps orally), placing its true original as far back as the twelfth century. It would seem 
that scholars generally agree on the idea that the Key (along with the Lemegeton) is the fountainhead of Medieval grimoiric 
writing; providing the format, style, and even the content of those which followed. 

The Key is composed of two books. Book one concerns the art of spirit summoning—without offering any set hierarchies of 
intelligences or the use of a triangle. Instead, the spirits arrive at the edge of the circle, and it is up to the mage to question 
them about their names and functions. Book two concerns itself with all ritual preparations—purifications, the construction of 
magickal tools, incense, holy water, etc. It is also the book from which Gerald Gardner drew much of his material in his 
formation of Wicca.

Kirlian Photography: Discovered in the Soviet Union by S.D. and V. Kirlian, and popularized in the U.S. by Dr. Thelma 
Moss, Kirlian photos use high voltage and low amperage electricity going through an object, rather than light reflecting from 
it, to take a photo. The result shows dramatic images of colored energy patterns and halos around the objects. Scientists 
refer to this as a “coronal discharge,” but mystics claim it is actually a photo of the aura. Most famously it illustrated a 
complete image of a halo around a leaf after part of the leaf had been removed. Some have speculated that this is related to 
the “phantom limb” experience of many who have had a limb amputated.

Koad: The 21st letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter K and meaning "sacred grove." 

Rather than a single tree, Koad represents the sacred groves that were so venerated by the Celts.... Koad represents hidden 
knowledge being revealed, everything falling into place so that mysteries are suddenly understood.

Kundalini: Kundalini is a concept often spoken of in relation to the charkas. Mythologically, Kundalini is a serpent Goddess 
who lies asleep at the base of the spine, coiled three and one half times around the first chakra, awaiting unfoldment. When 
she is awakened through any of a number of techniques, she unfolds and rises through the center of the body, piercing and 
wakening each chakra as she goes. When she has risen to the top or crown chakra, then all of the chakras have been 
opened, and a person is said to experience enlightenment.
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Kyllikki: ("KEWL-ikki"): means "beautiful island flower." Finnish maiden goddess, equivalent to Persephone. She was 
abducted by a wanton and unlucky mate.
Lagaz: The 21st rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter l. 

LAGAZ is a rune of intuitive knowledge and indicates you should follow your intuitions closely in the matter in question.

Laguz: The 21st rune of the Elder Futhark, corresponding to the letter L. Meaning - Lake. 

Laguz is a powerful rune for occult work of a beneficial nature.
Also See: Lagaz

Lamed: The twelfth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, L. Represents the number 30. The seventh of the twelve "single letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "ox goad." Corresponds to Libra, the 22nd Path (between Geburah and Tiphareth), and Tarot trump XI 
(or VIII) Justice.
Also See: Lamedh

Lamp: The spiritual focus of the circle is the flame of the lamp, which is always lit during rituals, and which resides in the 
middle of the altar top. The absolute magical center of the circle is the invisible point where the flame of the lamp tapers up 
and vanishes into infinity. Usually a ceramic or metal oil lamp is used, but a candle is acceptable. Some groups maintain a 
perpetual flame on their altars. This is beyond the reach of small circles or individuals, but the flame should be maintained 
without failing in the astral temple in the mind of each ritualist. This is the true occult perpetual lamp. 

The flame is the focus of the awareness of those working the ritual. They direct their prayers to it and meditate upon it. The 
point at which it disappears into infinity marks the doorway in the Veil of Unknowing, which the ritual is designed to open. The 
flame should be conceived by the Magus as burning in the center of his or her being, throwing its light across the circle of 
self. When the circle is filled with light, the self is purified and exalted.

Leannan Sith: A term from Celtic shamanism (especially from Scotland) meaning "spirit mate" or "fairy sweetheart." 
Traditionally, as long as such a spiritual partner was pleased with a mortal mate, everything would go well. But if offended or 
spurned the spirit could take action with unpleasant results. Some people today, however, relate leannan sith to the spiritual 
aspect of the relationship of soul mates. According to one source, when the Bible was translated into Scots Gaelic, the 
translators used the term leannan sith. This resulted in some Scots claiming biblical proof for the existence of fairies. Should 
not be confused with leannan-sidhe a type of beautiful vampire (Isle of Man) or muse to poets and minstrels (Ireland).

Lebor: (l’yower) - Old Irish word for book. 

Left-Hand Path: A path in Western magick that is “evil.” Possible derivation from the Latin sinister or French sinestre (the 
source of the English word “sinister”) which means “left.” In Tantric magickal traditions, Left-Hand Path refers to traditions 
where practitioners actually perform rituals while Right-Hand Path refers to meditative techniques. Some Western magicians 
are adopting these Tantric definitions.

Lemegeton: Also known as the Lesser Key of Solomon, the Lemegeton is composed of five texts that may have been 
separate but were collected into this book. The first and best-known section is the “Goetia,” which introduces the use of the 
magickal Triangle of the Art for evoking spirits. 

The second part is the “Theurgia-Goetia,”which has many other spirits for summoning. The Third part is the “Pauline Art” 
which was supposedly discovered by the Apostle Paul and delivered in Corinth. It deals with spirits allotted to every degree of 
the zodiac, as well as the signs, the planets of the signs, and of the hours. It includes the way to find the Angel of your 
Ascendant which is called “The Conjuration of the Holy Guardian Angel” and uses a crystal ball. 

The fourth part is the “Almadel” which refers to a square tablet of wax with holy names and characters on it for the 
summoning of Angels. The fifth part is the “Ars Nova” (New Art) in one version and “Ars Notaria” (Notary Arts) in most others. 
Both versions consist of prayers and orations.
Also See: Grimoire

Lemuria: A continent, perhaps mythic, in the Pacific that sank around 10,000 B.C.E. Sacred Tibetan texts remember it as 
“Ra-Mu”; inscriptions on the American continents refer to it as the “lost Motherland of Mu”; and Edgar Cayce, who had access 
to the Akashic Records, names it “Muri” or “Lemuria.” “Lemuria” may have originated from the word lemures, which the 
Romans used to describe the spirits of their dead ancestors who walked by night. 

“Lemuria” also stems from the nineteenth century, when scientists unexpectedly found small nocturnal animals called lemurs 
living on Madagascar and New Guinea. They believed the original home of these monkey-like mammals was 250 miles away 
in Africa, and there was no obvious explanation of how they had traveled so far. The missing land was named “Lemuria” in 
honor of the Lemurs. Today the ancient sunken country in the Pacific Ocean is a place with two names; “Lemuria” and “Mu” 
are used interchangeably. 
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Col. James Churchward first learned about Mu from records on sacred Naacal tablets in India…After many years of 
searching in Asia and Central America for further information about the lost country, Churchward believed that, until 10,000 
B.C.E., the largest remaining island of the Motherland of Mu lay in the southeastern Pacific on a broad area of uplifted sea-
floor. It extended southeast from Hawaii to Easter Island, with its center somewhat south of the equator. Narrow channels of 
ocean divided the land into three sections. According to some it had an advanced civilization and was the “cradle of the 
human race.”

Leo: The best quality of Leo is kindness.  The worst quality is domination.  A key phrase is "I lead." The Leo personality is 
strong, even majestic.  Leo wants to be dignified in every situation, and also may want to dominate.  Stability is a pronounced 
trait. The Leo mental process tends toward large ideas.  Leo is determined to rise to a position of authority and despises 
petty tasks.  The desire for personal glory sometimes leads Leo’s reach to exceed the grasp in the pursuit of honors or high 
office.  The individual will is generally focused, and cannot be easily swayed.

The passionate temperament of Leos makes you exciting to be around.  You can be entertaining, as you seek the limelight, if 
not the love of the audience.  You act from emotion or intuition, and may fail to consider the price of your actions.  Impulsive 
and daring, you make good leaders, determined to win.  You can also be willful, holding your own position in spite of the 
wisdom of the alternative.

The Leo disposition is sympathetic and warm-hearted for the most part.  In leadership situations these qualities may manifest 
in the fact that you do not demand the impossible of others – that you reserve for yourself.  Once committed Leos are faithful 
and trust in others.  You are not very good at taking orders.

Leos are fair opponents.  You recognize a good challenge and bring courage and nobility to the battle.  You can be persistent 
in the pursuit of your goals, and thus provide leadership in difficult situations where others might quit.  Like the lion, Leos wish 
to dominate your surroundings, but are willing to bask in the sun in a dignified manner.  Once you have made a decision, you 
are outspoken in your expression of your position.  You can be overbearing when you determine to get your own way.  It is 
better to seek your agreement than to try to force you to accept someone else’s views.

Leo: The Loyalist 
Key Phrase: I WILL 

The regal sign of the zodiac, Leo certainly knows how to claim the center of attention! Operating as the Fixed Fire sign, this is 
the quality of determined inspiration which develops a sense of loyalty, pride, and steadfast honor. But Leo can also be ego-
centered, and in its more negative forms of expression shows arrogance and pomposity. Leo may be most comfortable at 
play, where the ego can relax and creative energy run free. There is magnetism associated with Leo, and a flair for the 
dramatic. Leo is as difficult to ignore as the Sun (which it is ruled by), and can be domineering, controlling, and dictatorial. But 
when expressing its more positive dynamics, Leo’s warmth and generosity are unmatched. Where Leo resides in your chart, 
there is a need for attention and an ability to show high levels of creativity.

Lesser Banishing Ritual of the Pentagram: Abbreviated LBRP. A basic Golden Dawn ritual that uses the figure of the 
pentagram to cleanse the temple or ritual space of unwanted energies.
Also See: LBRP

Lesser Key of Solomon: Another name for the Lemegeton.
Also See: 

levitation: The rising into the air of a person or thing by an unseen force.
Also See: levitate

Ley Lines: These are lines of unseen energy that cross the earth. When the lines intersect, an energy vortex is formed. 
Ancient mystical sites are said to be built on such vortex points, and they attract non-physical entities. Homes or buildings 
near these points are more likely to be haunted than are other locations.

Libra: The best quality of Libra lies in your natural social skills.  The worst quality is your capacity to vacillate or approve 
without careful thought.  A key phrase is “I balance.” The Libra personality is peaceful in general, although you can be 
formidable champions of justice when aroused.  You are changeable, willing to go along with the decisions of others in all 
cases where the outcome is not of deep personal importance to you.  The tendency to be indecisive may change as you 
gather experience, but you may always go through a “what if” scenario or two before choosing a course of action.

Vacillation has its positive side in adaptability.  Libras are willing to dabble in many different areas, and this is how you gather 
enough information to hold your own in any social situation.  You can be perfectionists in matters of personal importance, and 
can surprise others with occasional definitive expressions of your ideas and ideals.
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The Libra temperament is sensitive and refined.  There is an artistic quality to your mental and emotional outlook – you seek 
harmony in all things.  Libras go along with the group, but this does not mean you are submissive.  You are fully able to hold 
your own ground intellectually.  You often supply the argument that leads to synthesis and equilibrium.

The Libra disposition is sympathetic and kind.  You are considerate and would never think of causing harm intentionally.  You 
enjoy social interaction and can meet others with impartiality.  You are generally approving of the actions of others, and in 
leadership positions you will find gentle ways to point out the proper path.

The desire to be around other people inspires a cooperative attitude.  Your clarity of communication can make Librans an 
inspiration to others – when you express your beliefs, you reveal your ideals, your creative sense, and your ability to integrate 
data into a balanced assessment of the needs of the moment.  You appreciate the efforts of others.

Libra: The Judge 
Keyword Phrase: I BALANCE 

Libra’s refined sensibilities are seen in artistry of all forms. Social and diplomatic, Libra can be highly impartial. As the 
Cardinal Air sign of the zodiac, Libra represents the need to initiate relationships and make connections. Yet Libra can also 
be distant, inconsiderate, and conceited. Symbolized by the Scales, Libra strives for balance and harmony, but is sometimes 
caught in indecision. Libran energy tends toward a high degree of logic and consideration, but can also be expressed through 
placating or argumentative attitudes. Ruled by the planet Venus, Libra is continually judging the value of everything. Libra 
knows there are two sides to every story, and when called upon to mediate, can be an exceptional arbitrator. Where you see 
Libra in the chart, there is a need for harmony, beauty, and refinement.

Libra: The Judge 
Keyword Phrase: I BALANCE 

Libra’s refined sensibilities are seen in artistry of all forms. Social and diplomatic, Libra can be highly impartial. As the 
Cardinal Air sign of the zodiac, Libra represents the need to initiate relationships and make connections. Yet Libra can also 
be distant, inconsiderate, and conceited. Symbolized by the Scales, Libra strives for balance and harmony, but is sometimes 
caught in indecision. Libran energy tends toward a high degree of logic and consideration, but can also be expressed through 
placating or argumentative attitudes. Ruled by the planet Venus, Libra is continually judging the value of everything. Libra 
knows there are two sides to every story, and when called upon to mediate, can be an exceptional arbitrator. Where you see 
Libra in the chart, there is a need for harmony, beauty, and refinement.

License to Depart: In the magickal practice of spirit evocation, the oration given to dismiss the entity summoned. An 
example might be, “O thou spirit ______________, because thou has diligently answered unto my demands and hast been 
very ready and willing to come at my call, I do here license thee to depart unto they proper place. Go now in peace to thy 
abodes and habitations, causing neither harm nor danger unto humans or beasts. Depart, then, I say, and be thou very ready 
to come at my call, when duly conjured by the sacred rites of magick. I charge thee to withdraw peaceably and quietly, and 
may the peace of God be ever continued between thee and me! So mote it be!” 

In the space the magicians would name the spirit who had been evoked. Variations of this occur in both the Greater and 
Lesser Keys of Solomon. Gerald Gardner, popularizer of Wicca, was familiar with ceremonial magick, and may have adapted 
some parts of this for the dismissal used in Wiccan rites.

Life Line: The life line is the line that wraps around the thumb and ends at the wrist. Contrary to legend, the length of the life 
line cannot be used to predict the life span of the individual. This is inaccurate and can do absolutely no good. However, the 
life line gives us a good idea of the person's life energies, and how directed the person is.

Litha: June 20 
The first day of summer is Litha, a festival that honors the Sun at its zenith. 
Summer Solstice

Litha: A name for the summer solstice used in many modern Pagan traditions. It has been claimed as the original Pagan 
name for this festival, but no evidence has been presented to back this up. The actual origin of the term appears to be J.R.R. 
Tolkien’s fantasy trilogy, The Lord of the Rings; in the calendar Tolkien devised for the fictional race of Hobbits, midsummer’s 
day is named Lithe.

Loch Ness Monster: Loch Ness is a long (24 miles), deep (Maximum depth: 755 feet) lake in the northwest of Scotland. Its 
volume makes it the largest freshwater lake in Great Britain. Reports of a large creature living in the loch date back to the 
time of St. Columba in the 6th century. Locally known as “Nessie,” the history of the creature is filled with errors, hoaxes, and 
tantalizing clues. Some believe the creature is some sort of plesiosaur, but how it (or its progeny) could have lived hundreds 
of years with a relatively small food source it unknown. The tangible and known result of the creature includes tourist trade to 
the area. Occultist Aleister Crowley once leased a house on the loch.
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Lost Civilizations: As a result of archeology, there is ample evidence that there have been civilizations that began, became 
advanced, and then vanished, sometimes for no reason. As a result, people have wondered what those lost civilizations were 
like. Fueled by stories that seem to be part history and part myth, entire concepts of lost civilizations have been created. 

In the Atlantic, partially based on the writings of Plato, it is believed there had once been an advanced civilization on an 
island or continent called Atlantis. In the South Pacific, there is a belief there was an advanced civilization known as Lemuria 
or Mu. There are also believed to be lost civilizations off the coast of Florida, and in various parts of the U.S. and other 
places. 

The search for such lost civilization is in part based on a desire to learn if they had a science different from, and more 
advanced in certain areas, than our current science. However, the dream of finding an ideal place with people who lived 
healthy, extremely long and peaceful lives seems to be at the heart of many a searcher. One such lost civilization is 
completely invented in the book, Lost Horizon by James Hilton. The name of his lost civilization, Shangri-La, has become 
synonymous with such dreams.

Lots: The drawing of lots to uncover occult information or receive divine direction occurs several times in the bible. Aaron 
casts lots over the two goats brought for the Yom Kippur offering to determine which will be the scapegoat (Lev.16). Lots are 
used to divvy up the Land of Israel between the tribes (Num. 26; Joshua 15–19). While the passage is vague, Joshua 
apparently used either lots of the Urim and Thumim to determine who sinned against God by taking pillage from Jericho 
(Joshua 7). Saul is identified as God’s appointed king by means of lots (I Samuel 10). Seaman on the ship that was carrying 
Jonah used lots to identify him as the source of God’s wrath toward them (Jon. 2). In the story of Purim, Haman uses lots to 
determine the most propitious day to attack and annihilate the Jews (Est. 3). 

The use of lots for divinatory purposes faded away in post-Biblical Judaism.

Lovecraft: Howard Phillps Lovecraft (1890–1937) was an American writer who specialized in short horror stories. Eventually, 
the stories ended up having a set of common themes including the human race being battled over by god-like entities, a set 
of evil deities with the best known being “Cthulhu,” the inevitability of fate in our lives, and a mysterious book, the 
Necronomicon, that revealed all of this information and how people could make use of it. 

Lovecraft not only used these themes in his own stories, but also within stories he ghost wrote for others such as the famous 
escape artist, Harry Houdini. Other contemporary writers liked the concept so much that they began to use the concepts, and 
expand upon them, in their own stories, eventually including even each other as inside jokes. For example, “Klarkash-Ton” 
was a name of a high priest, and is a play on the name of writer Clark Ashton Smith, and author August Derleth named a 
character “Ward Phillips” as a play on Howard Phillips Lovecraft’s name. 

Because so many writers included aspects of the “Cthulhu Mythos” in their stories, and because Lovecraft wrote many 
stories which were published under the names of others that also used references to these ideas, some people came to 
conclude that there must be some validity in them. For decades, people would go to used book dealers looking for copies of 
the mythic Necronomicon. Eventually several versions were published. 

Due to a perceived inner consistency in the Cthulhu Mythos, some occultists have assumed that Lovecraft actually tapped 
into something very magickal, and use concepts from his writings in their works. Some independent magicians use one of the 
Necronomicon versions as a basis for their magick. Others acknowledge that it is mythic, but contend that all deity pantheons 
are mythic and the one created by Lovecraft is as good as any other such pantheons.

Lovers: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered VI. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Vav. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Lovers corresponds to the Hebrew letter Zayin and the 
astrological sign of Gemini.
Also See: L'Amoureux

Lughnasadh: In modern Pagan practice, one of the festivals of the eightfold year-wheel, usually celebrated on or about 
August 1. The day is also known by the English name of Lammas. The day is also known by the English name of Lammas. 
Lughnasadh is derived from an old Irish festival of the same name, celebrated in late summer with horse races and 
temporary “teltown marriages” that lasted for one year. 

In modern Irish Gaelic, Lughnasadh is the name for the month of August.

Lughnasadh: The first in the trilogy of harvest festivals in ancient Celtic culture. It marked the beginning of the harvest 
season and the decline of summer into winter. It was also known as Lammas from the Saxon word Hlaf-mass, the Feast of 
Bread. Festivities and rituals typically centered around the assurance of a bountiful harvest season and the celebration of the 
harvest cycle.

Luis: The second letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, corresponding to the letter L and meaning "rowan."
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The rowan tree was important to the Druids. Before going into battle, they would say incantations over fires made from rowan 
wood.... It is not surprising then that Luis represents protection and the ability to distinguish good from bad.

Luminary: From the Latin lumin: light. Luminary is a poetic term for the astronomical bodies that generate or reflect light. In 
our solar system they are primarily the Sun, Moon, and planets.

Lunar: Having to do with the Moon.
Also See: moon

Luonnotar: ("LWOAN-oh-tar"): Finnish goddess; daughMabon: September 22 
At Mabon, the Sun finally loses its dominion over the light, and its power wanes with each passing day. 
Fall Equinox

Magia: Spanish for magic
Also See: Magic

Magic: Magic is the art of affecting the manifest through the Unmanifest. The manifest is all that can be seen, touched, 
perceived, manipulated, imagined, or understood. The Unmanifest is none of these things. It is the place, or rather the non-
place, from which everything issues. All that comes into being comes from the Unmanifest. All that passes away goes back to 
the Unmanifest. 
Also See: magick

Magic: According to the famous occultist Aleister Crowley, magick is "the Science and Art of causing Change to occur in 
conformity with Will." ... In fact, Crowley... says that "every intentional act is a Magickal Act." If you follow his line of 
reasoning, there is a great deal of validity in what he says, although it is not what we are seeking at this time. We need to 
make the definition of magick a bit longer: Magick is the science and art of causing change (in consciousness) to occur in 
conformity with will, using means not currently understood by traditional Western science.
Also See: magick

Magic Mirror: A mirror used for divination. Unlike most mirrors, a magic mirror is black instead of silver.

Magical and Ritual Tools: The implements, or weapons often used in the performance of rituals and magical rites. 
Traditionally these include tools for each of the magical elements, a stemmed goblet or chalice to represent water, a disk, 
paten, or pentacle to represent earth, a wand to represent fire and a dagger to represent air. Some practitioners reverse the 
wand and dagger associations. 

Other tools can include candles, sigils, Tarot cards, talismans, other types of wands, other types of daggers (especially the 
black-handled blade, sharp on both sides, known as the Athame and the lesser-used white-handled knife known as a Boline, 
most often used by Wiccans and Witches), gemstones, and many others.
Also See: Athame, Boline

Magical Bath: This type of bath is not intended to merely take the dirt off your skin. Rather, it cleans negativity and the cares 
of the day from your spirit. First, take a shower to get the dirt off. Then run a warm bath. Be sure to put in some bath salts or 
Epsom salts with some nicely scented oil or perfume added. Then get in and just soak for a few minutes. Feel all of your 
cares, worries and negativity going into the water. Now, pull the plug and let the water drain while you stay in the water. As 
the water drains you will feel all of the negative things which were troubling you go down with the water. After all of the water 
has drained out of the tub, get out and dry yourself with a clean, fresh towel.

Magical Memory: A term primarily used by followers of Thelema, the magickal system of Aleister Crowley, to mean the 
memory of past lives.

Magical Name: A magical name is more than a mere name-word. It is a name to which much thought has been given. Found 
at the end of a search of one's heart, mind, and self, it is the result of a quest for the perfect name.... It can be more than a 
name; it can be a tool. A tool for transformation.

Magician: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered I. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Aleph. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Magician corresponds to the Hebrew letter Beth and the 
planet Mercury.
Also See: Juggler, Le Bateleur, Magus

Magick: The actions of many consciousnesses voluntarily working together within an aware and interconnected universe to 
bring about one or more desired results.
Also See: magic
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Magick: According to the famous occultist Aleister Crowley, magick is "the Science and Art of causing Change to occur in 
conformity with Will." ... In fact, Crowley... says that "every intentional act is a Magickal Act." If you follow his line of 
reasoning, there is a great deal of validity in what he says, although it is not what we are seeking at this time. We need to 
make the definition of magick a bit longer: Magick is the science and art of causing change (in consciousness) to occur in 
conformity with will, using means not currently understood by traditional Western science.
Also See: magic

Magickal Diary: A record each magician keeps of his or her magical workings. It should include such things as date, time, 
moon phase, weather, your emotions at the start, your physical condition, name of the rituals performed, purpose of rituals, 
how everything went, etc. Later, complete entries with the results (success, partial success, etc.). By viewing this over time 
you will see which conditions encourage success and have proof of your developing magickal abilities.

Maiden: 1) An aspect of the triple goddess who is young and virginal. 2) A member of a coven, traditionally younger and 
female, who assists the High Priestess.

Major Arcana: The twenty-two trump cards of the Tarot; those cards not included in any of the four suits. The cards 
numbered 0 (the Fool) through 21 (the World).

Malkuth: The tenth Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the bottom Sephirah on the whole Tree. The term is a Hebrew 
word meaning "Kingdom." It represents the archetype of the number 10, the manifested aspect of the Godhead. It 
corresponds to the divine name Adonai ha-Aretz, the archangel Sandalphon, the angelic choir called Eshim (flames), and 
Olam Yesodoth, the sphere of the elements.

Malkuth: And from the rays of this Triad there appear three colours in Malkuth together with a fourth which is their synthesis. 
Thus from the orange tawny of Hod and the green nature of Netzach, there goeth forth a certain greenish 'citrine' colour, yet 
pure and translucent withal. From the orange tawny of Hod mingled with the puce of Yesod there goeth forth a certain red 
russet brown, 'russet' yet gleaming with a hidden fire. And from the green of Netzach and the puce of Yesod there goeth forth 
a certain other darkening green 'olive' yet rich and glowing withal. And the synthesis of all these is a blackness which 
bordereth upon the Qlippoth. 

In Malkuth, Adonai ha-Aretz is God, the Lord and King, ruling over the Kingdom and Empire which is the Visible Universe. 

And Cholem Yesodoth the Breaker of Foundations, (or Olam Yesodoth--the World of the Elements) is the Name of the 
Sphere of Operation of Malkuth which is called the Sphere of the Elements from which all things are formed, and its 
Archangels are three:--Metatron, the Prince of Countenance reflected from Kether, and Sandalphon, the Prince of Prayer 
(feminine), and Nephesch ha Messiah, the Soul of the Reconciler for Earth. And the Order of Angels is Ashim or Flames of 
Fire, as it is written 'Who maketh his Angels Spirits and his Ministers as a flaming Fire,' and these are also called the Order of 
Blessed Souls, or of the Souls of the Just made Perfect.

Malleus Maleficarum: (Latin, “Hammer of Witches”) Witch-hunting manual written by the German friars Heinrich Kramer and 
Jakob Sprenger, first published in 1486. The most popular of all the Witch-hunting manuals of early modern Europe, the 
Malleus provided a detailed account of official Catholic beliefs about Witches, their actions and motives, and the proper 
methods for identifying them and obtaining confessions through torture.

Mandala: A Sanskrit word that means “circle.” Mandalas are designs that are usually circular and are constructed around a 
central point. In Buddhism and Hinduism, mandalas are frequently used for spiritual and meditation purposes, but they can 
also be used to gain access to your subconscious mind.

Mannaz: The 20th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter m. 

MANNAZ is the rune of humankind. It is a rune of interdependence.

Mannaz: The Mannaz rune signifies cooperation between people sharing the same environment for the benefit of the whole 
of the tribe.... Magically, this rune can be of great help in attracting support from one's peer group in a dispute.

Mansions of the Moon: Manions of the Moon refer to the influence of the Moon as it travels across the sky viewed against 
the background of constellations.... The Janarric system begins in the Pleiades and ends in Perseus.... The Chaldean system 
was in use as late as the nineteenth century and was popular in medieval grimoires.... Each of these [28] mansions was 
believed to emanate an influence that could be harnessed by magick.

Mantra: The term “mantra” has entered modern vocabulary and is popularly used to mean “a repeated phrase.” People with 
a bit more study recognize that its source is from Sanskrit and is used in many Hindu, Buddhist, and other traditions. Some 
who have done more study understand that many of the words used in mantras embody different aspects of divinity and are 
magically and spiritually powerful. The true meanings of the term go even deeper. 
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The word “mantra” comes from two Sanskrit words. “Manas,” Sanskrit for “mind,” gives us the first syllable. “Trai,” which 
means “to make free from” or “to protect” gives us the second. So the real meaning of the term is “To free from the mind.” 
Thus, the use of a mantra can result the experience of Samadhi, enlightenment, which is usually acquired through 
meditation. They can also be used for healing, spiritual, and magical purposes. 

All words have content and power. Most words have little power and a lot of content. For example, the word “peach” 
generally has content or meaning (a fruit) but not much power. Other words, due to the vibratory nature and order of their 
consonants and vowels, can have almost unbelievable power. Real mantras may or may not have an obvious meaning. 
Some have a disguised meaning. But if they are real, the power of their sound can change the universe totally independent 
of their meaning.

Mantra: A common literal translation of the Sanskrit word mantra is “the liberating thought.” Another definition is: “instrument 
or vehicle of thought.” Although similar to it, a mantra cannot be totally equated with the Western concept of prayer. A prayer 
is usually a supplication, a request made by the supplicant. The mantra is regarded at once an invocation, a benediction, an 
affirmation and a promise. 

A mantra can be changed out loud or sung silently within the mind. The main object of mantric intonation is to carry the 
consciousness into an elevated state beyond the mere material. Some Indian yogis even produce the desired effect by 
simply writing out certain mantras repetitively, like a schoolchild writing out lines. This is known as Likhita Japa and aids in 
the development of a wonderful concentration. Although many people think that “mantra” means the repetition of a word or 
phrase, that is incorrect. Mantra is the name of the word or phrase while Japa is the name for the repetition of any mantra or 
Name of God.

Mars: Mars rules Aries. Mars is energy. It is the kind of energy that your body uses to contract muscles, to assimilate food, 
and to fire synapses in the brain. It is the kind of energy that makes gasoline burn, pushing pistons up and down, thereby 
moving your car. It is the dynamic energy of all action in the material world.

The god Mars was responsible for two distinctive kinds of energetic activity: He was the god of war, going around sowing 
terror and fear in the enemy and inspiring courage as well. On the other hand, he was a god of agriculture, encouraging the 
planting and tending of crops, and even encourage the crops themselves to grow.

The sign and house of Mars show where your personal energies tend to go when you are not guiding them. It also shows 
where you can concentrate your energy through decisive action for the strongest results. There is a certain reckless quality to 
Mars. This planet has to do with sharp instruments and vigorous force. We need to understand this planet in order to manage 
energy well, or it can become angry and destructive. Thus reading about Mars in your chart can provide answers to your 
questions about why some situations may have turned out badly, and how to use your physical and emotional energy more 
successfully in the future.

Mars is also the planet of desire. We all tend to use our energy to get what we want when we want it. Desire is a good thing, 
because it impels us forward to something new and better. It helps us to find partners and mates. It helps us to find satisfying 
food, clothing and shelter. On the mental level, desire helps us to choose an area of study, to select books or movies we want 
to experience. On a still higher level, Mars indicates the direction of our spiritual passion. It shows what religious or spiritual 
path will satisfy our desire to understand the universe and master our own actions.

The aspects of Mars in your chart indicate the directions in which you can most easily direct your physical, mental, emotional 
and spiritual energies. Understanding Mars helps you to direct your actions to gain the best results.

Materialization: The physical appearance of an object (see: apport) or complete or partial person from the spirit world.

Mathers, MacGregor: Samuel Liddell "MacGregor" Mathers (Jan. 8, 1854-Nov. 20, 1918) -- "The true magician of the 
Golden Dawn, S.L. MacGregor Mathers, was an accomplished ritualist. Of the three founding members of the Order, Mathers 
was the one most responsible for making the Golden Dawn a truly magical, initiatory Order."
Also See: MacGregor Mathers, Samuel Liddell Mathers

Mathers, Moina: Moina (or Mina) Mathers was born Mina Bergson on February 28, 1865, and died July 25, 1928. She was 
the wife of MacGregor Mathers, one of the founding members of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, and probably 
contributed the bulk of the Order's study material and methods by channeling via the Ouija Board. After the death of her 
husband in 1918, she continued to be active in the order, establishing a temple called Alpha et Omega.
Also See: Mina Bergson, Mina Mathers, Moina Mathers

Maya: Sanskrit for “illusion.” In spiritual traditions it is sometimes mistakenly used to mean that the physical world is an 
illusion. Traditionally, however, it simply means that since everything we know about the world comes through our senses, we 
can misinterpret reality. Therefore, it is only our interpretation of the world that is an illusion. For example, both ancient 
mysticism and modern science acknowledge that everything is made of vibration. However, we see the physical world as 
solid and not vibration. Because we can become enveloped and entangled in the illusion of reality, we can be led away from 
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the true, inner reality of the universe. Sometimes, this process is described as the goddess Maya who casts her spell of 
illusion upon us.

Maybon: A name for the autumnal equinox, also known as the Second Harvest Festival, Festival of Dionysus, Wine Harvest, 
Cornucopia, Feast of Avalon, etc. The first Thanksgiving was held on or near this date, and it is from these early harvest 
festivals that the modern Thanksgiving feasts developed. 

At this time of equal day and night, we give thanks for the harvest that will sustain us through the dark winter months. This is 
the season for gratitude and for giving back to the Earth; for continuing the cycle by giving freely to those less fortunate than 
we are.

meditation: 1. Continuous and profound contemplation or reflection on a subject or series of subjects of a deep or 
impenetrable nature 

2. A long and thoughtful observation of spiritual matters (usually on religious or philosophical subjects)
Also See: chi

meditation: Besides contemplation and relaxation, Eastern concepts of meditation add another definition. Specifically, 
relaxation is the first step and intense contemplation of a single thing is the second step. Eventually, by focusing the mind 
entirely on a single thing, the conscious tires, resulting in the conscious simply getting out of the way. The result—what some 
might call “true meditation” or the goal of meditation—is an alternate state of consciousness that allows you direct contact 
with your higher self or the Divine. Some call this cosmic consciousness or any of several names.
Also See: chi

Medium: A person, most frequently a woman, who communicates with spirits, usually on behalf of another person. There are 
several overlapping types of mediumship: 
Spirit Medium: communicates with spirits 
Trance Medium: goes into a trance to communicate with spirits 
Mental Medium: answers question given by “sitters” at a séance 
Physical Medium: less common that 100 years ago, this is the type of medium who produces paranormal activity during a 
séance.

Medium: A person who is sensitive to the vibrations from the spirit world. They are able to communicate with those on the 
spirit side of life through various means, delivering information and assistance to those who ask. All mediums are also 
psychics.

Mem: The thirteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, M. Represents the number 40 (or, as a final letter, 600). The second of 
the three "mother letters." A Hebrew word meaning "water." Corresponds to the element of Water, the 23rd Path (between 
Geburah and Hod), and Tarot trump XII The Hanged Man.

Mephis: Also known as Memphitis, Mephis is a mythical stone with a special magical power. If ground into powder and drunk 
in water, it would make the user impervious to torture.
Also See: Memphitis

Mercury: Mercury was the messenger of the gods, and the planet is the fastest in motion. It moves back and forth through 
the sky, changing its apparent direction six times each year. This apparent back and forth movement is a reflection of how we 
learn. We listen, then we try. We go back to correct a pattern and we try again. Once we grasp a concept we can move 
forward quickly to the next challenge.

Our mental processes have two basic patterns. Inductive reasoning is something we are born with. It is the capacity to 
remember an experience and apply it to future situations. “Once burned, twice shy” is one way of looking at inductive 
reasoning. The other is deductive reasoning. This is the ability to take a number of observations and draw conclusions from 
the information. This is the ability of abstract thought. Statistical research has inductive qualities. If we ask ten people if they 
like a certain candy and six say yes, we tend to assume that 60 out of a hundred will like it too. Sherlock Holmes used 
deductive reasoning, putting several seemingly unrelated facts together to learn about his quarry.

Mercury provides us with a specific path for both kinds of reasoning, based on its sign and house placement. And Mercury, 
more than any other planet, takes on the attributes of its sign, house and aspects. Just as the god Mercury delivered a 
message without changing it, Mercury in your chart shows how you deliver your personal message. The sign shows your 
personal bias – how you typically choose to express yourself- and the house shows the area of life in which self-expression is 
the most important to you.

Mercury in your chart has to do with all kinds of communication. It shows the speed and quality. It indicates how you use the 
senses. It shows the area of your life where the reasoning processes can best be exercised. Thus it shows where you are 
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likely to achieve the clearest and most potent expression of your inner thoughts to others. Aspects from other planets show 
how your communication is influenced by the events and people around you.

Merkabah: Hebrew for “Chariot,” it refers to the chariot of God. A form of mysticism associated with the Merkabah was 
popular among Jews and a precursor to the Kabalah. 

The basic concept of this form of spirituality is simple, but its execution is complex. By entering an altered state of 
consciousness (through fasting, breathwork, various body positions, and possibly other techniques), the mystic goes through 
various planes of reality (“palaces”) until having the transcendent experience of gazing upon God in His chariot. There are 
many traps and needs for information to guardians along the way that make this process difficult. 

The concept of going into another level for spiritual and magical practices compares with the shamanic tradition of entering 
other worlds to get information from spirit and animal guides. The concept of going through levels to reach the divine 
compares with the original kabalistic concept of pathworking.

Metaphysics: The study of things outside of the physical world and common experience. The term is frequently used to 
represent all things occult and paranormal. The origin of the term is from Aristotle who wrote works describing the physical 
world, and then some works covering other things. This was known as “The things after the Physics, “ which in Latin is ta 
meta ta phusika. Later, the term came to mean things that transcend physics.

Mezla: The flow of energy, consciousness and matter through its various phases of expression in the Tree of Life, from subtle 
unity of the absolute to the dense realm of matter.

Middle Pillar: The central pillar on the Tree of Life. The Exercise of the Middle Pillar is a Golden Dawn technique for 
awakening the sephiroth or Galgalim of the Middle Pillar within the magician's sphere of sensation.

Midheaven: The Midheaven is the first point in the chart to be calculated. The Midheaven is the part of the zodiac that is the 
highest (most elevated) visible point in the sky at the time you are born. If you ask the question, “How long has it been since 
zero degrees of Aries was at the Midheaven?” the answer tells you what degree of the zodiac is there in terms of time. If the 
Sun is at zero degrees of Aries, the Sun will be at the Midheaven at noon. Noon in this case is based on Local Time. 
Standard and daylight time can affect the zero Aries Sun’s position, placing it to one side or the other of the Midheaven point.

The Midheaven reflects what you know – or can know – about yourself. It represents ego-consciousness. Infants have little or 
no boundary between Self and Other. As children grow and learn, they come to understand themselves as separate beings, 
and they learn to depend on their own intelligence, emotions and skills. In short they learn about themselves as they learn 
about the world. The Midheaven reflects this self awareness.

Psychologically healthy adults have a clear sense of Self, distinguished from Other. They know what their core motivations 
are, and they know what skills they have to achieve their physical, mental, emotional and spiritual goals. The sign the 
Midheaven occupies indicates the nature of self-understanding, and provides the springboard from which you can dive into 
the process of gaining ego consciousness – understanding of what moves you on a deep personal level.

The Midheaven offers a way to understand yourself better, and is key to developing a flexible ego. We all know people who 
seem brittle and inflexible. We sense that they might “break” if they are pushed too hard in certain areas. Flexibility means 
developing an ego structure that can withstand the onslaught of life experiences and adapt or adjust to them. Astrology points 
out one path toward the development of broad-based ego skills, and it describes both the limitations of your ego and the 
positive potential of self awareness.

Mielikki: ("MY-ay-likki"): Finnish forest crone goddess. Creator of the bear.

Mind and Body: The area of study that examines the mind's connection to the body, and vice versa, to promote high 
achievements in health, wellness, spirituality, and a general state of peace.

Minor Arcana: The Ace through King cards of the four suits of the Tarot (i.e., court cards plus pips).

Monism: The philosophical belief that everything is of one essence or energy. Those who believe this way would contend 
that seeing things as opposites that are contending or seeking balance with each other is due to our misunderstanding of 
reality or as a manifestation of reality. For example, in some Wiccan traditions there is an underlying deity who can only be 
understood and experienced through its first manifestations as a God and Goddess. The idea of the mind and body being 
two separate things would be a misunderstanding according to monists. 

The opposite of monism is dualism.

Monsters: Creatures, either physical or non-physical, that we interpret as being frightening. They may have what we 
consider to be a horrific appearance and may be very large in size. Monsters are often considered to be imaginary, however 
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real creatures that we consider to be monsters may exist or may have existed. They could also be misinterpretations of non-
horrific natural phenomena. 

One of the most famous of such creatures is the “Loch Ness Monster” who is called a monster because of its size and 
sudden appearances. Some claim it is a fraud while others suggest a left over dinosaur, a misinterpretation of a branch, or 
possibly even a circus elephant. People around Loch Ness affectionately refer to their monster as “Nessie,” and tourism 
created by people looking for the creature has helped the local economy.

Moon: The Moon is in its sign of rulership in Cancer. The Moon is visible to us because of reflected light from the Sun. Its 
monthly motion through the heavens and its phases are timers we should all take seriously. Hospital employees tell stories of 
increased birth rate or emergency room traffic as the Full Moon approaches. Astrologers know that important activities are 
best begun just after the New Moon.

The Moon in your chart reflects your subconscious mind. Its sign and house describe your emotional bias – the way your 
express your feelings most easily and directly.

It is interesting to note that the Sun and Moon appear to be exactly the same size in the sky. If this were not so, we could not 
have total eclipses of the Sun. But what does this mean to the astrologer? It means that the vitality of the Sun is equal in 
importance to the action of the Moon in your life. The expression of your individuality is equal in importance to the nurturance 
of your emotional well-being. Conscious awareness is equal to subconscious motivations. Studying your Moon sign can 
provide clue to your inner life and suggest paths to increased personal satisfaction with life.

In terms of career, the Sun may show what you want to be when you grow up, but the Moon shows the path – the means – to 
that end. (This relationship happens to be true for all kinds of astrological charts – for events, nations, weather forecasting, 
etc.) Learning about the sign and house of your Moon will provide answers to many questions you may have about how to 
take positive action. This is the area of the chart that shows your emotional changeability, and it also reflects your best path 
to any other kind of change in your life.

Finally, the Moon shows, by its sign and house, how and where you can be comfortable. It suggests the physical 
surroundings, the material objects and the emotional tone that is pleasant for you. It also shows how you assimilate – food, 
information, emotional vibrations.

The Sun and Moon together form a team. You will find that be considering them together, you get a fuller, richer sense of who 
you are and how you can become happier and more successful.

Moon: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XVIII. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Tzaddi. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Moon corresponds to the Hebrew letter Qoph and the 
astrological sign of Pisces.
Also See: La Lune

Moonstone: Moonstone is a translucent, light toned gem of many hues, or else is colorless, with a milky-blue sheen. It is the 
most important gemstone of the feldspar group. It is composed of potassium feldspar. Feldspars are silicates of aluminum 
and either potassium, sodium or calcium. It comes from Ceylon or Brazil.

Moonstone is a receptive stone. It helps you to balance and soothe your emotions so you don’t have to react from an 
emotional state. It helps your Higher Self control your emotions so you can grow more spiritually. Moonstones help you 
experience calmness and peace of mind.

These stones help women’s hormonal and emotional equilibrium, and they help men become more in tune with the feminine 
side of themselves. The moonstone can act as a magical link so that your guides can communicate with you easier to know 
what your life path really is. The moonstone can hold charges in it, and may need to be cleansed occasionally.

Moot: The name given to a meeting, usually of Neo-Pagans.

Morphic Resonance: A term coined by Dr. Rupert Sheldrake. It relates to the idea that all things have an underlying form 
which has its own energy that he calls a “morphogenetic field.” Morphic resonance is the idea that a morphogenetic field can 
have an effect on other such fields without any direct contact.

Mote: An old English word that means “must.” Many Pagan and magickal rituals include it at the end of a section in the 
phrase “so mote it be.” Its use is thus similar to the use of the word “Amen” in Jewish and Christian traditions.

Motto: A magickal name or expression. Magicians choose one for themselves as a representation of what they magically 
represent. The use of such mottos is common in many magical orders, the most famous known examples being from the 
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn. However, most of those mottos were simply family mottos or taken from a book of 
family mottos. Similar to the magickal name used by many contemporary Pagans.
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Muin: The 11th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter M and meaning "vine."

The grapevine was introduced to the British Isles from the continent thousands of years ago.... Muin indicates a release from 
restraints, and the ability to speak openly and honestly.

Music and New Age: A popular style of music designed to promote serenity, peace, and spiritual healing. Most frequently it 
is instrumental and relatively minimalist, slow as opposed to upbeat (often having no repetitive rhythm), and featuring very 
“light” melodies, often improvised. It may include sounds from the natural world such as running water, birds, etc.

Mutable: Adaptable, responsive, restless. The mutable signs are Gemini, Virgo, Sagittarius, and Pisces.

Myomancy: An unusual form of divination based on the observation of mice or rats (especially being overrun by them or 
devastation caused by them), or the sounds made by them. Usually an indicator of evil.

Mystery and Detective: In recent years, Llewellyn Publications, one of the world’s leaders in metaphysical publishing, has 
expanded to include mystery novels, stories where the characters try to solve a problem such as who committed a murder. 
Sometimes, such novels feature a detective who specializes in solving mysteries. To help make such novels available to an 
even wider readership, Llewellyn has started a new “imprint” called Midnight Ink which is focused on finding and publishing 
exciting books in this genre.

Mysticism: The direct personal contact with one's concept of God, the Divine, or the Ground of Being.
ter of nature. Natal Chart: Your natal (birth) chart, or horoscope, is drawn from calculations based upon the date, time, and 
place of your birth. Every element of the horoscope (which, if it’s like most Western horoscopes, will be drawn on a circular 
wheel) is expressed symbolically. Each symbol in the chart represents a celestial body, sign, house, or aspect.

Natural Magic: Natural Magic is the type of magic that uses natural objects from the world around you. This includes such 
things as herbs, roots, oils, crystals, stones, and various other items. It may include various chants, spells, charms, and 
incantations and tends to exclude the complexities found in some other forms of magic. 

Natural Magic is commonly used by followers of various Pagan paths, ranging from solitaries and Hedge Witches to 
members of traditional covens. In the past, Paganism was most frequently associated with people of the fields. Since they 
didn’t have lots of irrigation systems, they needed to be in lower lands where water from rains would accumulate for their 
crops. As a result, Natural Magic is also known as “Low Magic.” This should not imply that it is in any way lower, of less 
value, or less spiritual than other forms of magic, only that its European sources were in the fertile lowlands.
Also See: Low Magic

Nauthiz: The tenth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter n. 

Nauthiz is another rune closely associated with one of the three Norns, in this case Skuld, who rules the future.... The word 
Skuld relates to the Dutch and German word Schuld, meaning "debt," i.e., that which is owed.... The spiritual concept of this 
rune is necessity...
Also See: Nied

Near Death Experience: A phrase coined by Dr. Raymond Moody to describe the experiences reported by people who 
clinically die (or come very close to death) and are then revived. Only a small percentage of people who are revived report 
having such experiences. Although the most well known of such experiences includes “moving toward the light” at the end of 
a tunnel and being welcomed by deceased relatives or spiritual beings, other less than positive experiences have been 
reported, too.
Also See: NDE, N.D.E.

Necronomicon: Horror story writer H. P. Lovecraft invented the entire idea of an evil book called the Necronomicon. In 
January of 1934, Lovecraft wrote a letter where he says that the Necronomicon is nothing but a figment of his imagination.... 
There are many books which claim to be THE Necronomicon. I have several books with that name and several articles which 
are supposed to be excerpts from the "real" thing. They all have just one thing in common: they are nothing but inventions of 
contemporary authors.

Needfire: A ceremonial fire kindled at dawn on major Wiccan holidays. It was traditionally used to light all other household 
fires.

Neophyte: Literally a “new plant,” a name or term used to describe a person just starting and growing in a particular spiritual 
path. In some Orders, it is the name given to a newly initiated person.

Neoplatonism: A term that describes the non-academic form of philosophy attributed to Plato but actually beginning with 
Plotinus and ending when Emperor Justinian closed the Platonic Academy in 529 C.E. It blended Gnosticism and Judaism 
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(and later, Christianity) and is seen as one source of Kabalistic thought. Neoplatonism heavily influenced medieval mysticism 
and occultism, and the humanism that developed in the Renaissance.

Neptune: Neptune is in its rulership in Pisces. All that is glamorous, mystical, metaphysical and inspirational participates in 
the energy reflected by Neptune in your chart. Like Uranus, Neptune and Pluto remain in one sign for many years, so your 
friends all share a similar grasp of Neptune’s energy. The house placement and the aspects to Neptune color your sensitivity 
in a more personal way.

What you consume is what you are on the physical plane. The placement of Neptune indicates how you assimilate food, 
drink, medications and other drugs. It shows your tolerance for foods and other substances, and indicates where your 
physical system can get out of balance most easily. Therefore Neptune indicates an area where care can prevent or lessen 
harm.

Confusion and deception are part of the Neptune picture. Vagueness and glamour can be part of fraudulent activity, or they 
can be the essence of entertainment. Magic shows are all about deceiving our senses in order to surprise and entertain us. 
Neptune’s placement shows your level of susceptibility to deceit and your level of ability as well.

Imagination is part of Neptune’s realm. Your creative style depends on the ability to use your feelings and intellect to make 
something new and different. Problem-solving means imagining solutions and then trying them on for size mentally before 
rushing into action. Dreams are a function of this energy, and Neptune’s placement can show a lot about the nature of your 
dreams and their role in your life.

Spirituality is a significant part of human life. Neptune speaks to this area by showing you what area of your life needs a 
spiritual boost. It also show you what career or other activity will satisfy your inner spiritual yearning. Neptune’s movement 
through your chart will indicate times when spiritual measures are called for.

Psychic impressionability is in Neptune’s realm. Your ability to tune in to others can be defined by examining Neptune in your 
chart. Your best path to psychic development may be described by Neptune’s placement and aspects.

Netzach: The seventh Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the lowest Sephirah on the Pillar of Mercy. The term is a 
Hebrew word meaning "Victory." It represents the archetype of the number 7, the raw creative aspect of the Godhead. It 
corresponds to the divine name YHVH Tzabaoth, the archangel Haniel, the angelic choir called Elohim (gods), and Nogah, or 
heavenly Sphere of Venus.

Netzach: The beams of Chesed and of Tiphareth meet in Netzach and thence in Netzach arises a green, pure, brilliant, 
liquid, and gleaming like an emerald. And the Sphere of its operations is that of Nogah of External Splendour, producing zeal, 
love, harmony, and it ruleth the Sphere of Action of the Planet Venus and the nature of the vegetable World. And Jehovah 
Tzabaoth is a God of Hosts and of Armies, of Triumph and of Victory, ruling the Universe in justice and Eternity. And its 
Archangel Hanial is the Prince of Love and Harmony, and the Name of the Order of Angels is Elohim or Gods who are also 
called the Order of Principalities. The Angel Cerviel is also referred unto this Sephira.

new moon: The New or Dark Moon is the beginning phase, when the Moon and Sun are together (conjunct) in the sky. This 
occurs each month and in each sign, with the occasional 13th New Moon falling in the last degrees of the same sign as the 
previous New Moon. This event is called a "Blue Moon," and the term "once in a Blue Moon" is used to indicate a rare event.

New Thought: Seen by many, when combined with Eastern mysticism, as a major source from which the current New Age 
Movement evolved, New Thought began as a spiritual and religious movement in the mid-1800s. It combines many mystical 
healing concepts, such as the techniques of Mesmer and Phineas Quimby, from whom many theories of Christian Science 
evolved. But unlike Christian Science, New Thought did not focus exclusively on mental and spiritual healing. It values the 
use of physical healing methods (i.e. drugs, surgery, etc.), but recognizes that there is also a vital spiritual aspect to healing. 
Other aspects of New Thought were derived from Christianity, Western occultism, transcendentalism, and even concepts of 
psychology as they had developed at that time. The most popular writer on New Thought was Ralph Waldo Trine, and his 
most famous book was In Tune with the Infinite, first published in 1897. Henry Ford, founder of Ford Motor Company and the 
man who pioneered the assembly line for the production of automobiles, attributed his success to this book and even went so 
far as to purchase them in large quantities so he could give copies to other industrialists.

Ngetal: The 13th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the sound Ng and meaning "reed."

The reed grows in the shallows....Ngetal is an indication of harmony between you and the rest of the world. It signifies unity 
of purpose and will. It gives you the ability to adapt to changing conditions. It can also signify spiritual growth.
Also See: Getal

Nied: The tenth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter N. 

One of the three great runes of delay, the counsel of NIED is one of patience.
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Also See: Nauthiz

Nodes: The nodes are mathematical points that represent where the orbit of the Moon around the Earth crosses the ecliptic 
(which is the apparent path of the Sun around the Earth). The North Node and the South Node are always exactly opposite 
each other in the chart.

Nordic: Having to do with the people, culture, and/or traditions of Northern Europe. Over the past few decades there has 
been an increasing interest in the Paganism of Northern Europe.

North Node: The North Node is the point where the Moon's orbit rises above the ecliptic. See Nodes

Nostradamus: Latinized name used by French astrologer Michel de Nostre Dame (1503-1566). In 1555, his most famous 
work, The Prophecies, was published. The predictions were written in quatrains and filled with word games and multiple 
languages, leaving the predictions open to wide levels of interpretation. As a result, the book, or parts of it, has been in print 
almost continuously since that first edition. He expanded the book with two other parts in the following years. They are 
sometimes called “The Centuries” referring to his division of the quatrains into sets of one hundred.

Notarikon: An aspect of the Kabalah that works with acronyms or abbreviations.

Noudons: (now-dawns) - The Celtic god who represented the old retired king, a wizard and mystical grandfatherly figure. He 
was the blemished king, a wild-old-man god and a law-giver. He was called Nuada Airgetlamh (noo-uh Arriget-louw) in Old 
Irish, Hudd (Neethe) or Llud Laww Ereint (hleethe hlouw air-eint) in Welsh.

Nous: A term popularized by Plato meaning the higher self. The Nous is the higher, spiritual aspect of each person and is 
differentiated from the soul and personality. Some might consider it the spark of the divine within each person.

Nuin: The fifth letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, corresponding to the letter N and meaning "ash."

The ash has always been regarded as a magical tree... The challenge is to realize that things are not always as they seem.
Also See: Nin

Numerology: Modern numerology assigns three numbers to a personal name: one for the vowels, one for the consonants, 
and one combining both. A birth date is also reduced to a single number in numerology. These four resultant numbers are 
then interpreted in light of the symbolic meanings for the numbers 1 through 9.

Numerology: An ancient system with many variations that assigns numbers to each letter of the alphabet. The most 
common Western system sets up a grid with the numbers 1-9 at the top and the English alphabet below. Thus, A=1, B=2, 
C=3 up to I=9, then J=1, K=2, etc. In this way any word can become a number and numbers can be manipulated in a variety 
of ways. The resulting number is then interpreted according to predetermined meanings. This is most often used with the 
birth name, but can also be used with other words, numbers, and dates.

Nun: The fourteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, N. Represents the number 50 (or, as a final letter, 700). The eighth of the 
twelve "single letters." A Hebrew word meaning "fish." Corresponds to Scorpio, the 24th Path (between Tiphareth and 
Netzach), and Tarot trump XIII Death.
Object Haunt: This is the association of a spirit to some type of object. Usually it involves an object to which the dead person 
has some sort of attachment during life. The mechanism of this may be that the spirit is there, or it may be some sort of 
“psychic echo or imprint” that has been impressed onto the object.

Objective Apparition: Although many people report seeing ghosts, there are often potentially subjective causes for such 
visions. When an apparition can be shown to be completely non-subjective, and the vision of it is not related to the current 
state of one’s thoughts or feelings, it is said to be an objective apparition.

Occult: Hidden. Usually used in the sense of hidden or secret information that gives the person who discovers or learns the 
information some sort of power. Many people fear those who have knowledge that they do not, and as a result denounce 
people who study or practice anything they think is occultic. Some people, frequently younger ones, seek occult wisdom and 
powers in order to have control over others. Most of them leave the path of occultism because they don’t realize that true 
power is power over the self, a main goal of occultists.

Odic Force: There is a specific type of energy that many occultists call the Odic Force (pronounced Oh-dek). It is believed to 
be the underlying principle, of metaphysical nature, behind the physical forces of electricity and magnetism (as well as light 
and heat). In metaphysical terms Od (pronounced like the word owed) is the very fabric of the universe and is present in all 
things to varying degrees.

Ogam: (oh-um) - The notches and lines carved on sticks and stones by the Irish filidh and other learned folk. 
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Ogham: The ancient magickal alphabet of the Celtic people. It was composed of a set of 20 letters known as “fews.” The 
letters were made of short vertical and/or diagonal lines drawn next to or across a horizontal line.

Ohn: The 17th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter O and meaning "furze." 

Furze, or gorse, is loved by bees and symbolizes the collecting of valuable knowledge, In many ways gorse symbolizes 
testing and purification.... Ohn indicates that you should make use of the knowledge you already have, or acquire the 
necessary knowledge, to achieve wisdom and mastery.
Also See: Orn

ointment: Ointments are made by combining the appropriate herbs or other ingredients with beeswax or fat. Magical 
ointments are usually applied to the body.

Oir: The 22nd letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the sound Th and meaning "spindle." 

The spindle is a small tree that produces a hard wood traditionally used for making pegs, bobbins, and spindles. It represents 
the inner peace and tranquility one finds after achieving a worthwhile goal.

Old Religion: Another name for Wicca or Witchcraft, religions that have evolved from the religions and beliefs of people that 
pre-date Christianity.

Opposition: (180 degrees)--Planets opposite each other in the zodiac indicate where the individual will be aware of 
differences.

Oracles: 1) A divination or fortune often presented in metaphoric terms. 
2) A place where oracles are presented, such as at Delphi. 
3) A person who makes oracular statements

Orb: White balls of light caught on film. Nobody is sure what they are, but it is believed they may be some form of energy. 
Others claim they are “trapped souls.”

Ordo Templi Orientis: (Latin, “Order of Oriental Templars”) One of the largest magical orders in the world today, the Ordo 
Templi Orientis emerges from the complicated world of central European fringe Masonry in the early twentieth century. Its 
beginning dates back to 1895 when Freemasons Carl Kellner (1851-1905), a wealthy Austrian industrialist, and Theodor 
Reuss (1855-1923), a journalist and former opera singer, began discussing the possibility of forming a “Masonic Academy” of 
esoteric studies.
Also See: O.T.O., OTO

Orlog: Orlog is the Old Norse for cycle of fate, or for the unalterable destiny of the world. Orlog encompasses all, including 
the gods. One aspect of Orlog is the "Ragnarok." Orlog is the collective wyrd of the world as a whole, whereas "wyrd" is more 
individual.

Ostara: March 20 
Ostara marks the first day of spring and celebrates the day that the Sun finally overtakes the night, proving the efficacy of the 
magic worked at the Yule festival of lights. 
Spring Equinox

Othel: The 24th and last rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter o. 

OTHEL is a rune of possessions and usually represents the things that money can buy, usually land or a building.

Othila: The 24th (or 23rd) rune of the Elder Futhark, corresponding to the letter o. 

The oldest literal meaning of this rune passed down to us from the continental Germanic source is "noble." ... The Othila rune 
represents the vrtue of loyalty towards one's family, tribe or village, and towards one's country.... Magically, the Othila rune 
can be used to invoke Odin in his aspect of wanderer and teacher.
Also See: Othel, Ethel

Ouija: Now the trademark of a “game” owned by Parker Brothers, it is simply a board that has letters, numbers, and perhaps 
a few words printed on it. In use, people put their fingers on a pointer known as a planchette, ask a question, and allow their 
minds to calm. Soon, the planchette starts to move, seemingly on its own, pointing to the symbols on the board to respond to 
the questions. Answers may come from spirits or from the participant’s unconscious minds. 

The use of this type of spirit communication using a “talking board” was popular in the late 1800s, often using an overturned 
goblet to point to the letters. In the 1890s, two businessmen patented the planchette with a board and sold them as a novelty. 
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Their employee, William Fuld, eventually started to market his own version which he called the Ouija (from the French Oui, 
and German Ja, both meaning “yes”) and claimed to have invented it. 

Although Fuld’s version is the best known, others have marketed similar board and planchette combinations that have 
different appearances to about trademark disputes.
Also See: ouija board

Out of Body Experience: See Astral Projection
Also See: Astral Projection
P-Celtic: The Gaulish-Brittonic language from which Cornish, Breton and Welsh descend.

Pagan: As a noun, a person who practices Paganism; as an adjective, something to do with Paganism.
Also See: Pagans

Pagan Standard Time: Also known by the abbreviation PST, a joking reference to the common experience of Pagan rituals 
starting later than planned or announced due not having preparations completed or awaiting participants who are arriving 
late.

Paganism: A modern religious movement that encompasses traditions which are generally earth-centered; magickal; 
indigenous; stress a connection to and respect for the natural world; recognize both male and female deities; encourage 
diversity in spiritual beliefs, practices, and lifestyles; do not operate under a centralized hierarchy; have no official or 
standardized dogma that extends beyond the particular tradition; and stresses personal responsibility in matters of belief, 
ethics, and spiritual practice.

Palmistry: A traditional divination system that uses the appearance, lines, indentations, marks, and raised points on the hand 
to describe a person’s personality—including strong points and those areas where they could improve—as well as describing 
potential future events.

Panentheism: The belief that there is a transcendent, unknowable deity who manifests as an immanent, knowable, even 
personal deity or deities. Thus, the belief among some Wiccans that we can know the God and Goddess (sometimes called 
the Lord and Lady), but they are only manifestations of an ultimate, transcendent, unknowable deity, is a form of 
panentheism.

Pantheism: The belief that everything is God.

Pantheon: The complete set of deities of a people or religion.

Paranormal: A term used to describe anything that is beyond (para-) our normal experience. It has been adopted by many 
because it can encompass a wider range of unusual phenomena than previous terms such as extra-sensory perception.

Paranormal: Something that is beyond what is usually considered normal. A term frequently used today to indicate a more 
scientific grounding to the study of such things a ghosts, UFOs, abilities such as telepathy and clairvoyance.

Parapsychology: A term popularized by Dr. J.B. Rhine of Duke university to separate the study of unusual phenomena from 
mainstream psychology. Simply put, parapsychology is the study of phenomena that are currently inexplicable using widely 
accepted scientific theories.

Past Life Regression: Past life regression is just remembering. Stored in your subconscious mind are the memories of all of 
your experiences since you became a soul with the awareness of your individuality. Regression is reaching into those 
memory banks to recapture the events of past lifetimes. It isn’t so very different from trying to remember events which took 
place during your early childhood. At first the memories may be dim and few, but each event remembered sparks another 
memory and another until it becomes easy.

Pathworking: Originally the process of astrally or mentally projecting up and around the paths of the Kabalistic Tree of Life in 
order to gain information, instructions, meet entities there, and ask favors of those entities. More recently, some popular 
writers have described any visualized journey as pathworking, and this has become the popular meaning of the term. Some 
occultists now refer to the original concept as “kabalistic pathworking.”

Peh: The seventeenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, P, Ph, or F. Represents the number 80 (or, as a final letter, 800). The 
fifth of the seven "double letters." A Hebrew word meaning "mouth." Corresponds to the planet Mars, the 27th Path (between 
Netzach and Hod), and Tarot trump XVI The Tower.
Also See: Pe

Peine: The 25th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter X and meaning "pine." 
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The Scots Pine produces cones that are believed to contain hidden wisdom.... Peine is the twenty-fifth ogham and has been 
given many meanings in the past. It is said to also relate to Xi, meaning spirit, and Mor, meaning sea. Xi relates to 
illumination and spiritual growth. Mor relates to travel, and more particularly the mystical, intuitive, feminine side of our 
natures.

Pendulum: A simple device consisting of a weight attached to a string, chain (such as a necklace), thread, etc. and 
supported (usually held by the fingers) in a way that allows the weight to freely swing. The direction of the swing allows the 
user to answer questions for a divination, discover missing objects or things hidden from view (such as water), diagnose 
disease, determine compatibility between people, and make decisions. Plural: pendulums or pendula (archaic).

Pentacle: A five-pointed star, the points of which represent earth, air, fire, water, and spirit. Pentacles are frequently set within 
a circle, which can represent the wheel of life, the encircling of the divine, or the union of the material and spiritual realms. 
Despite Hollywood’s insistence otherwise, the pentacle is not a symbol of Satan or evil.

Pentacle: (Archaic) A wide variety of images of mystical importance, usually intended to be worn around the neck. Here, the 
root is not the Greek pente, meaning five, but rather three Greek roots, pend (“to hang”), a (“to”), and col (“neck). This 
construction was first used in 14th century France as pentacol, which means “amulet worn around the neck.” Although this 
meaning is not in common usage today, it is still a descriptor used in some ceremonial magic texts being published today 
where it is a generic term for many symbols. This explains, for example, why the Pentacle used by the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn—a flat, circular object that represents the Earth element—has a six-pointed star on it.

Pentacles: One of the four suits of the Tarot, corresponding to the modern Diamonds and to the merchant class of medieval 
society. In the system of the Golden Dawn, corresponds to the element of Earth and the final Heh of Tetragrammaton.
Also See: Coins, Discs, Disks, Deniers, Money

Pentagram: A star drawn with five points. This image can be drawn without lifting the drawing tool from the paper. Also 
known as the Star or Seal of Solomon, it was a symbol for Judaism (as was a seven-branched candelabra) until replaced by 
the hexagram starting around 1800 C.E. 

The five points are said to represent the five elements: air, earth, fire, water, and spirit, and because the image can be drawn 
without lifting the drawing tool, it indicates their interconnection. Today, the pentagram is symbolic of occultism in general and 
Wicca or Witchcraft in particular. 

When drawn or worn with one point (spirit) up, it is said to represent positive concepts. This is also an image of a human 
standing upright, with the head at the top point, the hands at the next two highest points, and the feet at the lower points. If 
the pentagram is drawn or worn with two points up (frequently called “inverted”), it is said to represent negativity with the feet 
above the head. It is also used in this mode to represent Satanism, as the two upper points are like the horns in the popular 
image of Satan.

Percipient: A person who sees an apparition. 2. In parapsychology, a person who receives information using means outside 
of the standard physical five senses.

Perdhro: The 14th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter p. 

This rune itself is a mystery rune, both in a magickal as well as in a literal sense. Experts cannot seem to agree on a 
meaning for this pictograph.... It deals with things hidden, secrets, and occult abilities.
Also See: Perth

Peridot: A sparkling, pale-green stone, it also appear in lime, yellowish-green, olive, or darker hues. Some attributions 
include general healing, increasing strength, and preventing nervousness.

Pertho: The 14th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter p. 

The traditional meaning of this rune has not been established, but various suggestions have been made, including "secret" 
and "chess piece." This is the sixth rune of the second aett and it is one of the most obscure runes in the futhark.... In a 
reading, Pertho usually has esoteric meanings relating, for example, to an initiation experience or to the discovery of a 
hidden aspect within oneself.
Also See: Perdhro, Perth, Peorth

Petrified Wood: Petrified wood, also known as fossilized wood, is a gray-brown conglomerate of muted tones. It can have 
light brown, yellow, red, pink, and even blue to violet colors in it. It is a microcrystalline quartz and a member of the 
chalcedony family. The organic wood is not really changed into stone, only the shape and structural elements of the wood are 
preserved. It is found mainly in the southwest U.S.
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Petrified wood is very earthy, and will assist you in becoming grounded and balanced. If you feel spacey and not quite “with 
it”, having a piece of petrified wood near you will restore your subtle bodies to a more harmonious grounded state, and you 
will be able to think and reason more clearly.

It was used by the American Indians as a protective amulet against accidents, injuries and infections. It was thought to bring 
good luck, build reserves of physical energy, help ease mental and emotional stress, and encourage emotional security.

This stone is helpful for arthritis, environmental pollutants, skeletal systems, enhances longevity and generally strengthens 
the body.

Pets: Animals that are taken care of by humans and kept as companions. Some animals have senses such as hearing and 
smelling that extend far beyond human abilities. It is also believed that some animals have senses that go beyond the usual 
five senses and can help discover things (such as cancerous tumors) before they are apparent to humans. Some may even 
exhibit paranormal abilities.

Phogos: The 24th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the sound Ph and meaning "beech." 

Phogos is an indication that answers can be found by examining our own pasts.... Phogos tells us that it is never too late to 
lean and to gain guidance from the past.

Picatrix: An Arabic text (Ghâyat al-Hakîm fi’l-sihr) that may be a major source of the famous classical grimoires such as the 
Key of Solomon. Not currently available in English, its Latin was available in 1256 CE. Topics in the book include talismans, 
magick, astronomy, astrology and love, and practical magick.
Also See: Grimoire

Pict: A member of a people of the north of Scotland who are first noted in historical records in the late third century and who 
became amalgamated with the Scots (who migrated to Scotland from Ireland) in the mid-eighth century. 

The Picts lacked many of the weapons more advanced peoples had, but they made up for it as warriors by going into a 
"battle frenzy." The Picts are the first tribal group to use blue woad body paint. They are also reported to have covered 
themselves with tattoos and gone naked into battle. 

Some believe that the Picts and Celts were of the same origins, and they were related to the Basques (from DNA studies of 
Celtic bloodlines) which suggest descent from the people who did the wondrous cave paintings during the Stone Ages.

Pips: The Ace through Ten cards of the four suits of the tarot.

Piscean Age: Because of the precession of the equinoxes, the position of the stars in relation to the Earth slowly changes, 
moving through one sign of the zodiac every 2,100 years. Since there are no lines of demarcation in the universe, just 
transitional areas, the full effect of entering an age may begin to occur a hundred years or more before any date given as the 
beginning of an age, and may not completely manifest for hundreds of years after the age has officially started. 

The Piscean Age reflects what has been called the “Christian Dispensation,” and perhaps its most obvious feature in this 
aspect is the dependence upon someone or something other than yourself for spiritual evolution. Dates given for the end of 
this age range from 1904 to later than 2200, but that does not mean that the effects of the change to the next era are not 
being felt. Even in song we are told that we have entered “the dawning of the Age of Aquarius.”

Pisces: The best quality of Pisces is sympathy.  The worst quality is hypersensitivity.  A key phrase is “I believe.” The Pisces 
personality is dreamy and idealistic.  You like to float in an ocean of sensitivity, relating to your own feelings and the feelings 
of others in a direct way.  You are the classic romantics, wanting to indulge the senses.  You sometimes appear to be vague.

Mentally Pisceans are prudent people, balancing the emotional side with the capacity to worry about details.  Because your 
strength lies in the feeling realm, you may feel inferior in the mental realm.  It is important to remember that the capacity for 
sound judgment lies as much in feelings as in logic.  Pisces uses psychic senses to make decisions, and may need to learn 
how to back up these impressions with facts.

Pisces mirrors the environment.You can appear very different in different situations, and you can be responsive to the needs 
of others.  More than that, you can inspire other people through your own emotional strength.  You may be able to see into 
the future, but this very ability takes you out of the present, and therefore may keep you from completing projects.

Pisces is a peaceful sign.  You often are retiring, preferring to be on the edge of things watching than to be in the middle of 
the action.  You tend to worry and may feel slighted by others.  You believe what you feel.

The great strength of Pisces lies in the ability to respond in two worlds –the world of practical social dealings and the internal 
world of mystical experience.  You may need to develop the strengths of planets in other signs to get you around in the day-
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to-day world, but you are well-equipped to understand the realm of spirit.  Your adaptability usually gets you what you need 
on the material side, even while you have your minds on Utopian quests. Compassion can be one of your strongest qualities.

Pisces: The Visionary 
Key Phrase: I BELIEVE 

The most sensitive sign of the zodiac, Pisces represents imagination, idealism, and compassion. As the Mutable Water sign, 
Pisces can show exceptional flexibility, but can also be unfocused and uncommitted. Pisces tends toward the visionary, 
psychic, and poetic aspects of life, and has qualities of the mystical. Ruled by Neptune, Pisces can also be the escapist, and 
may relish the roles of victim, martyr, and/or rescuer. Symbolized by two Fish tied together and swimming in opposite 
directions, Pisces can likewise spend a lot of time going in circles, feeling confused. But its positive expressions of empathy 
and tenderheartedness turn our attention to the plight of humanity and the fact that we are all one. Pisces can transcend the 
trap of co-dependency through quiet awareness of the inner self. Where this sign resides in your chart lies your need for 
imagination and vision.

Place Memories: A location that captures the energy of an event (usually an emotional one such as an important birthday, a 
death, etc.) and later replays that event to percipients.

Planchette: A small device used as a pointer on Ouija boards 

See: Ouija board

Planetary Hours: Also known as “Magickal Hours,” a division of the day and night into sections ruled by the energies of the 
planets. To determine the length of each planetary hour, divide the daylight hours by 12. They will be different in length than 
the night hours (to discover the length of which you divide the total time of darkness into 12 equal periods) except on the 
equinoxes when the planetary hours are all sixty minutes in length. Used for selecting the optimum time to perform a 
magickal ritual.

Planetary Magick: The art of invoking and evoking, directing and experiencing, the forces related to the luminaries of our 
Solar System: a magical art developed through more than two millennia.

plasmoid: Captured on file, it is a moving (usually quickly) orb. Because of its speed it appears to leave a trail. 

See: Orb

Pluto: Pluto is the god of the Underworld. His actions are mysterious and even frightening. The planet was discovered in the 
1930’s at a time when the underworld of gangsters was thriving, causing serious disruption and turmoil. The power of such 
activities is only one expression of Pluto’s kind of energy. Pluto is the ruler of Scorpio.

Obsessive thinking and compulsive action are indicated by Pluto. The house position and aspects of Pluto show where you 
can get caught up in destructive thought patterns and activities that are not in your best interest or do not serve the general 
welfare of people. Often the impulse behind such activities is control at any cost, regardless of the results.

Transitions and transformations of all kinds are a broader expression of Pluto-type urges. The god of the Underworld rules 
over death; Pluto in your chart can indicate how you face and accept major changes in your life and in the lives of family and 
friends. It shows the kind of events that come into your life due to outside forces, and therefore how you develop flexible 
responses to pressure.

All invisible activities are part of the Pluto picture. You may find that many people in your age group share your views 
concerning ESP, psychic forces and things magical. You also will find that you see particular uses for such energy, and your 
use will be different from theirs. You may feel this is of grater or lesser importance in your life. Learning about Pluto’s place in 
your chart can set you on a path of discovery of your own “magic.”

Transmutation and rejuvenation are not the least important of Pluto’s expressions. By learning to control less constructive 
impulses and actions, you can channel your energy into positive directions like hands-on or spiritual healing, strengthening 
your body’s immune system, and generally revitalizing every area of experience. As you come to understand your hidden 
urges and control your responses to outside influences, you can experience a rich diverse experience on all levels – you will 
have choice.

Poltergeist: German for “noisy spirit.” Poltergeists are a type of ghost known for making sounds, breaking items, or moving 
things--usually small objects--to different locations.

Poltergeist: German for “noisy spirit.” Poltergeist activity is rarely harmful to people, but is often bothersome, malicious, and 
even destructive. It can range from something no longer being in its usual location and being found in an unexpected place to 
the sudden movement of an object, along with loud noises and even the starting of fires. Although many people associated 
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poltergeist activity with a spirit, some researchers see the agent of such activity as being a teenaged girl with temporary 
psychokinetic abilities.

Polytheism: The belief that there are many deities. Often, the deities are limited to certain areas. Thus, there would be a 
deity of love, a deity of war, a deity of home, a deity of healing, etc. According to some polytheists, there is one ultimate 
divinity of which the many deities are manifestations. This is sometimes explained by describing a giant, polished diamond 
with many facets. It is so big you can only see one or a few facets at a time, while the entire diamond is too large to 
comprehend.

Poppet: A doll made to represent a person for the use of magic on that person. It may look like that person, but is more often 
primitive and symbolic, made of wax, clay, cloth, paper, or other materials. It is believed to work according to the ideas of “like 
attracts like” or sympathetic magic. 

As with any form of magic, the nature of work with a poppet is neutral. It can be used as a focus for a healing ritual or to bring 
prosperity, wisdom, or romance. However, it can also be used to harm. The most famous example of this is the famous 
sticking of pins into the doll to negatively affect a person in the area where the pin is inserted.

Powder of Sympathy: Popular in the 17th century, this was a remedy used by doctors treating soldiers. According to the 
instructions for making it, you should first obtain six to eight ounces of Roman Vitriol (copper sulfate, CuSO4, now used to 
destroy algae in lakes, ponds, reservoirs, etc.). Next, grind this up (using a mortar and pestle) and use a fine sieve to sift it 
when the Sun enters Leo. Finally, you must keep it in the light during the day and make sure it stays dry at night. 

The curious thing is that according to the directions, if you were wounded, you do not apply this powder to any wounds, nor 
do you swallow it. Rather, you apply it directly to the weapon that caused the wound. At the time, there was much debate 
over its effectiveness.

Prana: Sanskrit for “breath,” prana refers to the universal energy that flows through the body’s web of non-physical channels 
known as nadis, the three most famous being the Ida, Pingala, and Sushumna. Different breathing patterns known as 
pranayamas can increase and direct this energy, leading to the simplification that prana and air are the same or that prana is 
in the air. In the traditional system, there are five different forms of prana: 

Prana: Moves inward. Governs all types of consumption: eating, drinking, breathing, sensory impressions. 

Apana: Moves away: Governs excretion or all sorts, as well as reproduction. 

Udana: Moves upward. Governs growth and development, as well as enthusiasm, speech, and the ability to stand. 

Samana: Balances from the edge to the center through churning and discerning. It is the “digestion” energy that aids the 
lungs in “digesting” air, the gastrointestinal system in digesting food, and the mind in “digesting” sensory input and ideas. 

Vyana: Moves outward from the center to the edge. Governs circulation of blood and the oxygen, hydration, and nutrition 
found in the blood. Aids in the “circulation” of ideas.
Also See: apana, udana, samana, vyana

Precession of the Equinoxes: The position of the Earth in relation to the Sun and the zodiac slowly shifts because the 
Earth’s rotation on its axis is not fixed. Thus, it appears as if we are slowly moving back through the zodiac. It takes about 
2,100 years to move through a sign, and we are currently moving from a period or age of being in Pisces and going into the 
age of Aquarius.
Also See: Precession

Progressions: A set of methods for creating a new astrological birth chart based on a combination of the original birth data 
(date, time, location) and the current date. The most popular method is to draw up a chart that is one day later than the 
original for each year a person has been alive. This chart, also known as a progressed horoscope, is used to indicate 
influences for the current year, as opposed to the influences at birth. While this may seem arbitrary, it has been used 
successfully for centuries. Often used with transit charts.

Psi: (Pronounced “sigh”) The twenty-third letter of the Greek alphabet, it is also the first syllable of the word psychic. As such, 
it is used in describing anything having to do with psychic abilities, paranormal phenomena, etc.

Psychic: (Adj.) A knowing, sensing ability. This is a mental act, such as, when the telephone rings, knowing who is calling, or 
sensing that your children are in danger at a distance. Everyone is psychic to a certain degree. 

(Noun) A person with outstanding psychic abilities. Some professional psychics are mediums while some are not.
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Psychic Phenomena: Generic term used to describe a wide range of phenomena that are caused by unusual, specifically 
psychic, means. These can include non-physical phenomena such as telepathy (reading minds) to physical phenomena 
created by humans but not caused by normal means, such as telekinesis, or even phenomena not created by humans such 
as poltergeist activity.

Psychic Powers: Psychic power generally means the assertion of the psyche’s powers in the material world without the 
apparent involvement of the physical body.

Psychic Protection: The key to psychic self-defense lies in knowing how to strengthen your life force to withstand the daily 
barrage of negative energy hitting you. With exercises that strengthen your "psychic" muscles, and techniques that bolster 
your energy, fear from the reality of outside agression and manipulation diminishes.

Psychokinesis: The ability to move an object without physically touching it; “mind over matter.”

Psychometry: The ability of a medium or psychic to obtain information about a person or place by holding or touching an 
object which belongs or belonged to that person or place.

Purification: Once the lamp has been lit and the circle made, the interior of the circle is purged with the materials of 
purification, which represent one or more of the occult elements. Some groups purify with all four elements, or with the three 
active elements of Fire, Water, and Air (Earth is regarded as a mixture of these three), as described in The New Magus. In 
my personal rituals I often use the ancient materials of cleansing: salt, water, and flame. Salt symbolizes elemental Earth, 
water elemental Water, and the flame combines elemental Fire and Air in the form of a smoking candle or incense stick.

The salt, previously blessed by prayer and consecrated to its purpose, is cast in small pinches sunwise around the circle at 
the four cardinal points of South, West, North, and East. The water, likewise consecrated, is sprinkled from the fingertips in a 
similar manner at the four quarters. The flame is waved three times in the air at each of the corners of the circle. Usually the 
entire act of cleansing is accompanied by prayer.

Remember that you are cleaning the house of the spirit so that the light of the spirit will descend and reside within it. This is a 
sacred act. It has been said by other writers that purification is the most important part of any ritual. It sets the stage for what 
is to follow. When done negligently, the work that comes after it will likely be futile, because it will lack a solid foundation.

Q-Celtic: The Goidelic or ancient Gaelic language from which Old Irish evolved and developed into Middle Irish, and then 
ModernIrish, Gaelic (Scots Gaelic) and Manx Gaelic. Irish calls "four" and "five" ceathair and cuig (ka-her and koo-eeg), 
Scots Gaelic calls them ceithair and coig (keh-her and koyk).

Qabalah: "Qabalah" is a Hebrew word which means "tradition.” It is derived from the root word "Qibel," meaning, "to receive." 
This refers to the ancient custom of handing down the esoteric knowledge by oral transmission. What the word Qabalah 
encompasses is an entire body of ancient Hebrew mystical principles that are the cornerstone and focus of the Western 
Esoteric Tradition. Virtually all Western spiritual systems can trace their roots to the Qabalistic Tree of Life. The exact origins 
of the Qabalah are unclear, but it certainly contains some vestiges of Egyptian, Greek, and Chaldean influence.

By its nature, mysticism is knowledge that cannot be communicated directly, but may be expressed only through symbolism 
and metaphor. Like other esoteric systems, Qabalah also draws upon the mystic's awareness of the transcendence of the 
Divine or the Eternal. Another element of Qabalah is that of theosophy, which seeks to reveal the hidden mysteries of the 
Divine as well as the relationship between the Divine Life on one hand, and the life of humans on the other. The goal of the 
Qabalist is to discover and invent keys to the understanding of arcane symbols that reflect the eternal mysteries. 
Also See: Cabala, Kabbalah, Qabala, Kabala

Qabalistic Worlds: A fourfold division of the Tree of Life that separates the Tree into four levels of manifestation in 
accordance with the YHVH formula. The highest level is the most abstract and ethereal, while the lowest level is the most 
dense. They include Atziluth, Briah, Yetzirah, and Assiah.

Qabalistic Worlds: Cabala speaks of the Four Worlds, from the most spiritual to the most material, which correspond to the 
consonants of Tetragrammaton. 
Yod - Olam Atziluth (World of Nobility) - Divine names 
Heh - Olam ha-Briah (World of Creation) - Archangels 
Vau - Olam ha-Yetzirah (World of Formation) - Angels 
Heh - Olam ha-Assiah (Material World) - Heavenly Spheres 
Some attempt to divide the Tree of Life into four parts that correspond to the Four Worlds (Kether, Chokmah and Binah, 
Chesed through Yesod, and Malkuth). Others say that a complete Tree exists in each World. These two approaches are not 
necessarily mutually exclusive.

Qigong: Chinese breathing exercise while meditating.
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Qlippoth: [Qlippoth is a Hebrew word meaning "shells."] The Qlippoth are the Evil Demons of Matter and the Shells of the 
Dead.
Also See: kelippoth

Qoph: The nineteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Q or hard K. Represents the number 100. The twelfth and last of the 
twelve "single letters." A Hebrew word meaning "back of head." Corresponds to Pisces, the 29th Path (between Netzach and 
Malkuth), and Tarot trump XVIII The Moon.

Querent: A person who consults a tarot reader or astrologer.

Quert: The 10th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter Q and meaning "apple."

Quert is related to Avalon, the "Isle of Apples.".. Quert relates to youthfulness and beauty.
Also See: Queirt

Quincunx: (150 degrees)--Planets five signs apart indicate the nature of adjustments the individual will be required to make.
Also See: Inconjunct

Quintile: (72 degrees)--Planets separated by one-fifth of the zodiac contribute creatively to each other.

R. Swinburne Clymer: (1878–1966) Heavily influenced by 19th century occultist and sex magician Paschal Beverly 
Randolph, he kept several of Randolph’s books in print and used the concepts in the Fraternitas Rosae Crucis when he 
became the Grand Master of that group in 1922 (succeeding Edward H. Brown). Besides running that order and writing 
numerous books, Clymer is famous for battling another Rosicrucian group, AMORC, in court.

Radiesthesia: A term used to describe dowsing or the use of a pendulum for divination. The term was created by a 
Frenchman named Abbe Bouly (the French version is “Radiesthesie”) in 1930.

Ragnarok: Doom or destiny of the gods. The Northern version of the end of the world. In occult terms it implies the end of an 
era.

Raidho: The fifth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter R. 

The Nordic peoples idenified this rune with the wagon, and as may be expected, it is a prime indicator of travel or movement.
Also See: Raido

Raido: The fifth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter R. 

R. W. V. Elliott translates this rune as "riding" or "journey," which has been the accepted interpretation in runic circles as the 
meaning of this rune. Riding has the more symbolic connotations of creating movement, generating motion, taking charge of 
situations, being in control, taking the initiative, starting a new venture, decision-making or directing a course of action.
Also See: Raidho

Raja Yoga: Achieving union with the Divine (“yoga”) through meditation. The name means that this is the royal (“Raja”) form 
of yoga. The method is very precise and begins with the practice of the positions in hatha yoga. Then breathing techniques 
are followed. Next, attention is turned inward, withdrawing the senses from their experience of the world. This is followed by 
concentration on something such as the tip of the nose, becoming one with the object of concentration, and then finally, 
leading to a type of cosmic consciousness. One of the four major yogic paths.

Raps: Loud or quiet knocking sounds heard around some poltergeist activity or during some séances with a physical 
medium.

Reading: A tarot reading generally integrates three things: the question asked, the meaning of the spread positions, and the 
meaning of the cards occupying the positions.

Reference: Books, such as a dictionaries or encyclopedias, to which one can refer for authoritative information.

Reflexology: Often confused with Chinese Acupressure, reflexology—the use of pressure on parts of the foot to help 
problems elsewhere in the body, has predecessors that date back to ancient Egypt. However, modern reflexology is directly 
related to Zone Therapy, created by Dr. William Fitzgerald in the 19th century. If you draw parallel vertical lines down the 
length of the body following certain rules, you form vertical zones. Problems in a zone can be alleviated by pressure on the 
foot, especially the sole, in that zone. 

The term “reflexology” was coined by the Russian doctor Vladimir Bekterev in 1917. Although practiced and supported in the 
U.S. (Ms. Eunice Ingham traveled the country practicing the technique and wrote a book on it in 1945 with an expurgated 
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version appearing in 1954), it really gained popularity in 1970 with the publication of Mildred Carter’s Helping Yourself with 
Foot Reflexology. The publisher won a legal battle with the U.S. government who claimed the book was the practice of 
medicine without a license.

Reiki: A form of “Universal Life Force Energy” which is similar to, but has different qualities from other forms of this energy 
such as Chi, Ki, or Prana. It is used mainly for healing. The system was made available by Mikao Usui who discovered it 
while searching in Buddhist scriptures to discover how Jesus was able to perform healings. One of his students, Dr. Chujiro 
Hayashi, taught Hawayo Takata who opened a clinic in Hawaii, is credited with introducing Reiki to the West, and is the 
source of most Western Reiki practitioners. 

Learning Reiki traditionally involved three “attunements” to the energy where you learn how to use the energy along with 
certain symbols that are used when doing a healing.

Reincarnation: Also known as transmigration of the soul, reincarnation is the belief that after a person dies that person’s 
personality or soul is reborn in a new body.

Relationships: The study of the ways people interrelate with the goal of making such interactions easier, more pleasant, and 
more successful.

Religion and Mythology: When linked together, the study of the spiritual beliefs—defined either as religion or myth—as held 
by a person, group of people, or culture.

Religión y Mitología: Spanish for Religion and Mythology.
Also See: Religion and Mythology

Remote Viewing: The paranormal ability to become aware of what another person can see or experience at a distance. This 
was investigated by the U.S. government for military use. Today, there are people teaching this ability in workshops and 
video programs.
Also See: RV

Resh: The twentieth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, R. Represents the number 200. The sixth of the seven "double letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "head." Corresponds to the Sun, the 30th Path (between Hod and Yesod), and Tarot trump XIX The 
Sun.

Residual Haunting: A phenomena where spirits or ghosts keep repeating events. Residual hauntings usually occur in older 
locations and may be the ghosts reliving important events in their lives—marriages, births, deaths, etc. Some researchers 
claim that the events are not ghosts in the classic sense, but are energies trapped in the location that repeat like a recording 
on an “endless loop” of magnetic tape.

Retrograde: Actually an optical illusion, a planet is called retrograde when its course appears to turn backward. When a 
planet is in retrograde motion at one’s birth, its energy is turned inward and must be developed from an inner awareness 
before it can be fully expressed externally.

Revenant: The medieval belief that certain corpses could rise from the dead in order to bother the living. Causes for 
revenants include such things as problems with handling the burial, jealousy on the part of the deceased, a curse, etc. A 
vampire is a type of revenant. 

Numerous descriptions of revenants by medieval English historians are still available. Such descriptions are usually of 
particular individuals who recently died, although animals can be revenants. In fiction, revenants return from the dead to 
achieve a goal (usually revenge) or to complete an unfinished task. Also the name of a popular computer game, a monster in 
another computer game (“Doom”), the name of a space ship in a comic book, and a record label.

Reversal: An upside-down tarot card, often read differently than a right-side-up card.

Rhodonite: Rhodonite is an attractive rose pink stone with black veinings. It is composed of manganese metasilicate. The 
name comes from its color (Greek for rose). It is found in Canada, Mexico, and the U.S.

Rhodonite is good for mental unrest and confusion, anxious forebodings and incoherence. It fends off unwanted influences 
from the etheric planes. It is good for psychically sensitive people who would prefer to be left in peace. It relieves anxiety, 
stress, promotes mental balance, and mental clarity. Rhodonite helps one deal with sensitivity, self-esteem, and become 
more self-confident. On the physical level, it is good for the skeletal system.

Right-Hand Path: A path in Western magick that is “good.” Possible derivation due to being the opposite of the Latin sinister 
or French sinestre (the source of the English word “sinister”) which means “left.” In Tantric magickal traditions, Left-Hand 
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Path refers to traditions where practitioners actually perform rituals while Right-Hand Path refers to meditative techniques. 
Some Western magicians are adopting these Tantric definitions.

Ring: The final essential instrument that I mean to mention here is the ring. This fits over the index finger of the right hand, 
and acts as a sort of magical magnetic coil, magnifying the force of the will that passes along the index finger. It also serves 
as a miniature representation of the magic circle, and protects its wearer from harm. Perhaps the best form of the ring is a 
plain gold or silver band, a bit broader than usual. By it the Magus is wedded to the Art of magic. It is customary to inscribe 
the ring with names of power such as the Hebrew IHVH, the divine Tetragrammaton.

Several different rings may be made for specific purposes. For example, an individual spirit can be made to reside in a ring, 
and its power utilized when the ring is put on. The ancient Greek magician Apollonius of Tyana possessed seven rings 
named after the seven planets, given to him as a gift by Iarchas, leader of the Brahmans of India. He wore each of these 
rings in rotation on the day of the week related to its planet. As is true of all the instruments, there is no exact pattern for the 
magic ring. The shape and choice of inscription depends on its use, and the personality of its maker.

Rising Sign: The ascendant or rising sign reflects your persona – what you choose to show to the world. Whereas the Sun 
sign is your individuality and does not change a great deal, you have the capacity to choose the nature and level of 
expression of your Ascendant. You can choose the most destructive expression, or you may choose to show a side of 
yourself to the world that is full of optimism and promise.

The Ascendant is frequently useful in describing your physical characteristics and general health. Aside from geographical 
and ethnic realities, the rising sign shows complexion, hair and eye color, stature and weight. A Gemini would be rather taller 
than average, and Taurus might be on the stocky side, within the range of family tendencies.

The Ascendant offers suggestions for what kind of clothing looks good, what colors will make you seem stronger. The general 
shape of the head and face are linked to the Ascendant. The sign also indicates a part of the body that you can show off to 
good advantage. It may not be your favorite part of yourself, but it is one that will respond to careful treatment in terms of 
clothing, movement, etc. The Taurus may not think about the throat very much, but this is a key area to focus on to create a 
strong effect on others. Aquarians can benefit from careful selection of shoes, as the ankles are "the thing."

As you learn about your Ascendant, you will find a whole array of new considerations for how to present yourself to the world. 
Should you be flippant or stern, gregarious or darkly serious? The rising sign can provide a wealth of imaginative possibilities.

Because the Ascendant is the way others see you, physically and in every other way, it pays to understand what they are 
seeing. You can develop a whole range of clothing, movements, communication styles and general attitudes based on your 
rising sign. You can overcome limitations in other areas by emphasizing the positives here. In this way you actively 
participate in creating the impression you want others to have, and you become more influential as you project a well 
thought-out image.

Ritual Magic: Magic is real. It exists. It works. It is the most potent and beautiful force in the universe. Magic is the flowing 
lifeblood of the Soul of the World. It is the essence that separates the living from the dead. It is the divine gift that renders 
humankind immortal. Magic moves below the surface of things. It can give you inner peace and self-confidence, personal 
magnetism, the power to attain your goals in life, and most important of all, a true understanding of yourself and your place in 
the universe.

Ritual Magick: Ritual magick allows practitioners to make changes to their consciousnesses or the world around them 
through the repetition of certain words, phrases, and actions. Some rituals used in magick are quite old, while some are very 
modern. The rituals of this form of magick tend to be longer than those of many other forms of magick. They are popular 
among practitioners because they have proven their effectiveness over years, decades, or even centuries. 

Ritual magick is usually performed alone or in front of a small or large group. It is often used synonymously with “Ceremonial 
Magick,” although the latter tends to be oriented toward groups rather than individuals, wherein many or all members 
participate.

Rituals: Any set of repeated actions. Usually thought of in terms of such things as religious rituals and magickal rituals. In the 
latter instance, the repetition of certain actions is done with the goal of achieving certain ends. Thus, a banishing ritual clears 
away unwanted energies in the area.

Robe: The Magus is usually robed in a special garment used only for ritual purposes. Since it is kept pure and apart, and 
since it is only worn after the Magus has bathed and purified his or her own body, donning it is akin to putting on a cloak of 
light. It can be helpful both in raising the consciousness to a higher awareness of spirit, and also to shield the Magus from 
discordant influences. The robe must be comfortable, and more importantly must feel appropriate to its wearer. I prefer white 
because of its benign associations. Colors tend to have specific emotions bound up with them, and these are not merely 
social commonplaces, but run to the primal roots of human response. For example, red is always a color of violence and 
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rage, no matter what a particular political propagandist or French designer might wish it to be. Any loose, comfortable 
clothing can become the ritual garb, provided it is set aside and treated with reverence.

Rose Quartz: Rose quartz is a gentle, pale to medium pink translucent form of quartz. It comes from Brazil. This stone has a 
soft and useful frequency, and does not conflict with any other stones. It is an important stone for the heart chakra, and for 
giving and receiving love. It helps to dissolve all burdens and traumas that have burdened the heart. Rose quartz assists in 
understanding and dissolving problems so the heart is better able to know love. As its presence is felt by the body, sorrows, 
fears, and resentments are replaced by a sense of personal fulfillment and peace.

This stone promotes the vibrations of universal love and inner  serenity. It teaches that the many negative childhood 
experiences enable the self to learn how to love and nurture itself. It also enlivens the imagination to be able to create 
beautiful forms.

Rosicrucianism: A mystical, philosophical movement that emerged in the seventeenth century and spawned several secret 
organizations or orders concerned with the study of religious mysticism, alchemy, Qabalah, and professing esoteric spiritual 
beliefs. The symbolism of Rosicrucianism is primarily Chrstian and the Rosicrucian path emphasizes the way of 
transformation through the Christ impulse.
Also See: rosicrucian

Ruach: Ruach is a Hebrew word meaning breath, wind, or spirit. It is also used as a term for Air as one of the four elements. 
In cabalism, Ruach is used to designate the mind and reasoning powers and is considered to be the middle part of the 
three-part soul. As such, it is associated with the Sephirah Tiphareth.

Ruis: The 15th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter R and meaning "elder."

The elder is a tree of regeneration.... Ruis relates to the cycles of change and the transition from one state to another.

Rule of Three: A Wiccan belief that whatever you send out from yourself will come back threefold.
Also See: Threefold Law

Rune: A character of the Germanic/Scandinavian alphabet. 
The original meaning of the word "rune" in most of the Germanic languages is secret or mystery, In Freya Aswynn's Northern 
Mysteries & Magick, "rune" is used to denote any sign or "letter."
Also See: Runes

Runes: The runes are a set of symbols of Germanic/Scandinavian origin that concisely embody the most potent magical 
system of the ancient world. Runic characters are letters that can be used for writing, but each rune is also a vessel of natural 
potency. There is a rune for water and a rune for earth, a rune for hail and a rune for ice, a rune for horse and a rune for man. 
There are also runes that name some of the Teutonic gods.
Also See: Rune

Rutilated Quartz: Rutilated quartz is clear quartz with threads of titanium dioxide (gold filaments) running through it. Much of 
this stone comes from Brazil. It is also called needle stone, or angel’s hair.

Rutilated quartz energizes, rejuvenates, and balances the system. It raises your vibrations, increases clairvoyance, and 
strengthens thought projections. This gemstone helps the body in the assimilation of nutrients, helps the immune system 
function more effectively, slows diseases of aging, and prevents depression.

The crossing of the rutiles in this type of quartz represents the accord of tissue regeneration within the physical body. This 
mineral also stimulates the electrical properties of the body.

Sabbat: Sabbat is a term for the eight seasonal festivals of the Wiccan year. 
The sabbats comprise what Witches/Wiccans call the Wheel of the Year. This wheel is based largely upon the ancient solar 
rites of pre-Christian European tradition. Because the Old Religion was a fertility cult, in ancient times the traditional rituals of 
Wicca were designed to incorporate the waxing and waning periods of Nature. These periods are marked by each solstice 
and equinox and the cross-quarters that fall between each one.

Sabbats and Esbats: Regular rituals found in Wicca, Witchcraft and Paganism. Sabbats are solar rituals and are associated 
with the cycles of the sun. Esbats are rituals that take place at each full moon.
Also See: Sabbat, Esbat

Sagittarius: The best quality of Sagittarius is loyalty.  This is true for Sun sign Sagittarians, and also for people with other 
planets in this sign, although with other planets, the loyalty may extend only to matters concerning that planet.  The worst 
quality is indiscriminate game-playing.  A key phrase is “I aspire.” The Sagittarius personality is generous, ambitious and 
loyal.  Self-reliant, Sagittarians can go off on world travels alone without a qualm, and tend to throw youselves into life with 
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the same energy you would pack for such a trip.  You can make effective decisions, and therefore are often found in 
executive positions.  You reveal your enthusiasm and positive attitude toward life.

You like to travel mentally as well.  You can study subjects deeply, and enjoy philosophical conversations.  You tend to be 
somewhat conservative, as you would expect for your time of year – it is the conservative harvesting of summer’s bounty that 
feeds us in December, after all.  Once you understand the theory of a subject, you are able to take effective action in the 
practical realm.

The Sagittarius temperament is outspoken and frank.  In fact, sometimes you may wish you could restrain your speech.  Still, 
you are usually open-minded, able to listen to what others have to say.  You tend to hold to your own opinions tenaciously, 
yet you are able to change your minds when a suitable argument is presented.  Generally able to make quick decisions, you 
can be too hasty at times.

Sagittarius is usually proper in demeanor.  You can give or take orders, and thus are solid companions, able to share 
leadership cheerfully.  When you engage in sports, you learnt he rules and abide by you, just as you respect the rules in all 
areas of life.  Your understanding can come across as magnanimous at times, and at other times you seem self-righteous.  
You aspire to lofty heights and may be disappointed if others do not attain the same level.  You seek to comprehend, both on 
an interior basis and on a practical level, and once you understand the dynamics of a situation, you cheerfully accept your 
proper role.

Sagittarius: The Adventurer 
Key Phrase: I UNDERSTAND 

Sagittarius is the optimistic quality which inspires us to have faith in ourselves and our futures. As the Mutable Fire sign of the 
zodiac, Sagittarius expresses the ability to maintain an open mind. Philosophical and tolerant of differences, Sagittarius can 
show great wisdom, and through the energy of Jupiter, its planetary ruler, is stimulated to reach toward broader horizons. Yet 
it can also be tactless, blunt, and even condescending. Sagittarius must have an opinion about everything - in a pinch, it will 
generate one on the spot. Sagittarius looks for adventurous and philanthropic opportunities; when carried to the extreme, it 
can become overly zealous and gluttonous. Symbolized by the Archer, Sagittarius is always looking upward and forward, and 
may sometimes gallivant into the sunset leaving others behind. Where you find Sagittarius in your chart, there is a need to 
expand and to develop tolerance.

Saille: The fourth letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter S and meaning "willow."

Saille represents the subconscious, feminine, and mystical side of our natures.... Saille relates to intuition, creativity, and 
imagination.
Also See: Sail

Salamanders: Salamanders are elemental spirits of Fire. (See Elementals)

Salamanders: salamander [ME salamandre, F salamandre, L salamandra Gr. salamandra; cf. Per. samander, samandel.] In 
the theory of Paracelsus, a being inhabiting the element fire.

Salud: Health” in Spanish. There are many ways for achieving good health, including those that use drugs and surgery as 
well as natural or spiritual means including herbal remedies acupuncture, etc.
Also See: Health and Healing

samana: Sanskrit for “breath,” prana refers to the universal energy that flows through the body’s web of non-physical 
channels known as nadis, the three most famous being the Ida, Pingala, and Sushumna. Different breathing patterns known 
as pranayamas can increase and direct this energy, leading to the simplification that prana and air are the same or that prana 
is in the air. In the traditional system, there are five different forms of prana: 

Prana: Moves inward. Governs all types of consumption: eating, drinking, breathing, sensory impressions. 

Apana: Moves away: Governs excretion or all sorts, as well as reproduction. 

Udana: Moves upward. Governs growth and development, as well as enthusiasm, speech, and the ability to stand. 

Samana: Balances from the edge to the center through churning and discerning. It is the “digestion” energy that aids the 
lungs in “digesting” air, the gastrointestinal system in digesting food, and the mind in “digesting” sensory input and ideas. 

Vyana: Moves outward from the center to the edge. Governs circulation of blood and the oxygen, hydration, and nutrition 
found in the blood. Aids in the “circulation” of ideas.
Also See: prana
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Samekh: The fifteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, S. Represents the number 60. The ninth of the twelve "single letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "prop" or "support." Corresponds to Sagittarius, the 25th Path (between Tiphareth and Yesod), and 
Tarot trump XIV Temperance.

Samhain: October 31 
Expect the unexpected if you celebrate Samhain--the Celtic New Year--on All Hallows Eve...
Also See: Hallowmas

Samhain: October 31. Also called Hallowee, Hallowe'en, and All Hallows Eve. This holiday is widely celebrated by people of 
all faiths with costume parties and trick-or-treating. But this night also marks the Wiccan new year. In the wheel of the year, 
Samhain is the night when the God dies and leaves the Goddess alone until Yule, when he is born again. 
Halloween/Samhain is a time when the doors between the words are said to open, stirring up much ghostly and otherworldly 
activity.
Also See: Hallowmas

Satan: Hebrew for “accuser.” In Jewish tradition, you do not find the word by itself; rather it has the letter for the sound “ha” 
(meaning the article “the”) before it, clearly indicating that the name represents a position rather than a particular entity. “The 
Satan” could not do anything by itself, and is more like what would today be called a “devil’s advocate.” 

In Christian theology, Satan became a specific entity, the representation of and cause of all that was bad, and the foe of God. 
Thus Christian theology became more dualistic in having a God of good (Jesus) and a God of evil (Satan) fighting over 
humans. This is closer to the concepts found in Gnosticism and Zoroastrianism.

Satanism: The worship of Satan. Although there is very little evidence of the existence of Satanism prior to the 17th century, 
many were accused of it and died because of the accusation. Actual Satanism developed in response to the repressiveness 
of Christian authorities and frequently simply reversed Christian practices and symbolism with such things as reciting the 
Lord’s Prayer backwards or spitting on the holy symbol of Christianity, the cross or Crucifix. 

In 1966, Anton LaVey founded the Church of Satan to practice his form of Satanism that did not worship Satan at all. Rather, 
it promotes a philosophy of extreme individualism and can be compared to Objectivism, libertarianism, and Nietzscheism. 
There are also some other groups practicing Satanism of this kind, the most notable being the Temple of Set. There are 
some smaller groups based on the writings of devout Christians (criticizing supposed Satanists), the writings of LaVey, 
novels, comic books, and even fictional movies. 

In the late decades of the 20th century, some Christians started seeing “satanic abuse” everywhere, resulting in expensive 
legal cases, the destruction of families, and the ruination of many lives.

Saturn: Where Jupiter showed process, Saturn shows structure. Saturn is the ruler of Capricorn. Its placement and aspects 
indicate how structure is perceived either as limitation and restriction that keep you from pursuing your desires or as a 
container in which you can lead an orderly and productive life. On the whole structure is a good thing. The structure of bones 
allows us to move about and stand erect. Our skin provides a container without which we would surely die. It is how we 
perceive the container and what we do with it that makes all the difference.

As Saturn moves through the signs, its cycle defines major life changes. Around age seven you develop a new sense of 
personal responsibility, at about 15 you become a young adult, able to use abstract thinking in your decision-making process. 
At age 21 you become an adult in the eyes of the law, and around age 28 to 30 you experience your first Saturn return (It 
takes Saturn 28 to 30 years to go through all of the signs one time), and you undergo a shift from an extended growth period 
into an extended productive period. This structure is more or less the same for everyone.

The sign and house placement of Saturn indicate how you can best pursue your career, whatever that career may be. Should 
you start out owning your own company Leo style, or should you undertake humanitarian goals Aquarius style? By following 
Saturn’s indicators you can plan a career course that allows a steady development.

Saturn provides a barometer for you in the form of feedback. Sometimes you feel limited in what you can do, and you can 
use this as feedback about what educational opportunity to pursue. Sometimes you are afraid of the next step, and you can 
use this fear to show you where to seek emotional support. You will experience authority and responsibility in your life in 
constructive or destructive ways, based on where Saturn is found. Saturn can become your inner teacher and guide, as well 
as a timer for major changes throughout your life.

Scorpio: The best quality of Scorpio is resourcefulness.  The worst quality is the ability to cause trouble.  A key phrase is “I 
desire.” Intensity is the principal personality trait of Scorpio.  Whatever career or vocational interests you pursue, you do it 
with tremendous force.  The strength of desire is seen in every serious effort a Scorpio makes.  You are proud, and can 
become the nemesis of anyone who insults you.
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The Scorpio mental process is meditative.  You can take a set of data and ponder it, penetrating the surface evidence to find 
the deeper meaning. You can cope with difficult and disagreeable tasks because you understand that such tasks will 
eventually be completed and you will return to the center of your life’s current none the worse for the effort, and perhaps 
stronger for the experience of surviving under pressure.

Secretive and intense, Scorpio’s temperament is sometimes difficult to tolerate.  These very qualities, however, are part of 
the magnetism that draws people to you.  The intensity can be expressed through healing or destructive energy, and only the 
Scorpio can determine which way you will go.  Probably no sign indicates a stronger will.  Personal experience teaches the 
Scorpio how to direct that will.

Scorpios often are rather reserved.  You are unyielding to the sorts of pressure that work well with other signs, and often do 
well in careers where independent action is encouraged.  Your ability to focus on a single task and put all your energy into it 
is often seem as skillful.  You are often respected for your determination, but perhaps not loved, as you are not manipulators 
of gentle energies.

No one can exert the pressure that Scorpio can.  You make devoted friends who will tell the truth boldly.  When you lie, the 
lies are equally bold, and it may not be possible to tell the difference.  The trained Scorpio mind seldom has to resort to a lie, 
as the truth is seen as a much stronger weapon.  Desire lies at the root of all Scorpio action.

Scorpio: The Catalyst 
Key Phrase: I CREATE 

Scorpio is passionate. As the Fixed Water sign of the zodiac, it illustrates the qualities of strong and abiding attachment. 
Ruled by Pluto, Scorpio serves to bring healing and transformation. Despite an often cool, calm exterior, it senses everything 
and misses nothing. Symbolized by the Scorpion and Eagle, Scorpio represents powers of destruction and regeneration. 
Scorpio is erotic, sensual, and incisive, but can be an extremist and unrelentingly vengeful. Scorpio explores and investigates 
until the core is exposed, often displaying exceptional research abilities. But there can also be an obsessive quality with 
Scorpio, and repressing emotions or holding onto pain are difficulties that can arise with this sign. Yet Scorpio has direct 
access to the energy necessary for birth and rejuvenation. Where you find Scorpio in your chart, there is intensity and strong 
feeling.

Scry: To predict the future by gazing at or into an object such as a crystal ball or pool of water.

Séance: A type of ritual where a group of people known as “sitters” get together with a person (the “medium”) who has 
powers to communicate with non-physical entities for the purpose of communicating with spirits, usually of the dead. Also 
known in some areas as a “sitting” or a “circle.” 

Although there is a long history of this sort of activity, it became popular in the West in the mid-19th century as part of a 
religion known as Spiritualism or Spiritism. Many occultists of the period were involved with this movement, and some occult 
groups looked askance at it. Two fake spiritualists, Mr. and Mrs. “Horos,” tricked the head of the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn, into believing in them, and this episode ended up making the Golden Dawn public in an embarrassing way. 

After the massive deaths of WWI and the flu epidemic that followed, the desire to contact the dead achieved a fever pitch. 
Many scientists in other fields were involved, as was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and possibly Abraham Lincoln. 

Whenever such an interest grows, there are people who take advantage of it, and the history of séances and Spiritualism, 
unfortunately, has many darker and fraudulent markers. When the famous magician Houdini needed to put some fire under 
his flagging career, he started exposing fake mediums, a practice some conjurors continue to this day. 

Spiritualism and the séance are still practiced today, albeit in smaller numbers. Many of the practices were absorbed into 
New Thought, the New Age movement, and various occult traditions and orders.
Also See: Seance

Seidr: Meaning literally seething. Seidr is the name of a variety of magical and shamanic practices such as sorcery and 
divination and "soul journeys."

Self-Help: The practice of techniques that bring mental, spiritual, physical, and especially psychological balance and healing. 
For thousands of years, there has been a movement toward getting the assistance of experts when trying to achieve such 
balance and healing. Unfortunately, this has sometimes become time consuming and extremely expensive. Over the last 
several decades there has been a growing movement that assumes if we simply learn the techniques, we can help ourselves 
achieve wholeness. Numerous books and workshops help people learn the skills necessary to allow them to help 
themselves.

Self-Hypnosis: Self-hypnosis is a self-induced altered state of mental consciousness that allows you to give constructive 
suggestions directly to your subconscious mind.
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Semisextile: (30 degrees)--Planets that are exactly one sign apart on the zodiac. Indicates growth; can be uncomfortable.

Semisquare: (45 degrees)--Planets exactly one and one-half signs apart in the zodiac indicate internal tension and stress.

Sepher Yetzirah: The Book of Formation. A brief Kabalistic book that supposedly dates to the second century C.E. or earlier. 
Although not printed until the middle of the sixteenth century, it is mentioned in many earlier sources. It does not have many 
of the later concepts of the Kabalah. Instead, it is limited to the ten Sephiroth (although not described as a tree), the powers 
of the Hebrew alphabet (although not described as being paths that connect the Sephiroth) and how God controls the 
universe through the transposition of His four-letter name, the Tetragrammaton, Yud-Heh-Vahv-Heh. Sometimes the title is 
incorrectly translated as The Book of Creation. Occasionally has other works attached to it including The Fifty Gates of  
Intelligence and the better-known Thirty-Two Paths of Wisdom. The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn uses the Sepher 
Yetzira in its teachings.

Sephiroth: Cabalism, at least in the Western occult tradition, is built around a diagram called the Tree of Life. This diagram 
contains ten circles representing the Sephiroth (singular: Sephirah); that is, the "spheres," "numbers," or "emanations." The 
Sephiroth are the numbers 1 through 10 considered in their archetypal sense. Each Sephirah is an archetypal idea. Also, the 
Sephiroth represent emanations from God and describe the process of creation. In the material world, they represent the 
heavenly spheres according to the classical conception.
Also See: Sefirot, Sefiroth

Sesquiquadrate: (135 degrees)--Planets four and one-half signs apart indicate agitation, which may not be evident to 
observers.
Also See: Sesquisquare

Sex: While sexual activities are most commonly practiced for pleasure and procreation, there has been a secret knowledge 
held among various groups that that the energy raised during sexual activity, as well as the mental state that occurs during 
prolonged sexual activity, can be united to create remarkable changes in our spiritual selves and physical environment. The 
techniques to do this are commonly called Sex Magick. 

Many thousands of years ago, the philosophy and techniques that would become known as Tantra developed in northern 
India. Over the centuries, it developed into a complete spiritual system, involving worship of deities, rituals, magick, healing, 
and virtually every aspect of life. This includes an in-depth study of the non-physical aspects of the body (such as the aura, 
chakras, and energy paths) and sexuality, especially the use of sex in a way that can lead to spiritual enlightenment. In the 
West, the Tantric sexual techniques (often confused with the complete spiritual system that is Tantra) have been popularized 
and described by numerous writers and authors. 

Over the past century, there has been an increasing link between Western Sex Magic and Tantric sexual techniques such 
that some people equate them.

Sex and Tantra: While sexual activities are most commonly practiced for pleasure and procreation, there has been a secret 
knowledge held among various groups that that the energy raised during sexual activity, as well as the mental state that 
occurs during prolonged sexual activity, can be united to create remarkable changes in our spiritual selves and physical 
environment. The techniques to do this are commonly called Sex Magick. 

Many thousands of years ago, the philosophy and techniques that would become known as Tantra developed in northern 
India. Over the centuries, it developed into a complete spiritual system, involving worship of deities, rituals, magick, healing, 
and virtually every aspect of life. This includes an in-depth study of the non-physical aspects of the body (such as the aura, 
chakras, and energy paths) and sexuality, especially the use of sex in a way that can lead to spiritual enlightenment. In the 
West, the Tantric sexual techniques (often confused with the complete spiritual system that is Tantra) have been popularized 
and described by numerous writers and authors. 

Over the past century, there has been an increasing link between Western Sex Magic and Tantric sexual techniques such 
that some people equate them.

Sex Magic: Sex magic directs the energies raised during sensual arousal to achieve a desired goal. Western sex magic 
often uses alchemical terminology, although its sources go back to ancient shamanism, pre-Christian Pagan practices, and 
some sects of Gnosticism. Basic concepts include the extension of sensual activity to build up the energy and that the 
thought held at orgasm comes to pass. Prominent proponents include the O.T.O., Louis T. Culling, and Aleister Crowley. In 
recent decades, these Western practices have been influenced by Indian and Tibetan Tantra as well as Chinese Taoist 
alchemy.

Sextile: (60 degrees)--Planets that are two signs apart are able to cooperate to produce opportunities.
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Shamanism: A shaman is one who helps people in their dealings with the other worlds. These other worlds are the realms 
above, beyond, and deep with the experiences of our lives. These are the realms of the spiritual, psychic vision and pure, 
natural Earth energies. In shamanism these worlds were traditionally represented as the upper world of the sky, or spirit 
levels, and the lower worlds of Earth and Nature.

shapeshifter: There are many legends about the power of shapeshifting, all written as if the person practicing it physically 
became another creature. However, physically speaking, this doesn't happen. This shamanic talent is really the assuming of 
a certain creature's characteristics, traits, and talents for a limited time and for a particular purpose.

Shin: The twenty-first letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Sh or S. Represents the number 300. The third and last of the three 
"mother letters." A Hebrew word meaning "tooth." Corresponds to the element of Fire, the 31st Path (between Hod and 
Malkuth), and Tarot trump XX Judgment.
Also See: Sin

Sidereal Zodiac: Due to slight changes in the movement of the Earth around its axis, the positions of the stars in the sky 
relative to the equinoxes and solstices slowly change in what is called the Precession of the Equinoxes. In the common 
Western form of astrology, which uses the Tropical zodiac, the Vernal Equinox always is associated with 0 degrees of the 
sign Aries. With the Sidereal Zodiac, which is found in other forms of astrology such as Jyotish, the astrology of India, the 
equinoxes and solstices move slowly backward through the signs of the Zodiac at a rate of one degree between 70.59 and 
72.15 years.

Sidhe: (shee) - "Peace" in Old Irish. Aes Sidhe, "or people of peace," is the name for the spirits and ghosts of the Otherworld. 

Sigel: The 16th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter s. 

SIGEL, along with TIR, is one of the great runes of victory , and its appearance in the runecast virtually assures success.
Also See: Sowelu

Significator: A card that represents the querent in a tarot reading.

Signs of the Zodiac: The Zodiac is a circle of space surrounding the Earth. It may be imagined as a belt in the heavens 
about 15 degrees wide in which the planets travel. It is the Sun's apparent path, called the ecliptic. The zodiacal circle is 
divided into twelve parts, each part containing 30 degrees of space called the Signs of the Zodiac. Thus a sign is a one-
twelfth division of the zodiacal circle and is defined as containing 30 degrees of celestial longitude: 12 signs each measuring 
30 degrees constitute the circle of the zodiac or 360 degrees. In this circle the planets travel each in its own orbit, one 
outlying beyond the other. The zodiac, then, is a circle divided into twelve signs through which the planets travel or transit 
from west to east, going through one sign after another in their order from Aries to Pisces. Although the zodiac is generally 
referred to as a circle it is, in fact, elliptical. 
Each sign possesses a certain specific influence of its own. 

The motion of the Earth around the Sun once a year causes the Sun to appear to pass through one of the 12 signs each 
month. Its influence, according to location, determines not alone the seasons but the general nature and character of persons 
born at that time. 

The signs in order are Aries the Ram, Taurus the Bull, Gemini the Twins, Cancer the Crab, Leo the Lion, Virgo the Virgin, 
Libra the Scales, Scorpio the Scorpion, Sagittarius the Archer, Capricorn the Goat, Aquarius the Water-Bearer, and Pisces 
the Fishes.

Silver\\'s Spells Series: One of the most popular writers on Paganism, Wicca, and Witchcraft, is Silver RavenWolf. Her 
writings are especially popular among people who practice their form of spirituality by themselves. Many of these 
practitioners requested more simple and direct spells and magical techniques, and Silver answered their requests by writings 
books of spells. Included in this series are books of spells for abundance, protection, and love.

Sitter: A person who attends a séance.

Sixth Sense: A popular term for all forms of ESP.
Also See: 6th Sense

Skeptic: Traditionally a term describing a person who doubts or questions all accepted opinions (in its extreme philosophical 
form, a person who denies the possibility of knowledge or even rational belief in any specific area). It might best be equated 
with the simple expression in regard to any concept or datum, “prove it.” The term today is used by some people as a 
euphemism for a type of “debunker,” specifically a person who attempts to disprove any beliefs, facts, or information that 
refutes their own belief system.

Skyclad: Naked, usually in ritual.
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Skyclad: A term used by Wiccans to indicate ritual nudity.

Smoky Quartz: Smoky quartz is a translucent grayish/brown quartz with natural irradiation. This form of quartz will initiate 
movement of the basic, primal forces of your body, allowing you to express your physical self better. Smoky quartz will lend a 
person a sense of pride to be able to walk the Earth and inhabit a human body. It is very helpful for those of an earthy nature, 
and when worn as an amulet it can induce mental clarity and stimulate physical energy. It also protects and strengthens one 
while walking on the Earth.

Smudge/Smudge Stick: To spiritually cleanse an object by waving incense over and around it. A smudge stick is a bundle of 
several incense sticks.

Snow Quartz: Snow quartz is a delicate, translucent white form of quartz. It is a member of the chalcedony family, and is 
made of silica. It is a cryptocrystalline quartz and is found in Brazil, U.S. and Mexico.

Snow quartz helps us to have a focus of purity in ourselves. It helps for clarity of mind, and activates the crown chakra. It 
shows us our personal identification with the Infinite, the oneness with God. It represents peace and wisdom.

It is a stone that has the power to act as an insulator for all things. It can stop negative vibrations and maintain positive 
vibrations. Snow quartz can help develop psychic abilities. It causes the intellect to become more spiritual and helps one to 
have a love of truth.

Snowflake Obsidian: Snowflake obsidian is a striking black, lustrous opaque stone with grayish/white bold markings, much 
like the beautiful patterns of snowflakes on a black background. It is a form of volcanic, amorphous, siliceous glassy rock. 
This form of obsidian is found in Utah.

Snowflake obsidian is said to sharpen both the external and the internal vision. It is one of the most important “teachers” of 
the New Age stones. It is the warrior of truth, and shows the self where the ego is at, and what it must change in order to 
advance to the next step of evolutionary growth.

Sodalite: Sodalite is a deep, rich blue stone with white inclusions. It is composed of chloric sodium aluminum silicate. It is 
found mostly in Canada and Brazil.

Sodalite is said to prolong physical endurance, and is used by athletes. It is said to help create harmony within the inner 
being and to stop conflict between the conscious mind and the subconscious. It is good for those who are oversensitive and 
reactive, allowing a person to shift from emotional to rational thinking. Sodalite helps clear away old mental patterns.

It helps one to understand the nature of one’s self in relation to the universe. It awakens the third eye which prepares the 
mind to receive the inner light and intuitive knowledge. Sodalite is the densest and the most grounded of the deep blue 
stones, and clears the mind so that it can think with greater perception.

Solitaries: Pagans who prefer to practice alone. Although they may attend public Pagan functions and enjoy group 
interaction on occasion, they are not interested in joining a Pagan circle or coven on a permanent basis.

Solitary Witch: In modern Neo-Paganism, a person who practices Witchcraft by himself or herself as opposed to being part 
of a group (traditionally called a Coven). The Solitary Witch, also known as a Solitary, practices this way out of choice, out of 
the necessity of keeping their practices private, or having no other Witches in the area with which to practice. A Solitary Witch 
may have learned his or her practices with the help of a Coven, but more often learns from books, websites, etc. The most 
popular resources for Solitary Witches include Wicca, A Guide for the Solitary Practitioner by Scott Cunningham, and Solitary 
Witch by Silver RavenWolf (both published by Llewellyn Publications).
Also See: Solitary

Solitary Witch: Some Solitary Witches have begun to call themselves “Solitaires,” which has added a new definition to that 
word as they are certainly not a gem in a setting by itself, a type of North American thrush, an extinct bird related to the dodo, 
or a card game played by oneself.
Also See: Solitary

Solstice: Standing Still. The point in the earth's orbit around the Sun in which the ecliptic reaches its maximum obliquity. 
The Summer Solstice occurs annually around June 22, when the Sun enters Cancer at 23.5 degrees N declination, highest 
overhead in the northern hemisphere. The longest day of the year. 
The Winter Solstice occurs annually around December 22, when the Sun enters Capricorn at 23.5 degrees S declination, its 
lowest point in the northern hemisphere. The shortest day of the year.

South Node: The South Node is the point where the Moon's orbit falls below the ecliptic. See Nodes.
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Sowulo: The 16th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter s. 

Sowulo represents the higher will or intent as well as the sense of self and self-worth. It is the highest force in the self, 
directing the individual's evolution along a specific path.
Also See: Sowelo, Sigel

Special Topics in Tarot: Llewellyn Publications has rapidly become one of the largest publishers and distributors or Tarot 
decks in the world. As has become traditional, each deck comes with a booklet or book of instructions, and there are many 
books available that give basic introductions to the Tarot. Answering a need for more advanced books on the Tarot, Llewellyn 
created the Special Topics in Tarot series. Each book, written by an expert in Tarot, focuses on single aspects of the Tarot 
and explores them in depth. Topics in the series include reversals, the court cards, designing your own spreads, magic with 
the cards, and using the Tarot with dream interpretation and past lives. Authors include Mary Greer, Ruth Ann and Wald 
Amberstone, Teresa Michelson, Edain McCoy, and Donald Michael Kraig.

Spell: A simple and basic act of magick that incorporates the use of raised power or drawn power. In a spell the mind is 
conditioned by each step or phase of the spell as it unfolds. The process of performing a spell allows the mind t draw upon its 
inner powers. The spell is a focus for the mind, a catalyst to unlocking its abilities, and it enables the mind to create changes 
in the astral substance, which will then cause changes to occur in the physical world.

Spells: Spells are magical rituals. Magical rituals may also be spells (though there are many different types of rituals). A 
spell, then, is an act of magic in which energies are raised, “programmed” with a magical need (such as love or money) and 
directed to do their work. A few spells are secret; most are not. Secret spells aren’t more effective than their non-secret 
cousins. Any spell will work, provided that it’s been properly written, and provided that it’s properly performed. Spells usually 
consist of gathering together the needed items, charging them with power, and using them in some fashion. Herb spells are 
among the easiest to master. In this guide, I’ll use the words “spell” and “ritual” interchangeably. 
Also See: spell

Spirit Communication: Based on the belief that our soul survives death, spirit communication is the belief that people alive 
today can communicate with the souls or spirits of those who have died. Spirit communication is a major part of the religion of 
Spiritualism. Some people use spirit communication to speak with ghosts in an attempt to discover why they are haunting 
some location and with the hope that such information can help end the haunting.

Spiritism: Spiritualism. Sometimes used as a derogatory term.

Spiritist: Spiritualist. Sometimes used as a derogatory term.

Spiritualism: A religion, science and philosophy that believes in continuous life, based upon communication with those who 
live in the spirit world, as demonstrated through mediumship. Through such communication one is able to receive guidance 
in mundane and spiritual matters from spiritual beings who are knowledgeable. Personal responsibility, the golden rule and 
the belief that the door to reformation is never closed are embraced.

Spiritualist: One who believes as the basis of their religion in the continuity of life and personal responsibility, and endeavors 
to mold their character and conduct in accordance with the highest teaching derived from communion with the spirit world. 
They may or may not be a medium.

Spirituality: The property of being more focused on the spirit or soul and its development. Often, people focused on spiritual 
development show less interest in the physical world.

Spontaneous Human Combustion: Highly controversial, this refers to instances where people have burst into fire with no 
obvious source. Some have claimed that the people burn from the inside out, while skeptic point to bizarre coincidences to 
explain what took place.

Spread: A standard method of laying out the cards in a tarot reading. See Celtic Cross.

Square: (90 degrees)--Planets three signs apart indicate challenges.

Sri Yantra: Also known as the Sri (pronounced “shree”) Chakra, the Sri Yantra is one of the most popular spiritual 
geometrical images in India. The Sri Yantra has been called “the mother of all yantras” because it is believed that all other 
traditional yantras can be made from this one. It is made of a central point called the “bindu” surrounded by nine intersecting 
triangles, with five pointing down (representing female energy) and four pointing up (representing male energy). The 
intersections form 43 more triangles. Surrounding this are two rings of symbolic lotus petals, eight in the inner ring and 
sixteen in the outer. Outside of this are three circles and an outer “square” with outcroppings in four directions called “doors.” 
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Dedicated to the goddess Lalita Tripura Sundari, the image has places or “seats” for 108 goddesses. In some Tantric 
traditions the image is worshiped. The practice begins by calling each goddess and reciting her mantra while visualizing her 
image in the appropriate location on the yantra.

Stage Hypnosis: The use of hypnosis (or an imitation of hypnosis) for the purpose of entertainment. Although there are 
some similarities with the professional use of hypnosis to help people make changes in their lives, the differences far 
outweigh the similarities and have given many people a completely false impression as to the nature of hypnosis and 
hypnotherapy. As a result, hypnotherapists need to spend time with clients exploding the myths that surround hypnosis as a 
result of such shows.
Also See: Hypnosis

Stang: A long single branch that ends by dividing into a “Y” shape. Used by some Wiccan/Witchcraft traditions to symbolize 
the Goddess. Also represents duality and the vagina as a fertility symbol. Some traditions place it with the forked end up at 
one of the four quarters during rituals “to symbolize an alignment to the Goddess."

Star: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XVII. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Peh and the heaven of the soul. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Star corresponds to the Hebrew letter 
Tzaddi and the astrological sign of Aquarius. According to Aleister Crowley, The Star corresponds to the Hebrew letter Heh.
Also See: L'Etoile

Stellium: When three or more planets are in conjunction with one another, a stellium is formed. This adds intensity to the 
sign and house in which they occur. A stellium creates a sense of self-absorption and can add a self-centeredness to the 
personality, but it also provides a sense of focus. The difficulty arises when the individual needs to change focus or make 
adjustments.

Stigmata: Unexplained wounds or marks on the body, usually corresponding the person’s conception of where the nails were 
put into the body of Jesus.

Straif: The 14th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter Z and meaning "blackthorn."

The blackthorn is traditionally a sign of bad luck.... Straif is an indication that things are happening that you cannot control.

Strega: This is an Italian tradition that emphsizes herbal knowledge and tends to be strongly matriarchal.

Strength: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XI or VIII. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Kaph. In the system of the Golden Dawn, Strength corresponds to the Hebrew letter Teth 
and the astrological sign of Leo.
Also See: La Force, Fortitude

Succedent: Succedent houses of the birth chart (2nd, 5th, 8th, and 11th) are sensitive; planets placed in these houses are 
likely to carry a more passionate charge.

Sufi: A practitioner of Sufism.

sufism: Sufi teachings center on the social and psychological relevance of certain human ideas. Practitioners of Sufism bring 
their experiences into operation with the culture, the country, the climate in which they are living.  Sufism is concerned with 
leading by example and not preaching.
Also See: sufi

sufism: called tasawwuf in Arabic, it is a mystical, psycho-spiritual aspect of Islam. There are many different sects or orders 
of Sufism with varying practices.
Also See: sufi

Suit: The four suits of the Tarot are Wands, Cups, Swords, and Pentacles. The French terms are Batons, Coupes, Epees, 
and Deniers, respectively.

Sun: The Sun rules Leo. Vitality is the energy reflected by the Sun in the astrological chart. Just as the Sun is the source of 
life for all living things we know of, the Sun’s position in your chart is an indicator of the way you approach life. Nearly 
everyone knows their Sun sign and a little bit about it. We read the astrology column in the newspaper to see how the day 
will be for our sign. Many people like the time of year around their birthday, not just because it is near their birthday, but 
because the energy of the Sun sign is so conformable.

Young children express the Sun sign energy clearly and directly. We tend to move away from this clarity as we learn different 
forms of expression, yet we always come back to the foundation of the Sun sign, learning to perfect the strengths that it 
indicates and to compensate for any weaknesses. The Sun is, in addition to being the source of life, the sustainer of our 
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individual character. When you understand the deeper nature of your Sun sign, you also understand the core direction for 
your personal expression in the world.

The house position of the Sun in your chart indicates one area of life that takes on greater importance than any other. It is the 
area where you are perhaps the most self-conscious, it is where your will can be best expressed, it is where you can develop 
the greatest arrogance. You will focus loyalty and generosity in that area, as well as discover your own personal dignity.

The house and sign of the sun indicates an area in which you will strive to express yourself, and you will want to be 
recognized for your activities in that area of life. As you gain experience in living, you may become bolder in your efforts to 
attain your Sun sign goals. You can become a leader in this area because you understand the deepest and broadest values 
of this area of your life.

When you read about your Sun sign, take the details to heart. Make a personal effort – use your will – to develop the highest 
and best expression of this sign. It is your birthright, and the area where you can learn to speak and act with authority.

Sun: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XIX. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Qoph. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Sun corresponds to the Hebrew letter Resh and the Sun.
Also See: Le Soleil

Supercharged Orb: A film that shows an orb that has color. Most frequently the color of supercharged orbs is red or green. 

See: Orb

Sword: Less useful, but still necessary for high magic or theurgy which involves chaotic spirits, is the sword. This is similar in 
its functioning to the wand, but whereas the wand has a neutral nature, the sword is overtly offensive, projecting power to 
dominate and hurt. It is supposed to be made by the Magus, but I hazard to say that not one in a thousand occultists who 
possesses the magic sword has actually fashioned the blade by hand. It is considered acceptable to procure a short sword, 
or long knife, and after thoroughly purifying it, consecrate it by anointing and prayer to its magical purpose. I use an old 
British army bayonet myself, which is shaped as a sword, hilt and all, and find it effective—perhaps especially so due to its 
military associations.

Swords: One of the four suits of the Tarot, corresponding to the modern Spades and to the warrior class or nobility of 
medieval society. In the system of the Golden Dawn, corresponds to the element of Air and the Vav of Tetragrammaton.
Also See: Epees

Sworn Book of Honorius: The introduction states that the book was fashioned in response to the Medieval inquisitions. It 
could be called a Catholic magickal text related to the “Ars Notoria” of the Lemegeton. The magickal operation described 
consists of twenty days of purification followed by the actual magickal work. This is similar to the Sacred Magic of Abramelin 
the Mage.

Sycomancy: Divination using fig tree leaves. Questions, wishes, or desires would be written on a leaf. If the leaf dried 
quickly, the answer was negative. If it dried slowly, it indicated success or good fortune.

Sylphs: Sylphs are elemental spirits of Air. (See Elementals)

Sylphs: sylph [F. sylphe, m., prob. fr. L. Sylphus, Sulfus, name of some divinity] An imaginary [sic] being inhabiting the air;--a 
name given by Paracelsus to the elemental beings of the air, conceived as mortal but soulless.

Sympathetic Magic: This may be the most practiced form of magic on earth. It is certainly the best known. The basic idea for 
this style of magic is the occult concept that “like attracts like.” Thus, jumping in freshly-planted fields is an attempt to bring, 
by magic, the same result in the crops. Since red is considered an energetic color, according to sympathetic magic burning a 
red candle can bring you energy. 

One of the best-known forms of sympathetic magic is that of using a doll. This practice is found in most cultures around the 
world. The doll represents a person (yourself or someone else), and doing magic with the doll as a focus results in the magic 
having an effect on the person whom the doll represents. 

In James Frazer’s The Golden Bough, the author suggests that there are invisible connections between all things and that 
sympathetic magic works through these bonds. To add to the connection, people add personal items from the person being 
represented to the doll. This could be anything from a lock of hair or fingernail paring to a ring or snip of clothing. Sometimes 
a picture of the person is used. Often, the doll is very primitive in appearance as in “Voodoo” dolls or the “poppets” of 
Witchcraft.

Synchronicity: Originally a term created by psychologist Carl Jung meaning that the mind creates a relationship between 
two events when none exists. What the mind created to link the two unrelated events was considered psychologically 
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interesting. For some researchers, magick is this same sort of acausal connecting principle because a ritual or magickal act 
seems to have no direct causal effect on the outcome of the ritual, and yet the desired outcome occurs after the magickal 
work. Some people use the term as the actual unknown cause (“What causes magick to work? Synchronicity.”) of magick 
working rather than simply noting that the relationship between magick and the effect of magick appears to be acausal and 
unrelated.
T-Square: When three or more planets in a birth chart are connected involving two or more opposing planets with another 
planet placed square to the opposing planets, a T-square or T-cross is formed. These planets are usually in the same mode 
(Cardinal, Fixed, or Mutable), and in conflict with one another. There is a great deal of energy released through the T-square, 
which indicates that a person will have a life with difficulties, but also the potential for great accomplishment.

Table Tilting: Also known as Table Turning, this refers to mysterious movements of a table, usually at a séance. It can be 
used to answer questions (tap once for “yes,” twice for “no,” etc.) and some people have recreated the phenomenon outside 
of the séance circle.

Talisman: A talisman is any object, sacred or profane, with or without appropriate symbols, charged or consecrated by 
appropriate means and made to serve a specific end.

Tantra: While sexual activities are most commonly practiced for pleasure and procreation, there has been a secret 
knowledge held among various groups that that the energy raised during sexual activity, as well as the mental state that 
occurs during prolonged sexual activity, can be united to create remarkable changes in our spiritual selves and physical 
environment. The techniques to do this are commonly called Sex Magick. 

Many thousands of years ago, the philosophy and techniques that would become known as Tantra developed in northern 
India. Over the centuries, it developed into a complete spiritual system, involving worship of deities, rituals, magick, healing, 
and virtually every aspect of life. This includes an in-depth study of the non-physical aspects of the body (such as the aura, 
chakras, and energy paths) and sexuality, especially the use of sex in a way that can lead to spiritual enlightenment. In the 
West, the Tantric sexual techniques (often confused with the complete spiritual system that is Tantra) have been popularized 
and described by numerous writers and authors. 

Over the past century, there has been an increasing link between Western Sex Magic and Tantric sexual techniques such 
that some people equate them.

Taoism: A spiritual philosophy that began in China based on the writings attributed to Lao-tzu (who flourished in the 6th 
century b.c.e.). Its primary book is the Tao Te Ching. As a philosophy, Taoism stresses contemplation, a mystical with nature, 
wisdom and learning, a simple life, and the concept of wu-wei or non-action and allowing things to take the course that they 
will. Religious aspects of Taoism developed around the 3rd century c.e., and incorporated some Buddhist concepts as well as 
a system of monasteries. One of the monasteries, the Sil Lum monastery (also known as the Shaolin monastery) is 
considered the home of the martial art of kung fu and the many other arts derived from it.

Tarot: A mystical set of cards having an uncertain origin. Although these cards, covered with images, are most commonly 
used for divination, they have much more spiritual purposes. The Tarot is composed of two main sections, the 22 picture 
cards of the Major Arcana and the 56 numbered cards of the Minor Arcana.

Tassomancy: (Greek, tassos, “cup,” and manteia, “divination”) The art of divination by tea leaves.

Tau: The twenty-second and last letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Th or T. Represents the number 400. The seventh and last of 
the seven "double letters." A Hebrew word meaning "tau cross." Corresponds to Saturn, the 32nd Path (between Yesod and 
Malkuth), and Tarot trump XXI The World.
Also See: Taw

Taurus: The best quality of Taurus is stability.  The worst quality is stubbornness.  A key phrase is “I have.” The Taurus 
personality is industrious, sometimes even plodding.  It is easy to imagine the Taurus still going, like the Energizer Bunny, 
when everyone else has quite for the day.  Once you get on a roll, you don’t want to stop.  Taurus is seen  as being reliable 
and generally consistent.  You know the value of money and appreciate material possessions.

The Taurus mentality leans to things practical.  Generally careful, you can discriminate quality and tend to be 
perfectionists. You have enormous energy reserves. You can pursue a single task for a long time, then switch tracks and take 
on another.  You may not know when to rest.  Taurus is immovable.  Once you have made up your mind, changing it is like 
moving the whole earth.  You may listen to the opinions of others, but you stick to your own.  You are interested in the psychic 
realm as it is so close to the present moment.

Conservative in temperament, Taurus appreciates the traditional way of doing things.  You are unlikely to abandon a system 
just because it has a flaw – you are more likely to capitalize on its strengths and find a way around the problem.  Taurus is 
patient.  You can wait for the right time to act, and you allow others the time you need to accomplish your tasks – that is only 
practical after all!  Taurus enjoys a daily routine, a weekly routine, an annual routine.  Generally you cannot be rushed into 
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action.  You are like a train – you only move as fast as you move.  Yet Taurus is usually efficient, not wanting to waste effort, 
and therefore discovering the most direct path.

Taurus generally has a reserved disposition.  You dislike change and are therefore less likely to force change on others.  You 
are possessive and therefore do not demand that others give up your possessions.  Taurus, like the bull, is placid, willing to 
take what comes, as long as it doesn’t irritate overmuch.  Taurus’ color is pastels, especially pinks and blues.  The part of the 
body is the throat and lower jaw.

Taurus: The Maintainer 
Key Phrase: I HAVE 

Taurus is conservative, and prefers to maintain the status quo. Operating in a Fixed mode and the Earth element, Taurus can 
be extremely stabilizing - like the Rock of Gibraltar. Through a natural connection with the energy of Venus, Taurus loves the 
good things of life, and can be highly affectionate. A natural, earthy sensuality is associated with this sign, which can also be 
highly possessive. Taurus is calm, steadfast, and enduring, but can become a raging bull when angered to the extreme. The 
symbol of the Bull associated with this sign shows the power behind it, yet there can also be a slow, plodding pace connected 
to Taurus. The desire for a stable financial and emotional base can lead to extreme materialism when those of this sign feel 
insecure. But in its most positive expression, Taurus is the essence of deep and abiding love. Where you see Taurus in the 
chart, there is focus and conservatism.

Teen: A short version of teenager, a human between the age of thirteen and nineteen. Psychologically, the period where most 
people begin differentiating themselves from their parents or guardians and move toward complete independence of 
personality and individuality. Teens frequently develop their own jargon, music, style, and ways of communicating with each 
other. As a result, each generation of teens popularizes new writers who speak their language, not merely using the jargon, 
but approaching their concerns and needs in a way that appeals to them. 

Llewellyn publications has sought out some of the finest authors who can appeal to teens, providing a number of books 
ranging from novels to non-fiction that deal with issues important to teens.

Teen Wicca: Wicca is one of the fastest growing religions in the world, and many teens have discovered that as a religion, it 
fits their needs more than other religions. The practices and beliefs vary widely, but most include worship of a god and 
goddess, honoring the Earth, and the practice of magic. The first book on the subject was Teen Witch by Silver RavenWolf.

Teiwaz: The 17th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter t. 

This is the first rune of the third aett, which is named after it: the aett of Tyr. Teiwaz is the oldest name known for the god 
Tyr... The Teiwaz rune should be used in workings to gain justice or to win victory in a conflict.
Also See: Tyr, Tir

Telekinesis: The movement of objects without physical contact. One form of telekinesis, psychokinesis, implies that this is a 
type of human ability. Telekinesis may be created by any source, human, alien, non-physical spirit, etc.

Telepathy: Ability to know what another is thinking, experiencing, etc. May be difficult to distinguish from clairvoyance.

Telepathy: The ability to communicate with another person or spirit through the mind alone.

Telesmatic Image: A system used by the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn to develop images for visualization of a non-
physical entity for magickal purposes based on the letters of the name of the entity to be given an image.

Temperance: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XIV. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Nun and the heaven of the Sun. In the system of the Golden Dawn, Temperance 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Samekh and the astrological sign of Sagittarius.

Teth: The ninth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, hard T. Represents the number 9. The fifth of the twelve "single letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "serpent." Corresponds to Leo, the 19th Path (between Chesed and Geburah), and Tarot trump VIII 
(or XI) Strength.
Also See: Tet

Tetragrammaton: The Holy Ineffable Name of God, YHVH, Yahweh, Jehovah, etc.; the Name of Four Letters. 
The four consonants of YHVH correspond to the four elements, the four worlds, the four suits of the tarot, ad infinitum.
Also See: YHVH, Yahweh, Jehovah

The Book of the Sacred Magic of Abramelin the Mage: Although often linked with other grimoires, the principal upon which 
the text is based is that all material happiness can only come from spiritual evolution. The text is divided into three books. 
The first is an autobiography of the author—a man who calls himself Abraham the Jew. The second book has the instructions 
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for the sacred magick given to Abraham by Abramelin. It involves six months of purifications after which an Angel will appear 
and bond with the aspirant. The third book is a collection of magick-square talismans.

The Discoverie of Witchcraft: First published in 1584 and written by Reginald Scot, a Justice of the Peace in England, this 
book was an attack on the “Witch craze” in Europe. He contended that the women who claimed to have great powers were ill 
or deluded. The effects attributed to so-called Witches were natural—the Will of God—not caused by magic. 

This classic book was also one of the first books attempting to “debunk” a wide variety of mystical topics including charms, 
astrology, alchemy, demonology, spells, divination, magic, etc. It was inspired because Scot saw so many women being 
abused and persecuted under the excuse of trying them for being Witches. 

One of the things many people of the day couldn’t understand was the seeming miracles produced by “jugglers” and others. 
In a small section of the book, Scot revealed how some of these early conjuring effects were performed, making this one of 
the earliest books on “legerdemain” ever published. Some modern conjurors contend that this was the actual purpose of the 
book, but that is highly debatable.
Also See: Discoverie of Witchcraft

The Grand Grimoire: Also known as the “Red Dragon,” this best known of the “black” grimoires includes instructions for 
making pacts with devils.

The Grimoire of Armadel: Often confused with the Lemegeton’s “Almadel” or the Arbatel of Magic (it borrows from the 
latter), it is a very simple book, full of colorful Sigils related to recognizable Angels and spirits along with borrowed 
conjurations. Apparently, one is intended to inscribe the Sigils on consecrated parchment, and use them to contact Angels 
and spirits who have mysteries to reveal.

The Magus: Published in 1801 and also known as the “Celestial Intelligencer,” it was meant as a textbook for classes in 
magick the author, Francis Barrett, was teaching. The material was taken from earlier works, including Agrippa’s Three 
Books of Occult Philosophy, the Heptameron, and the Fourth Book of Occult Philosophy.

The Truth About Series: There are many misconceptions about a variety of aspects of occultism. Most books explaining the 
truth on this subjects have been long and involved. Recognizing a need to get accurate information on individual topics to the 
public, Llewellyn Publications has created a series of short, fact-filled books that focus on revealing the truth about individual 
topics such as Witchcraft, the evocation of spirits, graphology, and Enochian magick. Writers are experts in their fields and 
include Scott Cunningham, Edred Thorsson, Gerald and Betty Schueler, and Donald Michael Kraig.

Thelema: (Greek, “will”) A religion founded by English magus Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) and propagated by his followers 
since his death. The central text of Thelema is the Book of the Law, which was revealed to Crowley in 1904 by a disembodied 
intelligence named Aiwass.

Thelemic: Concerning the religion of Thelema as propounded by Aleister Crowley.

Thelemite: A follower of the religion of Thelema as propounded by Aleister Crowley

Theosophical Reduction: In numerology, interpretations are generally based on single digits. Most words, however, end up 
have values above nine. Theosophical Reduction is the name given to the process of adding up the digits of a number 
repeatedly until you get a single digit. Thus, adding the digits of a year such as 1998 (1+9+9+8) is 27. Use the process again 
to get 9. You would then make an interpretation for the year based on the number 9. A few numbers (11, 22) are known as 
“master numbers” and have their own interpretations, so they are not reduced.

Theosophy: A mystical public society founded in New York in 1875 by Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, Henry Steel Olcott, and 
William Quan Judge. It’s headquarters eventually moved to India. It originally focused on mystical Hindu and Buddhist 
concepts combined with neo-Platonism, and had as its motto, “There is no religion higher than Truth.” 

The original moving force of the society was Blavatsky, and her books, Isis Unveiled and The Secret Doctrine became 
important texts of the society. She felt that The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn was a challenge to Theosophy, so she 
founded a more practical or magical group within the Society known as the Esoteric Section or ES. There were many 
members of the Golden Dawn within Theosophy. 

Upon Blavatsky’s death in 1891 there were schisms in the Society and several branches developed. Woman’s rights activist 
Annie Besant ruled the branch in India. Mrs. Katherine Tingley founded a group in Point Loma, California, and Rudolph 
Steiner began a branch in Germany. Other groups formed in England and Los Angeles, and splinter group or societies based 
on parts of Theosophy developed and continue to evolve. 

Many concepts of the New Age are derived from Theosophical teachings.
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Three Books of Occult Philosophy: First drafted in 1509–10 by Henry Cornelius Agrippa (student of Johannes Trithemius), 
this is the single most important grimoiric text in existence. It is not, in fact, a practical manual, but is instead a compendium 
of the theories and philosophies upon which Medieval and Renaissance magick are based.

Thurisaz: Thurisaz is the third rune in the first aett, and its element is fire. The traditional name of this rune is Thurisaz, which 
is a very ancient name for Thor and appears in literature alongside the names Wodenaz and Teiwaz. Thurisaz also means 
"giant." 

I know a third: in the thick of battle, 
If my need be great enough, 
It will blunt the edges of enemy swords, 
Their weapons will make no wounds. 
--Havamal

Thurisaz: The third rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the sound Th. 

THURISAZ is not only the vexing thorn which its name implies but also the glyph of the Hammer of Thor--the mighty weapon 
Mjollnir, protector of men and gods alike.

Tiger Eye: Tiger eye is a beautiful, golden-brown shiny stone which appears lifelike due to its chatoyancy, or silky luster. It is 
a crystallized quartz, made of silica. It is found mostly in Africa.

This stone has been worn through the ages to avert the evil eye and help prevent eye diseases. Tiger eye helps people gain 
insight into their own faults, and to think more clearly. This stone is helpful for greater spiritual understanding. It helps develop 
courage and inner strength, and gives one a sense of responsibility.

Tiger eye helps to defeat negative forces. Because of its ever-changing appearance when viewed from different angles, it 
helps the person using it to become “all seeing”, able to view different ways of observing a situation. It gives one the ability to 
become more direct, more channeled in their way of thinking.

Tinne: The eighth letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter T and meaning "holly."

The holly has foliage all year round.... Tinne relates to balance, fair play, and right overcoming wrong. It is a sign of justice 
and gives strength and power.

Tiphareth: The sixth Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the central Sephirah on the Middle Pillar. The term is a Hebrew 
word meaning "Beauty." It represents the archetype of the number 6, the descent of the Godhead into consciousness. It 
corresponds to the divine name YHWH Eloah va-Daath, the archangel Raphael, the angelic choir called Melekim (Kings), 
and Shemesh, or heavenly Sphere of the Sun.

Tiphareth: In Kether is the Radix of a Golden Glory and thence is there a pure, primitive and sparkling, gleaming golden 
yellow which is reflected unto Tiphareth. Thus is the first reflected Triad completed. And the Sphere of its operation is that of 
Shemesh, the Solar Light, and bestoweth Life, Light and Brilliancy in metallic matter, and it ruleth the sphere of action of the 
Sun. And Yhvh Eloha va-Daath is a God of Knowledge and Wisdom, ruling over the Light of the Universe; and its Archangel 
is Raphael, the Prince of Brightness, Beauty and Life. And the Name of the Order of Angels is Melechim or Malakim, that is 
Kings or Angelic Kings, who are also called the Order of Virtues, Angels and Rulers. The Angels Peniel and Pelial are also 
referred unto this Sephira. It especially rules the Mineral world.

Tir: The 17th rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter t. 

TIR is the other great rune of victory, representing success in any competition.
Also See: Teiwaz

Tourmalinated Quartz: Tourmalinated quartz is a clear form of quartz with silver filaments and threads of black tourmaline 
running through it. Much of this stone is found in Brazil.

Tourmalinated quartz is good for dissolving fear in oneself. It can aid in eliminating negative conditioning patterns we have 
experienced in our lives. Use of this type of quartz kept near the body and meditated upon is said to increase mental 
awareness and enhance psychic ability. It soothes the central nervous system, and helps to alleviate depression and nervous 
exhaustion. Because tourmalinated quartz is a combination of quartz and tourmaline, it has influences and characteristics of 
both these gems.

Touta: (toh-oo-tah) - A tribe or kindred of people who come together regularly. They form a local community. A congregation 
of people who meet regularly on a monthly basis, or at least four times a year to celebrate Celtic festivals.
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Tower: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XVI. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Ayin and the heaven of the Moon. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Tower corresponds to the 
Hebrew letter Peh and the planet Mars.
Also See: La Maison de Dieu, The House of God, The Falling Tower, The Tower of Destruction

Transits: The relationships of the positions of the planets in an astrological chart in comparison to their position in another 
chart. Usually, this compares the positions of the planets at a specific time (such as a birthday or at the time for making a 
decision) with the positions of a natal or birth horoscope. The transits can also be tracked on a daily basis. This information 
can be used by skilled astrologers to provide information on current ups and downs in a person’s life.

Tree of Life: Cabalism, at least in the Western occult tradition, is built around a diagram called the Tree of Life. This diagram 
contains ten circles representing the Sephiroth (singular: Sephirah); that is, the "spheres," "numbers," or "emanations." The 
Sephiroth are the numbers 1 through 10 considered in their archetypal sense. Each Sephirah is an archetypal idea. Also, the 
Sephiroth represent emanations from God and describe the process of creation. In the material world, they represent the 
heavenly spheres according to the classical conception.

Trine: (120 degrees)--Planets four signs apart indicate comfortable conditions where their energies are concerned.

Triplicities: The zodiacal signs are divided into four groups called "triplicities," and in their order they represent the four 
elements, fire, earth, air and water. 

Fiery Triplicity is composed of Aries, Leo, Sagittarius 
Earthly Triplicity: Taurus, Virgo, Capricorn 
Airy Triplicity: Gemini, Libra, Aquarius 
Watery Triplicity: Cancer, Scorpio, Pisces

Trumps: The twenty-two cards of the major arcana of the Tarot; those cards not included in any of the four suits. The cards 
numbered 0 (the Fool) through 21 (the World).

Tuonetar: ("TWOAN-etar"): Finnish goddess of the underworld.

Tuulikki: ("TOO-il-eekey"): Finnish forest goddess. Called upon to insure abundance of game.

Twilight Language: A Tantric concept (Sandhya Bhasha in Sanskrit) wherein a word or expression may literally mean one 
thing but to an initiate it will mean something else, perhaps even the opposite of the literal meaning. This can be seen in very 
figurative writing (as a Western example, see the Zohar) or very brief comments that need expansion (also seen in the 
Sepher Yetzirah).

Tzaddi: The eighteenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Tz or Ts. Represents the number 90 (or, as a final letter, 900). The 
eleventh of the twelve "single letters." A Hebrew word meaning "fishhook." Corresponds to Aquarius, the 28th Path (between 
Netzach and Yesod), and Tarot trump XVII The Star (or, in the system of Aleister Crowley, IV The Emperor).
Also See: Sadhe

Udana: Sanskrit for “breath,” prana refers to the universal energy that flows through the body’s web of non-physical channels 
known as nadis, the three most famous being the Ida, Pingala, and Sushumna. Different breathing patterns known as 
pranayamas can increase and direct this energy, leading to the simplification that prana and air are the same or that prana is 
in the air. In the traditional system, there are five different forms of prana: 

Prana: Moves inward. Governs all types of consumption: eating, drinking, breathing, sensory impressions. 

Apana: Moves away: Governs excretion or all sorts, as well as reproduction. 

Udana: Moves upward. Governs growth and development, as well as enthusiasm, speech, and the ability to stand. 

Samana: Balances from the edge to the center through churning and discerning. It is the “digestion” energy that aids the 
lungs in “digesting” air, the gastrointestinal system in digesting food, and the mind in “digesting” sensory input and ideas. 

Vyana: Moves outward from the center to the edge. Governs circulation of blood and the oxygen, hydration, and nutrition 
found in the blood. Aids in the “circulation” of ideas.
Also See: prana

UerDruis: The leader of the Celtic religious movement.
Also See: Verdruis

UFO: UFO - Unidentified Flying Object, also known as a flying saucer
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UFOs and Aliens: UFO is an abbreviation for Unidentified Flying Object. Although this could describe any object in the sky 
that cannot be identified by an observer, it usually is associated to vehicles from another planet piloted by aliens—entities 
from that planet. Although most such sightings of UFOs are eventually identified, the quantity of sightings by qualified, expert 
observers (such as professional pilots) or by large numbers of independent observers that remains unidentified is 
considerable. 

Due to the massive distance between planets and current inability of people on earth to know of a way to traverse such 
distances quickly, some researchers have developed the belief that UFOs may be from the future, from another dimension, 
or are unusual—and unexplained—natural phenomena.

Uindos: An ancient Celtic god, son of Noudons, in a group of great epic tales and romances called the Fenian cycle. Uindos 
is also called Cernunnos (Greek). Most famous incarnation is as Finn Mac Cumhail.
Also See: Finn Mac Cumhail, Cernunnos

Uinllean: The 23rd letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter P and meaning "honeysuckle." 

Uinllean is an indication that you will be able to see through situations and understand what is worthwhile and what is false. It 
means that you will instinctively know the right actions to take.
Also See: Uillenn

Undines: Undines are elemental spirits of Water. (See Elementals)

Undines: undine [G. undine or F. ondine, fr. L. unda, a wave, water.] 1. One of a class of fabled female water spirits who 
might receive human souls by intermarrying with mortals;--so called by Paracelsus, who conceived them as the elementary 
beings of water. 2. [cap.] (German pronunciation, oon-dee-neh) Such a being, the heroine of a romance of this name by De la 
Motte Fouque'. She was a changeling in the hut of a fisherman, where Sir Huldbrand fell in love with her and married her. But 
he soon neglected his wife for the lady Bertalda, and Undine was carried away by her sisters into the sea. She returned on 
the day of her husband's wedding with Bertalda, and gave him a fatal kiss.

Unikite: Unikite is a combination of salmon pink feldspar and green epidote, and is an opaque stone. It is named after the 
Unikite Mountains between North Carolina and Tennessee, where it is found.

The pink in unikite speaks to the heart chakra to awaken the love within. The green lends it healing qualities to any hurts 
which have been sustained. The pink in unikite is a deeper shade of pink and is more grounding than that found in rose 
quartz. This stone has a leveling affect, and helps to balance the emotional aspects of the body. It is an earthy, peaceful 
stone.

Ur: The 18th letter of the Ogham tree alphabet, representing the letter U and meaning "heather." 

Red heather is a sign of passion, while white heather acts as a protection against acts of passion.... Ur is an indication that 
you should find a "magnificent obsession" for yourself, something big, imaginatve, and a true test of your abilities.
Also See: Uir

Uranus: Uranus rules Aquarius. If you have wondered why and how sudden changes come into your life, look no further. 
Uranus may be the answer. This planet reflects the energy of sudden change and also provides the intuitive information you 
need to deal with beginnings, endings, and even catastrophes.

Let’s look at the independent, unconventional actions inspired within us and reflected by Uranus in the chart. This planet 
shows what part of your life will be the focus of your independence and where you will take an unconventional approach to 
family, career, relationship – everything. Disruptive ideas and events come along to bring you back into balance. Have you 
noticed that the more eccentric your behavior, the more life gives you a push and forces you to conform? This is Uranian type 
energy working to bring you back into balance.

Next consider the role of intuition in your daily life. As you have disruptive episodes, you begin to be able to anticipate them, 
making adjustments ahead of time to minimize the upset. For example, once you slide on the ice a few times you learn how 
to keep your balance. Then you learn how to control a skid while driving a car. Then you understand how to manage a 
spiritual disruption ore easily. This is due to your developing intuition – you can foresee the future partly because of past 
experiences themselves and partly because you recall intuitive flashes that preceded or accompanied them. Uranus shows 
how this works for you personally.

When you find yourself detaching from people and events, this is Uranus in action. You have the capacity to take an aloof 
position, a more analytical and less active role in situations. The placement and aspects of Uranus show how you can best 
achieve an impersonal attitude in the face of difficulty (or it shows you how to remain connected in those moments when you 
would really rather be doing something else). This energy focuses your attention on invisible inner perceptions of your world 
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in a way that is similar to everyone in your age group (all your friends have Uranus in the same zodiac sign), yet utterly 
personal in its development and expression, based on the house placement and aspects to other planets.

Uri Geller: Controversial Israeli psychic. In the 1970s he burst onto the world stage through apparent demonstrations of 
psychic ability. The most famous of these powers is the ability to bend silverware without applying any form of strong 
pressure. He also starts watches that have ceased to function, reproduces unseen drawings, etc. Geller semi-retired in the 
1980s, but occasionally makes appearances. He has done a good job marketing himself through games, websites, and 
through authoring more than a dozen books. Although his powers have been duplicated by magicians and some of his public 
demonstrations have been “debunked,” his popularity continues. He claims that he has made a fortune by dowsing for such 
things as oil and gold for companies that refuse to be identified. He currently lives on a large estate he owns in England.

Uruz: The second rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter U. 

Uruz is the rune of the Aurochs, or wild ox, and in many ways is akin to FEHU. However, FEHU represents the domesticated, 
predictable farm cattle, whereas URUZ represents the vital, wild force and energy of the hardy wild ox...

Uruz: The aurochs was a ferocious native species of wild ox which is now extinct. The energy behind this rune is the life 
force of the masculine polarity, the unconscious drive for manifestation. 

I know a second that the sons of men 
Must learn who wish to be leeches [i.e., healers]. 
--Havamal
Vammatar: ("VAHM-mah-tar"): Finnish goddess of pain and disease. Helps to overcome and go through illness.

Vanir: A family of gods, the Vanir are especially connected with fertility. The name Vanir could very well come from the 
Danish word for sea, "van," as the Vanir are very much sea gods.

Vastu: Also spelled Vaastu, it is the ancient system from Indian architecture that aligns buildings with the flow of universal 
energy. Most temples in India have been and still are designed according to Vastu principles. This is increasingly less true for 
homes and businesses in modern India. 

Vastu easily predates Chinese Feng Shui, and may be a precursor to that system which is currently better known in the West. 
The philosophical concepts behind Vastu and Feng Shui have many parallels, but differ in details such as ideal locations for 
rooms, materials for construction, etc. This may be due to the differences in the location and environment between India and 
China.
Also See: vaastu

Vav: The sixth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, V or W. Represents the number 6. The second of the twelve "single letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "nail." Corresponds to Taurus, the 16th Path (between Chokmah and Chesed), and Tarot trump V The 
Hierophant.
Also See: Waw, Vau

Vellamo: ("VAYL-ah-moe"): Finnish water goddess.

Venus: Venus is the goddess of beauty, and is the ruler of Taurus and Libra. She makes everyone feel comfortable. She has 
a positive outlook on life and imparts that feeling to others. Venus in your chart may indicate, by its sign and house, the part 
of your body that is most attractive, or a part of the body that you find attractive in others. The seductive part of your 
personality can be described by looking at Venus. This capacity is clearly not restricted to sexuality, but extends into every 
area of your life. Venus shows how you can convince others, not through force of will, but through a magnetic attraction.

As an indicator of how you interact well with others, Venus does not suggest co-dependence. It does suggest 
interdependence, something that has been essential for human development. Babies have a perfection of form that makes 
us fall in love with them. Movie stars are dressed and made up to be as attractive as possible. Politicians demonstrate the 
magnetic charisma that convinces us to vote for them, sometimes in spite of all logic.

There is a rhythm to this magnetic attraction and beauty. We get closer to someone to find out what they are like, and then 
we withdraw to consider how we are feeling about what we discovered. The sign and house Venus occupy describe how all 
of these functions work. It shows what we like, what about us is the most attractive, and how we engage in the interactivity of 
human life. It shows how we approach companionship in general.

Venus also indicates where we look for harmony in our lives. When you seek cooperation from others, you want it to fit in with 
your ideal of harmony. Thus, whatever the context, you will put your personal spin on the situation, molding other people to 
suit your thoughts on how things work best. Occasionally you may find that the way you want to do things is not practical in 
the situation, or doesn’t work so well for other people. By understanding Venus in your chart, you can develop alternative 
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methods that both achieve the desired goal and provide a level of comfort for you personally. This refinement process is 
indicated by Venus’ sign, house and aspects.

Vibratory Formula: It has long been an occult secret that all matter is made of vibration. Today many scientists depend on 
this being a fact in their research. If we follow this assumption that all matter is vibratory energy, then magick becomes a type 
of science which allows a person to affect vibrations. It becomes very valuable for us to develop an understanding of how to 
control vibratory energy. The techniques for doing this are called Vibratory Formulae.

Virgo: The best quality of Virgo is analytical ability.  The worst quality is petty criticism.  A key phrase is “I analyze.” The Virgo 
personality is nothing if not practical.  You can be attentive to details to the point of obsession.  Virgos have encyclopedic 
memories for detail, and can often recall casual references to minor subjects.  You thrive on meticulous examination of the 
facts, and are able to manipulate statistics easily.

Virgos can take the thoughts and ideas of others and organize you into a working whole.  Your orderly approach to most 
subjects insures that you will not overlook any significant information in your pursuit of an answer to a question.  Once you 
have completed an analysis, you can seem to be arbitrary in your decisions.  Never think, though, that you have not 
considered the question first.  Virgos can be ingenious at dissecting a problem to get to the heart of a matter.

Virgos are worldly.  You understand the nature of material reality.  You are fastidious about your own appearance, and often 
have orderly homes, offices, and vehicles.  Virgos make good followers, but as you progress through life you accumulate the 
knowledge and experience to make you good leaders.  Your analytical style does not have the flamboyant energy of the Leo, 
unless you have planets in Leo, but your dependability and honesty are strong management traits.  Virgos tend to judge by 
results.

The Virgo disposition is discerning and critical.  You are able to discriminate among diverse offerings and identify the best 
and worst qualities in people or things.  You inquire into the shy and how of things as much as into the concrete facts of what, 
where and when.  Generally economical in decision-making, you tend to buy quality and then keep it.

Virgo: The Modifier 
Key Phrase: I ANALYZE 

Virgo’s expression is practical, neat, and precise, with a high degree of analytical ability. The Mutable Earth sign of the 
zodiac, Virgo prefers an approach to life which makes sense, and can be uncomfortable in the face of frivolity. Ruled by 
Mercury, Virgo’s mental energy tends toward problem-solving. This is the quality of methodical, painstaking attention to detail, 
which when carried to extremes can become overly critical, nit-picking, and tedious. But without Virgo qualities we would 
have no precision tools, and find ourselves trudging through a wasteland of disorganized ideas! Symbolized by the Virgin 
with Sheaves of Wheat, Virgo represents the harvest, and the importance of applied knowledge and effort. Virgo’s worst form 
arises in self-deprecating insecurity and general (although sometimes pointed) intolerance. Where you see Virgo in the chart, 
there is a need for perfection and efficiency.

Visualization: Using the imagination to create an image “in” the mind.
Also See: Creative Visualization

Vodou: Vodou is an animistic Caribbean spiritual tradition, most usually associated with Haiti, which traces its lineage to the 
shamans of ancient Africa. It blends together (through a process known as "syncretisation") a number of traditional African 
beliefs with elements from other faiths, most notably Catholicism (the religion of the French slave traders who took the 
shamans of Africa to the Caribbean New World), but also those of the indigenous Haitian Taino and Arawak people and the 
European pre-Christian pagans who also came to settle there. 

Vodou believes in one creator-God called Gran Met ("Great Master") and a pantheon of lesser deities known as the Lwa. 
These entities, as well as the spirits of the ancestors ('zanset yo') are directly available to man through the mechanism of 
possession, a trance-like state where a person is taken over by one of these spirits so it may dispense healing, advice, or 
wisdom to the community faithful, who are known as Vodouissants. 

The shaman-priest of Vodou is known as the Houngan and the priestess as the Mambo. Often accomplished healers, 
magicians, and leaf doctors (herbalists), these spiritual leaders are also experts on the nature, desires, and ways of 
interacting with the spirits, as well as therapists, counsellors, and doctors for their community.

Vodou and Voudoun: Vodou is an animistic Caribbean spiritual tradition, most usually associated with Haiti, which traces its 
lineage to the shamans of ancient Africa. It blends together (through a process known as "syncretisation") a number of 
traditional African beliefs with elements from other faiths, most notably Catholicism (the religion of the French slave traders 
who took the shamans of Africa to the Caribbean New World), but also those of the indigenous Haitian Taino and Arawak 
people and the European pre-Christian pagans who also came to settle there. 
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Vodou believes in one creator-God called Gran Met ("Great Master") and a pantheon of lesser deities known as the Lwa. 
These entities, as well as the spirits of the ancestors ('zanset yo') are directly available to man through the mechanism of 
possession, a trance-like state where a person is taken over by one of these spirits so it may dispense healing, advice, or 
wisdom to the community faithful, who are known as Vodouissants. 

The shaman-priest of Vodou is known as the Houngan and the priestess as the Mambo. Often accomplished healers, 
magicians, and leaf doctors (herbalists), these spiritual leaders are also experts on the nature, desires, and ways of 
interacting with the spirits, as well as therapists, counsellors, and doctors for their community.

void of course: The Moon is "void of course" when it has completed all its major aspects while in a specific sign. The Moon 
could be in any phase and also be in the last degrees of a sign. Void of course means without a course, or path, to aspect 
another planet. Generally the major aspects are thought to include conjunction, sextile, square, trine, and opposition.

Voodoo: Voodoo is both a corruption of the African Fon word 'Vodou' (which means 'spirit' or 'mystery') and now a powerful 
spiritual tradition in its own right, most associated with New Orleans and the American South. 

Voodoo travelled from Africa in the hearts and souls of Africans who were transported to the Americas during the slave trade. 
There it became blended with the spiritual practices of the indigenous peoples, who often had a shamanic or animistic belief 
system, and with the Catholic religion of the slave owners. It recognises one creator-god and a pantheon of angel-like spirits 
(called Loa) who work on his behalf. The ancestors are a third spiritual force. 

 All of these spirits may be appealed to for practical help, advice, and support, through prayer, divination and magic. 
Herbalism also plays a major role in New Orleans Voodoo, where it is known as Hoodoo or root doctoring, and the Voodoo 
priest and priestess are often powerful healers, working with herbs and with more spiritual and magical healing tools. 

Famous names associated with New Orleans Voodoo include Marie Laveau and Dr. John.

vyana: Sanskrit for “breath,” prana refers to the universal energy that flows through the body’s web of non-physical channels 
known as nadis, the three most famous being the Ida, Pingala, and Sushumna. Different breathing patterns known as 
pranayamas can increase and direct this energy, leading to the simplification that prana and air are the same or that prana is 
in the air. In the traditional system, there are five different forms of prana: 

Prana: Moves inward. Governs all types of consumption: eating, drinking, breathing, sensory impressions. 

Apana: Moves away: Governs excretion or all sorts, as well as reproduction. 

Udana: Moves upward. Governs growth and development, as well as enthusiasm, speech, and the ability to stand. 

Samana: Balances from the edge to the center through churning and discerning. It is the “digestion” energy that aids the 
lungs in “digesting” air, the gastrointestinal system in digesting food, and the mind in “digesting” sensory input and ideas. 

Vyana: Moves outward from the center to the edge. Governs circulation of blood and the oxygen, hydration, and nutrition 
found in the blood. Aids in the “circulation” of ideas.
Also See: prana

Wand: The wand is much like those used by early ceremonial magicians. It is often fashioned of wood and may be engraved 
with symbols or studded with stones. Some are made of silver. The wand is an instrument of invocation, of inviting the deities’ 
presence during ritual. 

Wand: The quintessential magical tool in the minds of most people is the wand. This is made by the Magus to project the 
power of will. In fact, it becomes the physical representation of his or her magical will. It should be made of wood, about as 
thick as the thumb and as long as the space between the fingertips and the elbow. Some woods are favored for the wand—
hazel is traditional. Oak is also good, being the wood of Zeus and therefore the traditional attractor of lightning. Ideally, the 
wand should be cut and fashioned by the Magus, as it becomes the most intensely personal tool of the Art and is used for 
virtually everything. Over time, it will gather a magical charge through use that is clearly perceptible when it is held.

Wands: One of the four suits of the Tarot, corresponding to the modern Clubs and the medieval peasant class. In the system 
of the Golden Dawn, corresponds to the element of Fire and the Yod of Tetragrammaton.
Also See: Batons, Staves

Ward: Something used for protection from outside forces. A ward can be a spell of protection. Magickal barriers.

Warlock: A term used by Wiccans and Witches meaning a traitor to the coven or the religion. Mistakenly used by Cowans 
(people who are not Witches or Wiccans) to mean a male Witch. Sometimes used to describe any male practitioner of 
magick.

http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Warlock
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Ward
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Staves
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Batons
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Wands
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Wand
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Wand
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/prana
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/vyana
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Voodoo
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/void+of+course


Water Witching: The ability to discover underground water sources (or hidden objects or people) using a pendulum or a 
divining rod.
Also See: dowsing

Wax Reading: One of two forms of divination. The first involves letting a candle burn down while letting it drip over its sides 
as it will. The wax leavings are then interpreted. This version has both advantages (you can choose a candle of a color 
appropriate to the issue, anoint the candle, etc.) and one major drawback: you have to wait until the candle burns down, a 
process that can take hours. The second form heats wax until melted. The diviner then uses a spoon or ladle to pour some of 
the wax into a bowl of cool water. The wax solidifies and the pieces are removed and interpreted. This has the advantage of 
speed, but requires more tools (a way of melting the wax, a bowl to hold the water) and can be very messy. In both forms, the 
diviner must use his or her intuition to interpret the meaning of the blobs of wax. This is usually done by looking for shapes, 
similar to what is done in tea leaf reading.

Westcott: William Wynn Westcott (Dec. 17, 1848-June 30, 1925) -- "The primary creator of the Golden Dawn was Dr. William 
Wynn Westcott. A London coroner who was interested in occultism, Westcott was a Master Mason and Secretary General of 
the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia or the Rosicrucian Society in England (also called the SRIA). Westcott, along with two 
others founded the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn in 1888. However, the Golden Dawn was definitely Westcott’s 
brainchild."

Western Tradition: Also described as the Western Mystery Tradition or the Western Magickal Tradition. A term used to 
describe the underlying similarities found in Western occultism (especially ceremonial magick) and spirituality. Although 
groups such as The Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, The Aurum Solis, and The Ordo Templi Orientis have many 
different practices and beliefs, they have many underlying similarities, making them all part of the Western Tradition.

Wheel of Fortune: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered X. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it 
corresponds to the Hebrew letter Yod. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The Wheel of Fortune corresponds to the Hebrew 
letter Kaph and the planet Jupiter.
Also See: La Roue de Fortune

Wheel of the Year: A term for the seasons or cycles of Nature marked by the Sabbats of Wicca/Witchcraft. It is often 
symbolized by an eight-spoke wheel indicating each solstice and equinox, as well as the days that fall exactly between each, 
the midpoints or cross-quarters.

White Magic: White Magick has [divine] union as its goal. It is also known as contacting your higher self, contacting your 
spirit guides, cosmic consciousness, mysticism, or gaining the Knowledge and Conversation of your Holy Guardian Angel. 
There are many other names for this type of magick, too.
Also See: White Magick

Wicca: Wicca is a religion of veneration of Nature and the worship of Divinity as containing both feminine and masculine 
aspects. It is founded upon the spiritual roots of pre-Christian European beliefs and practices. When Wicca first came to 
public attention in the early 1950s through the efforts of Gerald Gardner, it was portrayed as the remnant of an ancient 
European fertility cult. Practitioners referred to Wicca as the Old Religion. It was also known as the Craft of the Wise. On the 
surface modern Wicca appears to be a folklore and folk magick system. On the inner initiate level Wicca contains pre-
Christian European Mystery Teachings.

Wicca: The single largest tradition within Paganism, which is earth-centered, celebrates the eight Pagan holidays, envisions 
Deity as both male and female (which it calls the God and the Goddess), practices magick, and believes in an afterlife known 
as the Summerland. The Wiccan ethical system is stated in the Rede and the Rule of Threes. The Rede contains the ethical 
instruction to "harm none and do what you will." The Rule of Threes states that whatever you send out from yourself will 
come back threefold.

Wiccan: A person who follows one of the many sects of Wicca.

Wiccan Rede: A summation of Wiccan ethical beliefs: harm none and do what you will.
Also See: Rede

Widdershins: Anti-clockwise.

Willendorf: The goddess of Willendorf was found in 1908 near Willendorf in Austria. She is over 30,000 years old and is one 
of the oldest pieces of artwork found on the planet. She was found among some tools from that era and was carved out of 
limestone. Most commonly she is known as the Venus of Willendorf; however, Venus was a goddess who did not appear until 
later in the history of humankind.
Also See: Venus of Willendorf
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Witch: Practitioner of Witchcraft.

Witchcraft: Among modern practitioners Witchcraft can be defined as the practice of magick and Paganism as it relates to 
pre-Christian European Paganism. The arts of Witchcraft include herbalism, divination, magick, ceremonial ritual, healing, 
potions, and spirit-world contact (familiars, elementals, etc.). Witchcraft, as depicted by the Church during the Middle Ages 
and Renaissance periods, is considered by many modern Witches to be a deliberate distortion of the facts.

Woodman: William Robert Woodman (1828-1891) -- "Dr. Woodman was a retired physician and a leading member of the 
SRIA [Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia]. Along with Mathers, Woodman was asked by Westcott to become one of the leaders 
of his new Order [of the Golden Dawn] in 1887. Woodman was an excellent Qabalist who had probably had a leading role in 
developing in the Qabalistic studies of the Golden Dawn. However, he died in 1891, before the Order was fully developed."

World: One of the trumps of the Major Arcana of the tarot. Numbered XXI. In the system of Eliphas Levi, it corresponds to 
the Hebrew letter Tau. In the system of the Golden Dawn, The World corresponds to the Hebrew letter Tau and the planet 
Saturn.
Also See: Le Monde, The Universe

Wraith: A spirit that is earthbound until it can avenge its death. 

See: Earthbound

Wunjo: The eighth rune of the Elder Futhark, representing the letter W 

Another of the positive runes, WUNJO means joy and when upright will always represent joy and happiness coming into your 
life.

Wunjo: The god primarily associated with this rune is Wodan.... The name of this rune is usually translated by other rune-
workers as "joy" or "pasture." ,,,in the oldest Germanic language known to us the word means "perfection," according to the 
philologist Jacob Grimm.

Wyrd: The word "Wyrd" is of Anglo-Saxon origin, and roughly corresponds to the concept of "karma" in Hinduism. Although 
wyrd can be personal it is often linked to whole families, tribes, and even races. Unlike Karma, it is not totally fixed. One can 
move within one's individual web of Wyrd in accord with the amount of consciousness one commands. The less conscious 
one is, the more one is subject to the seemingly random workings of Wyrd, in contrast to "orlog" which is impersonal and 
cannot be manipulated.
yantra: From the ancient Sanskrit, it literally means “machine,” specifically a machine or instrument that restrains. In use, 
yantras are generally diagrams that Tantrics use in specific ways to restrain unwanted aspects of their own minds. In India, 
the best known yantra is the Sri Yantra. The term may also refer to amulets, hand postures, and even devices used in 
alchemy. In some traditions, yantras are used to control evil entities or the physical world.

Yeats: William Butler Yeats (1865-1939) was an Irish poet, dramatist, and essayist who won the Nobel Prize in 1923. He was 
a member of the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, which influenced much of his poetry, and feuded with Aleister Crowley.

Yesod: The ninth Sephirah of the cabalistic Tree of Life, the third Sephirah on the Middle Pillar. The term is a Hebrew word 
meaning "Foundation." It represents the archetype of the number 9, the manifesting aspect of the Godhead. It corresponds to 
the divine name Shaddai El Chai, the archangel Gabriel, the angelic choir called Kerubim, and Lebanah, or heavenly Sphere 
of the Moon.

Yesod: The beams of Chesed and Geburah meet in Yesod and thence ariseth in Yesod a brilliant deep violet-purple or puce, 
and thus is the third Triad completed. And the sphere of its operation is that of Levanah, the Lunar beam, bestowing change, 
increase and decrease upon created things and it ruleth the Sphere of Action of the Moon and the nature of mankind. And 
Shaddai is a God who sheddeth benefits, Omnipotent and Satisfying, and Al Chai is the God of Life, the Living One. Its 
Archangel is Gabriel the Prince of Change and Alteration. And the name of the Order of Angels is Kerubim or Kerubic ones 
who are also called the Order of Angels.

Yeti: A term used to name a cryptozoological creature of Tibet, also known as the Abominable Snowman. The description of 
the Yeti is either like that of a large ape, a human-sized ape, or a dwarf-like being. A staple of Tibetan and Nepalese myth and 
lore, it was first brought to the attention of people in the West in the 1920s when British explorers to Mt. Everest saw strange 
footprints in the snow that were identified by locals as belonging to a strange creature.

Yetzirah: The "World of Formation." The third of four Qabalistic worlds or stages of manifestation and the realm of angels. 
Yetzirah is attributed to the spheres of Chesed, Geburah, Tiphareth, Netzach, Hod, and Yesod. It is attributed to the element 
of air and the Hebrew letter Vav.
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Yggdrasil: World Tree, generally an ash, more correctly identified in later times as a Yew. The word Yggdrasil means literally 
"gallow" or "horse" of Ygg (i.e., Odin).

Yod: The tenth letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Y. Represents the number 10. The sixth of the twelve "single letters." A Hebrew 
word meaning "hand." Corresponds to Virgo, the 20th Path (between Chesed and Tiphareth), and Tarot trump IX The Hermit.
Also See: Yodh

Yod: The yod is formed by two planets in sextile aspect, each forming a quincunx to a third. Also called the Finger of God, the 
ìfingerî is the planet receiving the two quincunxes. This configuration suggests a need to blend opportunity with an apparently 
discordant element, which adds a different level of vibration to the personality. Sometimes a need to develop special talents 
or awareness is associated with this pattern.
Also See: Yodh

Yoga: From the Sanskrit “yug” meaning union, yoga means a union between a human and the Divine. There are several 
different types of yoga. Most people equate it with hatha (Sanskrit “hat” “ha” meaning sun-moon), which involves moving the 
body into a series of positions known as asanas. Today, many people enjoy hatha yoga for its physical benefits, although 
when accompanied by certain muscle tension or “locks,” breathing techniques, and visualizations, it can provide more 
spiritual development. Other types of yoga include: 

Karma yoga: The yoga of action. Practitioners do what is right without a focus on the results of their actions. 

Bhakti yoga: The yoga of devotion. Practitioners live in devotion to a deity. 

Jnana yoga: The yoga of knowledge. Practitioners become closer to the Divine through the study of spiritual texts. 

Tantric yoga: Using Tantric techniques, including mantra, yantra, breathwork, and sexual activity to become closer to the 
Divine. 

Kundalini yoga: Popular name for Laya yoga, the use of visualization and breathwork to generate and move kundalini energy 
up an energy path associated with the spine, and through the chakras, opening them and resulting in enlightenment. 

Raja yoga: The royal yoga. Practitioners use meditation to become closer to the Divine.

Younger Futhark: The Norse rune alphabet of 16 characters used c. 800 c.e. and afterward. It is derived from the elder 
futhark.

Youth Fiction: Fiction for young readers that uses their popular idioms and often addresses issues that concern them. Over 
the past several years, Llewellyn Publications has entered this field, presenting popular forms of fiction in styles that will 
appeal to youths…and people who are young at heart.

Yule: December 21 
Winster Solstice marks the shortest day of the year. In most Wiccan/Witchcraft traditions the theme of the Winter Solstice is 
linked to the rebirth/renewal of the sun.

Zayin: The seventh letter of the Hebrew alphabet, Z. Represents the number 7. The third of the twelve "single letters." A 
Hebrew word meaning "sword." Corresponds to Gemini, the 17th Path (between Binah and Tiphareth), and Tarot trump VI 
The Lovers.

Zenner Cards: Also known as “ESP cards,” this is a deck of 25 card using a repeating set of five simple geometric shapes 
(circle, square, wavy lines) used to test for ESP.

Zero-Point Energy: In traditional Newtonian physics, when something becomes so cold that it reaches absolute zero (-273 
degrees Celsius), all motion, including all molecular, atomic, and subatomic motion ceases. However, according to quantum 
physics, particles at absolute zero—the zero point—still show energetic behavior. This means that enormous masses of 
particles in the cold depths of virtually endless space produce huge amounts of activity: zero-point energy. 

The possibilities and potentials for zero-point energy are just beginning to be considered, and theories imply that we may be 
able to use it to do such things as control inertia and gravity, making the “warp engines” of science fiction a reality. 

Most experiments in this field are privately funded, meaning they receive almost no money. The experiments testing various 
zero-point energy theories may prove this energy to be nothing more than a chimera. A century from now, scientists may look 
back at the concept of zero-point energy and laugh at it as foolish dreaming or marvel at it as the key that finally opens the 
universe.
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Zodiac: The Zodiac is a circle of space surrounding the Earth. It may be imagined as a belt in the heavens about 15 degrees 
wide in which the planets travel. It is the Sun's apparent path, called the ecliptic. The zodiacal circle is divided into twelve 
parts, each part containing 30 degrees of space called the Signs of the Zodiac. Thus a sign is a one-twelfth division of the 
zodiacal circle and is defined as containing 30 degrees of celestial longitude: 12 signs each measuring 30 degrees constitute 
the circle of the zodiac or 360 degrees. In this circle the planets travel each in its own orbit, one outlying beyond the other. 
The zodiac, then, is a circle divided into twelve signs through which the planets travel or transit from west to east, going 
through one sign after another in their order from Aries to Pisces. Although the zodiac is generally referred to as a circle it is, 
in fact, elliptical. 

Each sign possesses a certain specific influence of its own. 

The motion of the Earth around the Sun once a year causes the Sun to appear to pass through one of the 12 signs each 
month. Its influence, according to location, determines not alone the seasons but the general nature and character of persons 
born at that time. 

The signs in order are Aries the Ram, Taurus the Bull, Gemini the Twins, Cancer the Crab, Leo the Lion, Virgo the Virgin, 
Libra the Scales, Scorpio the Scorpion, Sagittarius the Archer, Capricorn the Goat, Aquarius the Water-Bearer, and Pisces 
the Fishes.

Zodiac: The zodiac is divided into twelve signs, each comprising 30 degrees. The signs of the zodiac do not correspond to 
the constellations of the same names, although the mythologies of the signs and the constellations are related.

Zodiac Signs: The Zodiac is a circle of space surrounding the Earth. It may be imagined as a belt in the heavens about 15 
degrees wide in which the planets travel. It is the Sun's apparent path, called the ecliptic. The zodiacal circle is divided into 
twelve parts, each part containing 30 degrees of space called the Signs of the Zodiac. Thus a sign is a one-twelfth division of 
the zodiacal circle and is defined as containing 30 degrees of celestial longitude: 12 signs each measuring 30 degrees 
constitute the circle of the zodiac or 360 degrees. In this circle the planets travel each in its own orbit, one outlying beyond 
the other. The zodiac, then, is a circle divided into twelve signs through which the planets travel or transit from west to east, 
going through one sign after another in their order from Aries to Pisces. Although the zodiac is generally referred to as a 
circle it is, in fact, elliptical. 
Each sign possesses a certain specific influence of its own. 

The motion of the Earth around the Sun once a year causes the Sun to appear to pass through one of the 12 signs each 
month. Its influence, according to location, determines not alone the seasons but the general nature and character of persons 
born at that time. 

The signs in order are Aries the Ram, Taurus the Bull, Gemini the Twins, Cancer the Crab, Leo the Lion, Virgo the Virgin, 
Libra the Scales, Scorpio the Scorpion, Sagittarius the Archer, Capricorn the Goat, Aquarius the Water-Bearer, and Pisces 
the Fishes.

Zohar: Arguably the most famous of all Cabalistic books, the Zohar is a mystical commentary on the Jewish holy scriptures. 
Although attributed to Simeon bar (or ben) Yochai (or Jochai) of the 2nd century C.E., it was first published (and many say 
written) by Moses de Leon in the 13th century.

Zooform Phenomena: Entities that seem to be animals, but have paranormal qualities or exhibit paranormal behaviors.

http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Zooform+Phenomena
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Zohar
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Zodiac+Signs
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Zodiac
http://www.llewellynencyclopedia.com/term/Zodiac

