
Ram Roy Bhaskar - Critical Realism and Peace 
 

Ram Roy Bhaskar is best known as the originator and foremost exponent of the 

philosophy of critical realism. This is based on a radically new, non-empiricist and 

non-idealist view of science, first formulated in his classic book, A Realist Theory of 

Science (1975). On this conception, the objects of scientific understanding are not 

events and states of affairs, or our subjective experience of them, but structures, 

generative mechanisms, fields and the like; and science advances by a dialectic in 

which inconsistencies and other problems in its existing knowledge are resolved by 

the development of more inclusive theories, incorporating aspects of reality formally 

unknown or omitted.  

 

In the intervening years, Roy Bhaskar has progressively deepened this ontology to 

include the systematic investigation of levels of being incorporating the human and 

social world, phenomena of process and change, and of interconnection or totality; 

and so as to incorporate human transformative agency and reflexivity and deep 

cosmological assumptions about the nature of human and other being, including 

investigation of re-enchanted and non-dual being. 

 

Thus in his contemporary research focus the pattern of the dialectical transcendence 

of inconsistency in science is generalized to include the transcendence of alienation 

and the resolution of social problems, most especially in the remedy of conflict and 

injustice. The model of peace which comes to the fore sees peace as entailing the 

repair of endemic crises at all four planes of “four-planar social being”, namely those 

planes constituted by our material transactions with nature, our social interactions 

with others, social structure and the stratification of our embodied personalities. Such 

peace is to be founded on “inner peace”, as a positive state depending on the 

resolution of contradictions within our embodied personalities; and entailing an 

axiological commitment to non-violence or “peace as the way of peace”. These latter 

themes have been articulated in a position, developed from critical realism, which 

Roy Bhaskar calls “the philosophy of meta-reality”. 

 


