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I think your program would be really great
for my girl scout troop.  I run the troop
meetings from my home and have plenty of
space to house at least five people on cots
or air mattresses.  Would we be able to
participate in the housing portion of the
program?
Unfortunately, for safety concerns, the housing program is only open to community spaces that are
lockable.  I can't guarantee the safety of anyone choosing to participate in the program in someone's
house.  At the moment there are too many liability concerns.   Having homeowners participate in the
program is something that we're considering for the future when the program is a little bit stronger.
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However, I am more than happy to do the non-housing portion of the program for any communities that
don't have space to offer.  Part of the program is not just about physical space, but about creating
proverbial space for LGBTQ/ Queer people to exist.  If you're interested please contact me.

There are so many different versions of
LGBT.  I've seen LGBTQIA, LGBTQQIAA,
Queer, GSM, and even some others.  What is
the correct terminology and why do you use
LGBTQ/ Queer?
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender) is still used most often as an umbrella acronym for the
community that identifies outside of the heteronomative and cisgender norm, although it's not the most
inclusive of all identities.  Longer acronyms have been suggested to incorporate other identities
(asexual, ally, intersex, questioning, ect.) into the movement's name with acronyms that try to classify
people outside of identity such as GSM or GSD (gender and sexual minority or gender and sexual
diversities).  Other folks are very happy with these acronyms or words to describe the community, and
we are all correct in using what we use as long as we come at describing our community with an open
mind and a willingness to examine our privileges.

I use LGBTQ/ Queer to define the community I'm working with because it still harkens back to the
original acronym with the definition of the community that most statistics use when measuring the
number of LGBTQ/ Queer identified youth who are homeless.  The Q usually stands for questioning or
queer in the acronym, and I think it's important to acknowledge that some young adults who are
homeless due to their sexuality or gender identity may still be in the questioning phase.  I also offer
Queer as a definition for the Q because many folks use Queer as an identity for themselves, and it is
often used as a catch-all word for whatever does not fall within LGBTQ.  Queer's original definition, and
the one that our grandparents still think of, is that of the strange or the unusual.  It's a convenient word
for defining that outside of the norm.

I would like you to present your program,
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but my community is very homophobic.  Are
you still able to do it?
These programs are all optional, so those individuals would be attending out of their own discretion.
 That being said, myself and my staff would be doing these presentations with risk to ourselves in
homophobic and transphobic situations.  Please really consider and have a chat with administrators and
people with power in your communities before inviting us for our safety.

I really believe in making education available to those who are not able to access it.  And I am strongly
of the opinion that ignorance is the key ingredient to hate, but I am not putting myself or anyone else in
a queerphobic situation.  Although there may be no chance of physical harm, the potential emotional
damage is overwhelming, and not something I can handle as a living human being with emotions and a
life to keep in control.  If you think that your community is more on the outright homophobic side,
please consider us for the future when our staff is a little larger, and a little more secure in our ability to
interact with people who hate our guts.

As a general note, it should never be of someone faced with any sort of phobia to
educate others.  Members of various communities may volunteer as educators, but that is only in
specific settings where they are unlikely to be targeted.

How did you create this program?
These programs were inspired by a program that my synagogue, Temple Emanu-El in Honolulu,
participates in, where they host a homeless family for a month.  I took the basic outline of the program
and tailored it for the needs of the LGBTQ/ Queer community by creating an educational program,
because I believe that ignorance is the true enemy of empathy.  I decided to use tools from Boal's
Theatre of the Oppressed because LGBTQ/ Queer is so complex that people spend their entire life
studying and getting degrees on it.  LGBTQ/ Queer issues need to be understood from a human level
and I really feel like exercises from Boal do the best job of that, and they work towards a community's
solution to a social problem.

I want to get more involved in my
community with LGBTQ/ Queer issues,

the responsibility 
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community with LGBTQ/ Queer issues,
where should I go?
It really depends on what you're interested in, where you are, and what level of education you're at.
 For high school students, I recommend getting involve with your high school's Gay Straight Alliance
(GSA).  For schools that don't have one, there are often regionally based LGBTQ/ Queer youth groups.
 Q Element Hawaii used to be one, but I don't believe that it is currently in existence. 

For college aged individuals, I would seek out your school's LGBTQ/ Queer on campus groups.  For
Brandeis, where I go, there is an umbrella social group, a trans* specific group, a queer people of color
specific group, and a sex and sexuality educational discussion group.  There is also a student staffed
queer resource and counseling center and a queer policy alliance.  All schools are different so it's worth
checking out.

If you're an adult, I recommend looking at GLAAD (Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation) and
PFLAG (Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays), both of which are applicable to younger folks, but
are best suited for adults.

Queer the Space by Nikk Wasserman is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0
Unported License.
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