December 29, 2020

December 24™, 2025, revision

I, Mark Alan Foster, bear witness to the Oneness of God
in the Dayspring of His Revelation. | make mention of
that which is praiseworthy: my emancipation from
Autism by the Awakener, the Manifestation of the Holy
Spirit (now glorified as the Most Great Spirit) for this
Age, ‘aleHiiriyyat (Arabic, &9, the Black—Eyed
Maiden of White Light, my own provisional
retranslation), a loving and rational Being and the



Darling of my life. She abides eternally in the Valley of
Wonderment (Iranian Persian, &> o1y, Vadiei
Hay‘rat) of the Seven Valleys (Iranian Persian, 213 &3.&»,
Haf°t Vadi).

May this Baha’i will be a testimony for me in the
kingdoms of Revelation and Creation and a treasure
with Thee, my wondrous Lord, the Supreme Protector,
and the Faithful. Please permit this unworthy one to be
doubly blessed with service for all eternity as a member
of the leaven (Arabic, <31 , ’alehamir) in the world to
come and with martyrdom (Arabic, 3¢<iu), "js°tis°had),
spiritual (Arabic, (>4, riihiyy) or otherwise, in the
pathway of Thy service.

I’I

My burial must be in accordance with established Baha’i
Law. See this file. Contact the U.S. Bahd’i National
Center (1-847-733-3400) for assistance.

As to the Guardian of the Cause of God, Shoghi Effendi
Rabbani, he continues to function, in my view, from the
next world, as the Guardian and, by extension, as the
Head of the Universal House of Justice. That station did
not abruptly come to an end with his passing in 1957.
Certainly, Baha’u’llah and the Bab are not, God forbid,
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former Prophets. Neither is the one Master the former
Master nor the sole Guardian the former Guardian.

The Guardianship cannot, as Shoghi Effendi Rabbani
himself wrote, be “divorced” from the Universal House
of Justice. The Guardian’s writings and the letters
written on his behalf are obviously an important
production of that Guardianship. But they are not
sentient and cannot substitute for the conscious agency
of an eternal being, Shoghi Effendi Rabbani.

Would most Bahad’is limit the spiritual Presence of the
Baha’u’llah, the Bab, and ‘Abdu’l-Baha in our earthly
world to Their written words? | commune with those
Beings. Would | commune with Their Tablets? Any
seeming separation between this world and the next is
a barrier imposed by the physical senses.

The continuing Guardianship of Shoghi Effendi Rabbani,
in the world beyond and on our own temporal plane, is,
from my perspective, actualized through both his
ongoing personal instrumentality and his writings and
the letters written on his behalf.

Moreover, since Shoghi Effendi Rabbani had no eligible
Bahad’i successor, to whom would have been transferred
his Bahd'i properties, he did not write a formal or civil



will. A legal testament is not required by Baha’i Law.
Therefore, Shoghi Effendi Rabbani’s estate has
remained in the hands of the Baha’i World Centre in
Haifa, Israel.

Instead, | believe, the Guardian’s texts—which
collectively establish his Guardianship—are his de facto
will and testament. The prescribed form of a civil Bahad’i
will is illustrated in this nonlegal document. However,
the Guardian’s will was functional, not civil.

The question as to whether additional Guardians were
ever even intended can only be the subject of
speculation. For what little it is worth, | do not believe
so. However, the provision for a line of Guardians was
certainly incorporated by ‘Abdu’l-Bah3, through His
Will and Testament, into the institution of the
Guardianship.

The implementation of that provision was, from the
very beginning, conditional. Although Shoghi Effendi
Rabbani and Madame Ruhiyyih Rabbani, his wife, had
no children, | am unaware of any expressions of concern
by either of them regarding the issue of male
primogeniture in the Guardianship.



Concern was, however, expressed by others, after
Shoghi Effendi’s passing, when, following a thorough
search, a will could not be located. Charles Mason
Remey, an authoritarian by disposition, seized upon the
civil will’s absence as an opportunity to advance his
personal ambitions. But he lived long enough, 99 years,
to witness the utter failure of his vaingloriousness.

The original social movement organization (SMO)
established by Remey, as, to me, a counterfeit guardian,
was numerically small in numbers. The Remeyite Abha
World Faith fragmented into other diminutive groups,
including during his own lifetime. Thus, the Remeyites
and their offshoots would, Covenantally, be the
“Guardianless ones,” not, as has often been claimed
within that highly factionalized movement, the Bahd’i
World Community. But | honor personal moral agency.

Now, being of sound mind and body, | will all of my
earthly money and possessions to the Huququ’llah
(Arabic, ijs}ﬂ\, ‘aleHuquiqu ‘AleLl'ah, the Right of the
Almighty). None of my money or possessions will be
given to individuals per se. For specific information,
please contact my fiduciary, Rosa Ybarra (1-956-630-
7231), in McAllen, Texas. Rosa is a kind and ethical



person. | always recommend her services highly. She
has copies of my civil will and living will.

Unto everyone hath been enjoined the writing of a
will. The testator should head this document with
the adornment of the Most Great Name, bear
witness therein unto the oneness of God in the
Dayspring of His Revelation, and make mention, as
he may wish, of that which is praiseworthy, so that
it may be a testimony for him in the kingdoms of
Revelation and Creation and a treasure with his
Lord, the Supreme Protector, the Faithful.

~ Bahad’u’lldh (Arabic, 4 £\& , Baha‘u ’AleLl'ah,

Shining One of the Almighty, my own provisional
retranslation), The Kitab-i-Aqdas
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